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PREFACE. 


The  following  pages  are  the  result  of  much  gathering, 
begun  during  my  school  and  college  days,  of  the 
traditions  and  legends  and  songs  of  my  native 
Parish,  and  of  much  searching,  in  more  recent 
years,  for  written  records  referring  to  it.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  in  them  a  plain  and  accurate 
account  of  the  Olden  Times,  and  a  true  picture  of 
the  Past.  The  work  is,  however,  that  of  a  novice 
in  book-writing,  who  has  written  it,  for  his  own 
divei'sion  and  recreation,  during  hours  of  freedom 
from  the  labours  and  anxieties  of  a  busy  profes- 
sional life ;  and,  while  no  effort  has  been  spared  to 
ensure  accuracy  of  statement,  the  book  is  probably 
not  without  blemishes  of  a  literary  nature  which  it 
might  have  escaped  in  other  hands,  and  under  more 
favourable  circumstances. 

I  have  received  generous  help  in  connection  with 
the  work.  My  parents,  whose  wonderful  store  of 
legend  and  song  first  suggested  it,  and  the  old 
people,  all  over  the  Parish,  whose  tales  at  many  a 
ceilidh   are   still   a   pleasing   recollection,    are   now 
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beyond  the  reach  of  this  expression  of  my  gi-atitude  ; 
and  so  is  The  Chisholm,  who  placed  his  family 
papers  at  my  disposal.  Others  who  helped  are, 
happily,  still  with  us.  To  Caroline,  Countess 
Dowager  of  Seafield,  I  am  especially  indebted, — for 
free  access  to  tbe  numerous  and  invaluable  ancient 
papers  preserved  at  Castle  Grant.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Mr  Fraser- Mackintosh  of  Drummond, 
for  the  use  of  interesting  documents  in  his  posses- 
sion ;  to  Dr  Dickson,  Curator  of  the  Historical 
Departmoit,  Register  House,  Edinburgh  ;  Mr  Clark, 
of  the  Advocates  Library  :  Mr  Law,  of  the  Signet 
Library  ;  the  Rev.  Walter  Macleod,  Edinburgh  ;  Mr 
Francis  Jauies  Grant,  W.S.,  Edinburgh  (a  worthy 
descendant  of  the  learned  James  Grant  of  Corri- 
niony) ;  the  Clerks  of  the  Synod  of  Moray  and  of 
the  Presbyteries  of  Inverness  and  Abertaitf ;  and  the 
officials  of  the  Record  Office,  London, — for  much 
courtesy  and  aid  in  the  course  of  my  researches  ;  to 
Provost  Ross,  Inverness,  foi  the  very  successfiil 
"  restoration"  of  the  Castle,  which  forms  the  frontis- 
piece, and  for  the  architectural  description  and 
ground  plan  of  the  Castle  ;  to  Mr  Mackintosh,  artist, 
Inverness,  for  the  sketches  of  the  Bridge  of  the 
Leap  and  Mac  Uian's  Pool ;  to  Mr  Grant  of  Glen- 
nioriston,  for  the  loan  of  the  Killicrankie  Shield,  of 
which  an  illustration  is  given,  and  for  the  portrait  of 
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Patrick  Grant,  the  protector  of  Prince  Charles  ;  to 
Mrs  Grant,  senior,  of  Glenmoriston,  for  the  drawings 
of  Iain  a'  Chragain's  Sword  and  the  Glenmoriston 
Pillory ;  to  Miss  Cameron,  late  of  Lakefield,  for  the 
drawing  of  the  Urquhart  Brooch  ;  to  the  Council  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  ScotlaucJ,  for  the  illus- 
trations of  the  Balnalick  Urn  and  Bronze  Blade,  and 
of  the  Balmacaan  Sculptured  Stones  ;  to  Mr  J.  R. 
N.  Macphail,  M.A.,  advocate,  Edinburgh,  who  has, 
at  great  trouble,  revised  almost  all  the  proof-sheets  ; 
to  Mr  Alexander  Macbain,  M.A.,  Inverness,  who,  in 
connection  with  the  appendix  on  Place-Names,  has 
freely  given  me  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  Celtic 
learning;  to  my  father-in-law,  Mr  John  Mackay, 
Hereford,  author  of  '*  Sutherland  Place-Names,"  for 
valuable  suggestions  on  the  same  subject  ;  and  to 
mv  Wife,  who  has  relieved  me  of  much  of  the  labour 
connected  with  the  transcription  of  old  writings. 

It"  has  been  the  will  of  Fate  that  the  story  of  the 
Parish  should  be  told  by  the  last  man  who  has  a 
home  or  a  holding  in  it  of  a  family  who,  for  centuries, 
acted  some  little  part  in  that  story.  1  hope  1  am 
doing^'the  old  place  a  service  and  not  a  wrong  by 
publishing  it.  I  trust,  also,  that  no  one  will 
find  cause  of  offence  in  anything  I  have  recorded 
concerning  his  or  her  forefathers.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  historian,  however  humble  he  or  his  subject  may 
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be,  to  tell  his  tale  truthfully  and  without  favour  ; 
and  I  have,  in  endeavouring  to  act  up  to  that 
duty,  experienced  the  pain  of  having  to  record 
unpleasant  things,  not  only  about  my  own  forbeare, 
but  also  regarding  ancestors  and  relatives  of  some 
of  my  best  friends  on  earth.  The  only  comforting 
reflection  is  that  the  men  of  the  Past  ought  not  to 
be  judged  by  the  moral  standard  of  the  Present. 


WILLIAM  MACKAY. 


CrAIGMONIE,    INVBBNBU8, 

Christmas,  1893. 
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''I  BEND  mine  eye,"  sings  the  Gaelic  bard,  "on  the 
ages  fled ;  seen  but  in  slender  gleams  is  all  that  was 
— like  to  the  glimmer  of  a  sickly  moon  on  water 
winding  through  the  glen."  ^  And  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  the  bard,  so  it   is  even  now  ;  for  slender, 

*  "  Tha  mo  sheallaclh  air  linnte  a  clh'aom, 
Cha'ii  fhaicear  ach  caol  na  bh'auu — 
Mar  dhearrsa  na  geallaich  tha  faoin, 
Air  linne  tha  claon  's  a'ghleano." 

— OssiAN  :  "  Cath  Loduinn." 
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indeed,  and  few,  are  the  gleams  that  cheer  the 
student  of  the  past  on  his  dark  journey  througli  the 
early  ages.  In  the  beginning,  says  our  oldest 
Book,  the  earth  was  without  form,  and  void  ;  and 
Geology  tells  how,  during  the  slow  course  of  im- 
measurable time,  it  assumed  its  present  aspect — 
how  the  rocks  were  made,  the  momitains  raised,  the 
valleys  formed,  and  the  sea  divided  from  the  dry 
land.  In  the  process  great  changes  came  over  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Not  to  go  beyond  our  own  Scot- 
land, the  land  at  one  time  rose  high  above  the 
ocean  :  at  another,  it  sank  deep  beneath  its  waves.  ^ 
For  untold  ages  it  was  exposed  to  the  scorching 
rays  of  a  tropical  sun  :  for  another  period  of 
perhaps  equal  duration  it  lay  buried  under  an 
overwhelming  weight  of  ice,  that  crushed  its  rocks 
and  rounded  its  mountain  sides.*  The  marks  of 
these  great  changes  still  remain  ;  but  there  is  little  or 
no  trace  of  its  earliest  inhabitants.  We  are  almost 
into  modem  times  before  we  get  the  first  glimpse  of 
man  as  he  slowly  emerges  from  a  state  scarcely 
higher  than  that  of  the  betists  of  the  field.  FoUow^- 
ing  him  down  through  the  centuries,  we  are 
able  to  trace  his  progress  l^y  such  land-marks 
as  the  use  of  weapons  and  implements — at  first 
made   of  stone,   and   thereafter,   as   his   knowledge 

'  The  margin  of  a  lake,  which  in  former  ages  coverwl  the  lower  portioms 
<»f  Uniuhart,  is  still  Hcen  in  the  beautiful  terrace  which  almost  surrounds  the 
Strath. 

-  Deep  ice  markings  on  the  rocks  beyond  Achtuie  indicate  the  courne  of  one 
great  glacier  which  passed  over  the  ridge  from  the  direction  of  Strone  Point, 
and  of  another  which  came  down  the  Glen,  from  the  direction  of  Corrimony. 
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widens,  of  bronze  or  of  iron  ;^  the  abandonment  of 
the  natural  caves  of  the  earth  for  habitations  built 
ivith  his  own  hands  ;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
for  the  production  of  food  for  himself  and  the 
animals  which  he  has  tamed  for  his  service.  There 
is  no  written  record  of  the  earlier  ages.  For  the 
first  references  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands 
we  must  search  the  pages  of  certain  Latin  authors 
who  derived  their  knowledge  of  them  from  the 
Eoman  soldiers  who  served  the  Caesars  in  Britain. 
From  Lucan  and  other  writers  of  the  first  century 
we  learn  that  in  their  time  our  part  of  the  island  was 
inhabited  by  the  Caledonian  Britons  (Caledonii 
Britanni),  the  same  who  valiantly  opposed  the 
legions  of  Agricola  at  the  battle  of  Mens  Grampius. 
We  gather  fi-om  the  geographer  Ptolemy,  who 
flourished  about  the  year  120,  that,  in  his  day,  the 
country  extending  from  Loch  Long  (Le man  nonius 
Sinus)  to  the  Beauly  Firth  (Varar  j^s(uariuni-), 
and  embracing  the  glens  which  now  bear  the  names 
of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  was  peoj)led  by  the 
CalrJonii,  one  of  several  tribes  into  which  the  Cale- 
donian Britons  were  then  divided  ;  and  in  the  time 
of  Severus  (a.d.  208),  those  tribes  were  combined 
into  two  nations — Caledonii  and  Mccatw — which,  a 
century   later,   appear   under   the  general  name  of 

^  NumcruuH  stone  imi»lemenU  have  l)een  found  in  tlie  Parish.  In  1887  a 
beautiful  bixnizc  blade  was  found  in  a  sepulchral  urn  at  Balnalick,  for  a 
description  of  which  (by  Mr  AngUB  Cirant)  see  Proc.  of  Society  of  Antiip  of 
Sc<»t.,  1887-8. 

*  The  name  Varar  (the  same  za  Forne)  Btill  survives  in  the  River  Farrar,  and 
Glen  Strathfarrar — the  Glen  of  the  Strath  of  Farrar. 
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Pictij  a  name  well  known  and  much  dreaded  during 
the  latter  years  of  the  Roman  occupation.  North 
of  the  Grampians  were  the  Northern  Picts.  The 
Southern  Picts  inhabited  the  country  lying  to  the 
south  and  east  of  that  range.  Those  divisions  were 
again  sub-divided  into  provinces,  the  most  noted  of 
which  was  Muireb  or  Moray,  which  extended,  on 
the  one  hand,  from  the  Spey  to  the  Forne  or  Beauly, 
and,  on  the  other,  from  the  Moray  Firth  to  Lochaber. 
In  Moray  was  situated  that  district  the  history 
of  which  this  book  is  to  tell — the  **  Urchard  in 
Moravia,"  and  "  Urquhart  in  Murray  land,"  of  former 
writers. 

The  legendary  element  bulks  largely  in  the  early 
stoiy  of  the  district.  Once  upon  a  time,  says  one 
pretty  myth,  the  great  glen  which  now  lies  under 
the  waters  of  Loch  Ness  was  a  beautiful  valley, 
sheltered  from  every  blast  by  high  mountains, 
clothed  with  trees  and  herbs  of  richest  hues.  This 
vale  was  covered  with  verdant  pasture,  over  which 
roamed  the  flocks  of  the  people ;  and  through  it 
flowed  a  majestic  river,  in  which  was  found  eveiy 
fish  good  for  the  food  of  man.  Although  the  people 
were  many,  peace  and  friendship  prevailed.  The 
women  plied  the  distatf,  and  their  homes  and 
children  they  did  not  forsake  ;  and  when  the  men 
did  not  hunt  the  boar  in  the  forest  they  chased  the 
deer  on  the  mountain,  and  when  they  did  not  chase 
the  deer  on  the  mountain  they  tended  their  cattle 
on  the  plain. 
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There  was  a  spring  in  this  happy  vale  which  waa 

WeBsed  by  Daly  the  Dniid,  and  whose  waters  were 

I  ever    afterwards    an    unfailing    remedy    for    every 

disease.     This  holy  well  was  protected  from  pollu- 


tion by  a  stone  placed  over  it  by  the  Druid,  who 
enjoined  that  whenever  the  stone  was  removed  for 
the  drawing  of  water,  it  should  be  immediately 
replaced.  "  The  day  on  which  my  command  is 
disregarded,"  said  he,  "  desolation  will  overtake  the 
land,"  The  words  of  Daly  were  remembered  by  the 
people,  and  became  a  law  among  them  ;  and  so  day 
succeeded  day,  and  year  gave  place  to  year. 

But  on  one  of  the  days  a  woman  left  the  child  oi' 
'  her  bosom  by  the  fireside,  and  went  to  the  well  to 
draw  water.  No  sooner  did  she  remove  the  stone 
from  its  place  than  the  cry  reached  her  ear  that  the 
child  had  moved  towards  the  fire.  Rushing  to  the 
house,  she  saved  the  infant — but  she  forgot  the 
word  of  the  Druid,  and  omitted  to  replace  the 
stone.  The  waters  rose  and  overflowed  the  vale  ; 
and  the  people  escaped  to  the  mountains  and  filled 
the  air  with  lamentation,  and  the  rocks  echoed 
back  the  despairing  cry — TJm  loch  'nis  am\,  tha  loch 
'nis  ann—"  There  is  a  lake  now,  there  is  a  lake  now  !" 
And  the  lake  remained,  and  it  is  called  Loch-Nis  to 
this  day.^ 

The  Tales  of  the  Sons  of  Uisneach  account  other- 
wise for  the  name  of  the  Loch.  In  the  days  of 
Conachar  MacNessa,  who  was  King  of  Ulster  in  the 
first  century,  there  lived  in  Ireland  a  man  of  the 

>  Locb-Nii :  an  written  in  Gaelic  ;  pronounced  Lach-Neah. 
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name  of  Colum  Cruitire,  whose  daughter  Deirdire, 
or  Dearduil,  was  the  most  beautifiil  woman  of  her 
age.  *'  She  was  the  fairest  drop  of  blood  between 
earth  and  sun,  and  there  never  was  born  in  Ireland 
a  drop  of  blood  so  fair  as  she."  Conachar  resolved 
to  make  this  daughter  of  beauty  his  wife.  '*  Give 
me  but  a  year  and  a  day  in  my  maidenhood,"  said 
she ;  and  her  request  was  gi-anted.  Before  the  end 
of  the  year  and  a  day,  who  visited  the  King  but 
his  cousins  Naois,  Aillean,  and  Ardan,  the  renowned 
sons  of  Uisneach  ?  Naois  fell  in  love  with  Dearduil, 
and  Dearduil  loved  Naois  ;  and,  accompanied  by 
Aillean  and  Ai'dan,  they  fled  together  to  Scotland. 
On  the  shore  of  Loch  Naois  (Loch  Ness)  they  built 
a  tower,  from  the  window  of  which  they  could  slay 
the  salmon,  and  from  the  door  the  bounding  stag  ; 
and  here  they  for  a  season  lived  in  safety  and 
happiness.  But  their  retreat  became  known  to 
Conachar,  and  he  sent  Farquhar  Mac-Ro  to  them 
with  an  assurance  of  his  friendship  and  an  invitation 
to  a  great  feast  which  he  was  about  to  give.  Dear- 
duil foreboded  evil,  and  entreated  Naois  not  to  go  ; 
but  he  would  not  listen  to  her,  and  they  all  accom- 
panied Farquhar  Mac-Ro  to  Ireland.  The  King's 
promises  were  fair,  but  his  heai-t  was  false  ;  and  the 
Sons  of  Uisneach  were  treacherously  slain,  and  their 
bodies  laid  in  one  grave.  Then  Dearduil  looked 
into  the  open  grave  and  said — "  Let  Naois  of  my 
love  move  to  one  side :  let  Aillean  press  close  to 
Ardan  :  if  the  dead  could  only  hear,  you  would 
make  room  for  me."     And  the  dead  did  make  room 


^m^^ 
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for  her ;  and  she,  laying  herself  by  her  husband's 
side,  expired !  But  the  King  would  not  have 
Naois  and  Dearduil  lie  in  the  same  grave,  and  he 
caused  her  to  be  buried  on  the  opposite  bank  of  an 
adjoiuiug  stream  ;  and  a  tender  pine  sprang  out  of 
the  grave  of  Naois,  and  another  out  of  the  gi-ave  of 
Dearduil.  and  the  pines  grew  and  joined  above  the 
stream/ 

Although  the  Children  of  Uisneach  wei-e  thus 
slain,  their  fame  did  not  die  in  Alban  ;  and  as  the 
name  of  Naois  is  borne  by  Loch  Ness,  the  river 
NesB,  and  Inverness,  so  does  the  vitrified  fort  of 
Dun-Dearduil,  on  the  Stratherrick  side  of  the  lake, 
bear  that  of  his  faithful  Darthula.^ 

The  Romans,  whose  dominion  never  extended 
over  the  territory  of  the  Northern  Picts,  were 
forced,  in  the  year  410,  for  ever  to  quit  Britain; 
and  for  the  next  century  and  a  half  the  hi'story  of 
the  North  of  Scotland  is  hidden  in  impenetrable 
mists.  Wheu  the  clouds  rise,  we  find  Brude  Mac- 
Mailcon,  the  Pictish  King,  who  liad  his  seat  on  the 

'  S«e  the  full  Gnelic  version  of  thin  tain  {by  Mr  Ales,  Carinicbael)  in 
TkkDttu.'lioiin  of  Inrernew  Gaelic  Society,  Vol.  XJII. 

*  The  If^DiUry  nrigia  of  the  nune  of  Loch  New  muat  not  be  iKCopted 
Mriotul]'-    The  true  origiD  will  lie  disoussed  in  h  eubueijuent  clinpter.    The 
Childrrn  of  risiieach,  however,  who  gave  many  ploce-nameti  to  the  di^li'kl  of 
'tjUBk  Etivei  appear  alno  to  have  been  aasociiiled  with  the  diotrict  of  Loch  Nem. 
jjii  Deirdire's  Lament  for  Alba,  Nauis  and  herself  are  thus  referred  to  : — 
He  Bont  to  her  a  friaking  herd— 
A  wild  hind  and  a  fawn  at  iU  foot ; 
Ad(]  he  went  to  her  ou  a  visit 
A>  ho  returned  from  the  boat  of  Inveruean. 

— Tnuinctionii  of  the  Gaelic  Society  uf  Dublin  (1808)  ; 
T»nalation  b  HigMaml  Monthly  fur  July,  I890. 
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banks  of  the  river  Ness,  at  war  with  the  Dalriad 
Scots,  a  Graelic  race,  whom  he  defeated  in  560  ; 
and  St  Columba  at  war  with  paganism  at  Brude's 
court,  and  preaching  the  gospel  in  Airchartdan — 
the  first  glimpse  we  get  of  the  name  of  our  Parish/ 
Columba's  story  will  be  told  in  a  future  chapter. 
Brude  died  about  584,  and  for  generations  after  his 
death  his  successors  maintained  a  hard  struggle 
for  existence — sometimes  fighting  with  their  old 
enemies  of  Dalriada  ;  sometimes  engaged  in  inter- 
necine feuds  with  Pictish  claimants  to  the  crown  ; 
and,  latterly,  involved  in  frequent  trouble  with 
the  fierce  Norse  Vikings,  who  had  begun  to  ravage 
and  lay  waste  the  Scottish  shores.  Suffering  thus 
from  within  and  without,  the  Pictish  monarchy 
gradually  declined,  until,  in  844,  Kenneth  Macalpin, 
King  of  the  Scots,  but  in  whose  veins  Pictish  blood 
also  flowed,  placed  the  crown  of  Brude  on  his  own 
head.  He  did  not  extirpate  the  Pictish  nation,  as 
historians  have  erroneously  supposed.  On  the  con- 
trary, for  half  a  century  he  and  his  successors 
were  called  kings  of  the  Picts.  The  old  race  still 
survived,  and  the  present  inhabitants  of  the 
province,  including  the  people  of  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston,  are  their  direct  descendants — mixed 
with  the  Gael,  and  to  a  slight  extent  with  the 
Norse  and  the  Saxon.  The  Pictish  tongue,  however, 
which  appears  to  have  somewhat  resembled  the 
Welsh,  gave  place  in  course  of  time  to  its  relation, 
the  Gaelic  language  of  the  Scots — the  result,  mainly, 

^  Adamnan's  Vita  Sancti  Ck)lumb8c  III.,  c.  xv. 
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of  the  influence  of  the  Gaelic-speaking  clergy  of  the 
CWtic  Church. 

Thase  Picts  of  Moray  were  deeply  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  very  stubborn  was  the 
fight  which  they  made  for  their  independence.  Led 
by  their  own  monuaors.  or  "  great-mayors,"  they  for 
many  years  struggled  for  freedom,  not  only  against 
the  Scots,  who  harassed  their  southern  borders,  but 
also  against  the  Norsemen,  who  pressed  hard  upon 
them  from  the  north.  For  a  time  they  were  forced 
to  own  the  Norse  sway ;  but  they  threw  off  their 
yoke  in  the  time  of  the  Mormaor  Finlay,  who  in 
1020  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  the  famous  Macbeth. 
The  new  mormaor  at  first  allied  himself  with  the 
Scottish  King — the  Gracious  Duncan  of  Shakes- 
peare— and  maxie  common  cause  with  him  against 
the  powerful  Norwegian  Earl  Thorfinn.  In  the  end, 
however,  he  slew  the  King,  and  joined  the  Earl  in 
partitioning  the  country  between  themselves.  Mac- 
beth took  the  crown  and  the  territory  of  the  dead 
King,   leaving  the  province  of  Moray  to  Thorfinn, 

L-who    became    ruler   of  all    Scotland    north    of    the 
jrrampians.     The  Moraymen  repudiated  the  selfish 

■Arrangement,  but  it  was  only  on  Thortinn's  death  in 

|-1057  that  they  were  able  finally  to  get  rid  of  the 

■  "Viking  i-ule. 

In  connection  with  these  events,  tradition  relateB 

at  Monaidh  MacRigh    Li'chlainn — Monie,  son  of 

-■  King  of  Scandinavia— landed  in    Argyle  with 

large    force,    accompanied     by    his    sister.     Hie 

retreat  to    his   ships   having  been    cut  oft'  by    the 
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natives,  he  was  pursued  northward  through  the  Cale- 
donian valley,  until  he  reached  Urquhart,  where  he 
made  a  stand  on  the  high  rock  of  Craignionie, 
which  is  still  crowned  with  the  remains  of  ancient 
fortifications.  There  he  and  his  companions  bravely 
held  their  own  for  a  time,  his  sister  taking  shelter 
in  a  crevice  still  known  as  Leahaidh-Niglican-an- 
Righ — the  Bed  of  the  King  s  Daughter.  Driven 
at  last  to  the  plain  below,  the  Noi^semen  were  forced 
to  give  battle,  and  were  defeated  with  great 
slaughter.  Monie  escaped  with  his  sister,  but  at 
Corrimony  he  was  overtaken  and  slain.  The  people 
of  the  Glen  took  kindly  to  the  hapless  princess,  and 
she  lived  among  them  for  many  a  day.^ 

King  Duncan  left  a  son,  Malcolm,  called  Ceann- 
mor,  or  Bighead,  who,  when  he  reached  the  years  of 
manhood,  resolved  to  wrest  his  father  s  kingdom 
from  Macbeth.  His  eflforts  met  with  success,  and 
Macbeth  lost  his  crown  and  his  life  in  battle  with 
him,  in  1057.  About  the  same  time,  Thorfinn  died, 
and  the  province  of  Moray  reverted  to  the  iTile  of  the 
mormaoi's,  who  assumed  the  style,  and  claimed  the 
independence,  of  kings.  But  the  covetous  eye  of 
Ceannmor  was  on  the  fair  province.  He  invaded  it  in 
1078,  and,  routing  the  forces  of  the  Mormaor  Maels- 
nectan — Ri  Mnireh  (King  of  Moray)  as  he  is  called  in 
the  Annals  of  Ulster — annexed  it  to  his  crown.     On 

^  The  Norse  Sagas  contain  numerouB  iimtauccsi  of  women  accompanying 
the  VikingB  on  their  warlike  expeditions.  The  place-names  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Craigmonie  point  to  some  conflict  or  conflicts  of  the  past — Blair- 
na-Oeilt,  the  Field  of  Terror  ;  PoU-a-Ohaorr^  the  Pool  of  Gore  ;  Lctg-ntMn- 
CSupairean,  the  Hollow  of  the  Ai'chers. 
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Malcolm's  death  it  again  fell  iiiuier  the  rule  of  the 
mormaors,  and  a  long  straggle  tor  it  began.  In  1130 
David  the  First  defeated  the  Moraynien,  and  slew 
Angus  their  mormaor,  and  four  thousand  of  their 
number.  Ar/tr  Muriamh  in  Albain — the  slaughter 
of  the  Men  of  Moray  in  Alban — are  the  significant 
words  in  which  the  Irish  annals  record  the  event.' 

After  this  disaster,  the  Men  of  Moray  not  only 
owned  David's  sway,  but  they  also  fought  under  his 
banner.  In  his  war  with  King  Stephen,  they  fol- 
lowed him  into  England,  and  had  the  honour  of 
fighting  under  his  own  immediate  conmiand  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Standard.*  But  they  were  submissive 
only  so  long  as  they  were  weak,  and  in  1160  they 
again  measured  swords  with  their  old  foes.  The 
supeiior  nuiulters  of  the  Scots  prevailed ;  and  Mal- 
cohn  the  Second,  wishing  to  put  an  end  for  ever  to 
the  aspirations  of  the  Moi-aymen,  removed  their 
principal  men  to  other  parts  of  his  kingdom,  and 
gave  their  possessions  to  loyal  followei-s  of  his  own. 
The  pacification  which  he  desired  was,  however,  not 
yet  possible.  The  old  race  still  continued  to  dream 
of  a  separate  independence,  and  new  leaders  arose  to 
guide  and  direct  them. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  twelfth  century 
Urxiuhart  appears  to  have  been  under  the  rule  of 
one  Conachar,  or  Ochonachar,  a  mighty  man,  who 
looms  largely  in  the  half  mythical  legends  of  our 
Parish.     He  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  Irishman 

■  ActikU  ot  loniBfallen,  in  ChniniulGa  of  the  rii:le  and  ScuU,  170. 
'  Hiulea'  AiiDalH 
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of  the  royal  house  of  Ulster,  and  he  probably 
received  the  Castle  of  Urquhart  and  the  surround- 
ing territory,  which  is  said  to  have  been  previously 
possessed  by  Macraes  and  Macleans,^  as  his  rewai'd 
for  services  rendered  to  the  King  in  the  war  of  1160. 
To  Conachar  the  families  of  Forbes,  Mackay,  and 
Urquhart  still  look  back  as  their  connnon  ancestor ; 
and,  in  allusion  to  his  wonderful  feat  of  killing  a  wild 
boar  of  extraordinary  fierceness  and  strength,  the 
three  families  in  after  years  adopted  the  boar's  head 
as  their  arms.  Strangely  enough,  the  legend  of  his 
adventure  with  the  boar,  which  is  referred  to  by  a 
historian"  of  the  house  of  Forbes,  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  still  survives  in  our  Parish.  Once  upon  a 
time,  says  this  tale  of  the  olden  time,^  the  Castle  of 
Urquhart  was  occupied  by  a  mighty  man  named 
Conachar  Mor  Mac  Aoidh — Great  Conachar,  son 
of  Aodh — who  possessed  a  dog,  which,  on  account 
of  its  extraordinary  size,  was  known  as  A71  Cu 
Mor — the  Big  Dog.  The  Big  Dog,  when  young, 
was  fleet  of  foot  and  powerful  of  limb  ;  but 
age  and  its  infirmities  gradually  overtook  it,  and 
at  last  it  seldom  moved  beyond  the  walls  of 
the  Castle.  Conachar  desired  to  destroy  the  useless 
animal,  but  was  prevented  by  an  old  woman,  who 

^  Rev.  James  Fraser  of  Wanllaw's  Chrouology  of  the  Bissets  and  FraserR 
of  Lovat,  MS.  in  Advocates*  Library. 

*  Mr  William  Forbes,  who  states,  in  his  Preface  to  Lumsden's  "  Houss  of 
Forbes,"  that  Conachar  "  killed  a  great  boarc,  and  he  hade  three  sons,  who 
were  called  the  sons  of  liim  that  killed  the  boare  or  the  beast." 

'  See  the  full  Gaelic  version  in  the  Author's  Legends  of  Qlen-Urquhart : 
Transactions  of  Gaelic  Society  of  InverncsSi  Vol  I.  (1872). 
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said,  "  Leig  leis  a'  chu  :  tha  lath'  f  hein  a  feitheamh 
air" — "  Let  the  dog  live  :  his  own  day  awaits  him." 
And  so  it  did  ;  for  on  one  of  the  days,  as  Conachar 
went  forth  to  hunt,  he  was  followed  by  the  Big 
Dog,  playful  and  nimble  as  in  the  days  of  its  youth. 
The  country  was  ravaged  and  ruined  at  the  time  by 
a  wild  boar,  from  which  no  man  was  ever  known  to 
have  escaped  alive  ;  and,  ere  Conachar  had  proceeded 
far,  lie  was  attacked  by  the  fierce  monster.  Manfully 
though  he  defended  himself,  his  spear  fell  harmless  on 
his  rough-skinned  foe,  and  he  would  have  been  over- 
powered had  not  the  faithful  Cu  Mor  joined  in  the 
combat.  The  struggle  was  long  and  terrible,  but  in 
the  end  the  boar  was  slain.  But,  alas  !  the  dog  also 
received  its  death-wound,  and  expired  at  its  master  s 
feet.  Conachar  himself,  thus  saved  by  its  devotion, 
lived  for  many  a  day.  He  and  his  sword  lie 
beneath  Clach-Ochonachair,  at  Innis-Ochonachalr,  in 
Urquhart.^ 

*  The  F(>rbesefl  trace  their  descent  from  Conachar's  son,  John,  to  whom 
King  William  the  Lion  granted  the  lanrls  of  Forbois,  from  which  he  took  hia 
surname  [History  of  the  House  and  Clan  of  Mackay,  27].  Conachar'H  son, 
Alexander,  was  employed  by  the  name  King  to  repel  the  Danes  from  Caith- 
ne^,  and,  having  succeeded,  received  the  territory  of  the  vancjuished,  and 
became  the  first  Chief  of  the  Clan  Mac-Aoidh  or  Mackay  [History  of  Clan 
Mackay,  27  ;  William  Forbes'  Preface  to  *'  Housh  of  Forbes"].  Archibald 
Grant,  the  Bard  of  Glenmoriston,  hings  — 

*'  Hugadh  air  a'  mhuir  a'  cheu<l  fhear 
O'n  do  shiollaicli  Clann  Mhic  Aoidh — 
Conachar  mor  ruadh  o'n  cliuan." 

That  is,  "  He  was  bom  on  the  sea  from  whom  the  Clan  Mackay  are  descended — 
Great  Conachar  the  Re<l,  from  the  ocean."  The  Urquharts  are  descended  from 
HDother  son  of  Conachar.  The  eccentric  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  states,  in  his 
True  Pedigree,  that  in  B.C.  554  "  Beltistos  married  Thomyris.  This  Beltisios 
Mas  surnamed  Conachar,  for  which  cause  a  certain  progeny  descended  of  him 
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Notwitiistanding  the  Plantation  of  Moray,  as  the 
removal  of  the  native  chiefs,  and  the  settlement  of 
stmngers  in  their  place,  was  called,  the  natives 
of  Moray  still  continued  to  give  trouble  to  the 
Scottish  kings.  They  looked  with  no  friendly  eye 
on  the  recently  established  Iloinish  Church  and 
the  feudal  institutions  which  it  found  politic  to 
foster ;  and  so  freely  did  its  possessions  suffer  at 
their  hands,  that  Pope  Innocent  found  it  necessary, 
in  1215,  to  issue,  from  his  far-off  home  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tiber,  a  special  protection  to  several 
churches  within  the  province.  Among  them  was 
that  of  our  Parish — Ecclesia  de  Urchard  ultra 
Inwrnya}  The  Pope  invoked  the  curse  of  God,  and 
of  Peter  and  Paiil,  on  such  as  disturbed  the  churches 
or  their  possessions  ;  but  the  Men  of  Moray  cared  for 
none  of  these  things,  and  Zion  was  not  yet  to  enjoy 
peace  and  felicity.  In  1228,  Gillespie  MacScolane 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  disaffected,  and  in 
course  of  his  career  set  fire  to  Inverness,  burnt  cer- 

ia  till  this  hour  colled  the  generation  of  the  Oobaniclmin.  a  race  truly  uf  great 
tuitiquit;  tuid  renowu  iu  the  ctomiuiun  of  Ireluid.  Beltialo^  foumipd  tlie 
Caetle  nf  Urquhart  above  InneniBaw  [Iiivcnie»],  whicli,  being  aftcnTanla 
oompleted  by  hia  poaterity,  hath  ever  wnoe  been  callud  the  Cwtle  Vioki. 
chonchar."  NUbet,  the  aDtiquHriBn,  Htatps  tliat  a  brother  of  Lord  Forb™, 
"  having  ia  keepiEig  the  CaHtle  of  Unjuhart,  touk  bi»  aame  from  the  place  ;" 
and  William  Porbw,  ia  hia  VretBt-e  to  the  "  Houtw  of  Forbes,"  informs  us  that 
Cnnachar'a  wcoad  son  "  wai  called  Uniuharl.  of  whom  in  dewMnded  the  Laird 
of  Cromartie  and  the  Urquharia  ;  and  to  leatifie  to  all  puiteiitio  thnt  they 
denuended  of  bini  tbat  killed  tlie  beant,  they  caused  erect  jiut  the  liko  mouu- 
mcota  at  the  CanUU  of  Urquliart  h  is  lying  at  I>i>gie,  which  is  yet  tn  be  «eeii 
tbere,  *H  is  alleadged."  It  may  be  mure  than  a  coincidence  that  InvcniesB -shirr 
contuna  an  Urtjuhart  aud  an  ItiiiiB-Ochonaehair  ;  RoBsuhire  ai>  l'r(|uh«rt 
Mid  ft  Bad-OchuuMhair  ;  and  Fifeahire  an  ITnjuhart  and  a  lCi:-Coii<|uliar 
(CiU-Couachar). 

'  Hcgislrum  Sloravicase.  [i.  43. 
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tain  castles,  which  were  then  built  of  timber,  and 
haiTied  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Church  and  the 
Crown.  The  King  marched  a^inst  him  in  person, 
without  much  effect  ;  but,  iu  1229,  the  insurgent 
chief  and  his  two  sous  were  treacherously  slain  by 
John  Cimiming,  Justiciar  or  Chief-Justice  of  Scot- 
land, who  sent  tlieir  heads  to  the  King.'  The 
long  struggle  of  the  Men  of  Moray  for  liberty  thus 
came  to  an  end.  Henceforth  they  dreamt  no  more 
of  a  separate  independence. 

Upon  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  the  old 
plan  of  bestowing  the  lands  of  the  offendei-s  upon 
loyal  strangers  was  resorted  to.  Urquhart  was 
granted  to  Thomas  Durward,'  who  possessed  ex- 
tensive estates  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  who  was  appointed  to  the  then  high  ofKce 
erf  Sheriff  of  Inverness.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son.  Sir  Alan  Durward,  Justiciar  of  Scotland, 
who,  having  married  Marjory,  an  illegitimate 
daughter  of  Alexander  tlie  Second,  entered  into 
n^otiations  with  the  Pope  to  legitimate  lier, 
and  from  whom  was  descended  Nicholas  de  Soulis, 
one  of  the  claimants  to  the  Crown  after  the  death 
of  the  Maid  of  Norway.  Sir  Alan  coveted  and 
,-claiDied  a  half  davach*  of  land  in  Urquhart, 
hich    belonged    to    the     church    of    the    Parish, 

'  Furdan  ;  Hailea'  AddkIii. 

lio  name  waa  derived  from  the  office  nf  King's  [/(-irward  (ottiariyit),  wiiiuli 
hereiliCArj'  iu  Ihe  family. 


'  Olm-Prquhart 

«.I»»l«d  of   WX    dBVBclLB-<i 

leich  duchau 

which  vkned  in  ext«ii 

t.    The  wurrt  ia  derived  tniTf 

1  Ihe  Gaelic 

ilnbhach,  a  vn 

like  btU.  bu^d,  &c,  i 

toriBinaUy™p™ente.lame 

afure  cjf  </rai 

n.  and,  also  lil 

Ikme  VimiK,  auae  ii 

1  tiuiB  to  be  applied  Ui  a 

certain  e:tbei 

it  uf  land— a 

ntanl,  probftbly,  mifficiont  to  receive  a  dabluoh 

of  grain  aa 

seed.     Certai 

ielda  U>  Crquliart  an 

1  still  called  Mil. 
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and  the  revenues  of  which  were  enjoyed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  Moray.  William,  the  Chancellor, 
resisted  the  claim.  Through  the  intervention  of 
the  Bishop,  the  quarrel  was  ended  by  a  com- 
promise, the  terms  of  which  were  embodied  in  a 
Latin  deed  which  does  credit  to  the  monkish 
lawyers  of  the  period.  **That  noble  man,"  Sir 
Alan  Durward,  says  this  deed,  after  narrating  the 
cause  of  the  dispute — "that  noble  man,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  has  given  to  the  church  of  Urquhart 
half  the  lands  claimed,  namely,  the  half  of  the  half 
davach  which  is  called  the  half  davach  of  the  fore- 
said church,  in  pure,  free,  and  perpetual  charity. 
But  he  and  his  heirs  will  possess  the  other  half  of 
the  half  davach  in  pei-petual  feu-farm,  giving  there- 
for yearly  to  the  church  of  Urquhart  ten  shillings, 
namely,  five  shillings  at  Pentecost  [Whitsunday], 
and  five  shillings  at  the  feast  of  St  Martin  [Martin- 
mas] in  winter  next  following.  But  further  the 
said  church  of  Urquhart  will  have  one  whole  croft 
and  one  toft  of  four  acres  assigned  to  the  said 
church  near  it,  in  a  suitable  and  convenient  place, 
in  gift  of  the  said  noble  man,  in  pure,  free,  and 
perpetual  charity."  ^ 

^  Reg.  Morav.,  06.  The  luuds  in  dirtputo  were  those  of  Achmonie,  which 
originally  extended  from  Drumbuie  to  Cartaly  (Reg.  Morav.,  155).  The  part 
retained  by  the  Church  under  thiw  Agreement  was  Achmonie  proj>er  :  the 
portion  ceded  to  Durward  was  Culnakirk,  which,  at  a  later  j)eriod,  fell  to  the 
Crown,  and  was  granted  to  John  Grant  of  Olcnmoriston  in  1509.  In  1557 
Achmonie  proi)cr  was  8old  to  John  Mackay.  Latterly  its  revenues  seem  to  have 
gone  to  the  Binhop.  The  return  made  for  lands  held  by  the  Church  in 
pure  charity  (in  puram  tUcmoBynam)  consisted  of  prayers  and  supplicatioua 
for  the  grantor  during  his  life,  and  masses  for  his  soul  after  death.  No 
|>ecuniary  payments  or  military  services  were  exacted. 


MH 
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The  deed  was  executed  in  March,  1233,  and  wit- 
nessed by  Gylleroch  de  Urchard  and  others. 

Sir  Alan  Durward  died  in  1275  without  male 
issue,  and  his  estates  were  divided  among  his  three 
daughters.  His  great  rivals,  the  Cummings  of 
Badenoch,  seem  soon  afterwards  to  have  obtained 
possession  of  Urquhart  Castle  and  its  domain,  and 
to  have  retained  it  until  the  troubles  that  followed 
the  death  of  King  Alexander  the  Third. 
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CHAPTER    IL 

1296—1862. 

Edward  I.  Invades  Scotland. — John  of  Glen-Urquhart.—  Urquhart 
Castle  taken  by  the  English. — Sir  William  Fitzwarine 
Constable. — He  is  harassed  by  Andrew  Moray. — A  Sabbath 
Day's  Journey  and  Fight. — Tlic  Countess  of  Ross  in 
Urquhart. — Moray  Besieges  the  Castle. — Death  of  William 
Puer  and  Fitzwarine's  Son. — An  Army  of  Relief. — 
The  King's  Instructions. — Fitzwarine's  Letter  to  the 
King. — Sir  William  Wallace. — The  English  Expelled  from 
Urquhart. — Forbes  Constable. — Fitzwarine  in  Prison. — His 
Wife's  Devotion. — Edward's  Great  Invasion. — The  English 
again  in  Urquhart. — Forbes  and  his  Garrison  put  to 
the  Sword. — His  Wife's  Escape. — Sir  Alexander  Gumming 
Constable. — Bruce. — Thomas  Randolph  Proprietor  of  Urqu- 
hart and  Glenmoriston. — His  Highland  Followers. — His 
Regency  and  Administration  of  Justice. — His  Murder. — 
Death  of  his  son,  Thomas  Randolph. — John  Randolph. — Sir 
Robert  Lauder  holds  the  Castle  against  Baliol. — His  Visitors 
at  the  Castle.—  Sir  Robert  Chisholm. — John  Randolph  slain, 
and  Chisholm  made  Prisoner. — Chisholm  Constable  of  the 
Castle. — Death  of  Lauder. — His  Character. 

The  events  that  led  to  the  invasion  of  Scotland  by 
Edward  the  First  of  England  are  well  known  to 
every  reader  of  Scottish  histoiy.  At  the  battle  of 
Dunbar,  fought  in  April,  1296,  the  Scots  were 
defeated ;  and,  among  the  prisoners  taken  by  the 
English  when  Dunbar  Castle  subsequently  sur- 
rendered, were  John  of  Glen-Urquhart  and  his 
neighbours,  Christine,  son  of  John  of  the  Aird,  and 
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I  two    of    the    valiant    Grahams    of    Lovat.       These 

I  northern  waiTiors  were  in  the  retinue  of  the  Earl 

t  of  Ross,  with  whom   they  were  sent  in  chains  to 

'  England.     John  of  Glen-Urquhart  was  confined  in 

Berkhamstead  Castle  until  July,  1297,  when  he  and 

the  Grahams  were  Hberated  on  condition  of  serving 

the  English  King  in  France.^ 

After  Dunbar,  Edward  marched  victoriously 
through  Scotland,  until  he  reached  Elgin.  From 
that  ancient  ecclesiastical  centre  he  sent  out  detach- 
ments of  his  army  to  seize  the  northern  strongholds. 
The  Castle  of  Urquhart,  which  now  appears  for  the 
first  time  on  the  page  of  undoubted  history,  was 
taken,  and  placed  under  the  chai-ge  of  Sir  William 
Fitzwarine,  an  English  knight  who  had  acquired 
influence  in  Scotland  thiough  his  marriage  with 
Mary  of  Argyll,  Queen  of  Man,  and  Countess  of 
Stratherne. 

Having  arranged  for  the  management  of 
affairs  in  Scotland,  Edward  returned  to  his  own 
CQuntiy,  exulting  in  the  thought  of  having  effectu- 
ally subdued  the  Scottish  people.  But  he  was 
doomed  to  disappointment.  In  the  South  Sir 
Wiiliam  Wallace  had  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  resolute  band  who  refused  to  bear  the  Eng- 
lish yoke;  while  to  his  companion,  Andrew  Moray, 
son  of  Sir  Andrew  Moray,  proprietor  of  Petty,  near 
Inverness,  and  of  Avoch  in  Ross,  was  entrusted  the 
(hitv  of  raising  the  Higlilanders.  Moray's  appeal  to 
the  northern  patriots  met  with   a  ready    response, 

■  ItotuU  SootiLC,  L.  43,  44.     Steveneou's  HUlortoal  UucutnetitB,  II„  SI . 
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md,  notwithstanding  the  active  friendship  of  Jo^ 
of  the  Aird,  who  desired  to  procure  his  son's  libert 
and    the    Countess    of  Ross,    who    worked    for  1 
husband's  release,  Fitzwarine  and  his  English  j 
rison  were  sorely  pressed.     His  own  letter  to  i 
King,  giving  an  account  of  his  troubles,  still  exist 
From  this  venerable  and  somewhat  mutilated  do( 
inent,  which  is  dated  the  8th  day  before  the  Kalendi 
August  (or  25th  July),  1297,  and  of  which  afac-sii 
is  here  given,  we  learn  that  certain  persons  who  v 
moved  against  Fitzwarine  having  betaken  themseli^ 
to  Andrew  Moray  at  the  Castle  of  Avocli,  and  to  Ala 
ander  Pilchys,  a  patriotic  burgess  of  Inverness, 
aid.   Sir   Reginald   le   Chen,  who   commanded  i 
English  troops    at    Inverness,  wrote  to  Fitzwaj 
requesting  him  to  repair  to  that  town  c 
next   after   the    Feast    of  the    Ascension,  for 
Bultation  concerning  the  King's  affairs.     The  ' 
stable  of  Urquhart  accordingly  travelled  to  Inven 
on  the  Sunday  morning,  with  a  company  of  ho: 
men.     Having  attended  the  conference,  he  f 
on    his   return  journey ;   but   on  the    way  he 
attacked    by  Moray  and  Pilchys,  and  two  at  lei 
of  his  principal  followers  fell,  wounded,  into  ( 
hands,  in  addition  to  eighteen  of  his  h 
which    ten    were    sufficient   for   every  good  world 
The   skirmish    appears  to  have  been  a  severe 
The   riders    of    the    captured    horses   were   doul 
less  slain  or  taken  prisoners  ;  and  the  probability.! 
that  Moray  also  lost  some  of  his   men.      FItzwari 

'  No-3258  of  Kojil  Letters,  in  Publk  Record  Office,  London. 


^Mfis-v^, 
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himself  escaped,  and  reached  the  Castle.  He  was 
followed  by  Moray  and  Pilchys ;  and  next  iiioni- 
ing  the  Countess  of  Robs,  who  had  also  aiTived  in 
the  diHtrict.  sent  an  esquire  to  assure  him  that  she 
had  not  been  a  party  to  the  attack,  and  to  offer 
her  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  fort.  He,  how- 
ever, did  not  desire  her  intermeddling,  "  lest  greater 
peril  should  happen  to  him ;"  and  so  returned  her 
his  thanks  and  declined  the  offer,  as  he  "  trusted 
sufficiently  to  defend  himself  and  the  Castle."  The 
esquire  departed  and  got  safely  past  Moray's  re- 
tainers and  the  burgesses  of  Inverness.  The  Constable 
then  looked  forth  from  the  Castle,  and  saw  the 
force  of  the  Earl  of  Ross's  son ,  wh  om  the 
Countess  had  sent  to  his  relief;  but,  "believing 
that  for  evil  he  had  come,"  he  again  refused  the 
proftered  aid.  His  suspicions  were,  however,  un- 
founded, and  the  Countess  subsequently  fui-nished 
him  with  much  needed  supplies,  and  "did  many 
other  good  works." 

Moray,  having  gathered  a  considerable  ainiy, 
besieged  the  Castle,  and  in  a  night  attack  killed 
William  Puer,  and  Richard,  the  Constable's  son, 
and  apparently  several  others.  He,  however, 
raised  the  siege,  and  retired  for  a  time  with  his 
men  to  the  Castles  of  Avoch  and  Balkeny,  and 
the  woods  of  the  district— the  result,  jirobably,  of 
assistance  given  to  Fitzwarine  by  the  Coinitess  and 
John  of  the  Aird. 

Tidings  of  these  events  soon  reached  the  watchfiil 
Edward,  and  on  11th  June  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
Henry   le  Chen,   the  waiTior-bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
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ordering  Iiim  aod  Sir  Gartenet,  son  of  the  Eai-I  of 
Mar,  to  the  relief  of  the  Castle.  "  Because  from 
the  report  of  certain  individuals,"  says  the  King, 
after  complimenting  the  Bishop  and  Sir  Gartenet 
on  their  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  government 
of  the  Sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen — "  because  from  the 
report  of  certain  individuals  we  learn  that  certain 
malefactors  and  disturbers  of  the  peace,  roaming 
about,  have  killed  some  of  our  servants,  and  im- 
prisoned others,  and  that  they  detain  those  thus 
imprisoned,  and  are  maliciously  laying  ambushes 
for  our  beloved  and  faithful  William  Fitzwarine, 
Constable  of  our  Castle  of  Urquhart,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seizing  that  Castle,  and,  if  possible,  capturing 
William  himself,  we,  desiring  to  stop  their  mischief- 
making  as  quickly  as  possible,  lest  woise  may  come 
of  it,  entrust  it  to  you,  asking  you  in  the  faith  and 
love  in  which  you  are  held  by  us — strongly  enjoin- 
ing you — that  you  and  the  forementioned  Gartenet, 
taking  with  you  all  your  own  forces  and  those  of 
the  whole  Sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen,  proceed  to  the 
foresaid  Castle  without  any  delay,  and  see  the  con- 
dition of  it ;  and  thereafter,  in  consultation  with  the 
said  William,  provide  and  diiect  that  the  Castle 
may  be  so  strengthened  and  garrisoned  that  no 
damage  or  danger  may  in  any  way  occur  to  it. 
And,  for  arresting  malefactors  of  this  kind  and 
bringing  them  to  justice,  do  ye  comport  youraelvea 
with  the  vigour  I  expect  of  you,  that  I  may 
rightly  commend  in  this  business  your  diligence 
and  fidelity.'". 
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At  the  same  time,  John  Gumming,  Earl  of 
Buchan  and  Constable  of  Scotland,  and  his  brother, 
Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  were  ordered  to  join  the 
Bishop  and  Sir  Gartenet  with  their  men,  and  to 
remain  in  the  North  until  the  disturbances  were 
quelled.^  Obedient  to  these  commands,  the  Bishop, 
and  the  Earl,  and  the  two  Knights,  led  their  united 
forces  towai-d  Urquhart.  On  their  way  they  were 
met,  near  the  Spev,  by  Andrew  Moiuy,  at  the  head 
of  "a  very  large  body  of  rogues,"  whom  the  Eng- 
lish wished  to  fight;  but  "  the  aforesaid  rogues 
betook  themselves  into  a  very  great  stronghold  of 
bog  and  wood,  where  no  horsemen  could  be  of 
service."*  When  the  expedition  reached  Inverness, 
the  leaders  sent  for  the  Countess  of  Ross,  who  came 
and  gave  them  wilUng  aid  in  counsel  and  men  ;  and 
from  that  town  they,  in  July,  despatched  letters  to 
the  King,  reporting  their  progress,  and  commending 
the  Countess  for  her  zeal  in  His  Majesty's  cause." 
At  the  same  time  Fitzwarine  sent  his  letter  of  25th 
July,  together  with  a  petition  for  the  release  of 
Christine  of  the  Aird.  "  Be  it  known,  moreover,  to 
your  dread  Lordship,"  said  he  to  the  King,  "  that 
a  certain  noble  man,  who  is  called  John  of  the  Aird, 
has  been  diligent  about  our  safety,  and  iu  saving  the 
lives  of  om-  Wys,  and  has  one  son  at  Corfi",  who  is 
called  Christine,  who  was  taken  from  the  retinue  of 
the  Earl  of  Ross ;  for  whom  I  supplicate  that  you 
will  deign  to  send  him  to  me,  and,  in  my  aid,  to 

'  SleveQBnn,  II.,  311.  '  Report  to  Edward. — Ilnd. 

"Stevensou,  II.,  209-211. 


24  URQUHART    AND    GLENM( HUSTON. 

Urquhart ;  you  knowing  tor  certain  that  by  the 
contemplation  of  him  I  shall  have  the  country 
favourable  and  gracious  :  and  where  lie  is  he  serves 
you  to  no  purpose,  and  we  shall  have  great  favour 
by  his  presence  in  this  country  :  and,  if  this  does  not 
please  you,  retain  him  in  your  Court,  if  you  please."' 
When  the  Bishop  and  his  companions  appi"oached 
Urquhart  with  their  large  army,  the  patriots  who 
had  80  troubled  Fitzwariiie  prudently  betook  them- 
selves to  their  native  fastnesses,  and  patiently 
watched  the  course  of  events.  They  had  not  long 
to  wait.  Sir  William  Wallace  made  his  way  into 
the  North  of  Scotland  with  a  body  of  tried 
followers.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  his  footsteps, 
and  what  his  successes  were  we  have  no  means 
of  exactly  determining.  But  we  know  that  he 
was  at  Aberdeen  ;  he  is  said  to  have  reached 
Cromarty  ;  he  probably  saw  Moi'ay's  Castle  of 
Avoch;  and  the  authoress  of  "The  Scottish  Chiefe," 
in  representing  him  as  visiting  the  Castle  of  Urqu- 
hart, may  in  her  romance  have  accurately  stated  ■ 
a  historical  fact.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I>efore  the  end 
of  the  year  the  English  were  driven  out  of  Urquhart ; 
and  the  keeping  of  the  Castle  was  entrusted  to  Sir 
Alexander  de  Bois,  or  Forbes,  who  faithfully  held 
it  in  name  of  Baliol,  to  whom  the  Scots  still 
looked  as  their  lawful  King.  Forbes  had  an  heredi- 
tary interest  in  the  Castle,  ibr  he  was  the  great- 
great-grandson  of  Conachar,  its  ancient  lord. 

'  Rnjttl  Lettera,  No.  2172,  in  Record  Offiue,  LuinliiQ. 
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Before    the    Castie   Burreiidered  to  tlie   patriots, 
Fitzwai'iue  was  appointed  Constable  of  the  Castle 
of  Stirling.     He   subsequently  full  into  the    bands 
of  the   Scots,    by    whom    he    was    kept    in    prison. 
His  wife,  Mary  of  Argyll,  enjoyed  the  special  pro- 
tection  of  the    English    King;'     but  she    was   not 
satisfied    with    her    own    personal    fieedom.     She 
visited     Edward    in     England,    and    interceded    so 
I  successfully  on  behalf  of  her  husband  that  an  arrange- 
L  ment  was  come  to  in  April,  1299,  under  which  he 
I  was  set  at  liberty  by  the  Scots  in  exchange  for  the 
I  liberation-of  Henry  St  Clair  by  the  English.'     At 
I  the  same  time  several  othei-  prisonere,  English  and 
I  Scots,    regained    their  freedom    through    the    good 
I  offices  of  Mary  of  Argyll.'     Her  husband,  however, 
I  did  not  long  survive.     He  was  dead  before  the  end 
I  of  the  year.* 

The  war  continued  for  several  years,  bringing  no 
threat  advantage  to  England,  and  causing  distress  and 
I  desolation  in  Scotland.  At  last  Edwaixi  resolved  to 
ke  a  strenuous  effort  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  close. 
I  Concluding  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  he,  early 
lin  1303,  entered  Scotland  with  an  immense  army  of 
■EngliBh,  Welsh,  Irish,  and  Giascons.  Meeting  with 
Uttie  opposition,  he  marched  through  the  kijigdom 
lonttl  he  reached  the  island -fortress  of  Lochindorb, 

'  StoreuiHiii  II.,  drO—footiioUt. 

'Bwu'ii  Calendar  ot  IVjcuiuenW  ralaCiug  ta  Scotland,  H.,  10S3-110J. 

■Steveaiua  II.,  370. 

*  Oough's  Documeiita  relutiug  tu  tbe   Campniipi  of  Ednnrd  the    First, 

■  p.  249.   Fttxwarine  appears  tii  hive  been  a  yiiuiiger  Bon  of  the  jHiwerful  fiiuiily 

■  «(  tliat  niDie  in  Shropshire.      Mnry  ut  Argyll  (Maiia  <le  Ergadia)  was  in  all 
I  frobalnUt;  »  daughter  of  Eweu  de  Kr^is.    Shewaaiairned  tji(lBt')  Migaus, 

~~    ig  of  Man  ;  (2iid)  Maline,  Earl  of  StraUieme  -,  (3rd)  Fitjnvarine. 
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near  Forres,  burning  and  laying  waste  the  country. 
From  Lochindorb  he  sent  forth  his  forces  against 
the  other  strongholds  of  the  North.  Those  of  Elgin, 
Forres,  Nairn,  and  Inverness,  awed  by  the  near 
presence  of  the  Hammer  of  the  Scottish  Nation, 
opened  their  gates  without  resistance.  It  was  other- 
wise with  the  Castle  of  Urquhart.  In  Edward's 
letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  he  directed  him, 
as  we  have  seen,  to  consult  with  Fitzwarine  as 
to  the  best  means  of  increasing  the  strength  of 
the  Castle.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  appears 
to  have  been  the  erection  of  those  massive  entrance 
towers,  whose  ruins  still  guard  the  only  landward 
approach.^  These  towers,  built  to  check  the  eager 
Highlanders,  had  now  become  their  defence  ;  and 
when  Forbes  was  summoned  to  surrender,  he  re- 
fused with  scorn.  The  English,  therefore,  settled 
down  on  the  gentle  slope  that  connects  the  Castle 
Rock  with  the  adjacent  Eagle  s  Height,  resolved  to 
starve  the  garrison  into  submission.  Winter  was 
near,  and  Edward  returned  to  the  South,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  Dunfermline. 

During  the  siege  the  English  forces  lay  under  the 
shadow  of  the  Eagle's  Height,  supporting  themselves 
at  the  expense  of  the  surrounding  country  ;  while  the 
brave  band  on  the  Rock  husbanded  their  scanty 
stores  to  the  utmost.  But  soon  the  last  morsel  was 
doled  out,  and  Forbes  and  his  companions  resolved 
to  fight  their  way  through  the  enemy,  or  perish  in 
the  attempt.     The  impatient  besiegers  see  with  joy 

^  See  Appendix  A  for  description  of  the  Castle,  by  Mr  Alexander  Rost. 
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the  drawbridge  lowered — but  the  only  person  who 
crosses  is  an  ill-clad  female,  who  informs  them  that 
she  is  a  poor  woman  who  happened  to  be  within 
the  Castle  when  the  siege  began,  and  that  her  pre- 
sent condition — for  she  is  about  to  become  a  mother 
— necessitates  her  venturing  forth.  Her  story  is 
believed ;  the  generous  soldiers  permit  her  to  pass ; 
and  she  climbs  the  brow  of  the  Eagle's  Height,  from 
which,  as  from  the  gallery  of  a  theatre,  she  may 
witness  the  desperate  step  about  to  be  taken  by  her 
husband — for  she  is  none  other  than  the  wife  of  Sir 
Alexander  Forbes,  clad  in  beggar  s  garb  the  more 
easily  to  escape  detection. 

When  the  lonely  lady  had  got  fairly  beyond 
danger,  the  drawbridge  was  again  made  to  span  the 
moat ;  and  Forbes  and  his  faithful  followers  dashed 
across  into  the  midst  of  the  astonished  English. 
They  fought  with  the  courage  of  despair — 

"  They  fought  together  as  brethren  true, 
Like  hardy  men  and  bolde ; 
Many  a  man  to  the  ground  they  thrue, 
And  many  a  harte  made  colde." 

But  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  pierce  through 
the  mass  of  soldiery,  and  they  were  cut  down  to  a 
man. 

Forbes'  wife  escaped  to  Ireland,  where,  to  quote 
from  Boece,  "  She  bore  hir  son  Alexander.  This 
Alexander,  quhen  Scotland  wes  recoverit  out  of 
Inglismennis  handis,  come  to  King  Robert  Bruce, 
and  desirit  to  be  restorit  to  his   faderis   heritage, 
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quhilk  wes  occupyit  for  the  time  with  otht 
Boris.  King  Robert  wes  wery  quhat  was  to  be  dono 
in  this  mater;  for  he  thocht  it  nocht  seniand  than 
ane  prince  suld  tak  the  landis  fra  iiobill  menJ 
quhilkis  wer  gevin  to  thaim  In  reivaid  of  thair  maa-J 
heid  ;  and  aJs,  it  wes  not  just  to  spulye  the 
of  his  kindely  heritage,  quhilk  had  his  fader,  bifl 
freindis,  and  all  his  guddis,  tint  in  defence  of  th^ 
realme.  Thus  wes  aue  midway  devisit,  be  quhil 
certane  landis  in  Mar,  of  litil  les  proffet  than  thi 
landiB  of  Urquhard,  were  gevin  to  the  said  AleM 
ander  Boyis."' 

This  Alexander  was  a  worthy  son  of  his  brav 
father.  He  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  house  ( 
Bruce,  and  fell  at  the  battle  of  Dupplin,  in  1332. 

The  Castle  having,  on  tlie  death  of  Forbei 
been  taken  possession  of  by  the  invadere,  Sil 
Alexander  Gumming  was  appointed  Constable  botl^ 
of  it  and  of  Tai'wedaile,  "  two  of  the  strongest  castlei 
in  the  country,""  and  he  continued  to  hold  it  ini 
Edward's  interest  till  the  final  expulsion  of  thffl 
English  by  Robert  the  Bruce. 

During  Edward's  triumphant  progi-ess  through 
Scotland,  John  Gumming  of  Badenoch,  Governor  of 
the  Kingdom,  kept  up  a  show  of  resistance  ;  but  his 
forces  were  routed  near  Stirling,  and  his  sub- 
mission speedily  followed.  Wallace,  however,  still 
refused    to    yield;    but    in    1305    be    was  betrayed 

'Belleoden'B  Bocce  (EiL  18-21),  vol.  II.,  p.  377.  Sep  bIbo  Holingslipd  ; 
BaahBDUi  ;  ALercrtnubie'a  Uartikl  AcliieveniEiits  ;  and  A)>er<Ieen  and  BftcfF 
CoUecCious  (Spaliliug  Club),  609. 

'  Letter,  Earl  ot  Atliole  to  Edward  1.,  in  Record  OfficB.  Tarwednae : 
prabablj  Toiradale  or  lledcaatle. 
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by  the  felse  Menteith,  and  conveyed  to  London, 
where,  after  a  sham  trial  for  treason  to  a  King 
whose  sovereignty  he  had  never  owned,  he  was  put  to 
death  with  a  refinement  of  cruelty  that  brands  the 
character  of  the  great  Edward  with  indelible  infamy. 
With  the  vHew  of  terrifying  the  Scots  into 
submissioD,  Edward  had  the  severed  limbs  of  the 
patriot  publicly  exposed  in  Berwick,  Perth,  and 
Aberdeen.  The  efiect  was  not  what  he  antici- 
pated. The  ghastly  spectacle  only  strengthened 
the  resolution  of  the  people,  and  when,  in  1306, 
Bruce     deserted     the     English     cause,     and     was 

k  crowned  King  of  Scots,  desperate  and  determined 

I  men  flocked  to  his  standard.  In  the  North  his 
principal  supporter  was  David,  Bishop  of  Moray, 
who  went  through  his  diocese  exhorting  the  people 
to  fight  for  liberty,  and  boldly  preaching  the 
doctrine  that  to  resist  the  English  was  as  meri- 
torious as  to  join  the  Crusaders  who  made  their 

[  way  to  heaven    through    the  blood  of  pagans    and 

\  Baracens. 

Bruce,  unfortunate  at  first,  and  forced  to  seek 
safety  in  tlie  Western  Isles,  at  length  met  with 
some  measure  of  success ;  and,  making  his  way 
northward,  he  seized  the  Castle  of  Inverness,  which 
■was  negligently  guarded  on  account  of  its  remote 
situation.*  The  capture  of  Urquhart  Castle  and  the 
other  northern  strengths  speedily  followed  ;  and  it 
is  interesting  to  notice  that  among*the  bold  barons 
who  helped  to  bring  about  this  result  was  Simon 

'  BucliaiiHit. 
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Fraser,  the  first  of  his  name  wlio  settled  in  the 
district  of  Loch  Ness. 

Among  the  Scots  who  had  espoused  the  cause  of 
Kdward,  and  for  a  time  refused  to  desert  him,  the 
most  renowned  was  Bruce's  nephew,  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph. That  young  soldier  was,  however,  captured 
bv  Sir  James  Douglas,  and  persuaded  to  join  his 
uncle ;  and  he  thereafter  served  with  such  valour 
and  fidelity  that  in  1313  he  was  created  Earl  of 
Moray,  and  received  a  grant  of  that  province,  includ- 
ing Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston.  And  thus  it  was, 
as  we  have  seen,  that  Bruce  was  unable  to  restore 
the  Castle  lands  to  young  Alexander  Forbes  on  his 
return  from  Ireland.  Although  the  terms  of  Rsji- 
dolph's  charter  were  comprehensive  enough  to 
convey  the  Castle  to  hlra,  it  was  during  his  life- 
time garrisoned  and  provisioned  by  the  King ;  and 
iifter  his  death  it  was  expressly  reserved  from  the 
grants  of  the  Earldom  to  his  successore. 

Randolph,  having  visited  his  new  northern  terri- 
tory, returned  to  Bruce  with  a  following  of  Highland 
vassals  and  retainers,^  who  soon  had  an  opportunity 
of  distinguishing  themselves  on  the  field  of  Bannock- 
burn,  where  their  young  leader  commanded  the 
centre  of  the  Scottish  army.  In  that  army,  says 
Holingshed,  weie  three  thousand  fierce  and  forward 
Irish  Scots  called  Katerans  or  Redshanks — an  apt 
enough  description  of  the  impetuous  and  kilted 
Gaels  who  followed  Randolph  In  his  exploits  in 
England  and  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  to  whom 

•  BuruB'  War  of  Indepandence,  II.,  290. 
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Bruce  himself  entrusted  such  desperate  work  as  the 
driving  of  the  English  from  the  heights  of  Biland  in 
Yorkshire.* 

Bruce  died  in   1329,  leaving  the  crown   to    hia 
infant  son  David,  and  having  appointed  Randolph 
regent  during  the  Iwy's  minority.     The  wars  which 
filled  the  great  Kings  reign  prevented  his  giving 
that  attention  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  country 
which  they  required,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
bloodshed  and  thieving  and  general  lawlessness  pre- 
vailed.    The  Regent  at  once  set  himself  to  rectify 
the  evils.     He  made  a  progress  through  the  country, 
L"  dispensing  justice   even  to    Inverness,"^  and  dis- 
(cliat^ng    his    duties    with    a   wise    severity   before 
■which  crime  speedUy  disappeared.     Even  the  decrees 
of  the  all-powerful  Roman  Pontiff  failed  to  turn  him 
aside  from  strict  and  impartial  justice.     A  certain 
person  who  slew  a  priest  having  fled  to  Rome,  pro- 
cured papal  absolution,  and  then  returned.      Ran- 
b  dolph  heard  of  the  man's  arrival  as  he  was  holding 
court    at    Inverness,    and    caused    him    to    be 
l,brought  before  him  on  the  charge  of  murder.     The 
ftsccused  pleaded  the  Pope's  aljsolution,    "The  Pope," 
[■replied    the    Regent,  "  may   absolve   you  from    the 
I  spiritual  consequences  of  the  sin,  but,  for  the  crime 
■which  you  have  committed  against  the  law  of  tliis 
'  land,  I  am  your  judge" — and  he  ordered  him  off  to 
iDstaDt  execution.'    The  means  he  adopted  to  repress 
robbery  were  pecuhar.     "Aware,"  says  Tytler,  "of 


'TyUwI... 


*  SooUchronicoD,  Lib.  XIIL,  i 


BBrbcur'n  Bmee  (Spalcliiig  Club),  433. 
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the  important  influence  of  the  local  magistrates  and 
judges,  he  made  every  sheriff  responsible  for  the 
thefts  committed  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  so  that, 
according  to  the  simple  illustrations  of  the  chronicles 
of  those  times,  the  traveller  might  tie  his  horse  to 
the  inn  door,  and  the  ploughman  leave  his  plough- 
share and  harness  in  the  field,  without  fear ;  for,  if 
carried  away,  the  price  of  the  stolen  article  came  out 
of  the  pocket  of  the  sheriff."^ 

But  all  too  short  was  the  EarFs  career  as  judge 
and  administrator.  John  Baliol  was  dead,  and  his 
son,  Edward,  resolved  to  fight  for  his  father's  crown. 
Accompanied  by  a  number  of  English  barons 
and  their  retainers,  and  encouraged  by  certain  dis- 
affected Scotsmen,  he,  in  1332,  sailed  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Humber  for  Scotland.  Randolph  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  prepared  to 
meet  the  invaders ;  but  at  Musselburgh  he  was 
poisoned  by  an  infamous  friar  whom  his  unscrupul- 
ous enemies  had  hired  for  the  purpose.  His  estates 
and  title  fell  to  his  eldest  son,  Thomas — a  brave 
youth,  who  was  killed  a  few  months  later  on  the 
fatal  field  of  Dupplin.  Thomas  was  succeeded  by 
John,  the  Regent's  second  son,  who  worthily  main- 
tained the  honour  of  his  name.  After  the  battle  of 
Dupplin,  where  the  Scots  were  defeated,  Baliol 
pressed  on  to  Scone,  and  was  crowned  King  ;  but 
the  great  bulk  of  the  nation,  inspired  by  Sir  Andrew 
Moray,^  who  had  succeeded  Randolph  as  Regent, 

1  Tytlcr  I.,  c.  v. 

'  Son  of  the  Andrew  Moray  who  was  in  Urqubart  in  1297,  and  who  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Stirling,  in  that  year. 
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stood  by  the  son  of  Bruce,  and,  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  young  John  Randolph  suddenly  swooped  down 
with  a  body  of  hoi-se  on  Baliol's  camp  at  Annan,  slew 
his  principal  supportei-s,  and  chased  himself  half- 
naked  over  the  English  Border. 

Edward  the  Third  of  England,  who  had  hitherto 
contented  himself  with  giving  secret  encouragement 
to  Baliol,  now  resolved  to  assist  him  openly.  Invad- 
in|f  Scotland  with  a  lai-ge  army,  he  was  victorious 
at  the  battle  of  Halidon  Hill,  in  July.  1333.  Of  the 
four  divisions  into  which  the  Scottish  army  was  on 
that  day  divided,  one  was  led  by  John  Randolph, 
assisted  by  Simon  Eraser  of  Lovat,  and  another  by 
the  Earl  of  Ross.  Iiovat  and  Ross  fell.  Randolph 
escaped  to  France,  wliere  he  remained  until  the 
following  year. 

The  immediate  i-esult  of  the  disaster  at  Haliflon 
Hill  was  the  almost  entire  submission  of  Scotland  to 
BalioL  Five,  however,  of  the  principal  fortresses 
still  refused  to  open  their  gates  to  him;  nnd, 
as  of  old,  Urquhart  was  found  among  the  faithful 
few.^  That  stronghold  had  been  well  maintained 
by  Bruce  and  the  Regent  Randolph,"  and,  at  the 
time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  Sir  Robert 
Lauder  of  Quarrelwood,  son  of  Lauder  of  the  Bass, 
was  its  Constable.  He  also  held  the  importanf 
office  of  Justiciar  of  the  North.  He  and  his 
northern  i"etainers  were  present  at  Halidon  Hill,  and 

■  BoMT,  IL,  424  ;  B&iln'  AddkIh.  Tlie  other  ciwlles  were  nuiubHrU>D, 
Locliteveo,  KHdruumie,  and  Lochmaben. 

'It  WM  pnivuioneil  in  1332  "by  onier  of  the  King."  (E«cliei|uer 
Boil*,  I.,  418). 
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hurried  home  immediately  after  the  battlcj  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  Castle  against  the  invadei*s. 
Next  year  (1334),  the  English  forces  appeared  before 
it ;  but  the  Constable  was  prepared  for  them,  and 
they  were  successfully  resisted  until  Sir  Andrew 
Moray,  John  Randolph,  and  the  Steward  of  Scot- 
land ai'rested  Baliol's  progress,  and  drove  him  once 
more  across  tlie  Border. 

Edward  the  Third,  chafing  under  this  reverse, 
again  led  an  army  into  Scotland ,  and  pene- 
trated as  iar  as  Inverness.  John  Randolph 
stoutly  resisted,  but,  in  1335,  his  army  was 
defeated  at  Jedburgh,  and  he  himself  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  England,  where  he  was 
confined,  first  in  the  Castle  of  Bamborough, 
afterwards  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  sub- 
sequently in  Windsor  Castle,  mitil  1341,  when  he 
was  released  through  the  mediation  of  the  Kuig  of 
France,  and  exchanged  for  the  Eai-l  of  Salisbury, 
who  was  a  prisoner  with  the  French.'  Notwith- 
standing these  crushing  calamities,  Lauder  continued 
loyal  to  King  David,  and,  although  Baliol  and 
the  English  devastated  the  surrounding  countiy 
with  fire  and  sword,  the  Castle  does  not  appear  to 
have  fallen  Into  their  hands.  Before  long  Baliol  was 
finally  expelled  from  Scotland;  and,  after  some  yeai-s 
of  desultory  warfare,  peace  was  concluded  between 
England  and  Scotland. 

In  Sir  Robert  Lauder  the  Church  had  a  warm 
friend,  and  a  powerful  protector  ;  and,  in  consideratioa 

'  HaUcs"  Anuald  ;  Tytler,  I.,  .:.  v. 
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of  his  many  eerv-ices  to  her,  and  of  an  annual  feu- 
duty  of  four  merks  sterling,  he,  in  1334,  received  a 
grant  from  Jolin  Pilmore,  Bishop  of  Moray,  of  "  the 
half  davach  of  our  land  of  Aberbreachy  [Abriachan], 
lying  Ijetwsen  the  barony  of  Bonach  [Bona]  on  the 
east,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  barony  of  Urcliard  on 
the  west,  on  the  other  side  ;  with  our  land  of  Auch- 
munie,  lying  between  the  land  of  Drinnbuy  on  the 
eaet,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  Cartaly  on 
the  west,  on  the  other  side,  within  the  barony  of 
Urehard  aforesaid."'  These  estates  of  Abriachan 
and  Achmonie  had  long  been  the  property  of  the 
Church. 

Within  the  old  walls  of  his  Castle,  Sir  Robert 
Lauder  entertained  right  royally.  Among  the 
^ests  who  were  met  together  there  on  4th  July, 
1342,  were  William,  Earl  of  Ross ;  Reginald, 
son  of  Roderick  of  the  Isles  ;  the  Bishop  of 
Moray  ;  the  Bishop  of  Robs  ;  Sir  James  de  Kei-dale  ; 
Sir  William  de  Mowbray  ;  Sir  Thomas  de  Liehtoun, 
Canon  of  Moi'ay ;  John  de  Berclay  ;  Adam  de 
Urquhart ;  John  Yong  de  Dingwall ;  "  and  many 
,hers,  clei^ymen  and  laymen"* — a  goodly  company 
Illy  These  all  witnessed  a  charter  by  the  Earl  to 
leginald,  of  the  lands  of  Kintall,  as  a  reward  for 
his  services.  But  in  those  times  the  course  of 
friendship  was  liable  to  be  interrupted,  and  in  1346 
assassinated  his  vassal  within  the  Monastery 
bf  Elcho.* 

urav.,  !55.  -  Supplement  tii  Acts  of  Pari,  cif  S<xit,  7. 

'  T.vtler  I ,  c.  v.  ;  Gregory's  Highlaniie,  2/. 


36 


UByUHAUT  AND   GLKNMORISTON. 


Lauder's  only  daughter,  Anne,  who  was  married 
to  a  member  of  the  family  of  Chisholm,  in  Rox- 
burghshire,' had  a  son  who  appears  to  have  lived 
with  his  grandfather  in  Urquhart  from  his  youth, 
and  who  became  well  known  in  the  North  as  Sir 
Robert  Chishohn.  In  1345  the  young  man  received 
from  John  Rsindolph  a  grant  of  "  two  davachs  of 
■  land  within  our  [Randolph's]  barony  of  Urchard, 
videlicit,  the  one  half  davach  of  Innermorchen 
[Invermoriston] ;  the  quarter  davach  of  Blare 
[Blarie];  and  the  quarter  davach  of  Lochletare ; 
the  three-quarter  davach  of  Inchebreue,  and  the 
quarter  of  Dulscliaugy""  These  lands  were  the  first 
Highland  possessions  of  the  family  of  Chisholm,  and 
it  is  interestmg  to  note  that  during  the  coui-se  of 
five  centuries  their  names  have  scarcely  undei'gone  a 
change. 

In  1346,  when  Edward  the  Third  was  busy  with 
tlie  siege  of  Calais,  King  David,  who  had  now 
reached  manhood,  invaded  England  with  a  large 
army,  in  which  were  John  Randolph  and  Sir  Robert 
Chisholm,  and  wasted  the  diocese  of  Durham ;  but 
the  expedition  ended  disastrously  at  the  battle  of 
Neville's  Cross,  where  Randolph,  who  commanded 
the  right  wing,  was  slain.  Chisholm  was  taken 
prisoner  along  with  the  King,  and  probably  did  not 
regain  his  libeity  till  His  Majesty's  release  in  1357 
— for  we  do  not  again  meet  bis  name  till  1359,  when 

'  By  Bums  bar  boBband  is  colled  Robprl.  ;  by  others  John.  Tiio  litter  i« 
]irobnbly  the  correct  uune.  His  hod  ippeara  lo  liave  be«u  called  Hobert,  after 
Bir  Robort  Uiuder. 

'  Fumily  ^f  Iiincs  (S[«ldiug  Club),  50. 
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he  became  Constable  of  the  Castle  in  succession  to 
his  grandfather.  The  old  Constable  survived  for 
a  few  years.  On  1st  May,  1362,  he  founded  a 
chaplainry  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Moray,  at  the 
altar  of  St  Peter,  for  his  own  soul,  and  the  souls  of 
his  ancestors,  and  particularly  for  the  soul  of  Hugh, 
£arl  of  Ross.^  And  with  this  pious  deed  Lauder 
the  Good*  vanishes  from  our  view — as  true  a  patriot 
and  as  brave  a  knight  as  ever  fought  in  Scotland's 
cause. 

>  Reg^.  Morav.,  309. 

'^  The  author  of  the  15th  century  chronicle  known  as  Liber  PluteardemU, 
in  referring  to  the  five  castles  which  refused  to  surrender  to  Baliol,  gives 
**  CiBtrum  edam  de  Urquhart,  cujus  custodiam  habult  dominus  Thomas  de 
Lawder,  qui  Bonus  vocatus  est."  The  chronicler,  however,  errs  in  calling 
Lauder  Tkomai, 
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CHAPTER    III. 

1346—1455. 

The  Barony  of  Urquhait  Reverts  to  the  Crown. — Is  Granted  to 
the  Earl  of  Sutherland. — Acquired  by  the  Earl  of  Strathcrue. 
— Sir  Robert  Chisholm. — His  Uninhart  Possessions  go  to  tho 
Wolf  of  Badenoch. — Stratheme  Lets  tho  Baronv  to  the 
Wolf.—The  Wolf  withholds  the  Rent.— A  Royal  Quarrel.-- 
Appeal  to  the  King. — The  Wolf  and  the  Bishop. — The 
Burning  of  Elgin  Cathedral. — Thomas  Chisholm.  —  The 
Wolfs  Death. —  Scramble  for  His  Possessions. — Urquhart 
Seized  by  Donald  of  the  Isles. — Charles  Maclean. — Parliament 
deals  with  the  Castle. — The  Red  Harlaw. — The  Barony 
Possessed  by  the  Earl  of  Mar. — Claimed  by  the  Duke  of 
Albany.  —  A  Compromise.  —  Tho  Castle  Repaired  by  the 
King. — Death  of  Mar. — The  Lord  of  the  Isles  Seizes  the 
Barony. — Hector  Buie  Maclean's  Exploits. — The  Tragedy  of 
Caisteal  Spioradan. — Ogilvy  of  Balfour  holds  the  Castle  for 
the  King. — The  Castle  Taken  by  John  of  the  Isles. — No 
Rent. — Parliament  Annexes  the  Barony  and  Castle  to  the 
Crown. 

The  succession  to  the  Earldom  of  Moray  was 
limited  by  Bruce's  cliarter  to  Thomas  Randolph 
and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body.  His  sons,  who  both 
fell  in  battle,  left  no  issue,  and  accordingly  the 
province,  including-  Urquhart  and  Glenmoristoii, 
reverted  to  the  Crown  on  the  death  of  John 
Randolph  in  1346.  The  other  Randolph  estates 
went  to  the  Regent's  daughter,  "Black  Agnes/* 
famous  in  Scottish  song  and  story  as  the  indomit- 
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able  defender  of  the  Castle  of  Dunbar  against  the 
English.  Her  husband,  the  Earl  of  Dunbar,  assumed 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Moray,  and,  although  his  right 
to  the  Earldom  was  never  formally  acknowledged,  he 
was  probably  allowed  to  reap  some  of  the  advantages 
that  flowed  fnini  its  possession  in  the  days  of  the 
Randolphs.  The  Castle  and  Barony  of  Urquhart 
appear,  however,  to  have  been  retained  in  the  King's 
hands ;  and,  when  the  Earldom  was  granted  by 
Robert  the  Second  to  Agnes'  son,  John  Dunbar, 
they  were  excepted  from  the  grant.' 

King  David  had  no  child  to  succeed  him,  and  his 

nephew,  Robert,  the  Steward  of  Scotland,  was  heir 

to  the  throne,  in  terms  of  a  settlement  solemnly 

ratified    by    Parliament.     But  the  relations  between 

the  King  and  the  Steward  were  not  of  a  friendly 

nature,    and     His    Majesty    entertained    thoughts 

L  of    bestowing    the    crown    on     another    nephew— 

I  John,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  by  Margaret, 

L  iiaughter   of    Robert    the    Bruce.      The    voice     of 

I  the    nation    was,    however,    for   the    Steward,  and, 

I  ■with    the    view    of  strengthening    the  Sutherland 

I  interest,    the    King    bestowed    various    estates    on 

the    Earl    and    his    son,    among     them    being    the 

'  Barony    and    Castle     of    Urquhart,    which     were 

conveyed  to  them  by  chailer  dated  the  last  day  of 

'  Reg.  Mag.  Sig.,  118.  The  original  Baron j  uf  Urquhart  wan  erected  in 
the  days  of  the  iint  Randulph,  and  included  QleDmoriHton.  It  wan  errctetl 
ito»  LiBTlahip  in  the  15th  century.  In  ISOfl  three  new  haroniee  were  created. 
It,,  L'niuhart,  Oleiimoristiui,  and  Currimony.    Achmonie  was  included  iti 

Lical   Barony  of  Spynie,  erected  in   HSl,  and  auhflequently  in  the 
J«rony  of  Kilmylicit,  in  the  Regality  of  Spynie. 
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February,  1359.^  John's  death,  of  the  plague,  iii 
1361,  put  an  end  to  these  schemes,  and,  on  the 
Earl's  death,  in  1370,  the  Castle  and  Barony  agaiii 
became  Crown  property. 

David,  whose  reign  was  not  a  happy  one  for  Soot- 
land,  died  in  February,  1370,  and  the  Stewaixl 
ascended  the  throne  as  Rol)ert  the  Second.  On 
19th  June  following,  he  granted  the  Castle  and 
Barony  to  his  son,  David,  Earl  of  Stratheme,  and 
the  heirs  of  his  body,  and,  failing  such  heirs,  to 
another  son,  Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  the 
heirs  of  his  body.*^  Although  the  Castle  was  not 
expressly  reserved  from  this  grant,  Sir  Robert 
Chisholm,  who,  as  we  saw  in  our  last  chapter, 
became  Constable  in  1359,  continued  to  hold  it  for 
the  Ci'own,  and  his  annual  salary  of  £40  was  paid 
out  of  the  Royal  Exchequer.^ 

Chisholm  early  acquired  great  influence.  He  was 
proprietor  of  Invermoriston,  Blarie,  Lochletter,  Inch- 
brine,  and  Dulshangie  ;  he  held  Achmonie  in  feu 
from  the  Bishop ;  and  he  had  extensive  estates  in 
Morayshire  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Nairn  and 
Inverness.  He  was  Sheriff' of  Inverness,  and  Justiciar 
of  the  regality  of  Moray ;  and,  like  his  grand- 
father. Sir  Robert  Lauder,  he  held  the  still  more 
important  office  of  Justiciar  of  the  North.  Like 
Lauder,   too,   he  was  liberal   to   the  Church ;    and 

^  See  Gordon'H  Earldom  of  Sutherland,  51-53  ;  AdditioDiJ  0*86  for 
Elizabeth  claimiug  the  Title  aud  Dignity  of  Sutherland,  p.  11,  where  Gordon 
is  corrected  on  certain  pointd  ;  Ko1)ertsun'H  Index  to  Charters,  49. 

-  Reg.  Mag.  Sig.,  S5. 

»  Exchequer  R^ilU,  IL,  143,  187. 
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he    it    was    who    tirst    bestowed    on    it    the    lauds 
of  Direbught.  which  are  now  the  propei-ty  of  the 
Kirk  Se88ion  of    luveruess.      "  Since  it    is    known 
to  all  that  all  flesh  veturns  Into  dust,"  says  he  in  his 
deed  of  gift.,  '"and  that  there  Is  nothing  after  death 
except  Him  who  is  the  true  safety,  and  who  redeemed 
the  human  race  on  the  cross,  therefore  1  njake  It  known 
to  all  by  tliese  presents  that  I  have  given,  granted, 
and,  hy  this  my  present  charter,  confinned,  for  the 
salvation  of  my  soul,  and  of  the  souls  of  my  suc- 
cessors and  predecessors,  and  of  all  the  faithful,  six 
acres  of  arable  land  lying  within  the  temtoiy  of  the 
Old  Castle,  in  the  lower  jilahi  thereof    .     .     .     for 
luakiag  an  increase  of  divine  worship  for  ever  to  the 
Altar  of  the  Holy  Rood  of  Inverness,"'     But,  pious 
t  "though  he  was,  he  could  resist  the  claims  of  the 
Chui-ch  when  occasion  demanded.     Among  the  gifts 
I  -of  the  early  kings  to  the  Priory  of  Pluscardyn  was 
the    mill    of  Elgin,    to    which    certain    lands    were 
''  thirled,"  or  attached,  to  the  effect  that  the  owners 
of  the  mill  could  insist  on  gi-inding  the  corn  grown 
on  them,  and  exacting  the  "  nndtures,"  or  miller's 
I  portions  of  meal  and  flour,  which  were  then  a  source 
f  of  considerable  revenue.     Sir   Robert's    Morayshire 
i  estate  of  QuaiTelwood  was  thirled  to  the  mill  of  Elgin. 
[  "When   the  mill  was  acquu-ed  by  the  Priory,  that 

'  InTemcaiautk,  82.  One  of  the  ivitnfaaiH  to  thia  rli^,  wliich  ia  dated 
1M9,  and  ia  preKired  in  the  itrchivca  uf  Ute  Burgh  uf  Inremeaa,  in  WeUnd 
<M.u<.i. — perhaps  the  Brat  appear&ncc  in  the  CbiKhulm  family  of  the 
Chmtiaa  name  Wiland,  or  Valentine,  ur,  in  Gaelic,  Uatain,  which  Bubae- 
^ncntJy  became  an  ccimmon  in  Strathglaafl.  Shi«lach  (SioaaUch,  or  Sioaal)  it 
■tOI  the  Gaetii-  iiHiue  of  Clilabolni. 
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property  was  to  a  large  extent,  if  not  wholly,  in  a 
state  of  nature.  But  it  wiis  subsequently  brought 
under  cultivation,  and  thereupon  the  Prior  demanded 
the  multures.  For  a  time  Sir  Robert  appears  to 
have  paid  them,  but  he  ultimately  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  when  the  gift  was  made  no  grain  grew 
on  the  estate,  and  that  the  thirlage  could  not 
comprehend  land  subsequently  brought  under  culti- 
vation. The  Prior,  determined  to  enjoy  the  disputed 
multures  without  coming  into  unpleasant  personal 
contact  with  the  Knight  of  Quarrelwood,  let  them 
on  lease  to  a  certain  husbandman  of  Findrossie  ;  but 
when  the  man  attempted  to  collect  them,  he  was 
seized  by  Sir  liobert,  and  cast  into  a  private  prison. 
The  matter  was  now  brought  into  the  civil  courts, 
and  Sir  Archibald  Douglas  and  John  de  Hay,  Sheriff 
of  Inverness,  decided  it  in  Chisholm's  favour.  But 
the  Bishop  of  Moray,  who  took  up  the  cause  of  the 
Prior,  addressed  a  petition  to  Sir  Archibald,  craving 
a  recall  of  the  judgment,  arguing  that  the  case  did 
not  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  magis- 
trates, but  fell  to  be  decided  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  concluding  with  a  threat  to  exconununi- 
cate  the  civil  judges  if  they  attempted  anything 
further  by  which  the  Prior  might  be  wronged,  or 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Church  encroached  on.^  The 
threat  of  excommunication  had  the  desired  effect. 
At  a  court  held  by  the  Bishop,  in  January,  1370^ 
the  Priors  pleas  were  sustained,  and  Sir  Robert 
bound  himself  to  pay  the  dues  for  the  future.* 

^  Reg.  Morav.,  168. 
-  MacphairB  Religious  House  of  PluHcaniyn,  78. 


OLDES    TIMES    IN    THE   PARISH. 


43 


^  fen 


Sir  Robert's  daughter,  Joneta,  or  Janet,  became 

,e  wife  of  Hugh  Rose  of  Kib-avock.     Theu*  contract 

marriage,  which  was  executed  on  Thursday,  2nd 

anuaiT,  I3fi4,  within  the  church  of  Auldearn,  and 

the  presence  of  the  Bishops  of  Moray  and  Ross, 

d  Williain,  Earl  of  Ross  and  Lord  of  Skye,  is  an 

[interesting     dcicuinent.     Kilravock,     in    the     usual 

lanner,  binds  himself  to  solemnise  the  niai'riage  in 

of  Holy    Chui'ch.     Sir   Robert,  on  the   other 

id,  undertakes  to  make  over  to  him  and  the  issue 

the  marriage,  the  lands  of  Cantrabundie,  with 

leir  pertinents,  within  Strathnaini ;  and  among  the 

;ber  clauses  of  the  deed,  is  one  providing  "  that, 

from  the  day  of  the  celebration  of  the  man-iage,  the 

said  Sir  Robert  shall  keep  and  maintain  his  said 

daughter  for  three  whole  years  In  meat  and  drink  ; 

but  the  said   Hugh  shall  find  and  keep  her  in  all 

necessaiy  garments  and  ornaments" — a  strange  com- 

ipact,    when    we   consider   the   high    degive    of  the 

parties  to  it.*     The  marriage  of  the  young  people 

duly  followed,  and  their  descendants  still  enjoy  the 

ancient  Barony  of  Kilravock.     Of  Sir  Robert's  sons, 

one,    Alexander,    married    Margaret   of    the    Aird, 

heiress  of  Erchless,  and  became  the  founder  of  the 

femily  of  Stmthglass. 

As  the    Constable  advanced  in  yeai-a  he  reliti- 
.ished  his  possessions  in  Urquhart.     The  lands  of 
Tnvermoriston,    Blarie,    Inchbrine,    Lochletter,    and 
Dulshangie,  which  he  actjuii-ed  from  John  Randolph, 
were    resigned    into    the    hands    of  the    King,  who 

Sen  Che  Cnatnxx,  in  Family  of  Kilravock  (S|iaHiDg  Club),  36. 
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granted  them,  about  the  yeai-  1384,  to  his  son. 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan,  for  an  annual  duty 
of  one  silver  penny,  payable  within  the  Castle 
of  Urquhart.^  And  in  1386,  he  surrendered  the 
lauds  of  Abriachan,  Achmonie,  and  Kllmichael, 
which  he  held  of  the  Church,  to  Bishop  Bur,"'  by 
whom  th«y  were,  in  the  same  year,  granted  to 
Buchan  for  a  yearly  feu-duty  of  four  nierks 
Bterling."  Sir  Robert  having  thus  given  up  all  liis 
lands  in  the  Parish,  resigned  the  post  oi"  Keeper 
of  the  Castle  before  1390,  when  we  find  his  gi"and- 
Bon,  Thomas  Chisholm,  son  of  Alexander  Chisholm 
and  Margaret  of  the  Aird,  holding  the  office,  with  a 
salary  paid  out  of  tlie  Royal  Exchequer.*  The  old 
Constable  soon  afterwards  died,  leaving  behind  him 
a  reputation  for  honesty  of  purpose  and  upright- 
ness in  judgment  second  oiJy  to  that  of  tlie  great 
Randolph  himself. 

The  Earl  of  Buchan,  ht^ing  now  owner  of 
Chisholm's  lands  in  the  Parisli,  obtained  fi'oni  his 
brother,  the  Earl  of  Stratherne,  a  lease  of  thr 
i-emainder  of  the  Barony,  But  he  would  neither 
pay  the  stipulated  rent  nor  surrender  the  lease  ;  and 
in  April,  1385,  Stratherne  appeared  before  the  King 
in  Council,  and  complained  that  Buchan  retained 
violent  possession  of  the  Barony.  The  King  advised 
the  brothers  to  agree,  and  the  matter  was  remitted 
to  His  Majesty's  other  children  for  amicable  settle- 


'  Reg.  Mag.  Sig.,  ITS. 
'  Aotiquities  of  Aber-leen  (Spalding  Ciub),  TV.,  378. 
!g.  Mi.r»v..  1S6.  *  Eicliecjuer  Bolls,  IIL, 
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ment.'  Buchan,  however,  continued  in  possession  ; 
and,  as  he  had  hv  this  time  entered  on  a  care«i'  of 
lawlessness  which  won  for  him  the  name  of  the 
Wolf  of  Badenoch.  the  prohahility  is  that  he  also 
continued  to  withhold  the  rents. 

With  the  view  of  increasing  his  territorial 
influence  in  the  Hi^^hlands,  the  Wolf  manied  the 
widowet!  Eufamia,  Countess  of  Ross  ;  but  her 
place  ill  his  heail  and  household  was  usuiped  by 
oue  Mariota.  daughter  of  Athyn,  and  his  cruelty 
I  "to  the  injured  wife  drove  lier  from  under  his 
ixx)£  For  I'edress  she  appealed  to  the  Bishops  of 
Moray  and  Ross,  who,  after  hearing  the  statements 
of  both  iiarties,  gave  judgment  on  2nd  November, 
1389,  within  the  church  of  the  Preaching  Friara  in 
Inverness,  restoring  her  tu  her  rights  and  status. 
Her  husband  was  oixlained  to  send  away  Mariota, 
and  to  adhere  to  his  lawful  wife,  and  treat  her 
honourably  and  with  matrimonial  affection,  at  bed 
and  board,  and  in  food  and  raiment,  and  all  other 
things  to  which  her  high  station  entitled  her,  and  to 
find  sureties  that  she  should  he  properly  treated, 
"  without  the  fear  of  death,  and  that  he  should  not 
in  any  way  sun-ound  her  with  his  followers,  slaves, 
nobles,  and  othei-s,  contrary  to  common  law." 
Buchan,  who  was  present,  fonnally  acquiesced  in 
the  decision,  and  gave  as  his  sureties  the  Earl 
of  Sutherland,  Alexander  Moray  of  Culhin,  and 
Thomas  Chisholm,  Constable  of  Urquhait  Castle ; 
and  these  ''great  and  notable  persons,"  being  also 

'  Ai'tB  -i  Purl.,  I.,  189. 
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in  attendance,  undertook  to  pay  to  the  Bishops  a 
penalty  of  £200  as  often  as  he  contravened  the 
teiTOS  of  the  judgment.^ 

But  his  acquiescence  was  a  mere  pretence,  and 
neither  the  Bishops'  decree  nor  the  risk  of  pecuniaiy 
loss  to  his  friends  gave  him  any  concern.  He  not 
only  failed  to  dismiss  Mariota,  and  act  honourably 
towards  his  wife,  but,  conceiving  a  spirit  of  revenge 
against  the  Bishop  of  Moray,  who  had  especially 
befriended  her,  he  laid  violent  hands  on  the 
possessions  of  the  Church  within  the  province. 
The  Bishop  retaliated  by  pronouncing  against 
him  the  dread  sentence  of  exconmmnication.  That 
step  only  added  fuel  to  the  flame  of  his  fury, 
and,  in  Mav,  1390 — the  very  month  in  which 
his  royal  father  died  —  he  suddenly  swooped 
down  on  Forres  with  his  retainers,  and  laid 
the  town  and  its  ecclesiastical  buildings  in  ashes. 
Still  continuing  his  sacrilegious  progress,  he,  in  the 
following  month,  set  fii'e  to  *'  the  whole  town  of 
Elgin,  and  the  church  of  St  Giles  therein,  and  the 
House  of  God,  near  Elgin,  eighteen  noble  and  ornate 
mansions  belonging  to  the  canons  and  chaplains, 
and" — sadly  adds  the  chronicler  of  the  event — 
"  what  must  be  more  bitterly  deplored,  the  noble 
and  beautiful  Cathedral  of  Moray,  the  mirror  of  our 
country,  and  the  honour  of  our  kingdom,  with  all 
the  books,  charters,  and  other  valuable  things  of 
the  country,  therein  kept  for  security."^  These 
enormities  were   greater   than   even    Alasdair   Mor 

*  Reg.  Morav.,  353.  -  Ue^.  Morav.,  381. 
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Mac  an  Righ,*  as  hie  Highlanders  dehghted  to  call 
him,  could  perpetrate  with  iiopuuity.     The  vigorous 
prosecution    of    the     Church,    and     the    temporal 
inconveniences  that  followed  the  sentence  of  excom- 
munication, soon   brought  him   to  his  knees ;    and, 
within  the  church  of  the  Black  Friars  in  Perth,  and 
in  presence  of  his  brother,  Robert  the  Third,  and 
I  XDony    of    the    nobility,    he    did    abject    penance, 
'  and    bound    hunself  to   make   what    rejiaration    he 
coidd  to  the  Bishop  and  See  of  Moray.     He    was 
thereafter  absolved  by  the  Bishop  of  St  Andrews,  and 
lived  a  better  and  more  peaceful  life  till  his  death, 
in  July,  1394.     He  left  no  lawful  issue,  and  was  pre- 
deceased by  his  brothel',  the  Earl  of  Stratherne,  whose 
only  child  was  a  daughter.     Duiiug  his  retention  of 
the  Barony  of  Urquhart,  his  friend  Thomas  Chisholm 
held  the  Castle  for  the  Crown,  and  for  the  "  keeping 
I  and  munition"  of  it,  he  was  paid  out  of  the  King's 
[Exchequer   at    the    rate   of    £14    Scots    a   month.* 
I  Thomas  succeeded  to  his  mother's  possessions  in  the 
1  Aird  and  Strathglass,  which,  on  his  death  without 
I  issue,  fell  to  his  brother  Alexander, 

The   death  of  the  Wolf  of  Badenoch    was  the 

\  ngnal  for   a  great  scramble  for  his  extensive  pos- 

His  natural  sous,  Alexander  and  Duncan, 

some   of  them,    and    for   a   time  kept  both 

Highlands    and    Lowlands    in    terror  ;    while    tlie 

Earldom  of  Ross,   which   he    had  enjoyed  in  right 

'  Qmt  AleModer.  Son  of  Uia  King. 

'  The  fgllowiag  payment'  to  him  appear  in  the  Eichequer  Rulla  : — £50 
Mia  £*2  in  the  kocount  fur  1390-1,  £'2S  13ii  i,\  iu  the  a:n:ouat  for  1391-2,  and 
£33  6«  8d  iD  die  account  fur  13B4-5. 
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of  his  wife,  and  the  limits  of  which  had  by  this 
time  been  extended  so  as  to  embrace  Urquhart 
and  Glenmoriston,  was  claimed  bv  Donald,  Lord 
of  the  Isles,  as  in  right  of  his  wife,  Margaret 
Leslie,^  daughter  of  the  late  Countess,  by  her 
fii'st  husband,  Walter  Leslie.  Donald's  claim  was 
resisted  by  the  grasping  and  unscrupulous  Duke  of 
Albany,  Regent  of  Scotland,  who  obtained  a  title 
to  it  in  favour  of  his  own  son,  John  Stewart, 
Earl  of  Buchan.^  The  Island  Chief  was  not 
in  the  hmnour  to  argue,  and  he  pi-omptly  appealed 
to  the  sword,  with  the  result  that,  befoi^e  the 
September  following  the  Wolf's  death,  Urquhart 
and  the  Valley  of  the  Ness  were  in  the  hands  of 
his  brother,  Alexander  of  Keppoch,  the  renowned 
Alasdair  Cai^xich  of  Gaelic  legend  and  song.  This 
vigorous  action  alanned  the  Earl  of  Moray,  who 
prudently  bowed  to  the  might  of  Keppoch,  and, 
by  formal  treaty,  entered  into  on  25th  September, 
placed  the  lands  and  possessions  of  the  Regality  of 
Moray,  and  the  churcli  lands  within  the  province, 
under  his  protection  for  a  period  of  seven  years.* 
Keppoch,  true  to  his  character  as  described  by 
his  Gaelic  name — Alexander  the  Crafty — soon 
construed  this  protectorate  into  a  right  of  owner- 
ship,  and   proceeded  to   gift    the   church   lands    of 

^  Callc<l  Mary  by  Oregon',  but  Margaret  in  Family  of  Ijeslic,  I.,  75. 

-  Kufamia,  thf  Wolf  m  Countess,  was  nuccewled  by  Alexander,  her  son  by 
her  first  husband.  Alexander  inarrie<l  Isabel  Stewart,  daughter  of  the  Ri  geut, 
and  had  by  her  a  daughter,  Eupheuiia.  On  his  death,  the  ehild  was  induced 
by  her  grandfather,  the  Regent,  to  resign  her  rights  in  favour  of  her  uude^ 
the  Earl  of  Ruchan.     She  subsequently  took  the  veil. 

^  Reg.  Morav.,  354. 
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Kinmylies    to    certain    of    his    supporters;'    while 

to    his    faithful    follower    from    the    West,    Charles 

Maclean,  a  son  of  Hector  of  Lochbuy,  he  gave  the 

keeping  of  the  Castle  of  Urquhart,  and  the  posses- 

I  eion    of    certain    lands    in    our    Parish,^  including 

■probably  the  estate  of  Achmonie,  which  had  reverted 

■'to  the  Bishop  on  the  Wolfs  death,   and  was  now 

nbraced  in  his  protectorate.     These  were  serious 

ansactions  for  the  Crown  ;  and,  in  1398,  Parliament 

nade  a    feeble   attempt   to   put    matters  right    by 

tsing  an  Act  placing  the  Castle  in  the  hands  of 

Rthe  King.  "  who  shall  entniet  the  keeping  of  it  to 

f  ■worthy    captains,   until    the    Kingdom   be  pacified, 

[  when  it  shall  be  restored  to  its  ownei"8."^     To  place 

this  enactment  on  the  statute-book  was  easy  enough  ; 

to  carry  its    provisions  into    inunediate  effect  was 

more  than  the  Crown  was  able  to  do ;  and  C'harles 

continued  master  of  the  fortress  until  the  career  of  the 

Lord  of  the  Isles  was  checked  on  the  tield  of  Harlaw. 

By  his  marriage  with  a  daughter   of  Cunmiing  of 

Dulshangie,'  he  acquired  influence  among  her  people, 

^  and    it   was   doubtless    under   his    leadership    that 

a    number    of  the  men     of    Urquhart    and    Glen- 

nioriaton  entered  on  an  expedition  to  the  West  Coast, 

in  support  of  Donald  of  the  Isles  in  his  war  with 

his  brother,  John  Mor  of  Islay.     On  the  approach  of 

Donald's  forces  Johii  fled  to  Galloway,  whither  he 


'Reg.  Morav.,  211. 
100  [  Sewi«cIiie'B  Account  of  Clan  Mm 
■  Acl«  of  Pari.  I.   671. 
Seanacliie's  Accouot  of  Clan  Mnoleau,  244. 
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was  followed ;    but  no  serious  fighting  took  place, 
and  peace  was  soon  restored  between  the  brothers.' 

The  Regent  Albany  stUI  pressed  his  claim  to  the 
Earldom  of  Ross,  and,  in  1411,  the  exasperated  Lord 
of  the  Isles  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  his  pretensions, 
and  to  bring  the  whole  of  Scotland  under  his  own 
sway.  Gathering  an  army  often  thousand  men  at 
Inverness — in  the  ranks  of  which  were  Alasdair 
Carrach  and  Maclean  of  Lochbuy,  and,  it  may  be 
assumed,  his  son  Charles,  with  the  men  of  Urquhart 
— he  led  it  southward  through  Moray,  bent  on 
placing  the  crown  of  the  Stewarts  on  his  own  head. 
But  at  Harlaw,  in  the  Highlands  of  Aberdeenshire. 
he  was  met  by  a  resolute  host,  under  the  command 
of  the  Wolf  of  Badenoch's  son  Alexander,  who,  bv 
forcibly  marrying  the  widowed  Countess  of  Mar  and 
obtaining  a  grant  of  her  title  and  estates,  had  now 
become  a  powerful  noble.  The  leaders  of  the  oppos- 
ing forces  were  relations  by  blood  and  marriage,  but 
deadly  enemies  by  circumstances,  and  their  meeting 
on  the  Red  Harlaw  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  events 
in  Scottish  history.  The  fierce  stubbonmess  of  the 
contending  hosts  resulted  in  a  drawn  battle  ;  but, 
as  sometimes  happened  on  similar  occasions  in 
"  after  years,  the  Highlanders  of  the  West  were 
discouraged  by  their  failure  to  carry  all  before  them, 
and  Donald  returned  to  the  Isles,  leaving  the 
disputed  territories  open  to  his  opponents.  Mar 
seized  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  and  refused  to 
give    them   up  to  his  uncle  Albany,  who  still  per- 

■CollcctjuieA  do  ItabUB  Albaiiic[ 
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f  eist«l  in  his  claim.     The  dispute  continued  durii 


the    Regent's    IJfetir 


but,  after    his    death,    his 


son  Muixiocli  entered  into  an  indenture  with 
Mar,  giving  that  nobleman  the  "  profitis,"  or 
y  revenues,  of  the  lands,  "  till  the  tynie  that  thay 
\  may  be  sett  to  profitt,"  and  binding  him  to 
let  them  to  the  Iwst  advantage  with  all  speed, 
and  without  fraud  or  guile ;  after  which  Duke 
Murdoch  was  to  have  one-half  of  the  rents,  while 
Mar  was  to  get  the  other  half  dming  his  lifetime.' 
About  the  same  time,  Donald  of  the  Isles  died, 
leaving  his  possessions  and  his  claims  to  his  son 
Alexander.^ 

How  fai-  Mar  respected  the  terms  of  the  treaty  is 
uncertain,  but  if  Albany  ever  enjoyed  his  share  of 
the  rents — and  it  is  not  probable  that  he  did — it 
must  have  been  for  a  very  short  period.  In  1424 
Jamee  the  First  returned  from  his  long  cap- 
tivity in  England,  and  immediately  set  himself 
t^  curb  the  power  of  his  turbulent  nobles.  Among 
the  fij-st  he  took  in  hand  were  Duke  Murdoch 
and  his  two  sous,  who  were  all  arrested  at 
Perth,  and,  in  May,  1425,  put  on  trial  before  a  jury, 
on  which  sat  the  interested  Earl  of  Mar.  What 
the  chai'ge  against  them  was  does  not  appear  quite 
clear  ;  but  "guilty"  was  the  verdict,  and  father  and 
Bons  were  executed  on  the  Heading  Hill  of  Stirlnig.* 


I  See  the  ladenture,  d>te>l  16th  Nov 
d  Bmtt  (Spd-Iing  Club),  rv.,  181. 
'  Oregoiy'B  Weatero  HighlBn<iH,  33. 
'  Tjtier,  II.,  c  iL;  Burton,  II.,  40^. 
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Turning   his  attention  to  the  North,  the  King 
next  convoked  a  Parliament  at  Inverness,  to  which 
he   summoned   Alexander,  Lord  of  the   Isles,  and 
some    fifty  other    Highland    chiefe.     They   obeyed 
the  call  without  hesitation  or  suspicion ;  but  as  soon 
as   they   were   within   the   building   in   which   the 
assembly  sat,  they  were  seized,  and  manacled,  and 
placed  in  dungeons,  while  James  watched  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  exhibited  signs  of  intense  joy  at  the 
success  of  his  unkingly  trick.     Some  were  at  once 
handed    over    to    the    executioner.      Othere    were 
kept   in    prison.     Alexander,  on   makmg   due  sub- 
mission, was  set  at  liberty.     But  the  King's  perfidy 
rankled  in  his  breast,  and,  setting  at   nought  the 
promise   extorted    fi^om   him    in   his    captivity,    he 
ravaged  the  Crown  lands  about  Inverness,  and  gave 
the  town  itself  to  the  flames.     James  in  person  led 
a  large  army  against  him,  and  he  surrendered,  and 
was  thrown  into  Tantallon  Castle.     But  his  cause 
was  taken  up  by  Donald  Balloch  and  Alasdair  Car- 
rach,  who  encountered  at  Inverlocliy  the  royal  forces 
under  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  Caithness,  and  defeated 
them  with  great  slaughter.     Caithness  died  on  the 
field.     Mar,  severely  wounded,  wandered  among  the 
mountains  for  a  time,  and  was  saved  from  starvation 
by  a  herd-woman,  who  gave  him  barley-meal  and 
water  mixed  in  his  shoe.     His  hunger  having  thus 
been   appeased,    the    Earl   tiu'ned   bard,    and   gave 
expression  to  his  gratitude  in  poetic  Gaelic  : — 

"  Is  math  an  cocair  au  t-acras, 
'S  mairg  a  ui  tarcuis  air  biadh — 
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Biadh  a  I 


rn'  a  Biil  mo  bhroige, 

'  fhearr  a  thimir  mi  riurah."' 


During  these  troubles  the  state  of  our  Parish 
'  must  have  been  miserable  indeed.  Mai'  doubtlesR 
daimed  the  service  of  the  tenantry  in  the  King's 
cause ;  while  the  sympathies  of  the  Macleans,  and 
probably  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  were  with 
the  Lord  of  the  lelea.  What  actual  support  was 
^ven  to  either  side  it  is  impossible  to  say  ;  but  the 
Castle  appears  to  have  Ijeen  held  for  the  King,  by 
■whom  it  was  repaired  in  the  year  1428-9,  at  a  cost 
of  408.* 

The  Earl  of  Mar  died  in  July,  1435,  gi-eatly 
lamented  throughout  Scotland ;  and  Urquhart  and 
Gleimioriston  again  reverted  to  the  Crow^l.  But 
the  King's  assassination,  a  few  months  later,  enabled 
Alexander  of  the  Isles,  who  had  already  succeeded 
to  the  Earldom  of  Ross,*  to  take  possession  of 
them  witliout  opposition,  and  to  place  them  undei' 
the  charge  of  old  Charles  Maclean's  son,  Hector 
Buie,    as     his     own     seneschal     or     chamberlain.* 


'  Tivnaautiouii  of  Iua&  Club.     The  linea  are 
S  icoLwin*  GseliE  Proveria  : — 

"  Hunger  is  a  cook  right  gorid, 


thus  translated  ii 


The 


,rley  c 


The  Uue«  have  aisu  been  attributed  to  Rohert  the  Griic«.  (Liircl  Archiba! 
Cuapbell'i  Waifs  and  Strafn  uf  Celtiu  Tradition,  I.,  77). 

=  Exchequer  RoUa,  IV.,  498. 

'  Aiexuiiler  succeeded  to  the  Earldunr  on  the  de&tb  of  his  mother,  ( 
whom  it  waa  coDferred  b;  Jkmve  I.  liter  the  death  of  John,  Earl  uf  Buohai 
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Hector,  who  had  thus  become  all-powerfiil  in 
the  Parish,  was  ready  to  protect  his  people's 
property  when  occasion  demanded.  In  his  time» 
and  for  centuries  thereafter,  the  large  herds 
reared  on  the  pasture  lands  of  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston  were  an  irresistible  temptation  to 
the  cattle-lifting  hordes  of  Lochaber  and  the  West, 
who  deemed  it  fair  sport  to  periodically  "  spuilzie'' 
the  Parish.  Hector  resolved  to  retaliate.  Leading^ 
a  band  of  Urquhart  men  into  Lochiels  coimtry, 
duruig  that  chiefs  absence  in  Ireland,  he  slew  and 
plundered  without  mercy.  "  Recalled  by  the  groans 
of  the  people,"  Lochiel  hastened  home ;  and  Mac- 
lean, wishing  to  avoid  a  pitched  battle,  retired 
along  the  Great  Glen,  taking  with  him  Somhairle 
Cameron  of  Glen-Nevis,  and  many  other  captives. 
Proceeding,  probably,  along  the  southern  shore  of 
Loch  Ness,  he  shut  himself  up  within  the  old  Castle 
of  Bona,  which  stood  at  the  east  end  of  the  Loch, 
and  the  ruins  of  which  were  almost  entirely  removed 
during  the  construction  of  the  Caledonian  Canal; 
and  there  he  awaited  Lochiel,  who  was  in  hot  pur- 
suit with  the  Western  clans.  When  the  Camerons 
approached.  Hector  welcomed  them  with  a  threat  to 
kill  his  captives.  But,  by  this  time,  two  of  his  own 
sons,  and  certain  of  his  followers,  had  fallen  into 
Lochiels  hands ;  and  that  chief,  anxious  to  save  the 
lives  of  his  kindred,  offered  to  exchange  prisoners. 
Maclean  declined  the  oifer,  and  carried  his  threat 
into  execution  —  whereupon  his  sons  and  the 
other   Urquhart  men  were  hanged  before  his  eyes 
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by  the  exasperated  Camei'oiis,'  These  atrocious 
transactions  gave  rise  to  the  belief  that  the  restless 
spirits  of  the  victims  long  haunted  the  old  fortress, 
which  has  ever  since  lx>rne  tlie  name  of  Caisteal 
Spioradan. 

Hector  is  said  to  have  been  killed  at  Bon;i.  liut 
whether  at  this  time  or  on  a  subsequent  occasion  is  not 
clear.  He  held  the  lands  of  Urquhart  for  behoof  of  the 
Lord  of  the  Isles,  but  he  does  not  appear  ever  to 
have  got  possession  of  the  Castle.  On  the  conti"ary, 
after  the  Red  Harlaw,  "  worthy  captains"  continue*! 
to  hold  it  for  the  King,  in  terais  of  the  Act  of  1398  ; 
bund  it  was  garrisoned  and  kept  in  repair  at  the 
Fexpense  of  the  Crown.  The  money  expended  on  it 
in  1428-9  has  already  been  referred  to.  In  1448, 
and  probably  for  some  time  previously,  Th(miaa 
Ogiivy  of  Balfour  was  captain  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the 
Castle  of  Inverness,  and  he  continued  in  that  office 
until  expelled  by  John  of  the  Isles  in  1452.*  With 
both  fortresses  in  his  care,  he  sometimes  had  to 
appoint  deputies.  An  account  rendered  in  Excheqiier 
by  Andi-ew  Rede,  collector  (custunutrkif)  of  the 
great  custom  of  the  burgh  of  Inverness,  shows  that 
that  official  kept  Urquhart  Castle  for  a  time,  between 
4th  July,  1447,  and  12th  September.  1448,  during 
which  he  disbui-sed  .£21  128  4d  as  the  expenses  of 
himself  and  of  divera  (tthei-s,  who  were  with  him  in 
the  Castle  for  forty  days  and  more,  keeping  the 
same,  including  the  cost  of  new   buildings  and  of 
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repairing  the  old  buildings  of  the  Castles  of  Inver- 
ness and  Urquhart,  '*  before  the  arrival  of  the  King 
at  Inverness."^  For  his  services  Ogilvy  was  paid 
by  the  Crown.  Between  September,  1448,  and 
July,  1450,  he  received  the  sums  of  £30  5s  9d  and 
£7  12s;  and  the  further  sums  of  £31  18s  7d  and 
£40  1 2s  between  the  latter  month  and  July,  1451.^ 
Between  September,  1448,  and  July,  1450,  William, 
Thane  of  Cawdor,  supplied  him  with  corn  for  his 
garrisons.^ 

Alexander,  Lord  of  the  Isles  and  Earl  of  Ross, 
died  in  1449,  leaving  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston 
and  his  other  extensive  possessions  to  his  son  John, 
a  high-spirited  lad  of  fifteen.  The  King — James 
the  Second — had  the  right,  as  his  feudal  over- 
lord, of  choosing  a  wife  for  the  young  Earl,  and  he 
selected  a  daughter  of  Sir  James  Livingston,  younger 
of  {^allander,  promising  a  suitable  fortune  with 
her.  The  mari'iage  took  place  ;  but  the  disgrace 
and  attainder  of  Livingston  soon  followed,  and  His 
Majesty  failed  to  pay  the  tocher.  John  thereupon 
proceeded  to  recover  it  in  his  own  way —  he  seized 
the  C-astles  of  Inverness  and  Urquhart,  penetrated 
into  Badenoch,  and  gave  the  old  stronghold  of 
Ruthven  to  the  flames.  By  this  time  Livingston 
had  made  his  peace  with  the  King  ;  but  on  hearing 
of  these  events  he  escaped  from  Holyrood  to  the 
Highlands,  and  joined  his  son-in-law,  who  appointed 
him    Constable    of    Urquhart    Castle.     The   King, 

^  Exchequer  Rolls,  V.,  313.  *  Excliequer  Rolls. 

'  Thanes  of  Cawdor  (Spalding  Club),  16. 
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I  conscious  of  his  own  fault,  and   having  his   hands 

I  pretty  fiill  in  conii«ction  with  the  Douglas  rebellion 

[  Tchich  then  ragetl  in  the  South,  quietly  condoned 

"these    high-handed    proceedings.      Not    only    was 

Livingston    alhiwetl    to    keep    the    t'astle,    but    his 

remuneration  was  [jaid  out  of  the  Eoyal  exchequer  ; 

and  when,  in  1454,  he  resigned  his  charge,  he  was 

L  re-appoint«d  Gi-eat  Chamberlain,  an  office  which  he 

'  had  held  at  tlie  time  of  his  forfeiture.'     The  young 

Earl,  too,  conthiued  in  possession  of  the  Lordship  of 

Urquhart,     including     Glenmoriston  ;    and     in     an 

account  rendei'ed  by  Su'  Alexander  Young,  King's 

Chamberlain  benorth  the  Dee,  on   loth  July,  1454, 

and  covering  the  period  from  6th  August,  1453,  to 

[  that  date,  It  is  explained  that,  although  the  Loi-d- 

l  ship  is  the  propeHy  of  the  King,  the  rents,  which 

)  are  of  the  value  of  £100  per  annum,  have  not  been 

,  -collected,  because  the  lands  are  in  the  hands  of  the 

Earl.     From  the  same  account  we  leani   that  the 

King  was    to   be  consulted  with  reference    to    the 

course  to  be  taken  In  regard  to  these  lands,  and  a 

similar  entry  occure  in  the  account  ending  31st  July, 

1455.°     The  question  was  difficult  to  solve,  but  an 

attempt  was  made,  and  in  August  1455,  an  Act  of 

Parliament  was  passed,  by  which  "  forsamekill  as 

the  poverte  of  the  Crowne  is  oftymis  the  cans  of  the 

poverte  of  the  Realme  and  moiiy  other  inconvenients 

the  quhUk  war  lang  to  expreyme,"    certain  "lord- 

achippis    and    castiUys,"    including    the    houses    of 

'  Exchequer  Iloll*  V.,  sciL,  »nd  V!„  clia  ;  Tytler  1 1.,  e.  Hi.  j  Gregory,  i3. 
'  Exchequer  Rolle  V„  6SS,  anrt  VI.,  68. 
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Inverness  and  Urquhart,  and  the  lordships  of  theni, 
and  the  Barony  of  Urquhart,  were  "  annext  to  the 
Crown  perpetualy  to  remane,  the  quhilk  may  not  be 
giifyn  away  nother  in  fee  nor  in  franktenement,  till 
ony  persone  of  quhat  estate  or  degree  that  ever  he 
be,  but  [without]  avys,  deliverance,  and  decret  of  the 
haill  parliament,  ande  for  gret  seande  and  resonable 
cans  of  the  Realme."^ 

^  Acta  of  Pari.  IL,  42. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

H.'.S  -1509. 

iTbc  Lordship  oE  L'niulmrt  limnted  to  the  Lord  of  the  Isk's  for 
Life. — He  and  his  Higlilanders  in  Eu^ilaud. — His  Hebetliou 
and  Attainder. — The  Earl  of  Himtly  in  uhargc  of 
tht.'  Lonlshijj  and  Castle.— The  Mai^leuns  claim  Urtjuhort 
—Their  Position  and  Power.— A  Thirty  Years'  War,— 
The  Lordship  let  to  the  Btirou  ot  Kilravock. — Oppoei- 
tion  to  him.  —  Arbitration.  —  Bonds  of  Friendship. — 
Strange  League  against  the  Baron. — He  Throws  up  his 
Lease. — The  Pariith  Waste.— Sir  Diincnn  Uraut  to  the 
Rescue. — His  connection  with  the  District — The  Conflict  of 
Foyere.— The  Red  Hard  in  Urquh int.— Struggle  For  the 
Lordship. —  Lease  ta  the  Bard. — The  Bard  King's  Chamber- 
lain.^He  Trades  with  the  King. — The  Lordship  Gmntcd  to 
Himself  and  his  Sous  Absolutely.- The  Reasons  for  the 
{Jraut^. 

The  object  of"  Parliament  in  placing  on  the  statute- 
book  the  Act  which  closes  our  last  chapter  was  to 
annex  inalienably  to  the  Crown  the  Castle  and 
Lordship  of  Urquhart,  and  the  other  i-oyal  properties 
with  which  it  dealt.  But  John,  Lord  of  the  Isles  and 
EatI  of  Ross,  was  not  the  man  to  relinquish  his 
possession  of  Urquhart  in  obedience  to  mere  parlia- 
mentary enactments,  and  bis  great  power  rendered 
it  inexpedient  for  the  Crown  to  resort  to  stronger 
measures.  It  therefoi-e  made  a  vu'tue  of  necessity  ; 
and  almost  before  the  Ink  was  dry  on  the  statute- 
book  the  Act  was  disregarded,  and  the  Castle  and 
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Lordship  were  fomially  granted  to  him  for  his  life, 
at  the  old  rent  of  £100  per  aunum.^  He  was 
pleased  and  gratified  witli  this  show  of  royal  favour, 
and  for  a  time  the  rent  was  regularly  paid.^  More- 
over, his  loyalty  equalled  his  gi'atitude ;  and  when  m 
1460  James  the  Second  entered  on  his  war  with 
England,  he  joined  the  royal  army  at  Roxburgh 
"  with  a  great  company  all  armed  in  the  Highland 
fashion,  with  habergeons,  bows,  and  axes,  and 
promised  to  the  King,  if  he  pleased  to  pass  any 
ftu'ther  in  the  lK)unds  of  England,  that  he  and  his 
company  should  pass  a  large  mile  afore  the  rest  of 
the  host,  and  take  upon  them  the  first  press  and 
dint  of  the  battle."' 

His  Majesty,  we  are  told,  rejoiced  much  that  the 
Earl  **  was  so  readv  to  hazard  himself  and  friends 
for  defence  of  the  King,  and  honour  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;"*  but  although  he  and  his  followers  did 
good  service  in  the  congenial  work  of  harrying  the 
North  of  England,  the  King's  death,  on  3ixl  August, 
through  the  bursting  of  a  cannon,  put  a  stop  to  the 
invasion,  and  he  had  no  opportunity  of  proving  his 
own  zeal  and  the  bravery  of  his  Celts.  The  King's 
untimely  death  also  cooled  the  Earl's  attachment  to 
the  lloval  line,  and  roused  fresh  ambitions  within 
his  restless  bosom.  For  a  time  he  kept  his  plans  to 
himself,  and  was  outwaixlly  loyal  to  the  infant  King, 

*  Thanes  of  Cawdor,  25. 

•''  Ibid.  25,  27,  29  ;  Excliequer  RoIIh. 

*  Lindeay  of  Pitscottie,  2iul  Ed.,  119,  where  the  F^rl  ia  erroneously  called 
"Douald." 

*  Ibid 
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James  the  Third.  With-  other  Highland  chiefe 
lie  attended  a  Parliament  in  Edinburgh,  early  in 
1461:  but  before  the.  close  of  the  year  he  was 
in  treasonable  con-espondence  with  Edward  the 
Fourth  of  England  and  the  banished  Earl  of 
Douglas,'  which  cnlminated  in  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  treaties  to  which  an  English  sovereign 
has  ever  been  a  party.  "  The  basis  of  it,"  says 
Gregory,'  "  was  nothing  less  than  the  contemplated 
conquest  of  Scotland  by  the  vassals  of  Ross  and  the 
auxiliaries  to  he  ftirnislied  by  Edwaid,  with  such 
assistance  as  the  Earl  of  Douglas  might  be  able  to 
^ive.  The  Earl  of  Ross,  Donald  Balloch,  and  John, 
the  son  and  heir  of  Donald,  agreed,  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  each  of  a  stipulated  sum  of  money,  to 
become  for  ever  the  sworn  vassals  of  England,  along 
with  all  their  retainers,  and  to  assist  Edward  in  his 
wars  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  In  the  event 
of  the  entire  subjugation  of  Scotland  by  the  Earls  of 
RoSB  and  Douglas,  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  north  of  the  Forth  was  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  two  Earls  and  Donald  Balloch;  whilst 
Douglas  was  to  be  restored  to  the  possession  of 
those  estates  between  the  Forth  and  the  Borders  of 
England,  from  which  he  was  now  excluded  ;  and, 
upon  such  partition  and  restoration  Ijeing  earned 
into  effect,  the  salaries  payable  to  Ross  and  his 
associates,  as  the  wages  of  their  defection,  were  to 
cease.  The  stipulated  salaries  were  ; — To  the  Earl, 
£200    sterling   annually  in  time  of  war,  and    100 
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merks  in  time  of  peace  ;  to  Donald  Balloch,  £40, 
and  to  John,  his  son,  £20,  in  time  of  war ;  and  in 
time  of  peace  half  these  sums  respectively." 

This  treaty  was   concluded   on    13th  February, 
1462  ;  but  the  impatient  Earl  had  already  assumed 
the  style  of  a  sovereign,^  and  renounced  his  allegiance 
to  the  young  King.     From  Inverness  he  issued  pro- 
clamations  in   true    royal   fashion ;   and   his  army, 
under  the  command  of  his  illegitimate  son,  Angus, 
and  the  veteran   Donald  Balloch,  speedily  brought 
the    North  to  his  feet.     But  his  reign    was   short. 
His  followei-s  after  a  time  disappeared  like  the  mists 
of  their  own  mountains  ;  and  in  the  end  he  was  glad 
to  come  to  terms  with  the  King.     His  life  and  his 
property  were  spared,  and  for  years  all  went  well.* 
But,    in     1474,   his    treaty    with    Edward    became 
known,    and    its    astounding    nature    roused    the 
Government  to  action.     At  his  Castle  of  Dingwall 
he    was    summoned   to   appear   before    Parliament. 
He   did    not   obey,    and,    in   his    absence,    he    was 
pronounced  a  traitor,  and  his  estates  forfeited.     To 
carry  the  sentence  into  eifect,  a  large  armament, 
consisting  of  a  fleet  and  land  forces,   prepared  to 
move  northward.     But,  before  it  started,  the  Elarl 
entered    into    negotiations   with    the    King,    which 
resulted  in  the  restoration  of  peace.     An  arrange* 

*  The  Earl  acted  as  an  independent  prince  as  early  as  October,  1461,  when, 
by  the  a<lvice  of  hw  principal  vas-als  and  kinsmen,  in  council  assembled  at  his 
castle  of  Ardtomish,  he  formally  appointed  hi-*  trusty  and  well-beloved 
cousins,  Ranald  of  the  Isles,  and  Duncan,  Archdean  of  the  Isles,  his 
ambassadors  to  negotiate  the  treaty  with  Edward  IV. — (Gregory,  47.) 

'  Gregory,  48,  49  ;  Burton,  III.,  14. 
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ment  which  partook  almost  of  the  nature  of  a  com- 
promise between  independent  Powers  was  entered 
into.  John  was  created  a  Lord  of  Parliament,  with 
the  title  of  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and  he  retained  the 
greater  portion  of  his  vast  possessions;  but  the 
Earldom  of  Ross  was  taken  from  him,  and  vested 
in  the  Crown,  and  the  Castle  and  Lordship  of 
Urquhart  were  retained  by  the  King,  and  placed 
under  the  control  of  George,  Earl  of  Huntly,  His 
Majesty's  Chamberlain  in  the  North.^ 

Thus  terminated,  in  the  year  1476,  that  posses- 
sion of  our  Parish  which,  with  various  interruptions, 
the  great  Island  Chiefs  had  enjoyed  by  themselves 
or  their  vassals,  since  the  death  of  the  Wolf  of 
Badenoch  in  1394.  Their  tenancy  was  not  a  profit- 
able one  to  the  Crown.  The  Exchequer  Accounts 
show  that  the  stipulated  rent  of  £100  a  year  was 
seldom  paid.  In  noting  the  non-payment  in  1473, 
Alexander  Fleming,  the  King  s  Chamberlain,  remarks 
that  His  Majesty  must  be  consulted  regarding  the 
matter.*  The  consultation,  if  it  took  place,  was  of 
no  avail ;  and  for  the  remaining  years  of  the  Earls 
possession  he  insisted  on  withholding  the  rent  as  his 
reward  for  keeping  the  Castle.^ 

Neither  did  the  Islesmen's  rule  conduce  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  people.  Their  wars  and  feuds 
were  a  constant  drain  on  the  manhood  of  tlie  Parish, 
and  the  country  was  frequently  left  a  prey  to  the 

»  Gregory,  49.  50  ;  Burton,  111.,  14,  15  ;  Exchequer  RoUa,  VIIJ.  See 
AcU  of  ParL  of  Scot.  II.,  for  official  documento  relating  to  John's  resignation 
of  the  Earldom. 

«  Exchequer  RoUs,  VIII.  »  Ibid. 
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fierce  and  needy  neighbours  by  whom  it  was  sur- 
rounded. Even  the  severing  of  the  Island  connec- 
tion failed  for  a  time  to  iniprov^e  matters.  The 
Macleans,  who  were  chamberlains  for  the  Earls,  and 
kept  the  Castle  for  them  after  Livingston's  resigna^ 
tion  in  1454,  acquired  a  power  and  influence  which  it 
was  hard  to  surrender.  Within  the  old  fortress  thev 
sometimes  entertained  their  princely  patrons  and 
other  chiefs.'  At  other  times  they  led  the  flower 
of  the  men  of  Urquhart  on  the  distant  expeditions 
of  their  Lords,  or  in  some  feud  on  their  own  account 
against  a  neighbouring  elan.  Charles  Maclean,  the 
first  of  the  race,  added  to  his  influence  by  attaching' 
himself  and  his'  posterity  to  the  Clan  Cliattan.^ 
The  alliance  was  cemented  by  the  marriage  of  his 
son,  Hector  Buie,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Malcolm 
Mackintosh,  captain  of  that  clan.^  Hector  was  sur- 
vived by  at  least  three  sons — Ewen,  who  succeeded 
him  in  Urquhart ;  Charles  Auchinson  (that  is, 
son  of  Eachann,  or  Hector),  who,  in  1492,  appears 
as  a  witness  to  a  bond  of  friendship  between  Sir 
Alexander  Dunbar  of  Westfield,  Sir  James  Dunbax 
of    Cumnock,     and     Farquhar     Mackintosh  ;*     and 

'  Eiirl  Joliu  waa  there  id  Niivember,  llflfl,  wIibd  he  granted  ft  charter  of 
ths  Unda  of  Kcppoch  Ui  Hector  Macletn'a  fatlier-itt-lnw,  Ualaulm  Beg  Uukin- 
tusli.  The  traditious  of  QlRnnnnTstoii  still  spenk  of  the  Wand  Chicfa'  progresaea 
through  that  Olea  on  their  way  tii  the  Castle,  and  of  their  custom  ot 
BXchangiDg  ahirtfl  with  tho  Chief  of  the  Glennniriaton  Macdooalds  (Mac  lain 
KuaidhJ  an  t  pledge  nf  mutual  friendehii>  and  &Ieltty.  Mao  Iain  Ruaidb  was 
known  u  the  Lonl  of  the  I'lea'  "  LoineohrioB"— literally  "  waiaC-ahirt"  — 
sigmfifiii);  oounaellor  or  conlidential  adviser. 

'  iDTerDesunna,  100  ;  Mackintoali  Shaw's  History  of  Clau  ChaCtou,  151. 

'  MaekiuKwh  Shaw,  153.  *  CoUeetaoea  de  Rebus  Albanicia,  83. 
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Farquhar  Auchinson,  who  witnesses  the  same  deed, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  family  who  possessed  Doch- 
garroch.' 

Whatever  rights  Ewen  had  in  Urquhart  came  to 
an  end  with  the  close  of  its  connection  with  the  Isles. 
From  the  Earl  of  Huntly  he  had  no  favour  to 
expect ;  and,  setting  up  a  claim  of  duchas,  or 
unwritten  title,  to  the  lands  of  Urquhart,  he  resolved 
to  hold  them  by  the  sword.  Supported  by  the 
heroic  Clan  'Ic  Uian  in  Glen -Urquhart,  and  by  the 
Macdonalds  of  Glenmoriston,  he  bade  defiance  to  the 
King's  Cliamberlain,  and  entered  on  a  struggle  that 
r  lasted  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Huntly  was 
1  required  to  provide  the  Crown  with  the  old  rent  of 
£100,  but  questions  of  management  were  left  to 
liimself,  and  he  leased  tlie  entii-e  Lordship  to  Hugh 
Rose,  Baron  of  Kilravock.  Ewen  Maclean  opposed 
Kilravock's  entry,  and  his  cause  was  espoused  by 
his  uncle  and  adopted  chief,  Duncan  Mackintosh, 
Captain  of  Clan  Chattan,  and  the  latter's  brothers, 
I  Allan  and  Lachlan.  But  Kilravock's  wife  was 
a  sister  of  Mackintosli,  and,  probably  through 
her  influence,  he  and  they  agreed  to  settle  by  arbi- 
tration all  disputes  between  them,  and  especially  all 
questions  regarding  Urquhart.  The  arbitrators  were 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Megmar  {son  of  Huntly),  Sir 

'  lDierne»dait&,  ID!.  Hector  probably  gave  liiii  nuae  to  QortAii  EKchaimi 
•I  B*liiucaaii.  Balmacaan  itHlf,  nritteii  BaUymakaucliaDe  —  Baile-Mao- 
Earbiinn,  the  Town  nf  tip  Sou  ot  Hector— in  the  charter  of  1509  to  John 
the  B«rd.  would  appi^BT  to  hare  been  the  tioliliug  of  otie  of  hia  sons.  Balma- 
caan  wu  the  princijHil  posseeaion  of  the  MscJeaiis  iiE  Urquhart  until  theii- 
remoral  ■amc  thirty  years  ago. 
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Duncan  Grant  of  Freuchie  (L.aird  of  Grant),  Sir 
James  Ogilvy  of  Deskford,  John  Grant  (son  and  heir 
apparent  of  the  said  Sir  Duncan).  Alexander 
Mackintosh  of  Rothiemurchus,  and  David  Ogilvy  of 
Thomade.  They  met  before  the  Earl  of  Huntly  on 
26th  Mai'ch,  1479,  and,  after  solemn  deliberation, 
pronounced  their  award—"  All  which  being  heard, 
understood,  and  considered  by  the  said  Earl,"  records 
the  officiating  notary,  "he  with  the  advice  of  the 
said  arbitrators,  and  with  the  consent  and  assent 
of  the  said  Duncan  Mackintosh,  and  Allan  and 
Lachlan,  his  brothers-german,  let  the  foresaid  lands 
of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  with  all  their  privi- 
leges and  just  pertinents,  to  the  said  Hugh  Rose  of 
Kilravock,  and  willed  that  he  should  intromit  with 
the  same  in  the  manner  and  form  previously  agreed 
on  between  the  said  Earl  and  Hugh,  and  that  as  is 
contained  in  the  foresaid  lease  to  the  said  Hugh."^ 

Ewen  Maclean,  who  was  not  a  party  to  the  arbitra- 
tion, refused  to  be  bound  by  the  decision;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  trouble  which  he  gave,  Kilravock 
procured,  in  1481,  two  bonds  of  friendship  from  the 
Mackintoshes.  The  Chief,  by  deed  dated  25th  July, 
binds  and  obliges  himself  and  his  sons,  brothers, 
and  brothers'  children,  and  his  kin,  friends,  and 
adherents,  "gif  owcht  be  brokin"  of  the  previous 
agreement,  to  rectify  the  same,  as  Huntly  and  the 
paid  arhitratore  may  advise  ;*  and  on  the  23rd  of 
September  his  son  Farquhar  undertakes,  in  usual 
bond   of  friendship    style,    to    help,    maintain, 

'  FamUj  of  Kilravock,  139.  '  K.ii 
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I  (defend  the  Baron  and  his  kin  in  all  their  actions, 

causes,  ajid  quarrels.     And  then  follows  this  clause 

in  reference  to  Maclean  : — "  And  if  Ewyne  Makach- 

^ane    [Ewen,    son    of    Hector]    will    come    before 

^kintosh — my  father — and  me,  and  bind  hiniHelf 

I  submit  to  Mackintosh  and  eight  persons  chosen 

■l>y  them  with  him,  in  all  matters  debateable  between 

^he  foresaid  Baron  and  Ewyne,  the  foresaid  Mackin- 

»sh  and  the  eight  persons  being  sworn  to  give  each 

lof  them  as  far  as  they  have  right  or  law,  it  will 

r  satisfy  me  ;  but,  if  the  said  Ewyne  will  not,  I,  the 

foresaid    Farquhar,  bind    and    oblige    myself,   as    is 

before  written,  to  take  a  onefold  part  with  the  said 

Baron,  and  his  bairns  and  party,  against  the  said 

Ewyne  and  his  party  ;  and  this  to  do  and  fulfil  in  all 

things,  and  by  all  things,  in  manner  and  form  before 

written,  the  great  oath  sworn  and  the  holy  evangel 

touched,  I,  the  foresaid  Farquhar,  bind  and  oblige 

myself  to  the  said  Huchone  the  Rose,  Baron,  and 

his    sons,    brothers,    kin,    and    party,    as    is    before 

written,  under  the  pain  of  inhabllity,  perjury,  ana 

infamy,  in  the  most  strict  style  and  form  of  bond  or 

obligation  that  made  is,  or  can  be  devised."' 

This  solemn  covenant  did  not  in  the  least  influence 

Ewen's  conduct.     He  still  opposed  Kih-avock,  and 

he  had  an  active  sympathiser  In  his  uncle,  Lachlan 

Mackintosh  of  Gallovie,  who,  although  a  party  to 

,  the   arbitration,    did    not    join    in    the    subsequent 

f  bonds.     Gallovie  resolved  to  stiike  the  Baron  within 


'  Tho  tpcdliiig  i>  moderniied. 
imf/f  at  llir  bond. 


Sec  Fftinily  ct  Kilravuck,  144,  (or  an  eiaot 
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his  castle  of  Kilravock ;  and,  with  that  view,  he, 
on  15th  May,  1482,  entered  into  an  indenture  of  an 
extraordinary  nature  with  his  kinsman,  Donald,  son 
of  Angus  Mackintosh.  The  family  of  Rose  had 
been  owners  of  Kilravock  for  two  centuries  before 
the  parties  to  this  deed  were  born  ;  yet  tliey  record, 
as  a  justification  of  the  enterprise  on  which  they  are 
about  to  enter,  that  "  it  is  reherelt,  presumyt,  and 
in  sum  part  knawin  be  part  of  the  eldest  off  the 
lande,  that  Huchone  the  Rois,  barone  of  Kilravok, 
Bidde  haff  na  tityll  off  nclit  to  the  castell  of 
Kilrawok,  na  to  the  gninde  that  it  standis  on  ;"  and, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  they  have  a  right  to  seize 
what  they  do  not  even  pretend  to  be  theirs.  Donald 
obliges  himseli",  "  in  all  possibill  hast,"  to  take  the 
castle  and  deliver  it  to  Lachlan,  who  is  immediately 
to  ajjpoint  Donald  to  be  its  constable  so  long  as  they 
are  able  to  hold  it,  whether  by  law  or  against  law. 
In  return  for  these  sei"vices  Donald  is  to  be  placed 
in  possession  of  certain  lands ;  and,  "  for  tlie  mare 
kindnes,  traietnes,  ande  securite,"  he  is  to  many 
Lachlan's  daughter  Mai-garet.  The  young  people 
being  within  the  prohibited  degi-ees,  the  lady's 
father  undertakes  to  procure  a  dispensation  troni 
the  Pope  at  his  own  expense.  But  in  the  meantime 
the  canonical  impediment  is  not  to  be  allowed  to 
hinder  the  union.  As  soon  as  the  said  castle  shall 
be  taken  by  the  said  Donald,  proceeds  the  straiige 
paction,  the  said  Lachlan  shall  forthwith,  and 
without  any  longer  delay,  handfast  Margaret,  his 
said  daughter,  to  tlie  said    Donald,  and  she    shall 


^ 
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lie  with  liini  as  if  she  were  his  lawful  wife ;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  dispensation  comes  home,  the  said 
Donald  is  obliged,  forthwith  and  without  any  longer 
delay,  to  marry  and  espouse  the  said  Margaret,  and 
to  hold  her  in  honour  and  worship  at  all  his  power 
AS  his  wedded  wife,  for  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
Lachlaii  then  binds  himself  to  pay  a  tocher  of  forty 
merks  Scots,  ten  of  which  shall  be  paid  at  the  time 
of  the  handfaating,  and  ten  at  each  terra  of 
Whitsunday  and  Martinmas  thereafter,  until  the 
whole  is  paid;  and  to  clothe  his  daughter  "honestly," 
and  to  keep  and  maintain  her  in  his  own  house  for 
two  years,  if  Donald  shall  so  require.  And  the 
covenant  is  solemnly  concluded  by  both  parties 
touching  the  holy  evangel,  and  swearing  the  great 
oath  that  they  shall  keep  the  same  without  fraud  or 
guile,  or  "  cavillacione."^ 

It  is  stated  by  the  old  historian  of  Kilravock 
"'  ibat  Donald  actually  surprised  the  Castle,  and 
committed  slaugliter  and  destroyed  papers.^  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  Baron  made  up  his  mind  to  get 
of  Urquhart.  He  accordingly,  on  24th  June, 
got  from  Huntly  the  office  of  keeper  of  the 
fort  of  Redcastle ;  and  in  consideration  of  the 
services  to  be  rendered  by  him  in  that  capacity  the 
Earl  relieved  him  of  his  unprofitable  and  trouble- 
some lease,  and  discharged  him  of  all  sums  payable 
under  it.* 

'  FuBilf  of  KUravocli,  146.  See  eimilu-  clause  ae  to  the  lady's  main- 
tauDoe  io  Janet  Chitbolm'a  contract,  p.  43,  ntpm.  A  merk  Scots  wm  eijuol 
to  13*  4d  Soot*,  or  Is  IfJ^  slerling,  Scot^  luoDey  being  one-twelfth  of  mi)ii«y 

'  Ibid,  10.  '  Ibid,  140. 
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One  ett'ect  of  the  struggle  with  the  Macleans  was 
to  aggravate  the  evils  from  which  the  country  had 
suffered  in  the  days  of  the  Lords  of  the  Isles, 
and  increase  tlie  wretchedness  and  poverty  of  the 
people.  The  Exchequer  Rolls  —  brief  and  bald 
though  their  entries  are — give  us  sad  glimpses  of 
the  state  of  the  Parish.  In  an  account  rendered  by 
Huntly  in  July,  1478,  for  the  previous  year,  he 
deducts  from  the  rent  of  £100  the  sum  of  £33  6s  8d, 
"  on  account  of  the  laying  waste  of  the  lands  of 
Glenmoriston,  as  was  vouched  at  the  audit;"'  and 
in  the  next  year's  account  William  Gordon  of 
Dunlugas,  the  acting  Chamberlain  for  the  time, 
makes  a  similar'  deduction  "  on  the  ground  that 
Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  were  waste,  and  could 
not  be  let  for  the  year  of  the  account."^  In  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  account,  Huntly  is  instructed 
"either  to  let  or  occupy  the  said  lands  in  future,  as 
no  further  allowance  shall  be  made  to  him  on  that 
ground  ;"  but,  despite  this,  the  same  abatement  is 
allowed  to  him  for  the  same  reason  in  the  account 
from  July,  1479,  to  July,  1480,  and  again  he  is 
ordered  to  let  or  occupy  the  lands.'  The  state  of 
the  Parish,  in  short,  had  become  wretched  in  the 
extreme.  The  feuds  which  had  so  long  waged 
between  contending  claimants  destroyed  the  man- 
hood of  the  country  ;  outside  clans  made  thieving 
inroads  on  the  undefended  glens ;  bloodshed  and 
rapine  prevailed ;  the  operations  of  seed  time  and 


'  Exchequer  Rolla,  VIII. 
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arvest  were  to  a  large  extent  suspended  ;  and  the 

cile  fields  became  one  great  wilderness,  incapable 

■-of  returning  the  miserable  yearly  rent  of  £100  Scots 

rpayable    to    the    Crown.     In    these    circumstances 

Huntly,    in    obedience    to    the    King's   commandB, 

looked  around  for  a  stronger  tenant  than  Kilravock. 

,  His  choice  fell  on  the  Knight  of  Freuchie,  Chief  of 

he  powerful  Clan  Grant. 

Sir  Duncan  Grant  was  not  unacquainted  with 

history    and    circumstances    of  the  country  of 

irbich  be  was  now  asked  to  take  charge.     He  had 

sen  one  of  the  arbitrators  under  the  submission  of 

Bl479,   and  long   before  his  time  his    family  had  a 

B*emtoria!  connection  with  the  district  of  Loch  Ness. 

Btratherrick,    which    was   the    home    of  his   family 

(efore  they  settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Spey,  was 

>s8es8eil     by   them    from    the    eai'ly    part    of    the 

hirteenth  century,  until  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 

Rthe   Frasers  about    the  year    1420.     According    to 

■tradition,  the  Church  estate  of  Foyers  was  their  last 

)sses&ion  in  Stratherrick,  and  they  lost  it  in  this 

manner.     The  young  bride  of  Gruer  Mor  of  Portclair 

went  forth,  as  was  then  the  wont  of  newly  married 

women,  to  receive  the  presents  of  her  friends.     At 

Foyei-s  she  was  grossly  insulted  by  Laui'ence  Grant  ; 

and    she    reported   the    outrage    to    her    husband, 

who    resolved    to    punish    the    offender,  and    sailed 

from  Portclair  with  galleys    full  of  fighting  men. 

Grant  and  hie  followers  rowed  out  to  meet  him,  and 

,  gk  desperate  fight  took  place  in  the  bay  to  the  west 

Foyers,   whicti   is  to  this  day  known  as  Camus 
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Mharbh  Dhaoine — the  Bay  of  the  Dead  Men. 
Defeated,  and  unable  to  reach  the  Stratherrick 
shore,  Laurence  made  for  Urquhart,  followed  by 
Gruer.  At  Ruidh  Laurais — Laurence's  Slope — 
above  Ruiskich,  he  was  overtaken  and  slain  ;  and 
Gruer  seized  and  retained  Foyers.^ 

In  Stratlispey  the  family  of  Grant  greatly 
extended  their  possessions,  and  became  a  numerous 
clan  ;  and  at  the  time  at  which  we  have  now  arrived, 
the  Chief,  Sir  Duncan,  was  a  man  of  great  influence 
in  the  Central  Highlands.  But  he  was  full  of  years, 
and  his  fighting  days  were  past ;  his  only  son  died 
in  August,  1482  ;  and  it  was  on  his  grand-son  John, 
who  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  Red  Bard  (Am 
Jiard  Ruadh),  that  the  active  duty  devolved  of 
restoring  order  in  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston. 

The  Bard  seems  to  have  taken  possession  imme- 
diately after  Kilravock's  renunciation  of  his  right, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  an  annual  reduction  of 
rifty  merks,  allowed  from  1488  to  1496,  "on  account 
of  the  waste  of  the  lands  of  Glenmoriston,"  we  meet 
no  more  with  abatements  of  rent  in  the  Exchequer 
Rolls.  Huntly  accounted  legulaily  to  the  King  for 
the  yearly  sum  of  £100,  although  Grant  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  too  prompt  in  paying,  for  in 
1492  he  was  four  yeare  in  an-ear.'  He  had  probably 
a  fair  excuse  in  the  difficulties  which  beset  him  in 
his  arduous  and  dangerous  undertaking.  In  Glen- 
Urquhart    the    Clan    'Ic    Uian    resisted    long    and 

•  Fojcra  remained  the  property  of  the  Church  till   1541,  wheD  it  wai 
conveyed  by  the  Bishop  to  Williani  Fraaer  of  Aberchotder. 
'  Chiefa  of  Qraat,  !>,  Iiii. 
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Ivlesperately,  and  tradition  still  tells  of  their  exploits 

—at  one  time  chasing  a  Bwift-fboted  Strathspeyman 

[  down  the  hill  of  Clunemore,  until  he  saved  his  life 

I  by  leaping  the  swollen  Coilty    where  it    forces  its 

■way    through  the    rock  on   which    the  picturesque 

Bridge  of  the  Leap  now  stands ;  at  another,  slaying 


a  party  of  the  invading  clan,  washing  their  heads 
in  Mac  Uian's  Pool,  which  is  now  spanned  by  the 
Bridge  of  Drumnadrochit,  and  sending  the  ghastly 
trophies  as  a  gift  to  the  poet-chief.  In  Glen- 
nioriston  the  Macdonalds  I'or  years  opposed  the 
Grants,   and,    in    the    language   of    the    Exchequer 
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Bolls,  kept  the  lands  "waste."  But  the  Bard's 
progress,  if  slow,  was  sure.  In  1498  he  earned 
the  King's  substantial  gi-atitude  for  the  "  gude  and 
thankfull  service"  of  seizing  and  bringing  to  justice 
Allan  Mor  Mac  Ewen,  a  son  probably  of  Ewen 
Maclean;^  and  he  soon  found  his  footing  so  secure 
that  he  accepted  direct  from  the  Crown  a  lease  of 
the  Lordship  for  five  years  from  Whitsunday,  1502, 
at  the  old  rent  of  £100,  of  which,  however,  £20  a 
year  was  allowed  to  himself  as  his  fee  for  keeping- 
the  Castle.*  He  also  traded  with  the  King,  and 
received,  in  October  of  that  year.  £71  2s,  as  the 
price  of  "  69  marts,  with  skins,"  supplied  by  him  for 
His  Majesty's  household.*  In  1505  he  succeeded 
Walter  Ogilvy  of  Boyne  as  King's  Chamberlain  of 
the  Lordship  and  certain  other  Crown  lands,  and  he 
held  that  office  until  1509,  when  his  good  fortune 
reached  its  climax,  and  Urquliart  and  Glenmoriston 
were  bestowed  on  himself  and  two  of  his  sons  as 
their  own  absolute  property. 

Various  considerations  moved  the  King  to  make 
these  grants.  Ever  since  the  days  of  the  Wolf  of 
Badenoch,  the  lauds  embraced  by  them  had  formed  a 
bone  of  contention  between  rival  claimants,  and  the 
Crown  derived  little  or  no  benefit  from  them  ;  while 
the  royal  Castle,  falling  from  time  to  time  into  the 
hands  of  men  whose  loyalty  disappeared  in  their 

'  Fur  this  aervk'O  certun  fines,  which  the  Bard  hut  incurred  by  oon- 
appsuvnce  ftt  certsio  justioe-Birea,  or  cnurte,  nere  remitted. — Chiefi  of 
Onuit,!!!.,  43. 

="  King's  RonUl  Book,  1602-1508,  in  Begister  Hou* 

>  Exchequer  Rolla,  XII.,  210. 
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tliirst  for  power,  became  fatlier  a  menace  to  the 
Throne  than  a  source  of  strength.  Under  the  rule 
oi"  the  Baitl  a  marked  improvement  took  place.  His 
loyalty  was  atx)ve  suspicion.  His  pnideiice  and 
energy  led  to  his  employment  in  quelling  dis- 
turbances in  Ross-shire  and  Strathglass,  and  even 


in  the  distant  wilde  of  Mar.  With  his  large  Celtic 
following,  he  waa  eminently  the  man  to  maintain 
order  within  the  extensive  Lordship,  which  had 
almost  come  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  No-Man's-Land. 
It  was  believed,  and  with  good  reason,  that,  if  the 
territory  was  absolutely  made  over  to  himself  and 
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his  family  at  a  feu-duty  not  less  than  the  old  rent, 
their  interest  in  the  preservation  of  peace  would 
be  inxjreased  without  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Crown, 
And  so  the  charters  of  1509  passed  the  Great  Seal, 
and  the  Castle  and  Lordship  of  Urquhart  for  ever 
ceased  to  be  the  property  of  the  King. 


OLDEN   TIMES   IN   THE   PARISH.  77 


CHAPTER  V. 

1509—1536. 

The  Charters  of  1509. — The  New  Baronies  of  Urquhart,  Corri- 
mony,  and  Gleumoriston. — Reservation  of  Church  Lands. — 
The  Proprietors'  Duties  and  Services  to  the  drown. — The 
Castle  to  he  added  to  and  Strengthened. — The  Inhabitants 
to  be  Protected.—  Waste  Lands  to  be  Reclaimed. — The  King's 
Highway  to  be  Improved. — Bridges  to  be  Maintained. — 
Hemp  and  Flax  to  be  Cultivated. — Strange  Division  of  the 
Parish. — Gradual  Re-adjustment  of  Marches. — Troubles  with 
the  Inhabitants. — Troubles  with  the  Crown. — Compositions 
for  Crimes. — The  Last  of  the  Macleans. — Invasion  of  Sir 
Donald  of  Lochalsh. — A  Large  Booty. — Prices  of  the  Period. 
— ^The  Bard's  Proceedings  against  Sir  Donald. — The  Bard's 
Treaty  with  Lochiel. — Death  of  the  Bard. — Seumas  nan 
Creach. — Barbarous  Decree  against  the  Clan  Chattan. — 
Urquhart  Exempted  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  Local  Courts. 

•'  Know  ye,"  says  the  King  in  the  charter  to  John 
the  Bard* — and  the  preambles  of  those  to  his  sons 
are  in  similar  terms — '*  that  for  the  increase  of  our 
rental,  and  the  profit  of  the  patrimony  of  our 
Crown,  and  also  with  a  view  to  the  advance- 
ment of  order  and  manners,  and  the  promotion 
of  good  government  in  the  lands  underwritten, 
among  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  for  making 
those  obedient  to  our  laws  who  in  times  past 
have  been  unruly,  and  disobedient  to  our  said 
laws,   we   have   given,    granted,  and   in   feu-ferme 

>  Keg.  Mag.  Sig.  Lib.  XV.,  No.  173.    Chiefs  of  Grant,  III.,  51. 
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demitted,  and,  by  thia  our  present  charter  confii-med 
to  our  lovite  John  Grant  of  Freuchie,  and  his  heirs 
male.  All  and  Sundry  the  lands  underwritten, 
namely,  the  twelve  merk  lands  of  Bordlande  [Borlum] 
of  Urquhart.,  with  the  Castle  and  fortallce  of  the 
same ;  the  six  merk  lands  of  Kil  St  Ninian,  with 
the  mill  thereof;  the  six  merk  lands  of  Karowgar; 
the  six  merk  lands  of  Dnimboy ;  the  three  merk 
lands  of  Wester  Bunloade  [BunloitJ ;  the  three 
merk  lands  of  Middil  Bunloade ;  the  three  merk 
lands  of  Ester  Bunloade ;  the  six  merk  lands  of 
Ballymakauchane  [Balmacaan] ;  the  six  merk  lands 
of  Gartale  [Cartaly]  ;  the  six  merk  lands  of  Polmale 
and  Dulchangy  ;  the  nine  merk  lands  of  the  three 
Inchbrunys  [Inchbrine]  ;  the  three  merk  lands  of 
Mekle  Deveauch,  with  the  office  of  forester  of  our 
forest  of  Cluny,  and  the  huts  commonly  called 
the  shielings  of  the  said  forest — extending  in  all  to 
forty-six  pounds  of  lands  of  new  extent,  as  is  con- 
tained in  our  new  rental,  and  all  lying  in  our 
Lordship  of  Urquhart,  and  within  our  Sherifidom  of 
Inverness  :  but  reserving  to  ourselves  and  our  suc- 
cessors the  property  of  our  said  forest  of  Cluny,  and 
of  the  huts  or  shielings  of  the  same." 

The  King  then,  in  consideration  of  Grant's  ser- 
vices, unites  and  incorporates  the  whole  of  the  subjects 
above-mentioned  into  one  barony,  to  be  called  the 
Barony  of  Urquhart,  with  the  Castle  as  its  principal 
messuage  ;  hut  the  lands  of  Petcarill  Chapell  are 
excepted  from  the  conveyance,  and  reserved  to  the 
Chapel  of  St  Ninian  ;  which  lands,  adds  His  Majesty, 
"  we  are  on  no  account  willing  to  alienate." 
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In  return  for  the  grant  the  Bard  and  his  suc- 
cessoi-s  were,  taken  bound  to  pay  £46  6s  8d  Scots 
of  yearly  feu-duty ;  to  provide  and  maintain  three 
fiufiicient  horeemen  for  every  ten  pounds  of"  land — 
that  is,  foiu'teen  or  fifteen  horsemen  for  the  whole 
Barony — for  royat  service  in  time  of  wai'  beyond  the 
kinf^ora ;  and,  at  the  King's  command,  to  convene 
with  all  "  iencible  pereons"  dwelling  on  his  lands. 
These  provisions  were  inserted  on  what  may  be 
called  national  grounds.  But  the  King  had  also 
in  view  the  domestic  welfare  and  improvement  of 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  Barony  ;  and  the  Bard  and 
his  heirs  were  taken  bound  to  repair  or  build  at  the 
Castle  a  tower,  with  an  outwork  or  rampart  of  stone 
and  lime,  for  protecting  the  lands  and  the  people  from 
tbe  inroads  of  thieves  and  malefactors ;  to  construct 
within  the  Castle  a  hall,  chamber,  and  kitchen,  with 
all  other  requisite  offices,  such  as  a  pantry,  bake- 
house, brewhouse,  bam,  oxhouse,  kiln,  cot,  dove- 
grove,  and  orchard,  with  the  necessary  wooden 
fences  :  to  reclaim  and  labour  untilled  land  lying  in 
meadows  or  under  pasture;  to  make  "stiling,"  or 
enclosures ;  to  Improve  the  King's  highway  within 
the  Barony ;  to  cultivate  hemp  and  flax ;  to  watch 
over  such  matters  of  common  advantage  as  stone  and 
wooden  bridges,  "  faldyettis "  [cattle  folds],  and 
stiles ;  to  provide  common  passage  through  the 
lands  and  Barony  ;  and  thankfully  and  obediently 
to  pay  their  tithes  and  offerings  to  God  and  the 
Church.  The  charter  is  dated  at  Stirling,  the  8tli 
day  of  December,  1509. 
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On  the  same  date,  and  under  similar  conditions, 
certain  lands,  erected  into  the  Barony  of  Corrimony, 
were  conferred  on  the  Bard's  second  lawful  son, 
Iain  Og — Young  Jolin  ;  and  lands,  incorporated 
into  the  Barony  of  Glenmoriston,  on  his  natural 
son,  Iain  Mor  —  Big  John  —  a  man  of  singular 
stature  and  prowess,  who,  despite  the  bar  sinister, 
early  attained  to  gi'eat  influence,  and,  in  addition  to 
Glenmoriston,  owned  the  estate  of  Culcabock,  near 
Inverness. 

The  lands  embraced  in  the  Barony  of  Corrimony 
were  the  four  ])ound  lands  of  Corrymony  ;  the  four 
pound  lands  of  Morull ;  the  eight  pound  lands  of  the 
four  Mikleis' ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Lochletter  ; 
the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Auchintamarag  ;  the  forty 
shilling  lauds  of  Deveaueh  ;  and  half  of  the  lands 
of  Mekle  Clune  [Clunemore],  extending  to  twenty 
shillings  of  land ;  and  the  forty  shilling  lands  of 
Petcarill  Croy^ — extending  in  all  to  £27  of  land  as  in 
the  new  rental,  and  all  lying  in  the  Lordship  of 
Urqnhart.  The  annual  feu-duty  payable  to  the 
King  was  .£27  Gs  8d.- 

lain  Mor's  Barony  of  Glenmoriston  consisted  of 
the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Conechane  ;  the  forty 
shilling  lands  of  Craske  ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of 
Enaehur  [Aouach] ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of 
Auchlayn ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Wester 
Tullclechart  [Dulchreichard]  ;  the  forty  shilling 
lands    of  Easter    Tullclechart ;    tlie    forty    shilling 

'  TbQ   fuur  Meikliea  includeil  Shewglie,  and  CViukug, 
Lskefield  ikud  uow  KJlmartiu. 

=■  Keg.  M»g.  Sig.  Lib.,  XV.,  Ku.  175  ;  Chiafa  of  Grsnt,  III.,  54. 
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ids  of  Wester  Duldragyn  ;  the  forty  shilling  lauds 
Easter  Duldi-agin  ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of 
nerwik ;  the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Blaree ;  the 
irty  shilling  lands  of  Over  Inver  [Invermoriston]  ; 
the  forty  shilling  lands  of  Nether  Inver ;  the  forty 
shilhng  lands  of  Coulnakirk' ;  and  half  of  the  lands 
of  Mekle  Cluny  [Clunemore],  extending  to  twenty 
lliugs  of  land — extending  in  all  to  £'27  of  land  as 
the  new  rental,  and  lying  in  the  Loi-dstiip  of 
TJrquhart.  In  this  case,  also,  the  feu-duty  was 
£27  6b  8d  ;'  and  the  pecuniary  result  of  the  new 
arrangement  was  that  for  the  whole  Lordship  the 
ing  was  now  to  get  ^101  per  annum,  in  lieu 
the  .£100  formerly  payable,  but  seldom  paid. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Church  lands  of 
Achmonie,  Pitkerrald  Chapel,  St  Drostan's  Croft  at 
Balmacaan,  St  Adamnan's  Croft,  the  site  of  which  is 
t  now  known,  and  a  croft  attached  to  St  Ninian'a 
lapel  at  Temple  House,  the  whole  parish  thus 
became  the  property  of  the  Grants.  It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  the  singular  manner  in  which  the  lands 
were  dividefl  between  the  Bard  and  his  sons. 
iProbablv  the  King's  intention  was  to  keep  them 
pvid  their  successors  in  dependence  on  each  otherj 
and  to  furnish  them  with  a  common  motive  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace.  The  Bard,  as  has  been  seen,- 
had  the  shielings  of  Cluny,  situated  more  than 
irty  miles  from  his  Castle,  and  beyond  the  inter- 
ning    Baronv     of    Glenmoriston  ;    and    he     also 
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possessed  Camoch  and  Kerrownakeill  or  Keirow-na- 
Coille,  beyond  the  lands  of  Comniony,  and  on  the 
borders  of  Strathglass.  lain  Mor  had  the  detachetl 
holdings  of  Culnaiiirk  and  half  of  Oluiiemore,  both 
in  the  very  heart  of  his  father's  estate  ;  while  John 
Og's  Barony  of  Con-imony  embraced  the  other  half 
of  Clunemore.  as  well  as  Achiutemarag,  Divach,  and 
Pitkerrald-croy,  also  all  situated  In  the  centre  of  the 
Bard's  possessions.  We  shall  hereafter  see  how 
curiously  this  arrangement  ajl'ected  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  the  Parish  ;  and  the  inconveniences 
to  which  it  gave  rise  were  so  great  that  in  the 
course  of  time  the  proprietors  found  it  expedient  to 
re-adjust  their  marches.  In  1580,  John,  Second  of 
(Jorrimony,  resigned  his  Barony  in  favour  of  Duncan, 
lieir-apparent  of  the  Laird  of  Gi-ant,  who,  on  19th 
August,  obtained  a  Crown  charter  thereof,  in  virtue 
of  which  the  Chiefs  of  Grant  have  ever  since  been 
the  feudal  superiors  of  that  estate.  In  granting  to 
John's  successor  a  renewal  of  the  title,  in  1610, 
John,  Laird  of  Grant,  retained  Shewglie  and  Loch- 
letter,  which  accordingly  ceased  to  form  part  of 
Corrimony.  In  July,  1574,  Ludovick  Grant  of 
Grant  made  over  Camoch  sIVhI  Kerrow-na-Coille  to 
John  Grant  of  Corrimony  in  exchange  for  Pitkerrald- 
oroy  and  Achintemarag.  He  had  probably  already 
acquired  Corrimony's  lands  of  Divach  and  Clune- 
more. Glenmoriston's  half  of  Clunemore,  as  well  as 
his  lands  of  Culnaklrk,  were  sold  to  Ludovick 
in  June,  1696.  And  as  to  the  grazings  of  Ouny, 
which    were    the   common   shieling  ground    of  the 
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enants  of  both  Glen-Urquharfc  and  Glemnoriaton, 
hey  have  for  generations  been  in  the  exclusive  pos- 
l^essiou  of  the  Glenmoiiston  family. 

ITie  Grants,  notwithstanding  the  absolute  right 
which  they  had  now  acquired  to  the  ancient  royal 
<lomain,  had  not  yet  attained  to  absolute  peace. 
Iain  Mor  of  Gleninoriston.  especially,  experienced 
I  great  difficulty  in  reconciling  to  his  rule  the 
'  Macdonalds  of  his  Glen,  who  still  looked  on  the 
Msfdonald  chiefs  as  their  only  lords.'  The  new 
proprietors,  too,  early  ^ot  into  trouble  with  the 
C'rown.  Their  charters  provided  that  if  they  or 
their  successors  should  at  any  time  be  convicted  of 
treason,  murder,  or  common  theft,  the  forfeiture  of 
their    estates    would    be    the    penalty.      But    the 

'  Then:  were  fire  septH  of  MaciloDftldit  in  G1cDm<irint/ju— Haiin  lain 
tCovitb.  Claim  lain  Chauil,  CUnn  Eobliamii  Bhain,  Sliochcl  OhiUeasbuig.  and 
CUim  Aludiir  Cboire-D)u>,  Tbc  fint  four  were  dpaceuded  from  fuur  taue  ai 
Uia  Mm-  Ruidb  nan-Stop,  That  pcraonage  wu  un  one  uccneiun  retuminf; 
fr«m  Oloa'Crqnhart,  aluDg  witli  hin  sixteen  stalwart  snnt,  when  the;  all  sat 
dmm  U>  rest  at  Faaadh-an-Fliithich,  near  Atlt-Iarairidh.  Aa  ihry  rested,  a 
raveD  fl«w  over  thdr  heads,  aii<l  dropped  ■  booe  in  their  midet.  Twel™  of  the 
jming  mil  bandied  the  bone  with  curioii[ty,  and  wt  the  thirteenth  was  about 
lu  dii  H>,  he  was  stopped  by  bis  father,  who  said,  "  Ma  's  fortan  e,  tba  gu  leoir 
BgaliiD  :  ma  '»  mi-fliortao  c.  tba  luilte  's  a  choir  a^ainn" — "  If  it  augure  gond 
turtuiic,  ice  liave  enough  ;  if  it  fr>r1>ode«  evil,  wa  have  too  much."  Before  the 
mil  of  a  year  and  a  day,  the  twelve  who  touched  the  bone  were  atl  dead.  The 
other  four— lain  Kuadh  (ttei)  John),  Iain  Caul  (Slender  John),  Eobhan  Ban 
(Fair  Ewen),  and  Uiiltaabui);  (Archibald)— ^survived,  and  from  them  sprang 
the  tnur  septt  called  after  them.  Sliochd  Alasdur  Chiiire-Dho  lived  in 
C«rTi-Dho.  It  ha«  1«eu,  aud  still  is,  the  custom  in  the  Parish  to  bury  the 
iI^kI  on  tbdr  backs,  with  their  feet  towa'ds  the  east,  in  order  that  ivhnn  rising 
at  tbe  Reuirrection,  tbey  may  tiave  their  faces  tiiwards  our  Lord,  as  he  appears 
in  Uie  tBBt.  ^ochd  Absdaii  Choire-Dho,  however,  lie  with  their  feet  to  tha 
wof,  in  iirder  that,  in  rising  at  the  sound  nf  the  Inat  trump,  they  may  face 
Ibeir  bdoted  Corri-Dlio.  Their  graves  occupy  the  nearest  i:or]ier  Ui  that 
Conie  <>f  the  old  churchyard  of  Clachau  Hheri.'heir<l. 
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apparent  harshness  of  this  provision  was  greatly 
modified  by  another  clause,  which  sanctioned  "com- 
position" for  certain  crimes.  This  privilege,  which 
resembled  the  Gaelic  custom  of  Erie,  and  under 
which  pardon  was  purchasjible  for  money,  was  a 
source  of  considerable  revenue  to  the  Scottish  kinjjs ; 
and  it  was  soon  put  in  practice  in  our  Parish.  In 
some  unexplained  manner  the  new  proprietors  and 
certain  of  their  tenants  were,  in  1510,  held  guilty 
of  receiving  and  assisting  rebels,  and  forced  to 
make  composition.  Iain  Mor  of  Glenmoriston's 
compoiiitur  is  dated  1  st  July.  On  the  1 0  th  a 
similar  composition  is  made  by  a  number  of  persona, 
including  John  Makgillecallnm  in  Borlum,  and  John 
Roy  Makenis  [Son  of  Angus],  Donald  Roy  Makdon- 
ald,  Muldonych  Owre,  and  John  Makyngown  [the 
Smith's  Son],  all  residing  in  Urquhart ;  and  John 
Makmurrych,  Gillendris  Makmurrych,  Gillecreist 
Macmuldonych.  Donald  Gowroy  [son  of  the  Red 
Smitli],  and  William  Alexanderson  [i.e.,  Son  of 
Alexander],  all  on  the  estate  of  Corrimony  ;  and  the 
Bard  himself  compounded  on  the  15th.'  Alexander- 
son  is  especially  distinguished,  for  he  has  slain,  or 
has  been  a  party  to  the  death  of,  Farquhar  Macewen 
—a  crime  for  whicli  he  obtams  express  pardon. 
Farquhar  appears  to  have  been  a  son  of  Ewen  Mac- 
lean ;  and.  with  this  slight  reference  to  his  death, 
his  brave  race  disappear  from  lecord.  In  time 
they  ceased  to  dream  of  tlie  ownership  of  Urquhart ; 
and  Ewen's  descendants  are  now  peaceful  tenants  on 

iChiefsotGranl,  111.,  66,  67. 
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lie  lands  for  which  their  forefathers  so  long  fought 
ndbled. 

er  misfortunes  than  these  troubles  with  the 
Crown  were  about  to  fall  on  the  Parish.  Tlie  bold 
and  chivalrous  cliaracter  of  James  the  Foiirth  was 
much  to  the  liking  of  his  Celtic  subjects,  and,  when 
he  entered  on  that  expedition  which  ended  so 
disastrously  at  Flodden,  they  flocked  to  his 
standard.  But  it  happened  after  his  death  as  it 
happened  after  the  death  of  James  the  Secoiid. 
The  confusion  that  followed  destroyed  the  loyalty 
of  the  fickle  Islanders,  and  aroused  in  their 
breasts  the  old  desire  for  independence.  A  Lord 
of  the  Isles  was  proclaimed  in  1513,  in  the 
person  of  81r  Donald  Macdonald  of  Lochalsh,  whose 
fether  had  previously  claimed  the  title.  As  the  best 
bid  for  popular  favour.  Sir  Donald  began  his  career 
ty  leading  a  lai^e  army  into  Glen-Urquhart. 
ieizing  the  Castle,  he  expelled  the  garrison,  and 
plundered  and  laid  waste  the  Glen' — among  those 
who  aided  him  being  Chisholm  of  Comar,  MacdonaJd 
of  Glengarry,  an  amazon  from  Buntait  who  rejoiced 
the  name  of  Mor  Euoin  Evin,  and  her  son  Donald 
Alaedair.  The  spoil  was  rich  and  varied.  From 
le  Castle  were  taken  pots,  pans,  kettles,  napery. 
Is,  sheets,  blankets,  coverings,  cods,  fish,  flesh, 
ale,  cheese,  butter,  salt  hides,  and  "  uther 
ituf  of  houshald,"  of  the  value  in  all  of  more  than 
100  ;  while  the  booty  from  the  lands  consisted  of 
300  cattle  and  1000  sheep,  300  bolls  of  bear  and 
200  bolls  of  oats,  with  the  fodder,  from  the  town 

'  GregoFY,  Hi, 
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and  grange  of  Kil  St  Ninian,  which  was  in  the 
Laird  of  Grant's  own  hands  ;  100  bolls  of  bear  and 
200  of  oats  from  Corrimony :  fiO  bolls  of  bear  and 
120  of  oats  from  Achmonie  ;  100  bolls  of  bear  and 
200  of  oats  from  Pitkerraldniore  and  Dulshangie  ; 
120  bolls  of  oats  and  60  bolls  of  bear  from  Meiklie  ; 
120  bolls  of  oats  and  60  of  liear  from  Kerrowgair  ; 
and  120  bolls  of  oats  and  60  of  bear  from  the  lands 
of  "  Tulaichla,"  probably  Tiilliclt  of  Corrimony,  The 
value  of  the  oats,  including  straw,  is  stated  at  4s 
per  boll,  and  that  of  the  bear  at  8s.  Each  cow  is 
valued  at  2fi8  8d,  and  each  sheep  at  48, 

Sir  Donald  was  not  satisfied  with  the  mere 
produce  of  the  land.  As  the  successor  of  the  old 
Lords  of  the  Isles,  he  would  also  have  the  territory, 
and  for  thi-ee  years  he  kept  forcible  possession  of 
Glen-lJrquhart,  "  lauboring  and  manuring "  the 
fields,  and  preventing  the  rightful  possessors  from 
enjoying  their  profits.  In  legal  proceedings  subse- 
(juently  taken  by  the  Bard,  these  profits,  after 
deducting  working  expenses,  were  estimated  at  300 
bolls  of  bear  and  200  bolls  of  oats,  valued  at  the 
above  prices ;  and  to  this  was  added  the  grazing  of 
600  cows  and  oxen,  1000  sheep  and  goats,  200  horses 
and  mares,  and  200  swine  (the  value  of  each  "  soum" 
of  grass  being  Is  6d),  and  also  120  merke  of  money, 
and  280  bolls  of  victual,  bear  and  meal,  at  the  value 
of  8s  per  boll,  as  the  amount  of  "  the  maills,  carriage, 
services,  profits,  and  duties  of  the  remanent  of  the 
lands  and  lordship  of  Urquhart,"  of  which  the  Laird 
was  deprived  during  the  three  years.' 

'  Chiefa  of  Qrant,  III.,  02.  372.  373. 
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In  consequence  of  the  friendliness,  if  not  the 
tive  aid,  of  the  Clan  'Ic  Uian  in  Glen-Urquhart, 
and  of  the  Macdonalds  in  Glenniorlston,  Sir  Donald's 
sojourn  in  the  Parish  was  considerably  longer 
than  it  would  have  been  under  less  favoiirsible 
circurastances.  But  the  Grants  finally  prevailed, 
and  Urquliart  saw  the  last  of  the  iiivadera 
I  before  the  close  of  1516.  Having  won  in  the 
■  Held,  the  Bai-d  now  entered  the  courts  of  law 
a^inst  Sir  Donald  and  his  friends.  A  summons  for 
the  loss  and  damage  sustained  by  himself  and 
his  fellow  sufferers,  was  called  before  the  Lords 
I  a£  Council  at  Edinburgh,  on  26th  February, 
*  1517.  The  accused  failed  to  appear,  and  the 
extent  of  the  damage  was  referred  to  the  oath 
of  the  Bard,  who  was  present.  "  Tua  thousand 
pund,  with  the  mair,"  was  the  sum  and  substance  of 
his  evidence  ;  and  for  £2000  judgment  was  accord- 
ttigly  given.  The  Bard,  however,  did  not  get  his 
money.  Sir  Donald  died  in  1519.  His  sisters, 
Margaret  and  Janet  of  the  Isles,  succeeded  to  him  ; 
and  in  1549 — long  after  the  Bard's  death — we  find 
his  son  James  obtaining  authority,  under  the 
signet  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  to  recover 
the  debt  by  poinding  and  selling  the  goods  and 
eflecta  of  Margaret,  and  of  Thomas  Dingwall  of 
Kildune,  son  and  heir  of  the  now  deceased  Janet ; 
of  Donald  Mac  Alasdair,  for  himself  and  as  heir  of 
his  mother,  the  amazon  of  Buntait,  who  had  also 
gone  the  way  of  all  flesh;  and  of  Chishnhn,  and 
other    offenders.'      What  the    result  of  these  pro- 

'  ChiefB  nt  Grant,  III.,  82,  372. 
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ceedinga  was  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  ascertain. 
The  probability  is  that  the  debt  was  never  recovered. 
In  any  case,  no  compensation  reached  the  people  of 
Glen-Urquhai't  for  the  famine  and  distress  which 
followed  their  spoliation  in  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  of  1513-14,  and  the  violent  possession  of 
their  holdings  by  the  strangers.  Glenmoriston  had 
the  fortune  to  be  inhabited  mainly  by  Macdonalds. 
and  so  it  was  spared. 

One  result  of  the  invasion  was  that  the  Bard 
sought  an  alliance  with  Ewen  Allanson  of  Lochiel. 
Captain  of  Clan  Cameron,  with  whom  he  entered 
into  a  bond  of  friendship  on  22nd  October, 
1520.  The  deed  was  executed  at  Urquhart  before 
rlistinguished  witnesses,  including  the  noble  and 
mighty  lord,  Thomas,  Lord  Fraser  of  Lovat ;  the 
venerable  father  in  God.Nychol,  Pnor  of  Beauly ;  Hew 
Fraser,  Master  of  Lovat;  John  the  Grant  of  Culcabock, 
as  lain  Mor  calls  himself ;  and  Sir  John  McCoule, 
Vicar  of  Kilmonivaig,  who  doubtless  had  come  to 
watch  over  the  legal  interests  of  Lochiel  in  con- 
nection with  the  transaction,  for  in  that  age  the 
preachers  of  the  gospel  were  also  the  practitioners 
of  the  law.  The  Bard  and  his  son  and  heir,  James, 
and  Lochiel  and  his  son  and  heir,  Donald,  bind 
themselves  and  their  heii-s  for  ever  to  stand  by  each 
other,  in  "  leil,  trew,  anefold"  kindness,  and  to  defend 
each  other  in  their  persons,  goods,  lands,  and  kin. 
The  treaty  especially  provides  that  the  Camerons 
shall  defend  the  Grants  in  Urquhart  and  Glen- 
moriston, and    that    the    Grants    shall    defend    the 
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^iiierons  in  Lochaber,  against  "  all  thame  at  levis 
''^  dee   ma ;"  and  to    strengthen    the  alliance,  and 
for  the  mail-   securitie,"  a    marriage  is,  as  usual, 
ffisorted  to.     Young  Donald  Cameron  is  to  marry 
the  Laird's  daughter,  Agnes  Grant,  in  face  of  Holy 
Kirk,  immediately  after  a  papal  dispensation  rendered 
neces.sary    by    some  canonical   impediment  shall  be 
procured.     Meanwhile,  as  in  the  case  of  the  some- 
what   similar     conti-act     between     Mackintosh     of 
^Kkillovie  and  Donald  Mackintosh  in  1482,'  tlie  rules 
^Hf  the  Church  yield  to  the  worldly  interests  of  the 
^^iarties;  and  until  the  dispensation  shall  arrive  the 
young  couj)le  are  to  live  together  without  the  sanction 
■of  religion — an  arrangement  calmly  concurred  In  by 
pious  vicar  of  Kilmonivaig.     *'  And,"  to  quote 
document  itself,   "  if  it  shall  happen    that  the 
dispensation  come  not  home  within    the    said 
me  of  fifteen  days  after  Martinmas  [1520],  the  said 
tin  the  Grant  is  bound  and  obliged  to  cause  them 
handfast  and    put   together,  his   said    daughtei' 
nea  Grant  and  the  said  Donald,  foi'  mai-riage  to 
3  completed,  in  the  default  of  the  dispensation  not 
xiing  home  at  the  said  time."     There  is  danger,  of 
,  that  after  the  handfast  period  of  probation 
Onald  may  decline  to  tie  himself  indlssolubly  to  the 
ung  lady.     And  so  to  meet  this  risk  Lord  Lovat, 
iexander  Cummhig,  son  of  Curaming  of  Altyre,  and 
btrick  Grant  in  BalHndalloch,  become  sureties  that 
;  maiTiage  shall  be  duly  completed  after  the  arrival 
f  the  dispensation,  under  the  penalty  of  one  thousand 

'  Sec  p.  88,  mpra. 
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merks  to  he  paid  by  them  to  the  lady  and  her  father 
in  the  event  of  Donald's  refusal — and  for  that  sum 
they  undertake  to  grant  their  formal  bond  at  "  the 
time  that  the  said  Agnes  is  handfast  in  hope  of 
marriage."  The  parties  then  touch  the  holy 
evangel,  and  give  their  "'  bodily  oaths"  to  implement 
the  covenant ;  and  so  the  bond  of  friendship  is 
solemnly  concluded.'  For  the  lady's  sake  it  is 
pleasant  to  record  that  Donald  Cameron  showed  no 
desire  to  discard  her ;  and  in  course  of  time  their 
regular  marriage  was  duly  solemnized.  But  the 
great  object  of  the  treaty  was  not  attained,  and  we 
shall  hereafter  find  Agnes'  eldest  son  taking  a 
leading  part  in  the  most  sweeping  raid  ever  made 
on  our  unfortunate  Parish. 

Under  the  charters  of  I  509,  the  Grants  were,  as 
we  have  seen,  bound  to  provide  and  maintain  three 
sufficient  horsemen  for  every  ten  pounds  of  land,  for 
the  King's  service  in  time  of  war  beyond  Scotland, 
and  to  assemble  with  all  their  fencible  followers  when 
requiied  within  the  kingdom.  Several  Highland 
chiefs  were  in  James  the  Fourth's  army  at  Flndden, 
and  although  there  is  no  clear  evidence  on  the  point, 
it  is  probable  that  the  Bait!  was  among  them. 
But  when  he  and  his  people  were  summoned  by 
the  Regent  Albany  in  October,  1523,  to  join  him  in 
an  expedition  against  England,  they  failed  to  obey. 
The  Regent's  army  cmssed  the  Boi-der,  and 
attempted  to  take  Wark  Castle  ;  but  it  was  driven 
back,  and  the   foolish   adventure  came  to  an   end. 


'  Chiefs  , if  (:™iit,  III.,  fl4. 
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'"f  conduct  of  the  Grants  was,  however,  not  tbr- 
K^tteii.  and  tliey  had  to  buy  themselves  out  of 
w  Consequences  of  their  disobedience.  On  13th 
February,  1527,  by  lettei-s  under  the  Great  Seal, 
■Jame*  the  Fiftli  remitted  to  the  aged  Bard  and 
his  8on  James,  their  kinsmen  of  Glenmonstou  and 

feCon'uaolly,  and  a  numher  of  other  persons  whose 
llaces  of  residence    are  not  given,  their   crime    of 
liBence  from  the  King's  host  at  Solway  and  Wark, 
and   took  them   under  the  royal   protection.'     The 
list  of  defaidters  was,  liowever,  not  yet  exhausted. 
On  26th  November,   1534,   a  number  of  Urquhai't 
men  compounded  for  their  absence  from  the  Solway 
expedition  and  other  offences  by  paying    £14  into 
the  King's  exchequer.    Their  names  desei-ve  mention 
— Gillanderis    M'Gilleniartyne    M'Kerhi,     Kennoch 
Jl'Gillepatrik,    John    Cmy    M'PatrIk     M-Gillespik, 
BDonald  M'Paule  Nele,  John  Dow  M'Muhnme.  and 
Hpuues  M'Kvnkeir." 

The  venerable  Bard  closed  his  long  and  useful 
life  in  May,  1528,  leaving  the  Barony  of  Urquhart 
and  his  other  estates  to  his  son  Seumas  nan  Creach 
— James  of  the  Forays.  James  liad  no  sooner 
succeeded  than  he   was  called  on  by  the   King  to 

E scute  a  strange  and  barbarous  conmiission.  The 
an  Chattan,  whom  we  saw  giving  trouble  in 
Dnection  with  the  claims  of  Ewen  Maclean  to 
Urquhart,  became,  under  the  leadership  of  Hector 
Mackintosh,  such  a  scourge  to  their  neighbours  that 
royal  mandate  was  issued  in  November,  1528,  for 

'  Chieh  of  Orwit,  1.,  filS,  ami  HI.,  72.  ■■=  Ibid.,  III.,  77. 
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their  complete  exteriuiuation.'  Directed  to  the 
northern  Sheriffs,  the  Earl  of  Moray,  Loi-d  Lovat, 
John  Gi-ant  of  Freuchie,  Chiaholni  of  Coinar,  and 
other  Highland  potentates,  the  writ  commanded 
them  to  invade  the  territories  of  the  proscribed  clan, 
and  to  utterly  destroy  them  by  slaughter,  burning, 
and  drowning,  and  to  leave  none  of  them  aUve 
except  priests,  women,  and  children.  What  was 
to  become  of  the  priests  after  their  flocks  were 
destroyed  is  not  suggested ;  but  the  women  and 
children  were  to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  port,  and 
put  on  board  ships  to  be  furnished  at  the  King's 
expense,  which  would  "saiU  with  thame  furth  of 
our  realme,  and  land  with  them  in  Jesland,  Zesland, 
or  Norway;  because  it  wer  inhumanite  to  put  handiB 
in  the  blude  of  wemen  and  barnis." 

John  the  Bai'd  was  dead  before  the  commission 
was  issued,  and  the  duty  of  executing  it  fell  to 
Seumas  nan  Creach.  But  he  and  the  other 
personages  to  whom  it  was  directed,  were  slow  to 
act,  and  the  Mackintoshes  continued  in  their  old 
courses.  In  1534  they  besieged  and  destroyed  the 
castle  of  Daviot,  belonging  to  Ogilvie  of  Strath- 
nairn,  slew  twenty-two  persons,  including  women  and 
children,  and  carried  off  a  large  booty  of  grain,  cattle, 
goods,  and  household  effects.  In  this  enterprise  they 
were  aided  and  abettetl  by  Seumas  nan  Creach 
himself,  as  well  as  by  Iain  Mor  of  Glenmoriston. 
Gillanderis  M'Gillemartyne  M'Kerin,  and  the  other 
Urquhart    men  who  compounded    for   their  crimes 

'  .'jpalding  Club  MiticflUuiy,  [I.,  iixv.,  83. 
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"^  iJovember  of  that  year.'     But  this  composition 

"^Q  not  cover  their  offence  of  assistinjr  Hector  Mac- 

"^'ntosh    and    his    accomplices,    which    was    indeed 

*'pecially  excepted  from  the  remission.     A  ftirther 

fiayment  became  necessary  ;  the  money  duly  passed 

into  the  King's  treasury;  and  on  22nd  July,  1535, 

■Seumas    nan    Creach    obtained    a  general    pardon.* 

iy  this    time,  indeed,  he    had  greatly  ingratiated 

If  with   the    King  ;    and,    on  28th  July,    he 

ived  a  royal  letter  exempting  himself  and  his 

lends  and  servants,  and  the  tenants  of  Urquhart 

and  his  other  estates,  during  all  the  days  of  his  life, 

from  the  jurisdiction  of  all  courts  and  judges,  except 

the    high  civil  and  criminal    courts  in    Edinburgh, 

and  prohibiting  inferior  judges  and  magistrates  from 

;mraoning  or  arresting  the  favoured  people.'     The 

.inburgh    coui-ts   were    far   distant,    and    for    the 

remainder  of  James'  lifetime  the  men  of  Urquhart 

were  virtually  independent  of  all  law,  save  that  of 

their    own    baron-bailies.      They    would    have   been 

itter  than  the  evil  days  in  which  they  lived,   if 

ley  did  not  take  full  and  frequent  advantage  of 

le  doubtful  privilege  which  they  had  obtained. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


Troubles  in  the  Western  Hi[fhlandM.— Feud  between  Rauald 
(jttllda  and  John  of  Moidart, — The  Laii-ds  of  Grant  and 
UleDmoriBton  assist  Ranald.- — Battle  of  Blar-iiau-Leine.^ 
lilengarry  and  lyjchiel  invade  Glenmoriaton  and  Urquhart. — 
The  Great  Raid. — The  Spoil  and  the  Despoiled. — Urquhart 
Burnt. — Incidenttf  of  the  Said.-— The  Strong  Woman  of 
Richraggan. — The  Big  Smith  of  I'olmaily. — His  Adventures 
with  the  Fairies.— A  Wonderful  Filly.— The  Smith's  Sons 
Slain. — ijegal  Proceedings  against  (Jlengarry  and  Lochiel. — 
Their  Lands  Ap])riscd  to  the  i.^irdH  of  (jlrant  aud  Gleumoria- 
ton.— GlenmoriBtou's  Death.— His  Character  and  Influence. 
—Dispute  regarding  his  Siicccssiou.— The  Ballindalloch  Feud. 
— ^Death  of  the  Laird  of  Grant.- — Sad  State  of  the  Country, — 
The  Justiciar  of  Urquhart  and  Glemnoristou. — A  Ghastly 
Gift  to  the  Queen  Regent  —The  Reformation. — The  Church's 
Patrimony  Alienated. — John  M-^ckay  aoquireB  Achmonie. — 
The  other  Chureh  I.and8  fall  to  the  Grants. 

In  the  summer  of  1544  Hugh,  Lord  Lovat,  and  a 
body  of  Fi-asers  from  the  neighbouring  district  of 
the  Aird,  passed  through  our  Parish  on  their  way 
to  join  the  Earl  of  Huntly  in  an  attempt  to 
suppress  certain  dieturhances  in  the  Western 
Highlands,  and,  especially,  to  assist  lianakl  Gallda 
in  his  struggle  with  John  of  Moidart — Iain 
Muideartach — for  the  chiefship  of  Clan  Ranald. 
Ranald,  who  accompanied  the  Erasers,  was  a 
nephew  of  their  chief,  and  was  related  by  marriage 
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to  the  Lairds  of  Grant'  and  Glenmoriston,  by 
■whom  his  cause  was  also  supported.  -The  Laird 
of  Grant  joined  Huntly  with  a  following  from  Glen- 
Urquhart  and  Strathspey  ;  and  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Frasers  were  to  be  found  men  from  Glenmoriston, 
led  probably  by  one  of  lain  Mors  natural  sons,' 
The  Macdonalds  of  Glengarry  and  Keppoch  and  the 
Camei-ons  supported  John  of  Moidart :  but,  although 
Huntly  jwnetrated  into  their  country  as  far  aa 
Inverlochy,  they  refrained  fi-om  giving  Iwttle,  and 
he  had  to  return  homeward  without  striking  a 
blow.  At  the  Water  of  Gloy  the  forces  sepa- 
rated, Huntly  and  the  Laii-d  oi'  Grant  proceeding 
with  the  bulk  of  the  army  by  Brae-Lochaber 
and  Badenoch  to  Strathspey,  while  Lord  Lovat 
and  Itanald  Gallda,  with  the  Frasers  and  the 
men  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  took  the 
direct  route  to  their  own  countries,  along  the 
Great  Glen.     John  of  Moidart  now  saw  his  oppor- 

'  It  u  flifflcult  l<i  lay  at  whal  preciiK  perioil  (inuiL  uf  Freucbie  b^M 
ta  be  Wjlod  Tigh«iriiB  OhraiiDd,  or  Laird  of  Qrant.  Sir  William  Fraaer 
(Cbirfi  of  Orant,  I.,  322),  npeaking  o£  the  erection  of  Clie  Regalit;  of 
Grwit,  [n  1664,  «lol<«  :— "  Fnun  this  date  the  Laird  of  Freuoliie  ohangtil  hia 
tanaal  deognatiuD,  and  become  the  Laird  of  Grant,"  Biit  the  title  "Laird  of 
Onnt "  aiqHare  at  leant  as  early  aa  ISSB,  aod  in  lfiS2  Jamen  the  Sixth  so 
■ddr«a«  the  Chief  (Chiefs.  II.  4,  II].  Donald  Donii  of  BohuutiD,  who 
fliiurubed  in  the  time  of  the  Ci'inmonwoalth,  repeateiily  refers  t»  Tigheanm 
Obruind  in  hia  aonga.  The  |irobabi1it;  i?  that  the  Chiefs  were  impulftrly 
called  Liwrdu  of  Grant  long  Lefure  they  were  so  staled  in  fiirmal  wricinga. 

*  Iain  Mor'ii  lawful  «uu  Patrick,  who  eucceedeil  him  in  hiH  lands  in 
Urquhart  aod  Oleumoriiton,  is  said  to  liare  taken  (atrt  in  Che  ex|iedi. 
tiiin.  U*.  howerer.  could  not  have  done  so.  Iain  Mor'n  timt  wife,  Elizabeth 
iDDe*.  wafl  alive  in  1541,  and  Palrti^k  u-aa  a  son  nf  lii,i  second  wife,  Agtiea 
FrvMT.  In  1S41,  Iain  appears  to  liave  had  no  lawful  koii,  an  Intidi;  nccjuireil  by 
him  b  that  year  were  <l«tinnl  U-  John  Grant  of  Frenchie,  failing  his  tliree 
ilUgitiinalc  wms  and  their  heirs. 
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tunity.  Carefully  concealed  on  the  northern  banks 
of  Loch  Lochy,  he  watched  with  eager  eye  the 
parting  of  his  enemies,  and  stole  along  the  shore  to 
meet  Lovat  at  the  east  end  of  the  loch  ;  and  there 
the  bloody  fight  of  Blar-nan-Leine— the  Field  of 
the  Shirts — took  place.  The  opposing  forces  first 
discharged  their  arrows,  and  then,  casting  aside 
their  bows,  and  stripping  themselves  to  theii-  shirts, 
rushed  to  close  combat,  and,  with  claymore  and 
Lochaber  axe,  fought  hand-to-hand  for  houi-s  under 
a  broiling  July  sun.  Both  sides  were  literally  cut 
to  pieces.  Of  the  Frasers,  according  to  their  own 
historians,  Fi-aser  of  Foyers  and  other  four  men 
alone  escaped  :  and  they,  with  their  surviving  com- 
rades from  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  retiU'ned 
home,  bearing  tidings  of  the  disaster,  and  canying 
the  dead  bodies  of  Lovat  and  his  son  and  Ranald 
Gallda,  for  interment  within  the  sacred  precincts  of 
Beauly  Priory,' 

For  the  part  taken  by  the  men  of  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston  in  tlie  ill-fated  expedition,  John  of 
Moidart  and  his  allies  determined  on  revenge.  A 
great  invasion  of  the  Parish  was  planned  ;  and 
Alasdair  Mac  Iain  Tc  Alasdair  of  Glengany,  his  son 
Angus,  and  Ewen  Cameron,  the  young  heir  of 
Lochiel,  wei-e  appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
Ewen's  mother  was  a  sister  of  the  Laird  of  Grant, 
and  a  half-sister  of  Iain  Mor,  and,  as  we  saw  in  our 
last   chapter,   the  gieat  object  of  the  marriage    of 

'  Giegory'a    Wcatcm    HisHUtid*    and    IhIiiiiIb  ;    AndcTBon' 
Finser  ;  Chiflholm  BatteTi'a  Priorj'  uf  Beaul 
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>*'luch    he  was  the  issue  was  to  secure   peace  aud 

^jootJwiU  between  the  clans.      But  it  is  not  always 

true  that  "blood   is  thicker  than  water;"  and  the 

Bolemn  treaty  of  1520  was  to  him  as  waste  paper. 

luto  the  project  a^inst  his  uncles  he  entered  with 

alacrity,  and  along  with  the  old  and  young  Laii-ds 

of  Glengarr)-  gave  the  Parish  a  foretaste  of  what 

was  in  store  for  it  by  appearing  on  the  banks  of  the 

Muriston  in  October,  1544,  and  taking  a  booty  of 

twenty  "great"'  or  fiill-grown  cattle,  eight  calves,  five 

youug  cattle,  four  horees,  one  mare,  twenty  ewes,  ten 

wethers,  twenty  lamlts,  thirty  goats,  eighteen  kids, 

eighty -eight  Iwlls  of  oats,  twenty-nine  bolls  of  barley, 

and  household  goods  to  the  value  of  £12  6s  8d,  from 

,  the  lands  of  Invemioriston.'     The  uplands  of  Glen- 

>riston,  which  were  posseased  by  the  peihaps  not 

friendly  Macdonalds,  were  not  molested  ;  and  the 

habitants  of    Gleu-Urquhart    were    allowed    the 

rivilege  of  feeding  their  flocks  through  the  wiiiter's 

But  as  soon  as  the  winter  was  past — in 

1545 — the  joint    leaders    suddenly    swooped 

own  on  the  devoted  Glen  with  a  great  host  from 

Slengairj',  Lochaber,  Glencoe,  Ardnamurchan,  and 

he  wilds  of  Clan  Ranald,  seized  the  (Elastic,  and 

wept  the  land  of  every  hoof  and  article  of  food  oi' 

liniiture  which  they  could  find — sparing  onlv  the 

■ony  of  Corrimony,  whose  owner  had  taken  no 

in  the  affair  of  Blar-nan-Leine.     Never  before 

id    never  after  was    Highland  raid   so  thorough. 

month  or  more  the   work   of  violence    and 

'  Charter  of  Afpruing  Vi  Jiiba  Qrant  of  Glenmurisljiii,  licg.  Mn^.  Sig 
V  XXX.,  Kd.  i«3.    8m  Apt>etiilix  B  for  ditails. 
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devastation  went  on ;  and  when  it  was  finished  the 
invaders  were  the  triumphant  possessors  of  a  mag- 
nificent booty,  consisting  of  1188  gi'eat  cattle, 
392  young  cattle,  525  calves,  3  plough  oxen,  383 
horses  and  mares,  1978  sheep,  1099  lambs,  1410 
goats,  794  kids,  122  swine,  (54  geese,  3006  bolls  of 
oats,  1277  bolls  of  bear  and  barley,  a  miscellaneous 
assortment  of  furniture  and  other  household  goods 
of  the  value  of  X533  2s,  £312  in  money,  twenty 
pieces  of  ai-tillery,  ten  stands  of  harness,  three  great 
boats,  and  a  quantity  of  hnen,  and  woollen  cloth.' 

That  the  spoil  was  taken  "with  stronghand" 
we  know  from  the  legal  writs  by  which  the 
Lairds  of  Grant  and  Gleimioriston  sought  to  obtain 
satisfaction  from  Lochiel  and  his  companions  ;  and 
we  learn  fcora  another  document  of  the  period  that 
in  the  process  the  houses  of  the  people  were  given 
to  the  flames.^     But   the  formal  records  make   no 

'  Clmrter  of  Apprising  to  Junes  Grant,  Itog.  Mag.  Sig.  XXX.,  No.  311. 
See  Appeudis  B  for  ihe  details  at  the  spoil  and  the  namea  ot  the  despoiled. 

'  Discharge  by  Jamee,  Earl  i>f  Arraa,  Oovernor  or  Itegcnt  uf  Scutlaad,  to 
the  Laird  of  Grant,  whitli  is  in  the  faUowing  terms  :  — 

Gubematur, — Auditouris  of  our  Chakker  and  Comptroller,  we  greta  you 
harUy  weyll :  Foraaiaekle  an  it  la  humly  meiiyt  and  notourly  knawync  how  the 
landifl  of  Wrquhart  and  Glenmoriatowue  lias  beyne  horeyt  and  brynt  be  the 
ClanjCaiumerou,  Clauraonald,  and  Clanajane,  ijuharthrow  that  our  lonit  Jamea 
Grant  of  Fruquhie,  fewar  of  the  saiddis  laodis,  baa  gnttyn  na  profitt  thairof 
Hen  the  bimyng  of  the  sammyae,  quhilk  was  in  the  monetht  of  Mail  wai  u)e 
yere  ;  qubare  upoune  ihe  mud  James  hes  monj-t  him  to  ws  :  Our  will  ia,  and 
WB  charge  you,  the  said  James  miikaud  guid  payment  of  all  tbingis  bygane 
that  he  aw  the  Qucyiiis  Graice  and  ws  in  this  present  Ch&kkere,  that  jc 
hUow  an{l  dii>char,je  the  said  James  the  Graunt  and  bia  partinorrig,  fen-arris  of 
Wrquhard  and  Otenmoristouue,  uf  thre  termys  maylis  byganc  afoyr  the  di^ 
heyrof,  of  the  sammyne  landis,  quhilk  we  be  the  teuour  heyrof  dischargis  and 
exonerj-B  ;  kepand  this  precepe  for  your  warrand :  SubscriTit  wytht  our 
hand,  tbe  sx.  day  of  Julii,  the  yere  off  God  j"-  v*-  i!vj  yttia  [16*8]. 

jAlfEB  O. 
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ion  of  how  the  Castle  waa  taken,  despite  its 
•*  twenty  pece  of  aitailzery  ;"  or  of  all  the  desperate 
fights  and  struggles  and  lose  of  life  that  there  must 
have  been,  ere  the  men  and  the  women  of  Urquhart 
yielded  their  flocks  and  their  possessions,  to  face 
■feinine  and  perish  by  hunger.  What  the  records 
omit,  tradition  to  some  extent  supplies.  One  legend 
tells  liow  a  woman  of  Richraggan,  seeing  her  only 
cow  being  driven  away  by  the  Lochaber  men,  seized 
the  animal  by  one  of  its  hind  legs  and  held  it 
fest ;  and  how  Lochiel,  amazed  at  the  woman's 
etreugth,  ordered  the  men  to  leave  the  cow  with 
her. 

But  the  great  legendary  hero  of  the  period  was 
An  Gobha  Mor' — the  Big  Smith,  or  Armourer,  of 
Polmaily,  The  Smith  and  his  seven  sons  were  noted 
for  their  enormous  strength.  They  were  also  as 
skilful  in  the  armourer's  art  as  any  who  ever  struck 
anvil  with  hammer  ;  and  no  weapons  were  to  be 
f(>und  in  Scotland  to  equal  theii-  cold-iron  swords 
(claidheamhan  fiiar-iarunn) — much  prized  weapons 
in  the  making  of  which  the  iron  ^vas  lieated  and 
shaped  by  heavy  and  rapid  hammer-blows,  without 
the  agency  of  fiie. 

If  the  Smith  excelled  as  an  armourer,  he  also 
excelled  as  an  husbandman  ;  and  his  herd  of 
•cattle  at  Polmaily  were  noted  for  their  Ijeauty. 
But  suddeidy  and  in  a  single  night  they  lost  tlieii' 

'  See  Uie  Auttior'a  Legends  nt  Glen-Urquhart  iu  Truis.  of  Invertiees 
GMli«  Society.  Vol.  II.  (18T3],  for  liic  Gaelic  vers!..Ii  of  the  Tn!e  of  the  Uig 
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good  conditiou,  and  became  lean  and  famished  ; 
feed  them  as  he  might,  the  Smith  found  it  iir 
sible  to  improve  their  appearance.  At  that  time 
the  fairies  of  Urquhart  had  their  favourite  retreat 
at  Tor-na-sidhe  (Tornashee),  near  Polmaily.  The 
Smith  had  one  of  them  for  his  leannau-sidhc,  or 
fairy-love,  and  as  he  rambled  with  her  one  day  in 
the  woods,  she  informed  him  that  her  fellow-fairies 
had  stolen  his  beautiful  cows,  and  that  the  lean  kine 
which  gave  him  so  much  concern  were  crotk-ttidhe, 
or  fairy-cattle.  Furious  \vith  rage,  he  hastened 
home,  and.  amied  with  an  axe,  rushed  into  the 
byre,  determined  to  slay  the  unearthly  herd.  But 
befoi'e  he  could  strike  a  blow  the  cattle  drew  their 
heads  out  of  their  halters  and  escaped  into  the  open. 
Seizing  the  liindmost  by  the  tail,  the  Smith  sped 
with  them  till  they  came  to  Carn-an-Eath,  in 
Ben-a-Gharbhlaich,  near  Achnababan,  As  they 
approached  the  cairn,  its  side  opened,  and  the  cattle 
rushed  in,  with  the  Smith  at  their  heels.  On 
coming  to  a  spacious  chamber,  which  glittered  with 
precious  stones,  and  was  filled  with  articles  of  rarest 
value,  the  animals  were  Jn  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
changed  into  ordinary  fairies,  who  desired  the 
astonished  Smith  to  choose  what  he  pleased  for 
his  own.  In  a  i-emote  corner  of  tlie  chamber  stood 
a  little  shaggy  filly  (loth  pheallagavh),  of  which 
he  had  heard  his  fairy-love  speak  as  one  of  extra- 
ordinaiy  power  ;  and  he  replied  that  he  would  take 
the  filly.  "  A  tooth  out  of  your  informant's  mouth," 
said  the  fahies  :  but  they  kept  their  word  and  gave 
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bim  the  lotk  pheailagach,  and  strictly  enjoined  him 

'  to  use  her  only  in  the  plough.     The  Smith  promised 

obetiieuce,  and  went    away  with  the  shaggy  filly. 

For  many  years  she  was  a  marvel  in  the  Glen,  and 


Threabliadh  i  Achadh-nam-bo, 
'S  an  Lurga-mhor  bho  ctieaiiii  gu  C' 
Mar  sin  'b  an  Gortan-Ceapagach, 
Mu'a  leagadh  i  as  an  crann  !  ^ 


But  one  day  the  Smith  put  the  filly  in  a  cart,  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  manure.  He  had  broken 
his  promise  to  the  fairies,  aod  her  wonderful  power 
left  her  for  ever. 

In  the  days  of  the  Smith,  a  dispute  as  to  theij- 
marches  arose  between  the  Glen-Urquhart  people 
and  the  Frasers  of  the  Aird.  The  Frasers  pushed 
their  boundary  line  forward  in  the  direction  of 
TJrquhart,  to  a  point  immediately  behind  the 
township  of  Achintemarag,  and  sent  a  strong  foi-ce 
of  young  men  to  maintain  it  in  spite  of  their 
■opponents.  The  Smith  and  four  of  his  sons  quietly 
approached  the  young  men,  and  requested  them  to 
return  to  their  own  country.  On  their  refusal  a 
fight  began,  in  which  several  of  the  Frasers  were 
^lled,  and  the  rest  driven  across  the  march  claimed 
ty  the  Urquhart  people.  That  march  has  ever  since 
lieen  acknowledged  by  the  Lovat  tenantry,  and  the 

which  may  be  rendered— 

Achcftbaban  she  could  plougli, 
And  Lurgftmore  from  east  to  west ; 
likenise  OurstAD-keppagach, 
And  etiJI  plough  on  without  a  reet  J 
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afiair    is    commemorated     by    Clacli  -  a'-  Ghobhainii 
Mhoir — the  Big  Smith's  Stone — to  this  day. 

It  happened  about  this  time  that  one  of  Lochiel's 
followers  slew  a  man  in  Lochaber,  and  fled  to 
Urciuhart,  where  he  found  shelter  and  employment 
with  the  Smith  at  Polmaily.  Lochiel  heard  that 
the  fugitive  was  in  the  Glen,  and  sent  men  to  bring' 
him  back.  But  he  cut  his  hair  short,  and  shaved 
his  face  clean ;  and,  although  the  Lochaber  meu 
saw  him  as  he  worked  at  the  anvil,  they  failed  to 
recognise  him,  and  returned  home  without  him.  But 
it  soon  reached  the  eai-  of  Lochiel  that  the  Gille 
Maol~the  Bald  Young  Man'~whom  they  had  seen 
in  the  smithy,  was  the  object  of  their  search ;  and 
he  was  very  wroth  at  the  Smith  and  the  people  of 
Urquhart,  and  resolved  to  make  a  raid  upon  them. 
Accordingly,  he  and  a  great  many  of  the  Clan 
Cameron  came  and  seized  the  Castle.  But  not 
daring  to  meet  the  Big  Smith  and  his  sons  in  fair 
fight,  he  sent  for  Gille  Phadruig  Gobha,  the 
Smith's  son-in-law,  and  promised  to  give  him  the 
lands  of  Polmaily  as  his  own,  if  he  brought  him  the 
Smith  and  his  sons,  dead  or  alive.  "  Choose  out 
for  me  two  score  of  your  bravest  and  boldest  men," 
replied  Gille  Phadruig  Gobha,  yielding  to  the 
temptation,  "  and  I  shall  he  their  guide  to-night." 
The  Smith's  sons  slept  in  a  barn  which  stood  on  the 
hillock  at  Polmaily  which  is  still  known  as  Torran. 
nan    Gillean— the    Young     Men's    Knoll — and    at 
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midnight  the  traitor  and  a  party  of  Camerona 
quietly  left  the  Castle,  and  proceeded  to  Polmaily, 
with  the  intention  of  killing  the  sons,  and  then 
overcoming  the  father.  Some  of  the  Camerons 
reiiuiinwl  at  the  door  of  the  bam,  while  the  rest 
entered  and  attacked  the  sleepers,  who,  being  with- 
out their  swords,  were  all  slain,  except  the  youngest, 
whose  hack  was  broken,  and  who  afterwards  bore 
the  name  of  An  Gobha  Crom,  or  the  Hmnp-Backed 
3ml  til. 

While  the  work  of  ti'eachery  and  blood  was  going 
on  at  Torran  nan  Gillean,  the  Smith's  wife  dreamt 
that  a  big  black  sow,  with  a  litter  of  young  ones, 
was  undermining  the  foundations  of  the  barn.  She 
dreamt  the  dream  three  times,  and  then  roused  her 
husband,  and  implored  him  to  go  and  see  whether 
all  was  well  with  their  sons.  Sword  in  hand,  be 
proceeded  to  the  bam,  and  mshed  on  the  Lochaber 
men.  They  fled  for  the  Castle,  and  he  followed, 
cutting  them  down  at  every  blow.  Observing  his 
son-in-law  in  their  midst,  he  made  efforts  to  reach 
hiiu,  whereupon  the  traitor  cried,  "  'S  mi  fheiii  a 
th'ann!  'Siiii  fiiein  a  th'annP' — "It  is  1 1  It  is  I !" 
"  I  know  it  is  you,"  replied  the  Smith,  at  the  same 
time  striking  off  the  dastard's  right  ear,  and  placing 
it  in  his  trembling  hand  as  he  crossed  the  stream 
ever  since  called  AUt  Gille  Phadruig  Gobha ;  "  I 
know  it  is  you ;  deliver  that  letter  to  Mac  Dhomh- 
nuill  Duibh,^  and  tell  him  I  shall  breakfast  with  him 
at    break    of    day."      But    before    daybreak     Mac 

'  The  patronjniic  of  Locliiel. 


[ac  ^^M 
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Dhomhnuill  Duibh  had  left  the  Castle,  and  was  far 
on  his  way  to  Lochaber. 

Returning  to  the  barn,  the  Smith  found  all  his 
sons  dead,  except  the  Gobha  Crom.  His  heart 
broke  with  sorrow,  and  before  long  the  Glen  of 
Urquhart  knew  him  no  more. 

Such  is  the  story  of  the  Big  Smith  of  Polmaily 
as  it  has  come  down  to  us  through  the  mists  of  the 
past.  We  do  not  find  the  hero's  name  in  the  legal 
proceedings  which,  as  we  shall  see,  followed  the 
Great  Raid  ;  but  nevertheless  they  furnish  a  certain 
corroboration  of  the  tale,  in  so  far  as  they  show  that 
among  the  sufferers  in  Polmaily  were — William,  son 
of  the  Smith  ;  Fair  John,  son  of  Donald,  son  of  the 
Smith;  and  Baak  (Beathag),  daughter  of  Gowroy, 
or  the  Red  Smith.  It  is  thus  beyond  doubt 
that  a  race  of  annourers  flourished  at  Polmaily  in 
the  olden  time ;  and  the  Gobha  Mor  of  tradition  is 
more  than  the  mere  creation  of  Celtic  imagination.^ 

So  heinous  an  outrage  as  the  Great  Raid  would 
in  stronger  times  have  been  avenged  with  fire  and 
sword  ;  but  the  Kingdom  was  still  suffering  from  the 
disasters  that  closed  the  reign  and  the  life  of  James 
the  Fifth  ;  and  the  Regent  Arran,  who  governed  in 
name  of  the  infant  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  was  of  an 
easy  temperament,  and  much  disposed  to  let  trouble- 
some matters  take  their  course.  A  royal  invasion 
of  Lochaber  and  the  country  of  Clan  Ranald  was 

'  A  Rept  of  MacdonaldR,  in  Urquhart,  are  still  known  as  Sliochd  a*  Ghobh* 
ainn  Mhoir,  the  Race  of  the  Big  Smith.  A  spot  near  Tomashee  is  known 
;i8  Ceardaich  a*  Ghobhainn  Mhoir,  the  Big  Smith's  Smithy. 
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not  to  be  looked  for,  arid  the  proprietora  of 
Urfjuhart  and  Glenmoriston  had  to  content  tliem- 
nelves  with  an  appeal  to  the  feeble  arm  of  the  law 
for  what  redress  was  possible. 

To  avoid  the  multiplication  of  lawsuits,  the 
tenants  made  over  their  claims  against  the  spoilers 
to  their  respective  lairds  —  the  occupiers  of  the 
Church  lands  of  Achmonie  assigning  their  rights 
to  Seumas  nan  Creach,  That  Chief  and  Iain  Mor 
of  Glenmoriston,  thus  armed  with  a  "  title  to  sue," 
r^sed  actions  against  GlengaiTy  and  his  son  and 
young  Lochiel,  having  first  obtained  from  the 
Kegent  a  discharge  of  tliree  half  yeai-s'  feu-duties 
due  by  them  to  the  CI■o\v^l,  in  respect  that  they  had 
received  no  rents  from  their  lands  "  since  the 
burning  of  the  same."' 

The  original  summonses,  issued  under  the  royal 
signet  on  3rd  August,  1546,  are  still  preserved  at 
Castle  Grant.  The  wairants  to  cite  the  defenders 
are  peculiar — -a  citation  by  open  pioclamation  at  the 
cross  of  Inverness  is  to  be  held  as  effectual  as  per- 
sonal citation,  ' '  liecaus  it  is  understand  to  the 
Lordis  of  our  Counsale  that  thair  is  na  sure  passage 
to  the  dwelling-places  nor  personall  preseus  of  the 
saidis  personis."  This  singular  provision,  considering 
the  difficulty  of  making  the  Queen's  writ  run  to  the 
gates  of  the  Black  Castle  of  Invergarry  and  the 
shores  of  Loch  Arkaig,  was  one  of  no  small  impor- 
tance to  William  Bayne,  the  sheriff-ofEcer  who  was 
entrusted     with    the    service    of    the    sunuuonses. 

'  See  Diichttrge  on  p.  98,  aii/ira — footnoM. 
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Bayne  did  his  duty  at  the  cross,  and  the  causes  were 
called  before  Alexander  Baillie  of  Dunaiii,  Constable 
of  Inverness,  and  John  Cuthbert  of  Auldcastle, 
Sheriffs- Depute  of  Inveniess-shire,  within  the  tol- 
booth  of  the  Highland  Capital,  on  2:Znd  October, 
1540,  The  defenders  did  not  appear.  The  pursuers 
attended  pei-sonally,  and  so,  doubtless,  did  theu- 
plundered  tenants.  The  Sheriffs  took  evidence  of 
the  spoil  and  loss,  and  the  defenders  were  ordained 
to  restore  the  cattle  and  effects,  or  to  pay  their  value 
and  their  "profits"  for  sixteen  months,  amounting, 
in  the  case  of  the  Laird  of  Grant,  to  £10,770  13s 
4d  Scots,  and  in  the  case  of  Gleumoriston ,  to  £718 
lis  Id  Scots.' 

The  defenders,  who  had  thus  become  the  legal 
debtors  of  the  Grants,  were  charged  on  the  decrees. 
They  made  no  effort  to  restore  the  spoil  or  to  pay 
its    value ;    and    Bayne,   the    sheriff-officer,    having 

'The  follomuB  priccn  »re  mentioiKfll  iu  Ibe  prot-eedingB,  viz.; — 0ml 
lAltle.  i:2  per  beul ;  yuuiig  cnltU,  from  £1  6h  8d  to  £2  13«  4<1 ;  <»ive^6a8d; 
hiWH<»  aii<l  iiiarea,  £2  tu  £1;  ewe>,  4s  ;  Iambi,  In  Od  ;  gi»t«,  3«  ;  kida.  1*  4d  ; 
okU,  10»  jier  boll ;  Iwlcj,  *jOb  per  boll.  The  pmRla  arc  calouliltul  on  IIm 
foUowiog  liasea :— "  The  pruGls  nf  each  greal  cow  above  vrribteu  by  the  sptee 
1)1  the  yenr  iforeaaid,  Extending  iu  milk,  atirk,  bulter,  ami  oheeae  t«  13s  *d  ; 
the  prriUta  of  esf  h  of  Ibe  cowa  for  the  itpace  of  tour  monlhe  be;uti<l  the  said 
Sttr,  extending  ti>  4b  SH ;  nl  each  ynuag  cnv  for  the  year,  in  milk,  butter,  and 
cbeeae,  10s,  and  fur  the  four  months,  ^n  4d  each  ;  of  each  burse  for  the  year,  in 
labuur,  riding,  nod  wages  of  leadiuga  (conductiunum),  30a,  and  for  tbe  fonr 
months,  lOs  each  ;  of  eooli  mare  fur  the  yftar,  in  fual  and  labour,  30a,  and  for 
the  four  months,  lOa  ;  of  each  ewe  tur  the  year,  in  wool,  butter,  cheem,  and 
lamb,  ea  8d,  and  for  the  tour  monlhs,  -Ja  2(1  i  of  each  walber  for  the  year  and 
four  months,  iu  wool,  oitcnding  t.i  16  pence  ;  of  i-ooh  gnat  for  the  year,  in 
kida  and  milk,  6«  8d,  and  for  the  four  montiu,  2a  2>1  ;  of  each  grjose  for  th« 
ntu-,  5*,  and  for  the  fuur  months,  20  pence  ;  of  eaoh  pig  for  the  year.  20s,  ami 
(or  the  tour  mnntha  Ss  Sd."    The  money  is  Simta. 
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fiuled,  or  never  seriously  tried,  to  find  any  per- 
•OTial  property  belonging  to  them  which  he  could 
poiud  or  distrain,  went  to  nertain  of  their  lands  on 
2lBt  and  22nd  April,  1547,  and  "denounced"  the 
same  to  be  "  apprised  "  to  the  Laii-ds  of  Grant  and 
Glenmoriston  in  satisfaction  of  the  amounts  due  to 
them.'  Bayne  doubtless  got  through  this  dangerous 
formality  in  the  enemy's  country  with  all  the  secrecy 
and  despatch  in  his  powei.  The  next  step  in  the 
s  more  to  his  liking.  On  the  Clach-na- 
Q  of  his  own  bui-gb  he  could  crow  loudly,  with 
B  risk  to  his  throat ;  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
tenth  he  publicly  proclaimed  the  apprising  at  the 
arket  cross  of  Inverness,  and  called  upon  the  distant 
fcbtore  to  appear  before  the  Sheriff's  on  the  20th  of 
"y,  to  witness  the  formal  transfer  of  their 
iitates  to  the  Lairds  of  Grant  and  Glenmoriston. 
i  summons  they  naturally  made  no  response ; 
n  their  absence,  the  lands  were  apprised  by  an 
"size  of  twenty-one  men  of  probity  and  position,' 
"oo  were  solemnly  "sworn  on  the  holy  evangels  of 
^"  to  do  justice  between  man  and  man  without 

'  Ttc  Charlen  of  Apprising,  recorded  in  the  Register  of  the  Qrnt  8b»1 

(«  pp.  t7,  ga,  tupm,  fuat  DuleB),  .iIToni  cicclteDt  Fumplea  of  the  uiaient 

^^F*""!)!  "«pprUiiiB,"  by  which  lieritable  or  real  property  w«B  attached  fiir 

^K  'n^  were— David  Palconur  of  Hftlkerfown.  John  H»y  of  Park,  Robert 
^Bbm  of  fuulu.  Thouiai  Brodie  of  that  Ilk,  Thomu  Dingwall  of  Kildun 
^^ohn  CklJiolni  of  Comar,  Thoroas  Macuulloch  of  Plftids,  George  Stracluui  of 
CiiUoleu,  Alexander  Haclcenzie  of  Fairbum,  John  SvniBon  (Fraaer)  of  Erehit, 
DttWM  Bayne  of  TuUoch,  William  Denoon  of  Petmely,  Alex.nder  Dallas  of 
Cmlnj,  Alexander  Rata  at  Little  ElUn,  Hugh  Ross  of  Auchnacloicb,  John 
HcEuw  UcCunuH  in  Auchnaahellach,  Robert  McCallane  in  Inrerlael,  Murdoch 
Bow  HeCoule.  llurdoch  Ghw,  Walter  Inoea,  and  Robert  Falconer. 
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fear  or  favour.  To  Seumas  nan  Creacb  were  assigned 
extensive  tracts  of  country  in  Locbalsh,  Lochcarron, 
Lochbroom,  Glengarry,  and  Moi-ar,  the  property  oi 
Alasdair  Mac  Ian  'Ic  Alasdairaud  his  son,  and  lauds 
in  Lochalsh  and  Kishorn,  and  the  castle  of  Stronae, 
and  the  office  of  Constable  thereof,  belonging  to 
Ewen  Cameron ;  while  Iain  Mor  received  certain 
subjects  in  Lochalsh  belonging  to  Lochiel,  and  lands 
in  Lochcarron  belonging  to  Glengarry  and  his  eon.' 
Chartei-s  from  the  young  Queen  were  granted  to  the 
Lairds,  subject  to  the  debtors'  right  to  redeem  the 
properties  by  paying  the  amounts  due  within  seven 
years.  Of  this  privilege  they  did  not  choose  to  take 
advantage,  and,  on  the  expiry  of  the  period  of 
redemption,  the  charters  became  absolute. 

The  two  laii-ds  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston 
were  never  able  to  take  actual  possession  of  the 
territories  to  which  they  had  thus  acquired  what  the 
old  Highlanders  contemptuously  called  a  sheepskin 
right ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  Lochbroom, 
which    was    made    over    to    Mackenzie    of   Kintail 

'  Tbs  kndR  sppriged  were — Tu  the  lAJrd  of  Qruit,  the  twelve  lui^rk  tuids 
of  old  eitBot  at  Locbalali,  the  four  roork  Uiids  ot  I^wjIioutod,  the  Iweutj  mork 
lands  of  Luclibroom,  Uie  tliird  fiort  of  landa  uf  Glengai  ry,  DrjnsLch,  and  isle 
and  liousc  of  SleiEmeQane  ot  GleogiuTy,  and  tlie  twelve  merk  Iftnda  of  Monr, 
till  belonging  to  old  OlengaiTf,  in  frank  tenement  and  liferent,  and  to  his  son 
Angna  in  fee  and  heritage  ;  the  thirteen  merk  lands  of  Kisham,  w-ith  the  caatle 
and  forlalics  thereof,  conuDonly  called  the  StrumCi  and  tbe  nine  merk  landi 
of  Luchslah,  all  belonginR  to  Lochiel :  and  to  lain  Mor,  the  five  merk  lands  of 
LochoUh,  belonging  tu  Lochiel,  and  comprehending  the  half  davach  tasda  of 
Auchindarroch  and  Lnndy,  the  h.lf  davacb  lauds  of  Femnig-iDor,  lialf  of  the 
half  davauh  lands  uf  Femug-beg.  Fynnmnn,  and  Auchei;m;  ;  and  twn  and 
one-half  merk  lands  of  Locbcamm,  pertaiuing  ti>  tbe  Olengarriea,  and  conaiit- 
bg  of  the  half  of  the  half  davach  lands  of  Aohnaahellaoh,  the  halt  of  the 
davacb  half  of  the  landi  of  Dalmartfne,  and  the  half  of  the  davach  lands  nf 
T  orridon. 


OLDEN  TIMES   IX  THE   PARISH. 


10i> 


in  1570,  these  were  in  the  end  all  surrenderetl 
to  their  (/<'  Jiu^to  ownera.  But  the  royal  grants 
had  the  effect  of  bringing  Lochiel  to  a  more 
reasonable  frame  of  mind,  and  of  somewhat  lower- 
ing that  high  disdain  with  which  he  had  hitherto 
regarded  the  majesty  of  the  law.  On  the  1 0th 
of  October.  1548,  he  met  his  uncles,  Seiimaa 
nan  Creach  and  Iain  Mor,  at  Convinth,  In  presence 
of  John  Mackenzie  of  Kintail,  Kenneth  Mackenzie 
of  Brahan,  Alexander  Mackenzie  of  Fairburn,  and 
others,  and  gave  friendly  assumnces  which  resulted 
in  a  new  treaty.  Lfichiel  undertook  to  keep  "  truely 
his  kindness  and  fidelity  "  to  his  uncle  and  his  heirs, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  lands  of  Urquhart 
and  Gleninoriston,  and  to  aid  him  in  all  manner  of 
actions  against  aJl  mortals,  except  the  Queen  and 
the  Earl  of  Huntly.  and  the  Laird  of  Mackintosh, 
ta-to  whom  he  had  recently  given  his  bond  of  manrent ; 
Land  the  Laird  of  Grant  agreed  that,  during  his 
nephew's  good  behaviour,  the  latter  should  upHit 
and  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  apprised 
from  him,  and  that  they  should  not  be  alienated 
,  him,  except  under  the  advice  of  Mackenzie  of 
Sintail  and  his  son  Kenneth,  the  Laird's  son^-John 
jrrant  of  Mulljen — lain  Mor,  and  others,  the  Laird's 
*  well-advised  friends."  Grant  wrote  his  name  like 
scholar,  but  the  penman's  art  was  incompatible 
with  the  wikl  dignity  of  Lochiel.  and  his  hand  was 
•led  at  the  pen  "by  Mr  James  Fanpiharson,  that 
priest  of  Urquliart  whom  he  had  helped  to  spullzie 
I  the  raid  of  1345.' 

■  See  the  Dontrnct,  \a  Chiefs  of  Oranl,  IlL,  102. 
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Two  conBiderations  weighed  with  Seumas  nan 
Creach  in  entering  into  this  treaty — solicitude  for 
tlie  peace  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  and  a 
painful  conviction  of  his  inability  to  uplift  the  rents 
of  the  Western  territories.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
notwithstanding  some  efforts  to  make  his  nominal 
I'ight  to  the  apprised  lands  a  reality,  he  never 
derived  any  benefit  from  them.  In  1549  he  made 
f  jrmal  complaint  that  his  tenants  in  Morar,  Glen- 
garry, Lochbroom,  Lochcarron,  and  Lochalsh,  paid 
him  no  rent,  and  that  without  his  consent  they 
"  daylie  fischis  in  his  watterls  and  fischingis  therof 

,  .  and  distroyis  his  growand  treis  of  his 
-  woddis  .  .  .  sua  that  the  samyn  woddis  are  all 
utterlie  failzeit ;"  and,  in  consequence,  letters  under 
the  Queen's  signet  were  issued  on  27th  November 
of  that  year,  ordering  the  Crown  officers  to  assist 
him  in  dealing  with  the  tenants.'  But  no  improve- 
ment followed.  The  castle  of  Strome — the  grey 
ruins  of  which  still  form  a  picturesque  feature  in 
the  landscape  of  Lochcarron — was  still  held  by  his 
opponents,  who  were  resolved  to  raze  it  to  the 
gi-ound  rather  than  let  it  fall  into  his  hands.  On 
'24th  June,  1553,  royal  letters  were  issued  com- 
manding them  to  deliver  it  up  to  its  lawful  owner.* 
But  the  command  was  not  obeyed ;  and  on  26th 
August  the  troubled  career  of  Seumas  nan  Creach 
came  to  an  end. 

His  son  and  heir,  John  Grant,  lost  no  time  in 
obtaining   a    precept    for   infefting   himself   in    the 

'  Chiefs  of  Grant,  I.,  lit  '  Ibiil,  I.,  J16. 
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1    territories.'     His    object    seems    to    have 

put  himself  in  the  position  of  being  able  to 

of  them  for  a  consideration.     In  1570,  he 

er  the  Lochbroom  portion  to  Mackenzie  of 

who  married  his  daughter  Barbara  ;  and  a 

■ear  later  he  agreed  to  transfer  to  Angus  of  Glen- 

y   his    interest    in    that    glen,    and    in    Morar, 

ihalsh,  and  Lochcarron.^     The  formal  conveyance 

Angus  was  never  executed— probably  he  did  not 

press  for  a  sheepskin  title — and    Grant's  son    and 

successor,  John,  undertook  on  14th  June,  1586,  to 

iiifeft  the  Laird  of  Mackintosh  in  the  same  lands  in 

insideration  of  an  obligation  by  that  Chief  "to  keep, 

rrve,  and  defend  the  lands  of  Urquhart,  Glen- 

loriston,  and  all  other  lands  and  roums  pei-taining 

the  said  John  Grant  of  Freuchie,  and  his  foi-e- 

Baids,  from  all  herschtps  [incursions],  damage,  and 

incouveuiences   [that]   may  be    committed  or  done 

thereto  in  time  coming  by  the  Clan-Chameron,  Clan- 

Kanald,  or  any  others,  as  he  does  his  own  lands  and 

unds."'     No  infeftmeut,  however,  took  place,  and 

■ur  years  later  Mackintosh  voluntarily  renounced 

Ls  right  to  the  undesirable  possessions.*     In  1597 

ley  were  claimed  by  Angus'  son,  Donald  of  Glen- 

^jarry,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  arbitration, 

with  the  result  that  in   1600  the   Laird  of  Grant 

conveyed  them   to    Donald  in    feu-fann,°  and  thus 

parted    for    ever   with    estates    which,    since    their 

'  ChirfB  of  Grant,  I.,  127.  '  Ibid,  I„  143. 

'  See  Agrtemeol  in  Chiefs  of  Gnrnt,  Hi,  158. 
'  IMd,  UI.,  17B— footiiute.  '  Ibiil,  I.,  177 
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acquisition  in  1547,  hacJ  only  served  to  involve 
his  family  in  trouble  and  expense. 

Of  the  connection  of  the  Grants  of  Glenraoriston 
with  the  lands  apprised  to  them  there  is  not  so 
much  to  tell,  Iain  Mor  died  a  few  weeks  after  he 
obtained  his  charter,  and  until  the  year  1611,  when 
his  grandson,  lain  Mor  a'  Chaisteil,  was  served 
heir  therein,'  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been 
made  to  preserve  even  the  semblance  of  a  right  to 
them.  Iain  Mor  a'  Chaisteil's  title  was  duly 
recorded,  but  the  old  possessore  continued  to  hold  a 
firm  grip  of  the  soil  ;  and  in  time  the  Lairds  of 
Gleiunoriston  tacitly  sui'rendered  a  right  which  they 
were  utterly  unable  to  enforce. 

The  death  of  John  Grant,  first  of  Glenmoriston — 
or  "of  Cidcabock,"  as  he  was  l>etter  known  in  his  own 
day — occurred  in  ISiS.'^his  brother  of  Corrimony 
having  predeceased  him  in  IS-SS."  A  man  of  great 
energy  and  i)rudence,  whose  counsel  was  much  sought 
by  his  neighbours,  he  attained  to  a  position  of  great 
influence  and  power,  and,  in  the  end,  died  the  proud 
proprietor  of  Glenmoriston,  Culcabock,  Knockin- 
tional  (on  which  the  Inverness  Barracks  now  stivnd), 
the  Haugh,  Carron,  Wester  Elchies,  and  Kinchurdie 
in  Stiuthspey,  and  the  holder  of  less  substantial 
rights  in  the  Western  Highlands.     His  first  wife  was 

'  OrigiDeg  ParucbialsB,  II.,  399. 

-  He  is  mid  til  have  died  in  Sefitenibor,  1548  (Chieta  of  Grant,  I.,  522)  ; 
but  he  was  alive  in  October  ol  tbut  jmit  (p.  lOB.  nipra).  He  was  de.d  befon 
flth  December,  when  llio  ward  of  1ii<  lands  uf  Caic«bock  was  given  to  Jtunea 
Grant  nf  Freuchie  (AnCiqnarr&D  Motes,  35i). 

'  Chiefs  of  Grant,  I.,  bli.  i 
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Elizabeth,  or  Isabella,  Innes,  daughter  of  Walter 
Innes,  and  grand-daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Innes  of 
that  Ilk,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Isabella. 
iJivorcing  her,  he  entered  into  a  union  with  Agnes, 
daughter  of  WUliam  Fraeer,  son  of  Thomas,  fourth 
Lord  Lovat.  This  lady  and  himself  were  within  the 
forbidden  degi-ees  of  affinity ;  and  so,  with  the  object  of 
removing  the  impediment  and  giving  their  children 
the  status  of  legitimacy,  he  obtained,  in  1544,  a 
papal  dispensation  absolving  her  and  himself  from 
the  crime  of  incest,  enjoining  on  them  a  "  salutary 
penance,"  granting  liberty  to  solemnise  their  mar- 
riage in  face  of  the  Church,  and  declaring  their 
children  legitimate,  whether  born  or  to  be  bom.^ 
Of  the  union  thus  sanctioned  by  the  Pope  there  was 
at  least  one  son,  Patrick,  who  succeeded  his  father 
1  bis  whole  possessions,  except  Carron  and  Wester 
jQchies,  which  were  respectively  left  to  Iain  Mor's 
tetural  sons,  John  Roy,  and  James.* 

The  precautions  taken  in  connection  with  the 
fmarriage  of  Iain  Mor  and  Agnes  Fraser  secured  the 
I  Buccessiou  to  Patrick.  No  sooner  was  the  old  laird 
laid  in  his  grave  than  John  Grant  of  Ballindalloch 
■■pplied  to  the  Queen  for  a  grant  of  Glenmoriston, 
11  the  ground  that  he  bad  died  without  lawful  heirs 
finale,  and  that  the  estate  had  therefore  fallen 
1 1«  the  Crown.  The  application  was  granted, 
lappai-fciitly,  without  enquiry  into  the  allegations 
which     it    was    based,    and    a    royal    charter 
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.  was  issued  in  favour  of  Ballindalloch  and  his  wife 
Barbara  Gordon,  on  4th  March,  1548 — or  1549, 
according  to  modern  computation,'  Young  Patrick's 
half-brothers,  however,  stoutly  resisted  this  attempt 
to  rob  him  of  his  inheritance,  and  a  feud  arose,  in 
course  of  which  Ballindalloch  was  slain.  His 
claims  were  taken  up  by  his  son  without  success. 
In  1556,  Patrick  was  served  heir  to  Iain  Mor  in 
the  Barony  of  Glenmoristtm,  and  three  years  later 
he  completed  his  title  to  Cidcabock  and  the  other 
Inverness  possessions.' 

John  Grant,  Seumas  nan  Creach's  son  and 
successor,  was  sei-ved  heir  to  his  father  in  the 
estate  of  Urquhart  in  October,  1553.^  Under 
the  charter  of  1 509  a  double  feu-duty  was 
payable  to  the  Crown  on  his  entry ;  but  the 
Glen  still  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  Great 
Raid,  and  on  6th  April,  1554,  the  payment  was 
remitted.*  John's  estates  were,  indeed,  still  a 
prey  to  neighbouring  clans.  To  enable  him  more 
effectually  to  punish  otfendei's,  Mary  of  Guise,  Queen 

'  Reg.  Mng.  Sig.  =  Chiefa  of  Grant,  I.,  522. 

'  Seutnns  iwn  Creacb  left  a  will  sud  au  inveutoi^  of  hie  moveable  sttAte, 
lioth  written  in  Latin  by  Mr  Jamca  Furquharwu,  priest  of  Urquhut.  The 
f&rm  of  Kil  St  Niniau,  wliiub  cil^nded  fruni  Abriochui  tn  Drumbuie,  iraa  in 
hia  own  huida,  and  the  stnck,  &u.,  thereun  coneiBted  of  80  baHa  of  oata,  valued 
at  £80  Soots,  inuluding  fodder  ;  Sj  bollii  of  hurley,  worth,  with  fodder,  £18  ; 
20  plough  oxen  fbom  arabila),  v&lued  at  £40  ;  20  great  cattio,  valued  M 
£40  ;  8  youQg  cattle,  two  and  tlirce  year-old,  worth  16  8a  ;  5  oiItW,  £2  ;  U 
"wild,"  or  mibruken  marea,  worth  £2U  6b  8d  ;  la  fuola,  valued  at  £27  ;  aod 
certaio  household  effects  and  farm  pleuishiiig.  It  waa  at  Kil  St  Ninian 
(Teniple-HouM],  tliat  the  Lairds  of  Onint'B  tenants  paid  their  money  rent,  and 
delivered  Uio  rent  whioli  they  pd^id  iu  kind.  Hetioc  it  was  called  the  Um^v 
of  Kil  St  Niaian  u  early  aa  1S13. 

*  Chiefs  of  Grant,  I.,  127. 
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legent,  appointe<l  him  Justiciar  of  the  Crown  within- 

he   btninds   of   Strathspey,   Urquhart,    Glenmoris- 

ion,  and  Strathdmin — bounds  which  his  commlfision 

icribes  as  filled  with  "  divers  homicides,  muitlera, 

hefts,  oppressions  or  sornbigs,  reset  of  theft,  and 

len  or  strong-handed  i-apine    ...    to  the  extreme 

[epredation  and  destmction  of  our  poor  and  faithful 

ieges  who  inhabit  the  same.'"     The  Justiciar  entered 

i  duties  with  vigoui" — ^in  one  instance  causing 

ertain   evildoers,   whom    he    could    not    apprehend 

P  quick,"  to  be  brought  in  dead,  and  presenting  their 

da  to  the  Queen  Regent,  at  Inverness.^ 

It   was  during  these  troublous  times  that  the 

wtiines  of  the  Reformation  began  to  create  a  spirit 

unrest    among  the    Scottish    people.     The  work 

the    Reformers   was  gi-eatly    facilitated    by  the 

Bworthy  hves  of  some  of  the  clergy.     Among  the 

litaries  who  heljjed  to  bring  disgrace  and  disaster 

the   old    establishment    was    Patrick    Hepburn, 

Bishop  of  Moray.     On  him  the  vow  of  celibacy  lay 

lightly  ;  and  for  his  numerous  illegitimate  children 

he  made  ample  worldly  provision  by  alienating  the 

ancient  heritage    of  the    Chureh.     Having,  as    far 

Ijack  as  1544,"  disposed  of  Abriachan  to  Hugh.  Lord 

Lovat,  he  resolved  to  deal  in  the  same  manner  with 

its  companion  estate  of  Achmonie.     That  property 

was  let  to  John  Mac  Gillies,  or  Mackay,  and  his  wife, 

Katherine  Ewen  Canycht,  tor  nineteen  years  from 


•CliietsutGnmt.  H!,,  116. 
M*;ftns,  y2l.  "  Reg.  Morav.,  410. 
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Whitsunday,  1554.^  But  the  events  that  culminated 
in  the  Reformation  were  moving  rapidly,  and  before 
the  expiry  of  the  first  three  years  of  the  lease, 
Mackay  became  owner  of  the  estate.  Having 
paid  "  a  certain  great  sum  of  money  in  advance," 
and  undertaken  to  pay  annually  a  feu-duty 
exceeding  by  the  sum  of  £2  4s  6d  the  rent 
previously  paid,  he  got  a  charter  from  the  Bishop  on 
6th  May,  1557,  conveying  the  old  property,  "with 
the  brew-house  [brasina]  thereof  called  Kilmichael,** 
and  .including  Kilmichael,  Garabeg,  Wester  Balla- 
chraggan,  Drumcore,  and  Breakrie-riach,  and  their 
hill  grounds  to  the  marches  of  Kiltarlity,  to  himself 
and  his  wife  and  the  survivor  of  them  in  liferent, 
and  to  their  son  Duncan  and  his  heirs  male  in  fee." 
The  other  church  lands  in  Urquhart  fell  to  the  Laird 
of  Grant.  In  1556  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  presented 
Sir  John  Donaldson  to  the  chaplainry  of  St  Ninian, 
and  the  lands  of  Pitkerrald  Chapel,  and  the  crofts  of 
St  Drostan,  St  Adamnan,  and  St  Ninian ;  and  gave 
him  the  custody  of  the  sacred  relics  of  St  Drostan.' 
It  was  the  last  exercise  of  the  right  of  patronage  in 
our  Parish  under  the  ancient  rule.  In  1560  the  old 
Church  was  finally  overthrown.  For  its  temporal 
possessions  there  was  a  great  scramble  among  those 

*  See  lease — Appendix  C.  A  curious  error  occurs  in  the  abstract  of  the 
lease  printed  in  the  Register  of  Moray  (j).  393),  where  Katherine  Even 
Canycht — i.«.,  Katherine,  daughter  of  Ewen  the  Merchant — is  called  Katheriue, 
Ijady  (Domina)  Carrycht.  The  error  is  repeated  in  the  notice  of  the  cliarta* 
to  the  Mackays  in  1557  (p.  394).  Ewen  Canycht's  name  api>ear8  among  the 
sufferers  in  the  Qreat  Raid  of  1545. 

*  See  charter — Appendix  D. 

^  See  presentation  and  relative  writs,  in  Chiefs  of  Grant,  II F.,  121 -4. 
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who  had  helped  in  its  destruction,  and  the 
Laird  of  Grant,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Parliament 
which  passed  th«  Act  of  Abolition,  was  not  behind 
his  associates  in  securing  his  reward.  He  quietly 
appropriated  the  patrimony  of  the  priests  in 
Urquhart ;  and  the  lands  which  had  for  ages  borne 
the  holy  names  of  the  arch-angel  Michael,  and  St 
Cyril,  and  St  Drostan,  and  St  Adanman,  and  St 
Ninian,  were  for  ever  lost  to  the  sacred  purposes  for 
which  they  were  gifted  by  pious  men  of  old.  ^ 

^  There  were  "  Kirk  lAods"  in  Qlenmoriston  as  late  as  1572  (Register  of 
Asngnatioos,  in  Advocates*  Library).  These  lands  were  subsequently  appro- 
priated by  the  Lairds  of  Qlenmoriston. 
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CHAPTER   VII. 

1566—1626. 

The  Camcrons  and  Clan  Ranald  plan  another  Raid. — Mackintosh 
and  Mackenzie  of  Kintail  ordered  to  protect  the  Parish. — 
League  of  Loyalty  to  Queen  Mary. — The  Men  of  Urquhart 
and  Glenmoriston  in  Arms  for  her. — Their  March  into  the 
South. — Urquhart  Feu-duties  applied  toward  the  Qucen*8 
Maintenance  in  Lochleven  Castle. — Patrick  Grant  of  Glen- 
moriston invades  Ardclach. — He  Mairies  the  Thane  of 
Cawdor's  Daughter. — The  Thane  Builds  Invermoriston  Housa 
— lain  Mor  a'  Chaisteil  of  Glenmoriston. — His  Comhat  with 
an  Englishman. — His  Fir  Candles  in  London. — His  Influence 
and  Acquisitions. — Appointed  Chamberlain  of  Urquhart. — He 
Murders  a  Packman. — Criminal  Lett<3rs  against  him. — Feud 
between  the  Macdonalds  and  the  Mackenzies. — The  Raid  of 
iCilchrist. — The  Conflict  of  Lou-na-Fala. — Allan  of  Lundie's 
Leap. — The  Murder  of  the  Mason  of  Meall-a'-Ghro. — Bonds  of 
Friendship  between  the  Laird  of  Grant,  and  Glengarry,  and 
Allan  of  Lundie. — A  Big  Timber  Transaction. — The  Laird 
saves  Allan. 

In  the  olden  times  the  wild  inhabitants  of  Lochaber 
and  the  country  of  Clan  Ranald  looked  on  the  fan* 
reaches  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  as  a  legiti- 
mate field  for  cateran  adventure  as  often  as  the 
depleted  glens  were  again  fairly  filled  with  cattle. 
It  was  to  those  Western  reavers  that  the  "  laying 
waste"  referred  to  in  the  Exchequer  accounts 
of  1478  and  1479  was  greatly  due.  We  saw  them 
clearing    Urquhart   in   1513,   and    again   in    1545. 
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They  now  began  to  think  of  another  foray.  Ewen» 
Cameron  of  Lochiel,  who  took  so  prominent  a  part 
hi  the  Great  Raid,  died  about  the  year  1554,  leaving 
his  estates  to  his  brother  Donald  Dubh,  who,  in 
his  turn,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Allan. 
Allan  was  a  mere  child,  and  his  grand-uncles,  Ewen 
Cameron  of  Erracht,  and  John  Cameron  of  Kin- 
Lochiel,  constituted  themselves  leaders  of  the  clan, 
and,  as  a  bid  for  popular  favour,  prepared  to 
invade  our  Parish  in  conjunction  with  their  old 
allies  the  Clan  Ranald.  A  hint  of  their  design,  how- 
ever, I'eached  the  Laird  of  Grant,  and  he  lost  no 
time  in  seeking  the  protection  of  the  Crown  as  his 
feudal  superior.  His  appeal  was  not  made  in  vain. 
Signet  letters,  charging  the  chiefs  of  Mackintosh 
and  Kintail  to  assist  him  in  defending  the  menaced 
lands,  were  issued  on  1st  March,  1567,  in  name  of 
Ring  James  the  Sixth,  whose  mother  was  now  a 
prisoner  in  Lochleven  Castle. 

**  Forasmuch,"  says  this  writ,^  **  as  it  is  humbly 
complained  and  shown  to  us  by  our  lovite  John 
Grant  of  Freuchie,  that  whereas  he  has  the  lands  of 
Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  with  their  pertinents, 
pertaining  to  him  in  feu-farm,  heritably  holden  of 
us,  as  his  infeftment  thereupon  purports ;  and  as  he 
is  credibly  informed  divere  wicked  pei*sons  of  the 
Clan  Ranald  and  Clan  Cameron,  conspired  and  con- 
federated together,  intend  shortly  to  make  incursions 
upon  the  said  John's  lands,  and  to  burn,  harry,  and 

'  The  spelling  U  here  mcxlernised.     See  Chiefs  of  Grant,  III.,  132,  for  the 
writ  in  it8  original  form. 
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destroy  his  poor  tenants  and  inhabitants  thereof, 
whei"ethix)ugh  the  same  shall  be  all  laid  waste  and 
desolate,  not  only  to  his  gi-eat  skaith  and  damage, 
but  to  the  huit  and  detriment  of  us,  the  said  lands 
being  o{  our  pix>i3eity,  which,  being  hanied  and  laid 
waste,  we  will  want  the  feu  mails  [rents  or  duties] 
thereof:^  which  limmai^  and  wicked  persons,  notwith- 
standing, would  not  Ix?  able  to  execute  their  malice 
and  cruelty  if  the  givat  men  and  clans  adjacent  to 
the  said  lands  would  concur  with  the  said  John's 
tenants  in  their  defence  when  thev  ai'e  invaded,  as 
they  in  no  way  will  without  compulsion :  our  will  is 
herefore,  and  we  charge  you  [/.t\,  the  messengers  or 
officers  of  the  law]  straitly,  and  command,  that, 
immediately  these  our  letters  ai-e  seen,  ye  pass,  and 
in  our  name  and  authority  command  and  chai^ 
Lachlan  Mackintosh  of  Dunachton,  and  Kenneth 
Mackenzie  of  Kintail,  and  all  others  of  the  Clan 
Chattan  and  Clan  Kenzie,  that  they,  at  all  times 
when  the  said  John  Grant's  lands  foi-esaid  shall  be 
invaded  or  pui-sued  by  the  said  limmars  and  wicked 
pei'sons,  rise,  }>ass  forth,  and  defend  the  same  with 
all  possible  diligence,  and  in  no  way  suffer  or  permit 
the  said  lands,  or  his  tenants  dwelling  thereon,  to  be 
oppressed,  sorned,  hamed,  burnt,  or  destroyed  by 
them,  as  they  will  answer  upon  their  duty  and 
obedience  to  us :  with  certification  to  them,  if  thev 
be  found  remiss  or  negligent  therein,  they  shall  be 
reputed,  holden,  called,  and  pui-sued  as  partakers, 
fortifiei'S,  and  maintainei-s  of  the  said  limmars  and 

^  The  feu  duties  were  remitted  after  the  raid  of  1545.     See  p.  105,  mpra^ 
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wicked  pei^sons  in  their  cruelty  and  evil  deeds,  and 
shall  be  punished  therefor  as  if  they  had  committed 
the  crimes  themselves  in  their  own  proper  peisons." 

The  choice  of  the  Mackintoshes  and  the  Mac- 
kenzies  as  defenders  of  the  Parish  was  a  singidarly 
happy  one.  The  Clan  Kenneth  had  for  some 
•generations  been  gradually  extending  their  name 
and  sway  on  the  West  Coast,  and  at  the  time  at 
which  we  have  now  arrived,  territorial  disputes  of  a 
serious  nature  existed  between  themselves  and  the 
Camerons  and  Clan  Ranald.  In  like  manner  the 
Clan  Chattan  had  grave  questions  to  settle  with  the 
race  of  Lochiel  in  connection  with  the  possession  of 
Glenluie  and  Loch-Arkaig ;  and  with  the  Keppoch 
branch  of  Clan  Ranald  in  connection  with  certain 
lands  in  Brae-Lochaber.  There  was  thus,  notwith- 
standing the  fonnal  style  of  the  signet  lettei'S,  no 
great  "  compulsion"  required  to  set  the  Mackintoshes 
and  the  Mackenzies  at  the  throats  of  the  would-be 
invaders.  Happily  the  confederates  recognised 
the  fact,  and  shrank  from  their  threatened  enter- 
prise. Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  were  spared  ; 
and  the  moral,  if  not  active,  aid  given  by 
the  Chief  of  Kintail  was  duly  rewarded  in  1570, 
when  he  received  In  marriage  the  Laird  of  Grant's 
daughter,  whose  dower  was  her  father's  ten-itory  in 
Lochbi-oom. 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
a  prisoner  in  Lochleven  Castle  when  the  letters  for 
the  defence  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  were 
issued  in  name  of  her  infant  son,  was  soon  forced 
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to  abdicate  in  his  fkvdiir,  luid  to  nominate  her 
half  brother,  the  Earl  of  Moi-ay.  Regent  during  his 
minority.  The  aympathiea  of  the  men  of  the  North 
were,  however,  with  the  ill-fated  Queen,  and  these 
measures  did  not  meet  with  their  approval.  Id 
15fi8,  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  the  Laird  of  Grant,  Ross 
of  Balnagown,  Munro  of  Fowlis,  the  Laird  of  Mac- 
kintosh, William  Fraser  of  Struy,  and  certain  others 
subscribed  a  solemn  obligation  to  "defend  the  Queen's 
Majesty,  our  sovereign,  in  her  authority,  as  faithful 
and  true  subjects  ought  to  do  to  their  native 
princess,  and  to  acknowledge  no  other  usurped 
authority."'  In  May  of  that  year  the  Queen  escaped 
frora  Lochleven,  and,  on  her  defeat  at  Lang- 
aide,  fled  into  England ;  but  Huntly  still  held  out 
for  her,  and  with  an  army  in  which  were  the  Laird 
of  Grant,  Patrick  Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  John 
Grant  of  Corrimony,  William  Grant  in  Borlum, 
John  Grant  in  Cartaly,  and  Alexander  aliaa  Alasdair 
Grant  in  Urquhart,  ibllowed  doubtless  by  the  youth 
and  valour  of  our  Parish,  went  througli  the  country 
with  "  displayit  baneris" — now  marcliing  through 
the  streets  of  Inverness,  now  disturbing  the  sober 
citizens  of  Aljeitleen.  or  creating  terror  among  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  of  Fetteresso  and  the  Haugh 
of  Meikleoiu-."  But  the  Queen's  cause  was  not  to 
prosper,  and  these  displays  were  of  no  avail. 
Huntly  surrendered  to  the  Regent  at  St  Andrews 
in    May,     1569  ;    the    Laird    of    Grant    8ubmitt.ed 
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at  Aberdeen  on  7th  June  ;  his  example  was 
speedily  followed  by  Glenmoriston  and  Corrimony 
and  their  followers  ;  and  on  9th  July  a  remission  or 
pardon  was  issued  in  name  of  the  young  King  to 
the  Laird  and  his  clan,  including  the  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston  Grants  who  have  just  been  mentioned.^ 
The  Queen's  supporters  bowed  to  the  inevitable,  and 
the  unhappy  lady,  cast  into  prison  by  Elizabeth  of 
England,  on  whose  compassion  she  had  thrown 
herself,  was  kept  in  weary  confinement  until,  after 
the  lapse  of  nineteen  years,  the  headsman's  axe  put 
an  end  to  her  sufferings  on  the  black  scaffold  of 
Fotheringay.* 

While  Patrick  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  did  what 
he  could  for  his  Queen,  he  did  not  forget  his  own 
interests.  In  1564  Bishop  Hepburn  gninted  the 
lan<Is  of  Farness  and  Atnach,  in  the  barony  of  Ard- 
clach,  to   John    Wood  of  Tillidivie.       These  lands, 

"  ChiefHof  (;raut,  III.,  i;J7. 

'  Our  Parish  1*8  othcrwine  astfoc-iated  in  aii  interesting  manner  witli  the 
last  davH  of  Mary  in  Sctitlaiul.  During  her  iniprisdnnient  in  Lochleven 
Gaatle,  the  sum  of  £172  ScoIh  was  aMMi'gncfl  out  of  tlie  feu  duties  of  rnjuliart 
and  QlenmoriHton  and  other  rn>wn  landn  lield  by  tliu  I^iiird  of  (trant,  t^)  meet 
her  ezpeuwn  there.  In  reference  to  this,  tlie  Regent  wmto  hh  followM  to  the 
Laird  on  23rd  August,  1569  :  — 

**  Richt  TraiHt  frevnd,  efter  liertlie  commendatioun  :  F»)rtiamekle  as  the 
tyme  the  Queue,  miHler  to  our  Soueranc  Lonl,  reinanyt  in  Loclilevin,  thair 
wea  aaai^it  t«i  aue  (Mrt  of  the  fumessing  and  prouisinun  of  her  houne,  the 
anome  of  aue  hundrcth  three  scoir  twelf  pundis  money  of  the  fewmales  [feu- 
maila  or  feu-dutie»]  of  the  lands  of  Vnjuhart,  (ilenmoreistoun  and  vtheris  the 
Kingis  landis,  quhairof  ye  nr  fewair ;  and  seeing  our  brotlier,  the  I^rd  of 
LochJevin,  maid  the  expenK!*is  and  yit  wanttis  the  paniont,  it  is  our  will,  and 
we  deBire  jow  that  ye  faill  not  to  deliuer  the  said  sowme  of  jc.  Ixxij.  li.  to 
oar  aaid  brother,  the  Lard  of  Lochlevin,  or  ony  in  his  name,  presentar  of  this 
letter  to  yow,  and  the  same  sowme  salbe  thankfuUie  diffesit     .     .     ." 

The  jHtyxnent  was  in  the  same  month  made  to  William  Douglait  of  Loch* 
lerin,  whoee  receipt,  with  the  above  letter,  is  still  preser\*ed  at  Castle  Grant. 
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apparently,  were  in  the  possession  of  Glenmoriston  s 
illegitimate  brother,  John  Roy  of  Canon,  who 
held  them  by  duchas,  or  unwritten  hereditary  title, 
and  who  had  acquired  what  right  he  had  fix)m 
his  father,  Iain  Mor.  John  quietly  gave  them 
up  to  Wood  ;  but  Glenmoriston  conceived  that 
he  had  an  interest  in  them  as  his  father  s  heir,  and* 
by  way  of  asserting  his  right,  invaded  the  disputed 
territory,  on  its  sale  to  Hugh  Rose  of  Kilravock, 
in  1567,  and  slew  and  harried  the  tenants.  After 
"  much  jarring,"  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Lovat  and  John  Gordon  of  Cam- 
borrow,  who  decided  in  favour  of  Kili^avock,  and 
ordained  the  Laird  of  Grant,  as  Glenmoriston's  chief, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  broils,  in  order  that  Rose  might 
enjoy  the  lands  in  peace. ^ 

Patrick  married  Beatrice,  daughter  of  Archibald 
Campbell  of  Cawdor,  with  whom  he  is  said  to  have 
become  acquainted  while  attending  the  then  noted 
school  of  Pettv.  Tradition  tells  that  her  father, 
visiting  the  young  couple  at  Torn-an-t-Sabhail^^ 
was  so  annoyed  at  the  meanness  of  their  wicker 
dwelling  that  he  offered  to  build  them  a  house  at 
Invermoriston,  more  befitting  the  daughter  of  the 
Thane  of  Cawdor.  The  offer  was  accepted  ;  skilled 
workmen  were  imported  from  the  Thane  s  country ; 
and  Patrick  and  his  wife  removed  to  Invermoriston, 
which  has  ever  since  been  the  family  seat.' 

»  Reg.  Morav.,  405  ;  Family  of  KUravock  (Spalding  Clul>),  77. 

'  Barn -hill — a  kuoll  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Moristoo,  opposite 
Duldrcggan. 

'  Before  the  mansion-house  was  built  on  its  present  site  there  was  probably 
a  tower  on  Torran-au-Tur  (Tower  Hill)  at  Invermoriston. 
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Patrick,  fix)m  whom  his  successors  took  the 
]>atronymic  Mac  Phadruig,  or  Mac  'Ic  Phadruig,  died 
ill  1581,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John,  who 
Roon  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his 
time  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Like  his  grand- 
father, he  was  a  man  of  great  stature,  and,  like  him, 
too,  he  was  known  as  Iain  Mor — Big  John — to 
which  the  words  a  Chaisteil — of  the  Castle — were 
subsequently  added,  in  allusion  to  the  part  he  took 
in  adding  to  and  strengthening  the  house  of  Inver- 
moriston.  Of  Iain  Mor  a'  ChaisteiUs  marvellous 
strength  local  seanachies  have  not  yet  ceased  to  tell. 
1  )uring  a  visit  to  Edinburgh,  says  one  tradition,  he 
was  tempted  to  enter  the  lists  against  an  English 
champion,  whose  insulting  challenge  no  one  else  had 
the  courage  to  accept.  At  the*  outset,  the  com- 
batants, as  was  customary,  shook  hands,  when,  to 
the  amazement  of  the  spectators,  Iain  Mor  crushed 
the  Englishman's  hand  into  a  jelly,  and  so  ended  his 
JK)a8ting. 

At  another  time,  when  he  was  in  London,^  some 
one  sneeringly  referred  in  his  presence  to  the  **  fir- 
candles  "  of  his  native  Glen — 

"Gleanna  m\n  Moireastuinn, 
Far  uach  ith  ua  coin  na  coiiiiilcan  !'"- 

The  Laird  retorted  by  defying  the  scoffer  to 
produce  in  London  a  more  elegant  candlestick,  or 
more  brilliant  lights,  than  he  could  bring  from  his 
Highland    estate.       A    wager    followed,    and    lain 

1  He  was  in  London  in  1631  and  1632. 
'  **  Glenmoriston  the  smoothi  where  the  dogd  cannot  eat  the  candlca  !" 
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Mor  despatched  a  servant  to  the  North  with  a. 
message  for  the  stalwart  Iain  Mac  Eobhain  Bhain — a 
Glenraoriston  bard  distinguished  alike  for  keen  wit 
and  manly  beauty.  At  tlie  appointed  time  Iain 
Mors  opponent  appeared  witli  a  magniticent  silver 
candelabrum  furnished  with  the  finest  of  wax 
candles.  Glenmoriston  had  no  suck  work  of  art  to 
show  ;  but  on  a  given  signal  the  bard  stepped  into 
the  chamber,  dressed  in  Highland  garb,  and  holding 
aloft  blazing  torches  of  the  richest  pines  of  Oorri- 
Dho.  The  eft'ect  on  the  astonished  spectatoi-s  was 
even  greater  than  the  proud  Glenmoriston  had 
ventured  to  hope,  and  he  was  declared  the  victor 
with  acclamation. 

lain  Mor  a'  Chaisteil's  temperament  and  char- 
acter suited  the  rough  times  in  which  he  lived,  and 
he  early  acquired  great  influence  among  his  con- 
temporaries. In  disputes  between  his  neighbour- 
lairds  he  was  constantly  appealed  to.  He  was 
one  of  the  justices  and  commissioners  appointed  by 
King  James  the  Sixth  in  1592  to  suppress  disorders 
among  the  Clan  Ranald ;'  and  in  1622  he  was 
employed  in  a  similar  capacity  against  Lochiel.-  He 
extended  his  territorial  possessions  by  acquiring  the 
forest  of  Clunie  and  Gleuloyne  in  wadset  from  the 
Laird  of  Grant ;'  by  obtaining  a  similar  title  in 
July,  1624,*  to  certain  lands  in  Urquhart,  including 
Balmacaan,    where    he    had    already   resided    for   a 
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bumber  of  years  ;  and  by  acquiring  in  the  same  year 
'  the  lands  of  Pitkerrald,  which,  however,  he  only 
held  for  a  short  time.  To  add  to  his  influence,  the 
Laird  of  Grant  appointed  him  chamberlain  and 
baron-bailie  of  Urquhart — an  otEce  which  made  him 
virtual  master  of  the  whole  Parish,  and  placed  the 
,  lives  and  fortunes  of  its  inhabitants  in  his  hand. 

Iain  Mor's  power  and  influence  notwithstanding, 

name  has  come  down  to  us  associated  with  aa 

ontemptible  a  murder  as  was  ever  committed  by  a 

of  Iiis  position.     In  September,  1602,  Donald 

Finlav    Vic    Norosiche,    "  merchant  "—one   of 

hose  travelling  traders  who  in  past  days  ministered 

the   wants  of  the  country  people — was  passing 

hrough  Gleninoriston  on  his  way  to  or  from  Kintail. 

Vith     Finlay    Mac    Iain    Roy,    residing  at    Inver- 

l^oriston,  and  Alexander  Dubh  Mac  Iain  Uoy,  his 

brother.    Big    John    of    the    Castle,     waylaid    the 

hmnble     packman     "  upone    the    landis    of_  Glen- 

jBOoriestoun,"    bound    his    hands    behind    his    back, 

larried    bira    ivs    "  ane    malefactour"    into    a  wood, 

where,    "as    hangmen,"    they    hanged    him    on    a 

and  so  "  wirrlet  him  to  deid" — strangled  him 

3  death.     Then  cutting  down  the  quivering  body, 

'  they  "with  thair  durkis  gaif  limi  dyverse  straikis  in 

the  breist  and  bellie,  to  the  effusione  of  his  blood  in 

grit  quantitie  ;"  and,  having  thus  made  sure  of  their 

\-ictim,  they  placed  the  body  beneath  a  "  burn-brae" 

— the  overhanging  bank  of  a  stream — pressed  down 

the  earth  upon  it,  and  so  buried  it  out  of  sight. 
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Tidings  of  the  dastardly  deed  soon  reached  the 
ears  of  the  murdered  man's  friends  in  Kintail,  and 
his  brother,  Finlay  Mac  Finlay  Vic  Norosyche, 
resolved  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  justice.  But 
the  law  was  slow  to  move  against  a  Highland 
chieftain  in  the  olden  time,  and  twenty  long  years 
vanished  into  the  past  before  Finlay  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  its  cumbrous  machinery  in 
motion.  At  last,  criminal  letters,  at  the  instance 
of  himself  and  Sir  William  Oliphant,  the  Lord 
Advocate,  were  served  on  Glenmoriston  and  his 
accomplices;  and,  on  2nd  July,  1623,  the  cause  was 
called  in  Edinburgh,  before  Alexander  Colville, 
Justice-Depute.  The  accused,  however,  failed  to 
appear,  and  their  surety,  Patrick  Grant  of  Carron, 
was  ordained  to  pay  a  fine  of  700  merks,  being  500 
in  respect  of  Iain  Mor  s  non-appearance,  and  100  for 
the  absence  of  each  of  his  associates.'  And  with 
this  payment  the  outraged  majesty  of  the  law  was 
appeased.  Big  John  not  only  moved  about  free  and 
unmolested,  but  made  his  wav  to  Court,  and  found 
favour  with  the  King ;-  while  Finlay  Mac  Finlay 
Vic  Norosyche  was  Jeft  to  meditate  in  the  solitudes 
of  Kintail  on  the  evils  summed  up  in  his  own  Gaelic 
proverb,  Is  cam  \s  is  (Ureach  an  lagh — Crooked  as 
well  as  straight  is  the  law. 

Our  Parish  was  soon  to  be  the  scene  of  a  greater 
tmcredy  than  the  murder  of  the  merchant  of  Kintail. 
We  have  seen  Iiow,  in  IGOO,  the  Laird  of  Gi^ant 
finally  gave  up  to  Macdonald  of  Glengarry  his  right 

*  Pitcaim's  Criminal  Trials.  '  See  next  cliApter. 
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to  the  lands  of  Strome ;  and  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  disputes  that  arose  between  the  Clan  Ranald 
and  the  Mackenzies  regarding  their  possessions  on 
the  West  Coast.  These  disputes  had  now  ripened 
into  a  deadly  feud.  In  1602  the  Mackenzies  wrested 
the  castle  of  Strome  from  the  Macdonalds,  who, 
under  the  leadership  of  Allan  Dubh,  the  young  son 
and  heir  of  Ranald  Mac  Ranald  of  Lundie,  resolved 
to  have  their  revenge.  Allan  began  by  travelling 
through  the  Mackenzie  country  in  the  guise  of  a 
j)edlar ;  and  having  thus  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  scenes  of  his  intended  operations,  he,  in 
September,  1603,  led  a  party  of  Glengarry  men  into 
the  district  of  Redcastle.  Tradition  relates  how 
he  arrived  on  a  Sunday  morning  at  the  church  of 
Kilehrist,  and,  finding  it  full  of  Mackenzies,  quickly 
surrounded  it  with  his  men,  and  set  it  on  fire  ;  and 
l;i>w  the  distracted  worshippers,  as  they  endeavoured 
ti»  esca{)e,  were  received  on  the  swords  and  dirks  of 
the  Macdonalds,  whose  piper  strutted  to  and  fro, 
playing  an  impromptu  pibroch,  which,  under  the 
name  of  '*  Kilchrist,"  has  ever  since  been  the  war- 
tune  of  Glengarry.  Allan,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
lifted  cattle  and  gave  houses  to  the  fiames — burning 
even  the  minister's  "  librarie  and  buikes  '* — and  then 
r/»tired  by  Glenconvinth  with  a  booty  of  horses  and 
cattle. 

On  his  way  through  Glen-Urquhart  he  rested  his 
men  and  spoil  on  the  level  moss  at  the  base  of  Meal- 
fuarvonie,  w4iich  for  ages  furnished  the  peoj)le  of 
Wester  Bunloit  wnth  their  winter's  fuel.     But  his 

9 


• 


130  URQUHART  AND  GLENM0RT8T0N. 

repose  was  short.  Like  the  fiery  cross,  the  flames  of 
Kilchrist  drew  the  Mackeuzies  from  far  and  near ; 
and  a  large  number  were  soon  on  the  track  of  the 
Glengarrymen.  As  the  Mackenzies  rounded  the 
south-eastern  shoulder  of  Mealfuarvonie,  they  saw 
the  Macdonalds  on  the  plain  below — ever  since 
known  by  the  name  of  Lon-na-Fala,  the  Meadow  of 
Blood — and  swooped  down  upon  them  with  shouts 
of  revenge.  For  a  time  the  Glengarrymen  bravely 
withstood  the  onslaught ;  but  they  were  weary  and 
outnumbered,  and  Allan  Mac  Ranald  had  to  seek 
safety  in  flight,  leaving  the  bulk  of  his  foUowere  dead 
or  dying.  Wounded  and  weak,  and  pursued  by  his 
enemies,  he  darted  across  the  moor  in  the  direction 
of  Loch  Ness,  until,  after  a  run  of  about  half  a  mile, 
he  suddenly  found  himself  on  a  spur  of  the  rock  of 
Craig  Giubhais,  from  which  there  was  apparently  no 
escape.  To  the  left,  and  overhanging  the  shores  of 
the  loch,  was  the  precipitous  face  of  the  Craig,  which 
it  was  imj)ossible  to  descend  alive ;  to  the  right,  and 
curving  round  in  front  of  him,  yawned  the  wide  and 
deep  gorge  through  which  the  burn  of  Allt-Giubhais 
forces  its  way ;  behind,  the  eager  Mackenzies  were 
at  his  very  heels.  Allan  had  but  a  moment  for 
decision.  Retracing  his  steps  for  a  few  paces,  he 
again  flew  towards  the  gorge,  and,  boundmg  across 
it,  landed  safely  on  the  pretty  green  slope  which  is 
known  as  Ruidh-a'-Bhada-Ghiubhais.  His  foremost 
pui-suer  attempted  to  follow ;  but  his  toes  barely 
touched  the  opposite  bank,  and,  falling  backwards,  he 
seized  a  young  tree,  to  which  he  clung  for  his  life. 
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Quick  as  thought  Allan  turned  back,  and  with  one 
stroke  of  his  sword  severed  the  strained  sapling, 
and  sent  the  brave  Mackenzie  to  the  bottom, 
a  mangled  coipse.  "  I  have  left  much  with  your 
tace  to-day,"  said  he  to  his  victim,  as  he  struck  the 
plant — "  I  have  left  much  witli  your  race  to-day,  let 

» me  leave  them  that  also."' 
But  Allan  was  not  yet  out  of  danger.  The 
Mackeuziea,  seeing  the  fate  of  their  too  daring  com- 
panion, retreated  ibr  a  few  yards  up  the  stream,  and 
crossed  it  at  Beala-nan-Clach — the  Stony  Ford. 
Bown  the  steep  and  wooded  slopes  of  Ruiskich, 
Allan  and  his  pm-suers  went  until  they  reached  the 
waters  of  Loch  Ness.  Plunging  in,  Mac  Kanald 
swam  away  from  his  disappointed  enemies,  and  was 
picked  up  by  Fraser  of  Foyere,  who  had  seen  him 
•filter  the  water.  From  Foyers  he  found  his  way  to 
*i  island  in  his  own  Loch  Lundie,  where  he  con- 
"saled  himself  In  time  the  Mackenzies  earae 
to  know  of  his  retreat,  and  a  large  company  of  them 
foarclied  to  Glengarry,  cairying  with  them  a  boat 

I  ^  tlie  light  description  known  in  Gaelic  as  coit. 
fotdiag  the  river  Moriston  at  Wester  Inverwick, 
ihey  rested  at  the  rock  still  called  Craig-a'-ehoit — 
iW  Rock  of  the  Boat — and  then  crossed  the 
■""uiitains  to  Loch  Lundie.  They  launched  their 
<^'t-  and  seai-ched  the  island  ;  but  Allan  had  been 

I     learned   of  their  approach,    and    was   now    in    the 

,  '  Bjr  the  Glen-nrqubarl  people  the  chaam  is  called  Leum  &*  ChBuiDaJL-be — 

'      the  Merchant 'a  Leap — in  alluaion   lo  the  chanctar  aoBUmed  by  Mac  Rauold. 

Id  GlnmoriiUm  it  i*  ualled  Leum  Aileiu  Mhic  Uaunail—  AUad  Man  ItBiiald'it 
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recesBes  of  Meall-a'-Ghro,  where,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  friendly  mason,  he  made  himself  a  place  of 
shelter  between  two  ledges  of  a  rocb.^ 

The  dangers  through  which  he  had  passed,  and 
the  hardships  which  he  had  endured,  made  him 
suspicious  even  of  his  solitary  companion  ;  and  when 
the  lowly  hut  was  finished,  he  struck  off  the  mason's 
head  as  he  crawled  out  on  all-foul's.  Allan  escaped 
the  vengeance  of  the  Mackenzies,  but  he  was  ever 
after  tlie  victim  of  remorse.  "  For  the  burning  of 
Kilchrist,"  said  he,  "  I  hope  for  pardon;  but  I  cannot 
meet  at  the  Judgment  the  faithftil  friend  whom 
T  treacherously  slew  on  Meall-a'-Ghro." 

We  have  seen  that  the  proprietors  of  Urquhart 
early  realised  the  wisdom  of  forming  alliances 
with  their  troublesome  Western  neighboui-s.  The 
policy  which  led  the  Bard  to  enter  into  a  bond 
of  friendship  with  Lochiel  in  1520,  was  followed  by 
his  grandson,  who  concluded  a  somewhat  similar 
treaty  with  Angus  Mac  Alasdair  of  Glengarry  iiL 
1571.  By  this  latter  contract  Glengarry  obliged  him- 
self to  cause  his  son,  Donald  Mac  Angus  'Ic  Alasdair, 
to  marry  the  Laird  of  Grant's  daughter,  Helen,  and  to 
deliver  to  the  Laird  "  ane  sufficient  bond  of  manrent 
quhilk  maye  justlie  stand  by  the  law  of  this  realrae," 
and    by    which    Glengarry  and    his   successors  and 

'  The  triwlitiuDiil  account  here  given  of  blip  inTadon  of  Glengarry  Ijy  Tin 
HacknnEies  is  not  without  truUi.  The  lirxt  Lord  Cromtu'tie  recorded  thathii 
grandfather,  Sir  Ri>rie  MaokcDzie  of  Coigoaob,  tutor  ur  gunrtliau  to  Colio, 
■ecoiiil  Lurd  Uack^uxie  of  Kintoil,  "  invuled  Olengarrj,  who  naa  again  re- 
MUecIiog  tiiti  foiC:is,  but  at  hia  coming  they  diaBi[>at  nnd  fleil.  He  pursued 
Olengarry  to  Blairy  in  Moray,  where  he  twik  him  "—that  ia,  BlMty  in 
OlenmoriBton  iu  the  Province  of  Moray. — Fraser'a  Elarls  of  Cromartie,  p.  m^ 
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kindred   would  lie  bound  to    serve    Grant  and   his 
heirs  in  their  quarrels,  and  especially  to  protect  the 
lands    and    inhabitants     of    Urquhart    and    Glen- 
monstoK.     The  treaty   was    renewed  with    Donald 
Mac  Angus  in  \5ii7,  and  again  in  1600,  when  Grant 
made  over  to  him  in  feu-farm  the  castle  and  lauds 
of  Strome,     At  the  time  of  tlie  Ilaid  of  Kilchrist 
Glengarry    was  thus    in    the  position    of  vassal    to 
Gmit :  while  Grant  was  on  the  other  hand  feudally 
""JUrid   to    protect   Glengarry   and  his    kinsmen    of 
''Urjdie,    "  a^    hecumis    ane     superiour    to    do    to 
^'1*    wassail."'       Allan    Mac    Ranald's    exploits    at 
^Ichrist    called    for    the    superior's    intervention ; 
™t  the  wUy  proprietor  of  Urquhart  set  himself,  not 
to  bring  the  oftender  to  justice,  hut  to  befriend  hira 
^J    liis  family,  and  so  to  bring  them  all  the  more 
«fectually  under  his  own  influence  and  control.     On 
-3txl  July,  1606,  Allan  and  his  father  met  the  Laird 
"tt    Balmacaan,  and  signed  a  bond  of  mutual  assist- 
ance and  defence,  by  which  they  bound  themselves 
to    Serve  and  assist  Allan  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  who 
was  also  present,  in  such  manner  as  Grant  might 
"  Command  or  bid  them  by  word  or  writ."^     The 
friendship  with  the  Lundies  was  carefully  fostered 
by  the  Laird  during  the  rest  of  his  hfe,  and  by  his 
son,  8ir  John  Grant,   who  succeeded    him.     Allan 
W*c  Ranald  and  Sir  John  strengtiiened  the  alliance 
U>J  entering   into    an   interesting  mercantile    trans- 
ition.    The  family  of  Lundie  possessed  woods  in 
'  Jiotdx,  of  great  natural  value,  but  which  were  utterly 

'  CKiefii  »(  OfMit,  III.,  19/.  '  Chiefs  of  Grant,  III.,  203. 
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absence — on    28th    July,    1622 — his    property   and 
possessions    were    forfeited,    and    himself   declared 
an  outlaw.^     The  Laird  of  Grant  saved  him  from 
the   consequences.     He    instantly    purchased    the 
''escheat" — that  is,  the  forfeited  estate  and  effects 
— irom  the   Crown,   and   left  Allan  in  possession  ; 
and  in  1626  the  latter  acknowledged  his  indebted- 
ness to  the  friendly  knight,  in  a  bond  of  manrent 
hy  which  he   bound   himself  and   his    heirs  to   be 
leal  and  true  to  the  Lairds  of  Grant  for  ever.     And 
'*^o  the  sun  continued  to  shine  on  Allan  Dubh  Mac 
Ranald,  and,  so  far  as  the  world  could  see,  he  lived 
and  died  not  much  the   worse  of  the  Burning  of 
Kilchrist  or  the  murder  of  the  mason  of  Meall-a*- 
Giiro.^ 

'  Chiefs  of  GraDt,  I.,  222. 

^  Sir  Wniiam  Fraser  questions  the  truth  of  the  story  of  the  burning  of 

the  church — (Chiefs  of  Grant,  L,  222)  ;  and  Mr  Kenneth  Macdonald,  Town 

Clerk  of  Invemess,  has  made  a  very  able,  if  not  altogether  successful,  effort  to 

free  his  clansman's   memory  from  the  stain  of  sacrilege — (Transactions   of 

Inverness  Gaelic  Society,  XV.,  H.  34). 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

1603—1640. 

The  Proscribed  Macgregors  seek  Shelter  in  Uniuhart  and  Glen- 
moriston. — Their  Harbourers  Fined. — Their  Evil  Influence  on 
the  Men  of  Urquhart. — Doule  Shee's  Raid.— Commission  of 
Fire  and  Sword. — Housebreaking  at  Balmaeaau. — The  Carrou 
and  Ballindalloch  Feud. — Career  of  Sen  mas  an  Tuim.  — His 
Sup|X)rtcra  in  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston. — The  Castle 
Repaired. — The  Clan  Chattan  in  Urquhart. — Their  Friends 
Prosecuted, — The  Earl  of  Moray  Persecutes  Grant  of  Glen- 
moriston.— Grant  visits  the  King,  find  His  Majesty  Intervenes. 
— Death  of  Glenmoriston  and  the  Laird  of  Grant. — The  Story 
of  the  Covenant. — The  Covenant  adhered  to  by  the  Lairds 
of  (irant  and  Glenmoriston. — Opposed  by  the  Parish  Minister 
and  I^dy  Mary  Ogilvy,  Liferentrix  of  Urtiuhart. — A  Short 
Conflict. — The  Minister  Yields. — Attempts  to  stent  Urquhart 
for  tlie  Army  of  the  Covenant. — Lady  Marj-'s  Concessions. 

DuRiX(4  the  early  years  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
the  Laird  of  Grant  and  his  tenants  and  clansmen 
fell  into  trouble  in  connection  with  the  proscribed 
Clan  Gregor,  whose  wrongs  and  sufterings  are  still 
the  theme  of  many  a  plaintive  Gaelic  song.  Before 
the  beginning  of  that  centur}'  the  Macgregors  had 
for  generations  held  possessions  in  the  Southern 
Highlands  in  virtue  of  the  unwritten  right  of 
(Inch as.  With  their  neigh bouis,  the  Campbells, 
the  Colquhouns,  and  the  Graliams,  they  had  been 
in   constant    strife.       Many    enormities   were     laid 


^■^  OLDEN   TIMK8    IM  THE  PARISH.  137 

to  their  charge,  and  the  long  list  reached  its  height 
in  1603.  when,  in  the  darlt  pass  of  Glenfruin,  they 
swooped  down  on  Colcjuhoun  of  Luas,  and  slew  two 
liiiiidred  of  his  vassals  and  tenants,  besides  many 
gentlemen  and  burgesses  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbarton. 
Tidings  of  the  carnage,  evidenced  by  the  production 
of  eleven  score  blood-stained  shirts  taken  off  the 
bodies  of  the  slain,  soon  reached  the  King  ;  and  the 
utter  destniotion  of  the  offending  race  was  resolved 
on.  They  were  prohibited  fioni  meeting  together, 
or  using  their  name.  To  harbour  or  shelter  them 
was  made  a  crime.  The  Earl  of  Argyll,  armed  with 
a,  royal  commission  to  extirpate  them,  scoured  their 
glens  and  hill-sides  with  his  vassals  and  allies,  and 
bunted  them  down  like  deer.  For  a  time  they 
defende<l  themselves  and  their  families  and  flocks 
with  surpassing  valour.  But  in  the  end  the  superior 
numbers  of  their  foes  prevailed,  and  the  wretched 
reninant  who  survived  adopted  other  names,  and 
aought  refuge  in  distant  parts  of  the  Highlands. 
With  the  Gi-auts  the  unfortunate  people  had  from 
early  times  been  united  by  the  ties  of  clanship — 
both  races  were  brandies  of  the  ancient  Clan  Alpin 
— and  to  the  territories  of  the  Grants  they  now 
flocked.  Although  the  relationship  rested  even 
then  on  the  haziest  of  traditions,  it  was  sacredly 
respected,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Strathspey  and 
Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  gave  willing  shelter  to 
the  homeless  strangers.  They  suffered  for  their 
hospitality.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  dis- 
oover  and  punish  the  harbourers  of  the  dispersed  Mac- 
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gregors;  and  among  those  who  were  found  guilty 
and  heavily  fined  were  the  Laird  of  Grant ;  Archibald 
Grant,  brother  of  the  Laird  of  Glenmoriston  :  James 
Grant  in  Pitkerrald ;  Patrick  Grant,  son  of  the 
Lau-d  of  "  Breyis"  {the  Braes,  or  Corriraony)  ;  Alaa- 
dair  Roy  Grant  in  Shewglie  ;  John  Mac  Iain  Mullich, 
Officer  in  Urquliart  ;  Donald  Ug  Mac  Iain  Mullich 
in  Polraaily  ;  and  John  Cearr  Mac  Donald  Mac- 
Donachie  Mac  GiUespick;  Hucheon  Mac  Iain 
Donachie,  Duncan  Mac  Iain  Mullich.  and  Duncaji 
Mac  Iain  Glas,  all  described  as  "in  Urquhart ;"  as 
well  as  many  in  Strathspey,' 

Taking  advantage  of  the  law  which  in  those 
times  made  chiefs  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
their  people,  Argyll  tailed  upon  the  Laird  of  Giunt 
to  pay  not  only  his  own  fine  but  also  those  inflicted 
on  his  clansmen  and  dei)endants.  The  Laird 
admitted  his  hability,  but  disputed  the  amount. 
Recourse  was  had  to  arbitration,  and  on  3rd 
February,  1615,  the  total  amount  to  be  paid  by  the 
Laii-d  for  himself  and  his  friends  and  tenants  was 
fixed  at  16,000  nterks,^  and  that  enomious  sum  was 
paid  before  the  end  of  the  mouth." 

The  evil  habits  of  the  Macgregors,  on  whose 
account  this  heavy  fine  was  incurred,  had  a  banefiil 
influence  on  their  protectors  in  our  Parish.  Dming 
their   many    years    of    strife    and    stmggle    as    the 

■  Chiefs  of  Grant.  UI.,  315. 
*  A  avsrk  we/i  equitl  to  13s  iA  SooUi. 

'  See  receipt  therefor  in  Chiefs  of  Qront,  lU.,  316.  Tlie  Laini  doubtloM 
uiUected  their  nhares  of  the  amimnt  from  tlic  other  hnrbourert  of  the  Mac- 
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Ishtiiaelites  of  the  Highlands,  thev  became  exjrert 
and  daiing  in  tlie  appropriation  and  destruction 
of  their  neighbours'  ])rnperty ;  and  tbe  men  of 
Urquhart  soon  Ijegan  to  follow  their  example.  On 
13th  July,  1614,  a  Glen-Ui-quhart  man,  of  the 
anme  of  Dugald  Grant,  but  better  known  as  Uoule 
Shee — Dugald  of  Peace— In  sarcastic  allusion,  pro- 
bably, to  his  character  as  a  man  of  strife,  ma^le  a 
raid  along  with  Thomas  Calder  in  Delnie,  Ala.sdair 
Cain  Mae  Robbie  in  Urchine,  and  Laehlan  Mac 
Laehlan  Vic  Donald  Vic  Iain  Duy.  on  Colin 
Campbell  of  Clunes,  near  Nairn — burning  his  cham- 
bers, barns,  and  sheep-cot,  houghing  and  slaying 
three  mares  and  a  horse,  and  committing  other 
barbarities,'  For  these  crimes  Dugald  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  summonerl  to  appear  for  trial,  and,  failing 
to  do  so,  were  put  to  tbe  horn.  A  royal  commission 
was  issued  to  Robert  Dunbar  of  Burgie,  John  Dunbar 
of  Moynes,  and  George  Munro  of  Tarrell,  lequiring 
them  to  bring  the  outlaws  to  justice,  not  only  for  their 
Attack  on  Clunes,  but  also  on  the  charge  of  doing 
"what  in  them  lies  to  associate  unto  themselves  all 
such  of  the  disordered  thieves  and  limmai-s  and 
fugitives  of  the  Highlands  as  they  can  foregather 
with,  intending  thereby,  how  soon  their  number 
shall  increase  to  any  reasonable  company,  then  to 
maintain  an  open  and  avowed  rebellion."  Tlie  com- 
missioners were  authorised  to  raise  the  lieges,  and 
pursue  the  accused  with  fire  and  sword,  and  to 
detain  as  many  as  should  be  apprehended  "  in  sure 

■  TLnni"  of  C«wdor  (BpaMing  Club),  227. 
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firmance  and  captivite,"  until  justice  should  "  be 
ministrat  upon  them."'  Their  operations  are  not 
recorded ;  but,  so  far  at  least  as  Doule  Shee 
was  concerned,  they  had  no  result.  That  worthy 
remained  at  large,  and  we  find  him  years  aftenvards 
in  the  ti"ain  of  the  famous  outlaw,  James  Grant  of 
Carron. 

The  men  of  Urquhart  made  theu-  own  Glen  the 
scene  of  their  next  thieving  adventure.  In  April, 
1615,  Balmacaan  House,  which  at  that  time  was 
occupied  by  the  stalwart  Iain  Mor  a'  Chaisteil,  Cham- 
berlain and  Baron-Bailie  of  Urquhart,  was  broken 
into,  and  fourteen  locked  chests  forcibly  opened,  and 
their  contents  stolen.  Patrick  Grant  of  Divach- 
more,  Duncan  Grant,  in  Wester  Bunloit,  Jamee 
Mac  Alasdair  Vic  lain  Oig,  in  Inchbrine,  and  Ewen 
Mac  Neil  Vic  Uian,  "in  Little  Clune,"  or  (Jlunebeg — 
one  of  the  brave  race  who  so  strenuously  opposed 
the  Grants  a  century  earlier— were  accused  of  the 
crime,  and  cited  by  Glenmoriston  to  appear  in  Edin- 
burgh to  answer  the  charge.  The  case  was  called  OM 
^Ist  July,  1620,  when  Glenmoriston  withdrew  thie 
complaint  against  Mac  Uian,  and  declared  him 
innocent.  The  others  were  ordered  to  be  tried  on 
the  third  day  of  the  next  justice-air,  or  circuit 
court,  at  Inverness ;  and  John  Grant,  younger  of 
Ballindalloch,  who,  bearing  no  love  to  Glenmoriston, 
interested  himself  in  their  defence,  became  bound 
for  their  due  appearance.^  At  this  stage  we  unfortu- 
nately lose  sight  of  the  proceedings,  and  whether  the 

'  Tlmnen  (if  Cuwd'ir.  327.  '  Pittairn'o  Criminal  Trifils. 
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accused  were  convicted,  and  hanged,  as  house- 
breakers  were  then  wont  to  be,  or  whether  they 
were  acquitted,  and  restored  to  their  friends,  will 
probably  never  be  ascertained. 

We  have  seen  how  on  the  death  of  John  Grant, 

first    of  Glenmoriston,    an    attempt  was    made    by 

Grant  of  Ballindalloch  to  rob  his  young  heir  of  his 

inheritance ;  how  the  boy's  part  was  taken  by  his 

natural    brother,  John  Roy    of  Carron  ;    and    how 

Ballindalloch  lost  his  life  in  the  quarrel.     The  feud 

thus    begun    between  the  families  of  Ballindalloch 

and  Carron  increased  in  fierceness  as  time  passed, 

I  and  at  the  period  at  which  we  have  now  arrived,  it 

I  raged   with    murderous    fury.     In    the   year    1615, 

k  Thomas,  son  of  Grant  of  Carron,  was  met  at  an 

I  Elgin  fair  by  one  of  the  Grants  of  Ballindalloch,  and 

leavagely  assaulted,     James    Grant,  another  son  of 

I'C'arron,  rushed  to  his  brother's  aid,  and  slew  the 

Iftssailant.     Summoned  before  a  court  on  the  charge 

■of  murder,  James  refused  to  appear,  and  was  out- 

llawed.     Placing    himself  at  the  head  of  a  band  of 

Idesperate  men,  he  bade  defiance  to  tlie  authorities, 

land  became  the  scourge  of  the  Central  Higlilands. 

I  Ballindalloch  and  his  possessions  were  the  special 

■  objects  of  his  attention  ;  but  he  did  not  scruple  to 

find    other    victims    when    opportunity   offered,    or 

Poccasion    i-equired.     John    Grant    of  Glenmoriston, 

remembering  how  much  his  father  and  himself  owed 

to  the  house  of  Carron,  sheltered  and  befriended  the 

outlaw  and  his  band — "  ane  infamous  hykeuflaw- 

lesse  lymmars,"  among  whom  were  the  son— aye. 
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and  the  wife,  too — of  Robert  Finiay  Mac  Iain  Roy 
in  Glenmoriston,  and  the  Urquhart  veteran  Doule 
Shee,  with  his  sons  Donald,  John,  and  Ewen/ 

James  Grant,  or  Heumas  an  Tuini — James  of  the 
Hill — as  he  was  commonly  called,  was  at  last  seized 
by  the  '  Mackintoslies,  who  had  themselves  been 
released  from  outlawry  on  undertaking  to  effect  his 
capture.  Carried  south,  he  was  lodged  in  Edin- 
burgh Castle  to  await  his  trial,  but  by  means  of  a 
rope  which  his  wife  secretly  sent  him  in  a  keg  of 
butter,  he  got  over  the  Castle  wall  and  descended 
the  rock ;  and  escaping  into  the  Highlands, 
wandered  for  a  time  among  his  kinsmen  in  Glen- 
moriston, Glen-Urquhart,  and  Strathspey.*  Return- 
ing to  his  old  courses  he,  in  November,  1634, 
seized  young  Ballindalloch  near  his  own  house, 
and  kept  him  prisoner  in  a  filthy  kiln.  This  piece 
of  good  fortune  he  endeavoured  to  turn,  not  to  his 
own  advantage,  but  to  that  of  the  friends  who  had 
sheltered  him  in  his  fugitive  days.  He  ofiered  to 
set  his  captive  free  on  condition  that  he  would 
procure  a  pardon  for  Glenmoriston  and  his  sons,  atd 
old  Allan  Mac  Ranald  of  Lundie,  who  had  all 
befriended  him,  and  for  all  those  who  had  hai'boured 
him  on  the  estates  of  Grant,  Glenmoriston,  Lundie, 
Carron,  and  Huntly ;  that  he  would  discharge  a 
debt  of  4000  marks  due  to  him  by  Glenmoriston ; 
and  that  he  would  obtain  from  the  Ekirl  of  Moray  a 

'  Proclumotidti  liy  the  Privy  Countil,  quoted  iu  Spalding's  Memorialla  of 
the  TrubUfl  in  Soitlwid  (Spuldiug  Club)  I,  430. 

''  See  Memuriallii  of  ibe  Trubles  in  Soutland,  Vul,  I.,  and  (Jonloo's 
Earldom  of  SutlierUnd,  414  et  stq.,  and  458,  for  Iha  tareer  uf  Carron. 
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diRcharge  of  5000  merks  due  by  Allan  Mac  Ranald  to 
the  Earl.*  The  prisoner  declined  the  terras,  and 
was  detained  ;  but  in  a  few  weeks  he  escaped 
through  the  treachery  of  one  of  his  guards,  with 
whom  lie  is  said  to  have  conversed  in  Latin,  and 
immediately  lodger!  with  the  Government  a  com- 
plaint against  the  Lairds  of  Grant  and  Glenmoriaton, 
ill  which  he  stated  that  the  dreaded  freebooter  was 
then  living  among  their  tenants  with  their  owx 
connivance.  The  LaJi-d  of  Grant  was  ordered  to 
apprehend  the  outlaw,  and  he  made  a  show  of 
c.liedience.  His  lieart  was,  however,  not  in  the 
work,  and  Janies  remained  a  free  man  until  1639, 
when  he  was  pardoned  by  Charles  the  First,  He 
was  subsequently  employed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly  in  hunting  down  fugitive  Macgregoi's,  and 
thereafter,  in  similar  services  against  the  Cove- 
nanters. In  the  end  he  is  supposed  to  have  died  a 
natural  death,  after  having  for  mauy  years  led  a 
wild  and  lawless  Ul'e,  charmed,  apparently,  against 
all  dangers. 

The  Laird  of  Grant  entered,  on  2(;th  March, 
1G23,  into  a  contract  with  James  Moray,  master 
mason,  for  the  repair  of  the  Castle  of  Urquhart.* 
The  troubles  of  the  times  demanded  that  the  old 
fortress  should  be  put  in  order,  for  pillage  and  outrage 

'Cbiehof  Gnuit,  IIL,  <ie. 

*  Contract  at  CuUe  OnioL  Uiiraf '«  tombetoue  wu  unearthed  at  Eil- 
tnnre,  Glen- Urqu  hart,  •ome  tweiityyews  ago.  It  bears  the  inaca-iption— "  Heir 
tyn  aen  oDeat  man  caled  Jaoiea  Muray ,  wtia  deparlcil  this  If  f  .  .  .  da; 
of  3lay,  1638— HeoU)  Mnri."  It  ia  the  oldest  atune  with  au  inocription  found 
in  the  chtuchyard,  with  the  exception  uf  one  other,  beariDg  the  date  2nd 
MMTch,  1621,  but  the  inHcription  on  which  is  not  further  legible. 


URQUHART    AKD   tiLENMOIlISTON. 


Nourished  in  the  North,  and  Urquhart  was  soon  to 
suffer.  Quarrelling  with  the  Earl  of  Moray,  the 
Clan  Chattan  invaded  and  raided  hia  estates :  and, 
having  thus  acquired  a  taste  for  the  work,  they 
in  1624  extended  the  field  of  their  operationB. 
visiting  Glen-Urquhait  in  their  progi-ess,  and 
"taking  thair  raete  and  food  perforce  qiiher  they 
culd  not  get  it  willingly,  fra  freindis  allsweill  as 
fra  their  faes."  The  Earl  hastened  to  the  King, 
and  got  himself  appointed  Lientenant  of  the  North, 
with  authority  to  subdue  the  unruly  clan,  and  to 
fine  and  otherwise  punish  such  as  bad  harboured  or 
aided  them.  Letters  of  Intereonimuning,  prohibiting 
all  persons  from  receiving,  supplying,  or  entertaining- 
them,  under  heavy  penalties,  were  proclaimed  at 
Inverness  and  other  burghs.  In  a  short  time  they 
surrendered  and  were  offered  pardon,  on  condition, 
aa  we  have  seen,  that  they  should  bring  James  of 
Carron  to  justice,'  and  on  the  further  condition  that 
they  should  furnish  the  Earl  with  the  names  of  such 
as  hiid  sheltered  or  entertained  themselves  after  the 
publication  of  the  letters  of  intercom  rauning.*  To 
these  terms  the  ungrateful  clan  agreed,  and  Moray 
proceeded  to  enrich  himself  by  exacting  heavy  fines 
from  the  benefactors  they  had  betrayed.  Among  his 
victims  was  John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  on  whose 
lands  in  Urquhart  the  Mackintoshes  sorned  in  IG20. 
Glenmoriston  refused  to  pay  the  heavy  sums  in 
which  he  was  mulcted,  and  so  pereist^^nt  was  Moiuy's 
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l^ersecution  of  him  that  at  last  he  journeyed  to 
London  to  lay  his  case  before  the  King.^  All  he 
demanded .  was  a  fair  trial.  The  King  listened  to 
his  complaint,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Scottish 
Privy  Council,  ordering  them  to  take  him  bound  to 
appear  before  themselves  or  any  court  they  might 
consider  competent,  to  answer  the  charges  against 
him.* 

The  effect  of  the  royal  intervention  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  persecution  to  which  Glenmoriston 
had  so  long  been  subjected  ;  and  he  was  soon  able 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  Earl  "quyetlie 
efter  he  had  maide  gryt  travell  and  expenssis  for 
his  just  defenss."*  The  trial  which  he  had  demanded 
never  took  place,  and  he  was  allowed  to  pass  the 
few  remaining  years  of  his  life  in  peace.  He  died 
before  31st  March,  1637.  His  Chief,  Sir  John 
Grant,  died  on  Ist  April ;  and  they  thus  both 
escaped  the  troubles  that  were  about  to  overtake 
their  country. 

^  Uemorialla  of  the  Trublee,  I.,  9. 

'The  King's  letter  is  in  the  following  terms: — "Charles  R. — Right 
tnistie  and  right  welbeloved  cousin  and  councellour,  right  trusty  and  wel* 
tielf^ed  cousins  and  counccllourSi  and  right  tru«tic  and  welWlovecl 
c^uDcclIoni,  wee  greete  yow  well.  Whereas  John  Grant  of  OlennioriHton 
haih  I<fng  attended  our  Court,  humblie  craWng  of  us  tliat  wee 
wotd  be  pieaned  to  give  order  that  a  course  might  be  taken  for  his  tryall, 
touching  M>me  imputatiuues  wherewith  wee  were  informed  against  him,  who 
being  willing  to  underly  the  law,  and  to  that  effect  to  be  trye<l  either  before 
the  Justice  Oenerall,  or  any  other  judicatorie  yow  sliall  think  coiiipeteut : 
Our  pleasure  is  that  yow  tak  sufficient  suretie  of  him  for  his,  his  sonnes, 
brothers,  and  ser\'ants  appearance  before  yow,  or  any  judicatorie  thought 
ccrtnpetent  by  yow,  at  such  a  day  as  you  shall  think  fitt  to  pre8cril>e,  that 
he  may  enjoy  the  benefite  of  our  lawes  as  is  ordinarie  in  the  like  cases.  Wee 
bid  yow  farewell     From  our  CouH  at  Whitehall,  the  21  of  Aprile,  1632." 

*  Memorialls  of  the  Trublee,  I.,  9.  2  Q 
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The  story  of  Charles  the  First's  unfortunate 
attempt  to  impose  an  obnoxious  liturgy  on  the 
Scottish  Church  is  well  known.  The  tumult  which 
Jennie  Geddes'  stool  raised  within  the  church  of 
St  Giles  gradually  developed  into  the  great  Civil 
War  which  brought  about  the  fall  of  the  Bishops, 
the  execution  of  the  King,  and  the  subjugation  of 
Scotland  by  Oliver  Cromwell.  Jame-s  Grant,  who 
had  succeeded  Sir  John  Grant,  his  father,  as  Laird 
of  Grant,  took  the  popular  side  against  Charles — a 
side  that  at  the  outset  was  supported  by  almost  all 
the  nobles  and  landowners  in  Scotland. 

In  April,  1638,  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  Lord 
Lovat,  Lord  Reay,  and  Mr  Andrew  Cant,  of  noted 
memory,  appeared  at  Inverness,  and  got  the  famous 
National  Covenant,  which  had  already  been  sub- 
scribed by  thousands  in  the  Lowlands,  signed  by 
"  the  haill  toune  except  Mr  Williame  Clogie,  minister 
at  Innerniss,  and  sum  few  otheris"' — the  town's 
crier  proclaiming  the  obligation  of  signing,  with  the 
alternative  of  heavy  penalties  against  all  who  were 
obstinate  or  hesitating.^  The  Laird  of  Gmnt  ajid 
young  Patrick  Giunt,  who  had  now  succeeded  to 
Glenmoriston,  threw  their  influence  into  the  scale 
of  the  Covenant ;  but  the  people  of  our  Parish  were 
slow  to  follow  their  example,  and  the  minister — Mr 
Alexander  Grant— resented,  and  for  a  time  resisted, 
the  coercion  exercised  to  procure  his  adhesion.  But 
after  the  Glasgow  General  Assembly  had  abolished 

'  McmomlU  of  the  Trubles.  I.,  88. 
'  Hill  Burton'a  History  of  ScotUnd,  VL,  205. 
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the  Episcopal  office,  to  which  he  was  so  much 
attached,  he  yielded  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
on  him,  and  signed  the  Covenant  on  14th  May, 
1639,  The  cause  which  it  represented  was,  how- 
ever, without  his  sympathy,  and  it  did  not  prosper 
among  his  people. 

That  cause  had  a  sincere  opponent  in  the  Laird 
of  Grant's  mother,  Dame  Mary  Ogilvy,  who,  since 
her  husband's  deatii,  possessed  Urquhart  as  liferent 
proprietrix,'  and,  with  her  younger  children,  resided 
in  the  Castle.  Dame  Marj" — or  Lady  Ogilvy,  as  she 
was  better  known"- — was  strongly  attached  to  the 
King  and  the  Bishops.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
was  no  great  attachment  between  hei-self  and  her 
son ;  and  she  did  what  she  could  to  counteract  and 
render  fruitless  his  efforts  for  the  Covenant.  In  this 
course  she  doubtless  had  the  approval  of  the 
minister  of  the  Parish. 

In  1640  a  great  Covenanting  army  entemd  Eng- 
land under  General  Leslie  ;  and  Major-General 
Munro,  a    fierce    Ross-shire  soldier,   who  had  been 


id  iioder  contract,  dated  21et  June,  1631,  between  Ler  huibind 
and  bawl£.  He  reaarred  to  hLmutf  and  hia  heirs  the  liberty  tu  draw  dams  Mid 
in  Urqubvt,  with  liberty  Ui  {)ut  and  build  the  nid 
El  on  the  lands,  prodded  he  and  bis  foreBsidg  nphetd  the  tental  of  the 
1iui<Ib  Hhercthrungh  ftnd  wbercoD  the  Baid  damn,  |HkB«age«,  and  irunn'orkH 
sbonld  be  <trawn  utd  built.  He  aisu  reserved  the  uso  of  The  whole  woods  of 
I7rt|ulurt  for  t4ie  uje  of  the  ironworks,  except  to  aerve  the  use  of  the  oouutry 
fniui  Uie  woods  of  Lochletter,  Inchbrine,  Cirtftly,  and  DulBh&ngie,  at  the 
will  mail  pleMure  of  the  teDBiita  and  inbabitants.— Chiefs  of  Grant,  III.,  445. 

•  She  w»^  m  dauKhler  of  Sir  Walter  Ogilvy  of  Findlater,  atterwanU  Lord 
Dskford,  It  wai  ouBtnmarj  in  thoae  times  for  Wlies  to  ratain  their  maiden 
vnruuucs  after  marriage.  At  a  r(ub«ei)uent  period  they  u^ed  lioth  AurDsmea — a 
cuelom  itill  adhered  to  by  Scuttisb  lawyers. 
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trained  in  the  Continental  ware,  was  left  in  command 
of  the  forces  of  the  Covenant  in  Scotland.  Munro 
rode  with  a  small  escort  through  the  northern 
counties,  getting  the  chiefs  and  landowners  to  raise 
their  fighting  men,  and  forward  them  to  Leslie.' 
He  forced  Lady  Ogilvy  to  give  him  written  authority 
to  send  men  from  Urquhart,  and  to  tax  her  lands 
and  tenants  for  their  support.  But  the  people 
understood  that  the  authority  was  not  freely  given, 
and  they  refrained  from  actively  responding  to  jt. 
In  these  circumstances  the  Laird  took  his  mother  in 
hand,  with  the  result  that  on  8th  September  she 
made  a  formal  declaration  within  the  Castle,  m 
presence  of  James  Leslie,  notary-public,  Patrick 
Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  Alexander  Baillie  of 
Dunain,  and  John  Grant  of  Lurg,  to  the  effect 
that  her  son  might,  "  by  word  and  not  by 
writ,"  do  aU  things  requisite  and  lawful  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  cause  of  the  Covenant  in 
Urquhart."  Glenmoriston,  who  acted  as  her  son's 
agent,  pressed  her  to  stent  her  lands  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  men  sent  south,  or  to  give  her  son 
her  concurrence  and  assistance  in  doing  so,  "  or  at 
least  to  give  power  or  warrant  in  wi-iting  to  the 
said  James  Grant  [her  son],  or  to  her  own  bailies 
and  officers,  for  stenting  her  lands  of  Urquhart  and 
people  for  maintenance  of  those  men  whom  she 
should  send  south."  The  lady  replied  that  she  was 
unable  to  grant  the  written  warrant  demanded,  for 

'  MrnioriaUl  of  Uie  TmblH,  I.,  320. 
'  See  the  PermisidoD,  fn  Ctuerii  of  Gr&nt,  III.,  231. 
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the  reason  that  she  had  already  given  a  similar 
warrant  to  General  Munro ;  but  she  offered  not  to 
resist  her  son  in  any  steps  he  might  deem  it  proper 
to  take,  in  the  event  of  his  coming  to  the  Paiish 
with  the  full  acquiescence  of  the  General,  or  of  the 
"  Tables "  which  now  governed  Scotland.  She 
absolutely  refused,  however,  to  give  any  active  aid 
to  her  son,  whom  she  accused  of  having  unnaturally 
done  her  gi-eai  liarms,  injuries,  and  oppressions  ;  but, 
she  adds^haviug  the  fear  of  the  Covenanters  before 
her  eyes — that  should  he  decline  to  undertake  the 
work  of  stenting  her  lands  and  collecting  the  tax 
without  her  concurrence,  she  is  willing  to  do  so  her- 
self, on  receiving  proper  power  and  warrant  from  the 
Tables,  Glenmoriston's  demands  and  the  lady's 
answers  were,  on  9th  September,  carefully  committed 
to  writing,  and  solemnly  certified  by  the  notary.^ 
The  limited  concessions  which  she  made  were  pro- 
bably of  no  value  to  her  son ;  and,  so  far  as  she 
herself  was  concerned,  they  failed  to  save  her  from 
-the  vengeance  of  the  Covenanters. 

8«e  DotBTuI  iuBtrumeDt,  in  Chiefs  of  Qrant,  IIL,  232, 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

1643—1647. 

The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant. — Montrose  and  Alasdair 
Mac  Cholla  Cliiataich  take  the  side  of  the  King. — The  Laird 
of  Grant  and  the  Tutor  of  Glenmoriston  hold  aloof. — Alasdair*s 
Requisition  on  the  Tutor. — The  Tutor's  Trick. — A  Brilliant 
Campaign. — Battle  of  Inverlochy. — The  Laird  of  Grant  sends 
Men  to  Montrose. — The  Covenanters  invade  Glen-Urquhart. 
Lady  Ogilvy  Robbed  and  driven  out  of  the  Parish. — 
Her  Appeal  to  her  Son. — Undertaking  to  Support  the  King. 
— Montrose's  Description  of  the  Laird's  Recruits. — Urquhart 
Men  Killed  at  the  Battle  of  Auldearn.— Montrose's  High- 
landers in  Glen-Urquhart. — Raid  upon  the  Aird. — Lovat 
Calls  upon  The  Chisholm  to  drive  the  Royalists  out  of 
the  Parish.  —  Disputes  and  Notarial  Writs. — Montrose's 
Vengeance  on  the  Frasers. — His  Skirmish  in  Glenmoriston. — 
His  Exile. — Huntly  takes  the  Field  for  the  Kmg. — Middleton 
Defeats  him  in  Glenmoriston.  —  Lady  Ogilvy's  Troubles 
and  Death. — Feud  between  her  Tenants  and  those  of  Glen- 
moriston.— A  Fight  at  a  Funeral. — Death  of  the  Big  Miller. — 
The  Condition  of  the  Castle. 

The  Parliamentary  Party  in  England,  and  the 
extreme  section  of  the  Covenanters  in  Scotland, 
entered,  in  1643,  into  the  bond  and  compact  known 
as  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  The  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  that  document  were  looked  upon 
by  the  Marquis  of  Montrose  and  other  Scotsmen 
who  had  subscribed,  and  still  adhered  to,  the  more 
moderate  Covenant  of  1638,  as  unconstitutional  and 
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rebellious  ;  and  they  resolved  to  support  the  King 
in  his  conflict  with  the  party  which  had  adopted 
them.  At  an  interview  with  His  Majesty  in 
December,  Montrose  was  authorised  to  raise  the 
Scottish  Royalists,  and  to  co-operate  with  Irisli 
levies  whom  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  a  powerftil 
kinsman  of  the  Higliland  Macdonalds,  was  to  send 
to  Scotland.  The  Irish  soon  arrived  on  the  West 
Coast  under  the  command  of  a  Highland  warrior, 
Alexander  Macdonald,  better  known  as  Alasdair 
Mac  Uholla  Chiataich — the  renowned  Colkitto  of 
John  Milton.  Macdonald,  having  taken  cei-tain 
castles  on  the  West  Coast,  and  done  some  injury 
to  the  Marquis  of  Argyll,  landed  in  Knoydart,  and 
marched  down  Glengarry  to  Kil-Chuimein,  the 
modern  Fort- Augustus.  There  he  encamped,  while 
the  fiery  cross  sped  over  the  Central  Highlands 
summoning  the  clans  to  rise  for  tlie  King.'  The 
summons  was  tardily  obeyed.  At  first  he  was 
Joined  only  by  Glengarry  and  the  Captain  of  Clan 
Ranald,  followed  by  their  clansmen,  among  whom 
were  Macdonalds  from  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston. 
The  Laird  of  Grant  had  no  desire  to  follow  the 
extreme  Covenanters  in  the  paths  on  which  they 
had  now  entered  ;  but  he  was  not  yet  prepared 
to  separate  himself  openly  from  them,  and  he 
remained  inactive.  His  example  was  followed  by 
John   Grant    of    Coineachan.    the    Tutor   or   legal 
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guardian  of  young  John  Grant,  who  had  recently 
succeeded  to  the  estate  of  Glenmoristou. 

Tradition  tells  that  while  at  Kil^ChuIniein  Mac- 
donald  sent  to  the  Tutor  for  a  supply  of  cattle  for 
provision  for  his  men.  The  ai'tful  Coinejichaii, 
unwilling  to  grant  his  request,  and  still  more 
unwilling  to  iucur  his  displeasure,  forwarded  a  large 
supply  from  the  untamed  herds  of  Corri-Dho.  On 
approaching  the  camp  and  seeing  the  soldiers  and 
tlieir  tents  and  bannei-s,  these  denizens  of  the 
remote  glens  broke  away  in  a  wild  stampede,  and 
with  a  speed  that  defied  the  winds  made  their  way 
back  to  their  native  pastures.  A  good  joke  was 
never  lost  on  Alasdair  Mac  Cholla,  and  he  sent  a 
message  to  "  Toitear  liath  Ghlinne-Moireastuinn " — 
the  grey  Tutor  of  Glenmoriston  —  complimenting 
him  on  the  success  of  his  trick. 

Fi-om  Kil-Chuimeln  Maalonald  proceeded  across 
the  Grampians  to  Blair- Athole,  where  he  was  joined 
by  Montrose,  who  assumed  the  command,  and  began 
that  brief  but  brilliant  campaign  which  is  the 
foundation  of  his  fame.  Leading  the  Highlanders 
into  the  Lowlands,  he  defeated  the  Covenanters 
at  Tippermuir,  near  Perth,  on  1st  September,  1G44. 
Turning  northward,  he  won  another  victoiy  at 
Aberdeen,  and  still  another  at  Fyvie.  Penetrating 
into  Argyll  in  the  dead  of  winter,  he  bui'ned  and 
laid  waste  that  county,  and  then  pressed  on  towards 
Inverness,  which  was  held  by  the  Earls  of  Sutherland 
and  Seaforth  in  the  interest  of  the  Solemn  League. 
At  Kil-Chuimein  he  was  overtaken  by  Iain    Lom 
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[ -Macdonald,  the  Gaelic  Bard,'  and  urged  to  return 
to  Lochaber,  as  the  Marquis  of  Argyll  had  entered 
'  that  country  with  a  large  army.     It  was  the  last 
I  clay   of  Januai-y,    and    the  snow  lay    deep  in    the 
f  -trackless  passes.     But  Argyll  had  to  be  disposed  of, 
[  and  Montrose  resolved  to  approach  him  secretly  by 
I  a  circuitous  route  through  the  mountains.     Turning 
I  up  Glen-Tarff,   he  and  his  men  trudged  for  forty 
miles  tlirough  heather  and  snow  until  they  found 
themselves,  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  1st  Feb- 
ruary, at  the  mouth  of  Glen-Nevis,  and  within  a 
gun-shot    of    the    unsuspecting   Camjjbells.      That 

'  Tliftl  bin  LoBi  wu  the  ineiueiiKRr  neat  tu  Muutruse  in  MMrteil  b;  it 
.'  tJSiUtiini  vbich  is  corrobnratnl  l^y  the  foUcjwiDg  aUmzaa  io  tlic  Bard's  "  Battle 

Iitt  InTerlacb;,"  where  Le  (taCeA  that  lie  Haw  MontruBB'H  army  turn  ap  b; 
Cttllacbj,  near  Forl-AupHtun,  aud  tliat  he  wan  at  Inverlocby  Caatle  during 
the  nibwquFDt  battle  : — 
TTbel 


An  cuala'  aibbse  'a  tionadaidh  duinetl 
Thug  an  camp  bha  'n  CilJe  Chuimeit ! 
'S  fhiul  uhaidb  aiuui  air  ui  iamairt. 
Thug  iaU  u  an  naiululean  iomaia. 
Dhirich  mi  moch  roadainn  dhombnaicb 
Ou  barr  Caibteil  lubher-Loduudb, 
Chuiuia'  mi  'n  t-anu  a  dol  an  ordugh, 
'S  bha  buaidh  an  U  le  ClanQ-Dutnhnuill. 
Direadh  a  madi  glua  Chuil  Eacbsjdli, 
Dh'  aithnich  mi  oirbh  surd  'ur  tapaidh  ; 
Qed  bha  mo  dhuthaich  'na  laanir, 
'S  eirig  air  a'  chutB  mar  tbaubair. 


PTTbe  Bard  makes  uu  msntiun  of  Uoutruee  iu  his  atiog.  He  gi'ee  all  the  credit 
to  Har  Cbolla  ;  and  without  in  any  wny  detratitiag  from  the  great  Marquif' 
■cildierly  Uld  chivalrous  qualities,  it  must  be  admitted  that  his  DuucesscH  wei'e 
due  M  much  Iu  Macdooald's  Celtic  fire  and  knowledge  uf  the  Gael  as  to  his 
own  gEaenUship.  So  long  as  tlie  Highland  leader  fought  hy  hiii  aide,  ho 
carnal  all  before  him.  Hii  engagementa  without  Mnuduusld's  aid — PbiUip- 
httugb  and  Culnio — were  diMstruu?  lo  biui. 
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night  the  weary  men  lay  under  arms ;  but  ere  the 
early  Sabbath  sun  had  cast  its  beams  over  the 
shoulders  of  Ben-Nevis,  they  sprang  upon  their  foes, 
and  cut  them  to  pieces.  Arj^yll  viewed  the  battle 
from  the  security  of  his  galley,  and  sailed  home- 
wards. Fifteen  hundred  of  his  men  never  left  the 
shores  of  Loch  Linnhe. 

Montrose's  plans  and  prospects  were  now  com- 
pletely changed.  Many  who  had  hitherto  held 
aloof  joined  him.  His  great  victory  helped  the 
Laird  of  Gi-ant  to  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Coveuantei's ;  and  he  sent  him  three  hundred 
men  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  Royalists.'  For  this 
the  Laird's  residence  at  Elchies  was  plundered  by 
the  Covenanters  of  Inverness ;  but  he  had  his 
reward  in  the  hearty  appraliation  of  hia  mother, 
the  Lady  of  Urquhai't,  who  had,  as  we  saw  in 
our  last  chapter,  resisted  his  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  the  Covenant,  and  obstructed  its  progress  among 
her  people.  For  her  loyalty  to  the  King  and  the 
Bishops  she  suffered  much.  With  the  connivance 
of  the  Tutor  of  Glenmorlston  and  other  gentlemen 
of  our  Parish,  a  company  of  the  Covenanting  forces 
at  Inverness  invaded  Urquhart  about  Christmas, 
1644,  robbed  her  of  her  household  and  personal 
effects,  and  drove  her  out  of  the  country.  She 
found  shelter  at  Lesmoir  ;  and  from  that  retreat 
she  now  encouraged  her  son  to  persevere  in 
the  King's  cause,  and  to  avenge  tlie  wi-ongs  which 
they  had  both  sufferetl.     "  Dispense  with  your  goods." 

■  Memuriallfl  of  the  Tnibles,  IJ.,  447. 
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le  wrote  him  on  2ucl  April,   1645,  in  reference  to 

is  loss  at  Elchies,  "by  way  of  care  for  the  loss  of 

lem,  as  I  have  done  with  mine  ;  for,  in  conscience, 

lere  is  not  left  me  worth    one  servit*  to  eat  my 

t  ou.     Yet  think  with  me  upon  a  way  of  repar- 

lion,  and,  ere  long,  you  joining  with  him'  who  is 

^Coming  of  purpose  to   aid  you,    I  believe  in  God 

that  the  Christmas  pie  which  we  have  unwillingly 

swallowed  shall  be  paid  home  at  Easter.     How  soon 

.X   either  see  my    son-in-law    or    hear    any  certain 

jfwonl  from  the  camp,  I  shall  not  fail  to  advertise 

you.      Meanwhile,    be    coui-ageous,    and    remember 

still    how    l)oth    your    mother    and    youraelf   have 

suHered."" 

The  Laird  for  once  accepted  the  advice  of  his 
Spartan  mother.  He  had  already — on  30th  March 
mtered  into  a  bond  with  some  of  his  friends, 
long  whom  we  find  William  Grant  of  Achlayn 
Glenraoriston,  by  which  they  bound  them- 
ves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  support  the 
cause  of  the  King.  His  loyalty  increased,  but  the 
recruits  whom  he  had  sent  to  Montrose  brought  him 
no  credit.  "  Your  men,"  wrote  the  Marquis  to  him, 
"the'  they  were  lyke  to  Jacob's  dayes,  did  not  con- 
tent themselfes  with  that,  bot  bade  and  feu  as  they 
wer,  heave  all  playd  the  runaways."*  Better  stuff 
was,  however,  foi-thcoming,  and  in  May  several 
Urquhart    men,    including    Rob«"rt    Grant,    sun    of 


who  IiihI  miBeii  Ihe  CJoniuni  !vr  the 


■  Utter  kC  Cude  Qra 
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Shewglie,    died    for    tlieir    King   at    the    battle    of 
Auldearn. 

From  the  scene  of  that  conflict  Montrose  marched 
into  the  east  and  south  of  Scotland.  On  the  3i-d  of 
September — a  few  days  before  his  defeat  at  Phillip- 
haugh- — his  Highlanders  left  him  for  the  purpose  of" 
getting  their  winter's  fuel,  and  doing  the  annual  re- 
thatching  of  their  houses.  On  their  journey  home- 
ward they  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Glen-Urquhart, 
and  thence,  in  conjunction  with  Urquhart  men, 
made  incursions  into  the  Aird,  and  carried 
away  many  cattle.  Sir  James  Fraser  of  Bi'ea, 
brother  of  Lord  Lovat,  and  a  keen  adherent  of  the 
Solemn  League,  proposed  to  drive  them  out,  and 
called  for  the  assistance  of  Alexander  Chisholm  of 
Comar — Tlie  Chisholm'— who  held  a  portion  of  his 
estate,  including  Buntait  in  the  vale  of  Urquhart, 
as  vassal  of  Lovat.  Nothing,  however,  was  done. 
Sir  James  blamed  Chisholm,  and  caused  the  follow- 
ing iostrumeut  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  evidence  to  be  used  against  Iiim  in  the 
day  of  the  trimnph  of  the  Covenant  :— 

'  Bruwne,  in  his  History  of  tlie  Hi);lilD.Dd  Clans,  saeera  Kt  the  title  of 
"The  Chirihcilm,"  nliiuh, he  aaj's,  la  "  not  rem&rkftblc  either  fur  i(B  tn>H]«atj  or 
good  tast*,  Riid  which  is  apt  to  provoke  a  amiie  when  it  first  meets  the  oj-o  or 
the  ear  tit  penoaii  not  UKuatotned  to  rach  deSoite  Bud  excluaivG  itppellatiniiB  ;" 
and  one  renowned  rainllier  of  the  cUn  boMled  that  onlj  three  pereonagea 
were  entitled  to  the  dufinite  firtiole— The  Chisholm,  The  Pope,  and  The  Devfl  I 
The  title  ».  however,  a  tranalation  of  "  Ad  Siosalach,"  which  in  ancient  and 
natural  Even  the  translation  can  claim  the  nanction  of  antiquity.  The 
Author  has  found  many  old  docunienia  in  the  Chiaholm  archivea  in  which 
It  ia  uneil,  the  oldest  being  a  "  Dischairge  U>  ye  Chetuolme  for  delyuerie 
[deliverj-]  uff  guidia  [cattle]"  to  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  of  Ctlenorcby,  dated 
17th  Norembcr,  15116,  In  the  pruceecliug^  of  a  ctmrt-toarltal,  held  by  the 
offlcen  of  Cromwell  at  InTemesa,  in  1G54,  the  appellationB  Chisholm  of 
Comar,  The  Cbiahohn,  and  the  Laird  uf  Chiahoim  are  indiiicrimiaat«lj  uaed. 
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"  Apud  Ercheless,  undecimo  die  meyisis  Decemhris, 

^Si5. — That  day  compeirit  Johne  Fraser,  grieve  in 

"ivat,  procurator  for  Sir   James    Fraaer  of  Brey, 

Knight,  before   Alex.   Dunbar,   Notar  Publict,  and 

tfie   witnesses  underwritten,  and  protestit  and  tuke 

instrument  that  Alex.  Chisholme  of  Comar  gave  no 

assjistance  of  his  men  to  the  publict  cause  in  putting 

avway  of  the  publict  enemie  out  of  Urquhart :  for 

thf?  quhilk  cause  John  Fraser  tuke  instrument  In  my 

hOiiid,  Alex,   Dunbar,  Notar  Publict,  dav,  yier,  and 

pWce  above-written,    before    thir    witnesses,    Alex. 

Eraser,    of  Litle    Struy,    John    Grant   of  Oorvony 

LCorrimony],  Mr  Thomas  Howestoun,  with  diverse 

utiiers."' 

But  The  Chisholm  had  his  own  version  of  the 
tale  to  tell,  and  pi'udence  suggested  that  he  should 
state  it  to  the  notary.  That  official  accordingly 
recorded  the  following  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  : — 

'■  The  quhilk  day,  yier,  and  place,  Alex,  Chisolme 
of  Chisolme  of  Comar  compeuit  before  Alex.  Dunbar, 
Notar  Publict  forsaid,  and  the  witnesses  forsaJd,  and 
tuke  instrument  that  he  haid  more  men  upoue  the 
Lord  Lovat's  lands  in  the  campe  still  with  my  Lord's 
men  there  as  [than]  ye  saids  lands  culd  afFoorde. 

"As  also,  the  said  Alex.  Chisolme  of  Comar  tuke 
instrument  in  the  hands  off"  me,  Alex,  Dunbar, 
Notaj-  Publict,  in  presens  ofi'  ye  witnesses  forsaid, 
that  the  said  Alex.  Chisolme  of  Comar  offerjt  to  go 
fith  his  whole  men  in  Straglais  after  the  enemie,  if 

*  Initrument  tX  ErcUesn  Caulle. 
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eo  be  that  Sir  James  Fraser  and  the  rest  of  the  kin 
of  Fraser  wold  go,  quhilk  Sir  James  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  speciaUs  off  the  friends  refussit,  quhilk 
the  said  Alex.  Chisohne  will  qualifie  before  famous 
witnesses :'  all  this  was  done,  day,  yier,  and  place 
foresaid, — Per  me, 

"  Ax.  DUNBAH,  No™™  Pub"-" 

No  legal  proceedings  seem  to  have  followed  on 
these  formal  writs  ;  but  the  Covenanting  zeal  of 
Fiaser  of  Brea  brought  down  upon  his  clan  the 
vengeance  of  Montrose,  who,  on  his  retmii  to  the 
Highlands  after  the  battle  of  Philliphaugh,  dealt  out 
such  chastisement  to  them  that,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  an  eyewitness,'  not  a  horse,  or  a  cow, 
or  a  sheep,  or  a  fowl,  was  left  in  their  country 
from  Inverness  to  Guisachan. 

Montrose  tried,  without  success,  to  take  Inveniess 
from  the  Covenanters.  General  Middletou,  with  an 
army  strong  in  cavalry,  hastened  from  Aberdeen 
to  the  relief  of  the  town,  and  forced  him,  in 
May.  1G46,  to  retreat  into  Strathglass,  and  thence 
by  Glenmoriston,  Kil-Chuimein,  and  Stratberrick 
into  Strathspey.*  In  Glenmoriston  he  had  an 
encounter  with  the  enemy,  in  whicli  Thomas  Dunbar 
of  Boghole  was  slain.'  His  spirits  were  high,  and  his 
hope  of  ultimate  success  strong.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  feelings  of  keen  disappointment  that  he  received 
on  the  last  day  of  May,  a  letter  from  the  King,  who 

'  i,e,,  prove  liefore  witneases  of  gmxl  cliarftcter  or  repuUtion. 

'  Rev.  Jamee  Fmser  of  Wanilaw  or  Kirthill. 

»  WisharfB  Life  o£  Montroae,  2.'.5. 

*  HocordB  of  Syiiod  of  Moray— Minute  of  6th  OcIoImt,  164a. 
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I  "Was  now  virtually  a  prisoner  with  the  Scottish  army 
in  England,  ordering  him  to  disband  his  forces,  and 
laetake  himself  to  the  Continent.  The  command  was 
obeyed,  and  he  lived  an  exile  from  his  country  until 
1650,  when  he  made  that  ill-fated  attempt  on  behalf 
of  Chai-les  the  Second,  which  ended  in  his  defeat  at 
Ciilrain,  and  his  capture  and  execution. 

Charles  the  First  soon  had  reason  to  regret  the 
tsspatriation  of  his  devoted  general.  Weary  of  his 
life  in  the  camp  of  the  Covenanters,  he  resolved 
to  escape,  and  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
Scottish  Royalists.  As  a  preparatory  step  he  sent 
a  private  commission  to  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
emiHJwering  him  to  I'aise  an  ai-my  In  the  North. 
Huntly,  In  whose  household  the  loyal  Lady  of 
Urtjuhart  had  found  shelter,  was  strongly  attached 
to  the  King;  but  hitherto  the  feelings  of  jealousy 
I  -which  he  unhappily  entertained  towards  Montrose 
I'clestroyed  his  usefulness,  and  made  his  loyalty 
of  little  avail.  Now  that  his  rival  was  out 
of  the  way,  he  accepted  the  commission  with 
alacrity.  He  was  not  destined  to  succeed.  The 
King  escaped  from  the  Scots,  but  was  recaptm-ed, 
and  delivered  up  to  the  English  Parliamentary 
Party,  General  David  Leslie,  a  soldier  of  great 
experience  and  ability,  hastened  from  England  to 
Scotland,  in  April,  1647,  to  crush  Huntly,  who,  on 
liis  approach,  reti-eated  through  Badenoch  into  Loch- 
aber,  where  he  disbanded  his  army.  Along  with  his 
son,  and  a  iKxlyguard  of  trusted  adherents,  he  fled 
northward,  followed  by  General  Middleton,  with  a 
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body  of  horse  and  foot,  and  a  company  of  Camerons. 
In  Glenmoriston  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  an 
obstinate  fight  followed,  in  which  many  were  killed.^ 
"  Midltone,"  says  a  writer  of  the  time,  "  by  their 
[the  Camerons']  convoy,  being  brought,  both  with 
his  horse  and  foot,  upon  them  befor  they  conid  stand 
to  their  arms,  they,  with  great  difficultie,  got  my 
Lord  [Huntly]  and  his  Sonne  to  horse  ;  and,  that  he 
might  get  tyrae  to  be  out  of  their  reich,  fourtie  of 
theii'  best  men  stayes  in  the  reir  with  such  curi-adge 
and  valour  and  otffltiuat  resolutione,  as,  if  the  Clan 
Camerone,  cliniing  over  the  rocks,  had  not  incom- 
passed  them,  they  had  mad  the  pass  good,  in  spight 
of  all  their  enimies.  This  pairtie  was  commanded 
by  [Leith  of]  Hearthill,  a  youth  of  tuantie  years,  or 
litle  more,  but  of  such  admirable  valour,  curradge, 
and  dexteritie  in  arms,  as  he  was  amongest  his 
enunies  the  most  redoubted  man  that  followed  the 
Marquise  at  that  tyme.  Being  thus  incorapassed, 
many  of  them  ware  slaine  ;  few  wane  away.  Heart- 
hill  himself  was  taken,  and  Invermarkie  Goi-done, 
with  young  Newtone,  who,  altho  he  wan  frie  at 
that  tyme,  yit  by  means  of  the  Forbeses,  his 
grandam's  kin,  he  was  surprysed  soon  efterwards  ; 
and  both  Hearthill  and  he,  being  about  one  age  and 
dear  comraerads,  ware  soon  efter  had  to  Ediuburghe, 
where  they  ware  both  execute,  for  no  cause  but 
standing  in  defence  of  their  soverain  loi-d's  pre- 
rogative."' 


'  Hemnirs  of  Lochtel. 
*  Pfttrick  Gordon's  Shor 
Caub),  a04-6. 
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Through  the  devotion  of  Harthill  and  Iiia  com- 
panions the  Marquis  and  his  son  escaped  ;  but  he 
was  Boon  afterwards  captured  and  put  to  death. 
His  son.  Lord  Lewis  Gordon,  son-in-law  of  the  Lady 
of  Urquhart,  took  refuge  In  Holland.' 

To  Mary  Ogilv}'  heraelf  the  troubles  of  the  time 
brought  nothing  but  loss  and  vexation  of  spirit. 
We  have  seen  how  her  loyal  enthusiasm  brought  on 
her  the  displeasure  of  the  Covenanters,  and  how, 
when  L^^rquhart  was  occupied  by  the  soldiers  of  the 
Solemn  Ijeague,  she  was  rubbed,  and  driven  out  of 
the  Parish,  with  the  connivance,  if  not  the  active 
assistance,  of  the  Tutor  of  Glenmoristoii  and  the 
leading  men  in  Urquhart.  In  that  letter  which  she 
addressed  to  her  son  on  2nd  April,  she  urged  him  to 
think  with  her  "upon  a  wav  of  reparation,"  and 
expressed  in  a  somewhat  dark  parable  her  belief 
that  she  would  be  restored  to  her  possessions  before 
the  ensuing  Easter.  The  longed-for  restoration  did 
not  come.  Her  son  placed  caretakers  In  the  Castle, 
which,  on  her  death,  was  to  revert  to  himself;  but 
more  than  that  he  did  not  do.  "  My  sufferings," 
she  wrote  him — her  "honorabiU  and  loving  sone, 
the  Laerd  of  Grant,"  as  she  addresses  him — on  8th 
June,    1646,  "have  been    long  from    the  hands  of 

'  A  ruing  grouucl  near  Ceaancroc  is  atill  pointed  gut  aa  the  fii/enc  of  "  tbo 
t«tt)e  lietveea  the  Canicrona  and  the  Oordona."  According  to  t,  Ijleiimoruiton 
U«dttiiui.  Hautif  WM  wverely  wounded,  and  owed  his  life  to  the  bravery  of  & 
Kocluiuild  nF  the  GlisniDoristiHi  race  of  Hoc  Iain  Chaoil,  who  carriet)  liini  on  hi* 
lack  off  the  OeliL  Uuutlv— so  ruuE  the  legeiid~wu  >o  Riled  with  gratituda 
that  he  caaaod  to  be  inscribed  on  the  liatel  of  his  castle  gale  the  wni'ds — 
"  Ctn  blii  Mm  Iain  Chaoil  a  mach,  ague  QordiiDach  a  stigh"— A  Mac  Iiiiii  ChsMl 
ttukU  nut  be  withuut,  uid  »  Oorduu  vrithia  1 
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those  parties  mentioned  in  your  letter  ;  but  ne\-er 
till  this  time  have  I  found  it  resented  by  you.  If 
you  continue  in  your  resolution  to  revenge  it,  you 
wiU  both  clear  your  own  honour  from  much  suspicion 
of  much  indifference  in  matters  concerning  my 
prejudice,  and  purchase  friends  to  assist  you  in  the 
Uke  or  greater  occasions.  There  be  some  of  greatest 
worth  who,  in  respect  of  yoiu-  by-past  coldness,  can 
hardly  be  brought  to  believe  that  now  you  are  in 
earnest ;  so  that  your  own  cai'riage  must  vindicate 
you  from  suspicion.  For  the  Castle,  I  intreat  you 
to  make  those  to  whom  you  have  couci-eadit 
[entrusted]  it  keep  it  well  from  those  rogues  till  our 
further  advisementis  [consultations],  for  howsoever 
I  could  not  be  a  party  to  keep  myself  from  prejudice 
while  the  whole  country  was  enemies,  I  trust  Sir 
James  shall  find  my  friends  of  power  sufficient  to 
right  me  at  his  hands^ — and  if  you  play  youi-  own 
part  you  shall  find  me  your  loving  mother, 

"  Marie  Ogilvy." 
Four  days  later  she  writes  him  again  in  the 
bitterness  of  her  soul^ — "  I  always  knew  the  men  of 
Urquhart  to  be  knaves,  and  I  hope  ei-e  long  to 
make  them  suffer  for  it ;  but" — she  adds  In  i-eference 
to  the  Castle — "  I  beseech  you  to  have  care  of  the 
house  till  you  either  meet  with  me  or  know  mv 
further  intention." 

But  for  Lady  Ogilvy  there  was  no  redress : 
and  before  the  end  of  another  year  death  put  her 
Ijeyond  the  power  of  the  "  knaves"  who  had  so 
terribly  toi-mented  her.     Tlie  Imnlshlps  she  eiidured. 
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and  the  circumstances  connected  with  her  flight 
from  Urquhart,  left  their  impression  on  the 
traditions  of  the  Parish,  which  have  not  yet  ceased 
to  tell  of  her.  When  the  MacPhatricks,'  says  one 
Glenmoriston  legend,  were  owners  of  Culnakirk  and 
other  lands  in  Glen-Urcjuhart,  their  tenants  were 
chiefly  of  the  Clan  Dougall,  and  were  known  as 
Dughallaich  'Ic  Phadruig — the  Macdougalls  of  Mac- 
Phatrick.  Between  those  Macdoujfalls  and  the 
tenants  of  Lady  Ogiivy  there  was  much  enmity,  and 
at  the  funeral  of  one  of  the  family  of  Glenmoriston, 
who  was  buried  at  Kirkhill,  a  desperate  tight  took 
place  between  the  rival  parties.  Of  Lady  Ogilvy's 
men  the  most  distinguished  in  the  fray  was  Am 
Muillear  Mor — the  Big  Miller  of  Wester  Milton. 
The  Macdougalls  swore  vengeance,  and  soon  after- 
wards surprised  and  killed  him  In  his  own  house. 
Irfidy  Ogilvy  and  her  people  were  greatly  incensed, 
and  Dugald  Mac  Ruari  in  Pitkerrald,  the  leader  of 
the  Macdougalls,  had  to  seek  safety  in  the  woods. 
His  wife,  Mairi,  Nighean  Du-Sith — Mary,  daughter 
of  Du-Shee^ — refused  to  inform  his  enemies  of  his 
retreat,  and  by  order  of  Lady  Ogilvy  she  was  seized, 
and  placed  in  the  lowest  vault  of  the  Castle. 
Patrick  Grant,  of  Bealla-Do,  in  Glenmoriston, 
having  heard  of  this,  sent  a  message  to  the  Lady  to 
the  effect  that  if  Mairi  was  not  at  once  released  he 
would  ^ve  her  houses  to  the  flames.     Lady  Ogilvy 

'  MacPlutnck,  or,  mure  correctly,  Mic  'Ic  Pbailruig :  the  pfttnnijmie  of 
the  Liunlf  >'f  Glenmiiriatiiu. 

=  I>u-Sliee :  BiHMrently  llie  DouIb  Shoe  ..f  our  last  ihapter. 


164  UKQUHAKT  AND  GLENMOBISTON. 

gave  no  heed  to  the  threat,  and  Patrick  went  wiiii 
a  party  of  Glenmoriston  men  and  set  fire  to  her 
farm  buildings.  In  great  auger  elie  ordered  her 
people  to  follow  the  fire-raisera  into  their  own  glen 
and  punish  them  ;  but  they  refused,  and  so  con- 
cerned were  they  about  the  safety  of  their  own 
houses  that  they  insisted  on  the  immediate  release 
of  the  prisoner.  The  Lady  was  forced  to  give  way  ; 
but  she  was  so  displeased  with  the  men  of  Urquhart 
that  she  left  the  Glen  and  never  returned.' 

On  Lady  Ogilvy's  death,  the  Laird,  her  son, 
succeeded  to  the  Grant  estate  in  Urquhart.  He 
was  careful  to  preserve  evidence  of  such  eifects 
as  her  representatives  or  creditors  might  claim,  and 
on  27th  June,  1647,  "  honest  men"  from  Strathspey 
made  an  inventory  of  the  "  plenishing,  goods,  and 
gear"  within  the  Castle,  in  presence  of  a  notary  and 
witnesses.  The  whole  was  found  to  consist  only 
of  a  timber  bed.  a  taffil,  or  small  table,  and  a 
form,  in  the  "  chamber  above  the  hall  :'*  in  the  "  valt 
chamber,"  a  timber  bed  and  a  taffil ;  a  boai^d  or 
large  table,  a  form,  a  taffil,  and  a  chair,  in  the  hall ; 
and,  In  the  cellar,  an  old  chest — -"  without  any  kind 
of  other  wares,  plenishing,  goods,  or  gear  whatso- 
ever, in  all  or  any  of  the  said  houses  and 
manor  place  foresaid,  except  allenarly  [only]  bare 
walls ;"  and  the  value  of  the  whole  was  estimated 

'  Acuordtng  to  trwiition,  iC  wa«  in  consequpoce  of  the  feud  between  the 
Big  Hil1<^r  nod  tho  teuautu  of  Culnakirk  th&t  the  mill  of  Euter  Milton  wu 
hunt.  Eaatcr  Miltuu  formed  iwrt  of  tlie  Innds  uf  Cu1tiaik.Lrk,  md  the  mill  ia 
nieatioiied  a*  e^ly  as  164fl.— Mr  Frfcser-MackintoBha  Letters  of  Two 
Cenlurlen,  ]).  53. 
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at  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  Scots  money. ^  Such 
was  the  depth  of  the  degradation  to  which  the  War 
of  the  Covenant  had  reduced  the  old  fortress  which 
a  century  earlier  yielded  a  rich  spoil  of  "  plenishing" 
to  the  Western  invaders,  and  in  which,  two 
centuries  earlier  still,  the  nobles  and  prelates  of  the 
land  were  entertained  with  becoming  pomp  by  its 
proud  constables. 

^  Chiefs  of  Grant,  III.,  341. 


IIRQUHART  AND   GLEXMORISTON'. 


CHAPTER    X. 

lesO— 16BS, 

Lauding  of  Charlen  II, — -He  is  supported  by  the  Laird  of  Grant. — ■ 
Patrick  uf  Clunemore  at  Worcester, — The  Fate  of  hit 
Followers, — Cromwell's  Soldiers  in  the  North.— Glenciiini's 
Rising  for  the  King.— Loohiel  imd  Kenmure  in  Uninhart,— 
Middleton  supersedes  Glen  cairn. — ^  Mid  die  ton  purKued  hy 
Moiiek.— Mouck  iu  Ulenmoriston  and  Kintoil. — Middleton 
Defeated.— Dalziel  r.f  Binns  and  Himself  in  Ulenmoriston 
and  Strathglass. — The  Chisholm  tried  hy  Uourt  martial,  and 
Fined  and  Imprisoned. — The  English  place  the  First 
Ship  ou  Louh  Ness. -The  Story  of  the  Event.— Peace 
and  Prosperity. — The  Restoration. — The  Calerans  Let  Loose. 
— The  Hanging  of  Hector  Maclean. — The  Burning  of  Buiitait. 
— Dispute  between  Glenmoriston  and  Inshes, — Glenmoriatou 
Burns  the  Bams  of  Culcabock. — He  seizes  Inshes  and  keeps 
him  Prisoner, — Is  Apprehended  by  the  Robertsons  of  Struan, 
—The  Dispute  Settled.— Donald  Donn  and  Marj-  Grant— 
Donald's  Career,  Capture,  and  Death. 

After  the  execution  of  the  King,  the  Scottish 
adherents  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant 
invited  his  son,  Charles  the  Second,  to  come  over 
from  Holland,  and  reign  in  his  stead.  Charles 
landed  at  Speymouth  in  June,  1650,  and  was  enthu- 
siastically received.  His  adherents  were  routed  by 
Oliver  Cromwell  at  Dunbar ;  but  a  new  army  sprang 
up,  and  followed  him  into  England,  The  Laird  of 
Grant  sent  him  a  regiment  of  1400  men,  under  the 
command  of  his  brother,  Patrick  Grant  of  Clunemore 
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and  Cluneljeg,  in  our  Parish,  and  provided  witli 
victual  for  forty  days.  At  the  battle  of  Wor,:estei-, 
foug'ht  on  3rd  September,  1651,  the  Scots  were 
totally  defeated.  Patrick  made  his  way  back  to 
LJrquhart,  but  few  of  his  men  were  so  fortunate. 
Many  of  them  fell  in  the  battle.  Some  were  seized 
and  sent  to  the  American  plantations.  Othei-s 
fterished  in  the  attempt  to  reach  their  homes  through 
an  unfriendly  country,  whose  language  they  neither 
spoke  nor  understood. 

After  Worcester  Ciomwell's  soldiers  marched  into 
Scotland,  and  over-ran  the  country.  At  Inverness 
they  planted  a  garrison,  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
awing the  North.  For  a  time  the  remote  clans  held 
out  tor  King  Charles,  Angus  Macdonald  of  Glengarry 
being  especially  zealous.  He  ti-avelled  through  the 
Cameron  and  Macdonald  countries,  and  Urquhart 
and  Strathglass,  stirring  up  the  people  against  the 
Usurper.  His  mission  was  not  without  success  ;  and 
when,  in  September,  1653,  the  Earl  of  Glencairn 
unfurled  the  royal  standard,  he  was  joined  by  Lochlel 
and  many  Highlanders.  The  Earl  was  a  brave 
soldier,  but  an  indifferent  general,  and,  instead  of 
making  a  rapid  rush  on  the  English  with  his  army 
of  5000  men,  he  wasted  his  time  and  his  energy  in 
aimless  marches.  In  January,  1654,  he  sent  Lochiel 
— the  famous  Evan  Cameron — and  Lord  Kenniure,  to 
occupy  our  Parisli  and  Sti'athspey,'  In  the  follow- 
ing March,  he  himself  visited  Glen-Urquhart  and 
Strathglass,  with    1150   horse  and    foot.'     He   was 

'  Military-  Memoirs  of  the  Qteat  Civil  War,  337. 
*  CuoH-Durtikl  priHMediii|{i  oguaaC  Ths  Chislioliii,  &t  Erchlesa  CiutU. 
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Boon  superseded  in  the  chief  command  by  General 
Middleton,  whom  we  last  saw  ti^hting  against  the 
Royahsts  in  Glenmoriston,  but  who  was  now  himself 
on  the  side  of  the  King. 

Middleton  was  not  a  man  to  be  despised,  ami 
General  Monck,  whom  Cromwell  had  just  appointe<i 
Governor  of  Scotland,  resolved  personally  to  take  him 
in  hand.  Having  arranged  that  he  should  be  joined  by 
Colonel  Morgan,  who  was  stationed  at  Brahan,  and 
by  Colonel  Brayne,  who  had  been  dispatched  to 
bring  2000  men  from  Ireland  to  Inverlochy,  he 
marehed  northward  with  a  force  of  horse  and  foot. 
which  included  his  own  regiment,  now  the  famous 
Coldstream  Guards,  At  Rutbven,  in  Badenoch,  he 
received  the  intelligence  that  the  Royalist  leader 
■was  "  about  Glengarry's  bounds  ;"  and  he  started  in 
pursuit  on  20th  June.  On  the  21st  he  reached 
Glenroy,  where  he  burnt  tlie  houses  of  the  people. 
Learning  that  Middleton  was  in  Kintail,  he  hastened 
along  the  Great  Glen,  and  through  Glemnoriston, 
into  the  Seaforth  country.  He  there  found  that 
the  Royalists  had  turned  southward  in  the  direction 
of  Glenelg.  He  gave  up  the  chase,  devastated 
Kintail  with  fire,  and  then  crossed  the  mountains  to 
Glenstrathfarrar,  where  he  was  met  by  Colonel 
Morgan  on  1st  July.  The  fact  that  he  is  next  found 
at  Dunain  on  the  23rd  would  appear  to  show  that 
from  Glenstrathfarrar  he  proceeded  up  Strathglass 
and  down  Glen-Urquhart.  The  Chisholm  had 
been  giving  trouble,  and  it  was  probably  thought 
that   a   demonstration    at  ,  Comai'  would  have   had 
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cb  quieting  effect  upon  him.  From  Iiivemesa, 
Monck  proceeded  southward  by  Slochd-Muic, . 
while  Middleton  crossed  Coniarrack  into  Badenoch 
and  Perthshire,  On  the  19tli,  liowever,  he 
was  surprised  and  defeated  hy  Morgan  at 
Lochgarry,  near  Drumuachdar,  and  he  became  a 
fii^tive  among  the  mountains.'  He  was  in  Glen- 
moriston  in  September,  along  witli  General  Dalziel 
of  Binns,  afterwards  of  pereecuting  notoriety,  and 
three  hundred  men.  From  there  they  went  to 
Strathglaes,  where  they  were  hospitably  entertained 
by  The  Cliisholm.  For  this  otfence  against  the 
Commonwealth  that  chief  was,  in  April,  1655,  tried 
by  court-martial,  fined  ^50,  and  iuipi-isoned  in 
Edinburgh."  He  was  released  on  giving  bonds  for 
his  future  good  conduct,  and  permitted  to  return  to 
his  own  country.* 

The  Highlanders  were  slowly  but  surely  brought 
to  acknowledge  Cromwell's  power.     The    Laird    of 

'  Uuiiubtuliwl  desjaU-h  by  Geoeral  Mnnck  to  Cromwell,  in  Library  at 
Worocalsr  College,  Oxford.  This  ilespAteh—a  long  documeDt  uf  greAt  iiitereat 
in  cauwotion  with  ibe  tii-toiy  of  the  HighliiiiiU—is,  with  other  despntchei 
frotD  Mondi,  la  be  pubtiflhed  in  tha  Vulume  for  1891  9'j!  uf  the  TranBaeCiana  of 
tlic  Gaelic  Sudely  uf  InremeM. 

*  Court- marUal  (jroiwedingB,  at  Erchlma  Castle. 

'  The  Chiahotta's  puaporl,  wh\ch  is  «till  pii»erval  t.t  Ercblen,  ji  iii  Che 
(i>Ilcrwjiig  term*  : — 

"Tlie  Lurd  of  CluiHoIme  belnge  diecharged  hia  impriBODmeut  bf  iht 
tientnS  [Monck]  ht>  esfjeciall  onlor,  aud  haveiuge  given  bandv  rem aiuinge  with 
tuec  aoconlJDge  to  his  Honor'i  directions,  1  therofure  desire  lies  with  his  two 
•erraiild  and  three  horses  m»j  freely  paimc  to  the  place  i>f  hia  abode  liejounde 
InTO-nsit,  aad  riliime  without  let  or  inulestatioD,  the;  behaveioge  them- 
■ehiv*  peaceably  and  quietly.  Uiven  under  my  hand  and  scale  at  Edinburgh, 
this  31cl  May,  13&5.  "  Hbn.  Whali.ev,  Judge- Advocate. 

"  To  all  whom  it  may  ci 
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Grant  gave  several  bonds  for  the  peaceable  behaviour 
of  himself  and  his  tenants;  and  similar  undertakings 
were  given  by  Glengarry  and  other  West-em  chiefc.* 
But  the  soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  were  not 
satisfietl  with  mere  pledges.  They  took  means  to 
open  up  the  country  and  place  it  more  effectually 
under  tlieir  own  influence.  Having  built  the 
Citadel,  or  Sconce,  at  Inverness,  and  planted  a 
garrison  at  Inverlochy,  they  to  some  extent  antici- 
pated the  promoters  of  the  Caledonian  Canal  by 
placing  the  first  ship  on  Louli  Ness,  and  establishing 
regular  communication  between  the  eastern  and 
western  seas.  The  maimer  in  which  the  vessel  was 
brought  to  the  loch  is  recorded  by  two  writers  of 
the  penod.  Richai'd  Franck,  a  litei-ary  trooper  in 
Cromwell's  army,  who  saw  the  ship,  discourses  on 
the  wonderful  achievement  with  amusing  extrava- 
gance in  the  following  dialogue  between  himself 
(Arnoldus)  and  his  friend  Theophilus  : — 

"  TJieophilun — What  new  inviting  subject  have 
we  now  discovered  ? 

Arnoldus — The  famous  Lough-Ness,  so  much 
discours'd  for  the  supposed  floating  island  ;  for  here 
it  is,  If  anywhere  In  Scotland.  Nor  is  it  any  other 
than  a  natural  plantation  of  segs  and  bullrushes, 
matted  and  knit  so  close  together  by  natural 
industry,  and  navigated  by  winds  that  blow  every 
way,  floats  from  one  part  of  the  Lough  to  another, 
upon  the  surface  of  the  solid  deeps  of  this  small 

'  See  Glengwry's  Ijond   for   £2000   in   thp  TrausactioTw  of   ihe  Ga«lic 
■  Society  uf  InvBrnera,  VcA.  XIV.,  7i. 
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Mediterrane  :  and  here  it  is,  in  these  slippery  sti-eaiiis, 
that  ail  English  ship,  by  curious  invention,  was  haled 
[hauled]  over  the  mountains  to  this  solitary  Lough  ; 
brought  hither  on  purpose  to  reclaim  the  Highlander. 

Thecqih. — ^Do  you  romance  or  not,  to  tell  me  that 
an  island  swims  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  and  a  ship 
fluctuates  in  the  midst  of  the  Highlands ;  where 
every  rock  represents  a  Charibdis,  and  every  wave 
threatens  an  inundation;  where  there's  no  harbour 
without  hazard  of  life,  nor  sea  enough  to  promise 
security  to  the  mariner  when  the  winds  mingle 
themselves  with  the  waves  that  wash  tiie  pallid 
cheeks  of  the  polished  rocks  ?  Now  tell  me  that 
can,  where  the  mariner  must  have  berth  (and  the 
passinger  supplies),  in  this  fluctuating  ocean,  when  a 
atonn  arises  to  eclipse  his  eye  from  a  land  discovery  ? 

Am. — If  eve-sight  be  good  evidence,  there's 
enough  to  convince  you  ;  behold  the  ship  ! 

Theoph. — How  came  she  here  ?  Was  she  not 
built  in  some  creek  heieabouts  ? 

Am. — No. 

nifoph.~-By  what  means,  then,  was  she  moved 
into  this  small  Mediterrane  ?  I  solicite  advice,  and 
you  can  solve  the  doubt. 

ArTu — Art  was  both  engin  and  engineer  to 
invite  this  ship  into  this  solitary  Lough. 

Tbfoph,~\i  so,  it's  strange  that  a  vessel  of  her 
force  should  leap  out  of  the  ocean,  and  over  the  hills, 
to  float  in  a  gutter  surrounded  with  rocks. 

.i4ni.^Not  so  strange  as  true,  for  here  she  is. 

T/iectph. — Was  there  a  possibility  of  her  sailing 
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from  the  Citadel  to  this  eminent  Lough-Ness,  when 
a  boat  of  ten  tun  can't  force  her  passage  half-way 
up  the  river?  This  looks  romantick  beyond  the 
ingenuity  of  art,  or  possibility  of  invention, 

Ar)i. — Let  it  look  as  it  will  look,  I  am  sure 


iii-e  i^^H 

pf  thj^l 
^ieate        1 


Theoph. — You  are  sure  it  was  so ;    then, 
resolve  the  point 

Am. — Why,  thus  it  was :  In  the  time  of 
war  betwixt  the  King  and  Parliament,  this  navigate 
invention  was  consulted  by  Major-General  L)ean, 
who,  to  compleat  a  conquest  over  the  Highlanders 
(in  regard  hitherto  the  law  of  a  foreign  Power  had 
never  bridled  them),  he  accomplished  this  new 
navigation  of  sailing  by  land ;  who  contrived  the 
transportation  of  this  fair  ship  (that  you  now  see) 
into  these  torpid  and  slippeiy  streams. 

Tlieoph. — What,  without  sails  ? 

Am. — Yes,  without  sail,  pilot,  card,  or  compass ; 
by  dividing  only  the  ambient  air,  as  formerly  she 
plowed  the  pondrous  ocean.  Nor  was  she  conipell'd 
to  encounter  sea  or  land  in  all  her  passage.  .  . 
A  motion  must  be  had  (that  you'I  grant),  and  means 
considerable  to  move  by  (this  you  must  allow),  which 
to  accomplish,  the  sailers  and  souldiers  equally  con- 
tributed. For  a  regiment  (or  it  may  be  two)  about 
that  time  quartered  in  Inverness,  who,  by  artifice, 
had  fastned  thick  cables  to  her  forecastle,  and  then 
they  got  levers  and  rollers  of  timber,  which  they 
spread  at  a  distance,  one  before  another  ;  whilst  some 
are  of  opinion  these  robust  engineers  ft-amed  a  more 
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artificial  and  politick  contrivance ;  but  thus  it  was, 
and  no  otherwise,  I'le  assure  you ;  save  only  they 
fastned  some  cheeks  and  planks  to  the  solid  sides 
and  ribs  of  the  ship,  the  better  to  secure  her  from 
crushing  upon  transportation. 

Theoph. — And  did  she  pass  in  this  manner,  as 
you  tell  me,  to  this  famous  Ness  ? 

Arn. — Yes ;  she  relinquished  the  brinish  ocean 
to  float  in  the  slippery  arms  of  Ness.  But  to  keep 
ber  steddy  in  her  passage,  and  preserve  her  from 
rocking  and  rolling  by  the  way,  they  consulted  no 
other  project  than  what  I  tell  you  :  save  only  some 
additional  supplies  from  Inverness,  that  with  ropes 
and  tackle  haled  her  along  to  this  very  place  where 
you  now  observe  her.  For  you  are  to  consider  she 
no  sooner  got  motion,  but  by  industry  and  art  she 
was  steer'd  without  a  compass  to  this  remarkable 
Ness,  where  now  she  floats  obvious  enough  to  every 
curious  observer."' 

The  other  writer  who  refers  to  the  event  is  a 
Highlander — the  Rev.  James  Fraser,  minister  of 
Wardlaw,  or  KirkhiU.  Even  he,  Royalist  though 
he  be,  warms  into  enthusiasm  over  the  wonderful 
doings  of  the  English.  They  "  brought  such  store," 
he  writes,  "of  all  wares  and  conveniences  to  Inverness, 
that  English  cloth  was  sold  near  as  cheap  hei-e  as  in 
England.  The  pint  of  claret  went  for  a  shilling  [Scots], 
Thev  set  up  an  apothecary  shop,  with  a  druggist's  ; 
Mr  Miller  was  their  chirurgeon  [surgeon],  and  Dr 
Andrew    Moore    their    physician.     They    not    only 
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civilised,  but  enriched,  the  place.  They  fixed  a 
garrison  at  Inverlochy,  and  carried  a  bark,  driven 
upon  rollers,  to  the  Locheiid  of  Ness,  and  there 
enlarged  it  to  a  stately  frigate,  to  sail  with  provision 
fi^om  one  end  of  the  Loch  to  the  other — Mr  Church, 
governor,  and  Lieutenant  Orton,  captain  of  this 
frigate,  and  sixty  men  aboard  of  her,  to  land  upon 
expeditions  when  they  pleased.  I  happened  myself, 
with  the  Laii'd  of  Streachin,  to  be  invited  aboard  by 
Orton,  where  we  were  civilly  treated.  It  were  vain 
to  relate  what  advantages  the  country  had  by  this 
regiment.  Story  may  yet  record  it,  but  I  only  set 
down  in  the  general  something  of  what  I  was  eye- 
witness."^ 

Indeed,  the  presence  of  the  English  was  an 
unmixed  blessing  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
of  Loch  Ness,  who  now  enjoyed  a  greater  measure 
of  security  and  justice  than  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
themselves  or  their  fathers  since  the  davs  of 
Randolph,  and  Lauder,  and  Sir  Robert  Chisholm. 
For  the  fii'st  time  for  three  centuries  the  men  of 
Urquhart  found  themselves  able  to  lie  down  at 
night  with  the  assurance  that  their  cattle  and 
the  fruits  of  their  labour  would  not  ere  morning 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Western  clansmen.  The 
Laird  of  Grant  and  his  tenants  appreciated  the 
repose  that  had  thus  strangely  overtaken  them, 
and  comported  themselves  so  peaceably  that 
General  Monck,  on  10th  February,  1658,  issued 
an    order   permitting   them   "  to   keep    their    arms 

1  W&ixllaw  MS.,  quoted  in  Dr  Carruthers'  HighlMid  Note-Book. 


t 


OU>EN    TIMJS    IN   THE   PARISH.  l/D 

for  their  defence  until  ftiither  order,  they  doing 
nothing  prejudicial  to  his  Highness  and  the  Com- 
monwealth." The  only  person  in  the  Parish  who 
was  not  at  peace  was  the  minister,  the  Reverend 
Duncan  Macculloch  ;  for  the  heritors  and  parishioners 
deprived  him  of  his  glehe  and  refused  to  pay  his 
legal  stipend,  with  the  result  that  he  got  into 
trouble  mth  his  creditors,  and  neglected  the  duties 
of  his  holy  office.  The  extreme  sectaries  who  had 
brought  peace,  but  not  liberty,  to  others,  had  no 
sympathy  for  poor  Presbyterian  Duncan  Macculloch  ; 
aud  the  unchi'istian  conduct  of  his  persecutoi-s  pro- 
,bably  met  with  their  hearty  approval. 

The  period  of  repose  which  the  people  enjoyed 
came  all  too  soon  to  an  end.  OHver  Cromwell 
died  in  September,  1658,  and  after  the  short  and 
troubled  government  of  his  son  Richard,  Monck 
marched  from  Scotland  to  London  and  brought  about 
the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second.  That 
event  took  place  hi  May,  1660,  amidst  great 
iwjoicingB ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  tidings  of  the 
King's  return  reach  the  Highlands  than  the  "louss 
and  vdle  men"  sprang  from  the  leash  which  had  so 
long  restrained  them,  and  began  their  old  work  of 
harn,-ing  and  cattle-lifting.  Reavers  from  Gleiigariy, 
led  by  Donald  Bain  and  his  son  John  Mac  Donald  Vic 
Gorrie  in  Achluachrach,  carried  away  cattle  from 
the  Laird  of  Grant's  tenants ;  tor  which  spoil  the 
Earl  of  Glencairn,  now  Chancellor  of  Scotland, 
oi-dei-ed  Alasdair  Macdonald,  and  liis  ward,  Alas- 
dair  Mac  Angus  Mhor  in  Achluacln-ach ,  on  whose 
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lands  tlie  Bains  lived,  to  make  restitution  to  tlie 
Bufl'erers.  The  Government,  also,  issued  a  com- 
mission to  the  Laird  of  Grant  authorising  him, 
and  sucli  as  he  should  appoint,  "  with  their  assiatere 
and  followers  to  search,  seik,  tak,  and  apprehend, 
all  such  soi'nei-s,  broken  men,  thieves,  robljers,  and 
others  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  this  Kingdome,  at 
anytyme  comeing,  within  any  place  of  the  bounds 
wher  the  said  Laird  of  Grant  hes  power  or  may 
command  ;  and  for  that  effect,  in  cace  of  resistance, 
with  fiill  power  to  the  said  Laird  of  Grant  and  his 
forsaids  to  convocat  ane  sufficient  and  compitent 
number  of  armed  men,  not  exceiding  the  number  of 
fourty,  for  takeing  and  apprehending  of  the  forsaids 
persones ;  and  being  taken  and  apprehendit,  to  put 
them  in  sure  waird,  firmance,  and  captivity  in  any 
tolbuith  or  wairding-place  within  this  kingdom," 
where  they  were  to  be  kept  until  they  wei-e  tried 
and  punished  according  to  law.' 

The  salutary  effijct  of  these  proceedings  was  to  a 
large  extent  counteracted  by  the  King's  desire  to 
please  those  chiefs  who  had  been  faithful  to  him  In  the 
day  of  his  adversity.  To  gratify  them,  the  Citadel  of 
Inverness  was,  in  1662,  i-azed  to  the  ground — the 
Laird  of  Grant  assisting  in  the  work  of  demolition. 
Crime  and  disorder  immediately  followed  the  disap- 
pearance of  this  last  symbol  of  Cromwell's  power  and 
protection.  The  Earl  of  Moray,  Sheriff  of  Inverness- 
shire,  made  some  efforts  to  restore  respect  for  the  law. 
At  his  request.  Hector  Mac    Alasdair,  a  notorious 

■CliiofBofar^itit,  II.,  21  J  Doiuestic  Aniifttg  of  Scotland,  3rd  Ed.,  II.,  2S3. 
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Iftteran  of  the  Claii  Maclean,  and  one  who  had  slain 
'■Wid  robbed  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  was  appre- 
hended by  The  C'hlsholm,  and  hanged.     Hector,  how- 
wvr,  hAd  relatives  and  friends  who  resolved  to  avenge 
HduH  death.     His  sons.  John  Maol,  Allan,  and  Donald, 
^prith  Donald  Mac  Eweu  Vic  Kenneth,  in  Badenoch, 
■«nd  about  sixty  others,  made  a  descent  on  the  lands 
of  CVoichal  and  Manld,  In  May,  1G63,  and  in  the 
dead  of  night  lifted  forty  cows  belonging  to  Chisholm 
^mul  his  tenants,  and  dnive  them,  by  Glenmoristou 
^hnd  Fort-Augustus,  uito  Badenocli.     The  Chisholms 
B-followed   in  close   pursuit,  and    tracked   the  cattle 
across  Corriarrack.     They  recovered  twenty.     The 
n«t  were  hamstrung  by  the  raiders,  who  escaped  to 
Mbe    mountains.     In    November,  they    appeared  on 
fhishoim's  Glen-Urquiiart  estate  of  Buntait, 
"under  cloml  and  fileme  of  night,"  and  gave  "  four 
I)anis.  full  of  corn,  and  two  houses,"  to  the 
«.     This  was  but  an  earnest  of  what  was  yet 
I  ojme.     On  the  24th  of  March,  lfi64,  the  same 
K>tutir  uvengere  again  appeared,  and  filled  the  poor 
mplu's  cup  of  suftering  to  overflowing,  by  "treason- 
llv  burning  all  the  houses  and  barns  that  were  in 
ehaiU  half  daach  [davach]  of  Buntait,  extending 
b«  mnnber  of  twenty-two  honses  and  barns,  and 
both   oxen,  sheep,  and   gaits  [goats]  that 
)  in  the  said  houses,  and  cruellie  wounding  the 
opl«  that  were  within  the  same." 

The  legal  writs  which  give  these  particulai-s'  are 
put  OH  to  the  distress  that  must  have  followed 
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these  visitations.  The  Chisholm  did  what  he  could 
to  get  the  poor  comforts  of  the  law  for  the  sufferers 
Proceediugs  were  promptly  taken  at  the  instanct 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  himself  against  th« 
offendere,  who  were  cited  to  appear  in  Edinburgl 
on  8th  June,  1664.  They  did  not  obey,  and  wen 
declared  rebels  ;  and  on  the  16th,  a  commission  waf 
issued  in  the  KingV  name,  charging  Lord  Lovat: 
Lord  DufFus ;  Alexander  Fraser,  tutor  of  Lovat ; 
Kenneth  Mackenzie  of  Coul,  and  his  son  ;  Tht 
C^hisholm  ;  Hugh  Fraser  of  Foyers  ;  Hugh  Fraser  o; 
Belladrum  ;  John  Chisholm  of  Buntait ;  John  Grant 
of  Gleumoriston  ;  and  John  Grant  of  Corrimony 
factor  of  Urquhart,  to  convocate  the  lieges  in  arms 
and  to  apprehend  the  rebels,  and  pursue  them  U 
the  death.  "  And,"  adds  the  King,  "  if  m  pursuit  o 
the  said  rebels,  their  assisters  or  complices, 
there  shall  happen  fire-raising,  mutilation,  slaughter 
destruction  of  corns  or  goods,  or  other  inconveniencei 
to  follow,  we  .  .  .  will  and  grant,  and  for  ui 
and  our  successors  decern  and  declare  that  the  sami 
shall  not  be  imputed  as  crime  and  offence  to  ou: 
said  commissioners,  nor  to  the  persons  assisting  then 
in  the  execution  of  this  our  commission."' 

Uutowaixl  circumstances  impeded  the  action  o 
the  commissioners  at  the  very  outset.  The  Chisholm 
to  whom  it  naturally  fell  to  lead  them  against  thi 
outlaws,  was,  unfortunately,  deep  in  debt :  and 
powerful  though  he  was  in  his  own  glens,  and  amon; 
his  own  people,  he  had  to  confess  that  he  could  J 

it  Ercliless  C 


^ss  that  he  coulq.  ^ 

<s  CostJe.  ^1 
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venture  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  estates  without 
running  the  risk  of  incarceration  by  his  creditors. 
He  petitioned  the  King  for  "a  protection  for  his 
person  while  he  is  putting  the  said  commission  in 
execution."*  The  result  is  not  known,  but  the 
probability  is  that  it  was  not  found  expedient  to 
suspend  the  debtors'  laws,  even  in  favour  of  a  High- 
land chief  armed  with  the  King's  mandate,  and  that 
the  burners  of  Buntait  escaped  through  the  pecuniary 
embarrassment  of  their  principal  pursuer. 

The  Government,  in  appointing  John  Grant  of 
Glenmoriston — the  Iain  Donn  of  his  contemporaries 
-one  of  the  commissioners,  acted  on  the  time- 
honoured  policy  of  setting  a  thief  to  catch  a  thief 
Ere  the  ashes  of  the  bams  of  Buntait  were  cold,  the 
barns  of  Culcabock,  near  Inverness,  were  given  to 
the  flames  by  the  fiery  Iain  Donn.  The  Lairds  of 
Glenmoriston  had,  as  we  have  seen,  been  proprietors 
of  Culcabock,  including  Hilton  and  Knockintinnel, 
from  the  days  of  Iain  Mor,  the  first  of  the  family. 
Their  immediate  neighbour  were  the  Robertsons  of 
I^hes,  a  wise  race  who  made  money,  and  lent  it  out 
*t  interest.  When  Patrick  Grant  of  Glenmoriston 
died,  hi  1G42  or  1643,  he  w^as  owing  John  Robertson 
of  Inshes  **  great  sums  of  money."  Patrick's  heir, 
I*ni  Boon,  was  at  the  time  a  minor,  and  he  remained 
^  years  under  the  tutelage  of  his  uncle,  Grant  of 
toineachan.  Inshes,  apparently  before  Patrick's 
death,  began  legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
his  money ;    obtained    a    decree   of   apprising    of 

^  Copy  petition  at  Erchleas. 
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the  baronies  of  Culcabock  and  Glenmoristoii,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  convey  the  estates  to  him, 
subject  to  Iain  Bonn's  right  to  redeem  them  by  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  within  a  certain  fixed  time ;  and 
in  Januaiy,  1645,  was  infeft  in  both  baronies.' 
He  entered  into  possession  of  Culcabock,  and  let  the 
lands  to  tenants ;  but  he  was  unable  to  take  the 
same  course  with  the  young  debtor's  estates  in  oiir 
Parish,  and,  so  far  as  these  were  concerned,  he 
rested  on  his  conditional  title,  until  the  lapse  of  time 
should  make  it  absolute.  He  was  not  allowed  to 
rest  in  peace.  Grant  of  Carron  and  other  friends  of 
Glenmoriston  interested  themselves  in  the  business, 
and  devastated  the  lands  of  Inshes.  Robertson,  how- 
ever, still  adhered  to  his  claims,  and  on  his  death, 
about  1661,  they  were  taken  up  by  his  son  William, 
who  was  infeft  in  the  apprised  lands  in  1662.  But 
Iain  Donn  had  now  reached  manhood,  and  the 
loss  of  his  Inverness  possessions,  and  the  danger 
which  threatened  the  estate  of  Glenmoriston, 
roused  him  to  action.  He  began  in  the  spirit 
of  compromise.  He  proposed  to  relinquish  all 
claims    to  Culcabock    if  young    Inshes    would  pay 

*  loBhei  liao  apprised  Balnwcaftn  (which  OlenmiiriitoD  held  in  wwliEetl, 
and  UleamoriBtoD'a  other  Oleu-Urquhart  pouesnioiu  of  Clunemore  am]  CuIob- 
kirk.  la  reference  to  these  he  wrote  hU  Edinburgh  legal  adviser  in  1046— 
"  You  nhoU  consult  with  your  advucatea  concerning  the  lands  of  Urqubort, 
belongiog  to  Gleiimoristcn,  for  I  uompriseil  Bellatnoka,  the  Clune,  Gulio-kirk. 
and  the  mill  This  Bellauiokn  pays  yearly  400  ^^ert^  holden  of  the  Lainl 
of  Orsjit.  Ho  ia  to  redeem  at  Whitsunday  for  3000  marks.  See  what  coune 
you  will  have  mO  to  do  thereaiient,"  The  mil]  was,  as  it  still  is,  situated  it 
Lower  Milton,  which  formed  part  of  the  lands  of  Culnakirk. — Mr  Fr»aer. 
Mackintosh's  Letters  of  Two  Ceuturiea,  53, 
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eight  or  nine  thousand  merka,  and  dis- 
charge all  claims  upon  Glenraoriston.  Robertson, 
who  had  a  legal  title  to  both  estates,  declined  the 
oifer.  Grant,  finding  his  peaceful  overtures  of  no 
avail,  resorted  to  sterner  measures.  On  the  night  of 
4th  January.  1664,  the  citizens  of  Inverness,  who 
had  not  yet  finished  the  festivities  of  the  New  Year, 
were  attracted  towards  the  south-east  by  a  great 
glare  in  the  sky.  Two  barns  at  Culcabock,  contain- 
ing one  himdred  and  sixty  bolls  of  corn  belonging 
to  Inshes's  tenants,  and  to  forty  bolls  of  which  he 
was  himself  entitled,  as  his  "  femie,"  or  rent,'  were 
in  flames,  and  beyond  salvation.  Night  shielded  the 
incendiaries,  and  they  escaped ;  but  Iain  Donn  and 
his  fiiends  were  suspected,  and  Inshes  openly 
accused  them  of  the  crime.  "  I  am  sorry,"  wrote 
Forbes  of  Culloden  to  him,  on  10th  February,*  "  for 
that  miserable  loss  you  have  sustained,  but  cannot 
think  anywise  of  what  you  write  concerning  the 
actors ;  and  though  you  seem  to  wonder  at  these  of 
Glenmoriston,  always  the  Lord  will  discover  it  in  His 
own  time,  and  I  hope  they  shall  sutfer  for  it." 

Inshes,  who  was  a  clerkly  young  man,  and  a 
Master  of  Arts,  could  also  write  piously  when 
occasion  demanded.  He  wrote  to  the  Bishop  of 
Moray,  on  21st  January,*  that  the  "  malicious  burn- 
ing" is  an  act  "so  barbarous  as  all  Christian  and 
honest  men  will  abhorre,  and  requyres  that  such  course 

■  Letter,  InxbiM  to  Che  BLehop  of  Mura;,  dated  Slat  JaouBi?,  1664,  in 
jn^Mdiion  of  Mr  Fruer- Mackintosh,  M.F. 

'  LetWr  in  Mr  Fnser-Mnckintoeh'a  poe«es»i»ti. 
*  Letter  in  Ur  Fruer-MackiDtoah's  paeaeasinn. 
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l)e  taken  thereaiient  as  may  rather  be  ane  eyesore  than 
ane  encouragement  to  the  wicked ;"  and  he  follows 
up  this  reflection  by  the  practical  suggestluii  that 
the  Bishop  should  order  a  collection  to  be  made 
in  the  parish  churches  within  the  diocese  for 
behoof  of  his  injured  tenants.  "Honoured  and 
loving  Friend,"  replied  the  Bishop,  with  becoming 
sympathy,  "yours  I  receivit,  showing  of  youi*  great 
loiss,  which  ye  have  susteinit  by  the  burneing  of 
your  biggings  [buildings]  and  cornes,  which  trulie 
affectes  my  mynd  to  heir  the  lyk  insulencie  committit 
in  the  land,  and  in  speacial!  haveing  fallen  upon  you, 
or  any  of  yours,  which  I  most  willinglie  wold  repair 
iff  ther  were  any  convenient  way  to  doe  it.  And  as 
to  your  desyre  in  committing  the  perticular  to  the 
province  "- — that  is,  to  have  a  collection  made—"  it 
is  a  thing  that  is  not  usuall  nor  hansome,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  done  efter  that  maner.  But  once 
the  nixt  week  [is  past],  I  purpose,  be  the  Lord's 
mercies,  to  see  you  at  Inverness  myselff,  at  which  we 
shall  speak  of  it,  and  consider  iff  ther  can  be  any 
other  way  that  may  doe  better.  Till  which  tyme,  I 
committ  you,  with  the  rest  of  our  relationes,  to  the 
protection  of  the  Almightie  God,"' 

The  "other  way,"  if  devised,  was  not  effectual 
The  Laird  made  no  concession  to  Glenmoriston,  and 
the  latter  dealt  him  another  secret  blow.  On  20th 
March,  "  the  great  barn-yards  of  Culcabock,  belong- 
ing to  Inshes,"  writes  the  contemporary  minister  of 
K.irkhill,^   "  and    three    men,   were    all    set    on  fire. 

'  Letter  ill  Mr  Frs8ur-Uackinto«b'e  po8se«sioiL 
'  WardUw  US.,  quoted  in  Dr  Csmithen'  HigUuid  Note-Book. 
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Eleven  stacks,  about  teu  at  night,  all  in-ecoverably 
burnt.  It  made  such  a  dreadful  flame  as  put  Inver- 
ness in  a  consternation,  beinj;  so  near." 

Robertson,  howe%'er,  still  continued  to  liold  out, 
and  his  opponent  now  resolved  to  seize  his  person, 
and  keep  him  captive  until  the  terms  offered  him 
were  agreed  to,  Glenmoriston  sought  the  aid  of  his 
relative.  Bailie  Finlay  Fraser  of  Inverness,  to  whom 
he  wrote  on  12th  August — "Worthy  and  much 
Respected  Cousin, — If  you  remember,  when,  as  I 
sent  your  messenger  to  the  Goodman  of  Inshes,  you 
totd  nie  that  Inshes  could  not  meet  with  me  upon 
our  particular  till  Lammas  were  past.  Now,  I  request 
he  would  be  pleased  to  be  at  Castle  Spiritual  [Caisteal 
Spioradan,  at  the  east  end  of  Loch  Ness]  upon  Satur- 
day, being  20th  instant,  when  I  shall  bring  three  or 
four  iriends,  whereby  we  may  take  Inshes  by  way  of 
ceremony  in  our  particular,  and  afterwards  it  may 
happen  his  iriends  may  move  some  occasion  of  settle- 
ment, ThuB,  till  your  positive  answer,  I  remain, 
your  very  loving  Cousin, — J.  Grant.'" 

The  Bailie  appears  to  have  gone  about  the  delicate 
business  entrusted  to  him  with  the  tact  and  zeal 
which  his  affection  to  his  cousin  demanded;  and,  with 
the  innocent  assistance  of  Brodie  of  Brodie  and  John 
Forbes  of  Culloden,  a  meeting  of  tlie  laii-ds  was 
brought  about  on  23rd  August — not  at  Caisteal 
Spioradan,  but  at  Inverness.  Inshes  was  accom- 
panied by  "  tlu'ee  civil  gentlemen" — -to  wit,  Alexander 
Cuthbert,    Provost  of  Inverness,   Robert  Ross,   ex- 

'  Letter  printed  in  /ncernaM  Covner,  5tli  March,  1S45. 
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Provost,  and  Culloden.  Glenmoriston  had  a  retinue 
of  a  dozen  or  sixteen  men  ;  but  these  he  concealed  in 
an  ale-house  until  their  services  were  required.  The 
gentlemen  passed  the  ailemoon  pleasantly  enough 
in  one  of  the  "closes"  of  the  Highland  Capital  ;  but 
no  great  progress  was  made  with  the  work  of  recon- 
ciliation, and,  just  as  they  were  about  to  separate, 
Iain  Donn  suddenly  called  his  men,  and  pulling 
Inshes  otf  his  horse,  galloped  off  with  him  to  Glen- 
moriston. Next  morning,  Culloden,  greatly  shocked, 
wrote  Sir  Hugh  Campbell  of  Cawdor,  giving  an 
account  of  the  affair.  "  My  Lord  Brodie,"  said  be, 
"  having  spoken  to  me  the  other  day  at  the  burial, 
anent  the  particular  of  the  Laird  of  Glenmoriston 
and  Inshes,  and  wished  me  to  interpose  with  Insh^ 
for  a  settling,  to  the  end  that  any  composition 
[coniproraiae]  which  might  have  been  had  should 
have  come  your  Honour's  way,  I  do  profess  this  was 
the  only  cause  why,  in  a  manner,  I  insinuated  niyseli' 
in  that  affair ;  whereupon  a  tryst  is  drawn  on,  and 
having  spent  the  whole  afternoon  yesterday  in  the 
close,  even  as  we  were  parting,  and  some  of  us  come  a 
pretty  way  off,  without  as  much  as  a  cross  word,  or 
the  least  occasion  of  offence  offered,  Glenmoriston, 
with  the  number  of  twelve  or  sixteen  men,  whom  be 
had  all  the  time  lying  down  in  an  ale-house  near  the 
place,  rushed  forth  upon  the  young  man  Inshes,  just 
as  he  was  taking  good-night  of  the  laird,  and  turned 
him  off  his  horse,  and  carried  him  prisoner  to  the 
Highlands,  as  would  appear,  till  they  extort  that 
from  him  by  violence  which  friends  could  easily  have 
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persuaded  him  to  have  given.  This  wicked  and  bar- 
barous kind  of  procedure,  under  pretext  of  friendship, 
and  even  while  friends  are  travelling  betwixt  them  for 
an  accommodation,  should  (I  think)  be  argument 
sufficient  to  persuade  all  gentlemen  to  resist  it,  and 
particularly  your  honourable  self.  Wherefore  I  have 
thought  fit  to  give  you  notice,  knowing  you  have 
influence  upon  these  men,  to  the  end  your  Honour 
may  use  your  own  moyen  [influence]  with  them,  and 
in  your  own  way,  to  get  the  poor  man  released,  who, 
I  hear  say,  would  have  been  content  to  have  made 
yourself  or  any  honest  man  judge  to  what  satisfac- 
tion he  should  have  given  them.  The  sooner  this 
be  done  the  better  for  preventing  of  their  further 
barbarity.  I  need  say  no  more,  only  the  abuse  is  so 
gross,  and  the  preparative  of  so  bad  a  consequence, 
as  of  itself  it  calls  for  the  assistance  of  all  good  men, 
condign  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  offenders, 
even  to  the  terror  of  others  who  might  offer  the  like 
again."* 

Cawdor,  who  was  related  to  Glenmoriston, 
interested  himself  in  the  matter,  and  in  the  end 
Robertson  undertook  to  jjay  his  captor  seven 
thousand  merks,  and  was  released.  But  Iain  Bonn's 
offence  was  too  heinous  to  be  ignored  by  the 
authorities,  and  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council 
he  was  apprehended  by  the  Earl  of  Moray,  Sheriff* 
of  Inverness-shire.  He  contrived  to  escape,  only 
to  be  captured  and  taken  to  Edinburgh  by  the 
Kobertsons    of    Struan,    who   had,    in    true    High- 

'  Thmnee  of  Cawdor,  817  ;  Invemeu  Courier^  5th  March,  1845. 


186  UKQUHART   AND    GLENMORISTON. 

land  fashion,  espoused  the  cause  of  their  northern 
clansmen.  The  circumstances  of  his  arrest  and 
subsequent  release,  are  related  in  a  letter  addressed 
by  James  Fowler,  of  Inverness,  on  16th  October. 
1666,  to  Inshes,  who  was  then  in  Edinburgh: — "I 
doubt  not  but  ye  have  heard  of  Glenmoriston,  that 
he  was  appreliended  by  the  Robertsons  of  Athole, 
and  carried  to  the  Justice-General,  who  takiug  pity 
on  him,  and  also  the  gentlemen  that  apprehended 
him  taking  pity  on  him,  did  dismiss  him,  upon  his 
bond  to  appear  at  Cluuy,  in  Badenoch,  against  the 
2nd  of  November,  with  two  of  his  friends,  when  they 
ai'e  to  meet  him  with  two  of  their  friends,  for  taking 
cognisance  in  the  assault  and  debate,  and  for 
removing  of  the  same.  The  forfeit  is  six  thousand 
merks.  You  would  do  well  to  advise  with  your 
friends  in  Athole,  and  send  an  express  to  them  ;  for 
once  that  people  has  espoused  your  quan-el,  they 
will  not  see  you  misused,  but  will  serve  you  to  the 
full.  Therefore,  they  should  not  lie  met  with 
ingratitude  or  forgetful  ness."' 

The  negotiations  for  a  settlement  now  proceeded 
smoothly,  and  early  in  1666  they  were  brought  to  a 
successful  termination.  Iain  Donn  agreed  to  relin- 
quish whatever  right  he  had  to  Culcabock,  while 
Inshes  granted  to  him  a  bond  for  seven  thousaDd 
merkS;  undertook  to  discliarge  him  of  the  con- 
sequences of  his  illegal  conduct,  and  gave  up  all 
claim  to  the  barony  of  Glenmoriston.^    The  agi'eement 

'  Letter  in  Ur  Eraser- MHckiiiUeh's  posseetrioii. 
'  Mcmor&nduna,  holngroph  of  Inahcs,  in  Mr  Frwcr-Hackititiwb'a  [niahesBiriii. 
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was  duly  carried  into  efl'ect.  lushes,  on  25th  May, 
1666,  "  fully,  freely,  perfectly,  lovingly,  and  finally  " 
discharged  Glenmoriston,  and  his  tenants  and 
servants,  and  promised  to  "entertain  love,  peace, 
and  amity"  towards  them  ;'  and  on  9th  March,  1668, 
Glenmoriston  grantefl  Robertson  a  formal  deed  of 
corroboration  of  hia  right  to  Culcabock ;  and  thus 
the  loug-standiug  quarrel  happily  came  to  an  end, 
Iain  Donn  lost  the  Inverness  possessions  of  his 
family,  but  he  saved  Glenmoriston  and  his  lands  In 
Glen-Urquhart,  which  Robertson's  apprising  had  been 
threatening  for  upwards  of  twenty  years. 

Of  the  many  wild  adventurers  who  flourished  in 
the  seventeenth  century  the  most  renowned  was 
Domhnull  Donn  Mac  Fhir  Bohuutuinn.  Donald, 
»ho  was  a  son  of  Macdonald  of  Bohuntin,  in  Brae- 
Lochaber,  and  a  contemporary  of  Iain  Lorn,  who 
ffituessed  and  sang  of  the  battle  of  Inverlochy, 
looked  upon  cattle-lifting  as  legitimate  warfare,  and 
on  the  reaver's  trade  as  a  gentleman's  calling.  He 
was  the  Rob  Roy  of  his  generation  ;  but  he  had  more 
poetiy  in  his  soul  than  the  famous  Macgregor  had, 
and,  although  his  deeds  brought  him  in  the  end  to 
the  heatlsman'a  block,  he  died  with  the  reputation 
of  never  having  injured  a  poor  man,  or  imbued  his 
hands  wantonly  in  human  blood.  The  scenes  of  his 
adventures  extended  from  Breadaliiane  to  Caithness, 
and  his  custom  was  to  make  rapid  journeys,  with  a 
few  kindred  spirits,  by  the  least  known  mountain 
■taacks,  and  to  swoop  down  upon  the  cattle  of  the 

'  Deeil  with  Mi'  FrHser-UackiaUiah. 
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lairds  and  tucksmeii  where  he  was  least  expected. 
He  was  aided  and  abetted  hy  the  smaller  tenants 
and  cottars,  to  whom  he  extended  his  protection  and 
lavish  generosity.  An  ardent  wooer  of  the  High- 
land muse,  he  beguiled  the  tedium  of  the  march 
and  the  loneliness  of  the  night  watch  by  weaving 
delightful  Gaelic  lyrics — love  songs  principally, 
which,  however,  give  vivid  glimpses  of  the  life  he 
led. 

To  our  Parish,  as  we  learn  from  tradition  and 
his  songs,  he  was  a  frequent  and  not  unfriendly 
visitor ;  for  on  one  of  his  journeys  he  met 
and  loved  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Laird  of  Grant, 
who  resided  at  the  time  in  Urquhart  Castle.  Donald 
was  a  gentleman,  and  a  gentleman's  son,  and  the 
lady  reciprocated  his  tender  feelings  ;  but  her  father 
refused  to  have  him  for  his  son-in-law,  and  forbade  all 
intercourse  between  them.  They,  however,  found 
opportunities  of  meeting  secretly  on  the  wooded 
banks  of  Loch  Ness.  On  one  of  these  occasions  he 
left  his  companions  on  the  farm  of  Borlura,  with  a 
herd  of  cattle  which  he  had  lifted  in  Ross-shire. 
During  his  absence  the  owners  appeared  and 
claimed  the  cattle,  among  which  was  a  white 
cow  which  they  readily  identified.  The  Laird  of 
Grant,  called  upon  to  explain  how  the  reavers  hail 
found  shelter  so  near  liis  residence,  was  very  angry, 
and  swore,  "  Bheir  an  Diabhal  mise  a  mo  bhrogan 
mar  teid  DomhnuU  Donn  a  chrochadh  !" — "  The  Devil 
may  take  me  out  of  my  shoes,  if  Donald  Donu  is 
not  hanged  !"     Donald,  pursued  by  the  soldiere  from 
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the  Castle,  but  still  anxious  to  be  near  Mary  Grant, 
betook  himself  to  an  almost  inaccessiljle  cave  in  Glaic- 
RuUlh-Bhacain,  on  the  Ruisklch  side  of  Alt-Saigb, 
which  is  still  known  as  Uamli  Dhombnuill  Duinn- — 
Donald  Donn's  Cave.  There,  safe  from  his  pursuers 
and  their  sleuth-hounds — coiii  duhh  Eadailteach — 
black  dogs  of  Italy — he  passed  his  time  in  the 
company  of  Glenmoriston's  herdsmen  from  across  the 
bum  of  Alt-Saigh,  or  composing  songs  in  praise  of 
Mary  and  the  wilds  that  gave  him  shelter.  But  his 
place  of  retreat  was  discovered  by  his  pureuers,  who, 
unable  to  approach  him  in  the  cave,  sent  him  a 
message,  as  if  from  Mary,  proposing  an  interview  at 
the  house  of  a  certain  individual,  who  was  repre- 
sented to  be  her  trusted  confidant.  Eager  to  meet 
her,  he  repaired  to  tlie  house  at  the  appointed  hour. 
He  was  hospitably  received  by  the  supposed  friend, 
who  promised  that  the  lady  would  soon  appear. 
While  Donald  awaited  her  arrival,  the  cuach  was 
sent  speedily  round,  and  in  his  excitement  he  drank 
deeply.  At  last,  and  at  a  signal  from  his  treacher- 
ous host,  his  enemies,  to  the  number  of  sixty-three, 
as  he  himself  states  in  one  of  his  songs,  rushed  in, 
and  endeavoured  to  seize  him.  Starting  to  his  feet, 
and  grasping  his  gun,  he  fii'ed  at  them;  but  the 
weapon  also  played  false,  and  missed  fire.  Striking 
ftiriously  at  them  with  the  butt-end  of  the  gun,  he 
fought  his  way  out  of  the  house,  and  ran  for  his 
life.  But  he  slipped  and  fell,  and  was  taken  and 
lodged  in  the  Castle  dungeon.  Convicted  of  the 
crime  of  cattle-stealing,  he  begged    for  on^  favour 
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before  sentence  of  death  was  passed  upon  him — he 
asked  that  he  should  be  beheaded  like  a  gentleman, 
and  not  hanged.  His  prayer  was  granted,  and 
sentence  was  pronounced  accordingly :  whereupon 
he  exclaimed — "The  Devil  will  take  the  Laird  of 
Grant  out  of  his  shoes,  and  Donald  Donn  shall  not 
be  hanged !" 

The  short  period  which  passed  between  his 
sentence  and  his  death  was  occupied  by  him  in  com- 
posing songs  of  exceeding  sadness,  which  tell  the 
tale  of  his  love  and  capture.  At  the  place  of 
execution — Craigmonie — his  thoughts  were  of  his 
beloved ;  and  the  legend  tells  that  as  his  severed 
head  rolled  from  the  block,  his  tongue  uttered  the 
appeal,  "Tog  mo  cheann,  a  Mhairi!" — "Mary,  lift 
my  head  !"^ 

^  Sec  Appendix  E  further  as  to  Donald,  and  his  references  to  Urquhart. 


OLDEK    TIMES-IN   THE    PARISH 


CHAPTER  XI. 


The  Laird  of  Grant's  Chamberlain  Killed  hy  Mackay  of  Achmonie, 
— Mackay  forced  to  Surrender  Achmooie  to  the  Laird.— 
Fatal  Fight  in  Sloclid-Muic.^Achmonie  conferred  on  WilliHm 
Grant. — Restored  to  the  Macknya. — Thomas  Grant  of  Balmo- 
caan.— CuldntheVs  Raid  on  Borliim.— The  Castle  Repaired.— 
The  Monmouth  RebeUion. — Unsettled  State  of  the  Country. 
— The  Men  of  Un^diart  aiid  Glenmoriaton  support  King 
Jiuuca. — Tlie  Revolution. — The  I^aird  of  Grant  supports 
William  aaii  .Mary. — The  Men  of  Urquhart  nnd  Glenmoriaton 
adhere  to  James. — Dundee's  (^arapaigu. — The  Cumerong" 
Raid  on  Unjuhart. — Quarrels  in  Dundee's  Camp.^Killi- 
cnmkie. — Adventures  of  Men  of  Urqulmrt  and  Gleiiinoriston 

I  in  the  Battle.  —  Iain  a'  Chragain's  Troubles.  —  lover- 
I  moriston  House  Burnt,  and  Gleumoriston  Devastated^ 
I  A  Whig  Garrison  in  Urquhart  Castle, — The  Castle  Besieged 
I  by  the  Jacobites. — Supplies  for  the  Garriaon.— The  Haughs 
I  of  Cromdale.^-CIose  of  the  War. 
Aboct  the  year  1670  an  event  occurred  in  Glen- 
Urquhart  which  added  a  chapter  to  the  story  of 
our  Parish,  and  involved  the  family  of  Achnionie 
in  much  trouble.  The  Laird  of  Grant's  chamber- 
lain— a  man  of  the  name  of  Grant,  who  resided  in 
Strathspey— appointed  the  mbd,  or  rent-collection 
court.,  to  be  held  on  a  certain  day  at  Kil  St  Ninian,  or 
Temple  House.  The  chamberlain  did  not  appear  at 
the  appointed  time,  and  while  the  people  waited  forliim 
they  drank  freely  at  the  expense  of  the  gentlemen 
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of  the  Glen,  among  whom  Gillies  Mackay  of  Acb  - — 
monie  was  prominent ;  and  when  Grant  arrived  h^S 
found  them  excited  and  quarrelsome.     The  m6d  was,^ 
however,  proceeded  with,  and  closed  ;  and  thereaflec^ 
the   gentry  and    tenantry  were  entertained  in  the 
usual  manner  in  the  j^range  barn.'     All  sat  late  and 
drank  heavily,  and  as  the  houra  passed  the  disposi- 
tion to  quarrel  increased — the  Grants  and  such  as 
were  not  of  that  name  taking  opposite  sides  in  the 
disputes,  as  was  their  wont.     An  insulting  epithet 
which  the  chamberlain  applied  to  themenof  Urquhart 
brought  the  tumult  to  its  height.     Every  man  started 
to  his  feet,  and  drew  his  dirk.     In  an  instant  the 
torches  which  served  to  light  the  barn  were  extin- 
guished ;  and  high  above  the  shouts  that  followed 
was  heard  the  death-cry  of  the  chamberlain,  who  had 
been  stabbed  to  the  heart. 

By  whom  the  fatal  thrust  was  given  no  one  could 
tell,  but  next  morning  Achmonie's  dirk  was  found 
red  with  blood.  Time  passed,  however,  and  no  step 
was  taken  to  bring  home  the  crime  to  him,  or 
to  subject  him  to  the  punishment  for  which 
It  called.  But,  after  the  lapse  of  many  months,  the 
Laird  of  Grant  invited  him,  as  he  had  often  done 
before,  to  a  hunt  in  Strathspey.  The  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  Mackay  and  a  few  attendants 
journeyed  to  Castle  Grant.  They  were  hospitably 
entertained  the  first  day ;  but,  early  on  the  second, 
Achmonie's  room  was  entered  by  an  armed  band, 
headed  by  the  Laird,  who  informed  him  of  his  know- 

'  See  foutnote,  p.  1 14  lupra. 
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ledge  of  his  guilt,  and  intimated  that  he  must  yield 
his  lauds  or  his  life.  The  Laird  meant  what  he 
said,  and  Mackay  was  compelled  to  surrender  the 
estate — on  the  understanding  that  it  should  be 
lestored  to  him  as  vassal  of  the  Laird. 

No  sooner  was  the  business  arranged  than  the 
lAirds  illegitimate  son,  whose  mother  had  become 
the  wife  of  the  unfortunate  chamberlain,  entered 
tiie  room  in  which  the  Laird  and  Mackay  were, 
wd  demanded — "  Ciod  tha  mise  dol  a  dh'  fhaighinn 
^UTBon  eirig  mo  bhobug :"  "  What  am  I  to  receive 
«8  my  stepfather's  emcf'^  The  Laird  bade  the 
young  man  hold  his  peace ;  but  he  was  not  thus  to  be 
put  off  As  Achmonie  and  his  men  passed  homeward 
through  the  gorge  of  Slochd-Muic  he  suddenly  fell 
upon  them  with  a  number  of  the  factor  s  relatives 
4nd  friends.  Several  were  killed  on  both  sides  ;  and 
of  the  Urquhart  men  Achmonie  and  one  other  only 
escaped. 

The   surrendered    lands    were   conferred  by  the 

Laird  on  William  Grant,  of  the  family  of  Glenmoris- 

ton,  whom  we  find  in  possession  of  them  in  1677} 

and  as  late  as  1691.     Gillies  Mackay  did  not  live  to 

see  the  promised  restoration ;  but  the  promise  was 

fulfilled   on    24th   May,    1721,   when  his  son  John 

dbtained  from  Sir  James  Grant  a  feu-disposition  of 

the  estate,  which  was  thereafter  held  of  the  Laird  of 

jrrant,  instead  of  under  the  Bishops  or  the  Crown, 

uB  in  the  past.^ 

'  Eric  :  compensation  for  death  or  injury. 
'  Disposition  at  Castle  Grant. 
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Notwithstanding  the  ungenerous  treatment  tbat:=: 
Lady  Ogilvy  had  received  in  Glen-Urquhart,  two  o^F 
her  sons,  when  they  grew  up  to  man's  estate,  elected^ 
to  settle  there,  among  the  scenes  of  their  childhood. 
Patrick,  who  commanded  the  Grant  Regiment  at 
the  battle  of  Worcester,  possessed  Climeniore  and 
Clunebeg,  while  his  brother  Thoraas^the  Tomas 
Dubh  of  his  own  time — held  Balmacaan,  where  his 
portrait  is  still  preserved,  and  succeeded  the 
slain  factor  as  chamberlain  of  Urquhart.  He 
found  much  to  worry  and  annoy  him.  In  1675  his 
brother,  Major  George  Grant,  gave  him  great 
offence  by  entering  his  territory,  under  cover  of  a 
commission  to  suppress  robberies  in  the  Highlands, 
and  taking  away,  without  his  authority,  farm  stock 
from  the  lands  of  Borlum-more.  In  December  of 
the  same  year,  Malcolm  Fraser  of  Culduthel  and  his 
brothers,  Alasdair  Roy  and  John  Bnle,  made  a 
audden  raid  on  Borlum,  and  lifted  sixty  ewes,  thirty 
lambs,  four  horses,  four  mares,  twelve  cows,  one  ox, 
one  stirk,  and  ten  ells  of  linen,  belonging  to  the 
tenants,  Donald  Og  Mac  Dhomhnuill  and  Alaedair 
Mac  Dhorahtiuill  Vic  Iain  Dui,  alias  Macdonell,  who 
afterwards  sought  redress  in  the  Court  of  Session.' 
In  1676  the  chamberlain  repaired  the  Castle,  at  a 
cost  of  200  merks° — the  last  repairs  probably  it  ever 
received,  for  troublous  times  soon  overtook  the 
Jincient  fortress.     Next  year  he  appears  at  a  Presby- 


^  Act  and  Comminsioii,  Donald  Oig  v.  t'neert,  nt  CmII*  OninL 

*  Letter  from  Williniu  Trent,  Inveniefte,  dated  liOth  April,  1676,  ftt  CuLlo 
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t^rial  visitation  of  the  old  church  of  Kilmore  as  an 
^  ^<ier  of  the  Parish ;  but  even  there  he  found  no  peace, 
for  the  harmony  of  the  meeting  was  disturbed  by  a 
dispute  between  Grant  of  Corrimony  and  the 
Camniings  of  Dulshangie,  regarding  an  encroach- 
ment by  Corrimony  on  a  grave  within  the  church 
Iwloriging  to  the  Cummings.'  And  in  October,  1678, 
lie  and  his  neighbours,  John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston, 
Joiin  Grant  of  Coineachan,  and  John  Grant  of  Corri- 
ruony,  and  a  host  of  other  "  heads  and  branches  of 
families "  throughout  the  Highlands,  were  required 
by  royal  proclamation  to  repair  to  Inverlochy,  and 
give  bonds  for  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  themselves 
nd  their  tenants  and  servants.^ 

The  people  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  were 

lOt  immediately  affected  by  the  persecutions  of  the 

lovenanters  which  disgraced  the  reign  of  Charles 

3  Second.     The  minister  and  his  flock  conformed 

»  Episcopacy,  and  there  was  no  suffering  within  the 

Parish  for  conscience'  sake.     But  when,  after  Charles' 

death,  the  Covenanters,  led  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 

attempted  to  place  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  on  the 

throne,  the  men  of  Urquhart  and  Glerunoriston  and 

their  neighbours   were  called    upon  to   show  their 

loyalty  to  King  James  the  Seventh.     In  June,  1685-, 

Lord  Strathnaver,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Royal 

troops,  issued  an  order  from  the  heights  of  Di-um- 

uachdar,  commanding  the  Master  of  Tarbat,  with  hift 

men,  and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Beaufort,  with  the  men  of 


Rcoords  of  Presbyter;  of  luTemw 
*  Antiquarnn  Noteg,  188. 


196 


UBQUHART  AKD   GLENMORISTON. 


\ 


the  Aird,  and  Sir  Robert  Gordon  of  Gordonstown, 
with  the  Frasers  of  Strathemck,  the  men  of  Urquharfc 
and  Gleninoriston,  and  those  of  the  Castle  lands  of 
Inverness,  to  join  the  Duke  of  Gordon  in  a  proposed 
expedition  into  Argyllshii-e.'  The  collapse  of  the 
rebellion,  and  the  execution  of  Monmouth  and  Argyll, 
rendered  the  expedition  unnecessary ;  but  the  pre- 
parations which  had  been  made  for  the  war  greatly 
disturbed  the  North.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Inverness,  held  on  10th  June,  the  minister 
of  our  Parish  and  other  clergymen  v^'ere  absent, 
because  they  "  could  not  wait  upon  the  diet,  consi- 
dering the  great  stirs  that  was  in  the  country  in 
respect  of  the  preparation  to  His  Majesty's  host."* 
The  failure  of  the  insurrection  gave  the  Presbytery 
unbounded  joy;  and  on  the  13th  of  August  our 
Paiisli  joined  in  observing  a  day  of  solemn  thanks-  , 
giving  "  for  the  happy  and  successful  suppi-ession. 
of  the  rebellion  in  both  kingdoms."' 

But  the  observers  of  the  fast  cried  "  Peace,  iieace."! 
when  tliere  was  no  peace.  While  the  Covenantei-s  q 
the  Lowlands  were  hunted  down  by  the  EpiscJ 
palians,  the  Highlands  continued  to  be  torn  wilff 
clan  strifes  and  cateran  outrages,  A  meeting  F 
Presbytery,  held  at  Inverness  on  5th  Septemli 
1688,  was  attended  only  by  the  ministers  of  InJ 
ness  and  Kirkhill,  "all  the  rest  absent,  someT 
reason  of  the  great  stirs  that  were  in  the  coul 
anent  the  late  rebellion,  and  bloodshed  in  Lochaj^ 

'  Dunbar's  SouiftI  Life  (Klrsb  Series),  p.  310. 
'  Records  of  InverneBa  PreBbytery,        '  IbiiL        *  Ibid. 
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— an  allusion  to  the  sklmaish  at  Mulroy.     Before  the 

end,  of  the  year  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed  in 

England,  and  drove  James  off  the  throne.     James* 

cause  was  taken  up  by  John  Graham  of  Claverhouse, 

Viscount  Dundee,  who,  following  the  example  of  his 

great  namesake  Montrose,  placed  himself  at  the  head 

of  a  Highland  army.     He  was  opposed  by  General 

Hugh  Mackay,  a  Sutherlandshire  soldier  who  had 

Won  the  confidence  of  the  Prince  of  Grange  during 

a  long  military  career  on  the  Continent. 

'  To  the  Covenanters,  Dundee  was  evil  incarnate 

I         ^the  "  Bloody  Claverse,"  who  had  sold  his  soul  to 

Satan,  and,  as  part  of  the  paction,  was  wading  his 

k^ay  to  the  realms  of  darkness  through  the  blood  of 
*ie  saints.     To  the  Highlanders,  on  the  other  hand, 
Jie  Was  the  great  Iain  Duhh  nan  Cath — Black  John 
*■  the  Battles — a  brave  and  chivalrous  soldier,  true 
^    his   rehgion,  loyal   to   his  king,  devoted  to  his 
''ountry,  and,  above  all,  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  the 
■•ore  of  their  own  bards  and  seanaehies.     The  Mac- 
_  **t»alds  and  Canierons  joined  him  early,  and  brought 
'^     the  smaller  septs  in  their  neighbourhood.     Sir 
■^-•iJdovick  Grant,  the  proprietor  of  Strathspey  and 
*-'i"quhart,  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
*oc»,    and    supported    Mackay ;    but   John    Grant, 
^otxjiger    of    Glenmoriston,    and    James    Grant    of 
^•lewglie,  ignored  the  claims  of  their  chief  to  their 
^'Jegiance,   and  took  the  side  of  Dundee.     Young 
^*i^nmoriston,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Iain  a' 
***7again,'  brought    130   men  into  the  field,  while 

*  lain  a"  Chragain— John  ot  the  Bock.     So  cftllad  from  his  Iiftving  reaided 
*^%3B  Cngun  Duniuh  of  Blurie,  afMr  Killicrsnkie. 
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James  Grant,  who  had  added  the  district  of  Inch- 
briae  to  his  old  wadset  lands  of  Shewglie  and  Loch- 
letter,'  was  followed  by  his  tenants,  and  by  the 
jliIacdoDaldR  and  Macmillanfi  of  Urquhart. 

Glenmoriston  and  Shewglie,  placing  themselves 
under  the  lianner  of  the  powerful  Alasdair  Uubh  of 
Glengarry,  joined  Dundee  in  Lochaber  on  18th  May  ; 
but  two  months  elapsed  ere  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  meeting  the  enemy.  During  that  period  of  compara^ 
tive  Inactivity  Dundee  experienced  great  difficulty 
in  procuring  necessary  provisions  for  his  forces,  and 
a  party  of  Camerons  resolved  to  help  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  avenge  the  death  of  some  of  their  clans- 
men who  had  been  hanged  by  the  Laird  of  Grant. 
Quietly  leaving  his  camp,  they,  appai'ently  without 
his  knowledge,  marched  into  Glen-Urquhart,  and 
began  lifting  cattle.  The  inhabitants  resisted, 
and  one  of  them— a  Macdonald,  who  claimed  connec- 
tion with  the  family  of  Glengarry — imagined  "  that 
ihe  simple  merit  of  his  name,"  to  quote  Drummond, 
or  rather  Macgregor,  of  Balhaldy,'  "  and  the  clan  to 
which  he  belonged,  was  enough  to  protect  himself 
and  the  whole  name  of  Grant  from  the  revenge  of 
the  Camerons.  Confident  of  this,  he  came  boldly 
up  to  them,  and,  acquainting  them  with  his  name 
and  genealogy,  he  desired  that,  on  his  account,  they 
would  peaceably  depart  the  country,  without  injuring 

'  DucliBTge  by  Ludovick  Oraiil  uf  Freucliie.  to  James  fSmat  of  Shewglie, 
dated  Seth  Haf ,  16S3,  !□  posHfuian  or  Dr  Cameron,  lat^  of  UkeReld. 

'  Hemoin  of  Lochiel.    The  name  Druunuund  wna  assutueil  by  Mm 
of  Balhildy,  in  uinispquetico  of  the  jicnal  ciiBcCmeiitd  agaiaat  his  cl&n. 
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tie  inhabitants,  bis  neighbours  and  frieuds.     To  this 
fh  was  answered  tliat,  if  he  was  a  true  Macdonald,  he 
jht  to  be  with  Iiis  chief  in  Dundee's  ai-my,  in  the 
■^ice  of  bis  kin^  and  country ;  that  they  were  at 
K  loss  to  understand  why  they  should  on  his  account 
■tiod  their  friendship  to  a  people  who  had.  but  a 
r  days  before,  seized  on  several  of  their  men  and 
ciged  them,  without  any  other  provocation  than 
B.I  they  served  King  James,  which  was  contrary 
the  laws  of  war.  as  well  as  of  common  humanity  ; 
i  they  had  indeed  an  esteem  for  him,  both  for 
Be  name  he  bore  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  he 
elcuged,  so  they  desired  that  he  would  instantly 
arate  himself  and  his  cattle  from  the  i-est  of  his 
npany,  whom  they  were  resolved  to  chastise  for 
fcieir  insoleiite.     But  the  Macdonald  replied  that  he 
ould  run  the  same  fate  with  his  neighbours ;  and, 
ring  them  to  do  their  worst,  departed  in  a  huff." 
The  Camei-ons  thereupon  attacked  the  Urquhart 
en,  and,  killing  some  and  dispersing  the  rest,  drove 
Iftheir  cattle  in  triumph  to  Lochaber.     Dundee  and 
"  Ixichiel  connived  at  their  conduct,  "  both  on  account 
of  the  provocation  they  had,  and  of  the  supply  of 
provisions  which  they  had  brought  and  generously 
distributed  among  the  army."     But  the  brave  Mac- 
donald was  among  the  slain,   and  his   death    was 
keeiily    resented    by    Glengarry,    whose   name    the 
""fortunate  man  had  unsuccessfully  used  to  charm 
**»}■  the  Camerons.     "  Glengarry,"  says  Lord  Mac- 
uuUv,'  "in  !i  rage  went  to  Dundee,  and  demanded 

'  Hwt.irj  of  EnitiBnd. 
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vengeance  on  Lochiel  and  the  whole  race  of  Cameror^^ 
Dundee  replied  that  the  unfortunate  ffentleman  wh-  «: 
had  fallen  was  a  traitor  to  the  clan  as  well  as  to  tlk  ^ 
king.     Was  it  ever  heai'd  of  in  war  that  the  persoz^ 
of  an  enemy,  a  combatant  in  arms,  was  to  be  held 
inviolable  on  account  of  his  name  and  descent  ?    And, 
even  if  wrong  had    been  done,  how    was  it  to  be 
redressed  ?       Half    the    army    must    slaughter  the 
other  half  before  a  finger  could  be  laid  on  Lochiel. 
Glengarry  went  away  racing  like  a  madman.     Since 
his  complaints  were  disregarded  by  tliose  who  ought 
to  right  him,  he  would  right  himself:  he  would  draw 
out  his  men,  and  fall  sword  in  hand  on  the  murderer 
of  his  cousin.     During  some  time  he  would  listen  to 
no    expostulation.     When   he    was    reminded    that 
Lochiel's  followers  were  in  number  nearly  double  of 
the    Glengarry    men,    'No  matter,'  he    cried,   'one 
Macdonald  is  worth  two  Camerons.'     Had  Lochiel 
been  equally  irritable  and  boastful,  it  is  probable 
that  the    Highland  insurrection   would  have  given 
little  more  trouble  to  the  Government,  and  that  the 
rebels  would  have  perished  obscurely  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  one  another's  claymores.     But  nature  had 
bestowed  on  him  in  large  measure  the  qualities  of  a 
statesman,  though  fortune  had  hidden  those  qualities 
in  an  obscure  corner  of  the  world.     He  saw  that  this 
was  not  a  time  for  brawling ;  his  own  character  for 
courage  had  long  been  established,  and  his  temper 
was  under  strict  government.     The  fury  of  Glen- 
garry, not  being  inflamed  by  any  fresh  provocation, 
rapidly    abated.     Indeed,    there    were    some     who 
suspected  that  he  had  never  been  quite  so  pugna^ 
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CI0U8  as  be  had  affected  to  be,  and  that  his  bluster 

was  meant  only  to  keep  up  his  own  dignity  in  the 

^jea  of  his  retaJnere.     However  this  might  be,  the 

quarrel  was  composed ;  and  the  two  chiefs  met  with 

the  outward  show  of  civility  at  the  General's  table." 

Drummond  of  Balhaldy,  whom  Macaulay  follows 

w  this   narrative,    states    that   Glengarry    "  meant 

10th  iDg  more  by  the  great  noise  he  made,  but  to 

'Dgx-atiate  himself  with  his  people  by  humoring  their 

^uity,  and    showing   them    that  the    least    injury 

■offered  to  the  very  meanest  of  them  was  equally  his 

owTi    quarrel."'     The  wisdom  of  his  conduct  appears 

evident ;  for  among  his  followers  were  Shewglie  and 

oth-^x  Glen-Urquhart  men  who  must  have  been  well 

^<^*-iainted  with  the  chivalrous  Macdonald  who  had 

rei^sed  to  save  his  life  by  deserting  his  neighbours. 

His     feigned    anger    had    the    desired    efl'ect,    and 

th^    m^ii  of  Urquhart  did  good  service  at  the  battle 

■*>f  -^illicrankie. 

"Xhat  battle,  which  the  Highlanders  know  by  the 

nettle  of  Rirux^ry,*  was  fought  on  the  27th  of  July. 

^*^-ckay    was    marching    northward    from    Perth ; 

T^^iidee    was    on    his    way    south.      Early    in    the 

<^^y   the    ai*mies    came    in    view    of    each    other. 

"Toe  Highlanders,  wild  with  joy,  clamoured  for  the 

fely;  but    the   sun   was    fast    sinking   behind    the 

Crarapians  l>efore  Dundee  drew  them  out  in  order 

of  battle.       Lochiel    was   credited    not    only    with 

^ireat    military    genius    but    also    with    the    power 

of  divination,   and  just    before    the    onset  he   was 
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consulted  as  to  the  issue.  "  That  side  will 
win  that  first  spills  blood,"  replied  the  chie£  "  Do  j 
you  hear  that  ?"  said  Iain  a'  Chragain,  addressing  a 
noted  Glenmoriston  deerstalker,  who  stood  by  his 
side,  and  significantly  pointing  to  an  officer  who, 
mounted  on  a  white  steed,  had  galloped  out  of  J 
Mackay's  lines  to  survey  the  battlefield — "  Do  you  • 
hear  that  ?"  The  stalker  crouched  forward,  and 
fired  ;  and  down  came  the  rider  of  the  white  horBe» 
shot  through  the  heart.'  The  battle  now  began. 
Casting  off  their  plaids  and  coats,  the  clansmen 
rushed  forward  with  shouts  of  exultation.  The 
men  of  Urquhai-t  and  Glenmoriston  formed  part 
of  a  battalion  led  by  the  young  chief  of  Glengarry, 
who  carried  the  royal  standard  of  King  James.  As 
they  charged,  Shewglie  was  brought  to  his  knees 
by  a  ball  that  struck  his  shield ;  but  it  was  only  for 
a  moment.  Exclaiming,  "  Oeh,  but  the  boddachs 
are  in  earnest !"  he  bounded  forward."  At  a  short 
distance  from  the  enemy  the  Highlanders  paused  for 
a  moment,  and  fired  ;  and  then,  throwing  away  tbeir 
firelocks,  sprang  upon  the  foe  with  claymore  and 
Lochaber-axe.  A  Glenmoriston  man,  of  the  name 
of  Mackintosh,  especially  distinguished  himself  by 
passing  his  sword  from  the  left  shoulder  to  the  right 
loin  of  a  Hessian  soldier.'     Mackay  and  his  officers. 

'  Tradition  in  Glenmuristim. 

'  Chauibera'  History  of  the  RebelUuns. 

'  OUninoriBtou  tr'dilJnTi.  Mackintosh't  feat  wu  one  of  ''  llie  three 
woDders  of  the  battle."  H'u  eta  fought  fur  Priuce  Uhu-Ie^  at  Falkirk  and 
GuUodeo  1  mid  his  grandBuD,  Jubn  Miiukiiituih,  joined  the  Brititb  >nny.  uoder 
John  Grant  of  Glcnuioriston,  in  17S0,  and.  after  feciug  service  iu  India  and 
elsewlicre,  returucil  to  Qlenrooriston,  where  he  waa  remembered  by  persona 
who  coniniucicated  the  EillicnlDkie  traditions  bo  the  Author, 


OLDEN  TIMES   IN   THE   QARISH.  '203 

did  all  that  brave  men  could  do,  but  the  Highland 
Av-alanche  swept  all  before  it.     The  victory  for  King 
James  was  dearly  bought  by  the  death  of  Dundee. 
"  How  goes  the  day  ?"  he  asked,  as  he  lay  on  the 
sw^ard,  mortally  wounded.     '*  Well  for  King  James," 
Implied  an  attendant ;  "  but  I  am  sorry   for  your 
l(>rdship."     "  If  it  is  well  for  him,"  said  the  dying 
hero,  '*  it  matters  the  less  for  me."     His  place  was 
taken  by  General  Cannon,  who  knew  little  of  High- 
land warfare,  and  less  of  Highland  sentiment,  and 
^ho  soon  offended  and  alienated  the  chiefs.     In  less 
th^n  a  month,  the  men  who  had  adored  Dundee, 
&Ocl  conquered  as  he  lay  dying,  returned  to  their 
homes,  dissatisfied  and  disheartened ;  "  and  all  the 
frxiits  of  victory  were  gathered  by  the  vanquished."^ 
For  the  part  taken  by  Iain  a'  Chragain  in  the 
rising  his  praises  were  sung  in  Latin  verse  by  admir- 
irxi^  Saxons,*  and  in  Gaelic  duans  by  the  bards  of  his 

*  MjuAuUy*!!  Hi«tory  of  Kugland. 

*  Id  •'  Pnclium  Gillicrankianum/'  he  ia  leferred  to  in  the  linei* : — 

GlenDioristonufl  junior,  optimus  bellator 
Subito  jam  f actus  hactcnuti  venator. 
(GleDmoriBtoD   the  younger,   duddenly    become  a   warrior    from    being 
VatlwrU)  a  hunter). 

The  author  of  "  The  Grameid,"  in  describing  Dundee'M  8upi»orter8,  tlias 
sngB  of  oor  hero : — 

His  quoque  se  comitem  Morisiua  ex  valle  ferel)at 
Grantius  egregius  bello,  non  degencr  ille 
Grantiadea  Balli  dictus  de  nomine  castri. 
Qui  Batavi  part«4  praodonis,  et  arma  KccutuB 
Sustulit  Aurlaci  vcxilla  nefanda  tyraijni. 
Ille  se<l  incoctum  fido  <][ui  geatat  honcdtum 
Pectore,  Csesareos  Urquhartius  acer  in  hontCH. 
Hagnonim  usque  adev  mores  imitatus  avorum 
Corripit  arma  manu,  Regi  ineoncunsus  accrbii* 
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own  people.  His  loyalty,  however,  cost  his  father 
and  himself  much.  "  The  enemy  was  so  enraged 
against  him,"  says  Balhaldy,'  "  that  they  burnt  his 
own  Beat  to  the  ground,  plundered  his  people,  and 
made  such  horrible  devastations  that  the  poor 
gentleman  was  obliged  to  offer  some  proposals  of 
submission."  At  Inverness,  Sir  Thomas  Livingston 
dispensed  military  law  at  the  head  of  the  Scots 
Dragoons  and  the  regiments  of  Lord  Strathnaver 
(now  an  opponent  of  King  James),  Sir  James  Leslie, 
and  the  Laird  of  Grant,  Young  Glenraoriston  and 
his  followers  had  to  be  chastised,  and  Strathnaver 
was  entrusted  with  the  work.  He  himself 
has  recorded  that  he  did  it  well.  "  To  raise 
up  the  spirits  of  such  as  were  in  the  intei-est  of 
King  and  Government,"  says  he  in  an  unpublished 
report  (a  fragment  of  which  is  still  preserved  at 
Dunrobin),  "I  went  out  with  a  detaclunent  from 
Inverness  of  five  hundred  foot,  and  three  troops  of 

Teiiiporibua  Uturua  upem,  perque  invii  mnuUt  ^^^H 

Scaudit  inaccemio),  iiiagDoque  [n  bcUa  iiaratu  ^^^| 

Arduua  kgmen  agelm  graditur,  quctn  Urautia  pubs*  ^^^H 

Orfine  BBrvato  dmrtorem  in  castrm  secuta  est.  ^^^ 

[With  them  nlso,  from  Gleumamton.  came  as  their  compiDioa  in  the 
n-ar,  the  valiant  Oi-aut ;  not  that  d^nnentt«  Grant  who  takes  bia  name  from 
Balaohaalle  [Freuehie,  or  Castle  Onmt],  and  who  was  following  the  party  and 
tlie  may  of  the  Balaviau  rubber,  nnd  was  upholding  tlie  nefarioua  atuidard 
of  the  Dutch  tyrant  i  but  the  bold  Grant  of  Urquhart,  bearing  unat«ill«d 
honour  in  a  faithful  breast,  and  keen  against  t.ho  fooa  ol  the  Ciieaar.  Hc^ 
following  the  ways  of  his  great  sncastors,  Iwik  arms,  and,  undeterrnl  l^  Uie 
miafortunea  of  the  time,  conlribut«d  his  help  to  hia  King,  Through  pathiMB 
tracts  he  climbs  p^Bcipi^lU^  mountains  witii  great  equipment  for  the  war. 
Tall  in  stAture,  he  advances,  leadioe  his  line  ;  and  there  follows  him  into  tba 
camp,  as  their  chief,  the  children  of  Grant,  all  ill  good  order). 
'  Mainoirs  nf  LochieL 
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Sir  Thomas  Livingston's  dragoons,  to  Glenmoriston, 
where  with  great  difficulty  we  forced  open  the  iroa 
gate  [of  Invermoriston  House],  not  having  a  petard 
to  blow  it  open.     Some  of  the  rebels  very  nearly 


»ped   me,  by    a  boy's  acquainting  them  of  our 

xh.     I  burnt  their  corn,  and  drove  theu-  cattle 

1  horses  that  fell  in  my  way,  to  Inverness.     This 

them  into  such  a  consternation  that,  notwith- 

uding  our  defeat   at    KiUicraiikie,  above  fifteen 
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hundred  came  and  took  the  oath  to  King  William 
tuid  Queen  Mary ;  and,"  he  adds,  as  if  he  felt  he  had 
overstepped  his  duty,  "  I  had  Sir  Thomas  Living- 
ston's warrant  and  approbation."  Sir  Thomas 
accepted  the  responsibility,  and  wrote  on  the  report : 
— "  I,  underwritten,  do  hereby  declare  that  what  was 
done  at  Glenraoriston  was  by  my  ordera,  and  that  I 
altogether  approve  of  the  commander's  conduct  and 
diligence  in  that  affair.— T.  Livingston.  At  Inver- 
ness, the  6th  of  September,  1689." 

These  hiu-sli  measiu-es  brought  little  advantage 
to  the  Government.  Young  Glenmoriston  con- 
structed for  himself  a  rude  fort  on  the  Cragain 
Dari-aich — Oak  Rock — of  Blairie,  and  continued 
tiTie  to  King  James.  He  soon  found  himself  among 
friends.  Ui-quhart  Castle  was  garrisoned  by  Captain 
Grant  with  three  companies  of  the  Highlanders  of 
Lord  Strathnaver  and  the  Laird  of  Grant ;  but  the 
men  weiv  poorly  armed,  having  neither  swords  nor 
bayonets,  and  only  a  few  carbines  sent  them  bv  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,"  Before  the  end  of  the  year  the 
old  fort  was  besieged  by  the  Jacobites.  "  I  am  cer- 
tainly inform'd,"  writes  Sir  James  Leslie  to  Lord 
Melville,  on  Gth  December,*  "that  500  of  the  rebells 
were  come  to  Urquett  [Urquhart] ;  they  threatued 
the  Castle,  but  I  looke  upon  it  to  be  in  little  dainger, 
they  [the  garrison]  haveing  a  fortnight's  or  three 
weeks's  provisions,     I  sent  the  last  night  Captain 


'  Oeneral    M»ckay'B    Me 
(BuiTOtjne  Club),  299-302. 
=  Ibid,  289. 
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nt   up   with    ten    bowlea  [bolls]  of  meale,  and 

umuniUou,  and  thirteen  men  and  a  sargeaiit  of 

By  regiment,  and  twelve  of  my  Lord  Strathnaver'a ; 

nt  the  Ijoat  springing  a  leake  by  forcing  her  out  of 

be  river  into  the  laugh  [loch],  he  tooke  but  twelve  • 

'  my  men  and  a  sargeant,  and  sent  the  rest  back 

»ine ;"  and,  after  referring  to  affaire  in  other  parts 

the   country,  he  concludes — ^"  I   have  just  now 

«rved  a  letter  from  Correnionie,  your  nephewe'a 

other-in-law,  that  the  Highlanders  are  come  into 

he  countrey  of  Unjuett,  with  4  or  500  men,  under 

he  command  of  Gleiigerry  and  my  Lord  Fredrick 

Fendraught],   and    this    night  or   to-moirow  they 

!Ci  I^ugheale  [IxKihiel]  and  Cannon  with  more 

It  is   reported  that  a  great  many  of  the 

['Kenzies  are  like  to  joyne  them,  as  likewise  severall 

f  the  Fraziers."     And  he  gives  in  a  postscript  a  list 

*  the  districts  reported  as  ready  to  join  Cannon — 

ong  them  being  "  the  Urquhai-t  and  StratbglasB 

.nd  "the  Gleumoriston  men." 

Captiuii  Grant,  notwithstanding  the  hole  in  his 

at,  reached  his  destination  with  his  men  and  meal 

1  ammunition  ;  and,  landing  at  the  ancient  water- 

;»te,  which  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fire  of  the 

Jacobites,  "gott  verry  sate"  into  the  Castle.     From 

lere  he  wrote  Sir  James  Leslie  that  the  enemy 

nbered   800  men — an  estimate  which  he  subse- 

lently  modified  to  fiOO.     These  circumstances  were, 

1  9th  December,  reported  by  Sir  James  to  General 

Ackay.     "  I  have  likewise,"  said  he,  "given  Captain 

ant.  commander  of  the    Castle   of  Urquett.    £5, 
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and  am  this  day  sending  him  ten  bowles  of  meale 
more,  with  candles ;  which  money  I  must  lay  out  of 
my  own  pockett,  and  it  costs  me  two  per  cent,  to 
gett,  besides  one  per  cent,  to  the  officer  for  bringing 
it."  Corrimony,  who  had  hitherto  kept  him  informed 
of  the  course  of  events  in  the  Glen,  was  himself  now 
under  suspicion.  The  Sheriff-Depute,  added  Sir 
James,  "gives  me  notice  that  Corremonie  is  with 
the  enemie,  and  severall  others,  soe  that  they  play 
fast  and  loose,  as  they  think  fitt.  I  shall  endeavour 
to  put  myselfe  in  the  best  posture  I  can,  having 
given  notice  to  all  the  countreys  round  about,  as 
Boss,  Elgin,  and  Murrey,  to  be  in  reddeness,  and  put 
themselves  in  the  best  posture  they  can  for  theire 
owne  defence,  having  assured  them  of  what  assist- 
ance I  can  afford."  ^ 

The  Jacobites,  indeed,  had  now  so  far  recovered 
from  the  confusion  that  followed  Killicrankie,  that, 
with  a  Montrose  or  a  Dundee  at  their  head,  they 
might  have  turned  the  stream  of  British  history. 
They  had,  however,  no  such  leader.  The  Highland 
friends  of  the  Stewarts  were  left  to  linger  in  Glen- 
Urquhart  for  months,  consuming  the  cattle  and  grain 
of  the  people,  but  achieving  nothing  else.  In  March, 
1690,  Cannon  was  superseded  by  General  Buchan, 
who  found  the  Highlanders  disgusted,  and  their 
zeal  all  but  extinguished.  A  few  rallied  round  the 
new  commander,  including  Iain  a'  Chragain  and  the 
men  of  Glenmoriston.  With  these  he  went  through 
Lochaber,    Badenoch,    and    Strathspey,    with    the 

^  General  Mackaj's  Memoirs,  302-5. 
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intention  of  raising  the  vassals  of  the  Gordons,  and 

turning  round   on   the  garrisons  in  Inverness  and 

neighbourhood.     But  his  movements  were  watched, 

and,  as  his  followers  lay  asleep  on  the  Haughs  of 

Cromdale,  on   the  last   night   of  April,  they  were 

surprised  by  Sir  Thomas  Livingston  and  his  dragoons 

and  the  Ileay  and  Grant  Highlanders,  and  scattered 

naked   over    the   moorlands.      They   never    rallied 

again  ;  and  although  Glengarry  and  Iain  a'  Chragain 

and  some  others  still  withheld  their  allegiance  from 

William  and  Mary,  and  continued  to  give  trouble, 

the    war    in    Scotland    was     virtually     closed    at 

Cromdale.      Two  months  later,  the  hopes  of  King 

James  were  for  ever  extinguished  at  the  Battle?  of 

the  Boyne. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

1690—1708. 

The  Parish  unsettled. — The  Castle  Garrisoned  by  the  Whijjs. — 
They  Vacate  and  Destroy  it. — Its  Last  Record. — Its  Cham- 
bers of  Treasure  and  Pestilence. — King  William's  Measures 
to  Subdue  the  Highlands. — Devastation  of  Urquhart. — The 
Losses  of  the  Laird  of  Grant  and  his  Tenants. — Compensa- 
tion recommended  by  Parliament,  but  refused  by  the  King. 
— Insecurity  of  Life  and  Property. — Raids  and  Dackeriugs. 
— Proceedings  against  Achmonie. — liaids  by  Gleninoriston 
men  on  Dalcrass,  Glencannich,  and  Dunain. — Colonel  Hill 
endeavours  to  stop  their  Adventures. — Horses  Stolen  from 
Shewglie. — The  Track  and  its  Result — The  Macmillaus  of 
Loch-Arkaig-side  take  a  Spoil  from  Glcnmoriston.  —The  Fight 
of  Corri-nam-Bronag.— The  Raid  of  Inchbrine. — The  Conflict 
of  Corribuy. —  Death  of  Shewglie. — His  Son's  Revenge. — 
Death  of  Gille  Dubh  nam  Mart. 

The  Revolution  Settlement,  under  which  William 
and  Mary  became  King  and  Queen  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  brought  no  inunediate  peace  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland.  The  tVlends  of  the  Stewarts 
still  gave  trouble,  and  for  the  ]  n-otection  of  Urquhail 
a  detachment  of  Lord  Str.ithnavers  men  was, 
early  in  1690,  placed  in  the  (  astle.  This  garrison 
occupied  it  for  at  least  two  ytars — the  last  to  which 
it  gave  shelter.^     The  written  military  record  of  the 

*  The  garrison  probably  consiBted  of  i^'-)  ^r  400  men.  Sir  Janietf  Leslie, 
writing  to  Geoeral  Mackay  from  Invcru(.>>: .  on  9th  December,  1689,  i%tat«i 
that  the  Castle  "could  contain  three  coni:'«i  les  very  well,  and,  for  a  strew, 
four." 
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rfd  fortress  closts  on  11th  January,  1692,  with  an 

der  up(in  the  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  InveraesB 

I  furnish  lioi-ses  to  carry  meal  for  the  ^rrison.'     It 

s  soou  afterwards  vacated  by  these  Whig  soldiers, 

ho  pn-venced  its  occupation  hy  the  Jacobites  by 

HOWtng   up    the   keep    and    entrance    towers,    and 

wtroyiiiK  it  as  a  place  of  strt-ii^th.     It  was  never 

Kjiflerwards    repaired,    and    so    dilapidated    did    it 

[become  by  1708,  that  the  people  took  to  carrying 

[  *way  the  lead  that  covered  its  roof,  and  the  woctden 

I  partitions  that  divided  its  chambers.''     Gunpowder 

I  and  decay  had  done  their  work  ;  and  henceforth  the 

k  Bora]  Castle,  the  pride  of  the  North  since  the  days 

F  the  War  nf  Independence,  is  but  a  ci-umbhiig  ruin. 

^  The  old  Laird  of  Glemnoristou,  and  his  son,  Iain 

'  Chragain,  acting  in  concert  with  their  neighbour, 

mgaiTv,  long  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 

to   William  and    Mary.       On    1 1th    Januaiy, 

f  1692.  the  King  issued  instructions  to  Sir  Thomas 

I'lJvingBton,   ordering   him    to    proceed    against    the 

"Highland    rebels"    who   still    held    out    for    King 

'  Tlie  toiler,  which  is  in  the  archive  of  tho  Burgh  of  Icivernew,  is  iu  the 

e  herliy  Roquird  to  provide  hs  imny  horBCS  u  may  trainport  Ceu 

la  of  Dual  from  thu  msgario  "t  InvemeB*  tu  the  nEarent  end  ff  LochnHW, 

'  tfaa  aae  ul  tbe  guarisun  nf  Urquhart,  and  that  agsiiat  tnmnrraH-  luorileiiig, 

k  n>«Ute  nf  JknuoT]'  luitMit.    Oiveu  ut  lin*enjS93«,  January  lllh,  169'J. 

»  Tbrfr  M*j(Mtie«T    Serifiee.~R.    CumsiirnuK.      Ti.    tho    Provoit  an.l 

la  of  the  towueof  Invernesa." 

■Bee  Appenilii  F.    It  i"  believed  in  the  PariBh  that  there  are  two  lecrel 

ra  twdcraeatli  the  ruius  of  the  C■iltl(^~thB  one  filled  with  gold  and  tlie 

*  either  irith  thn  plague.     On  acmunt  of  Che  lUk  of  letting  loose  tlie  peatileni:F, 

I   ever  been  inule  lo  diiKovur  the  IreuuT^     This  myth,  in 

vkcioaa  form*,  and  aaioclated  with  variuus  plaues,  is  as  old  ai  the  ulna? ic  fa'jle 

it  hndora. 


212  URQUHART   AND    GLENMORISTON. 

James,  "  by  fire  and  sword,  and  all  manner  of 
hostility ;  to  burn  their  bouses,  seize  or  destroy 
their  goods  or  cattle,  plenishing  or  cloaths ;  and  to 
cut  off  the  men.  To  that  end,"  adds  the  Kiog, 
"  you  are  to  join  the  troops,  and  divide  them  in 
parties,  as  you  see  cause  or  opposition.  The  troops 
at  Inverness  lie  most  conveuieiitly  to  be  employed 
against  Glenmoriston  and  Glengany."^  Vigorous 
measiu'es,    which    culminated    in    the    massacre    of 


Glencoe,  followed  upon  these  instructions,  and 
the  end  the  Highland  chiefs  yielded. 

During  the  troubles  of  the  Revolution,  the  Laird 
of  Grant  and  his  tenants  in  Strathspey  and  Urqii- 
hart  suffered  greatly.  Despite  the  garrison  in  the 
(.'astle,  Urquhart  was  devastated  by  the  adherents  of 
the  Stewarts.  In  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  redress, 
the  Laird  presented  a  petition  to  the  Scottish  Par- 
liament praying  that  a  commission  shoxild  be  issued  to 

I  ra]i;rs  riu«Hntivc  (if  tlie  HighlftnaB  of  Scotlwid  (Mnill»nd  Club),  p.  CO. 
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the  sheriff  and  commissioners  of  supply  of  the  shires 
of  luvemess,  Moray,  and  BanfT,  to  enquire  into  the 
extent  of  the  damage.  His  prayer  was  granted, 
and  early  in  1691,  Hugh  Fraser  of  Belladnim,  and 
Jamen  Fra-ser  of  Reelick,  two  of  the  commissioners  of 
supply  for  the  county  of  Inverness,  opened  an  enquiry 
in  Glen-Urquhart  and  took  the  sworn  evidence  of 
the  tenants  and  inhabitants.  Their  report,  dated  at 
Urquhart  the  3rd  and  4th  days  of  February,  bore 
that  the  losses  in  our  Parish  of  the  Laird  and  his 
tenants  amounted  to  £44,333  5s  2d  Scots,  including 
the  damage,  assessed  at  £2000,  done  to  the  Castle  by 
King  William's  soldiers.'  This  report,  with  another 
in  reference  to  Strathspey,  was  duly  submitted  to 
""arliameiit ;  while  the  Laird  presented  a  second 
itition  in  1G95,  setting  forth  that  In  consequence 
if  the  ravages  upon  his  estates,  "  his  tennents  were 
BO  impoverished  that  he  got  little  or  no  rent  for 
several  years  out  of  his  lands  in  Strathspey  ;  and  he 
■WB8  iiecessitat  to  discharge  his  tennents  in  Urqu- 
hart the  entii'e  rent  of  that  Barony,  which  is  £6000 
Scots,  and  that  for  the  year  1689,  1690,  1691,  1G92, 
and  1693,  their  stocks  being  so  entirely  carried 
away  that  they  could  not  continow  to  labour  with- 
out that  abatement,"^  Including  the  above  sum  of 
.£44,333  5s  2d  and  the  rents,  the  losses  in  Glen- 
TJrquhart  amounted  to  £74,333  58  2d  Scots.  In 
Strathspey  the  Laird  and  his  tenants  suffered  to  the 
extent  of  £76,152  18s  8d.  making  between  the  two 
©states  the  enormous  sum  of  £150,486  3s  lOd  Scots 

'  AotH  of  Purl,  IX.,  428.        '  Ib[d. 


IJraQUHART    AND    GLENMOBISTON. 


— ^equal  In  value  to  the  same  amount  in  money 
sterling  in  our  day— as  the  price  paid  for  the  Laird's 
loyalty  to  King  William.  The  Laird  prayed  Parlia- 
ment to  assess  and  declare  the  amoiuit  of  his  losses, 
and  "  either  to  appoint  him  a  fund  for  his  payment 
or  at  least  to  grant  him  a  recommendation  to  His 
Majesty  for  the  eame."  The  Committee  for  Private 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  matter  was  remitted  for 
enquiry,  found  that  the  losses  were  correctly  stated, 
and  Parharaent  recommended  "  the  said  Laiixi  of  ~ 
Grant  to  his  Majesty's  Royal  and  Gracious  consider- 
ation for  repairing  of  the  damages  and  losses  con- 
tained in  the  foresaid  report."'  The  recomraendatioa 
was  ignored  by  the  "  Royal  and  Gracious."  but  veiy 
ungrateful  William  ;  and,  notwithstanding  repeated 
applications  to  himself  and  his  successors  down  to 
the  time  of  George  the  Third,  no  compensation  has 
as  yet  been  received  for  the  damages  and  losses 
sutfered  by  the  Laird  and  his  tenants. 

The  troubles  which  accompanied  and  followed 
the  Revolution  greatly  increased  the  insecurity 
of  life  and  property  in  the  Highlands.  During 
the  last  decade  of  the  seventeenth  century  and 
the  first  few  years  of  the  eighteenth,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoristou  were  freely 
plundered ;  and  they  plundered  as  freely  in  return. 
A  few  of  the  raids  in  which  they  were  implicated 
may  be  mentioned. 

In  February,  1690,  "two  red  horse"  were  stolen 
from    Murdo   Mac    Coil    Vic    Curchy,    one   of  Thj 
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(*hisholm's  tenants  in  Comar,  and  "  tracked"  to  the 
lands  of  Achmonie,  which  were  then  in  the  posses- 
sion of  William  Grant.  Chisholm  took  up  the  cause 
of  his  tenant,  and  instituted  proceedings  against 
Grant  before  **  The  Commissioners  of  Justiciary, 
appointed  by  His  Majesty  for  securing  the  peace 
of  the  Highlands,"  and  on  3 1st  May,  1698,  judgment 
was  given  for  £40  Scots,  being  the  value  of  the  two 
horses,  £20  as  tlie  amount  of  loss,  damage,  and 
expense  incurred  by  Murdo  in  consequence  of  the 
theft,  and  £G  of  expenses.  For  these  sums  the 
<..oniniissionei*s  at  the  same  time  issued  a  precept  of 
poinding,  autliorising  their  officers  to  distrain  and 
sell  Grant's  effects.  On  3rd  February,  1699,  the 
latter  was  "  charged  "  by  an  officer,  and  he  doubtless 
found  it  expedient  to  pay  the  amount  contained  in 
the  judgment.^ 

Some  time  before  July,  1693,  Archibald  Gi'ant, 
a/ia.s  Mac  Conchie  Vic  Phatrick,  in  Coineachan,  son 
of  Duncan  Grant  of  Duldreggan,  carried  away 
much  spoil  from  James  Dunbar  of  Dalcross,  one 
of  the  bailies  of  Inverness.  The  bailie,  on  4tli 
July,  obtained  a  decree  of  spuilzie  in  the  sheriff 
court  of  Inverness,  against  Archibald  and  some  of 
hLs  associates,  for  the  sum  of  £1224  17s  4d  Scots  of 
principal,  with  £60  of  costs.  The  sums  were,  how- 
t-ver,  unpaid  as  late  as  October,  1703,  when  Dunbar 
obtained  "  caption,"  or  warrant  of  imprisonment, 
against  the  debtors.^ 

'  FVei'ept  of  Poinding,  at  Erchless  Castle. 
*  Aiitt<)Uciria.i  Sote«.  143  ;  and  Precept  of  Poinding,  at  ErcIileMd  Caatle. 
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In  May,  1698,  the  same  Archibalii  Grant,  wi"^ 
Patrick  Grant,  in  Coineachan,  his  brother,  and  Jofc;^ 
Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  were  involved  in  legal  pr^^ 
ceedings  in  connection  with  the  theft  froir.  William* 
Chisholiu,  alias  Mac  Alasdair.  tenant  in  Carrie  c^^ 
Glencannichjof  "four  cows,  whereof  one  white-belly?^ 
brown  cow,  two  black  cows,  and  the  fourth  pricl^™ 
bornit  branderit  cow."  The  cattle,  "  after  bcr^ 
dackering,"'  were  "  straightHne  tracked  to  t.l — m 
bounds  and  graseings  of  Coinacban,  possest  by  tl — z 
said  Patrick  and  Archibald  Grant,  or  the  said  Job^ 
Grant  of  Glenmoriston  ;  and  they,  being  required  ^t 
purg^  their  saids  bounds  and  graseings  of  the  ssfc-i » 
track,  they  either  refused,  or  could  not  doe  tha 
samen."  The  Chisholm,  as  the  complainer's  lanci 
lord,  accordingly  took  the  usual  steps  before  th« 
Commissioners  of  Justiciary,  who  gave  judgmea.  ■* 
against  the  Grants  for  £48  Scots  as  the  value  of  tl»  ^ 
four  cows,  £20  of  expenses,  loss,  and  damage,  an*^ 
£6  los  due  to  the  Commissioners  for  administration^ 
in  the  cause.' 

At  the  same  coui*t  Donald  Mac  Conachy  Yv::? 
Alasdair,  in  Dulchleichart,  was  found  liable  for  4(? 
merks  Scots,  with  £8  for  loss  and  damage,  and  10 
merks  and  2  shillings  as  the  Commissioners'  fe«s,  in 
respect  of  the  theft  from  Alexander  Mac  Hutcheon 
Vic  Coll,  in  Glencannich,  of  two  cows^"  both  which 
cows  prick-hornit  and  black  colour.  .  .  .  And 
which  cows,  after  diligent  search  and  tryall  made 

'  Docker,  or  daiker,  to  «8arch. 
*  Pr»^ept  of  Poinding,  at  Erchless  Cutle. 
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therefor,  were  recently  dackerit  to  the  said  Donald 
Mac  Cutcheon,  his  said  portion  of  Tullichaid,  or 
gra^eing  thereof,  called  ArdtnuUen  ;  and  whicti  track, 
btfLng  by  the  said  Gomplainer  [The  Chisholm] 
intimate  and  published  to  the  said  Donald,  he 
absolutely  refiised  to  purge  his  said  portion  of  the 

Ififidd  track."' 
P       John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston   repeatedly    found 
[timself  in  trouble  m  connection  with  the  predatory 
\  enterprises  of  his    people.       Referring,  apparently, 
I  to    a    raid    on    the     lands    of    George,    Viscount 
Tarbat,    Colonel    John    Hill,    Governor     of    Fort- 
William,    wrote    as    follows    to    his    Tjordship    on 
'8t   November,    1697: — "I    sent    lately    to    Glen- 
"loriston  to  settle  with  and  satisiy  your  Lordship, 
''"'ch  he  promised  to  do  ;  and  if  he  fail,  I  shall  be  a 
^^  qmck  remembrancer  to  him."      And  the  Coramis- 
^fc  "oners  of  Justiciary  gianted  a  decree  on  7th  April, 
^H  '699,  at  the  instance  of  Charles  BaiUie,  as  executor 
"  "r  the  deceased  William  Baillie  of  Dunain,  against 
^ican  Grant  and  James  Grant,  sons  of  the  Tutor  of 
"'"^ijmoriston,  John  Eiaeh  Mac  Finlay  vie  Coil  in  Ach- 
•"^Oneran,  John  Dubh  Mac  Coile,  servitor  or  servant 
^  A.ngiis  Roy  Cameron,  sometime  in  Invermoriston, 
Janies  Roy  Mac  Oroiter  in  Coineachan,  Alexander  Mac 
lain  vie  Alaadair  in  Wester  Inverwick,  Finlay  Mac 
■pitilay  vie  Coil,  brother  of  the  said  John  Riach,  Alex- 
ander Macdonald  in   Duldregganbeg,    Peter  Grant, 
t>rother  of  Glenmoriston  and  lately  in  Divach,  Donald 
1  Mac  Iain  vie  Neil,  Malcolm  Mac  Coile  vie  Sorle, 

'  Precept  of  Puinding.  st  Erchlesa  Cistle. 
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Alexarnier  Dubh  Mac  Conachie  Vore,  JJalcatt-aiL;, 
William  Mac  Cotiachie  vie  William  there,  Alexander 
Keill  Mac  Coill  vie  Coill  in  Glenmoriston,  "and 
John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  their  Landlord,  Master, 
Chieftain,  for  his  interest,"  for  the  sura  of  i'2816 
Scots.  Ijeing  the  value  of  cattle  cairied  away  from 
Dunatn  during  the  deceased's  lifetime,  with  the  sum 
of  £281,  being  the  tenth  part  of  the  value  due  to 
the  Counnissioners  as  their  fees.  Tlie  process  upon 
whieli  the  decree  proceeded,  and  the  amounts 
therein  contained,  were  assigned  by  the  executor  to 
William  Baillie,  then  of  Dunalu,  who  made  several 
attempts  to  recover  the  money.  In  these  he  was 
not  suecessful ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-two 
years — on  28th  January,  1721 — he  sold  the  decree 
to  John  Grant,  younger  of  Glenmoriston,  gmndson 
of  the  chieftain  against  whom  it  was  originally 
directed.' 

In  the  month  of  August,  1701,  Thumas  Fraser, 
in  Shewglie,  waa  secretly  relieved  by  some  unknown 
persons,  of  "  aue  blew  horse  or  gerron,*  seaven-year- 
old  ;  ane  dinish  whyt-faced  gerron,  fyve-year-old,  or 
tliereby  ;  and  ane  gray  mear,  about  fyve-year-old." 
Fraser  tracked  the  horses  across  the  river  Eneriuk 
to  Buntait,  and  thence  to  Comarkirktowii,  in  Strath- 
glass,  possessed  by  John  and  Tiiomas  Chisholm. 
The  Chisholms  were  unable  to  clear  their  bounds  of 
the  track,   and   Fraser  at  once  assigned  his  claim 


'  TruQsUtion   by  Baillie   I 
BoolsB  .jti  4th  M»j.  1727. 
'  Uemii]  ;  Gaelic  i/ni 


Gnttit.   rem 
ft  gelding. 


1^ 


'•rfT 


OLD£N   TIMES    IN   THE   PARISH.  219 

ajiainst  them  to  Major  James  Grant,   chamberlain 
of  Urquhart,  who  took  the  usual  proceedings  before 
tlie  Commissioners  of  Justiciary.       The  Chisholms, 
although  apparently  innocent,  were  remiss  in  their 
•lefence,  and  were  found  liable  in  '*  the  sum  of  ane 
hundred  and  nyntie  merks,  deponed  upon  by  the  said 
Thomas  Fraser  to  be  the  value  of  the  saids  horses 
and  mear,  together  with  the  sum  of  ane  hundred 
*nd  ten   merks    in    lieu   of   the    dammadges   and 
♦expenses."     They  now,  when  too  late,  endeavoured 
to  push  the   track  beyond   their   own   lands,  and 
succeeded  in   bringing  it  to  the  bounds  of  Corin- 
^r»ihk,  and  thence  to  Guisachan,   the  property  of 
William  Fraser,  to  whom  they  gave  the  customary 
intimation.     The  latter  cleared  himself  by  following 
It  across  the  mountains  **  to  the  bounds  and  grazings 
'»f  Lundie  in   Glenmoriston,   possessed  by    Patrick 
Grant  of  Craskie,  and  Alexander  Grant  there,  and 
Patrick  Grant  in  Coineachan,"  whom  we  have  seen 
in  a  similarly    suspicious   position   in    IG98.       The 
(irants  received    the  usual  notice,   but,  **  notwith- 
standing the  trackers  stayed  and  resided  upon  the 
saids  lx)unds  the  ordinary  tyme  ap[)oiiited  in  such 
cases,  yet  they  [the  Grants]  could  not  purge  the  same 
track  from  off  their  bounds."     The  Chisholms  accord- 
ingly caused  a  summons  to  be  served  on  them  on 
12th  May,    1702,   for  the  amounts  in   which   they 
themselves  had  been  found  liable  to  the  chamberlain 
<»f  Urquhart.      The  case  came  before  the  Commis- 
sioners,  within  the  tolbooth  of  Inverness,   on   the 
26th,  when  the  Grants  were  defended  by  a  lawyer 
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named  John  Taylor,  who  "  gave  in  certain  defences 
in  wreitt,  against  the  oflficer,  against  the  citationes 
being  one  fewer  than  fyfteen  dayes,  and  the 
citationes  being  generall  as  to  the  tyme  of  stealling 
of  the  horses,  collours,  etc.,  of  them,  and  craveing 
expenses  in  respect  of  the  said  informalities."  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  Chisholms,  the  lawyer's  pleadings 
prevailed.  The  Commissioners  found  that  the  sunv 
mons  had  not  been  validly  served,  and  ordered  the 
defenders  to  be  cited  of  new.^  The  subsequent 
proceedings,  if  such  there  were,  have  not  been  pre- 
served. 

Patrick   Dubh  Grant  of  Craskie,    whose   name 
appears  in  these  writs,  was  at  one  time,  says  tradi- 
tion, spoiled  of  a  number  of  cattle  by  a  party  of 
Macmillans  from  Loch-Arkaig-side.      Pursuing  the 
reavers,  with  his  brother  and  his  friends,  he  overtook 
them    at    Corri-nam-Bronag,    between    Glen-Loyix^ 
and  Tomdoun  in  Glengarry.      When  he  demanded 
restitution  of  the  cattle,   he  got  the  reply,  "  Yoxm 
may  take  them,  if  you  can."      He  tried,  and  suc- 
ceeded ;    but   in  the  struggle  several   fell  on  both 
sides.     The  Macmillans  still  lie  in  the  Corrie,  where 
twelve  cairns  mark  their  graves.     The  Glenmoriston 
slain  were  brought   home,   and  buried   with   their 
kindred  in  Clachan  Mherchaird. 

But  the  most  notable  event  of  those  stormy 
times,  connected  with  our  Parish,  was  the  Raid  of 
Inchbrine,  which  occurred  in  1691  or  1692.*     the 

^  Precept  of  Relief,  Chisholms  v.  Grants,  at  Erchless  CasUe. 
'  James  Grant  of  Shewglie,  who  wag  killed  in  the  raid,  was  aim  oo  14ih 
Hay,  1691.    No  reference  to  him  has  been  found  after  that  date. 
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story,  as  handed  down  by  tradition,  is  as  follows. 

Twenty  years  or  more  before  tbe  Raid,  a  vagrant 

woman    from    Lochaber    arrived    at    Shewglie,    and 

was     provided     with     food     and     shelter    for    the 

night.      Before  morning  she  gave  birth  to  a  boy, 

whom  the  goodwife  of  ShewgUe  ofiered  to  keep  and 

rear.      The  mother  consented,  aud    went  her  way. 

The  bov  grew  up  unbaptised,  and,   as    he   tended 

ishewghe's  cattle,  he  was  known  by  the  name  of 

Gille  Diibh  nam  Mart — the  Black  Lad  of  the  Cows. 

His  young  companions  taunted  him  witli  his  origin, 

aiid  made  his  life  miserable ;    and  at  last  he  left 

Whewglie,   and    made    his    way  to   Lochaber.      The 

Whabermen  soon  brought  liis  knowledge  of  Glen- 

Ur(]abart  into  refpiisition ;  and  under  his  guidance 

a  party  proceeded  to  the  Glen,  in  search  of  plunder. 

Crossing  the  mountains,  they  passed  by  Shewglie, 

■  and  came  suddenly  to  Inchbrine,  while  the  peogle 

f  Were  absent  in  the  distant  peat  moss.      Hurriedly 

iittinga  large  number  of  cattle,  they  retraced  their 

'*leps  along  the  old  path  leading  through  ('Orribuy 

^tid  across  Glen-Coilty.     Suuunoned  from  the  moss, 

the  meu    of  the    Braes    speedily  gathered   at  the 

house  of  James  Grant  of  Shewglie,  and  requested 

[tliat  he   should    lead    them   against  the    invaders. 

Shewglie,  whom  we  have  seen  distinguishing  him- 

iAi-lfat  Killicrankie,  had  not  a  drop  of  coward's  blood 

Ills  veuis;  but  the  followers  of  the  Gille  Dubh 

were  more  numerous  than  the  Urquhart  men  who 

iiftd  hastily  met,  and  he  advised  delay  until  more 

were  got   together.      "I  will  follow  the  Lochaber- 
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men,"  exclaimed  his  impulsive  wife,  Hannah  Fraser, 
**  and  you  may  stay  at  home  and  ply  the  distaff/ 
Smarting  under  lAie  taunt,  he  bade  his  men  folio 
him,  and  set  out  after  the  raiders,  whom  he  over-- 
took  on  a  small  rocky  plateau,  lying  to  the  south  of 
the  burn  of  Corribuy,  ever   since  known    as  Cam 
Mharbh  Dhaoine  —the  Rock  of  the  Dead  Men.     The 
Gille  Dubh  stepped  out  to  meet  his  late  master.     "  I 
did  not  expect,"  said  the  latter,  "  that  you  would  be 
the  one  to  lift  cattle  in  Glen-Urquhart."     "  Nor  I," 
replied  the  young  man,  **  that  you  would  be  the  one 
to  follow  me,  seeing  I  have  taken  none  of  yours." 
On  Shewglie's  account  the  spoil  was  at  once  given 
up,  and  the  men  of  Urquhart  turned  their  faces 
towards  their  Glen.     They  had  proceeded  but  a  few 
paces  when  a  hare  started  from  among  the  heather, 
and  ran  across  the  moor  between  the  two  parties. 
Kenneth     Macdonald,    from    Meiklie-na-h-Aitnich, 
raised  his  gun,  and  fired  at  it.     The  shot   had  no 
effect  on  the  hare,  which  was  believed  to  be  a  witch, 
but  it  brought  disaster  on  Kenneth  and  his  com- 
panions.    Tlie  Locliabermen  thought  it  was  intended 
for  themselves,  and  returned  tlio  fire.     A  despei-ate 
fight  followed.     For  a  time  the  Urquhart  men  kept 
their  ground,  and  several  of  their  opponents  fell  ;  but 
in  the  end  they  ware  forced  to  fly,  leaving  eight 
of  their  number,   including  Shewglie,  dead  in   the 
heather.     The  Locliabermen  not  only  took  posses- 
sion of  the  cattle  again,  but  they  also  returned  to 
Shewglie,    and  took  every  hoof  belonging  tc>   that 
to^^nship.     Hannah  Fraser,  weeping  over  the  result 
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^ppf  her  rashness,  approached  the  Gille  Dubh,  and 
^^appealed  for  mercy.  "  Remember,"  said  she,  "  that 
I  long  befriended  you,  and  that  I  am  now  a  widow, 
and  about  to  become  the  mother  of  a  fatherless 
child. "  There  was  no  mercy  in  hia  reply  : — "  Ma  tha 
thu  from,  heir  scarrach  .'" — '*  If  you  are  with  child, 
,  bear  a  foal !" 

The  people  of  Glen-Urquhart  removed  their  dead 
om  Corribuy,  and  raised  cairns  on  the  spots  where 
he  bodies  were  found.  These  still  stand,  one  larger 
ban  the  others  marking  the  place  where  Sliewglie 

jbli.* 

The  lady  whom  Gille  Dubh  nam  Mart  so  grossly 
ulted  was  in  due  time  deUvered   of  a  son,  who 
arly  dreamt  of  avenging    her  wrongs.       At    last, 
when  he  had  reached   manhood,  he  rode  alone  to 
_ljOchaber,  and  came  to  the  Gille  Dubh's  house  late  in 
i  evening.     His  request  for  quarters  for  the  night 
s  readily  granted  by  that  worthy,  who,  in  accord- 
j  with  the  rules  of  Highland  hospitality,  refmined 
a  enquiring  who  he  was  or  whence  lie  had  come, 
5  the  young  man  entertainii?g,  the  Gille  Dubh 
ponversed  with  him  on  the  deeds  of  former  days  till 
■  into  the  night.      Grant  alluded  to  the  Raid  of 
Bchbrine,  and  induced  his  Iiost  to  relate  the  story. 
Phen  the  tale  was  told,  the  young  man  sprang  to 
I  feet  and  exclaimed,  "  The  hour  of  vengeance  has 


'  Th»  lUiUl  of  Inchbrine  troa  further  oommemoratieil  in  tt  Ument,  Ihe 
I  uf  ohich  tha  Autlior  has  been  unable  tfl  recover,  with  the  eicepticiii  cif 

n  Tliardxiin 
niog  i«l  Crewili  IiiTise-Bbr»  .ill. 
b  wu  on  a  ThuiiHUy  muming  llukt  they  U>uk  the  8|"iil  of  Inchbrine.) 
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HOW  jirrived."  "Who  are  you  ?"  angrily  demaiideci' 
(lioCilh*  I)ul)h.  "I,"  replied  Gnint,  '^am  the  foal 
whirli  tlu»  tjoodwife  of  Shewglie  canned  on  the  day^ 
of  {\\v  liaid  of  Inchbrine ;"  and,  witli  these  words^ 
\\c  phmpul  his  dirk  hito  the  man's  heart.  Hushing' 
out  of  iho  house,  he  leapt  into  his  saddle,  and  was 
far  v»r.  iu^  way  to  Unjuhart  ere  the  mornint;  light 
toll  v^-^  iho  lifoloss  Ixxlv  of  Gille  Dubh  nam  Mart.* 

'^^  •  'x"-  •:. •.•.■:\':iot?^  .it  this  time  li»  the  unsettle*!  «.tat<»  nf  the 

^^   ■      ;     •  .■■;".c.  l&n.  i.»  Hay  c.f  Park,  Sir  Hujjb  Caiiii.Ull  of 

.  •■«•  ;-   -    ^  V  -  i>  ■.-•  c.::t  ■  :  rai'l-*  maile  ujKm  himself  and  hi^  ueighliour' 

»  ;■•«-■•  I   -.o'.l  Viiu  tlirso  tliin^^i  anent   the  oiiiliticD 

.IV   ■  ■    'i:y  ^  «■■!  L«'nl  (.'niwt»inl  kn<«w  the  oa**  we 

■'    '        '         ■'  :::■'*■!   :'.i\v    lake  u-   un-U-r    tlieir  cart*  aiid 

■  •■':-    L.<  r*:-Iii|i-»    w><uM     |ih'a8«    t«»    ■•Pior   the 

"    ■       *■   ■•.r  :■  -'.'hi**!"  t"  l'*lLre  rme  hui)iln-«i  xncu 

^     •■    ■         .-      »  n     '-.  A' --rk* •!••;■.  wirh  a  ti<«  ■{•  nf  ilrairi^nH 

.     «--  --    ■■;     '-l.' ;.    »" -'jM  •!■•  HiU-'li  t-'  -Mvurc  u" 

"^  ^^    .■"*-■   ■"   ':'.^.  ". fcn  i-r*  w- .uM  tiraw  t    .i  head 

s..  .  ■     .     .    .  ■.  •  ..  •      .*   -;.  :».  ■.::•'.■  jTiTi-i'.!'  if  Ait-rardtr 

'   *    ^-'  '  ■  ■«•     ;•■■:':•.    I.  ■'    k  *:'...'jLr   -u^^.'-is- -n  ::ifc«le  eirfit 

■ '  "*  !•■•■■_:  "'r..    .'  u:;:ry   '^yiiiJ:  t"  the 

"^   ^'  -  ■   ■      »  '        ■  "'■-•'-.  I  -*;::r^l   :  .  th*?   Ni»-ilu" 

'*»■  '  .  -      ."  .1  ■  -     -  .  1  Mav.  I •:•.-;*.  ■•  I  .^w  a'l 

-  -     ■-       -       T^  »-?rv    :  :-j  hurt  lo 

^     ■  *       "   »  "1  ■..•    ■?  r-z,«.-'.y  .fc*  t.i  the 

"^  -  »     .fc.i  *     T  -r  :  ri^hir..     And  I 

"        :  -  -c^  :>  :..  Aj-r.l  to 

■"»»■■-     ^■-      ■••■'   I.  •.:.  -r-.-  it  the 

'*'  '^  :  ■^-    «■--!'- h  ■   r:    T  rtptc* 

'•  ■«--.-.:    .  .1^  ::-*  c  .-i  oiEi* 

m  m 


^     "    ^  '•'•  -■    >^:—  ■-  -    *Ta:i  -n* 
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B  Established  in  Gleo-Urqwh art. —Erection  of  the  Regality  of 
Grant. — Sir  Ludoviok  Grant  iicquirea  Abriachan,  Ciilnskirfc, 
and  Cluuemore. — He  malieB  over  Urqubart  to  Brigadier 
Grant — The  Brigadier's  Career..— The  Fifteen. — The  Bri^- 
dier  on  the  Side  of  King  George. — The  Men  of  Unjubart  and 
Glenmoristou  support  the  Chevalier. — Glengarry  and  Glen- 
monBtoD  in  Argyll.  —  SheriB'muir.  —  Keppoch'a  Raid  on 
Urciuhart. — The  Brigadier  and  the  Jacobites  of  Urqubart.—- 
Attainder  of  Iain  a'  Cbragain. — Invormoristou  Houae  Burnt, 
and  Glenmoriston  Forfeited.— The  Forfeited  Estates  Com- 
misiionera  and  their  Difficulties. — The  Court  of  Sir  Patrick 
Strachan.^The  Rittle  of  Gleuahiel.— The  Commissi  oners' 
Factora.  —  The  Factors  in  Glenmoriston.  —  Patrick  Grant 
joins  Donald  Murchison, — The  Fight  of  At li-uam-Mui leach  — 
tieneml  Wade.  —  Fort- Augustus  Built.  ^  Wade's  RoaiJB. — 
Galley  placed  on  Loch  Ness. — Glenmoriston  Purchased  for 
Iain  a'  Chragain. — The  Price  and  itH  Application. — ^lain  a' 
ChragHin's  Death. — His  t'areer  and  Character. 

Although    Sir    Ludovick    Grant    failed     in    liis 
endeavours    to   get    pecuniary    compensation    from 

Evernnient  for  his  own  and  his  tenants'  losses  in 
uieetion  with  the  Revolution,  certain  privileges 
re  conferred  upon  him  whicii  in  that  age  were 
not  without  value.  On  15th  June,  1693,  Parliament 
passed  au  Act  appointing  "  aiie  free  fair,"  to  be 
called  "Louis  Faire"  after  himself,' to  be  held  at 

'  l.aJofitk  a  a  pedftotio  form— from  the  Latin — of  £««■«,  up  Lnuii. 
15 
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the  church   of  Kilniore,   in  Urrjuhart.  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  August  in  each  year,  and  anotlier,  to  be     -, 
called  "  Lady  Fair,"  in  honour  of  his  wife,  to  be  held  _J 
yearly,  in  November,  at  the  same  place.     To  theseg^ 
fairs  all  might  "resort  for  buying  and  seUing  o^r» 
bestiall  and  all  sorts  of  merchant  commodities  what—  ^ 
sumever    that   shall   be    brought    thereto    be    an^^ — 
peraones  ;"  and  the  Laird  and  his  successors  were  t^  ,^ 
receive     "  the    haill     tolls,    customs,    emolument^^^ 
profits,  and  dueties  belonging  or  that  by  the  '""    — ^ 
and  practiques  of  tliis  realme  belongs  or  appertain^^^ 
to    any    in    the   like    caices,    to    be    collected    ai-z:^ 
ingathered  be  him,  his  tacksmen,  servants,  or  " — ^_ 
lectors,  to  be  appointed  by  him   for  that  eifect..      ^ 
On  28th  February,  1694,  his  claims  upon  the  Ki-c^fcn 
were  further  acknowledged  by  the  grant  of  a  cro-n —  a 
charter    erecting    his    whole    lands,    including    tlm  <■ 
Barony   of  Urquhart,    as    well    as    the    Barouy  c^  f 
Corrimony,    the    feudal    superiority    of    which    b«? 
possessed,  into  the  Regality  of  Grant.^  I 

'  Acts  ot  Parliwneiit,  IX.,  App.,  93. 

''  niid.  X,,p.  93.    Tlic  Kea;alil}'  emlirsced  inter  alia  "the  Undnand  larauTof 
Urquhnrt,  viz.,  Burdlanil  [Barium]  with  the  fortAlice  thereof,  6  lUprklBnd  of  RiU  I 

St  Kinian  with  the  Qiill,  6  merkland  of  Kemigsr,  0  tnGrktand  of  DrumliQjr,  3  J 

merkUiul  of  Weetir  Bounlood.  3  merkland  at  Mid  Buuiilimil,  3  merUatiil  of 
Bnster  Bouuloul,  S  merkliuid  uf  Baluiakdim,  6  merkhtnd  of  Gnrtluli,  6  merkluiit 
uf  Polmalie  anil  DpUh&DKe,  Little  Clune,  9  merklHiid  nf  Uie  Three  Inchbrmet, 
3  merkland  of  Meiklo  Divintjh,  with  the  office  nt  fopestcr  of  the  forest  of  Cluuie, 
with  thfF  aheAtini^e  thereof,  in  the  Lurdahip  of  rrquhart.  iinil  aliire  vi  lavcr- 
ne«»,  erected  of  old  iiito  one  free  biurony  taUed  the  Barony  of  tfrtjuhirt, 
reserving  to  their  MajeKtie«  u>d  tlieir  auucewKire  the  property  uf  the  forest  of 
Clunie,  with  the  ihealings  thereof :  aud  also  the  forty  abiltiug  land  of  new 
eit«nt  of  BoudIooiI,  in  the  Barony  of  Urquhart  ami  ihire  of  luvenieiw,  ouil  the 
advocation,  donation,  and  right  of  pateonoge  <if  the  benefice  of  the  ChuiiceUnTy 
of  Moray,  compreheudiii);  the  diurchefl  of  luveramn,  Kirkmik'liell,  Koocloui- 
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Sir  Ludovick,  also,  notwithstanding  his  troubles 
and  losses,  found  opportunities  of  acquiring  new 
estates.  He  purchased  Abriachan  from  Alexander 
Fraser  of  Kinnerras  in  1695,  and  Culnakirk  and 
Clunemore  from  John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  in  the 
follo\*'ing  year  ;  and  having  thus  consolidated  his 
possessions  in  the  district  of  Loch  Ness,  he  made 
them  over  in  1699  to  his  eldest  son.  Colonel  Alex- 
ander Grant,  on  the  occasion  of  the  latter  s  marriage 
With  Elizabeth  Stewart.^  The  Laird  retained  his 
other  estates  until  his  death  in  1716. 

Alexander  Grant  was  a  man  of  considerable  note 
"» his  time.  He  represented  the  County  of  I  nverness 
ui  Parliament  for  several  years,  took  an  active  part 
in  the  negotiations  for  the  union  with  England,  and 
^as  one  of  the  Scottish  commissioners  who  signed  the 
Articles  of  Union,  in  1706.  He  was  a  brave  soldier 
•Hid  a  capable  officer,  and  saw  much  service  in  the 
^^ws  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  under  whom  he 
'^ived  rapid  promotion,  until,  in  1711,  he  was 
ra^,  "for  his  loyalty,  courage,  and  experience," 
^^  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  In  January,  1715, 
"^became  governor  of  the  fortress  of  Sheerness,  and, 

"'^"o.  Cruuhart  and  Glenmori«*ton,  and  pamh  churcheH  of  Crouidaill,  Advie, 
*'*njeUiie,  Kincardiu,  and  Dutchell,  rectories  and  vicarages  of  the  wuir*,  in 
^^'Weie  uf  Moray,  and  «hires  of  Invernetw  and  Kl]s^n  and  Forres*,  united  to 
*^^  'wet&id  lands  of  Easter  Bounload  in  the  barony  t)f  Urquhart  and  nhirc  of 
"^'^fiioii ;  and  in  like  manner  the  lands  and  barony  t)f  Corriemonie,  coni- 
P^ehokling  the  £4  lands  of  Corriemooie,  and  £4  laudy  of  Morall,  and  £8  lands 
"  *W  Meiklie^,  40«  lands  of  Lochletter,  40s  lands  of  Auchatcmnu.h.  40.> 
■wU  of  Divia^b,  408  lands  of  Little  Cloyne,  and  the  half  lands  of  Cloync 
'^Ue,  and  40«  lands  of  IMtchirrellcroy,  extending  in  tUl  to  a  £27  land,  in  the 
^'^''Wp  of  Unjuhart  and  shire  of  Inverness." 

>  Chiefs  of  Grant,  I.,  501. 
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on  the  outbreak  of  the  Jacobite  insurrection  of  tha 
year,  captain  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh.  On  tl 
19th  of  August,  he  was  appointed  lord-lieu tenai 
of  the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Banff. 

During  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Quei 
Anne,  the  Tory  or  Jacobite  party  made  little  attein. 
to  conceal  their  intention  of  bringing  about  t, 
restoration  of  the  Stewarts  on  her  death.  Her  som 
what  sudden  end,  however,  in  August,  1714,  four 
them  unprepared  ;  and,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
appeared  to  acquiesce  in  the  accession  of  George  th 
First.  The  Earl  of  Mar,  who  had  great  influence  ii 
the  North,  offered  his  services  to  George,  and  obtainec 
from  a  number  of  Highland  chieftains,  including  Th 
Chisholm  and  Iain  a'  Chragain,  Laird  of  Glenmoris 
ton,  a  letter  entreating  him  to  assure  the  Govern 
ment  of  their  loyalty  to  His  Majesty.^  But  thes 
professions  were  only  intended  to  deceive.  I 
August,  1715,  the  Earl  held  the  famous  Hunting  ( 
Braemar,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  rise  in  am 
for  James,  son  of  James  the  Seventh.  Glengari 
was  present  at  the  Hunting,  and  so  also,  it  is  sai* 
was  his  neighbour,  Iain  a!  Chragain.  They  we 
old  companions  in  arms,  for  they  had  fought  side  I 
ftide  for  James'  father  at  Killicrankie.  The  Laird 
Grant  and  the  Brigadier  were  enthusiastic  Whij 
but  that  circumstance  did  not  prevent  their  clai 
men  and  tenants  taking  up  the  Stewart  cauj 
Under  the  banner  of  Glengarry  were  found  Iain 

'  Collection  <»f  Original   Letters  and  Authcutick  Pai)oi-«  relatiug  to 
j^  l^ollijii  .)f  1715,  r». 
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Chragain  and  his  men  of  Glenmoriston,  as  well 
as  a  company  from  Glen-Urquhart,  under  the 
command  of  Macdonald  of  Aughtera,  with  Alex- 
ander Cumming,  a  brother  of  Dulshangie,  and 
William  Grant,  a  son  of  Corrimony,  as  his  lieuten- 
ants.^ Alexander  Grant  of  Shewglie,  son  of  that 
Shewglie  who  fell  at  Corribuy,  privately  exercised 
tis  influence  in  favour  of  the  Stewarts.^ 

The  story  of  The  Fifteen    may  be  briefly  told. 
Mar  unfurled  his  standard  early  in  September,  and, 
i»»rching  southward,  seized  Perth,  which  he  made 
"w  headquarters.     He  was  opposed  by  John,  Duke 
"f  Argyll,    commander-in-chief  of    King   George's 
forces  in  Scotland.       Glengarry  and   Glenmoriston 
were  sent    into    Argyll    with    five    hundred    men, 
to  raise  the   Jacobites    of  that   county,   and    seize 
Inveraray.      Th:y    met   with    no    success,    and    in 
November    they    joined    Mar — whose    forces    had 
already   been    increased    by     the     arrival    of     the 
(lisholms   and    other    northern    clans — in  tiitie   to 
take   part    in  the  battle    of  Sheriftmuir.      In  that 
strange  conflict  the   right  wing  of  each   army  was 
victorious,    and   the  left  defeated ;   and   both    sides 
claimed  the  victory.     But  while  the  immediate  issue 
was  doubtful,  the  result  of  the  battle,  and  of  the 
defeat,  on  the  same  day,  of  Mackintosh  of  Borlum's 
army    in   England,  was   to   break   the  back  of  the 
insurrection.     Mar  s  army  melted  away  ;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  appearance  on  the  scene  of  James 

^  Chief i  of  Grant,  H.,  95. 
'MemoruJ,  dated  1746,  at  Castle  Grant. 
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himsolt'.  the  Rising  of  the  Fifteen  speedily  camet«  • 
;\:.  v:.il.     lUiriiiir  its  Cf»urse  Macdonald  of  KepjKicli 
:    :   .w:    Gleii-UrJiiihait  with    three    hundred   iiieii^ 
::-:':  irreat  •-•::: :t»i^:*s.  and  carried   ort'  a  lar^r 

V  :    .'induct    ox    :':.e  men    who    had  gone  t'r»»iu 
J  .      r:\;uhari   to  ifii:  :':.r  Jacjbite  annv  i^avt*  thfir 

...  .\:.  Uriiradit-r  Giva!.:.  rxoessive  annovance.  ami 

I..  •» 

\,\vr. i    venLfeaiAV    :ijri::>t    them.       •' Hv  what 

«...  • 

■.:.:;::• 'ii  I  can  gt-i  lr*::\i  >*>:rie  prisoners  takt-n  at 
,V:  .M.iiiiT.-. '  ht*  wruir  ::v':y:  .^lirlimr  to  his  brother. 
k\. :::»::.  Ge«.»ri:r:*  Ciiv.!.:.  :.  -'Jul  i>fcenil>er.  "' I  liinl 
..  ;:v  \vri..-  >..iii.>  .:'  :::^  Ui>ji:hart  men  with  the 
•x\  ;^.>.  I  :>'  .":i-:^:i:.v  ^v;.^  .-..•:n:iiande<.l  hv  McDonid*! 
v-:  A..^/:-:-:!  :  l»T.s:::-.:.^':r>  hn.'ther.  Alexander 
V  .:r..".  ..  ^.  *.v..^  !.r".::r:.:i:.:.  :^::d  i ^ •rriemonie's  s<.in»* 
NN  .  ...  v^i.i:...  iv-rr  ni^ei-^  >  -  .  I  Lave  a  list  of 
N>'\.. .,..*«  :  :.  t  :  :;v.,:r  :.:r:.  wiii/:i  I  neeil  not  send. 
>.:  x".  \  :.  _-::  :..r:..  :: .  :v.  L'lury  the  factor  o( 
I  . .       ,  .    >..:  :_.v.     I  :.  »:-e  whatever  c<»ms  of 

v.    .  ^  ^     .  ■*•  :..    ::.v     ::.rr   friends,  take  can* 

■     .  v..     -r   sv.v.ir^.:  :  r»e  shiire  vou 
..  \.  .     .  :  .•  .  .      I:'::.rvr  :.ot  ahW  to  main- 

>    *     -:>.?:    \    :.   ;-,:  mv    eharire   Itrtt 

.-:  ::     .:  :  re^s  I  :\  liav.  and  that 

**  ■,>..-,.         .i'.^  :.s     r  iv.ATioiis :  for,  as  far 

^^  .1        ,1  :  r.-st^^ute  them   and 

.      .    '.  .v:     :  \. ..■..;  .-■>     :'    t'lem.    that    so 


•^    ^         ^...  .»»v    .:'  toUowiniT   theiv 


>:..:..:    escape.    I    think 

\       ^  "        ^-i  1   :.:■  :  r  L::>     :  U-vat.  ill.'.. 
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others   would    be    the    readier    to    imitate    them. 

Besides,  with  me  its  ane  agravation  of  their  guilt 

t^^t  they  joyn'd  the  Laird  of  Glengarry ;  and  for 

t^^t  reason  I  hope  my  friends  will  be  at  some  pains 

^^  secure  these  rebells,  but  lett  [it]  be  so  cautiously 

^■^nadg'd  that  the  execution  of  it  may  be  all  at  the 

^ne  tym.     I'm  told  that  John  Grant  in  Divach  has 

oeen  a  very  turbulent  fellow  on  this  occasion.     I 

therefore  desire  that  he  may  be  keept  prisoner,  and 

not  allow'd   his   liberty   upon  baile,  as   I  hear  he 

purposes  ;  and  at  the  same  tym  lett  him  be  warn'd 

out  of  what  land  he  possesses  of  myn  again  [against] 

the  next  term.     So  give  your  orders  to  Clury  anent 

it."     The  Brigadier  himself  soon  followed  this  angry 

letter,  and  placed  soldiers  in  the  houses  of  Erchless, 

Brahan,  and  Borlum  near  Inverness.     His  visit  to 

Urquhart   was    not    so   disastrous  to  his  offending 

tenants  as  they  had  probably  expected. 

In  the  Act  of  Attainder  passed  by  Parliament 
after  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  John  (irant 
of  Glenmoriston,  The  Chisholm,  and  Alexander 
Macdonald  of  Glengarry,  are  named  among  those 
-who  had  taken  up  arms  against  King  George,  and 
-were  to  stand  and  be  adjudged  attainted  of  high 
treason  if  they  did  not  surrender  themselves  for 
trial  on  or  before  1st  June,  1716.  Glengarry  sur- 
rendered, and  was  pardoned.  Glenmoriston  and  The 
Chisholm  held  out ;  and  in  their  cases  the  attainder 
took  effect,  and  their  estates  were  forfeited.  Inver- 
moriston  House  was  given  to  the  flames  by  the 
Whig  soldiers,  and,  as  in  the  days  of  the  Ilevolution, 


'2lV2  URQUHART   AND   GLENMORISTOX. 

Iain    a'    Chraffain   had    to   betake    himself    to  th^ 
natural   fastnesses  of  that  glen   which,   legally,  h^ 
iH>ulil  no  lonofer  call  his  own.     A  cave  in  the  fact^ 
of  a  rock  overhanffino:  the  river  Moriston,  near  the 
fall    of   Kas-Iaiuraidh,   is   still   pointed   out   as  his 
favourite  retreat  until  the  Kings  general  amnesty 
in  1717  made  it  s«ife  for  him  to  appear  in  public. 

The   estate    of  Cjlenmoriston — now    once    again 
Crown    pivjvrty — was.    together    with    the    lands 
of    The    llusholm,    the     Earl     of    Seaforth,    and 
\>lluM*  attainteil  landowners,  placed  by   Parliament 
under   ihe   manaojement   of  the   Forfeited    Estates 
iVnuuissioViei^,     These  c^ntlemen  did  not  find  their 
Tc4sk   an   rasv   one.     The    tenants,    in   most    cases^ 
Hii5\o:\\:  !o\-:^l.y  :o  iheir  old  proprietors,  and  refused 
to  :v:iY   :x  v.:    :v>  the  representatives  of  the  Crown, 
fi.e  s:orv   ^  •   IVr^ald   Murehison,  Seaforth's  cham- 
lw*,i::,.  vV.*t\::v^  the  rents  of  Kintail,  and  sending 
the;.*,  to  t..;'   K.\rl  v^v.  the  Continent,  is  well  known. 
Iv.    ,*^    s.-.v,,h*r  :v.,s:,:-Tr   I;:i:r.   a^  Chragain   practically 
>\v  t.vv,-.\t  ;.^  '       >■   "->    '-^*  patrimony.     The  great 
:*.;Vk  . !      s  ;'s.:.s:x'    ••-,.>  :":::::i  Vv  the  Commissioners 
:/  .\    v   :  :-.'   ,o:,:vc*v:v  ::  h:>  r.r^j"  n^lations,  under 
.  .j;-  ;>    ^■•  :  .•       :    ■••;»>    .l~':u.":    to   set    aside.     His 
:v.\  ,    ,      Vs:    ,<    :■:•,•,  :h»T   hvr.'.i>  ::' Coineachan  and 
•vv.  0.  IV,    //..j;     .s  •••i<,.>f«r-:   f.cr  .Cv^  merks  Soot& 
;\,   •,<   v'.^:    :r!   /•^Assk>:    :j*d  &   $cr.iiiar  right   to 
v>>->wi*;'  ,*  o   V.i'.x-':j.sx»r.  .r  5e:^r:tty  .m':>«X»0  merks. 
V^-^  ,i-    ?J^»:cip>  .-r^. :  v%.>sa?!ssf*.t  IViJine^^an  under 
.%.   •*v,.>;;-.    vi     5  x».    T;*z'rs.^     ,' .c'    Mj^xivX^ald  held 
•^.  i,v  vi»,v^w\       ><.o^--:>  :r  }•  j.  xi^erck     Ttue  Lairds 


^  OLDES   TIMES    IN    THK    PAHlfin.  233 

bi*other,  Duncan,  had  Wester  Inverwick,  in  security 

of    1000  merks  ;  his  soii-in-law,  Alexander  Grant  of 

SKeKglie,  tenanted  Glenfad,  and  retained  the  rent 

on  account  of  the  interest  of  two  sums  of  3000  merks 

and  £200  Scots  due  to  him  :  and,  to  crown  all,  his 

own  wife,  the  daugliter  of  Sir  Eweii  of  Lochiel,  was 

tenant  of  the    home    farms   of  Invermoriston  and 

Blaine  iu  virtue  of  some  right  granted  to  her  before 

the  Rising,  as  a  safeguard,  prolwbly,  against  mis- 

^^  fortune.' 

^H       In  addition  to  these  legal  difficulties,  the  officers 

^B«  the  Commissioners  ran  considerable  risk  of  per- 

^^P>nal  violence  in  the  performance  of  their  work;  and 

^B*'hen   their  surveyor-general,  Sir  Patrick  Strachan 

^^  w  Gtenkindy,  came  north  to  make  enquiry  concern- 

"'g  the  lands  of  Glenmoriston  and  their  rental,  he 

"'d  not  venture  within  the  bounds  of  our  Parish,  but 

''*^'d    his   court    on    the    Green  of  Muirtown,    near 

Inverness,     In  response  to  his  summons,  the  Glen- 

'^'^riston  wadsetters  and  tenants  met  him  there  on 

*9th  October,  1718,  and  on  oath  declai'efl  the  rents 

*"*!  duties  payable  by  them.     As  so  ascertained,  the 

total   yearly   value  of  the   whole  estate    amounted 

**'*'>■  to  .£691  168  8d  Scots,  or  £57  13s  Ofd  sterling  !* 

Itumours  of  a  Spanish  invasion  in  the  interest 

'     the    Chevalier,    encouraged    the    Glenmoriston 

'^la.jitry,  led  by  their  old  Laird  and  his  sons,  to 

^*'*tinue  to  defy  the  Commissioners  ;  but  their  hopes 

^    *^«»feiteil  E*Ut«B  Papers,  iii  RegiaUir  House.  Ediiiliurgh, 
,j.         *'\iKmteil  KiUtM  Pmpers.     This  amount  included  the  rent  of  Daleattug, 
**   telongerf  Iti  Qleniaurialon  before  Ihe  forfeiture. 
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were  almost  destroyed  when,  in  1719,  GeueraM",^^^i\ 
Wightmaii,  marching  from  Inverness  hy  Strath —  -^crr^. 
eri-ick,  Kil-Chuimein,  and  Cilenmoriston,'  defeatecE:;* ^5-^ 
the  Spaniards  in  Glenshiel.  Still,  however,  no  reiit^, — ^f^s 
found  their  way  into  the  coffers  of  the  Com  miss  ioners^^^^aoB 

and  so,  to  enil   the  farce,  two  resolute   Rosii'shir^ ^:^ 

Whigs — WiUiain  Ross  of  Easter  Fearn,  ex-provost 
of  Tain,  and  his  brothar,  Robert  Rjss,  one  of  th  — 
bailies  of  that  burgh'— were  appointetl   factors  <^i 
the  estates  of  Seaforth,  Chisholm,  and  Glennioristoa  7 
in  October,    17'20,  with  instructions  to  bring  them« 
effectually  under  Government  control.     The  factws 
began  quietly  by  serving  the  tenants  with  demands 
for  payment  of  their  rents.     The  notices  were  treated 
with  contempt,  and  they  thei-efore  resolved  to  visit 
the  estates  in  pereon.     Starting  from  Inverness,  on 
13th   Ssptemb^r,    1721,    undar  th^  escort  of  Lieu- 
tenant John  Allardyce  and  a  company  of  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  North  British  Fusihers,  and  proceeding 
through  Glen-Urt|uharL,  they  reached  Invermoriston 
"  after  some  adventures,"  and  there  held  a  court  on 
the  2l8t,  to  whicli  they  summoned  the  wadsetters 
and  tenants.      A  few  only  olieyed.      Easter  Fearn 
acted  as  baron-bailie,  or  judge  :  hi"  brother  took  the 
part  of  prosecutor,  and  formally  demanded  payment 
of  the  rents  of  the  crops  for  the  years  1715  to  1721, 
inclusive.     Some  of  the  tenants  admitted  that  the 
amounts  claimed  were  due,  and  the  biron-bailie 
judgment  a^inst  them.      Others  swore  that,   not- 
withstanding  the    forfeitui'e,  tliey  had   paid    their 

'  Jacobite  LainU  of  (l^gk,  461.         '  1 
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rents  to  the  old  Laird — a  few  adding  by  way  of 
«>cc3use,  that  they  were  **  stressed  thereto."  The 
<5*^-^es  of  those  who  had  paid  to  the  Laird  were 
^^^rred  to  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  ;  while 
^'^^^  absent  tenants  were  **  held  as  confessed,"  and 
J^^cjgment  given  against  them.^ 

But  these  proceedings  were  of  little  avail.    Among 

^l^cse  who  watched   them  was   iahi   a    Chragain  s 

^<?cond  son,  Patrick,  a  young  lad  of  spirit,  who  bore 

Bo  love  to  the  gentlemen  of  Easter  Ross,  and  whose 

great  ambition  was  to  cut  short  their  factorial  career. 

When  they  left  Invermoriston,  with  the  intention  of 

visiting  Strathglass  and  Kintail,  Patrick,  with  a  few 

Jrindred  spirits,  took  the  short  route  by  the  Braes  of 

Glenmoriston    to   the    West   Coast,    and    informed 

Donald  Murchison  of  their  approach.     Murchison, 

who  had  had  some  militaiy  experience  as  an  officer 

in  the  Jacobite  army,  resolved  that  they  should  not 

enter  the  bounds  of  the  Seaforth  country  ;  and,  with 

about   three    hundred    men,    and     accompanied    by 

Patrick  Grant  and  his  companions,  he  crossed  tlie 

mountains  in  the  direction  of  Strathglass,  and  lay  in 

i»rait  for  them  in  the  heights  of  Glen-Atfaric.      The 

fiu^tors,   having  held   courts   in   Strathglass,  started 

with  their  escorb  for  Kintail.       But  their  progress 

was  stopped  at  Ath-nam-Muileach,  where  they  were 

suddenly  confronted  by  Murchisons  party.      After 

an  exchange  of  fire,   Easter  Fearn  and  Murchison 

met    between    the  lines,  with    the  result  that  the 

£9u:tors  retraced  their  steps,  leaving,  it  is  said,  their 

"  Forfeited  Estates  Papers,  in  Register  House. 
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ommission  in  Donald's  hands.  In  the  skirmish 
Easter  Fearn  and  his  son  Walter,  and  several  others, 
\\  ere  wounded.  Walter  succumbed  to  his  injuries, 
and  his  body  was  carried  hy  the  Fusiliers  to  Beauly, 
and  buried  within  the  walls  of  the  Priorv. 

With  the  view  of  punishing  the  perpetrators  of 
this  outrage,  the  authorities  went  to  some  trouble  to 
ascertain  who  were  present  with  Murchison.  On 
I  I  th  and  20th  November,  Robert  Gordon  of  Haugh, 
KSheriif- Depute  of  Inverness,  held  courts  of  enquiry 
at  Inverness,  at  which  witnesses  gave  the  names 
of  such  as  they  had  recognised — among  them  being 
Patrick  Grant,  and  Donald  Rov,  Achnaconeran,  sou 
of  the  Glenmoriston  irround-officer.^  Similar  com-ts 
were  held  by  John  Baillie,  also  a  Sheriff- Depute,  at 
Guisachan,  on  16th  November,  and  at  Duldreggao 
on  the  20th.'-  But  these  enquiries  had  no  result. 
The  Glenmoriston  men  escaped  the  punishment 
which  was  intended  for  them,  and  Patrick  Grant 
lived  to  acquire  the  estate  of  his  forefathers,  which 
he  enjoyed  till  his  death,  at  a  great  age,  in  1786.* 

^  Forfeited  Erttate^  PiiperM.  '  Ibid. 

^Tlie  following  fnignient  of  a  spirited  old  ballad  on  the  ^kirroii^h  ••£ 
Ath-nam-Muileach — The  Konl  of  the  Men  of  Mull— Is  now  printeil  for  the 
fir«t  time.  According  to  tradition,  it  waH  the  work  of  a  Beauly  woniAn  who 
witnessed  the  return  of  the  factors,  and  the  burial  of  Walter  Roes  : — 

ITd-ud  !     Ud-ud  I     Ud-ud-iain  ! 
Bu  tubaisteach  bhur  c6mhal, 
'Nuair  thaohair  praagan  ullanih  ruibh 
Ais(  Ath-nam-Muileach  comhla. 

Our  h-olc  a  chaidh  a'  chomhairle  leibh, 
'S  i  dh'fhag  bhur  gnothach  cearbach — 
Oun  deacli  Fear  Fe^i  a  mhaslachadh, 
'8  gun  deach  a  mhac  a  mharbhadh. 
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In  the  year  1724,  Government  sent  General 
"Wade  into  the  Highlands  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  country  )  and,  as  the  result  of  his  report  and 
recommendations,  he  was  commissioned  to  disarm 
the  Highlanders,  and  to  carry  out  certain  sug- 
gestions which  he  had  made.  On  15th  September, 
1725,  the  men  of  Glenmoriston,  Glengarry,  and 
Strathglass,  made  a  show  of  surrendering  their  arms 
to  him  at  the  then  newly  erected  barrack  of  Kil- 

Gun  deach  Fear  Fe2irn  a  luliaulachadh, 
'S  gun  deach  a  mhac  a  inharbliadh  ; 
'S  gun  tug  sibh  mU  a'  Mharcuis  leibh 
Air  chupall  oach  'b  air  chirbad  ! 

Gun  deach  Fear  Fehm  a  mliaalachadh, 
A's  chaidh  a  mhac  a  reubadh  ; 
S  chaidh  luchd  Dan  cota  daithte  'hiu 
A  chaaaid  a  Dhuin-Eideann  ! 

'Nuair  chunna  sibh  nach  b'urrainn  duibh 
Na  giullain  a  bh'aig  D^inhnuU, 
Gun  tug  bibh  an  coitunisslon  da 
A  fhuair  Hibh  'ghibiit  bho  Deursa  ! 

Guidlieam  ceud  Imaidh-thapaidh  leat, 
A  Dh^nihnuill  ghai^ia,  ghleuwla, 
A  Dliumhnuill  threul'haicli,  churanti, 
Ni  fcum  dho  arm  'd  dhe  cidcadh  ! 

(Ud-ud  I  U<l-ud !  rd-ud-iain  I  Awkwiinl  v^aa  your  [the  Whign']  jK*r- 
furiDAUue  on  the  day  on  which  the  Hi)riglitly  conii>any  [of  JambiteH]  met  yo  i 
*t  Ath-nam-Muileac'h.  IJad  was  the  result  of  your  consultation  :  it  brought 
jour  erran<l  to  a  feeble  end  ;  Foam  wan  disgraced,  and  lii.s  yon  wa^  slain. 
Pram  was  dingraced,  and  his  Hon  was  slain  ;  an<l  you  carried  the 
rent  <»f  the  Marijui^i  [of  Seafi^rthJ  with  you  on  a  bier  between  two  Imrsos  ! 
[A  i«arcaAtic  allunion  to  the  fact  that,  instead  of  returning  witl.  the 
rent,  they  returned  with  young  Fearn'ji  deji<l  Unly.]  Fearn  was  dis- 
gncedf  and  hi«  son  was  mangled  ;  aufl  the  men  of  the  coloure<l  coats  went 
to  Ivdinburgh  to  complain  I  When  you  hiiw  that  you  coul<l  not  cojm'  with 
Donald's  youtlu*.  you  gave  uj)  to  him  the  commission  which  you  received  in 
^^t  fn>m  [King]  (/e<»rge  !  I  wish  you  a  hundi<Hl  brave  victori"8,  O  Donalil 
the  go4^Ki  and  ex]>ert,  Donald  the  Udd  an<i  valorous,  who  can  put  arms  and 
acctrntremeuts  to  proprr  use  !) 


>■>:  •!. :•■?*!"? 


h  4    »        i 


»-• 


1  .    ■ <  ■  »^  ■     ,     .  ■ 


I       •' 


Jj.'    M    ■■".  iL../   .-      .1-i 


1  •  -  ' 


_--      . . .  I  .  . 


*'    "A 


I  T    -':• 


•  • 


i  , 


I. -I 

II  ■ 


^  -  .-  >.  ...  I' 

-  .  ...  I  •• 

.  -     "  ".     '.        . . "^  '  '^"^    •  *'.    tilt* 

'  '  ■"  ■_■■,[  :..  :..r-  i  '.iin- 

■'   -  ■  ■■..•■  .y    :      ::--  Litinl  "t 

,    1,1    Fi;i'.  iii;.'   ■M((t'i't\*'(]  T.O  tli.ii  j»ropfr-riv  tlirou^'li 

,,,.,iliri         III'-   t\*-fi\   uf  halt!   was   sij^iu:"*!  on   'M'A 

,  Mil.r  I      l/ii'i.       Liiiluvick's    (Mitrv    was   held   to 
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OLDEN    TIMES    I^    THE    PARISH.  z3y 

I  fuice  was  X1086  sterling,  with  interest  at  five  per 
J  cent,  from  that  term  till  payment.  The  price  waa 
I  paid  on  2l8t  July,  1732,  when  the  Barons  of 
I  Exchequer  conveyed  the  estate  to  Ludovick,  who 
(■eally  acted  for  behoof  of  old  Iain  a'  Chra^ain  and 
Iiis  family,  "  There  seemed,"  says  Mr  Hill  Burton, 
in  reference  to  the  forfeited  estates,'  "  to  be  a  tacit 
combination  through  the  community  to  enclose  the 
property  with  a  net-work  of  debts,  burdens,  and 
o'd  family  settlements,  through  the  meshes  of  which 
f-he  Commissioners  could  only  extract  fractional 
poi-tions."  In  the  case  of  Glenraoriston,  Iain  a' 
Chragain  and  his  friends  had  arranged  matters  so 
^^el  1  that  the  Commissioners  extracted  nothing, 
^ve  arrears  of  feu-duty  due  to  the  Crown.  No 
•duties  had  been  paid  since  the  time  of  Killicrankie, 
^l(i  the  arrears  now  amounted  to  ^75  3s  4d.* 

In  May,  1733,  Ludovick  conveyed  the  estate, 
J^'ot  to  Iain  a'  Chragain.  who  was  still  under 
attainder,  but,  to  his  eldest  son,  John.  He,  how- 
'^^^er,  retained  the  right  of  superiority  of  part  of 
"uldreggan,  Invervvick,  Blairie,  Over  Inver,  and 
L  "ether  Inver,  in  his  own  person. 

Young  John  Grant,  the  new  proprietor,  died  on 
3rd  December,  1734.  Iain  a'  Chragain  survived  till 
I  30tli  November,  1736.  Born  in  1657,  when  Crom- 
,  well  ruled,  Iain  saw  the  Restoration  of  the  Stewarts, 
I  in  1660,  and  their  final  expulsion  in  1688.  He 
I  fought  for  them  at  Killicrankie  in    1689,  and  saw 
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his  mansion  destroyed  and  his  country  pillaged  for 
his  pains.     He  fought  for  them  again  at  Sheriffmuir 
in  1715,  after  which  his  residence  was  again  given 
to  the  flames,  and  his  estates  forfeited.      He  was 
essentially  a  man  of  strife — eager,  bold,  and  fearless; 
and  in  his  younger  days,  when  there  was  no  fighting 
to  do,  he  gave  scope  to  the  natural  bent  of  his  mind 
in  a  long  litigation  with  the  Laird  of  Grant  about 
his  family's  right  to  Balmacaan.     In  the  estimation 
of    his   people   he   was   a    perfect    chieftain ;    and 
traditions  which  still  survive  show  how  deep  the 
impression    was    that    his    deeds    made    upon   the 
popular  mind,  and  with  what  genuine  affection  his 
memory  has  been  cherished  even  to  the  present  day.* 

^  By  his  second  wife,  Janet,  daughter  of  Sir  Eweti  Cameron  of  Lochiel, 
Iain  a'  Chragain  had  ten  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  at  the  time  of  the  bdj'i 
death  in  1 759,  their  descendants  numbered  200  [Scots  Magtuine.^     As  a  remark* 
able  instance  of  the  linking  of  distmt  ages  by  the  lives  of  individuals,  it  m^y 
be  mentioneil  that  Iain,  who  was  born  in  the  days  of  tue  Commonwealth,  tt* 
his  grand:son,  Colx.el  Hugh  Gnint  of  Moy  (sou  of  Grant  of  Shew^lie),  wb<> 
was  born  in  1733,  and  Kurvive<l  till  the  year  1822.     A  sculptured  stone  core* 
the  grave  (in    Inverinoriston  churchyartl)  of  lain  a'   Chragain  and  \m  «» 
John,   bearing   the  following  iusoription  :  — "  This  stone  is  erected  here  ii» 
memory   of  the  Much  Honoured  John    Grant,  Laerd  of  Glenmoristoo,  whc^ 
dyed  Xovr.  30,  173t),  aged  79  ;  and  his  son,  John  Grant,  Youi»ger  Lienl  ^ 
Glcnnioriston,  who  departed  this  life  ye  3d  Decemr.,  1734,  Age<l  35  y«r»'  * 

Adjoining  is  the  t:>mb8tone  of  Iain's  wife,  on  which  there  is  the  in8cripti«»o  :^ 

"  This  stone  is  erected  here  in  memorj'  (;f  the  nmch  Honoured  Janet  Cani«ro» 
La<ly  to  the  Honoured  John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  Daughter  to  the  Hououre 
Si     Ewen  Cameron  of  I^>chiel,  who  departed  this  life,  Febry.  1759,  aged 
yeirs." 


OLDEN   TIMES   IN   THE   PARISH.  241 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

1719—1746. 

Sir  Jaincs  (.Jrant — Tlie  Forty-Five. — The  Three  Alexanders  of 
Urquhart  Suf)ix)rt  Prince  Charles. — A  Message  of  Welcome  to 
the  Prince. — Agitation  and  Threatenings. — Jacobite  Recruits 
from  Urquhart  and  Glen moris ton. — Ludovick  Grant's  Policy 
<»f  Caution.  —  The  Prince's  Letter  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
Unjuhart. — His  Cause  Espoused  by  the  Minister. — A  Sabbath- 
Day's  Meeting  in  Sui)i)ort  of  the  Prince.  -  -The  Factor's 
Reports  to  Ludovick. — Ludovick's  Lettei*s  to  the  Factor. — 
Patrick  Grant  of  Glenmoristou  joins  the  Prince. — Their  First 
Interview. — Prestoupans. — Colonel  Macdonells  Demand. — 
Achmoiiic's  Mission  to  Castle  Grant. — Ludovick's  Message 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  Urquhart. — Macdonell  in  Urquhart. — 
An  Intemipted  March. — The  Macdonalds  and  the  Frasers  in 
Trquhart.—  The  Conference  of  Torshee.  —  Doubts  and 
Hesitations.  —  Corrimonv  and  Achmonio  visit  Ludovick. — 
The  Earl  of  Cromartie,  the  Master  of  Lovat,  and  Macdonald 
of  Barisdale,  in  the  Parish. — Achmonie's  Undertiiking  to 
the  Ijaird  of  Grant. — The  Cause  of  the  Prince  Prospers 
in  the  Parish.  —  The  Factor  in  Despair.  —  The  Prince's 
Arrival  in  Inverness. — New  Recruits  from  Urquhart. 

B^i:<;adier  Grant,  who  died  childless  in  1719,  was 

^^creeded  by   his  brother,   Sir   James  Grant.     Sir 

J^^rit«  sat  in  Parliament  from  1722  till  his  death  in 

^*  -^7;  and  in  his  latter  years  he  left  the  manage- 

i^^iit  of  his  estates  to  his  son,  Ludovick  Grant — 

tW   **  Ludovick   Colquhoun"    of  om-   last   chapter. 

l»^ulovick   had    practised    for    a    time    as    a    Scots 

16 


242  URQUHAUT  AND  6LENMORI8TON. 

advocate,  and  he"put  his  legal  training  to  good  use 
in  steering  clear  of  both  Hanoverian  and  Jacobite 
complications  during  the  struggle  of  The  Forty-Five. 
After  the  unfortunate  Rising  of  The  Fifteen,  the 
Old  Chevalier  made  no  serious  effort  to  regain  the 
crown  of  his  forefathers.     But  he  was  still  looked  on 
by  the  Jacobites   as  their   rightftil   monarch,  and 
their  hopes  rose  as  his  son,  Charles  Edward,  grew  in 
years  and  began  to  show  signs  of  the  manliness  and 
energN^  of  the   old  Stewart   race.     In    1743  these 
hopes  seemed  alx)ut  to  be  realised.    France  prepared 
to  invade^ritain^with  15,000  men,  and  invited  the 
young  Prince  to  accompany  the  expedition.    Charles 
ardently  responded  ;  but  the  ships  which  were  to 
carry  the  army  across  the  English  Channel  were 
scattered    in    a    storm,    and    the    enterprise    was 
abandoned.      In   vain   did    Charles   appeal   to  the 
French  Government  not  to  forsake  him.     Vain  also 
were  his  appeals  to  the  Spanish  Court.    Both  French 
and   Spaniards   promised  much,  and  did   nothing; 
and  in  the  end  the  eager  Prince  resolved  to  gain  an 
empire  without  their  aid,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 
Sailing  from  France  in  a  small  vessel  belonging  to  a 
private  gentleman,  he  arrived  at  Loch-nan-Uamh 
on    19th  July,    1745,  accompanied   only   by  seven 
friends  and  one  attendant.     He  landed  on  the  25th, 
and   despatched   letters   to   such  of  the  Highland 
chiefs  and  other  persons  of  influence  as  were  likelv 
to   assist  him.     The  news  of  his  landing  speedily 
spread,  and,  notwithstanding  the  feelings  of  disap- 
pointment with  which  the  Highlanders  heard  of  the 
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wretchedness  of  his  retinue  and  the  slenderness  of 
his  stores,  many  hastened  to  take  part  In  what 
must  have  appeared  to  the  most  sanguine  of  them 
as  an  all  but  desperate  attempt  to  drive  the  Guelphs 
from  the  British  throne. 

The  Camerons  and  the  Macdonalds  early  joined 
the  Prince,  and  endeavoured  to  induce  the  men  of 
tJrquhart  and  Gleomoriston  to  follow  their  example. 
M  this  they  had  the  co-operation  of  the  Three 
Alexanders  of  Urquhart  —  Alexander  Grant  of 
Corriraony,  who  had  his  own  tenants  at  his  beck 
*nd  call ;  Alexander  Grant  of  Shewglie,  to  whom 
the  inhabitants  of  the  then  popiJous  districts  of 
Shewglie,  Lochletter,  and  Inchbrine,  looked  for 
gmtlance  :  and  Alexander  Mackay  of  Achmonie,  the 
friend  and  adviser  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'Strath,"  or  the  portion  of  the  Glen  lying  to  the 
«astof  AUt-a'-Phuill,  or  the  Burn  of  Polmaily.  Of 
these  Shewglie  was  the  oldest,  the  ablest,  and  the 
^^t  enthusiastic.'  His  sympathies  were  with  the 
otewarts  in  1715,  and  his  loyalty  to  them  grew  as 
"^  years  increased.*  As  soon  as  he  heai'd  of 
vharles'  landing,  he  sent  James  Grant,  son  of  his 
Wiisin-gennan,  Robert   Grant,  who  had  fought  at 


'  Ludovick  Grant  liescribed  him  sh  "  »  msn  vcrj  remarkable  for  Highland 

nnniog."— Mem.irial    tci    tliE    Al  toniey-General    {ia)|.y     at    Ciisllt    Grant). 

ITk  dricumaiila  ijunted  in  tliis  chapter  are  at  Cantlo  Grant,  eioept  where 

tahttwue  ii][(icat«d,  and  some  uf  theui  are  printed  in  the '' Chiefs  of  (ii-auL" 

'Shcwglie'a  "conneGtiona"  were  strimg  Jacobitos.     Hia  father  v,-a»  tliat 

June*  Grant  who  fouijht  fur  Kiiii;  James  at  Killioraukie,  and  waa  niaiu  at 

Carribaj.     HU    SniC  wife  was  a  daughter  of  The  Chishuliii  ;    hii  woiiirl,  il 

dang^ter  of  lain  a'  Chragain,  and  griud -daughter  uf  Sir  Ewen  of  Livrhiel. 

One  of  bii  daughters  wai  married  l<i  Cameruo  uf  Clunoa,  in  Lucliaber. 
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SheriflSnuir,  to  him  with  a  message  of  welcome. 
He  composed  songs  in  his  praise,  which  were  sung 
at  every  fireside  in  the  Parish.  The  sympathies  of 
the  people  were  with  the  Prince,  and  the  friends  of 
King  George  began  to  be  alarmed.  Lord  President 
Forbes  of  Culloden,  writing  on  1 5th  August  to  Sir 
John  Cope,  who  was  leading  an  army  northward 
towards  Comarrack  and  Fort- Augustus,  informs  him 
that,  according  to  report,  the  Camerons  and  Mao- 
donalds  "are  endeavouring,  by  threats,  to  force 
theii'  neighbours,  the  Grants  of  Glenmoristone  and 
Urquart,  to  join  them  in  aims,"  and  concludes — '*  If 
what  I  have  before  mentioned  is  true,  that  the 
Highlanders  who  have  joined  the  Adventurer  fix)m 
France  are  beginning  to  use  threats  to  compel  their 
neighbours  to  join  them,  it  will  naturally  occur  to 
you  that  the  immediate  presence  of  the  troops  is 
necessary."^  On  the  same  day  Brodie  of  Brodie 
writes  Ludovick  Grant  that  "  Sir  John  Cope  will  be 
at  Fort-Augustus  probably  on  Saturday  with  his 
troops,  so  that  your  people  of  Urquhart  need  not  be 
afraid  of  the  threatenings  sent  them,  of  which  the 
bearer  Corrynionie  will  give  you  the  pai'ticulars." 

The  threatenings  of  the  Camerons  and  Mac- 
donalds  were  not  necessaiy  to  induce  the  young 
men  of  our  Parish  to  place  themselves  under  the 
standard  of  the  Prince.  That  standaixl  was  raised 
at  Glentinnaii  on  19th  August.  The  men  of  Glen- 
nioriston  joined  immediately  afterwards,  and  the 
Macdonalds  and  Camerons  in  Glen-Urquhart  were 

*  CulUiden  Papers,  372. 
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eager  to  follow.  These  circumstances  were  reported 
by  Sir  James  Grant's  brother  —  Major  George 
Grant,  Governor  of  the  Castle  of  Inverness,  or 
Fort  Greorge,  as  it  was  then  called — to  the  Lord 
President,  who  replied  on  26  th  August : — "  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  the  intelligence  you  sent  me 
from  Urquhart  is  not  precisely  true.  That  fools 
might  have  join'd  I  doubt  not ;  but  I  flatter  myself 
their  numbers  are  small ;  and  yet  I  shall  give  notice 
to  Sir  John  [Cope]  of  the  rumor.  In  my  opinion 
you  ought  forthwith  to  acquaint  your  nephew 
[Ludovick  Grant]  with  the  arrivall  of  Sir  John 
amongst  us,  that  he  may  give  the  proper  directions 
to  hold  his  people  in  readiness  to  join  him,  and  to 
act  by  his  directions,  if  there  shall  be  occasion."^ 

On  the  same  date  Major  Grant  wrote  to  Ludo- 
vick, as  Culloden  suggested,  informing  him  of  Sir 
John  Cope's  movements,  and  adding  — "  Glen- 
moristone  and  Glengary's  people  joyned  them  [the 
Jacobites]  on  Saturday,  and  I'm  aflfraid  some  of  the 
McDonalds  and  Camerons  in  Urquhart  will  follow 
their  example  on  account  of  the  threatenings  they 
have  got." 

The  Prince  arrived  at  Aberchalder  in  Glengarry 
on  the  27th,  and  next  day  marched  across  Corri- 
arrack  into  Badenoch.  Finding  that  Sir  John  Cope 
had  turned  towards  Inverness,  he  hastened  south- 
ward, and  took  possession  of  Perth  on  4th  September. 

Ludovick  Grant  appears  to  have  been  at  heart  a 
sincere  enough  Whig.      The  new  dynasty  had,  how- 

>  CuUoden  Papers,  388. 
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ever,  no  great  claim  upon  his  services.  His  grand- 
father suffered  much  in  the  cause  of  William  the 
Third ;  but  his  prayers  for  compensation  were  left 
unanswered.  In  the  Rising  of  The  Fifteen,  his  uncle, 
Brigadier  Grant,  made  large  sacrifices  for  Geoi]ge 
the  First,  and  got  little  thanks  for  his  pains.  The 
practice  of  giving  without  receiving  had,  in  Ludo- 
vick's  estimation,  been  carried  fisir  enough,  and  he 
followed  the  example  of  certain  other  Highland 
chiefs,  and  adopted  a  policy  of  caution.^  At  an 
interview  with  Corrimony,  on  the  15th  or  16th  of 
August,  all  he  exacted  from  his  vassal  was  a  promise 
that,  in  the  coming  struggle,  he  should  do  nothing 
on  either  side  contrary  to  his  will.  At  a  later 
period  he  took  a  somewhat  similar  undertaking  from 
another  vassal,  Mackay  of  Achmonie.  In  his  letters 
to  Urquhart  he  urged  the  gentlemen  and  tenants 
of  that  country  to  stay  peaceably  at  home,  without 
indicating  in  the  slightest  degree  that  they  were 
under  any  obligation  to  fight  for  King  George ;  and, 
while  he  himself  kept  up  a  fair  appearance  towards 
the  Government,  he  did  nothing,  so  long  as  the  issue 
was  doubtful,  that  might  subject  him  unduly  to  the 

^  As  early  as  1737,  Ludovick  wrote  his  father  in  the  following  teniif  .*— 
"  Upon  reflecting  what  our  familie  has  suffered  hy  poUiUcks,  and  throwim 
out  our  money  upon  all  occasions  for  the  service  of  the  Go¥emment»  witfaMt 
ever  getting  ourselves  reimbursed,  and  at  the  same  time  obaenriog  tbit 
former  services  seem  rather  to  be  a  drawback  upon  us,  in  place  of  reocMi- 
mending  us  to  the  favour  of  the  present  Ministrie,  I  think  it  higfalie  pnidflifc 
to  live  retired,  and  to  endeavour  to  recover  the  losses  our  fttmilie  has 
...  I  see  our  familie  in  possession  of  noething  but  a  vast  mania 
promises  made,  as  appears  to  me,  without  anie  view  of  being  performed.  To 
know  verie  well  what  assurancess  I  had,  and  you  kn«>w  what  friendship  I 
with." 
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vengeance  of  the  Jacobites   in   the   event   of  the 
Prince's  ultimate  success.     He  raised  six  hundred 
men   in   Strathspey,  ostensibly  in   support  of  the 
Whig     Government ;     but    beyond     accompanying 
Macleod  of  Macleod  for  a  few  days  in  an  expedition 
into   Aberdeenshire,  and  sending  to  his  uncle,  the 
Governor  of  Inverness  Castle,  a  hundred  men  who 
subsequently  surrendered  to  the  Prince,  and  some 
of  whom  joined  his  standard,  he  made  no  real  effort 
for  King  George  until  after  Charles  was  crushed  at 
Culloden.     According  to  a  Strathspey  tradition,  he 
in  all  this  followed  the  advice  of  a  faithful  clansman, 
Alexander  Grant,  better  known  as   Alasdair   Mor 
Og — Big    Alexander    the    Younger — who    recom- 
mended him  to  let  those  light  who  had  nothing  to 
loee.^     His  conduct  met  with  the  approbation  of  his 
father,  who  desired    him,  in  a  letter  written  from 
London,  and  which  was  intercepted  by  the  Highland 
army,    "  to   stay   at    home   and    take   care   of   his 
country,   and  join    no   party. "^     It   was,  however, 
impossible  entirely  to  restrain  the  men  of  Urquhart. 
The  Three  Alexanders  continued  to  agitate  for  the 
Prince,  and   their  appeals   were   seconded   by   the 
Rev.  John  Grant,  minister  of  the  Parish.     Charles 
acknowledged  Shewglie's  welcome  by  addressing  a 
letter    to    himself    and    the    other    gentlemen    of 
Urquhart,  which  was  publicly  read  by  the  minis- 
ter at   a    meeting    held    in    Kilmore    churchyard 

'  TndiUon  oommunicated   to   the   Autlior  by  Alexander's  deAcendaDt, 
*V«r  WOlUm  Grant,  factor  of  Urquhart. 

*  Letter,  John  Grant,  factor  of  Urquhart,  to  Ludovick  Grant,  dated  17th 
%»*ember,  1745. 
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w:'-  <:v-!v,l  I'.u^..:..!?.  I  car.  assure  vou  not  one 
w«/."i  '  :'  •.:...:  :•-  r  M:.d'r\i  "i:  tnth  :  whereas  I  have 
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iiv\  II   part,  what   I  (h»siie  and  require  of  my  friends 

'  MiiiKiiirtl  *»y  l*uil«»vi«.k  io  the  Attorney  (tpiieral  (copy  at  Cutle  Or.nt', 
mill  liiin,  •l>>liii  nnuii,  fait«>r  of  L'njuhart.  to  Luiluvick. 
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and  teiinents  is  to  remain  at  home,  and  cutt  down 
their  comes  peaceably ,  as  we  are  doing  in  Strath- 
spey, and  as  most  of  Strathdoun  and  Glenlivat  are 
determined  to  do.  ...  I  shall  conclude  my 
letter  with  desiring  you  make  my  compliments  to 
the  gentlemen  of  Urquhart,  and  let  them  know  that 
I  desire  you  and  them  to  spirite  up  the  tennents 
and  inhabitants  of  Urquhart  to  remain  peaceable  at 
home,  and  to  assure  them  of  all  encouragement  from 
me,  nay,  of  favours,  if  they  are  obedient ;  whereas, 
be  they  who  they  will  that  will  act  other  ways  than 
I  desire,  they  may  expect  the  treatment  that  they 
will  justly  merite  from  me.  This  I  desire  you  read 
publickly ;  and  if  any  after  this  spirite  up  my 
tennents  to  act  a  part  against  me,  they  may  come 
to  suffer  for  it.  Let  nobody  pretend  to  make  the 
people  imagine  I  have  a  secret  and  revealed  will  ; 
for,  if  they  insinuate  any  such  malicious  notions 
among  my  tennents,  ixssure  you  the  people  they  are 
deceiving  them,  and  hurrying  of  them  to  their 
destruction ;  and,  that  my  sentiments  may  appear, 
I  desire  you  keep  this  letter  as  an  evidence  against 
them."  And  in  a  postscript  he  adds — "  1  begin  to 
think  that  some  people  want  to  send  oft'  some  of  my 
tennents  of  purpose  to  make  a  complyment  of  them 
poor  people,  without  the  least  regard  to  their  real 
interest ;  but  warn  you  the  tennents  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  as  I  shall  do  of  them  conform  to  their 
behaviour  upon  this  occasion.  I  must  take  care  of 
my  tennents,  who  pay  me  my  rent,  and  will  show 
them  marks  of  kindness  which  none  other  can  do ; 
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and  before  they  be  much  older,  if  they  behave  well^ 
I  wiU  do  them  what  nobody  who  may  spirite  them 
up  against  me  can  da  Some  folks  who  may  hear 
this  letter  read  oueht  to  consider  well  what  thev  are 
dointr.*" 

This  message  was  more  explicit  in  its  terms  than 
the  Laird  of  Grant "s  tenants  had  been  led  to  expects 
and  the  immediat4i*  effect  of  it  was  to  prevent  them 
from    joining  Corrimc-HQV.  who,  with  twenty  of  his 
own  people,  had  came  as  &r  as  Milton  on  his  way  to 
the  Highland  army.     Upoc  the  advice  of  Shewglie, 
Corrimonv   returned   bofli>e   "  this   tvme ;"    but    he 
declared  that   if  Ludcrici   did   not   soon  join  the 
Prince,  he  would  "bee  lii^  excuse,  and   follow  his 
own  inclinations.''^     Two  oif  Shewgjlies  sons,  Robert- 
and  Alexander,  were  not  so-  ci-josiderate.     They  set 
out  for  the  Prince's  army  cud  iJae  11th,  taking  with 
them  a  dozen  vc»unir  ieli«"'^w^  frvxu  the  Braes.     On 
their  wav  thrciOirh  the  Sir&iii  zheir  little  companv 
iv.CTv^i5>^i  Ti»  twt-TiTT,     AmoTu:  zhelr  toUowers  were 
Their  rt-'Ati >r.s.  Alexander  Gr&rii-  Tenant  of  Easter 
l;:o:/:c::;r.    c.r    Ral't^eg.    aud    ni?    brother    James. 
\*>;.'  **Ai  vvc.vrvrvi  Shrwiriir's  messic^  to  the  Prince. 
A  jr\:!.r:,^fr >  .^.v.viur^   c-.isi  him  ti>e  pL>5t  of  forester, 
f.x   >^hi:r.  hr  >*->iS  ar.  aT»T»'ii«iiil  when  the  troubles 
K^r.    S;::  Srforr  :Viry  ended  a  fou  was  bom  to  him, 
\>  h^vr   Sf  rif.T:^:xi  i"*harJ«i  b^^  tiie  Prince,  and  who, 
AS  ,vv^  .^:' :  S:  r?<r.:rr?  :»f  i^yjCKieiL  wesnt  to  India,  and 
S:v*n^f  rhifcinrifcT.  of  tie  East  India  Com- 


;  ^i^r 


'•^Tfvr  sh»  i^rur  u  LiubvicL 
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pany.*  The  situation  of  forester  was  given  to  "  a 
very  honest  fellow"  named  Macmillan,  but  for  whom, 
reported  the  factor,  ''all  the  Macmillans  of  this 
country  would  have  joined  Lochiel." 

Shewglie's  sons  were  joined  at  Invermoriston, 
on  the  12th,  by  the  Laird  of  Glenmoriston — 
that  Patrick  who  opposed  the  Forfeited  Estates 
Commissioners  in  1721,  and  who  was  popularly 
known  by  the  name  of  Padruig  Bui,  or  Patrick  the 
Yellow — with  such  of  his  men  as  were  not  already 
with  the  Prince.  The  force  thus  formed — about 
350  men  —  hastened  south  across  Corriarrack,  and 
reached  Eklinburgh  at  daybreak  on  the  20th,  having, 
in  their  eagerness  to  take  part  in  the  expected  battle 
between  Charles  and  Sir  John  Cope,  travelled  all 
night.*  Patrick  Bui,  travel-stained  and  unshaven, 
rushed  into  the  Prince  s  presence  at  Holyrood,  and 
tendered  his  own  and  his  companions'  services. 
Charles  received  him  with  a  remark,  probably  half- 
jocular,  regarding  the  rough  condition  of  his  beard. 
"  It  is  not  beardless  boys  who  are  to  do  your  Royal 
Highness s  turn,"  retorted  the  oftended  chieftain.'* 
"  The  Chevalier,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  '*  took  the 
rebuke  in  good  part ;"  the  men  of  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston,  placing  themselves  under  the  banner 
of  Glengarry,  instantly  joined  in  the  march  out  of 

'  Akiander  is  referred  to  by  Lord  Lovat  in  1 737,  as  "  One  Alexander 
Oiaot,  a  soldier  in  Captain  Grant's  company,  and  son  to  Robert  Qrant  io 
MSntcmn,  a  cousin-german  of  Shewglie's."— Chiefs  of  Grant,  II.,  362. 

'  Henderson's  History  of  the  Rebellion  ;  Caledonian  Mercury  of  23rd 
September,  1745. 

■  Scott's  "  Waverley,"  note  36. 
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Edinburgh;  and  on  the  early  morrow,  and  in  the 
right  wing  of  the  Highland  army,  they  had  their 
full  share  in  the  destruction  of  Cope's  forces  on  the 
field  of  Prestonpans.  After  the  battle  the  bulk  of 
the  Glenmoriston  men  returned  to  their  homes,  but 
about  a  hundred,  along  with  the  twenty  men  of 
Urquhart,  followed  Charles  into  England,  took  part 
in  the  stirring  events  of  his  masterly  retreat,  and 
were  present  at  "  every  engagement  the  young  Pre- 
tender had,  until  they  were  defeated  by  the  Duke  of 
•Cumberland  at  CuUoden."^ 

The  Jacobite  leaders  rightly  judged  that  the 
victory  of  Preston  would  have  the  eflTect  of 
encouraging  such  as  were  well  affected  towards  the 
Prince,  but  had  not  as  yet  ventured  to  join  his 
army ;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  such  imder 
his  standard.  Colonel  Angus  Macdonell,  second  son 
of  Glengarry,  a  chivalrous  youth  of  nineteen,  was 
sent  north  with  a  small  company.  Macdonell  had 
his  eye  especially  on  Urquhart,  where  the  leading 
men  were  known  to  be  friendly,  and  on  30th  Sep- 
tember he  wrote  from  Dalwhinnie  the  following 
letter  to  the  factor  : — 

'*  Dear  Sir, — These  serves  to  give  notice  that  I 
am  thus  farr  on  my  way  to  Glengarry,  and  being 
clad  with  the  Prince's  orders  to  burn  and  harass  all 
people  that  does  not  immediatly  joyn  the  standard ; 
and,  ase  I  have  particullar  orders  to  raise  your 
<jontrie,   I  doe  by   these  beg  the   favomre  you,  on 

^  Letter,  Ludovick  Qrant  to  the  Dake  of  Newcastle,  1746 — copy  at 
'Grant. 
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receipt  of  this  line,  to  have  att  lest  one  hundred 
men  readdie  in  five  days  after  receipt  of  this,  to  joyn 
my  standart  at  Invergarrie  ;  and  tho  contrarie  to 
my  inclinations,  in  caice  of  not  dew  observance  to 
this  my  demand,  I  shall  march  to  your  contrie  with 
the  gentlemen  here  in  company,  Keapoch's  brother, 
and  Tirnadrish,  &c.,  and  shall  putt  my  orders  in 
execution  with  all  rigour;  and,  ase  I  have  the 
greatest  regaird  for  Grant  and  all  his  concerns,  I  beg 
you  give  nether  your  contrie  or  me  any  truble  I  doe 
not  choose  to  give  ;  and  your  readdie  complyance  to 
this  fiivour  will  much  ohlidge  him  who  is  sincerely, 
dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

'*  Angus  McDonell." 

"  P.S. — ^Lett  me  have  your  answer  per  bearer, 
which  will  determine  me  how  to  behave." 

The  bearer  of  this  letter  also  conveyed  a  message 
to  the  Three  Alexanders  of  Urquhart,  who  deliberated 
earnestly  regarding  the  course  they  should  follow. 
Anxious  to  know  what  ettect  the  Prince's  successes 
had  upon  Ludovicks  mind,  they  despatched  Ach- 
monie  to  Castle  Grant.  The  wary  young  Laird  was 
still  sitting  on  the  fence,  and  the  course  of  events 
had  not  vet  clearlv  shown  him  on  which  side  he 
should  leap.  He  therefore,  on  (Jth  ( )ctober,  delivered 
to  Achmonie  a  letter  addressed  *'  to  the  Gentlemen 
of  Urquhart,"  in  which  he  sjx>ke  much  of  their 
fealty  to  himself  as  their  feudal  superior,  but  not 
one  word  of  their  higher  duty — from  the  Whig 
])oint  of  view — to  his  own  superior,  King  George, 
**  Achmonie,"  he  wrote,  **  has  communicate  to  me 
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the  subject  you  have  had  latelie  under  your  delibera- 
tion. All  the  return  I  will  give  you,  considering 
what  I  formerlie  writt  to  my  Chamberlane,  and 
which  he  communicate  to  you,  is  this,  that  whoever 
among  you  don't  compile  with  my  directions  in  this 
present  conjuncture,  which  is  to  remain  peaceable  at 
home,  and  to  be  readie  to  receive  my  directions  as 
your  superior,  and  as  master  of  my  own  esteat,  must 
resolve  to  disobey  me  at  your  own  perrill ;  and  as  I 
have  firmlie  determined  that  whoever  shall  insult 
me,  or  disturb  anie  part  ot  my  esteat,  shall  meett 
with  the  returns  such  ane  insult  will  merite,  I  am 
hopefull  non  of  my  neighbours  will  act  a  part  by  me 
which  I  could  not  and  can't  allow  myself  to  think 
them  capable  of.  I  can't  conceive  the  least  tittle 
anie  man  can  have  to  commande  anie  of  my  vassak 
or  tennants  but  myself  ;  therfor  whoever  deserts 
me  to  follow  anie  other  at  this  time,  I  must  look 
upon  it  as  a  disobedience  to  me,  which  I  will  never 
forgive  or  forgett  to  them  and  theirs.  I  am  peifectlie 
perswaded  all  the  tennants  will  adhere  and  keep 
firm  to  me  if  they  are  not  lead  astray  by  bad  advice, 
which  I  hope  they  will  not  follow.  I  am,  gentle- 
men, your  friend,  and  will  continue  so  if  not  your 
own  faults. — Lud.  Grant." ^ 

Achmonie  returned  to  Glen-Urquhart  with  this 
message,  but  resolved  to  respect  it  only  so  far  as 
it  suited  his  purpose  to  do  so.  He  found  Colonel 
Macdonell  in  the  Glen,  not  burning  and  harassing 

^  Copy  Letter  at  Castle  Grant 
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the  country,  as  threatened  in  the  Dalwhmnie  letter, 
but  doing  what  he  could,  by  fair  promises  and  glow- 
ing accounts  of  the  Prince's  triumphs  and  prospects, 
to  induce  the  people  to  follow  him.  Ludovick 
had  previously  ordered  the  factor  to  convene  the 
tenants  of  Urquhart,  should  they  be  unduly  pressed 
by  the  Jacobites,  and  to  bring  them  to  Strathspey, 
"where  they  would  be  more  under  his  own 
«ye.  The  men  were  accordingly  got  together  on 
8th  October,  and  such  as  consented  to  go  to  Strath- 
spey inarched  as  far  as  Drurabuie,  where  they  were 
stopped  by  Colonel  Macdonell,  accompanied  by 
Shewglie,  Con-imony,  and  Achmonie.  The  factor 
may  be  allowed  to  tell  the  story : — "  In  obedience 
to  your  orders,"  he  writes  to  Ludovick,  "  I  convien'd 
^1  the  tenants  of  this  country  this  day,  in  order  to 
march  them  to  Strathspey,  and  there  was  only  sixty 
or  seventy  of  the  tenants  that  agreed  to.  goe  with 
me.  Dell^  and  I  came  with  all  the  men  that  joyn't 
ous,  the  lenth  of  Drumbuie,*  so  farr  upon  our  way 
to  Strathspey,  and  Collonell  McDonald  and  all  the 
^ntilmen  in  this  country  came  up  with  ous  there, 
-and  one  and  all  of  the  gentilmen,  but  Shewglie  and 
his  sone,  swore  publickly  to  the  tenants,  if  they  did 
not  return  imediately,  or  two  nights  thereafter,  that 
aU  there  corns  would  be  burnt  and  destroyed,  and 
.all  there  cattle  carried  away ;  and  when  the  tenants 

*  Jarnen  Grant  of  Dell  in  Strathspey,  a  tenant  in  Urquhart. 

'  That  i*,  •*  Upper  Dnimbuie,"  the  original  Dnimbuie,  past  which  the  old 
wvmd  to  Invemefls,  by  Abriachan  and  Caiplich,  went.  The  factor**  farm  of 
X>niinbuie  was,  until  recently,  known  as  Kerrowgair. 
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was  SO  much  thretned  by  the  gentilmen,  as  weU  as 
by  Mr  McDonald,  they  wou'd  not  follow  me  one 
foot  fm-ther ;  and,  upon  the  tenants  returning,  Mr 
McDonald  assur  d  me  that  this  countiy  wou'd  be 
quit  safe  from  any  hurt  fi*om  him  ;  and  not  only  80» 
but  as  some  of  the  gentilmen  that  came  north  with 
him  hade  the  same  orders  as  he  had  to  distroy  this 
country  if  wee  did  not  joyn  them,  he  sincerely 
assur'd  me  that  he  wou'd  do  all  he  cou'd  to  prevent 
those  gentilmen  from  comeing,  and  if  he  cou'd  not 
preveall  upon  them  to  keep  back,  that  he  wou'd  run 
me  ane  express  in  a  few  days,  to  put  me  on  my 
guard  and  acquaint  me  of  there  comeing ;  but  one 
thing  I  asure  you  of,  or  [before]  ten  days  that  this- 
country  will  be  ruin'd. 

'*Lord  Lovat  has  not  apointed  a  day  for  his 
marching  as  yet,  for  am  told  that  he  has  the  meaU 
to  make  that  he  caiTys  alongs  with  him  for  his  men's 
subsistence.  There's  a  report  here  this  day  that 
ther's  two  thousand  French  landed  at  Cromarty 
last  Saturday,  with  Prince  Charles'  brother.  You'll 
please  lett  me  have  your  advice  how  to  behave,  for 
ain  in  a  very  bade  situation.'  And  he  adds  in  a 
postscript — *'  Achmonie  did  not  act  a  right  part." 

By  this  time  Lord  Loudon  was  on  his  way  with 
his  regiment  of  Whig  Highlanders  to  Inverness,. 
which  he  reached  on  the  1 1th  :  and  tidings  had 
reached  the  North  of  the  arrival  of  foreign  troops  in 
support  of  King  George,  and  of  the  great  prepara- 
tions made  in  England  to  suppress  the  insurrection. 
To    Ludovick    it    appeared    hardly    possible    that 
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Charles  could  prevail  against  the  mighty  armies 
which  were  being  got  together  to  oppose  him.  He 
therefore  began  to  see  more  clearly  on  which  side  of 
the  fence  his  interest  lay ;  and  in  his  reply  to  the 
factor — dated  10th  October — he  showed  more  of  the 
Hanoverian  partisan  than  he  had  hitherto  done. 
'•  I  am  not  at  all  surprised,"  said  he,  "  at  the  conduct 
of  the  gentilmen  of  Urquhart,  for,  as  they  seem 
determd  to  disobey  my  repeated  orders,  they  want 
to  preveall  with  my  tenants  to  do  so  likeways ; 
however,  now  that  they  most  have  heard  that 
General  Legonier,  with  at  least  18,000  of  our  troops 
that  have  come  from  Flanders,  and  the  Dutch,  and 
that  there  12,000  Danes  and  the  remainder  of  the 
British  troops  dayly  expected,  and  that  no  bodie 
even  at  Edinburgh  pretend  to  say  that  the  French 
can  spare  any  of  there  troops,  I  fancie  they  will 
soon  see  there  follie,  and  they  must  be  satisfied  that 
in  a  little  tyme  1  will  make  them  repent  there 
conduct,  and  they  will  see  the  numbers  they  belived 
would  joyn  the  rebells  dwindle  to  very  few,  if  any 
at  all.  Whenever  you  hear  any  motion  among  your 
neighbours,  make  the  best  of  your  way  for  this  place 
[Castle  Grant],  and  see  to  bring  those  men  with  you 
who  were  comeing  last  day,  and  as  many  more  as 
you  can,  and  assure  them  I  will  see  what  losses  they 
sustain  repaid,  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power  after- 
wards to  serve  them  when  others  must  fly  the 
country.  Don't  lett  any  of  the  gentilmen  know  the 
clay  you  design  to  march  over  with  the  men,  other- 
ways    they    may   bring    a    possie    to    stope    you, 

17 
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which  will  not  be  in  there  power  if  you  be  upon 
your  guard.  I  think  you  ought  to  have  spyes  in 
the  neighbouring  countrys.  See  if  you  can  gett 
money  from  the  tenants  who  are  dew,  that  wee  may 
clear  when  you  come  over." 

The  Government  preparations  which  made  the 
young  Laird  incline  so  visibly  to  the  side  of  King 
George  had  the  effect  of  throwing  the  less  cautious 
gentlemen  of  Urquhart  more  unreservedly  into  the 
cause  of  the  Prince.  On  the  1 4th  Corrimony  was 
at  Castle  Downie  in  consultation  with  old  Lord 
Lovat,  who  secretly  worked  for  Charles  and  openly 
wrote  letters  to  Government  officials  protesting  his 
zeal  for  the  King.  The  result  of  the  interview  was 
that  next  dav  Corrimonv  wrote  Ludovick  declar- 
ing  his  determination  to  "  rise  in  arms  to  join  the 
Prince,"  and  informing  him  that  the  Master  of 
Lovat  was  to  come  with  three  hundred  men 
to  force  the  Urquhart  men  to  join  the  FrasexB, 
who  were  about  to  march  for  the  Highland  army. 
On  the  16th  six  score  Macdonalds  arrived  in  the 
Glen,  and  threatened  that  they  and  the  Frasers 
would  **  spreath  the  country  if  the  whole  people  did 
not  join  them."  The  factor  advised  the  people  to 
let  the  Macdonalds  drive  their  cattle  away  rather 
than  yield  to  their  threats,  and  promised  that  any 
loss  which  they  might  sustain  would  be  made  good 
by  Ludovick ;  and  for  the  moment  his  advice  was 
taken.  But  the  Prince's  friends  continued  the 
agitation.  On  the  22nd  a  great  meeting,  convened 
by  Corrimony,  Achmonie,  and  James  Grant,  Shew- 
glie's  eldest  son,  was  held  at  Torahee     The  Master 
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of  Lovat  and  Macdonald  of  Bai-isdale  attended,  and 

T^jedthe  Prince's  claims  with  such  effect  that  about 

sixtj  of  the    tenants    agreed    to  join    them.     The 

'actor,  however,  did  his  best  to  dissuade  them,  and 

the    Macdonalds    having    foolishly    threatened    to 

taiTj-    the    country    if    they    did    not    rise,    they 

changed     their    minds     in     anger,     declared    that 

"  they  would  not  disobey  Mr  Grant,  their  Master's, 

positive  commands  to  them  to  continue  dutifiil,  and 

swore  while  there  was  a  drop  blood  in  their  bodies 

tKey  would  not  allow  the  Macdonalds  cany  off  their 

ca-ttle."      By  their  boastings    the  Macdonalds  had 

spoiled  the  game ;  and  Barisdale  and  the  Master  of 

lovat  withdrew,  disappointed,  to  Castle  Downie, 

leading  their  followers  behind  them.    The  interference 

of    the    factor    gave  great    offence.      Young    Lovat 

promised  to  return  with   two  hundred   more  men 

for  the  purpose  of    "  forcing"    the   Urquhart  men 

who  had  accepted  his  advice  ;  and  Corrimony,  Ach- 

K^aionie,  and  young  Shewglie  vowed  that  the  first  of 

^■tiietn  who    should    meet    him    would    give    him    a 

^r«atiiig.     It  was,    however,   found    unnecessary   to 

cany  these  threatenings  into  effect.     The  dispeace 

faised    by    the    Macdonalds    quickly    abated,    and 

when,  on  the  25th,  they  and  the  Frasera  marched  to 

Castle  Downie,  they  were  accompanied  by  forty  of 

tbe  Urquhart  tenants.     Lord  Lovat,  however,  was 

I  »t  yet  prepared  to  send  his  clan  to  the  Prince,  and 

I  the  Urquhart  men  returned  to  their  homes  to  await 

"^  final  decision.' 

raemuriBli  it  QuUe  Onnt ;  anil  Nur&tive  |irepared  iu  1749 

'VSiiAnhihkld  Onat  at  Monjmusk,  at  Casile  Orant. 


ssa  ^aoTELkBir  AiTD  '  ajEmoBiaiojf . 


Lj^pvtc^x  •  ^hmur  JLML  jir  iome  rime  been  preflBed 
1^  -ipnit  -f  Li.»m  Lk/TifToiL  "tod  -^ras  xc  InveamesB.  the 
nrir-Tr-fiiiKir    ^r^mpaiiT-    -vnich    be    had    raiseci.  and 
-wnicii    ^5Ti»     r^mmajiiitri    it-     i    son    -it    ^jrant  of 
ili^riTjeniiirrnns      mr  oe  imiiii  •*xciiaes  tbr  keepixif^ 
r  n   "Trrirnsntf^      "^jt-i.  OLiwever.  he  beard  of  the 
arv^^iiat:^  kc  -n*-^  3ie^*r:ng  't  riie  '^t^Tid   he  uitimatcd 
T*^  ""n**  Ifc^pi  ?7«55idefir  jjs  intefltiua  to  imurch  with 
jilM  :n»*a  TnjnTuri  Inrr^rmsB  r«»  Urr^ohiikrt.  *"  in  order 
TO  "jre'*'*ar   la^  nor^  3f  die  pe*jpie  of  that  coantfT 
Viiur  :*'r?r^i    mr  iu^ml  the  -^cher  sitie.  coacruy  to 
-iieir   juiiiruiciucL*   laii  iheu:  'inrv  zo  him.'^*     This 
:nTimjirx«*a    -via*    :t:nv»iy«»d   in   a   letter    Irom   Lord 
D^iori  ir  The  I^ziri  pTHsitieiit,  wfaicfa.  only  arrived 
-ir.  TJae  minhi^  :c  The  i*ich. — uhe  v^rv  dav  on  which 
z\\f^   •'>rarL3   tt-tt*   t.:    r^uni  InvemeaB.     The   Lord 
Pr^ftuier.T   iu   icce  !i:cs;il":rii    L>rd   Loodon.     They 
■s^^?*  ATirzrA^i  loi  tn-fcrrsed  it  the  sodden  energy 
/iu»oLiT^    jT  i  ziiir:  •«■:>:•  ^iSii  not  Kitherto  shown 
fTA.iise'l'^e  z/tiL,  :*:r  Tc-e-  K:-^,  and  whoee  real  senti* 
rr.-=-r.ta     w^r»^    1.0T    wh-illy   beyond    suspicion.      '*I 
vW:t   Tr;t>i  all  riy  bean."  immediately  replied  the 
Pre?%ider,t,   'acd   so   does    Lord   Loudon,   that    Mr 
(fTHzX  Yind  communicated  his  design  to  us  before  he 
s^-t   out  with  such  numbers,  which  may  have  the 
<-rt*'Ct  to  Vie^nii  horse-play  before  we  are  sufficiently 
l^r'-f^re^i.     However,  since  he  is  in  the  way,  and  has 
'riven  no  notice  of  his  route,  I  cannot  tell  how,  even 
if  it  were  necessary,  to  prevent  it ;  and  we  must  now 
do  the  Ixfst  we  can."* 

•  Cull'»'l«i  I'»i»fri,  431.    Sir  Archib^d  Gr»nt,  who  aooompanied  Ludorkk, 
•ut^  thv  iiuinWt  iif  hi»  men  at  700.— XannUre,  at  CmtUe  Grmnt. 
>  Cull-l^u  Papert,  431. 
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There  was  no  great  cause  for  the   President's 

alarm.     Early  on   the   26th,  the  factor  and   Dell 

irrived   at    Ludovick's    camp,    with   news  of   the 

departure  of  the  Macdonalds  from  Glen-Urquhart ; 

and  if  he  ever  really  intended  to  leave  the  bounds 

of   Strathspey,   the   intention    was    now   dropped. 

"  This  day,"  he  wrote  to  the  President,  from  Inver- 

laidnan,  in  Duthil,  ''  I  proposed  to  have  marched  to 

relieve  the  poor  tenants  of  Urquhart,  who  have  been 

most  acandallouslie  used ;  but  just  now  I  have  ane 

express    from   that    countrie,   informing    me    that 

the  Macdonells  and  Frasers  have  left  the  countrie, 

after  carrying  about  fortie  of  the  men  with  them. 

This  day  Rothie's^  companie  shall  be  compleated, 

and  will  be  at  Inverness  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  at 

furthest :  for  the  men,  who  have  been  all  here  since 

Wednesday,  will  require  a  day  or  two  at  home  to 

gett  readie."' 

Forbes  was  relieved  to  learn  that  Ludovick  had 
not  started  on  his  expedition  to  Urquhart ;  but  he 
could  not  understand  the  delay  in  sending  the  com- 
pany to  Inverness.  **  I  am  not  sorry,"  he  wrote  him 
on  the  27th,  "  that  the  whole  number  did  not  then 
come,  as  no  plan  had  been  concerted  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  them ;  but  I  am  under  some  concern  that  so 
many  of  them  as  were  proper  for  composeing  Rothie's 
company  did  not  come,  because  those  were  expected 
8ome  time  ago,  and  the  company  fi*om  Sutherland 
arrived  the  night  before  the  last.     What  I  therefore 

^  Rothiemurchus. 

'  Culloden  Papers,  482. 
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^enii  jnn  lack  -iiis  meaaenjeer  ibr.  is.  co  beg  that  ^ 
Bftitiiie^   '^f^iiioaaT'  may  marck    wrcfaont   loeeing  a.^ 
miimt^ir  :    iccanse  w^  haT?  rely  d  upon  them :  andJ 
die  'ixanmie  ^o  ornery  wiEL  be  bad.  Ef  they  who  were-s 
rdy  i  :il  stii^niii  prove  *ffianory.     The  oppressiOD  oE 
y^ir  rTr^Tinar:  pecuie.  I  am  aiEnud.  coQtmnes  stilly 
%ziri  (iLere^  mav.   tbr  ou^zLti  I  kzi«>v.  be  occasioD  t»» 
aaarit  &  ^onwiipraGie  bcti^  to  relieTe  them  from  it ; 
htr:  diac  iiL  'ine  ufme  may  be  concerted  fNroperly  and 
riecTiri?fL  •b:'  iz  onariu  rL»:»c  to  hinder  the  immediate 
noarrt'.  ot*  die  '^omparLv.  wtb >.  in  ail  events,  will  be  so 
&r  in  their  w^^r'^ 

Robbie's  ci^mpany.  coGsosting  of  100  men,  arrived 
in  Invemiiesg  o^l  3rd  Xovianber.  and  was  employed 
to  garrison  the  Castle  under  Lodovicks  uncle,  Maj(Nr 
George  Grant.  In  the  foUowing  February  the 
^Askyjt  surrendered  the  Castle  to  the  Jacobites: 
wYif:Tf:UfprjTi  some  of  his  Grants  went  over  to  the 
Prince. 

The  efforts  of  Corrimonv  and  Achmonie  to  raise 
the  men  of  Urquhart  did  not  meet  with  the  success 
they  expected,  and  they  became  somewhat  uneasy 
regarding  their  own  safety.  They  therefore  jour- 
neyed to  Castle  Grant  on  28th  October  to  confer  with 
Lurlovick,  and  took  with  them  Jane  Ogilvie,  Corri- 
mony  8  wife,  to  intercede  for  them.  A  letter  from 
the  watchful  factor  reached  Ludovick  before  them. 
"  With  the  greatest  submission,"  wrote  he,  "  I  think 
you  ought  to  see  non  of  them,  as  they  have  acted 

'  Culloden  Papers,  488. 
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^xich  a  part  by  you  as  they  have  done  ;  and  I  asure 

you  that  I  can  prove  againest  them  what  will  forfite 

*>oth  their  esteats ;  and  if  you  forgive  them  when 

they  are  so  much  in  your  power,  you  ought  in  justice 

to  meet  with   the  same   disaster  if  there  was  a 

disturbance  in  the  nation  yearly,  which  am  sure  will 

be  the  case  if  you'll  not  use  this  two  lairds  as  they 

deserve.      Corimonie    belives    that    his    lady    will 

make  his  peice  with  you,  which  I  hope  he  will  be 

mistaken    in."      The    two  lairds   had   undoubtedly 

done  enough  to  forfeit  not  only  their  estates  but  also 

their   lives,  but   they  had   reason   to   believe   that 

Ludovick,  notwithstanding  his  letters,  did  not  yet 

wish  to  commit  himself  irretrievably  to  the  cause  of 

King  Geoi^,  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to  place 

themselves  in  his  power.     So  far  as  he  was  concerned 

the  time  for  final  resolve  had  not  yet  arrived  ;  and, 

despite  the  factor  s  advice,  he  received  and  conferred 

with  the  Jacobite  leaders  of  Urquhart,  and  allowed 

them  to  return  to  their  homes  in  peace. 

On  leaving  Urquhart  Barisdale  proceeded  to 
Lochbroom  and  Assynt,  where,  in  concert  with  the 
Earl  of  Cromartie,  he  endeavoured  to  force  the 
people  to  rise.  In  this  he  failed.  Pearly  in 
November  he  returned  to  Castle  Downie,  with 
the  intention  of  marching  south  with  the  Master  of 
liovat  and  the  Frasers,  while  Lord  Cromartie  and 
his  son  proceeded  to  Urquhart  with  150  or  160  men, 
and  there  awaited  him.^  Barisdale  and  his  Mac- 
donalds,  and  young  Lovat,  with  six  or  seven  hundred 

'  Culloclen  Papers,  247. 
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Erasers,  axrived  in  Urquhart  on  the  13th  or  I4t 
and  were  met  by  a  great  number  of  people  in  pub 
meeting  at  Pitkerrald.^  The  Laird  of  Gran 
tenants  still  hesitated,  and  the  old  threat  of  taki 
their  cattle  and  destroying  their  com  was  resort 
to.  A  quarrel  between  Barisdale  and  the  Master 
Lovat,  who  both  claimed  the  right  to  command  the 
when  they  should  have  made  up  their  minds  to  jc 
the  Prince's  army,  probably  saved  them.  A  seve 
snowstorm  also  helped  to  cool  the  ardour  of  t 
Erasers,  and  they  returned  to  their  own  countr 
Barisdale  proceeded  to  Glenmoriston,  having  pr& 
ously  written  Grant  of  Duldreggan  ordering  him 
have  the  men  of  that  Glen  ready  to  march  with  h 
to  Perth,  **  otherwise  he  would  destroy  and  bum 
stoop  and  roop."  His  threat  was  disregarded  I 
Duldreggan,  but  some  of  the  Glenmoriston  mc 
joined  him,  and  the  burning  and  destruction  did  n( 
take  place. 

Lord  Lovat  made  the  visit  of  the  Erasers  ai 
the  Macdonalds  to  Urquhart  the  subject  of 
strange  correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Loudc 
That  visit  had  undoubtedly  been  made  at  his  o\ 
instance,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  t 
country  for  the  Prince.  But  it  did  not  suit  him 
admit  so  much.  He  wrote  Loudon  on  the  19 
informing  him  that  his  son  had  been  in  Urquhj 
protecting  the  people  from  the  Macdonalds  ;  and 
another  letter,  which  he  addressed  to  the  Elarl 

^  Ludovick  Grant's  Memorial  to  the  Attorney-General. 
2  Ibid.    Trial  of  Lord  Lovat. 
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the  23rd,  he  wrote — "  I  can  tell  your  Lordship  with 
pleasure  that  there  is  not  a  man  belonging  to  me, 
or  'who  are  called  my  people,  hut  are  at  home,  and 
peaceable  In  their  own  houses.     The  last  of  them  came 

KJTue  Wednesday  night  from  Urquhart,  where  they 
ere  with  my  son,  who  went  to  Urquhart  of  pm-pose 
>  pre8er\'e  tlie  Grants  in  Urquhart  from  being 
opresst  by  the  M'Oonells.  and  I  am  glad  to  liear  he 
has  behaved  so  well  that  he  has  the  blessings  of  all 
that  country  people  ;  and  the  Laird  of  Grant's  doers 
have  promised  to  represent  to  their  master,  who  is 
I  my  son's  cousin-germain,  how  kindly  and  oblidgeing 
The  Master  of  Lovat  behaved  to  all  the  country.  It 
^as  but  hie  duty  ;  but  in  the  days  that  we  are  in  it 
19  very  i-are  to  find  a  man  that  does  what  he  ought 
to  «lo  to  a  friend  and  relation."'  These  letters,  it  is 
"^^Uess  to  say,  were  intended  to  deceive.  Loudon, 
however,  refused  to  be  imposed  upon,  and  when  the 
'^e  of  reckoning  came,  Lovat's  duplicity  cost  him 
*>«  life. 

After  the  departure  oi'  the  Frasei-s  and  the  Mac- 
^onaJds,  the  Three  Alexanders  of  Urquhart  made 
weinaelves  more  active  than  ever  in  endeavouring 
^  enlist  volunteers  for  the  Prince.  These  "  fresh 
attempts  to  debauch  his  vassals  and  tenants  in 
^r^Vhart  "  did  not  meet  with  Mr  Ludovick  Grant's 
approval,  and  "  he  got,  by  contrivance,  Mr  Maekay 
Oi  Achmunie  (a  gentleman  of  that  country),  whom 
"iH-f  Grant  was  informed  was  a  chief  instniment  in 
indeavouring    to    debauch    his    people,    to    Castle 

isaotionfl  uf  (Jielio  Snciety  of  Inveniess,  XIV, 
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Grant,  and  there  prevailed  with  him,  by  a  solemn  : 
writ  under  Mackav's  own  hand,  and  by  oaths,  to  - 
renounce  aU  these   bad  measures,  and  to  promise 
that  he  should  never  attempt  the  like  for  the  future, 
but  should,  with  all  his  influence,  be  at  Mr  Grant  s 
call  whenever  he  pleased.*'     So  said  Sir  Archibald 
Grant  of  Monymusk,  who  was  employed  after  Cullo- 
den  to  wi-ite  a  vindication  of  Ludovick's  conduct  r 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  writ,  which   is  pre- 
served  at  Castle  Grant,  makes  no  allusion  to  the^ 
insurrection,  or  to  Achmonie's   part   in   it,  and  it- 
was  left  to  the  fortunes  of  war  to  decide  whether* 
it  was  to  l>e  interpi'eted  as  an  obligation  to  support 
King  Georj^,  or  as  one  to  fight  for  Prince  Charles  r 
— *'  I,  Alexr.  M'Cay  alias  M'Gilies,*  of  Achmunie,  da 
hereby  promise  and  declare  that  I  will  be  constantly 
affectionate  and  faithful  to  the  Laird  of  Grant,  my 
RUi)erior,  and  will  further  and  serve  his  interest  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power,  and  will  use  all  the  moyao 
[influence]  and  interest  I  can  have  with  others  so  to 
do,  particularly  with  the  other  feuars  and  tenants 
of  the  Estate  of  Urquhart,  and  will  be  assistant  to 
his  bailies  and  chamberlains  in  these  matters  when- 
ever the  said  Laird  s  oi-ders  and  directions  are  made 
known  to  me;  that  I  will  answer  his  call,  and  attend 
him  to  receive  his  directions,  as  oft  as  I  shall  be 
i-eciuireil  so  to  do ;  and  will  advise  and  induce,  not 
only  my  own  tenants,  but  all  the  other  feuars  and 
tenants  of  the  Barony  of  Urquhart,  to  do  the  like 
as  ofb  as  they  shall  be  required;  and  that  I 

1  MACgiUieM  wm  the  patrtiDyniic  of  the  ftanUy  of  Achmonie. 
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never,  directly  or  indirectly,  act  in  the  contrary.  In 
witness  whereof  I  liave  written  and  subscribed  these 
presents  at  Castle  Grant,  this  6th  day  of  December, 
V745  years. — Alexb.  M'Cay." 

In    Achmonie's    view    this    obligation,    wrested 

iiom  him  by  the  masterful  Ludovick,  who  had  got 

luiD   into  his  power  "  by  contrivance,"  was  only  to 

w  respected  so  long  as  he  was  within  the  reach  of 

hi*  strong  arm  ;  and  on  his  return  to  Urquhart  he 

<*t  it  at  nought,  and.  In  conjunctlun  with  Shewglie 

M«l  Corrimony.  continued  to  work  for  tlie  Prince, 

Tlieir  efforts  were   not  without  success.     "  I   rune 

you  this  t^xpresa."  wrote  the   now  threatened  and 

JnioBt    despairing    factor    to    Ludovick    on     20th 

December — the  day  on  which  Charles  and  his  army 

iToeaed  the  Border  on  their  retreat  from  England — 

"to  a>.i{UaiTit  you  that  the  people  of  this  country 

lias  past  my  power  to  keep  them  any  longer  fnim 

jojniing  the  Highland  arnile.     Ther's  fifty  or  sixty 

of  them    to    goe   for  Perth   the  begiulng  of  next 

ireek.     There  goeing  js  all  oweing  to  Angus  Grant, 

who  goes  alongs  with  your  tenants.     Corimonie  and 

Acbmotiy  sends  a  part  of  there    tenants,  which   I 

belive   in    justice  ought   to    bring   them  in    equaiy 

g;oilty,  as  they  went  themselves.      Am    told   Ach- 

mony's  brother  goes.     Tlie  coimtry  people  here  ami 

I  do  not  agree  one  minute,  as  am  jigainest  there 

goeing   to    Perth.     Corimonie  and   I    quaiald    last 

Friday,  and  upon  the  Saturday  he  sent  for  severalla 

of  the  men  of  his  &inily,  who  came  in  full  arms  with 

him  in  order  to  atact  me.  and  after  they  came  to 
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Millntown,  where  I  was  then,  they  thought  proper 
to  lett  me  alon.  This  is  the  situation  am  in  for 
some  tyme  past — am  not  only  threatned  by  the 
Highlanders  for  disuading  your  tenants  from  joyning, 
but  are  threatned  by  the  country  people  here. 
Within  thir  [these]  few  days  my  house  and  corns 
were  threatned  to  be  burnt,  and  I  don't  know  how 
soon  this  may  hapen,  if  am  not  suported  by  you. 
Am  always  ready  to  riske  my  life  in  your  service. 
I  hope  if  any  of  the  small  eifects  I  have  are 
destroyed,  that  you'll  see  me  redress'd,  as  you  know 
that  my  little  moveabls  are  the  greatest  subject  I 
have  to  depend  upon  for  the  support  of  my  faimly. 

**  If  you  11  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  a  posscessioD 
elsewhere,  to  accomodate  my  wife  and  faimly  and 
cattle  for  some  little  tyme  till  the  present  troubls  ia 
the  nation  are  quell'd,  I'le  always  stay  here  whilst 
you'r  pleas'd  to  imploy  me,  and  obey  your  orders 
farr  as  lays  in  my  power.     If  this  you'll  be  so 
to  agree  too,  it  will  be  very  oblidging,  and  if  yoi 
should   not,    I'le   allways  submitt   myself  to   you:K* 
pleasure,  and   not  put  any   little  fonds   I   have  ii 
ballance  with  serveing  my  chief." 

And  after  giving  this  touching  expression  to  hi 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  his  wife  and  children,  anci 
his  devotion  to  his  master,  he  adds  this  interest- 
ing  infonnation  : — '*  Ther's  eight  companys  of  the 
FraseiTS  at  Perth.     The   Master  of  Lovet  has  not 
gone  as  vet.     The  most   part  of  the  Camrons  are 
come  home  ;  ther's  not  three  hundred  of  them  with 
there  chief     All  the  McDonalds  of  Brea-Lochaber 
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are  come  home  too,  thirty  or  forty  ;  and  ther's  not 
/t>rty  of  the  Glenmoristone  men  from  home.  Tlie 
Grlengerry  McDonalds  stood  it  out  best ;  there  few 
of  them  came  home,  accept  those  that  returned  to 
F^erth." 

Before  the  end  of  the  month,  the  Master  of  Lovat, 
>^'itli   a    further    detachment    of    Frasers,    and    the 
CJViishoIniB  of  Strathglass  and  Buntait,  under  The 
CTtiishoIm's  youngest  son,  Roderick,  marched  south- 
ward through  our  Parish,  and  joined  the  Prince's 
ai-my  at  Stirlino^  early  in  January.     With  a  few 
exceptions,  however,  the  Laird  of  Gmnt's  tenants 
still  held  back,  wavering  between  their  allegiance 

»to  Ludovick  and  their  loyalty  to  Charles.  But 
■wHen  the  Prince  arrived  in  Inverness,  on  18th 
Febriiaiy,  and  the  Urquhart  men  who  had  been  in 
iiis  army  i-eturned  for  a  brief  season  to  their  homes, 
I  atid  told  of  their  wonderful  experiences  in  England, 
"f  the  brilliant  brush  with  the  enemy  at  Clifton,  in 
*"e  honom-B  of  which  they  shared,  and  of  the  glorious 
"ictory  at  Falkirk — glorious  in  their  eyes,  notwith- 
Rifling  the  loss  on  the  field  of  their  brave  young 
'eader,  Robert  Grant,  son  of  Shewglie,  and  the 
accidental  death  after  the  battle  of  then-  colonel, 
AngxiB  of  Glengarry' — it  was  impossible  for  the 
factor  to  restrain  them  any  longer  ;  and  the  Three 
M^xanders  brought  about  sixty  of  them  to  the 
prince,     in    addition    to    those    who    had    already 

'  Angua  »a»  married  lo  »  daughter  of  Kobertson  of  Struau.  Their 
fiiUDg  lUugbter,  lUiroed  Angus  or  Augunia,  after  him,  became  tlie  wife  o( 
^leunder  Hiickaj  of  Aohmotiie. 
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served  him.*  Plax5ed  under  the  banner  of  Ba 
dale,  who  had  succeeded  Angus  Macdonell  in 
command  of  the  Glengarry  regiment,  they  t 
part  in  the  pursuit  of  Lord  Loudon  and  the  L 
President  in  Ross  and  Sutherland.  They  retun 
to  fight,  and  many  of  them  to  die,  on  the  M 
of  Culloden. 

^  Kemorial,  at  Castle  Grant. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

1746. 

e  Battle  of  Falkirk. — The  Duke  of  Cumberland  in  Scotland. — 
Prince  Charles  at  Inverness. — Cumberland  Crosses  the  Spey. 
— The  Men  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  Summoned  to 
Join  the  Prince. — (/ulloden. — Incidents  of  the  Battle  and 
Flight.  —  Alexander  Grant's  Exploits.  —  Heroic  Wives. — 
Ludovick  Grant  and  his  Eight  Hundred  in  Urquhart. — 
Rebcl-Himting.  —  Protections  Promised,  and  the  Men  of 
Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  Surrender. — Feare  and  Fore- 
bodings. —  Treachery.  —  Despair  and  Maledictions. — Ludo- 
vick's  Intercession  and  its  Result. — Shewglie  and  his  Son  and 
the  Minister  in  Tilbury  Fort. — Shewglie's  Death. — Release 
of  his  Son  and  the  Minister. — Banishment  to  Barbadoes. — 
The  Fate  of  the  Exiles. — Notices  of  some  who  Returned. — 
Donald  Mackay.  —  William  Grant.  —  Donald  Macmillan. — 
Alexander  Grant. — Donald  Grant. — Alexander  Ferguson. — 
Donald  Ferguson. 

tE  defeat  of  the  Hanoverians  at  Falkirk  caused 
^at  consternation  in  London.  Dissatisfied  with 
^neral  Hawley,  the  Government  offered  the 
i«f  command  to  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
»  King's  son — a  young  man  of  twenty-five,  who 
c3  already  had  considerable  experience  as  a 
Iciier,  and  had  acquired  some  knowledge  of 
«  Highlanders'  mode  of  warfare  at  Fontenoy, 
bere  they  fought  under  him.  The  Duke  promptly 
^cepted,  and  with  ten  thousand  men  set  out  from 
Edinburgh   on    30th    Januaiy,    1746,   to    measure 


272  URQUHABT   AXD  GLENMOHISTON.      ^^^^H 

sworda  with  Prince  Charles,  who  crossed  the  Fortbr] 
on  let  February,  and,  taking  the  Highland  Road  b;j^ 
Dmmuaohdar,  arrived  in  Inverness  on  the  IStlwr: 
Lord  Loudon  and  his  Whig  Highlandei-s  abandone*-* 
the  town  on  his  approach,  and,  crossing  Kessoc^^ 
Ferry,  made  their  way  into  Ross-shire.  Fo^m 
George,  as  the  Castle  of  Inverness  was  then  calle^^ 
made  some  sliow  of  resistance,  but  after  a  two  day^m- 
siege  its  commander — Major  George  Gi"ant  of  t^t 
Black  Watch,  Ludovick  Grant's  uncle — surrender-^ 
to  the  Prince's  Highlanders,  by  whom  the  Cas"t  J 
was  immediately  destroyed.  Some  of  the  Gran*: 
who  formed  part  of  the  garrison  joined  the  anny  x:z 
the  Prince. 

While    Charles    lay  at    Inverness  —  whence  l^t-' 
sent  out  detachments  to  take  Fort-Augustus  an^^ 
Fort- William,     and    other    companies    into     Eoa^^ 
Sutherland,    and    Athole — the    Duke    slowly    mad^^ 
his  way   northward   along    the    eastern   seahoard— 
At   Aberdeen    he    remained   for   weeks,    punlshinjg' 
Jacobites,  and  waiting  for  reinforcements  and  the 
spring.     On  8th  April  he  began  his  march  to  Inver- 
ness, and  crossed  the  Spey  on  the    12th.     Tidings 
of  his  approach  reached  Charles  on  the  14th,  and 
messengers    wore    immediately   despatched    to    call 
back  his  Highlanders,  who  had  for  a  time  returned 
to  their  homes.     Among   these  were    the    men    of 
Urfjuhart  and  Glenmoriston.     The  summons  reached 
the  Glenmoriston  men  too  late  for  tlie  coming  con- 
flict ;  but  eighty  men  of  Uixjuhart,^  accompanied 
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Shewglie  and  his  sons  Patrick  and  Alexander,  and 

bv  Corrimony  and  Achmonie,  and  the  latter  s  young 

hrother,  Donald  Mackay,  set  out  on  the  15th,  and 

an  ived  at  the  Prince's  camp  at  CuUoden  that  even- 

ing.    They  found  the  army  preparing  to  march  to 

N^aini,   with   the   object    of    surprising    the    Duke 

hefoiie  daybreak.      Tired    though    they  were   after 

their  day's    journey,    they   readily  joined    in    the 

^venture — all   but  Shewglie,   who,  on    account  of 

^^'s  great  age,  returned  to  Inverness.      The  High- 

'iinders  started  as  soon  as  daylight  had  disappeared  ; 

"Ut  the  way   was  rough,  the  night  was  darkness 

^t^lf,  a  fierce  north-east  wind,  laden  with  blinding 

sleet,  blew  in  their  teeth,  and  their  progress  was  so 

dow  that  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  was  near  ere  they 

''Cached  Kilravock,  some  three  miles  from  where  the 

Duke  lay.     The  Prince's  bold  plan  had  miscarried, 

*nd,  notwithstanding  his  eagerness  to  press  forwaixl. 

Lord  George  Murray  ordered  a  retreat — the    l)est 

order,    probably,  that   could    in    the   circumstances 

have  been  given. 

After  this  trying  and  fruitless  march,  the  High- 
landers, footsore  and  famished,  found  themselves 
once  more  on  the  bleak  moor  of  Culloden.  Many  of 
them — among  whcmi  were  the  Urquhart  men,  who 
had  marched  thirty  or  forty  miles  without  rest  or 
food — stretched  their  weary  limbs  on  the  wet  heath, 
and  were  soon  asleep.  Others  who  were  not  so 
&tigued,  but  whose  only  food  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  had  been  a  morsel  of  coarse  bread  doled 
out  the  previous  day,   wandered  to    Inverness  and 

18 
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the  neighbouring  farm-housps  in  search  of  sc 
thing  to  eat.  Before  the  sleepers  awoke  and 
wanderers  returned,  Cumberland's  host 
thousand  men,  fresh  from  the  rest  and  fea 
whifih  liad  marked  the  previous  day  as  his  birtt 
appeared  in  the  east,  marching  with  steady  t 
upon  the  Highland  camp.  It  was  in  vain  that 
Prince's  officers  urged  him  not  to  risk  all  oaa| 
which  was  but  too  well  adapted  for  the  move« 
of  the  English  horse  and  artillery,  and  point© 
the  hills  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  Naii'i 
ground  on  which  the  enemy  would  be  at  a  di 
vantage,  and  his  Highlanders  could  effectively  b 
their  peculiar  mode  of  warfare  into  play.  Dt 
mined  that  Cumberland  should  not  pass  or 
Inverness,  and  blindly  confident  in  the  prowes 
his  mountaineers,  he  insisted  on  giving  battle  w 
he  stood.  A  desperate  attempt  was  therefore 
to  get  his  followers  together.  Those  whom  t 
reached  responded  with  alacrity,  and  when  tin 
of  battle  arrived  Charles  was  at  the  head  i 
thousand  men — hungiy  and  fatigued,  it  is  tn 
yet,  full  of  ardour  and  devotion,  and  eager,  in  1 
own  words,  to  "give  Cumberland  another  Fonte 
— an  allusion  to  the  Duke's  recent  defeat  1 
French.  About  one  o'clock  the  Highlanders  ij 
the  fray  by  firing  their  miserable  cannon.  I 
English  artillery  answered  with  deadly  effeow 
half-an-hour  the  firing  continued,  and  ghastVj 
appeared  in  the  ranks  of  the  Highlanders. 
they  were  allowed  to  charge  in  their  own  old 
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Pulling  their  bonnets  down  over  their  foreheads 
with  a  fierceness  that  Lowland  spectators  beheld 
with  dismay,  they  rushed  forwai-d  and  flung  theni- 
s«*lves  with  indescribable  fury  on  the  bayonet- 
shielded  fi-ont  line  of  the  enemy — the  Macdonalds, 
li()Wt?ver,  standings  sullenly  inactive,  because  they 
Ijt'id  been  deprived  of  their  customary  place  of 
lionour  in  the  right  wing.  The  line  fell  back 
'^'fbre  the  shock,  but  there  was  another  and 
another  behind,  and  as  the  Highlanders  bounded 
for^-ard  they  were  met  with  a  terrific  fire  which 
almost  annihilated  them.  The  survivors  turned 
and  fled,  and  the  cause  of  the  Stewarts  was  lost 
fi>r  ever. 

The  Prince,  forced  off*  the  fleld  by  his  attendants, 
WiCftped  in  the  direction  of  Strathnaim  and  Strath- 
•^^rick.  The  greater  })ortion  of  his  army  crossed  the 
^*im,  and  found  refuge  in  the  mountains.  The 
^^^^ainder,  including  the  Frasers,  Chishohns,  and 
"*^  men  of  Urquhart,  fled  towards  Inverness,  pur- 
^^d  by  the  Duke  of  Kingston's  Light  Horse, 
skxightering  as  they  went — among  the  slain  which 
liaed  the  road  being  many  of  the  townspeople  who 
"a^l  come  out  to  see  the  battle. 

Of  the  Urquhart  men  thirty  fell  on  the  field  or 

"*    the  flight.^     A  few  of  the  incidents  of  the  day 

still   related    in    (ilen-Unjuhart    may   be  recorded. 

•'Allies  Grant,  that  cousin  whom  Shewo-He  sent  to 

^■uai'les  with  his  message  of  welcome,  and  who  had 

fi^Uowed  the   Prince  into  England,  miide  his  way, 

'  Memorial  at  Castle  Grant. 
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terribly  wounded,  to  his  aunt's  house  at  Cradle 
where  he  died  in  a  few  hours.     His   dust   li( 
Cradlehall   garden.     His   brother,  Alexander, 
withstanding  a  wound  in  the  head,  made  good  u 
the  flight  of  that  skill  which  had  already  woi 
him    the    name    of    The    Swordsman.      He   s 
Somerled  Dubh  Macdonald  by  severing  a  troo 
arm  which  was  raised  to  strike  him.     Wishir 
avoid   the   streets  of  Inverness,  he   and   his 
panions  passed  by  the  town,  and  forded  the 
above  the  Islands.     William  Macmillan,  from 
Braes,  was  being   hard  pressed  in  mid-strean 
a   trooper,   when  Grant  stole  behind,  and  wi 
stroke    of    his     sword    brought    horae    and 
into  the  water.     His  next  stroke  cleft  the  En^ 
man's  head  in  two.     At  the  same  place  a  tn 
shot  Donald  Macmillan  from  Shewglie  in  the  tl 
and  was  himself  shot  dead  by  a  Lochaberman, 
mounting  his  horse,  and  placing  Macmillan  b 
him,  galloped  off  to  Glen-Urquhart,  carrying 
him  the  first  tidings  of  the  disaster.     Donald  Fi 
Drumbuie,  saved  himself  by  slaying  a  horseman 
pressed    hard    on    him    in   the    flight.^     Corrin 
suffering  from   two  severe  wounds,  was  carrie 
the    field     by    John     Garbh     Cameron,     Cai* 
James    Breac    Chisholm,     Upper    Balmaciian, 
wounded    on    the    field    for    two    days,    and 
nessed   the    savaijfe    butcherv  of   the   Hiorhla 
afler  the  battle.      His  own  life  was  saved   I 

*  Fraser  related  this  incideat  to  the  late  John   Mackenzie,  Acbt 
who  cominuoicated  it  and  other  Culloden  traditioi  ft  to  the  Author. 
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Kii^Iish   officer,    who    was    moved  to    pity   by    his 

sufferiugs.      Among   those   who  joined  the  Prince 

on      the    15th      were     Alexander     Macfie,    tenant 

»>f     Kerrowgair,    and     his    brother    Ewen.       Next 

morning  their  young  wives  started  for   the   camp 

with    food    for    them.       As   they  passed   through 

Inverness   the   distant    roll  of    artillery    told   but 

too     plainly     that     the     expected     conflict      had 

already  begun.     In  the  hope  of  being  able  in  some 

way  to  succour  their  husbands  they  still  hastened 

'«!.     At  Inshes  they  met  the  Highlanders  in  full 

flight,  and  witnessed  their  slaughter  by  the  troopers. 

^*ne  of  the  latter,  probably  in  wanton  jest,  stopped 

*f^cl  pointed  his  carbine  at  Alexander's  wife,  who, 

^^lieving  that  her  hour  had  come,  closed  her  eyes  in 

silent  prayer.     The  soldier,  however,  did  not  fire, 

•iricj  the  two  women,  forcfettinfr  their  own  safety  in 

ti^eir  concern  for  their  husbands,  pushed  on  to  tlie 

*<^^iie  of  the  battle.     There  they  found  Ewen  Macfie 

^^^^ong   the    slain.      Alexander    had   escaped,    and 

^turned  in  safety  to  his  home.     At  Caiplich  he  and 

"'s   companions  met  the  men  of  Glenmorlston,  who 

'^'♦^re  on  their  way  to  Culloden.  and  who  at   once 

"^turned  to  tlieir  own  Glen.^ 

Cruel    though    the   disasters   of  Culloden   were, 

{r^t_»ater  trials  awaited  the  inhabitants  of  Urquhart 

*^icl  Glenmoriston.     '*  It  is  the  living  parting,"  says 

^^>e  Gaelic  proverb,  "  that  makes  the  sore  wound." 

■he    people    of    our     Parish    were    made    to    feel 

*  Tradition  communicated  to  the  Auth<»r'8  father  by  the  latter'a  gmnfl 
B^'tlter,  Mary,  dau;;hter  of  Alexander  Macfie  and  his  heroic  wife. 
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the  bitter  truth  of  the  saying.  Ludovic 
Grant  went  to  Aberdeen  about  the  beginning  c 
March  to  pay  his  respects  to  Cumberland,  who,  aftt 
a  few  days,  ordered  him  to  return  to  Strathspe 
and  to  meet  him  again  at  Speymouth  with 
hundred  men.  Ludovick  returned  to  his  own  count 
but  failed  to  meet  the  Duke,  his  excuse  being  t 
the  Grants  refused  to  leave  their  homes  while  t 


Jacobites    were    near.      The    events    of   Cullo(^K.  ^/j 
changed  all.       No  longer  deeming  it    necessary  -^o 

act  on  the  advice  of  Alasdair  Mor  Og — "  Let  th  <:9^^ 
fight  who  have  nothing  to  lose" — the  young  cH^  -ef 
leapt  with  amazing  agiUty  off  the  fence  on  whicr^'^ 
he  had  so  long  sat,  and  in  less  than  two  days  h 
eight  hundred  men  at  the  service  of  Duke  William 
Employed  in  rebel-hunting,  he  captured  Lord 
merino  and  other  Jacobit/CS  in  Strathdearn,  and 
in  obedience  to  the  Duke's  commands,  destroyed  tht-^' 
ploughs  and  implements  of  the  people  of  that  dis^ 
trict.^  Immediately  after  the  battle  John  Grant, 
factor  of  Urquhart,  waited  upon  Cumberland  at 
Inverness,  and  was  ordered  to  bring  in  the  Urquhart 
men  who  were  loyal  and  disposed  to  follow  Ludovick 
as  their  chiefs  None  came  in,  and  before  the  end  of 
April  Ludovick  and  his  eight  hundred  marched  into 
the  Parish. 

^  Letter,  Sir  Archibald  Grant  to  Sir  James  Grant,  dated  Inverness,  8lh 
May,  1746.  The  documents  referre<l  to  in  this  chapter  are  at  Castle  Grmnt, 
except  where  otherwise  indicated.  Some  of  them  are  printed  in  **  The  Chiefs 
of  Grant." 

2  Ibid. 

'  Letter,  Earl  of  Findlater  to  Ludovick  Grant,  dated  Inverness,  19lh 
Airil   1740. 
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"I  shall  conclude  my  letter,"  wrote  he   to  the 

tactor  at   an   early  stage   of  the   troubles,    "  with 

desiring  you  make  my  compliments  to  the  gentlemen 

of  Urquhart,  and  let  them  know  that  I  desire  you 

and  them  to  spirite  up  the  tennents  and  inhabitants 

of  Urquhart  to  remain  peaceable  at  home,  and  to 

assure  them  of  all  encouragement  from  me,  nay,  of 

favours,  if  they  are  obedient ;  whereas,  be  they  who 

thev  will  that  will  act  otherwavs  than  I  desire,  they 

niay  expect    the    treatment   that  they   will  justly 

raerite  from  me."     Tlie  gentlemen  and  tenants  and 

inhabitants  of  Urquhart  did  otherwise  than  as  he 

<lesired,   and    he   now  came    to   fulfil    his    promise. 

"ith  a  vigour  and  devotion  which  contrast  strangely 

*rth  his  inactivity  before  Culloden,  he  scoured  the 

wuntry   from    TuUich    to    Temple — the    Uan   and 

^rshebii  of  Urquhart — for  the  men  who  had  been 

"<'Ut"  and   were   now   futjfitives  in  the  woods  and 

'^^noiijr  the  mountains.    Corrimony  found  safe  shelter 

^'thin  the  cave  of  Morall,  where  the  remains  of  the 

tHuber  of  his  rough  bed  were  seen  by  persons  wlio 

*^"1  live ;  but  Ludovick  carried  away  his  own  and 

'"*<  tenants'  cattle.^     Achmonie  was  equally  safe  in 

"ie  crevice  in  Achmonie  Ciuig,  which  still  bears  his 

The  fi»llc)wiiig   clocumeut  is  preservwl   at   Cattle   (Jrant  :—*' Whereas 

*»vic  Grant  «»f  Grant  had  «»eize<l  u|K)n  thelaiuU  of  Corrymonie  in  Urquhart 

^'^  bflon^ug  to  tena  itH  of  mine,  and  ihc  tutid  (jrant  hath,  u^Kjn  the  repre- 

^^tiiffl*  of  ine,  Alexander  Chisholm  of  Chisholm,  younger,  delivere<l  bai'k 

'  ^■"w^  «mall  and  great,  neven  piece  of  horwe,  eleven  «heep,  and   nineteen 

?*l«  bJoogiiig  lo  tluHc  tenunt8,  I  oblige  luvHelf  that  thene  i>ersons,  ko  far  aa 

***'>*,  have  Iteeu  in  u«i  wayu  cuncenie4l  in  the  llcb.'lliou,  an<l  that  the  said 

'^HWifhall  be  f«»rth-eerving  to  his  Hoyal  Highnei^^  the  Duke  of  Cumber landV 

"'^^r*  whenever  called  upon  :    In  ^-itnestf  whereof,  1  have  8ubscribe<l  these 

I'^'^oUat  Balniacaau  thi8  30th  day  (»f  April,  174(3  years.-  Alexk.  Chisholm.  ' 


280  URQUHAUT  AND  GLENMORISTUN. 

name.^  Patrick  Grant,  Shewglie's  son,  found  refiif 
in  the  woods  of  Lochletter :  his  brother  Alexand 
never  returned  from  Cnlloden,  and  years  afte 
wards  appeared  in  India  as  an  officer  und 
Clive.  James  Breac  Chisholm  was  among  the  roc 
of  Craigmonie,  where  his  food  was  brought  to  hi 
by  a  faithful  dog.  The  retreats  of  the  fugitives  we 
known  to  many  of  the  people,  but  nothing  wou 
make  them  give  information,  and  although  Ludovi 
continued  the  seai'ch  for  several  days,  his  on 
captives  were  John  Bain,  Donald  Bain,  and  Alexanc 
Baiu,  all  of  Corrimony — "  honest  men,"  all  of  th^ 
certified  the  Reverend  John  Grant,  minister  of  t 
Parish,  who  did  what  he  could  to  screen  the  fugiti  v 
and  kept  their  little  mcmey  for  them."  The  captiv 
and  the  cattle  were  sent  under  escort  to  Cumberland 
but  they  were  a  poor  result  of  the  Expedition  of  tl 
Eight  Hundred,  and  Ludovick  strongly  urged  tt 
people  to 'get  their  fugitive  friends  to  surrender  an 
cast  themselves  on  the  Royal  clemency.  He  sent 
similar  advice  to  the  men  of  Glenmoristoii.  H 
counsel  was  unfortunately  taken.  On  the  4th  • 
May  sixty-eight  Glenmoriston  men  appeared  s 
Balmacaan,  and  surrendered  themselves  and  the 
arms.  Their  example  was  followed  by  sixteen  of  tl 
men  of  Urquhart.^  Ludovick  was  satisfied,  and  ne: 
(lay  he  proceeded  to  Inverness  with  them,  and  wii 

'   ITamh  Fhir  Aclmiiilnnuvidh   -Achmonie's  Cave. 

-  Letter,  Lufloviek  Grant  to  tho  Duke  of  Newcastle.     Chiefs  of  Cira 
ii.,  '2i)7. 

\ ,  ^  Sec  AiJpcndix  H  for  listt*  of  thoHC  who  suiTCinlere<l,  an<l  of  the  ar 
given  up  by  them. 
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minister,  old  Shewglie  and  his  son  James,  and 

iKald  Mackay,  Achmonie's  brother,  and  delivered 

>m  all  into  the  hands  of  Duke  William. 

The  surrender  was  not  made  without  doubts  and 

ibodings.    James  Breac  Chishoira  was  on  his  way 

Balmacaan  to  give  himself  up,   when    the  idea 

freachery  forced  itself  so  strongly  upon  his  mind 

that  he  returned  to  his  retreat  in  the  Bed  of  the 

K-iiifr's   Daughter.       Glenmoriston    and    Corrimony 

VK>tli  started  to  meet  Ludovick,  but  took  warning 

Hiid  turned  back.     John  Maemillau,   Borlum,   kept 

to  the  woods  fill  the  advice  of  his  wife,  who  quoted 

le  proverb,  "'S  fhearr  sith  fo  phreas  na  sith   fo 

— "  better  peace  under  a  bush  than  peace  in 

'tters."     Ewen   Macdonald  left  his  home  at  Livisie 

"itii  the  otlier  (ilenmoriston  men.  followed  by  his 

ife.  who  iniplored  him  to  return.      Her  teai-s  had 

"*>  pfFect,  until,  as  the  party  was  about  to  cross  the 

'-Jrijuliari  niaruli  beyond   Achnuconeran,  she  threw 

the  child  which  she   carried  at  her  breast  in  the 

"leatiier,  and  bidding  her  husband  take  it  or  let  it 

'•'*'.  sped  hack  as  if  her  senses    had  forsaken  her. 

Kwen  had  but  one  choice ;  and  he  raised  the  child 

^'d    returned    with    it    to    his    house,    where    he 

"^ftiairied.     When  Shewglie  got  into  his  saddle  to 

I ^'^f'oiupany  Ludovick  to  Inveiiiess,  his  mare  turned 

.three  times  tuaitheaf. — that  is,  against  the  sun.     His 

•*"!  hen-wife,  Stianach  Bhuidh  nan  Ceai-c — Yellow 

[otianach    of    the    Hens— marked    the    evil    omen, 

Slid    entreated    him    not    to    go.       He    went,    and 

never    returned.       On     his    advice,    however.    The 
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Swordsman  returned  home  until  it  was  seen  hf—  ~^ 
it  fared  with  those  who  did  not  equal  him  in  guil^^^ 
ness  against  the  Guelphs,  and  he  was  spared,  T^^V 
women,  who  formed  the  bulk  of  the  great  crov  >^ 
which     gathered    at     Balmacaau    to    witness    t      ^ 

departure  of  the  surrendered,   filled   the    air   wi -, 

cries  of  grief,  and  one  old  female  stepped  forward  a.  :^^ 
addressed  the  doomed  men  in  words  of  prophecy- — ■ — _ 
"  Urchadaiun  Mo  Ctiroatain, 

Chtk  bu  roaadftch  thu  riamh  gUB  an  diugh —  ^^M 

An  taobh  rJH  am  lieil  silth  cuir  bliur  sail,  ^^M 

Uii  bmtU  cliB  chuii'  ^ibh  dar  na  h-Hoduinn  !  "  '  ^^M 

The  manner  in  which  the*  surrender  was  broug-^t 
ahont  has  been  recorded  by  Ludovick.  "Jta»^r 
Grant,"  he  says,  referring  to  himself,  "i  i  pi-osecntici:^" 
of  his  own  letters  and  manifestos,  during  thetlic--''^ 
of  the  RebelHoii,  and  in  prosecution  of  His  Roy^*^' 
Highness'  orders,  firmly  determined  to  bring  in  ^^^^ 
many  of  the  rebels  in  Unjuhart  and  Glenmoriato^" 
as  he  could,  to  be  used  as  His  Royal  Hlghne^^^ 
should  judge  fit.  Accordingly,  his  men  catches"*' 
some  and  sent  them  prisoners  immediately  on  h  *^ 
going  to  Urquhart,  and  for  several  days  hunted  th»^ 
others  in  that  wild  mountainous  country  :  but  i>-" 
their  keeping  out  of  his  way  he  thought  fit  ^^ 
declare  and  publish  that  he  could  grant  them  r»*' 
sort  of  terms,  but  that  if  they  did  not  quickly  con^e 
in  and  deliver  up  themselves  and  their  arms,  hf 
would   never  desist  from  ferreting   them  out,  mid 

'  U  Urquliirt  of  SI  OroaWn,  Hover  wort  thou  uuhanpj-  Uulil  tn-daj-'" 
the  pl«ce  to  which  you  [the  surreudered)  now  turn  jour  hoels  you  will  o»l 
turn  yt.ur  faceg  till  the  Dkj  of  Duom  ! 
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that  although  the  estate  was  his  own  he  woulil  Imni 

the  houses  and  leave  it  as  a  forest  rather  than  that 

•t    Bliuuld  be  inhabited  by  rebels  ;  hut  that,  by  suh- 

mittiiig,  they  would  have  the  best  chance  (as  many 

■of    them  pretended  to  have  been  forced)  of  saving 

their    houses    and    efiects,    and    their    wives    and 

■childi-en,  and  that  even  some  of  themselves  might 

have  a  chance  for  mercy  on  consideration  of  their 

diflerent  cases,  but  that  he  could   not  pretend  to 

foi-etell  what  their  fate  might  be  ;  and  he  both  sent 

nnessengers    and    wrote    an    ostensible    letter    to   a 

peaceable  honest  man,   one  Grant  of  Duldre^an, 

touch    to    the  same    purpose — which    letter,   as    he 

neare,  is  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Everard  Fanlkner  [the 

t>uke'8  secretary].     The  event  was  that  besides  the 

S'b'cve  mentioned  sixteen  Urquhart  men,  Duldreggan 

brought  him  sixty-eight  Glenmoriston  people,  and 

that  Mr  Grant  caused  acquaint  His  Royal  Highness 

^hat  these    persons,    in  consequence   of  the    above 

''Uriting  and  threats,  had  suiTendered  to  him  with- 

''''t  the  promise  of  any  terms,  and  that  Hia  Royal 

^Jjghness  might  dispose  of  them  as  he  should  think 

fit,  "I 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  in  his  eagerness 
*^  show  results  to  Cumberland,  Ludovick  held  out 
S'^ater  hopes  to  the  unfortunate  people  than  he  here 
,^mit6.  "  The  fact  is,"  he  states  in  the  same  paper, 
'that  none  of  the  Urquhart  people  did  surrender, 
■ttve  only  sixteen,  when  he  was  threatening  mui-der 

'Oi«ft  (at  Culle  Gruit!  ut  Memorial  b;  Ludovick  to  Guvenimeul  in 
A  Pfttitiotia  by  th«  Sbewglim  and  the  Rev.  John  OranL 
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and  burning,  after  having  hunted  and  chased  them 
for  several  days."  The  threat  of  murder — murder 
of  the  innocent  people  who  had  not  left  their  homes 
and  could  be  got  at — was  one  which  the  fugitives 
were  not  likely  to  take  seriously  ;  their  turf  houses 
and  little  effects  did  not  weigh  much  against  their 
lives  and  liberty  ;  their  secret  haunts  were  not  knowa 
to  Ludovick  and  his  Strathspeymen  ;  and  having 
eluded  their  pursuers  for  several  days,  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  that  they  left  their  fastnesses  without  an 
assurance  of  safety.  The  tradition  is  that  they  were 
promised  *'  protections" — letters  from  the  authorities 
securing  them  against  further  molestation — and 
the  breach  of  the  promise  gave  rise  to  a  sajring 
which  was  at  one  time  common  in  the  Parish 
as  indicative  of  treachery  and  danger  — "  Cho 
sabhailt  ri  protection  /" — "As  safe  as  a  protection  !" 
The  tradition  is  fully  corroborated  by  writings 
of  the  period.  The  two  Shewglies  and  the  parish 
minister  state  in  a  petition  which  they  sent 
from  their  English  prison  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, Secretary  of  State,  that  the  men  surrendered 
on  Ludovick's  ''  assurance  that  he  would  mtercede 
with  His  Royal  Highness  on  their  behalf,  and  that 
after  such  surrender  they  should  be  permitted  to 
return  to  their  respective  places  of  abode  :"*  the 
Reverend  James  Hay  of  Inverness,  writing  in 
1749,  asserts  that  "  the  men  of  Glenmoriston  and 
Urquhart  were  advised  to  go  to  Inverness,  and 
deliver  up  their  arms,  upon  solemn  promises  that 

^  Cupy  petition  at  Castle  Grant. 
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they  should  return  safe,  with  protections ;  which 
encoura^^  also  those  who  were  not  engaged,  to  go  f  ^ 
Andrew  Henderson,  a  Whig  "  Impartial  Hand," 
i^'ho  accompanied  Cumberland's  army,  and  after- 
-wards  wrote  a  "  History  of  the  Rebellion,"  records 
that  **  the  people  in  the  Rebellion,  on  submitting  to 
mercy,  were  dismissed  to  their  own  habitations ; 
only  the  Grants  of  Glenmoriston  were  led  into  a 
snare  through  a  mistake  of  their  chieftain,  who 
assured  them  of  pardon  if  they  would  but  come  in  :"^ 
and  the  author  of  an  old  MS.  history  of  the  Grants 
states  that  the  fugitives  were  "  prevailed  upon  to 
come  and  surrender  themselves  in  expectation  that 
they  would  have  got  protections,  and  been  allowed 
to  retiu'n  to  their  country." 

The  unfortunate  men  were  doomed  to  cruel  dis- 
appointment. Ludovick,  as  he  himself  has  recorded, 
delivered  them  up  to  Cumberland,  "  that  His  Royal 
Highness  might  dispose  of  them  as  he  should  think 
fit."  Not  one  word  did  he  utter  by  way  of  inter- 
cession. On  the  contmry,  he  eftectually  destroyed 
whatever  feeling  of  mercy  lurked  in  the  Duke's 
breast  by  delivering  to  him  the  letter  addressed  by 
Prince  Charles  to  the  gentlemen  of  Urquhart,  and 
which  had  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the 
iactor.  The  result  was  that  all  who  had  surrendered, 
including  the  aged  Shewglie  and  his  son,  and  the 
minister  and  Donald  Mackay,  were  confined  in  ont-s 
of  the  churches  of  Inverness  for  some  days,  and  then 

*  Chambers*  Jacobite  Memoirs,  256. 
'  "  Impartial  Haod's  "  History  of  the  RebelUon,  337. 
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transferred  to  Government  ships  which  sailed  wi 
them  on  the  22nd  for  the  Thames.^ 

The  news  of  their  betrayal  struck  terror  into  i 
heaiiis  of  their  relations  and  friends  in  Urquhart  ai 
Glenmoriston.  Men  and  women  gave  way  to  gr 
and  despair,  and  cursed  Ludovick  in  language  whi 
can  hardly  be  uttered.^  For  a  time  he  and  his  frien 
failed  to  realise  the  enormity  of  the  offence  whi 
had  been  committed  against  honour  and  humani' 
Writing  from  Inverness  on  8th  May  to  the  old  La^ 
of  Grant,  who  was  in  London  ignorant  of  the  dec 
which  were  done  in  his  name,  Sir  Archibald  Gra 
of  Monymusk,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  su 
render,  excuses  Ludovick  for  not  having  "  catohe 
many  more ;"  and  two  days  later  the  young  Lair 
himself  writes  his  father  with  evident  satisfaction:- 
"  I  had  the  honour  yesterday  of  having  His  Roys 
Highness'  approbation  of  the  part  I  have  acted  sine 
I  came  here.  I  intended  to  have  set  out  for  Londo 
this  (lay,  but  as  the  Major's  trial  comes  on  t<)-morro 
1  must  wait  it.''  1  shall,  when  we  meet,  satisfy  yo 
1  hope,  and  all  the  world,  with  my  conduct  since  tl 
be<j:inniii(j:  of  this  villanous  rebellion.  .  .  . 
think  old  Shewglie  is  now  in  a  way  of  repenting  s 

^  Jacobite  Memoirs,  25G  ;  "Impartial  Hjiiurs"  History  of  the  Rebelli 

2  One  example  of  the  maledictions  may  be  given  : — 

A  Thighearn'  og  Ohrannda, 
Gum  a  h-artl  theitl  dr<>ch  dhiol  ort — 
(jiaoir  na  cloinne  gun  at  hair 
Ga  d'  sgaradh  o  Haitheanas  Chriosda  ! 
(O  young  Laird  of  Grant,  great  be  thy  evil  reward — may  the  cry  of  tl 
fatherless  children  drive  thee  from  the  Heaven  of  Christ !) 

^  Major  Grant,  Ludovick'a  uncle,  who  was  tried  for  surrendering  Invenu 
C«wtl«». 


OLDEN    TIMKS    IN    THE    PARISH. 


287 


lii^  villanous  rebellious  schemes,  since  lie  was  a  man 
ill  the  1715  and  ever  since.  His  cunning  will  not 
sap-ve  him.  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  get  hold  of 
C'orrimonie  and  Achmonie,  but  have  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded." When  he  reached  London  he  found  that 
the  "  world,"  far  from  being  satisfied,  condemned  the 
(lishonnui-able  capture  with  a  unanimity  that  made 
l»ini  wiuce.  and  that  called  forth  long  vindications 
of  his  conduct  from  Monymusk,  and  Lachlan  Grant, 
a  devoted  clansman  who  practised  law  in  Edin- 
burgli.*  Shewglie  and  his  son  and  the  Reverend 
John  Grant,  from  their  cell  in  Tilbury  Fort,  laid 
tlieir  version  of  the  sad  tale  before  the  Government 
111  a  petition  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  A  copy  of 
tne  document  was  sent  to  Ludovick,  and  he  was 
WJnstrained  to  reply.  He  addressed  a  long  letter  to 
Newcastle,  in  which,  after  denying  the  accuracy  of 
'■•^e  statements  made  by  the  petitioners,  and  animad- 
^erting  severely  on  their  conduct,  he  made  an  appeal 
***J  behalf  of  their  humbler  associates.  "  I  must  beg 
'eave,"  said  he,  "  to  inform  your  Grace  thaL  there 
^'^  68  of  the  men  of  Glenraoriston,  and  16  of  the 
rti*'!!  of  Urquhart  sent  here  [i.t.,  London]  prisoners, 
*^bese  unhappy  men  surrendered  themselves  to  me, 
May  4t;[],  without  any  promise  of  pardon,  but  threw 
themselves  upon  His  Majesty's  mercy,  and  sur- 
^ndered  their  arms,  which  were  delivered  to  his 
LRoyal  Highness'  order.  As  none  of  these  people 
^ere  at  the  battle  of  Culloden  " — a  humane  untruth 
I  which  may  be  pardoned — "and  were  the  first  who 
I  iOmendered,    without    attempting    to    make    terms, 

'   Buth  papeni  ale  at  Canlle  liriHU. 
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and,  as  since  that  time  many  of  the  rebels  who  ha^ 
suirendered  have  been  allowed  to  live  in  their  ow 
countries,  T  cannot  help  feeling  some  compassion  ri 
those  who  surrendered  to  me.  I  must  therefc:. 
humbly  beg  they  may  be  used  no  worse  than  othe? 
I  have  information  manv  of  them  deserted  from  t. 
rebels,  and  returned  home,  and  showed  no  inclinatJc 
to  continue  in  rebellion.  Ani  as  I  told  their  friem 
before  they  surrendered  that  they  would  find  : 
would  tend  more  for  their  own  safety,  and  thatc 
their  wives  and  children,  to  follow  that  measure 
which  I  was  convinced  would  presei^ve  their  effecte 
whereas,  if*  they  continued  in  arms,  I  was  certaii 
their  whole  country  would  be  tiu'ned  into  a  foresd 
and  their  effects  canned  ofl',  and  they  themselves  i' 
a  short  time  could  not  miss  to  be  apprehended, 
know  if  they  are  not  treated  with  the  same  nierc= 
as  others  are,  I  must  meet  with  reflection  as  beiia 
the  person  who  advised  their  surrendering  withofc. 
vvaitiiiiT  to  see  the  fate  of  others." 

Ludovick's  tardy  compassion  and  intercessic^ 
were  of  no  avail.  Government  responded  to  t1 
petition  of  the  Shewglicis  and  the  minister,  of  who 
he  wrote  in  terms  of  condemnation,  by  relea^sin 
them  from  piisou  and  permitting  them  to  live  li 
London  inider  the  surveillance  of  an  officer  of  tlu 
law.  But  old  Shewglie's  days  were  numbered,  and 
he  was  in  his  grave  before  29th  July.^  His  son  and 
the  minister  were  in  the  end  permitted  to  return  to 

^  It  appCHi-d  from  pa]>cr8  at  Ca.-«tle  Graut  that  he  ditci  a  natural  deaib 
but  it  was  believed  in  Gleii-Un|uhart  th*t  he  waa  burnt  to  death  in  a  bArrc! 
of  tar. 
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heir  homes.     Ludovick's  appeal    on  behalf  of  the 
emaining  prisoners  was  disregarded,  and,  without 
I  "trial  or  enquiry,  they  were  shipped  off  to  Barbadoes, 
1  Many  of  them  succumbed  to   their  evil  treatment 
I  ■during  the  voyage.     Of  the  rest  only  eighteen  were 
[  alive  in  1749  ;'  and  of  these  seven  or  eight  only  saw 
I  their  own  country  again.    Donald  Mackay  was  but  a 
short  time    in    the   island  when    he    escaped   as   a 
I  stowaway  to  Jamaica,  where,  assuming  the  name  of 
Macdouald,  he  adopted  a  planter's  life.     Many  years 
afterwards  he  returned  to  Glen-Urquhart,  became 
tacksman  of  Kerrowgair^ — now  the  factor's  farm  of 
^nimbuie — and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Macfie,  the  old  tenant,  and  of  that  devoted 
Wife  at  whom  the  ti'ooper  pointed  his  carbine  on  the 
Jfoad    to    CuUoden.      His    great-grandson    is    now 
i'^fitiug  these  pages.*     William  Grant  returned  and 
^me  tenant  of  Breakry-riach  ;  and  his  grandsons, 
***!  late  John  and  Ewen  Mackenzie  of  Achintemarag, 
**»"nished   some    of   the    incidents    related    in    this 
hapter,      Donald    Macmillan    also    found    his   way 
*>nie,  and  was  well  known  in  after  life  as  the  Grey 
°^th   of  Incbvalgar.     Of  the    Glenmoriston  men, 

LfoQ  in  MournlDg^MS.  in  Advocates'  Library. 
*  Dciii»ld'«  grsDiImn  (the  late  WQIiiiu  Mackay,  the  Author's  father, 
ID  earl;  life  dropped  the  name  Hwdonald)  vieited,  as  late  as  ISSG,  [he 
■UUcGeld  nr  CuUoden,  where  Donald  fought  'm  i'te.  Donald  and  hie  wife 
■  *'<  buried  in  the  old  Achiiionie  burial -place  At  Kiluiure.  Their  torn  bal  one, 
T  *l«i  waB  erected  in  1822,  bean  the  fuUuwn'ng  iuBcription  :— "  Here  lie  the 
I  wuin*  of  rhiDald  Mackay  Miuilonald,  Eaij.,  k[«  Plaoter  in  Jamoics,  and 
I  B^^oeiitative  of  the  Ancient  Family  of  Aehaiooie,  who  died  in  August, 
ITIl :  aim  the  Renuuna  of  bia  Spouse,  Mary,  wbo  died  Jiiiuar}-,  1B22.  Tbii 
I  tdbtlc  r{  reipect  la  ereoce<l  tu  their  memory  by  Ibeir  son,  John  Maukny 
I   liMdgDtld,  E«l." 
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Alexander  Grant  returned  in  1748,  and  Donald 
Grant  in  August,  1750.  "  Their  wives  and  children 
were  overjoyed  by  the  unexpected  sight  of  them."^ 
Alexander  and  Donald  Ferguson  or  Farquharson 
also  came  back,  but  the  former,  finding  that  his  wife 
had  been  faithless  during  his  absence,  emigi-ated  to 
America.  Donald  was  more  fortunate.  Before 
starting  on  the  ill-fated  journey  to  Balmacaan,  he 
divided  a  ring  in  two,  and,  giving  one  half  of  it  to 
his  betrothed,  bade  her  keep  it  till  they  again  met. 
The  other  half  he  retained.  Returning  after  many 
years  he  crossed  from  Fort-Augustus  to  Innse- 
Mhor,  near  Aonach,  where  the  woman  resided.  On 
approaching  the  house  he  learned  that  she  had  lost 
all  hope  of  his  return,  and  that  the  feast  for  her 
marriage  with  another  man  was  being  prepared. 
Giving  expression  to  his  feelings  in  rhyme,^  he 
entered  and  asked  her  for  a  drink.  Stranger  though 
he  apparently  was,  the  occasion  demanded  that  she 
should  offer  him  a  dram.  Secretly  dropping  his  halC" 
of  the  ring  into  the  cup,  he  begged  her  to  drink^ 
first.  She  did  so,  and  to  her  astonishment  and  jo 
found  the  counterpart  of  the  token  which  she  h 
so  long  treasured.  The  man  for  whom  the  marria 
feast  was  being  prepared  had  to  give  way,  and  h 
place  was  taken  by  the  long-lost  Donald  Ferguson. 

^  LyoD  in  Mooruing. 
-  Tlia  smuid  mhor  dhe  Tigh-nah  Innse — 
Thoir  learn  fhein  gur  smuid  bainns*  i. 
Tha  mo  dhuil  an  Righ  na  Firinn 
Our  h-ann  domlis'  tha  brith  na  bainnso  ! 
(Great  is   the  smoke  from  the   House  of  Innae — a  weddiog  imoks  h 
appears  to  me.    My  confidence  is  in  the  King  of  Truth  that  Um  marngi 
preparatiQPs  are  fur  me  !). 


i 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

1746—1747. 

Tfcfc^Govcmnieut's  Treatuieiit  of  Ludovick  Grant. — (ilon-l'rquhart 
Harried  by  the  English  Cavalry. — The  Blanket  Raid. — 
Invcrmoriston  House  Hunit,  and  the  Glenmoriston  People 
Plundered. — Cumberland  at  Fort-Augustus. — Atrocities  in 
Glenmoriston. — A  Reign  of  Terror. — The  Story  of  Roderick 
Mackenzie. — Cattle  Dealing  between  P^nglish  Soldiers  and 
Southern  Drovers. — Cay  Life  in  the  Knglisli  Camp. — Horso- 
Kacing  Ex tnu ordinary. — The  Seven  Men  of  (ilenmoriston. — 
The  Wanderings  of  Prince  Charles. — The  Prince  in  Glen- 
moriston.— His  Three  Weeks*  Life  with  the  Seven  Men. — An 
Oath  of  Secrecy  and  Fidelity. — The  Prince's  Movements.-- r 
His  Esca|»e. — His  Appearance  and  Habits. —  I)ev(>tiou  of  the 
Seven  Men.—  The  English  leave  Fort- August  us. — Famine  and 
Pestilence  in  the  Parish.  —The  Use  of  Arms  and  the  Wearing 
of  the  Highland  Dress  Prohibited. — A  Terrible  Oath. — 
Results  of  CuUoden. — (Mose  of  the  Olden  Times. 

LcJDoviCK  Grant's  zeal  in  connection  with  tlie 
«>ringing  in  of  the  men  of  Urquhart  and  Glen- 
ttAoriston  did  not  secure  him  the  consideration 
^"^tiich  he  expected  from  the  Government  and  mili- 
tajy  authorities.  His  uncle  was  tried  bv  court- 
'^^Brtial  for  surrendering;  Inverness  Castle,  and 
^^inewhat  harshly  dismissed  from  the  amiy.  Young 
^hewglie  and  the  Reverend  John  Grant,  whose 
Punishment  he  had  urged,  were,  as  we  have  seen, 
Pleased ;  while  the  men  who  were  unfortunate 
^Oough  to  be  the  objects  of  his  intercession  wer^ 
banished  to  Barbadoes,  without  trial.     His  request 
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to  be  refunded  his  outlays  while  rebel-huii ting- 
amounting  to  £494  8s — ^was  treated  with  contemp 
Early  in  July  his  estate  of  Urquhart  was  over-ru 
by  Kingston's  Light  Horse,  who  gave  his  tenant 
houses  to  the  flames,^  and  carried  away  their  horse 
cattle,  and  household  eflfects.* 

In  October  a  levy  of  one  hundred  blankets  wj 
made  out  of  Urquhart  for  the  King's  troops,  an 
enforced  by  a  company  of  soldiers ;  while  a  simiL 
demand  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  blankets  was  i 
January  following  made  on  his  people  of  Strati 
spey.*  For  these  losses  and  exactions  Ludovick  ar 
his  tenants  in  vain  sought  redress. 

^  The  houses  of  Divach  aod  Clunemore  were  burnt.  An  officer  of  1 
name  of  Ogilvie  was  sent  to  destroy  Corrimooy  house,  but  he  spared  it 
account  of  Corriraony*B  wife,  Jane  Ogilvie  ;  and  it  still  stands. 

^  See  Appendix  I.  for  details  of  the  spoil.  Kingston's  Horse,  w 
were  raised  by  the  Duke  of  Kingston  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  left  Fo 
Augustus  on  27th  July  for  their  native  Nottinghamshire,  where  tli 
astonished  the  people  of  that  county  with  their  wonderful  accounts  of  th 
prowess  and  exploits  in  the  Highlands.  According  to  one  report  of  the  tii 
"  three  butchers  of  Nottingham,  who  had  been  of  Kingston's  Horae,  kH 
fourteen  men  each  at  the  battle  of  Culloden  " — (ScoU  Magazine,  1746).  1 
regiment  was  disbanded  in  September,  when  their  standards  were  placed 
the  town -hall  of  Nottingham,  with  an  inscription  in  the  following  teniM : 
*^  Tliese  Military  Standards,  lately  belonging  to  the  Light  Horse  command 
by  the  Most  Noble  and  Most  Puissant  Prince,  Evelin,  Duke  of  Kingsti 
raised  among  the  first  by  the  County  of  Nottingham  out  of  Love 
their  Country  and  I^oyalty  to  the  Best  of  Kings,  in  the  year  1745,  i 
here  dedicated  to  the  perpetual  Fame  and  immortal  Memory  of  their  inr 
cible  Braver)'  in  the  Skirmish  of  Clifton  Moor,  the  Siege  of  the  city  of  Cariii 
but  especially  at  the  memorable  Battle  fought  at  Culloden,  in  the  Higfalax 
of  Scotland,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1746,  where,  amongst  others,  they  p 
formed  many  and  glorious  Exploits  in  Routing  and  entirely  Subduing  1 
Perfidious  Rebels,  stirred  up  and  supported  by  the  French  King,  an  impbca 
Enemy  of  the  Protestant  Religion  and  PubUck  Liberty.  Qod  save  our  e 
August  King  !     Long  may  the  County  of  Nottingliam  Flourish  I" 

'  Memorial  by  Ludovick  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle— copy  at  Cat 
Grant. 
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r  The  district  of  Glenmoriston  suffered  even  more 

Urquhart.     The    Earl    of    Loudon,    who   had 

found  shelter  in  Skye  after  his  retreat  from  Inver- 

oe«B,  returned  as  soon  as  tidings  of  Ciilloden  reached 

Htni,  accompanied  by  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  of 

Sleat,  Macleod  of  Macleod,  and  the  "militia  of  the 

Ugk  of  Skve."     In    passing  through  Gleumoriston 

^Be  Earl  nnd  his  companions  lotlged  for  a  night  in 

^flVennoristoii  House.     Next  day,  according  to  the 

■  tertimony  of  an  eye-witness,  Patrick  Grant,  tenant 

of  Craskie,  they  "  burnt  it  to  tlie  ground,  destroying 

-at  the  same  time  all  the  ploughs,  harrows,  and  other 

h  like  utensils  they  could  find."     The  Skyemen, 

DOtiimes  Grant,    "  di^-iding  themselves    into  three 

went  a-riimuiaging  up  and  down  the  Glen, 

Kfcstroying  all  the  ploughs,  harrows,  Ac,  pots,  pans, 

A  all  household  furniture,  not  excepting  the  stone 

m,  with  which  they  [the  people]  grind  their 

,  breaking  them  to  pieces ;  and  driving  along 

pnth  them  such  cattle  as  (In  their  then  hurry)  they 

Wild  in  the  Glen.     Our  country  blame  the  Laird  of 

more  than  any  other  for  this  piece  of  mili- 

l  execution,  that  Lord  Loudon  was  against  it, 

t  that  Macleod  should  have  insisted  upon  it  as  a 

Titftrious  piece  of  service,  fit  to  recommend  them 

'  till!  good  graces  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland."' 

^tton  was  a  keen  and  consistent  Whig  who  would 

t  have  been  without  excuse  even  had  he  been  the 

Hij^tor  of  these  measures ;  but  there  can  be  no 

!  for  the  two  Island  chiefe,  who,  if  they  did 

'  L7U0  in  Uiniming — HS.  in  Adrooitea'  Libriit}'. 
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not  "insist"  on  them,  took  part  without  compunctioi 
in  carrying  them  into  effect  against  a  people  wh< 
only  crime  was  the  espousal  of  a  cause  which  thev^.^ 
themselves  had  at  one  time  had  serious  thoughts  o^ 
joining. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  left  Inverness  on  2StJ 
May,  and  arrived  next  day  at  Fort- Augustus,  whicl  s 
he    made    his   headquarters   till  his   departure  for 
England    on     18th    July.      During   his   stay,   and 
indeed  until  the  last  remnant  of  the  English  army 
left  in  August,  the  district  of  Glenmoriston,  lyinjr 
within   a    few    miles   of  the    Fort,   suffered  much. 
Officers  and  men  forgot  their  humanity,  and  revelled 
in  blood,  plunder,  lust,  and  brutal  horse-play.     The 
tnith  of  the  charges  against  them  has  been  denied ; 
but  without  relying  on  the  tradition  of  the  countiy. 
which  tells  in  words  of  tire  of  the  enormities  of  the 
time,   manv  deeds  of  violence  and   shame  are  but 
too  well  authenticated  in  the  pages  of  the  Lyon 
in    Mourning,  a    manuscnpt    collection   of  letters, 
journals,  and    nan-atives   made   by   Bishop   Robert 
Forbes  immediatelv  after  the  close  of  the  war.*    The 
fiJhjwing  examples  may   be   given    from   that  col- 
lection. 

I'olonel  Cornwallis,  marching  through  Glen- 
moriston with  a  boilv  of  soldiers,  observed  two  men 
'"  leadintj;"  dun^r  to  their  land,  and  shouted  to  them 
to  come  to  him.     Instead  of  obeying,  the  men,  who. 


'  The  LyoQ  in  Mourn lxu  w^  pracrred  in  the  family  of  Stewart  ot 
AIUntoQ.  by  vhooi  ic  was  cxven  to  the  late  Robert  Chambers^  who  made  it 
»ver  to  the  AJ\xvate«*  Library,  where  it  now  is. 
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knowing  only  Gaelic,  probably  did  not  undei-stand 
tis  i-equest,  turned  their  faces  away  from  him. 
Tlit-y  were  instantly  shot  dead. 

Major  James  Lockhai't,  of  Cholmondeley's  Regi.- 
iiient,  an  officer  who    was  taken    prisoner  by   the 
Highlanders  at  Falkirk,  and  bribed  his  guai'd  to  let 
him  free,  made  discreditable  use  of  the  Hberty  which 
he  had  thus  gained,  and  his  name  has  corae  down 
to  us  as  the  most  notorious  of  Cumberland's  lieu- 
tenants.'    Six  or  seven  weeks  after  the  battle  of 
*  'ulloden  he  was  in  command  of  a  company  in  the 
J^faes  of  Glenmoriaton,  when  he  saw  two  old  men, 
H  ujrh  Fraser  and  John  Macdonald,  and  the  former's 
**-*n,  Janie.s  Fraser,  harrowing  in  a  field.      He  shot 
'he  three  down  without  a  wonl  of  warning.     On  the 
***-»He  day  he  ordered  Grant  of  Duldreggan,  a  peace- 
*  '^le  man  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  insurrection, 
^'^*fl    on  whose  advice  the  Glenmoriston  men  sur- 
'■^iidered  to  Ludovick  Grant,  to  gather  together  the 
■^»ildi-eggan  cattle  while  he  and  his  men  harried  and 
'•rtied    another    district.      Finding    on    his    return 
**'^xt  day  that  the  cattle  had  not  all  arrived  from 
«*e    remote  glens,  he  stripped  Grant  naked,  bound 
^*>*»  hand  and  foot,  and  in  that  condition  made  him 


a  the  foUuning  lines  by  a  n'onmii  w 

Ttw  'a  crodh  ag&m  >dii  &n  Suiuuq  ; 

Cha  d'  fhftg  Ud  beathHch  aguu  air  puree  ; 

Thug  iwl  uam  brigh  [iio  Ihochradh— 

'S  e  MaldHflr  Lockhart  ui  t.aireach  ! 
<A11  hi;  cattle  are  in  Engluid  ;  they  have  nut  left  a  Ijeaiit  iv 
""*1 ;  thej  have  deprived  me  of  the  eubatance  of  uij  ilower- 
l*<4l«rt  ii  the  cow-keeper  !) 
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witness  the  hanging  by  the  feet  of  the  bodies  of  tfcn:; 
three  men  who  had  been  murdered  on  the  previo — ^. 
day.  Grant's  life  was  spared  at  the  request  « 
Captain  Grant  of  Loudon's  Regiment;  but  Lockh^h.] 
carried  away  his  cattle,  set  fire  to  his  house,  robl*^^ 
his  wife  of  her  rings,  and  stripped  her  of  her  clotU^^a 
Of  these  scenes  the  aged  Lady  of  Glenmoristoi*  , 
whose  own  house  and  effects  were  also  given  to  tl»  ■* 
flames,  and  who  was  forcibly  deprived  of  her  "  pIsT-^ 
and  napkin,"  was  an  unwilling  witness. 

Another  man  of  the  name  of  Fi-aser  was  shot  b^^ 
Lockhart    as    he    was    wading   a   stream —  notwith    -^ 
standing  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  "  protection 
from  t}ie  Whig  minister  of  Kilmorack. 

But  the  mc«t  tragic  e\"ent  that  happened  ir^ 
Glenmoriston  was  the  death  of  Roderick  Mackenzie—* 
This  young  man  was  probably  a  son  of  Colii*^ 
Mackenzie,  an  Edinburgh  jeweller  who  intereste<E^ 
himself  in  the  cause  of  the  Stewarts  in  The  Fifteen.^ 
Roderick,  who  followed  Colin's  politics  as  well  as—* 
his  trade,  joined  Prince  Charles,  to  whom  he  boi — 
some  personal  resemblance,  and  became  one  of  hyr 

body-guard.     After  Culloden,  he  wandered  throng) 

the  Highlands,  and  happened  to  be  in  our  PanF^= 
when  it  became  known  that  Charles  had  escap^^ 
from  the  Western  Isles,  and  was  lurking  amO'sr^B 
the  mountains  of  the  mainland  of  Inverness-shirw* 
Unfortunately,  a  party  of  the  King's  soldiers,  w)»  < 
were  eager  to  win  the  ^30,000  placed  on  th  ^ 
Prince's  head,  came  upon  him  in  Glenmoriston,  and^ 

'  Daughter  of  Sir  Ewen  Csmeron  of  Lochiel,  and  widow  tit  Iain  a.'  ClinG>ii>. 
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Caking  him  for  the  royal  i'ugitive,  endeavoured  to 
seize  him.  He  made  no  attempt  to  undeceive  them, 
but,  drawing  his  sword,  refused  to  be  taken  alive. 
They  thereupon  riddled  him  with  bullets,  and  he 
expired  with  the  words  on  his  lips — "You  have 
murdered  your  Prince."'  The  head  of  the  hero  was 
carried  in  triumph  to  Fort-Augustus,  where  Mac- 
ilotiald  of  Kingsburgh  was  questioned  as  to  its. 
identity.*  His  evidence  was  unsatisfactory,  and 
when  Cumberland  left  for  England,  he  took 
the  head  with  him  to  I>e  submitted  to  other 
witxsesses.  Richard  Morison,  who  had  Vjeen  the 
"rince's  valet,  and  now  lay  under  sentence  of  death 
*t  Cai-Iisle,  was  summoned  to  London  to  identify 
thfe  head  ;  hut  he  was  delayed  through  illness,  and 
'"*efort;  he  arrived  It  was  beyond  recognition.  The 
*-*<^v^emraent  were,  however,  soon  satisfied  that 
^-^tiarles  was  still  alive  ;  but  Mackenzie's  self-sacrifice 
•■^^kened  for  a  time  the  exertions  of  the  troops,  and 
t**'^fcably  saved  the  Prince.  It  certainly  saved  his 
^i^t,  who  was  granted  a  pardon  and  allowed  to 
*^*^S8  to  France." 

^^_        '  These  nre  the  wurd»  given  in  the  Lyon  in  Mourning.    They  are  givea 
^^***wh»t  differently  by  the  Chevalier  JobnsUine  And  others. 
'  LjoD  in  Houming  ;  Scots  MagaEine. 

'Chevalier  Johnstone's   Memoirs.     Maokennie  fell   by   the  Bide  of  Ilia 

._^*lic  highway,  opposite  the  landa  of  Ceanacroe.     A  cairn  marks  the  spi.l. 

^  grlvein  which  the  headless  body  ww  hastily  buried  lies  on  the  oppusite  niiio 

^^e  mad,  and  by  the  side  of  a  email  ttreatn  called,  after  Uackenzie,  Caorlian 

^-^eannMch — the  Merchant's  Stre«ailet.    Near  it  was  recently  found  a  sword, 

pr-oVMbly  Hackencie's.     Without  any  good  reasou,  doubt  hu  been  cast  on  (he 

•"^^  liy  Mr  Robert  ChamberB  and  I^ird  Mahon,  neither  of  whom,  probably, 

***r  risited   the  scene  of  his  denth.      The  story  is  related  by  Johnitona 

I  vlemmr*)  nnd  in  ihc  Lyon  in  Mourning  by  Macpherson  of  Cluny,  and  Mr« 
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The  soldiers  roamed  up  and  down  Glenn 
shooting  down  men,  burning  homesteads 
ground,  stripping  women  of  their  clotb 
driving  to  Fort- Augustus  every  foiu'-footed 
they  could  find.  Maids  and  matrons  were 
and  violated  under  circumstances  of  gross  bn 
The  terror-stricken  people  fled  to  the  moi 
where  many  of  them  succumbed  to  hunj 
-exposure.*  Such  of  them  as  ventured  to  tl 
to  beg  for  food  were  denied  the  crumbs  t 
from  the  soldiers'  table,  and  were  sent  away 

Cameron,  wife  of  Dr  Archibald  Camerou— the  last  Jacobite  execu 
all  lived  at  the  time  of  the  event.  Another  contemponu 
"Graham,  the  rhyming  historian  of  The  Forty-Five,  gives  it  in  tl 
lines : — 

"  RodVick  Mackenzie,  a  merchant-man, 

At  Ed'nburgh  town  had  join'd  the  Clan, 

Had  in  the  expedition  been, 

And  at  thiH  time  durst  not  be  seen. 

Being  skulking  in  Glen-Morriston, 

Him  the  soldiers  lighted  on. 

Near  alK)ut  Uie  Prince's  age  and  size, 

Geotcely  dres>t.  in  no  disguise, 

In  ev'ry  feature,  for's  very  face 

Might  well  be  t-aken  in  any  case. 

And  lest  he'd  like  a  <log  be  haug'd, 

He  chose  to  die  with  sword  in  hand, 

And  round  him  like  a  madman  struck, 

Vowing  alive  he'd  ne'er  be  took, 

Deep  wounds  he  got,  and  wounds  he  gave  ; 

At  last  a  shot  he  did  receive. 

And  as  he  fell,  them  to  convince, 

Cry'd,  Ah  I  Ala*  I  Y(m'v€  killtd  your  Prino 

Ye  murderers  and  bloody  crew^ 

You  had  no  ordern  thus  to  do.'' 

*  See  Appendix  J. 

*  Lyon  in  Mourning  ;  Scots  Magasdne,  1746  ;  Qlena 
Prince  Charles'  Escape,  in  Lockhart  Papers,  II.,  656. 
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banded  by  order  of  Duke  WiDIam.'     Even  the  dead 

Were  not  allowed  peaceful  burial.      "  As  the  Glen- 

njoi-iston  people  were  forced  to  keep  the  hills,"  says 

Patrick  Grant,'  ''so  when  any  of  them  died,  they 

■Would  have  been  kept  three  or  four  days,  because  of 

tile  parties  then  .scouring  up  aud  down  the  country, 

^*"k1  when  they  could  they  would  have  carried  the 

^*iad  bodies   privately,  in    the    night-time,  to   the 

Icirk-yaixls  to  bury  them.     Hereby  the  Glenmoriston 

X>oople,  having  suffered  much  both  by  hu:iger  and 

<5olc3,    so    in    the    ensuing   winter,    1746,    a    great 

mortality  happened  among  them." 

While    the  wretched  people    thus    suffered  and 

tiled,  their  oppressors  fared  sumptuously,  and  ate, 

■drsAtik,  and  were  merry.     The  large  sum  of  £4000 — 

et|«al  in  value  to  three  or  four  times  that  amount  in 

the  present  day — was  sent  to  Fort-Augustus  by  the 

oty  of  London    for  division    among  the  non-com- 

inissioned  officers  and  soldiers.^    The  horses,  cattle, 

sheep,  and  goats  which  were  brought  in  thousands 

"ito  the  camp  were  sold  to  dealers  from  England 

*iii<i  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  the  proceeds  divided 

ss  prize-money.     "  Most  of  the  soldiers,"  wiites  one 

w  Qo  aerveii  with  them  as  a  volunteer,*  "  had  horses, 

"The  foUowing  order  w&a  iuued  by  the  Duke  on  8lh  July  :— "Tlipre  is  nu 
J  W  be  sold  tu  any  persona  but  aoldiera,  there  wives  are  Qot  alow'd  to  buy 
l'-~](  iny  loldier,  «oIdier'e  wife,  or  wiy  other  [jeraoiiB  btlouging  to  the  Array, 
i*  biMn  to  nil  or  give  Kay  meal  to  any  Highlander,  or  ftny  pcsnoti  of  the 
■^"^tri,  (icy  ahAll  be  first  whipd  Beverely,  for  disobeying  this  order,  and  then 
pnnpoo  meal  aail  witer  in  the  Provoet  for  a  fourthoiEiht."  ( MactachUn'it  Life 
«faunWluid,32J). 

'  NaimtiTe,  iu  Lyon  iu  Mourning, 


'  MMUchlBDfl  Life  of  CumherlMid,  f 
'  lUy's  Hiatory  of  Rebellion,  372. 
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which  they  bought  and  sold  with  one  another  at 
low  price,  and  on  which  they  rode  about,  n^lectin^^ 
their  duty  ;  which  made  it  necessary  to  pubUsh  ai 
order  to  part  with  them,  otherwise  they  were  all 
be  shot.     I  saw  a  soldier  riding  one  of  these  horses, 
when,  being  met  by  a  comrade,  he  asked  him,  *  Tom, 
what   hast   thou   given   for   the    galloway  V     Toi 
answered,    *  Half-a-crown.'      To    which    the    othfi 
replied,  with  an  oath,  *  He  is  too  dear ;  I  saw 
better  bought  for  eighteenpence/     Notwithstandinj 
the  low  price,  the  vast  quantities  of  cattle,  such 
oxen,  horses,  sheep,  and  goats,  taken  from  the  rebels 
and  bought  up  by  the  lump  by  the  jockeys  and 
farmers  from  Yorkshire  and  the  south  of  Scotland, 
came    to   a   great   deal   of  money;  all   which   waa 
divided  amongst  the  men  that  brought  them  in, 
who  were  sent  out  in  parties  in  search  of  the  Pre- 
tender ;  and  they  frequently  came  to  rebels'  houses 
that  had  left  them  and  would  not  be  reduced  to 
obedience.       These     sort    our     soldiers    commonly 
plundered  and  burnt,  so  that  many  of  them  grew 
rich  by  their  share  of  spoil."  ^ 

One  would  have  thought  that,  in  such  circmn- 
stances,  and  placed  as  they  were  in  summer  in  the 
midst  of  magnificent  scenery,  the  English  soldiers 
would  have  greatly  enjoyed  their  life  in  the  High- 
lands. But  the  Southrons  had  not  yet  learned  to 
appreciate  the  beauties  of  Highland  scenery,  and 

^  There  were  8000  cattle  at  Fort- Augustus  on  26th  July — all  taken  fmn^ 
the  "  rel^els"  (Scots  Magazine,  August,  1746).  '*  If  some  of  your  Nur- 
thumberland  graziers  were  here/'  writes  an  officer  from  the  Fort  on  thai  date» 
"  they  might  make  their  fortuneei'* 


■the  unwonted  landscape  had  a  depressing  effect 
tipon  their  souls.  The  sight  "  of  the  black  barren 
jnount^ns,  covered  with  snow  and  streams  of  water 
rolling  down  them,"  says  Ray,  the  Volunteer,  "  was 
sufficient  to  give  a  well-bred  dog  the  vapours,  and 
•occasioned  numbers  to  fall  sick  daily  as  well  in  their 
iniuds  as  in  then-  bodies."  With  the  desire  of 
mending  their  minds  if  not  then-  morals,  the  Duke 
initiated  sports  of  a  most  diverting  character. 
"lASt  Wednesday,"  writes  a  gentleman  on  17th  June,' 
*'  the  Duke  gave  two  prizes  to  the  soldiei's  to  run 
heats  for,  on  bare-backed  galloways  taken  from  the 
rebels,  wheu  eight  started  for  the  first,  and  ten  for 
the  second  prize.  These  galloways  are  little  larger 
than  a  good  tU]>,  and  there  was  excellent  sport. 
Yesterday  His  Itoyal  Highness  gave  a  fine  holland 
smock  to  the  soldiers'  wives,  to  be  run  for  on  these 
^lloways,  also  bare-backed,  and  riding  with  tlieir 
limbs  on  each  side  the  horse,  like  men.  Eight 
started,  and  there  were  three  of  the  finest  heats 
ever  seen.  The  prize  was  won  with  great  difficulty 
by  one  of  the  Old  Buffs  ladies.  In  the  evening 
Ovnural  Hawley" — the  gallant  commander  who 
made  such  a  rapid  flight  from  Falkirk^ "and 
Colonel  Howai-d  ran  a  match  for  twenty  guineas  on 
two  of  the  above  shalties  ;  which  General  Hawley 
won  by  about  four  inches."  "  There  were  also," 
eays  Ray,  "  many  foot  races  performed  by  both 
aexes,  which  afforded  many  droll  scenes.  It  was 
.necessary  to  entertain  life  iu  this  manner,  otherwise 

I  Si»t«  Mii)(BiiiiB,  June  1746. 


302  URQUHART   AND   GLENMORT8TON. 

the  people  were  in  danger  of  being  affected  with 
hypochondriacal  melancholy."  These  races  were  said 
to  have  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  even 
grosser  indecency  than  is  acknowledged  by  these 
Whig  writers.  According  to  the  gossip  of  the  time, 
the  female  camp-followers  who  took  part  in  them 
were  as  destitute  of  raiment  iis  was  Godiva  of 
Coventry  during  her  fiimous  ride.  It  is  fair,  how- 
ever, to  add  that  the  Reverend  James  Hay  of 
Inverness,  to  whom  Bishop  Forbes  addressed 
enquiries  on  the  point,  replied — "  Though  the 
naming  naked  be  commonly  reported,  I  have  not 
got  an  account  of  the  certainty."^ 

Among  those  who  souglit  refuge-in  the  mountains 
were  Patrick  Grant,  tenant  of  Craskie,  to  whose  nar- 
rative reference  has  in  this  chapter  been  repeatedly 
made ;  Hugh,  Alexander,  and  Donald  Chishoira, 
sons  of  Paul  Chisholm,  tenant  in  Blairie  ;  Alexander 
Macdonald  in  Aonach  ;  John  Macdonald,  (tllfu< 
Campbell,  in  Craskie  ;  and  Grigor  Macgregor. 
These  Seven  Men  of  Glenmoriston,  having  witnessed 
the  betrayal  and  slaughter  of  their  friends  and 
relatives,  the  burning  of  their  homes,  and  the  lo^» 
of  their   property,  bound   themselves   by   a  solemn 

^  The  races — Ihmko  and  f<K»t — had  the  |»ers(uial  attention  of  the  I  hike. 
On  17th  June  the  following  a]»iK«r«  in   his  General  Onler  B(M>k  : — "  H.R.H. 
gives  six   j»ljites   lo   I>e  run   for  this  aftern(K»n  at    r»  o'ehick  hj'  the  flhelttft 
Ixdonging  to  the  Army,  viz.,  four  the  line,  one  to  Ue  run  fi»r  by  the  Wimen,  all 
to  ride  without  ^a4lles,  Kvery  IVnly  has  a  Right  t<>  run,  they  are  to  l*  tX 
U.K.H.  Quarters   at  half   an    liour  after  four."      On    *2'ird  June   the  «»nier 
api>eara :—"  There  is  a  plate  of  guinea  value  to  be  run  fur  on  foot  by  the 
winien  of  the  line  tliis  aftern«M»n.     X.Ij. — Tlie  La^UeM  arc  de«ire<l  to  be  on  the 
Course  bv  tive  o'cloek." 
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fliever  to  surrender  themselves  or  their  arms  to 

English,  but  to  stand  by  each  other  to  the  last 

of  their  blood.'     They  were  stalwart  meu  who 

been    trained    in    the    Highland    Independent 

.nies.      Macgiegor    had    also    been    in    Lord 

in's  Regiment,  from  which  he  deserted  on  the 

y  of  the  Prince  :  and  they  had  all  served  with 

B.'     They  now    made    their  home    In   Uamh 

Idh    iia    Seilg— the    Cave    of    Roderick    the 

r — in  Corri-Sgrainge,  one  of  the  two  small 

into    which    Corri-Dho   branches  out  in  its 

reaches ;  and  from  there  they  went  forth  in 

of  food  and  adventnre.     In  a  small  way  they 

war  against  the  devastators  of  their  country, 

ig   the   Whig    Highlanders  wlio    accompanied 

Inglish  soldiers  as  Gaelic-speaking  guides  and 

iei"8  the  special  objects  of  tlieir  animosity. 

put  the  beginning  of  July  the  two  Macdonalds 

Alexander  and    Donald  Ghisholm    observed  a 

of  seven    red-coats,    under   the   guidance    of 

ibald  Macpherson,  a  native  of  Skye,  making 

■way  from  Fort-Augustus  to  Glenelg  with  two 

bearing  wine,  wheaten  bread,  and  other  pro- 

They  fired  from  behind  some  boulder-rocks, 

two   of    the    soldiers    fell    dead.     The    othere, 

Iked  at  the  unexpected  attack,  fled  towards  Fort- 

BStus,  leaving  their  horses  behind  them.     The 

moriston  men  burled  the  dead  where  they  fell, 

,  possession  of  the  provisions,    and   drove    the 

three  miles  further  into  the  mountains,  and 

'  Ljou  ill  Miiuruiiig.        '  I1«cl, 
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there  let  them  loose.  "The  wine/'  said  Patrick 
Grant,  who  related  the  incident  to  Bishop  Forbes 
in  1751,  "being  contained  in  square  hampers  of 
leather  with  padlocks,  we  fell  to  breaking  up  the 
hampers  with  stones,  whereby  (woe  be  to  the 
•stones !)  we  break  some  of  the  bottles ;  and  when 
we  got  them  opened  we  were  very  angry  we  found 
no  money  in  the  hampers."  They,  however,  saved 
sufficient  wine  to  enable  them  to  live  "  like  princes" 
for  about  five  days.^ 

Some  days  after  this  incident,  the  Seven  Men 
met  Robert  Grant,  a  native  of  Strathspey,  at  a 
place  ever  since  called  Feith  Rob — Robert's  Bog — 
^nd  shot  him  through  the  heart.  Cutting  off  his 
head,  they  fixed  it  high  in  a  tree  near  the  high  road 
at  Blairie,  where  the  skull  remained  till  fer  into 
the  present  century.  Another  native  of  the  same 
Strath — An  Sp^ach  Ruadh,  or  the  Red  Strathspey- 
man — was  cut  down  by  them,  and  buried  in  the 
wilds.  ^ 

Three  days  after  the  death  of  Robert  Grant, 
Patrick  Grant  and  his  companions  received  tidings 
to  the  effect  that  a  party  of  soldiers  had  taken 
•tjattle  belonging  to  Patrick  Grant  s  uncle,  and  were 
driving  them  towards  the  West  Coast,  by  General 
Wade's  road  through  Glenmoriston.  The  Seven 
Men  followed  the  soldiers,  and  overtook  them  near 
the  Hill  of  Lundie,  by  Loch-Cluanie-side,  and  from 
fsome  little  distance  called  upon  them  to  give  up  the 

'  LyoD  in  Mourning. 
*  Ibid.,  and  tradition  in  Qlenmoristou. 
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cattle.  The  officera  in  command  placed  their  men 
in  order  for  resistance,  and  sent  Dunald  Fraser,  a 
inilitiaman,  to  enquire  what  the  Glenmoriston  men 
wanted,  and  to  invite  them  to  surrender  and  take 
ftdvantaife  of  the  royal  clemency.  Patrick  replied 
fhat  they  were  resolved  to  recover  the  cattle,  and 
that  rather  than  surrender  they  would  fight  to  their 
huit  breath,  indicating  at  the  same  time  that  com- 
panions were  near  who  would  help  them  in  the 
sttu^le.  The  officers  refused  to  give  up  the 
Cattle,  and  ordered  them  to  be  driven  on.  "The 
Steven  Men  then  made  a  lateral  movement,  and 
c«»inmenced  a  running  fire,  two  Vjy  two,  with  some 
eHkit.  Still  the  cattle  and  the  soldiers  moved  on. 
The  assailants  then  went  forward  to  a  narrow  and 
dangerous  pass,  where,  taking  up  a  strong  position, 
*^"ey  gave  their  fire  with  such  effect  that  the  men, 
t*;rri[ied  at  this  unusual  kind  of  warfare,  fell  into 
'Confusion,  and  many  fled.  The  officers  then  sent  a 
message,  but  with  the  same  result,  and, 
stinnge  to  say.  the  affair  ended  by  the  men  lieing 
allowed  to  carry  oft'  the  cattle,  together  with  a  horse 
Wen  with  provisions."' 

The  tlu-ee  C'hisbolma,  who  made  themselves  con- 

tapicuous    in    these  adventures,    occasionally   visited 

loeir  mother   at    Blairie.     This    became    known    at 

[Fort -Augustus,   and  a   small   party   of  soldiers  was 

seat  out  to  cfipture  them.     The  young  men,  how- 


'  fatnuk  Graut'.  NHimt 
i.IjJuu  ill  Huuniiug). 
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ever,   stoutly   resisted,   and   put   the    red-coats  to 
flight.^ 

While  the  men  of  Glenmoriston  were  thus  leading 
the  lives  of  outlaws,  the  Prince,  for  whose  sake  they 
suffered,  was  himself  hunted  from  island  to  island, 
and  fiom  glen  to  glen,  by  the   soldiers    of  Kinir 
George.     After  CuUoden,  he  proceeded  by  Strath- 
nairn,  Stratherrick,  and  Glengarry  to  Arisaig,  and 
thence    crossed    the    Minch    to     Benbecula.      For 
two  months  he  eluded  his  pursuers  in    the  Outer 
Hebrides,   and    at    last   escaped   from   their  grasp 
through  the   heroic  devotion  of  Flora  Macdonald, 
under    whose    guidance    he    crossed    to    Skye    in 
female  attire.      On  5th  July  he  landed  in  Morar. 
His  presence  there  became  known  to  the  warships 
which  scoured  the  Western  Sea,  and  to  the  troops 
at    Fort- William    and    Fort- Augustus.     The   ships 
closed     in     upon    the    coast,     and     a    cordon    of 
soldiers  was  drawn  from  Loch  Shiel  to  the  head  of 
Loch    Hourn,   the    men  being  placed   within  sight 
of    one    another,     with     fires     burning     at    night, 
between   which    they   passed  and   repassed  contin- 
ually.    Charles    was    now    completely    surrounded, 
and  escape  appeared  almost  impossible.     He.  how- 
ever,   resolved    to    make    an    attempt,    and   placed 
himself  unreservedly  in  the  hands  of  three  gentle- 
men who  had  served  in  his  army — Major  Macdonald 
of  Glenaladale,  Lieutenant  John  Macdonald,  Glen- 

^  Tradition  communicat€<l  to  the  Author  by  the  late  Duncan  BlacdooeQ, 
Turgoil  Inn,  who  saw  and  rcMneniberc<l  Hugh  Chifihoim,  one  of  the  Seven  Men 
— the  Mime  Hugh  whom  Sir  Walter  Scott,  when  a  young  num,  knew  in  ££•* 
Imi-gh  (Tales  of  a  Grandfather). 
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aladale's  brother,  and  Lieutenant  John  Macdonald, 
son  of  An^gus  Macdonald  of  Borodale.  With  these 
as  his  guides,  and  travelling  only  by  night,  he 
g^radually  made  his  way  northward — passing  more 
than  once  so  near  to  the  soldiere  that  the  sound  of 
t.heir  voices  reached  his  ears.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  the  party  arrived  at  Glenshiel,  where 
they  met  a  GlengaiTyman  whom  Glenaladale  recog- 
nised as  one  who  had  served  in  the  Highland  army. 
Led  by  hlra  they  that  night  pushed  forward  to 
Stratli-Cluanie,  where  they  rested  till  the  afternoon 
of  the  28th,  when,  alarmed  by  the  sound  of  fire- 
arms, they  made  for  the  high  raountani  range  that 
looks  down  upon  Glenmoriston's  lands  of  Com- 
Dho  on  the  one  side,  and  upon  Glen-Affaric  on  the 
f^tiier.  There  they  passed  a  most  miserable  night, 
"the  only  shelter  His  Royal  Highness  had  being  an 
*'pen  cave  where  he  could  neither  lean  nor  sleep, 
being  wet  to  the  skin  with  the  rain  that  had  fallen 
^U  that  day ;  and  having  no  fuel  to  make  a  fire 
*ith,  his  only  way  to  make  himself  warm  being  by 
Smoking  a  pipe."' 

Some  time  before,  the  Prince  heard  that 
'^fench  vessels  had  put  in  at  Poolewe,  and  he  waa 
anxious  to  push  forward  in  their  direction.  The 
"lengarry  guide  did  not  know  the  country  beyond 
Strathglass,  and  he  suggested  that  the  Seven  Men 
of  Glenmoriston,  whose  cave  was  in  the  corrie  which 
at  their  feet;  should  be  asked  to  conduct  the 

ty  towards  Poolewe,     His  suggestion  was  agreed 
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to,  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  he  and  Glenaladale's  brother  went  forth  in 
search  of  the   proposed   guides.     They  soon  found 
the  two  Macdonalds  and  Alexander  Chisholm,  who 
readily  undertook   to   shelter   Glenaladale  and  hi^ 
companions,  among  whom,  they  were  informed,  waa 
a  young  gentleman  whose  name  was  not  mentioned, 
but  whom  they  took  to  be  young  Clanranald  ;  and 
it  was  arranged  that  the  whole  party  should  come 
to  the  cave,  where  food  was  to  be  prepared  for  them. 

The  two  messengers  having  returned  and  reported 
the  result  of  their  search,  Charles  and  his  com- 
panions inmiediately  set  out  for  the  cave.  They 
were  met  on  the  way  by  the  three  men,  who  at 
once  recognised  the  Prince,  and  welcomed  him  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Leading  him  to  the  cave, 
they  offered  him  such  "  cheer  as  the  exigency  of  the 
time  afforded."^  They  had  no  bread  to  give  him, 
but  of  their  mutton  and  butter  and  cheese  and 
whisky  he  partook  heartily,  for  he  had  not  tasted 
food  for  forty-eight  hours.  His  hunger  being  thu* 
appeased,  he  lay  down  on  a  bed  of  heather,  and 
*'  was  soon  lulled  to  sleep  with  the  swe^t  murmuis 
of  the  gliding  stream  that  ran  through  the  grotto 
just  by  his  bed  side."^ 

When  he  awoke  he  expressed  his  desire  not  to 
increase  the  number  of  those  to  whom  he  entrusted 
himself,  and  proposed  to  the  three  men,  through 
Glenaladale  as  interpreter,  that  they  should  remove 
to  another  place  without  waiting  for  then*  companions^ 

^  Lyon  iu  Mourning.  '  Ulenolafdale'rt  Account. 
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I  who  were  absent  on  a  fora^ng  expedition.  The  men 
""plied  that  they  and  their  comrades  were  bound  by 
a  solemn  oath  to  stand  by  one  another,  and  that  they 
must  refuse  to  forsake  them.  Charles  did  not  press 
his  wish,  but  suggested  that  they  should  solemnly 
swear  to  fidelity  and  secrecy.  This  they  at  once 
Jigreed  to  do,  and  the  following  oath  was  admin- 
istered to  them  by  Glenaladale  : — "  That  their  backs 
should  be  to  God  and  their  faces  to  the  Devil,  and 
that  all  the  curses  the  Scriptures  did  pronounce 
•^ught  come  upon  them  and  all  their  posterity  if 
they  did  not  stand  firm  by  the  Prince  in  the 
gitatest  dangers,  and  if  they  did  discover  to  any 
person — man,  woman  or  child — that  the  Prince  was 
'n  their  keeping,  till  once  his  person  should  be  out 
^i  danger."'  This  obligation  they  observed  so  care- 
'uUy  that  for  a  year  after  Charles'  escape  to  France 
it  -Was  not  known  that  he  had  been  among  them.' 

On  their  part  Charles  and  Glenaladale  proposed 
to  swear — "  That  if  danger  should  come  upon  them 
they  should  stand  by  one  another  to  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood  ;"  but  the  men  would  take  no  oath  from 
tl'e  Prince  and  his  friend.     Charles  remarked  that 

I  they  were  the  first  Privy  Council  that  had  been 
*Wom  to  him  since  the  battle  of  Culloden,  and  he 
■pTomised  never  to  forget  them  oi-  theirs  if  ever  lie 
^ould  come  to  his  own.  One  of  them  replied  that  a 
^'Certain  priest  who  "  used  to  come  among  them  in 
rtheir  own  country  frequently  had  told  them  that 
King  Charles  the  Second,  after  his  restoration,  was 
I  '  Lyon  in  Mourning.  -  Ibid. 
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not  very  mindful  of  his  friends;"  to  which  plain 
speaking  the  poor  Prince  answered  that  "  he  was 
very  heartily  sorry  for  that,  and  that  he  hoped  he 
himself  would  not  follow  the  same  measures,  and 
that  they  might  depend  upon  his  word  as  the  word 
of  a  Prince."^ 

Next  day  the  absent  Jmen  returned  with  a  live 
ox  and  a  dead  deer,  and  took  the  oath  which  their 
companions  had  ali'eady  sworn.  The  ox  was 
slaughtered  in  the  Prince  s  presence  ;  and,  although 
there  was  no  bread  and  but  little  salt,  Charles 
enjoyed  a  better  meal  than  he  had  done  for  weeks. 
One  of  the  men  afterwards  ventured  to  Fort- 
Augustus  and  purchased  bread  for  him,  and  for 
three  days  he  rested  in  the  cave,  with  the  result 
that  "  he  was  so  well  refreshed  that  he  thought 
himself  able  to  encounter  any  hardships."" 

Deeming  it  inexpedient  to  continue  too  long  in 
one  place,  the  party  removed  on  2nd  August  to 
Corri-Mheadhain,  the  second  small  corrie  which 
branches  off  Corri-Dho,  and  there  "  took  up  their 
habitation  in  a  grotto  no  less  romantic  than  the 
former."^  In  this  new  retreat  they  remained  for 
four  days,  at  the  end  of  which  they  received  intelli- 
gence that  Lieutenant  Campbell,  the  Whig  cham- 

^  Lyon  in  Mourning. 

^  Glenaladale'it  Account.  "  Sometimes/'  says  Lord  Mahon  (Hiitorr  of 
England),  "  they  [the  Seven  Men]  used  singly  and  in  various  disgulMs  to 
repair  to  the  neighbouring  Fort -Augustus,  and  obtain  for  Charles  a  newspaper 
or  the  current  re})orta  of  the  day.  On  one  occasion  they  brought  back  to  the 
Prince,  with  much  exultation,  the  choicest  dainty  they  had  ever  heard  of— a 
pennyworth  of  gingerbread  I" 

'  Lyon  in  Mourning. 
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l>erlain  of  Kintail,  was  within  four  miles  of  them 
with  a  large  spoil  of  cattle.^  The  Prince  had  no 
cl<i«ire  to  make  the  chamberlain's  acquaintance,  and 
leavinjf  Alexander  Macdonald  and  Alexander  Chis- 
Iiolm  to  watch  his  movements,  he  started  on  the  6th 
with  the  rest  of  his  party,  and,  travellhig  by  night, 
n-axjhed  tlie  heights  of  Strathglass  early  on  the  7th. 
Ht*  was  there  overtaken  by  Macdonald  and  Chis- 
holm,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  Campbell 
was  not  likely  to  give  trouble.  Despatching  two 
1 1  K'ssengei*s  in  the  direction  of  Poole  we  for  intelli- 
j^fuce  regarding  the  French  ships,  Charles  remained 
tor  two  days  in  an  unoccupied  shieling-hut,  sleeping 
soundly  at  night  on  a  bed  of  turf — *'a  long 
ilivot  or  fail" — laid  on  the  earth  with  the 
ijiass  side  uppermost.  Early  on  the  9th  he 
st:irted  again,  and,  having  rested  that  night  in 
another  shielin*;,  entered  Glen-(Jannich  on  the 
!Oth,  and  remained  concealed  there  till  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  mornincr  of  the  11th,  when  he 
liet<x>k  himself  to  the  mountains  lying  on  the  north 
of  the  glen,  to  await  the  return  of  the  messengers. 
These  arrived  on  the  13th  with  the  news  that  a 
Fi*ench  ship  had  indeed  put  in  at  Poolewe,  but  had 
a«r^in  sailed  after  landintr  two  i^^ntlemen  who  were 

*  Caiii|>l»ell  took  Patrick  Grant's  cattle al Mm t  7th  July  (Ly«m  in  Mourning). 
If  4-  U  the  i«rA'jn  dcsDriiKj*!  in  a  eong  of  the  peiitNl  a.s  — 

"  An  Caini>>eulacli  Dul)h  a  Cinn-taile, 
]ar-(i(;h'  'inhi)rtair,  '»  ogh'  u'  niheiilich  : 
'Am  Braid-Albaion  fliuair  e  araoli — 
Si(jl  na  ccilge,  'h  meirleach  a*  chruidh.' 

The  Black  CaniplicU  from  Kintail,  great-;^ran(l8on  of  the  nmnlerer,  and 
fi^nfrnlson  of  the  thief.  It  was  in  BreadallMtne  that  he  was  brought  up — the 
i^ci^l  of  deceit,  and  the  stovler  of  cattle). 
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tnaking  their  way  to  Lochiel's  country  in  quest  » A" 
the  Prince.     Anxious  to  meet  these  strangers  au'^ti 
receive  any  despatches  which  they  might  Iiave  fcz^T 
him,  Charles  at  once  retraced  his  steps.     Passii^^^ 
by  Comar,  where  the  young  Chi.shohu  resided,  l~-x^ 
reached  a  wood  near  Fasnakyle  at  two  o'clock  ne^phc;  t 
morning,    and    hid    there   till    he    should    ascerta,_5  -^ 
whether   the    soldiers   were    still    in    Glenmorist^^^^,  jj 
and  Glengarry.     In  three  days  his  scouts  report-  ^^^j 
that  the  way  was  clear.'     Resuming  his  journey    e^t 

'  At  Faanakyle  the  party  w&!>  juinsd  hj  Kuifb  MBcmillan,  a  GleDmnrtKf—-  » 
»«■■,  who  had  been  in  the  Prince's  army.      "  When  nt  Faa-anacoil!,  the  farm  .^bt 
tbeie,  John  ChiHOlm,  used  lo  fumiab  Patrick  Oranl,  and  the  other  Prririrw    ~*> 
with  Hent  anil  Drink  fur  Uiemaelvea  and  Uieir  Company,  John  CliiuM^m  ^^^ 
ttie  meautime  knowing  nothing  at  all  about  the  Prince     Wb«l)  the  PrJH^^^^ 
hear  1  that  John  Chiaaolm  hftd  hiruished  him  with  Provisiont,  \l'.  decired  'l"^^^^ 
J»h  I  might  be  brought  la  him,  and  accordingly  Patrick  Onnt  and  Rnp^^^ 
M»c:nillaa    were   dispatched     to   John    Chiasolni   with     thit   latent.     The,;^^^ 
Hrairod  John  to  come  along  with  them  lo  iee  a  Friend,  whom  he  would  lil:=^^\ 
very  well  to  see,  without  telling  who  the  Friend  tras.    John  nntweml.  ' 
believe  there  is  snme  Peraon  of  Consequence  amongeat  jou,  and,  Ha  1  hafi-  on*  ^■■"^' 
Bottle  of  Wine  [the  Properly  of  a  Priest,  with  whom   1  aro  in  vtty  gmim'^^ 
Friendship),  I  will  venture  to  take  it  along  with  nie.'     Patrick  Orant  siif"^  *7 
'  Wliat,  John  !  hare  you  had  a  Buttle  of  Wine  all  this  Time,  and  not  given  iS       " 
to  ua  before  this  Titae  T'    Away  they  went  to  the  Prince,  whom  John  Chias-JL-^    "" 
knew  at  first  sight,  havbg  been  in  his  Army.     Vp>(a  delivering  the  Bottle  cj^    " 
Wine  to  the  Prince,  Patrick  Grant  denired  the  Favour  of  hia  Royal  HiKhuii--J  '  ""' 
to  drink  tu  him  [Patrick  Grant]  ;  for  (added  he)  '  I  do  not  remember  tli^       " 
;our  Royal  Highness  hud  drunken  to  me  oince  you  came  among  our  Hanilr- 
Aecordiiigly  the  Prince  put  the  Bottle  of  Wine  to  hia  Mouth,  and  drank  - 
H*a'th  to  Patrick  Grant  and  all  Frienda.    John  Chiatdm  liaring  reoeir 
g'Kid  payment  for  any  Provisions  ht  had  furnished,  and  (inding  tbry  liad  h^= 
purchOBcd  for  the  use  of  his  Prince,  immediately  offercil  to  return  the  wH  ■^ 
Price,  and  pressed  the  Thing  mucli  ;  but  the  Prince  would  not  hear  of  that^   ' 
all,  aad  ordered  him  to  keep  the  Money,     John  Chiasolm  took  the  same  <y»li 
of  Secrocy  with  that  before  mentioned  as  taken  by  the  Glenmoristijn  Mm 
who  were  so  lucky  that  the  Prince  wa«  in  absolute  Safety  during  the  Time  I" 
was  in  their  hands,  and  (under  Oud)  they  would  have  provided  for  his  Safelf 
to  tUia  very  Day,  had  he  thought  fit  to  have  continued  amongst  Ihem'- 
Patiick  Grant's  Narrative,  in  Lyon  in  Mourning. 


six    o'clock  on  tlie  morning  uf  the  iTth,  he  passe*! 

into   Glt^ninoriston,    whence    he    sent    one    man    to 

(jle-ngarry,  and  two  othere  to  Lochaber  to  arrange  a 

mtseting  between  Cameron  of  Clunea  and  Glenala- 

daJe.     Tlie    Glengarry  messenger  returned  on    the 

lt>t.h  with  ft  favourable  rejHirt,  and  Charles  and  his 

*'>tTjnanions  proceeded  by  Glen-Loyne,  towards  the 

^^e«t-     Wading    tlie    River    Gany    in    liigh    Hood, 

tht5_v  made  their  way  to  Acbnasoul,  near  the  east 

«3  of  Locli-Arkaig,  where  they  were  met  on  the 

2'  >th  by  the  other  two  men,  bearing  a  message  from 

dunes  to  the  effect  that  he  would  meet  Glenaladale 

iwxt  morning.     Charles    and    his    companions    liad 

n<j     food    that  day  till    late    in  the  evening,  when 

ll>©y  feasts!  royally  on  a  hart  which  had  liallen  to 

tUegun  of  Patrick  Grant.     They  were  also  cheered 

by  thu  arrival  of  tlie  loyal  Maolonald  of  Lochgarry. 

N«xt  cuoruing    tliey   were  joined    by    Cluiies,   who 

■«>oducted  them   to  a  wood   at    the    foot   of  Loch- 

Arfeaig,  whence  Charles  waa    able  to  communicate 

^*^lh  Lochiel.      He    was   now   in    the    midst  of    his 

""  t»tem  friends,  and   the  Glenmoriston    men   pre- 

piUed  to  return  to  their  own  country.     The  Prince 

^^sired  to    make  them    a  small    gift  of  money    in 

•dujowledgmeut  uf  their  devotion  and  fidelity,  and 

ri^utsrted   Patrick  Gmnt  to  remain  with  him  until 

iw  Was  placed   in    funds.      In  a  few  days  Patrick 

WJiMned  bis  companions^  the  proud  bearer — not  of 

the  £30,000  which  he  and  they  might  have  won  by 

betraying    the    Prince — Hut    of    three   guineas    for 

itiinself  aiid    three    for    each    of    his    companions.' 

'  GlenalwUlff'*  Acicount ;  uid  ratricli  Oram'*  Xiirriitive. 
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For  a  month  longer  Charles  wandered  in  tbe 
Western  Highlands.  He  was  finally  taken  on 
board  by  a  French  vessel,  and  safely  conveyed  to 
France. 


We  learn  something  from  the  Lyon  in  Mourning' 
of  the  Prince's  appearance  and  manner  of  life  during? 
the  three  weeks  which  he  passed  with  the  men  o^ 
Glenmoriston.  The  Reverend  John  Cameron  o:^ 
Fort- William,  who  saw  him  at  Loch-Arkaig,  records 
that  "  he  was  then  bare-footed,  had  an  old  blacl^ 
kilt-coat  on,  a  plaid,  philibeg,  and  waistcoat,  a  dirtt- 
Rliirt,  and  a  long  red  beard,  a  gun  in  his  hand,  ^ 
pistol  and  dirk  by  his  side."  This  description  i^ 
corroborated  by  Patrick  Gr'ant,  who  adds  that  th*= 
Prince  possessed  but  four  shirts,  which  it  was  notf 
always  convenient  to  get  washed,  and  that  tt^ 
discomfort  which  he  consequently  experienced  wa* 
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mcreased  by  his  having  to  sleep  in  his  clothes,  and 
plcLid,  and  wig,  and  bonnet.  He  required  but  little 
rest.  He  stepped  nimbly  over  the  moors  by  day,  but 
in  the  dark  floundered  awkwardly  into  pits  and  bogs. 
His  bopefidness  and  cheerfulness  never  forsook  hitn. 
He  used  "  to  declare,"  says  Patrick  Grant,  "  that  he 
nad  great  confidence  in  the  King  of  France  as  a  true 
»cwJ  fast  friend,  and  that  the  King  (his  Father)  and 
his  own  brother,  Henry,  would  risk  all  to  save  him." 
3e  called  the  Seven  Men  his  Privy  Council,  per- 
iidtted  them  to  address  him  by  the  name  of  Dugald 
^^acCullony,^  ate  and  drank  with  them  as  one  of 
themselves,  and  forbade  them  to  take  off  their 
'^'innets  in  his  presence.  He  was  the  cook  of  the 
PftHy,  and  took  pains  to  convey  to  his  companions 
Some  Kttle  knowledge  of  his  art.^  He  even  spoke  to 
them  of  his  love  affaii-s.  "  In  Glen-Cannich,  upon 
lemmas  day,"  says  Patrick  Grant,  "  the  Prince 
*poke  much  to  the  praise  of  one  of  the  daughters  of 
'''^e  King  of  France,  and  drank  her  health,  and  made 
*U  the  company  do  so  likewise.  .  .  .  The  Prince 
*^ltX  them  that  her  hair  was  as  black  as  a  raven, 
*hat  she  was  a  mighty  fine,  agreeable  lady,  being 
**eetr-natured  and  humble  ;  that  he  could  not  fiiiil 
***  love  her,  as  be  was  very  sure  she  entertained  a 

itly  Mac  '111  Duinhnaicli— Son  of  the  -Servant  nf 
it  onetime  cummon  in  nur  Pnrisb  and  Kiltarlitj. 
"  Tlie  Prinoe  had  a  good  Appetite,  and  ne  alt  sate  in  &  Circle  wheu 
_'*"K  md  drinking,  ecery  one  having  ]ii«  Morsel  on  his  own  knee,  and  the 
"^^Ux  would  never  allow  lu  to  keep  otT  our  Bonnets  in  bia  Compan}'.  The 
''I'llce  used  Bumetimea  to  roast  his  own  Meat,  and  aoioetiniea  to  give 
^'"Bctioos  about  the  homely  Coakery,  takini;  a  Bit  now  imd  thrn  from  oil  thi; 
Sv^et  wbfle  roMting."— (Patrick  Orant,  in  Lyon  in  Mourning). 


*  UkcCullon;,  d 
*'*Lord.      TUe-ur 
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^reat  regard  for  him,  as  did  likewise  the  Dauphin, 
whom  the  Prince  commended  much."  .  .  .  "As 
that  Lady  is  so  good-natured,  agreeable  and  hiunble," 
exclaimed  John  Macdonald,  "  would  to  God  we  had 
her  here,  for  we  would  take  the  best  care  of  her  in 
our  power,  and,  if  possible,  be  kinder  to  her  than  to 
Your  Royal  Highness."  **This,"  continues  Patrick, 
"  made  them  all  laugh  very  heartily,  and  the  Prince 
answered,  '  God  forbid,  for  were  she  here  and  seized, 
to  ransom  her  person  would  make  peace  over  all 
Europe  upon  any  terms  the  Elector  of  Hanover 
would  propose.' " 

The  fatigues  which  the  Prince  endured,  and 
tlie  coarse  food  on  which  he  subsisted,  made  him 
a  martyr  to  dysentery  ;  but,  says  Grant,  "  he 
bore  up  under  all  his  misfortunes  with  great 
resolution  and  cheerfulness,  never  murmuring  or 
<;oraplaining  of  the  hardness  and  severity  of 
his  condition."  His  religious  duties  were  not 
neglected.  "  The  Prince,"  continues  the  same 
devoted  adherent,  *'  upon  rising  in  the  morning, 
used  to  retire  for  some  time  by  himself  to  say  his 
prayers.  I  believe  he  is  a  very  good  Christian, 
indeed.     .     .  The    Prince   discovered    that   we 

were  much  addicted  to  common  swearing  in  our 
conversation ;  for  which  he  caused  Glenaladale 
reprove  us  in  his  name ;  and  at  last  the  Prince,  by 
his  repeated  reproofs,  prevailed  on  us  so  far  that  we 
gave  that  custom  of  swearing  quite  up." 

Charles,  indeed,   was  at   this   time — and  before 
his   temper   was   soured    by   cruel   disappointments 
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and  shattered  hopes- — a  man  of  a  most  pleasant 
disposition.  His  kindly  manner  and  gallant  bearing 
inspired  the  men  of  Gleamoriston  with  feelings  of 
unljounded  affection  towards  hlni ;  and  after  grasping 
"'s  hand  in  the  last  farewell,  one  of  them  at  least 
never  again  gave  his  right  hand  to  man  or  woman.' 

The  bulk  of  the  English  troops  left  Fort- Augustus 
*^n  12th  July,  and,  a  month  later.  Lord  Loudon 
ttiax^hed  southward,  leaving  only  a  small  garrison 
t>eKind.  Thereafter,  with  the  exception  of  the 
t*la.nket  raid  In  October,  the  people  of  our  Parish 
■^"ei-e  left  in  peace.  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  and  The 
^'hisholra  were  excepted  from  the  benefits  of  the 
-^ct  of  Indemnity  ;  but,  nevertheless,  their  lives  and 
tht^ii-  lands  were  spared.  Grant  of  Corrimony  was 
*l*^ci  allowed  to  go  unpunished.  Mackay  of  Aehmonie 
****-ti  the  honour  of  being  the  only  person  in  the 
-*  ^iHsh  who  found  a  place  in  a  great  list  of 
febels"  prepared  by  the  officei-s  of  excise  for  the 
**•  formation  of  the  Government;^  but  no  evil  con- 
^^•^iiences  followed  the  prominence  thus  given  to 
"'Hi.  Cumberland  and  his  lieutenants  liad  done 
*^*"»ougli,  and  the  Government  wiis  satisfied.  The 
**•->  Oerings  of  the  [leople  were,  however,  not  yet  over. 
*  »"»e  little  corn  they  had  sown  during  the  distractions 


Hugk  Chiilioltii,  wliom  S[r  WklUr  Scott  know  ia  Ei-linburgh  (TkIcs  ■■t  a 
'^'^-tulfMber).  Huxh  waa  remembcreil  hy  G  tenmurutiiu  people,  who  tolil  the 
■^•^ttiiir  how  ui  children  they  usod  to  tease  him  by  eudB»vouring  to  seiie  his 
"^^lit  luuH.  Junes  Chishulm.  in  Balaiauoau,  aUo  never  gtro  hii  Hght  luu<l  to 
•tii^hfr  after  shaking  handa  with  thu  Prinee.  [See  AjipoDdii  K  for  further 
■*!!»  of  the  Seven  Men  of  OleniuoriBton). 
*  Lilt  uf  Penoaa  concerned  in  the  Keliellioii  (Scutlisli  Uiiitur;  Suuiety). 


Ill 
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of  the  spring  was  lefl  unprotected  and  unsecured,  and 
winter  found  them  without  bread.  Their  cattle, 
too,  had  been  seized  and  sold  by  the  English 
soldiei's.  Famine  and  Pestilence  strode  side  by 
side  through  the  glens,  and  there  fell  before  them 
more  than  fell  at  Culloden.'  The  men  who  sur\-ived 
were  taken  bound  by  a  shameful  oath  to  discontinue 
the  use  of  arms  and  their  ancient  dress : — *'  I  do 
swear  as  I  shall  answer  to  God  at  the  great  day  of 
judgment,  that  I  have  not,  nor  shall  have,  in  my 
possession  any  gun,  sword,  pistol,  or  arm  whatsoever, 
and  that  I  never  use  tartan,  plaid,  or  any  part  of 
the  Highland  garb  :  and  if  I  do  so  may  I  be  cursed 
in  my  undertakings,  family,  and  property ;  may  I 
never  see  my  wife  and  children,  father,  mother,  or 
relations  ;  may  I  be  killed  in  battle  as  a  coward, 
and  lie  without  Christian  burial  in  a  strange  land, 
far  from  the  graves  of  my  forefathers  and  kindred  : 
may  all  this  come  across  me  if  I  break  my  oath." 

And  so  ended  the  last  of  the  many  "troubles" 
in  whicli  the  men  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston 
took  part  for  their  old  Royal  Line  ;  and  so  also  may 
be  said  to  have  ended  the  Olden  Times  in  the 
Parish.  Culloden  and  the  outrages  and  legislation 
that  followed  destroyed  maiiv  a  pleasant  feature  ui 
the  lives  and  customs  of  the  people  ;  but  thev 
also  closed  the  wara  and  the  strifes  and  the  spoli- 
ations that  marked  tlie  coin-se  of  centuries  of  trouble 

'  One  effect  of  the  Kiiiiag,  aii'l  Ilie  tn)uble<t  tlut  fullowed  it,   fm  lt> 

gredtly  reduce  tlie  birtlimto  in  tlie  Pftriwh.     The  register  of  bkjitiems  stiom 

It  32  cliikltpn  were  hn^niml  in  ITH  :  30  in  174S  ;  18  in  1748  ;  uul  .inly  12 
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and  turbulence.  Since  The  Forty-Five  change  has 
followed  change  in  rapid  succession ;  and  now, 
almost  literally,  old  things  are  passed  away,  and  all 
things  are  become  new.  Some  of  these  changes 
vsr'ill  fall  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
ecclesiastical  and  educational  history  of  the  Parish, 
and  the  social  condition  of  its  inhabitants.^ 

'  See  Appendix  L  for  notices  of  the  principal  families  of  the  Parish,  from 
^b^  earliest  time  to  the  present  day. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  PARISH— BEFORE  THE  REFOR^UTlOJi 

Introduction  of  Christianity.  —  St  Ninian  and  Teman.  —  T  ^^( 
Temple,  or  St  Niuianls  Chapel. — Tlie  Story  of  Merchard.  — — 
His  Church  in  (ilenmoriston. — Traditions  Concerning  Him.  _     — 

His  Wonderful  Bell. — Drostan,  Patron  Saint  of  Urquhart — 

His   Chaplainry    and    Croft. — Relapse    of    the    People   vm^jto 
Paganism. — St  Columba's  Mission. — Marvellous  Deeds  in  "^i^he 
District  of  Loch  Ness.  — Opposition  of  the  Druids. — Colunri^ba 
in   Urquhart. — Conversion  of  Kmchat   and  Virolec. — In^r«*r- 
moriston   Church. — Columba's    Well.  —  St   Adamnan. — The 
Church    of    Abriachan.  —  The   Mission   of   Curadan.  —  The 
Church  of  Corrimony. — Gorman. — The  Churches  of  Lag-  an 
t-Seapail,  Achnahaimet,  Pitkerrald,  Kilmichael,  and  Kilmore- 

— The  Celtic  Clergy  and  their  Services. — Fall  of  the  DniidsL 

Their  Religion  and  its  Remains. — Struggle  between  the  Celt  i* 
Church  and  Romanism. — The  Roman  Church  Establi.sht'd. 
Origin  of   Parishes  and   Church  Endowments. — Erection 
the    Parish    of    Ur(]uhart.  —  The    Parish    Church    and  i 
Projjerty. — The  Chapels  and  their  Crofts. — The  Chancellor 
Moray.  — The   Clergy   of   the    Church    and    Chapels.  — Th^   -^^ 
Reformation. — The  Parish  Priest  turns  Protestant. — Ix^ssc:^ 
the  Church    Lands   in   the   l^arish. — The   People  SpirituaU  -^  ' 
Destitute. 

1'he  early  ecclesiastical  history  of  our  Parish,  lik 
its  early  civil  history,  is  involved  in  much  obscurit) 
Cinistianity  was  probably  introduced  into  the  Sout    -'^ 
of  Scotland  by  the  Roman  soldiers  in  the  fii^st  c^^ 
second  century  ;  but  it  was  left  to  St  Ninian,  \i\rmO 
flourished  in  the  end  of  the  fourth  century  and  the 
beginning  of  the  fifth,  to  preach  its  doctrines  witA 
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wiy  degree  of  success  among  the  native  population. 

Through  his  missionary  ardour  and  evangelical  zeal, 

the  Southern  Picts,  who  occupied  the  country  lying 

to  the  south  and  east  of  the  Grampians,  forsook 

their  paganism.     It  has  hitherto  been  assumed  that 

neither  he  nor  his  followers  had  any  share  in  the 

intnxluction  of  our  faith  into  the  territory  of  the 

Northern    Picts,    to   whom,  it   has  been   said,   the 

message   of    salvation    was    first    delivered    by    St 

Cohnnlxi.     That  assumption  does  not  appear  to  be 

^^11   founded.     The   dedications  which   we  find   in 

fj^'Hour  of  St  Ninian  within  that  territory,  including 

the  Temple,  or  Kil  St  Ninian,  in  Urquhart,\justify 

the  belief  that,  if  he  did  not  himself  labour  among 

the   Northern  Picts,  the  Gospel  which  he  preached 

''»the  South  was  conveyed  to  them  by  his  immediate 

"isciples.      It  could  not   well  have  been   otherwise. 

The    two   sections    of   the  Picts  formed  essentiallv 

^^'^    people,  speaking  the  same  language,  and  some- 

t*"^es  acknowledirinir  the   same   authoritv.      Inter- 

^^H'sse  between  them  was  constant,  and  tidings  oF 

t»^     great   conversion    in    Southern    Pictland    nnist 

havt^  reached  and  influenced  the  North.     Travellers 

^'^^ild  tell  of  it  as  they  journeyed,  and  enthusiastic 

converts    would    press    northward    with    the    Good 

^^ws  which  they  had  themselves  received.     Ternan, 

f^^r  instance — a  native  of  the  Mearns,  who  sat  at  the 

M  of  St   Ninian,  and   who   preached  with    nnich 

'  Tbe  dUtrict  of  St  NiiiiaiiD  in  our  Parwh  in,  iu  Gaelic,  cuHutl  Sliotmi 
fmii^in— Nim-u*««  Uill-iiide.  Trinnean,  Kiii^aii,  &c.,  are  foniw  whuli  iliu 
jijjue  h%A  UMiumed  i«iiic«  the  Saint's  time. 

21 
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ElucceM  in  the  north-east  of  Scotland — can  nevei 
have  bounded  his  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  the  Picti 
by  the  imaginary  line  which  is  supposed  to  havi 
separated  the  Pictish  provinces ;  and  Ternan'i 
disciple,  Erchard,  it  is  almost  certain,  penetratec 
far  into  the  northern  territory.  A  tradition  whicl 
has  probably  come  down  from  his  own  time  teUi 
that  he  was  the  first  who  preached  the  gospel  ii 
Glenraoriston,  and  to  him  the  ancient  church  o 
that  Glen — Clachan  Mhercheird — was  dedicated. 

Erchard,  or  Mei-cliai-d,  as  he  latterly  came  to  1> 
called,'  was  a  native  of  the  district  of  Kiiicardin 
O'Neil,  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Grampians 
He  becJime  a  zealous  Christian  in  his  early  yout^ 
and  Ternan  not  only  ordained  him  priest,  but  aL  ; 
appointed  him  his  own  coadjutor.  It  was  perha,] 
while  he  laboured  witli  Ternan  that  he  visited  oi 
Parish.  In  after  life  he  went  to  Rome,  and  w* 
consecrated  bishop  by  Pope  Gregory.  On  his  retur 
jouruey  he  visited  the  Picts  of  Pictavia,  now  Poitoi 
in  France,  and  brought  hack  to  the  truth  such  <; 
them  as  had  lapsed  into  paganism.  Falling  sick,  Irx- 
prayed  God  that  he  might  not  see  deatli  till  hi 
arrived  in  his  own  country,  and  hastened  nortliwar* 
through  France  and  England.  He  reached  Kio- 
cai'dine  O'Neil  to  he  honourably  received  by  In* 
people,    and   then    died.      According    to    his    oW" 

'  Merdiurd  i«  Ma  Hrehtint,  or  .VAWIiitnl,  signifying  «iy  Erclmrd.  Tt^ 
old  Celts  uf  Ireland  kud  SruUaiid  hx)  a  hnbit  uf  pWiig  the  )iriiDi>un  m  (IU7' 
bofure  the  Dunea  of  tbeir  faviiurite  kUuLa  te  s  tenu  of  nffevtiun.  Ths  pr<^ 
luui  iiu  coDnection  nith  iiutitk,  good.  The  nuue  Erchard  ii  id  ftudent  vntior 
variuUBlj  written  ;—  Ervhnni,  Enhad,  Erthan,  EHliadti;  Irehard,  I'refcirrfw. 
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iistructions,  his  body  was  placed  on  a  cart  drawn 
i>y  two  horses,  which  were  allowed  to  go  forth 
where  they  listed.  He  was  buried  wliere  they  first 
sJ^opped,  nnd  a  church  was  built  over  his  grave. 

Such,  briefly,   are  the   circumstances  of  his  life 
and  death,  as  given  in  the  Bi-eviary  of  Aberdeen 
and.  other  ancient  writings.     Much  more  is  told  of 
him    in    the    traditions    of    Glenmoriston.      While 
labouring  in  Strathglass  with  two  missionary  com- 
panions, his  attention   was  drawn  to  a  wliite  cow 
■which  day  after  day  stood  gazing  at  a  certain  tree, 
■without  bending  its  neck  to  eat,  and  yet  went  home 
each   evening   as    well    filled    aa    the    other   cattle. 
Curiosity,  or  a  higher  influence,  led  bim  to  dig  up 
the  earth  at  the  foot  of  tlie  tree,  and  there  he  found 
tbi-t«  bells,  new  and  burnished  as  if  fresh  from  the 
maker's  hands.'     Taking  one  himself,  and  giving  the 
others  to  his  companions,  he  bade  each  go  his  own 
*ayand  erect  a  church  where  his  bell  should  ring  the 
third  time  of  its  own  accord.     One  went  eastward, 
"nd  founded  the  church  of  Glenconventh  ;  another 
*estwiinl,  and  erected  his  churcli  at  Broadford  in 
OKje;  while  Merchard  himself  travelled  southwai-d 
'0  the  direction  of  Glenmoriston.     When  he  reached 
^he  hill  now  called  Suidh  Mhercheii-d,  or  Merchard's 
"^^at,  his  bell  rang  for  the  first  time  ;  it  again  rang 

|*t  Fuamn  Mhercheird  (Merchard's  Well)  at  Ballin- 
fc>tnbuie  ;  and  it  rang  the  third  time  at  that  spot  by 
fce  side  of  the  River  Moriston  which  is  now  the  old 
V  '  Jiie  pUt*  M,  which  the  bollH  were  found  in  atill  cnllwWmoM  nnti-c/np 
|KMuglMk>— thq  Ti«e  of  the  Bella. 
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burying-ground  of  Glenmoriston.  There  he  built 
his  church — Clachan  Mhercheird  ;  and  there  and  in 
the  surrounding  districts  he  for  a  time  taught  and 
preached.  He  became  the  patron  saint  of  Glen- 
moriston ;  and  his  solicitude  for  the  Glerunoriston 
people  has  not  yet  ceased.  His  acts  of  mercy  and 
love  have  been  without  number.  One  example  maj 
be  given.  In  fornier  times,  when  a  tenant  died,  hie 
best  horse  went  to  the  proprietor  as  each-ursainn — 
herezeld,  or  heriot.  If  the  deceased  left,  no  horse,  a 
horse's  value  was  taken  in  cattle  or  sheep.  On  one 
occasion — twelve  hundred  years  after  Mercbard'a 
death — it  came  to  pass  that  a  poor  Glenmoristoi 
tenant  died,  leaving  a  widow  to  succeed  him.  H_ 
had  left  no  horse,  and  the  ground-officer  took  thr 
heriot  in  sheep.  That  same  night,  as  the  officer  l&j 
in  bed,  an  unearthly  voice  spake  to  him  ; — 

"  'S  mise  Merthard  mor  uam  feart,  ^H 

'S  mi  dol  dach&idli  cbiim  au  anmoich  ;  ^H 

A'b  iDnis  timsa  do  Mhac-Phadruig 
Nacli  fhcaird  e  gu  bratb  ii'  mhcanblnjhrodh  I " 
("  I  am  great  Merchard  of  t!ie  niiraoleK,  passing  homewanl 

the  night.     Declare  thou  unto  Mac  rhatrick   that  the  widoi&a 

sheep  will  never  bring  him  good.") 

With  the  morning's  sun  the  terror-stricken  mat 
appeared  before  his  master  and  delivered  the  ghostly 
message.  The  sheep  were  instantly  returned  to  th» 
widow,  and  from  that  day  until  now  no  heriot  has 
Ijeen  exacted  in  Glenmoriston, 

Merchard's  bell  was  preservetl  at  his  clactiaiJ 
until    about     twenty    years    ago,    when     it    went 
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aniiseiop;— removed.    It    is    supposed,    by    strangers 

employed  in  the  district.     Its  powers  and  attributes 

■^^■ere  of  a  wonderful  order.     It  indicated,  as  we  have 

seen,    where    Merchard's  church    was    to  be   built. 

Until  the  very  last  the  sick  and  infirm  who  touched 

>t  in  faith  were  cured  and  strengthened.     After  the 

■church  became  ruinous,  in  the  seventeenth  century, 

it  Was  kept  on  an  ancient  tombstone,  specially  set 

^-JJart   for    it.     If  removed    to    any   other  place  it 

***ysteriously  found  its  way  back.     When  a  funei-al 

-approached,    it    rang    of    its    own    accord,    saying, 

-Ohachaidh !  dhachaidh  !  gu  do  leabaidh   bhuan !" 

"        '*Home!  home!  to  thy   lasting  place    of  rest!" 

Al     thrown  into  water  it  floated  on  the  surface,  but 

"this  the  people  were  slow  to  put   to  the  test,  in 

■*»t;f«rence  to  Merchard's  warning  :— 

"  'S  loUe  Mtrchard  thar  an  flionii, 
Cuimhnichibb  trom  trom  mo  sh^r'&dh, 
'S  fiaeh'  nach  cuir  aibli  air-aon  geall, 
An  clag  so  air  a'  pholl  a  Bhnambadh." 
^"I  am  Mercharcl  from  across  the  land  ;  keep  ye  my  Bufferings 

'^^^p  in  your  remambrance  ;  aud  see  that  ye  do  not  for  a  wager 

\**«*  teal)  place  this  bell  in  the  pool  to  swim.") 

As  Merchard  was  the  patron  saint  of  Glen- 
'f*c»riHton,  so  Drostan  waa  the  patron  saint  of  Glen- 
'Ji'quhart,  which  is  to  this  day  distinguished  from 
'^ne  other  Urquharts  in  the  North  by  the  name  of 
m  ^  rchudainn  mo  Chrostain — St  Drostan's  Urquhart. 
^here  was  a  chaplainry  in  his  honour  at  the  Temple, 
•^1"  Kil  St  Ninian,  until  the  Reformation.'    According 

1  '  Clu'efB  of  Grant,  III.,  124. 
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to  the  Breviary  of  Aberdeen  he  was  a  nephew  of  St 
Columba,  who,  if  we  may  credit  a  legend  recorded 
in  the  Book  of  Deer,  accompanied  him  into  Aber- 
deenshire. But  he  does  not  appear  in  the  Irish 
genealogies  of  Columba's  fiimily ;  and  he  is  not 
mentioned  by  St  Adamnan,  who  wrote  soon  after 
the  great  missionary's  death,  and  was  carefiil  to 
record  the  names  of  his  feUow-labourers.  His  name 
is  not  Gaelic,  as  it  would  have  been  if  he  were  of 
Columba's  race,  but  Pictish  or  Welsh — it  is  the 
same  as  Tristan  of  the  Arthurian  tales — and  the 
strong  probability  is  that,  like  Merchard,  he  was  a 
native  of  Southern  Pictland  who  penetrated  into 
the  North  long  before  Columba's  time.  Tradition 
tells  that  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  Urquhart,  and 
supported  himself  by  cultivating  Croit  Mo  Chrostain 
— St  Drostan  s  Croft — on  the  top  of  that  prettj — 
hillock  which  is  situated  immediately  to  the  wes 
of  Balmacaan  House.     The  Croft  may  have  been  th 


gift  of  the  Pictish  potentate  who  ruled  the  Glen  inr-n 
his  day.     It  passed  to  the  Ilomish  Church  on  its 
establishment  about  the  beginning  of  the  twelftl 


century,  and  in  1556  it  was  attached  to  the  Chape^-^ 
of  St  Ninian,  whose  disciple  Drostan  may  have  beeip- 
At  the  Reformation  it  ceased  to  be  Church  property^* 
The  Picts  were  a  fickle  race,  who  after  a  time 
relapsed  into  paganism — "  the  apostate  Picts,"  St 
Patrick  calls  them.  ^     The  secular  clergy  of  Ninian's 

^  Id  his  letter  to  Coroticus,  St  Patrick  speaks  of  Socii  Scotonum  d 
Pictorum  apostataruiU  ;  and  again,  Prcesertim  indigniuimarum.  peMMimorvimqm 
atque  apostatarufn  Pictoruta,    Life  of  St  Ninian  (Historiana  of  Scotland),  28L 
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(Jhurch  proved  unequal  to  the  task  of  dispelling  the 
spiritual  darkness  that  lay  on  the  land.  But  a  more 
powerful  institution  was  about  to  be  established. 
In  563  Columba,  or  Columcille — Colum  or  Malcolm 
of  the  Cell — an  Irish  prince  and  priest,  crossed 
to  Scotland  burning  with  missionary  fervour,  in 
penance,  it  is  said,  for  his  share  in  some  tribal 
feud.  Landing  in  lona  with  twelve  companions, 
lie  founded  a  monastery  there,  from  which  he 
and  they  went  forth  on  evangelistic  expeditions 
into  the  surrounding  districts.  After  labouring 
for  two  years  among  the  inhabitants  of  Mull 
and  the  West  Coast,  he  resolved  to  visit  Brude 
MacMailcon,  King  of  the  Picts,  who  had  his  seat 
on  the  hanks  of  the  River  Ness.  Columba  was  a 
Scot  or  Gael  of  the  same  nationality  as  the  Dalriad 
Scota  who  had  before  his  time  settled  in  the  country 
DOW  known  as  Argyll,  and  whom  Brude  had 
disastrously  defeated  in  560 ;  and  while  he  was 
moved  by  a  holy  compassion  for  the  Picts  who  were 
P^^rishing  in  their  paganism,  he  probably  also  desired 
to  promote  the  temporal  peace  and  prosperity  of  his 
own  [)eople.  Taking  with  him,  among  others,  two 
eminent  saints  of  the  race  of  the  Irish  Picts  — 
t'ainueach  of  Achalx)e,  and  Comgall  of  Bangor — he 
started  on  his  memorable  journey  in  565,  proceeding 
^ong  the  Caledonian  Valley,  and  preaching  and 
tijaching  as  he  went.  His  reception  by  the  King 
was  not  friendly.  **  When  the  Saint  made  his 
first  journey  to  King  Brude,"  says  Adanman,  '*  it 
happened    that  the   King,   elated   by  the    pride   of 
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rovaltv,  acted  haughtily,  and  would  not  open  h 
gates  on  the  first  arrival  r>f  the  biased  maii.     Whe***^ 
the  man  of  (Jod  observed  this,  he  approached  th^^e 
folding  doors  with  his  companions,  and  having  tin?'      'it 
formed  upon  them  the  sign  of  the  cross  of  our  Loi 
he  then  knocked  at  and  laid  his  hand  upon  the  gatt 
v.'hich   instantly  flew  open  of  its  own  accord,  th 
bolts  having   been   driven    back    with    great   fori 
The  Saint  and  his  companions  then  parsed  throu^^»  fj 
the    gate    thus  speedily    opened.       And   when   tW:^^ 
King    learned    what     luul    occurred,    he    and    I^^ig 
councillors  were  tilled  with  alarm,  and  immediate^ ly 
setting  out  from  the  palace,  he  advanced  to  ni^»©t 
with    due    respect     the    blessed     man,     whom      fa© 
addressed  in   the   most  conciliatory   and  respectfixl 
language.     And  ever  after,  from  that  day,  bo  long 
as  he  lived,  the  King  held  this  holy  and  reverea<d 
man  in  very  great  honour,  as  was  due."' 

The  Saint's  deeds  at  the  court  of  Brude  mu^'' 
have  made  a  great  impression  on  the  inhahitan*3* 
of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston.  Wonderful  tlitfe-*" 
were,  accoi-ding  to  Adaninan.  On  one  occasioc::^^ 
being  obliged  to  cross  the  Ness,  he,  on  reaching  tl^^ 
river's  bank,  found  a  number  of  people  burying  * 
man  who  had  just  been  killed  by  a  water  monete  ^■ 
Nothing  dismayed,  he  dh'ected  his  compaiiio^c:^' 
Lugne  Mocumin,  to  swim  across  the  stream  aii»  ** 
bring  to  him  a  boat  that  lay  against  the  opposite* 
bank.  Lugne  obeyed,  and  when  he  wiis  aboiJ  f 
half    across    the     monster    gave    an     awful     roaJt 

'  Ailntuaan's  Vila  Sancti  Columbia. 
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P^nd  darted  after  him.  "  Then  the  blessed  man 
fC^olumba]  observing  this,  raised  his  holy  hand, 
■wh  le  all  the  rest,  brethren  as  well  as  strangers, 
wei-e  stiipified  with  terror,  and.  invoking  the  name 
of  God,  formed  the  saving  sign  of  the  cross  in  the 
■ajr,  and  conimandetl  the  ferocious  monster,  saying. 
Thou  shalt  go  no  further  nor  touch  the  man  ;  go 
t>ack  with  all  speed.  Then  at  the  voice  of  the  Saint 
"tlie  monster  was  terrified,  and  fled  more  quickly 
than  if  it  had  been  pulled  back  with  ropes,  though 
it  had  just  got  so  near  to  Lngne  as  he  swam  that 
tliere  was  not  more  than  the  length  of  a  spear  staff 
"etween  the  man  and  the  beast.  Then  the  brethren, 
^^eing  that  the  monster  had  gone  back,  and  that 
their  comrade  Lugne  returned  to  them  in  the  lioat 
Safe  and  sound,  were  struck  with  admiration,  and 
fi^ve  glory  to  God  in  the  blessed  man.  And  even 
the  barbarous  lieathens  who  were  present  were 
forced  by  the  greatness  of  this  miracle,  which  they 
nemselves  bad  seen,  to  magnify  the  God  of  the 
anstians." 

The  di-uids,    as    was    natural,    strongly    opposed 

Qlumha'a  work  in  the  district  of  the  Ness.     One 

Zoning  as   he   and    his    companions    were  singing 

yinns  outside  the  King's    fort  a  party    of  ])agan 

^€Bt8   drew   near   and    endeavoured    to    interrupt 

"  On  seeing  this  the  Saint  began  to  sing  the 

*^y-*ourtb  psalm,   and    at    the    same    moment   so 

L    ^ondei-fully  loud,  like  pealing  thunder,  did  bis  voice 

^1 'become,  that    King   and    people   were   struck    witli 

^■**rror  and  amazement." 


the  King's  presence  : — "  Know,  O  Broiclian,  a 
assured,  that  if  thou  refuse  to  set  this  c^ptiv 
as  I  desire  thee,  thou  shalt  die  suddenly  be; 
take  my  departure  again  from  this  province." 
Saint  then  proceeded  to  the  river,  and,  tak 
white  pebble,  informed  his  companions  that  by 
cure  of  many  diseases  would  be  effected — and  tl 
that  moment  Broichan  had  been  struck  by  an 
from  Heaven  and  was  gasping  for  breath,  ant 
dead.  As  lie  spoke,  two  horsemen  galloped  a 
said  to  him,  "  The  King  and  his  friends  havt 
us  to  thee  to  request  that  thou  wouldst  cui 
foster-father,  Broichan,  who  lieth  in  a  dying  a 
The  Saint  sent  two  of  his  companions  to  the 
with  the  pebble,  and  bade  them,  if  Broichar 
mised  to  free  the  maiden,  to  immerse  the  stt 
water,  and  to  let  him  drink  of  the  water,  ai 
should  be  cured.  No  sooner  were  the  woi 
Coluniha  conveyed  to  the  sick  man  than  he  re 
the  captive,  and  delivered  her  to  the  Chrif 
"  The  pebble  was  then  immersed  iu  water,  anc 
wonderful  manner,  coatmrjf-J 
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stone  as  it  floated  on  the  water,  and,  instantly 
returning  from  the  verge  of  death,  recovered  his 
perfect  health  and  soundness  of  body."  After  this, 
it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  the  pebble  was 
preserved  among  the  treasures  of  the  King,  and  that 
it  effected  the  cure  of  many  diseases.  "  And  what 
is  very  wonderful,  when  this  same  stone  was  sought 
for  by  those  sick  persons  whose  term  of  life  had 
arrived  it  could  not  be  found.  Thus,  on  the  very 
day  on  which  King  Brude  died,  though  it  was 
sought  for,  yet  it  could  not  be  found  in  the  place 
where  it  had  been  previously  laid." 

Broichan's  illness  and  cure,  wonderful  though 
they  were,  failed  to  draw  him  from  his  own 
ancient  belief.  Endowed  in  some  measure  with 
the  marvellous  gifts  which  distinguished  the  magi 
of  old  in  their  contest  with  Moses,  he  also 
possessed  no  small  share  of  their  persistency  ;  and 
^  refiised  to  accept  his  defeat  in  the  matter  of 
the  slave  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  Christian  s 
superior  power.  "Tell  me,  Columba,"  said  he, 
**when  dost  thou  propose  to  set  sail."  '*  I  intend," 
^plied  the  Saint,  "  to  begin  my  voyage  after  three 
^ys,  if  God  permits  me  and  preserves  my  life." 
**0n  the  contrary,"  said  the  druid,  "thou  shalt  not 
"6  able,  for  I  can  make  the  winds  unfavourable  to 
thy  voyage,  and  cause  a  great  darkness  to  envelo))e 
vou  in  its  shade."  Columba  answered,  "  The 
ahnighty  power  of  God  ruleth  all  things,  and  in 
His  name  and  under  His  guiding  providence  all  our 
movements   are   directed ; "    and  at   the   appointed 
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time  he  and  his  companions  repaired  to  the  shore^.-^ 
of  Loch    Ness,  with    the  intention  of  setting  sai^T^. 
They  were  followed  bv  a  crowd  of  people,  amoi^>^_n 
whom  were  certain  druids,  exulting  exceedingly — — _ 
for,  as  Broichan  had  promised,  a  fierce  tempest  bl^  -w 
from    the    west,    and    dark    clouds    obscured    tfcn^ 
heavens.      "  Our   Columba,    therefore,    seeing    th.  ^f 
the  sea  was  violently  agitated,  and  that  the  wIxjcJ 
was   most  unfavourable    for   his  voyage,  called     on 
t!hrist  the  Lord,  and  embarked  in  his  small  boat  ; 
and  whilst  the  sailors  hesitated,  he  the  more  con- 
fidently ordered  them  to  raise  the  sails  against  t(»« 
wind.     No  sooner  was  this   order  executed,  wfiil« 
the  whole  crowd  was  looking  on,  than  the  vessel  nk*^ 
against  the  wind  with  extraordinary  speed.     Ati'*^ 
after  a  short  time  the    wind,  which  hitherto  lia^^ 
been  against  them,  veered  round  to  help  them  o"^* 
their   voyage,  to   the    intense   astonishment  of  a!^^^ 
And  thus  throughout  the  remainder  of  that  day  th    "* 
light  breeze  continued  most  favourable,  and  the  ski::^*' 
of  the  blessed  man  was  carried  safely  to  the  wislie-^* 
for  haven." 

Sucli  are  some  of  the  incidents  which  are  saS-« 
fo  have  marked  Columba's  first  visit  to  the  diatri^^t 
of   Loch    Ness.      Brude    became  a    Christian,  s.t~»d 
befriended  the  Saint,  who  subsequently  made  otii  er 
journeys    to    the    royal    palace.      On    one    occasion, 
when  travelling  near  Loch  Ness,  "  he  was  suddenlj 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  said  to  his  com- 
panions,  '  Let  us  go  quickly  to  meet  the  holy  angels 
who  have  be^n  sent  from  the  realms  of  the  hightet 


THE   CHORCH    IX   THE   PARISH.  333 

Heaven  to  carry  away  with  them  the  soul  of  a 
heathen,  and  now  wait  our  arrival  there,  that  we 
may  baptise  in  due  time  before  his  death  this  man, 
who  hatli  preserved  his  natural  goodness  through 
all  his  life,  even  to  extreme  old  age.'  Having  said 
this  much,  the  holy  old  man  hurried  his  companions 
i*s  much  as  he  could,  and  walked  before  them  until  he 
came  to  a  district  called  Airchartdan  [Urchudainn, 
or  Urquhart] ;  and  there  he  found  an  aged  man 
whose  name  was  Emchat,  who,  on  hearing  the  word 
of  God  preached  by  the  Saint,  believed  and  was 
Wpiised,  and,  immediately  after,  fiiU  of  joy  and 
Safe  from  evil,  and  accompanied  by  the  angels  who 
caine  to  meet  him,  passed  to  the  Lord.  His  son 
Virolec  also  believed,  and  was  baptised  with  all 
bis  house."  The  fact  that  Adamnan  describes 
Coluinba  in  this  passage  ae  an  old  man  (snitsx), 
Would  seem  to  show  that  Emchat's  convei-sion  took 
place,  not  during  the  Saint's  first  visit  to  Pictland, 
*Keu  he  was  only  forty-four  years  of  age,  but  at  a 
l«tm-  periotl.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible  that 
Afiamnan  may  have  used  the  word  as  a  term  of 
f^speet  rather  than  to  indicate  Columba's  age. 

in  Glenmoriston  Columba  probably  founded  the 
"M  church  at  Invemioriston,  which  was  known  as 
t'lachan  Cholumchille,  or  Coiuuilja's  Church.  In 
tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  its  site  is  Columba's  Well, 
I*  holy  fountain  noted  for  many  centuries  for  its 
■Teiriarkable  curative  properties.  The  orighi  of  its 
Jliown  in  Chriatiaii'  tiroes  is  probably  found  in 
lAdamnan's  pages.     "While  the  blessed  man  [Col- 
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umba]  was  stopping  for  some  days  in  the  province 
of  the  Picts,  he  heard  that  there  was  a  fountain 
femous  among  this  heathen  people,  which   foolish 
men,    having   their    senses    blinded    by   the    devil, 
worshipped  as  a  god.     For  those  who  drank  of  this 
fountain,  or  purposely  washed  their  hands  or  feet  in 
it,  were  allowed  by  God  to  be  struck  bv  demoniacal 
art,  and  went  home  either  leprous  or  purblind,  or 
at  least  suffering  from  weakness  or  other  kinds  of 
infirmity.      By  all    these   things  the  pagans  were 
seduced,  and  paid   divine  honour  to  the  fountain. 
Having  ascertained  this,  the  Saint  one  day  went  up 
to  the  fountain  fearlessly ;  and,  on  seeing  this,  the 
druids,   whom   he  had  often  sent  away  from  him 
vanquished  and  confounded,  were  greatly  rejoiced, 
thinking  that  he  would  suffer  like  others  from  the 
touch  of  that  baneful  water.     But  he,  having  first 
raised    his   holy    hand   and    invoked    the    name  of 
Christ,  washed  his  hands  and  feet ;  and  then,  with 
his  companions,  drank  of  the  water  which  he  had 
blessed.     And  from  that  day  the  demons  departed 
from  the  fountain  ;  and  not  only  Avas  it  not  allowi^d 
to  injure  any  one,  but  even  many  diseases  amongst 
the  people  were  cured  by  this  same  fountain,  after  it 
had  been  blessed  and  washed  in  bv  the  Saint."    The 
fountain  which  the  Saint  so  blessed  and  washed  in 
may,  without  any  undue  straining  of  the  imagina- 
tion, be  identified  with  his  Well  at  Invermoristou. 
That  spring  h^is,  despite  his  rebuke,  continued  to  be 
in    a   sense   worshipped    until   our   own    time,  and 
searchers    after    health    may    not   even    yet    have 
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■entirely  ceased  to  sprinkle  tliemselves  with  its  water, 
and  to  leave  their  little  orterings  by  its  side. 

With  the  last  word  of  Adamnan's  account  of 
C'olumba's  work  in  our  district  the  light  of  history 
leaves  U8  for  five  centuries,  and  during  that  long 
period  of  night  we  have  to  trace  the  progress  of  the 
C'hurch  as  best  we  can  by  the  help  of  the  footprints 
which  it  has  left  on  the  tradition  and  topography  of 
the  country. 

St  Adamnan,  who  became  abbot  of  lona  in  670, 
and  did  much  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  Pictland,  was 
commemorated  in  our  Parish  by  Croft  Adamnan,  the 
8it-e  of  which  is  not  now  known,  and  by  a  chaplainry  at 
K.il  St  Ninian  ;'  and  he  it  was,  probably,  who  founded 
the  church  of  Abriachan,  which  was  dedicated  to 
"ini/  It  is  not  too  much  to  suppose  that  he  visited 
'^  rt|uhart  — -  that  Airchartdan  which  lay  on  the 
'^Ute  from  the  west  to  the  east,  and  which,  as  he 
"iinself  informs  us,  was  the  scene  of  such  important 
*^ent8  in  the  history  of  the  Church  as  the  conversion 
**f  Emchat  and  Virolec. 

Contemporaneous  with  St  Adannian  was  Curadan, 
^*"  Kiritinus,  surnained  Boniface,  an  Irishman  who 
fof  eixty  years  preached  to  the  Plots  and  Scots,  and 
*ho  became  bishop  and  abbot  of  Hoseniarkie,  wheit- 


Mo  (JMiic,  iho  L'hurih  "f  Alrisehiii  is  mlled  (.'iti  Ad/mmhnaln  (now 
^'■OBnoneeJ  fonnni— Adanrosn'g  Cell.  See  Reevo'  Edit.iun  of  Adnummrs 
^(e  oi  Columba,  ind  FnrWs'  KalcudHr  if  Scf.Ulali  Sninio,  fur  the  VAnnua 
^"•nget  wiiidi  tliu  nwne  Adaunuiii  hxm  undergone  duiing  tlie  «]urB«  u( 
^turies— fw"",  Awnon,  Aunan,  Onan,  Ihinan.  In  a  renul  of  Trqubiirt. 
inltd  \<H7.  (nt,  CnatlB  Omnt),  IiL.  Cn.ft  ia  oillnl  Croft  /iirf.jn. 
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he  died  at  the  n^e  of  eighty.  To  him  was  dedicated 
the  old  chapel  at  CoiTimony — Clach  Chumdain— 
and  after  him  is  called  Croit  Churadain  ((.'umdans 
Croft),  and  Tohar  Churadain  (Curadan's  Well),  Iwth 
on  the  adjacent  lands  of  Buntait.  The  iieighbour- 
ing  churclies  of  Bona  and  Struy  were  also  dedicatrtl 
to  him.  According  to  ti'adition,  he  and  Gorman,  a 
saint  who  gave  his  name  to  the  hill  called  Stii<lh 
Ghuirnu^in,  or  Gorman's  Seat,  near  Corrimonv/  were 
tlie  first  to  evangelise  the  people  of  the  Braes  of 
Ui^uhart.  Whetlier  that  be  true  or  not,  these 
dt^dications  and  place-names  show  how  intimately 
associated  he  was  with  the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  churches  of  Merchard,  Col- 
uniha,  and  Curadan,  which  mav  have  been  founded 
bv  those  saints,  there  was  in  those  olden  times  a 
chapel  at  Lag  an  t-Seapail — the  Hollow  of  the 
ChajK*! — in  Bunloit,  where  traces  of  old  gi'jives  are 
still  visible ;  there  was  a  church  at  Ach  na  h-Aiu>id 
(Ac'liiiahannet)-  the  Field  of  the  Church — in  Lenv": 
a  cliai)el  at  Pitkerrald  which  was  dedicated  to  St 
Cvril,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  who  was  held  in  preat 
rt'pute  in  the  (-eltic  (/hnrch ;  a  chapel  at  St  Xiniaiis. 
dedicated  to  the  A])()stle  of  the  Southern  Picts,  and 
kll(>^^n  in  (iaelic  as  An    IWimjnin,  or  the  Temple:* 

'  Tlic  Hiicieiit  sail  I  Is  gave  their  iiaincrt  to  iiuiuen>Uri  hillii.     In  Uniulur*. 
we  li:iM>  Suulh  (jhuiriuoiii  (Oormuii'i}  Seat};  in  Glontuoriiitun,  Sui«lh  Mh'-r* 
rlioinl    (Mercliard'H     Seut^  ;     ami    near     Fi)rt-AugU8tU8,     Suulh     (.'Imiiui-io 
C'liuiiiH*'-*  Scat':.     The  oltl  name  of  Kort  Augustus  was  Kil-Chuimein. 

-  Anoitl  wart  the  word  a[)[)lieil  to  the  Hi-st  or  mother  church  of  a  tli-ilrii'U 
The  cfll  at  Leny  ^^JW  i)n»l>al»ly  the  tirsl  huilt  in  Glen-UniuharL 

^  Nuuierou.-^  cha]>e1rt  io  the  Highlandn  au<l  in  In'land  were  oiUchI  T'tut- 
J. II  Hi.  There  is  no  ground  for  the  Hurniiac  that  the  Temple  in  Up^uhtft 
l>elonged  to  the  Knighui  Tciuplars. 
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church  at  Kil  Michael,  dedicated  to  the  Archangel ; 
id  another  at  Kilmore,  which  became  in  time  the 
arish  Church.  With  the  exception  of  Kilmore — 
'  Chille  Mhor,  the  Great  Cell — and  perhaps  also 
tte  Temple,'  these  buildings  were  very  small. 

They  were  intended,  not  so  much  for  the  pui-poaes 
f  public  worship,  as  for  places  of  private  devotion, 
id  retreats  for  holy  hermits  who  watched  and 
•ayed  in  thera,  and  sought  to  keep  themselves 
ispotted  from  the  world,  and  to  teach  the  people 
I  live  blamelessly  and  do  well,  by  a  simple  telHng  of 
te  stoiy-  of  Christ,  and  a  faithful  following  after  His 
:Bmple.  Trained  for  the  most  part  at  lona,  these 
achers  were  not  only  men  of  education  and  expert 
ribes,  but  also  experienced  husbandmen,  who  culti- 
bed  the  crofts  which  were  attached  to  their  cells,  and 
ranaintained  themselves  and  showed  the  people  how 
w  make  the  earth  yield  its  substance.  Before  them 
fie  old  paganism,  which  had  flourished  in  the  land 
r  ^es,  gave  way  with  scarcely  a  struggle. 
^hat  the  exact  character  of  that  paganism  waa  it 

difficult  to  say.  But  it  is  known  that  its  votaiies 
iored  the  '"  men  of  sidhe "  —  spirits  of  the 
iWh  which  have  come  down  to  us  in  the  some- 
nat  degenerate  daoine-sidhe,  or  fairies.  Similar 
*ritB  ruled  the  elements,  and  the  greatest  name 

In  I  S.'-S  the  Pariah  Church  nnd  the  Temple  hail  HU'pended  bellK,  with 
^'''ipcs.  Al  tlial  time  the  prieet  &!«<>  served  in  the  Temple  and  "  the 
•plidnry  ^nd  aervioe  of  St  Ninioti,  Ht  l>™iUu,  ftn<i  8t  Adnraniui"  (Cliiefs  of 
*"!.  III.  124),  la  the  Temple  were  preserved  the  relica  of  St  Drostaii— ■ 
'"'fl* — which  oere  under  eharfte  of  a  ilfiir  or  keejier,  wh-i  had  i>  criifl  nt 
K?t  NiiiiBii— Croit  no  Deoir—irhtL-h  is  meubuiie.!  na  late  an  1649— (Renial  »t 
•*!•  Gnat). 
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that    a    Highlander    can    even    now    apply    to   tli- 
Almighty  is  Jiigli-mm-dutl — King  of"  the  elementt=? 
Mysterious  I>emg8   dwelt    in    the    fountains,    whotfc. 
worship  is  now  seen  in  the  adoration  of  holy  welW 
and  the  ancient  demons  ol'  the  monntaius  have  the*/' 
representatives  in  the  hflgs  and  goblins  which  ajie 
still  the  terror  of  certain  localities.     These  spirits 
had    maffi    or  druids  as    their  niiuisters  on    earth. 
Their  existence  and  power  were  not  denied  by  tJie 
Christian  missionaries,  who  were  content  to  say  that 
the  Almighty  was  more  powei-fiil  than   they ;  and 
lience  the  belief"  in  fairies  and  demons,  and  in  the  virtue 
of  pagan  sacrifices  and  oblations,  continued  to  exist 
side  liy  side  with  Christianity,  and  has  not  even  yet 
been  entirely  destroyed. 

From  the  time  of  Curadan  to  the  end  of  the 
eleventh  century,  we  have  not  a  ray  of  light  to 
guide  us  in  our  ecclesiastical  journey.  By  whom.  ^ 
and  under  what  conditions,  the  lamp  of  the  Gospel^~  i 
was  kept  burning  in  Urquhart  and  Glenmoristoi"^:^^^^ 
during  that  long  period  of  darkness,  we  cannot  tell^^  i 
When  the  day  dawn,s  we  find  the  Celtic  Church  ^~~~^m  j 
Cohnnba  struggling  against  the  encroachments  of  thr — n^^^g 

Church  of  Home,  which  had  become  all  powerful  und^ ^gj. 

the  patronage  of  Malcolm  Ceannmor  and  his  aL'^^^^^,„ 
queen,  and  their  children,     Roman  Catholics  claim 
lie  the  representatives  of  the  Celtic  institution,  and  j 

do  Scottish  Episcopalians,  and  Presbyterians.     T' f  jf 
succession  does  not  exclusively  belong  to  any  one    «3/ 
these  bodies,  but  is  to  some  extent  shareil  by  o/L/ 
On  certain   points,  again,  the  Celtic   Church  had  no 
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1.  The  abbot,  and  not  the  bishop,  ruk'd 
lUnity.  Bishops  there  were,  but  they  were 
'9S  numerous  as  priests  and  presbyters,  and  had 
aesan  jurisdiction.  The  Celtic  clergy  denied 
prenxacy  of  the  Pope,  and  differed  on  severid 
ITS  from  the  Pope's  followers.  On  the  utluM' 
^ey  agreed  witli  them  on  certain  doctrines 
|are  not  accepted  by  Presbyterians  and  Pro- 
B  Kpiscopahans. 

krinal    differences    with   Home    were     pai't  ly 

'"'  in  the  days  of  Adaranan  and  Curadan^ 

it  object  of  the  latter's  mission  having  been 

late  the  two  Churches ;  but  it  was  left  to 

(Margaret  and   her  sons  to  force  the  Popt^'a 

|ftcy    on    the    Celts.      Under    their    auspices 

BB  and  monasteries  were  founded  and   liber- 

jroported.     Alexander    the    Firet  and    David 

|Bt  created  territorial  bishoprics,  and  richly 

id  them  with   the  lands  which  had  belonged 

I    ohJ     Church,    and    with    more    extensive 

jf  their  own.     The  bishopric  of  Moray    wns 

about  the  year  1115,  and  Gregory  appointed 

bishop.     It  embraced,  roughly,  the  territory 

[ancient  Mormaors  of  Moray,   including  the 

of  tJrquhart  and  Glenmoriston. 

IS  been  found  convenient  to  apply  the  word 

)  tlirtt  district  before  the  periotl  at  wliich 

now  arrived,  but  as  a  matter  of  tact  there 

jarishes  in  Scotland  before  that  time.     The 

system  was  the  creation  of  the  li^jniish 

nd  the  territorial  miijj;nates  who  sujijiorted 


340 


URQUHART  AND  ULEXMOIilSTON. 


it,  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries.  Tj 
new  estabhshment,  as  we  have  seen,  obtaiDf 
the  pos&essionB  of  the  Celtic  clergy,  and  esten 
sive  grants  from  the  kings.  These  endowment; 
were  immensely  increased  by  the  great  landowners 
who  vied  with  each  other  in  pious  liberality.  T' 
some  churches  lands  were  granted  ;  others  wen 
made  the  principal  churches  of  certain  domains,  au' 
endowed  not  only  with  land,  but  also  with  a  tent' 
(tithe  or  teind)  of  the  annual  produce  of  the  district 
assigned  to  them.  The  district  so  assigned  hecara 
the  parish;'  the  favoured  church,  the  parish  church 
its  benefactor  and  his  successors,  the  patrons ;  an 
the  teinds,  its  legal  and  absolute  property.  Tl 
greater  or  parsonage  teinds,  which  consisted  of  evei 
tenth  sheaf  of  corn,  were  taken  oH"  the  field  hy  tl 
rector  or  parson  of  the  parish,  or  hy  the  tacksmt 
who  rented  them  from  him.  The  les:5er  or  vicara^ 
teinds  consisted  of  the  tenth  part  of  such  produci 
as  calves,  lambs,  hay,  and  cheese,  and  went  to  tb 
vicar  who  served  the  cure. 

The  Parish  of  Urqubart'  was  erected  probablj 
by^King  David — that  "  Sair  Sanct"  whose  liberaHt) 

'  Tbe  word  pari-ih  U  from  the  Idtin  parochia.  Origimilly,  in  Scullutl 
liie  diBlrift  atUohed  (o  a  church  w»  called  wAtr,  or  icir—lToio  whieli  «p 
came  tbe  modern  ikirr.    iSeir  ia  atUl  the  Gaelic  tor  paruh. 

'  "  Unjuhart"  waa  the  original  name  of  the  whole  Parish,  including  Olei 
Dioristou.  Tbe  name  "  United  Pariah  of  UrquharL  and  GleumoriBtaD,"  I 
which  it  i»  now  (.'oiumonly  known,  is,  hiatoriudly,  ioiMrrect.  There  never  » 
a  PiriaU  of  QleomoriBtuu,  and  never  a  "  uniou"  eitber  of  pariabei  or 
ehurchea  The  error  originated  after  the  Kcforoiation.  See  iie»t  clu^ 
aajto  Ihe  Rev.  Robert  Monro's  attempt  in  the  seventeenth  t 
iLake  Glenmoriston  independent  nf  L><|uharL 
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to  the  Church  impoverished  the  Crown — during  the 
\imoA  of  peace  that  followed  the  defeat  and 
daughter  of  the  Moraymen  in  1130  ;  or  by  Malcolm 
the  Second  after  the  Plantation  of  Moray  in  1160. 
It  embraced  the  vast  domain  which  was  attached 
to  the  Castle  of  Urquhart — the  Glens  of  Urquhart 
and  Glenmoriston,  with  the  exception  of  Buntait, 
which  was  the  property  of  the  chiefs  of  Lovat,  and 
was  consequently  included  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
tarlity.  The  church  of  Kilmore  was  made  the 
parish  church,  and  endowed  with  land  and  teinds. 
We  first  find  it  on  record  in  the  time  of  Bricius, 
who  was  bishop  of  Moray  from  1203  to  1222.  In 
that  prelate's  "  magna  carta,"  founding  a  chapter  of 
wght  canons,  and  giving  his  cathedral  a  constitution, 
the  church  is  described  as  the  churcli  of  Urquhart 
l^yond  Inverness — '^  ecclesia  cle  ITurchard  vltvi 
h}\emys"^  It  is  also  so  described  in  the  Pope's 
protection  of  1215.- 

Before  Bricius  time  the  Parish  had  its  resident 
^tor  or  parson,  who  drew  the  teinds,  and  personally 
attended  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  aci^t^frandise- 
'^leiit  of  the  Romish  Church  soon  called  for  other 
Arrangements.  By  Bricius*  great  charter  the  church 
^f  St  Peter  of  Strathavon,  on  Speyside,  with  its 
Aapels,  and  land,  and  other  pertinents,  and  the 
church  of  our  Parish,  with  all  its  just  pertinents, 
were  granted  to  the  chancellor  of  Moray  as  his 
prebend   or   benefice.^     Henceforth,   therefore,   and 

*  Regifltrum  Moraviense,  41. 
'  Ibid,  i».  43.     Sec  p.  14,  supra,  *  Ibid,  p.  41. 
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until  the  Reformation,  that  dignitary  drew 
greater  teiiids,  aod  the  produce  of  certain 
attached  to  the  cliurch  :  but  he  only  visited  1 
Pai'ish  for  a  short  period  each  year,  and  the  spiriti 
interests  of  the  people  were  virtually  left  to  the  cs 
of  a  vicar,  who  served  in  the  parish  chiirch,  at 
received  the  lesser  teinds  as  his  reward,  and  i 
humbler  priests  who  officiated  in  the  chapels.  Tt 
liomish  authorities,  more  liberal  than  the  Lore 
of  the  Con^egation,  who  served  their  own  world 
ends  by  destroying  the  old  Clmrch  at  the  Reforni 
tion,  and  giving  a  selfish  and  stinted  support  to  tl 
new,  were  not  content  to  leave  the  spiritual  requii 
ments  of  our  extensive  Parish  to  be  met  by  t! 
parish  church  and  its  single  clergyman.  The  o 
Celtic  cells,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  continued  t 
the  Reformation  to  be  used  as  chapels  for  prayer  ai 
devotion.  Church  and  chapels  were  well  endows 
Originally,  Kilmore  possessed  a  half  davach  of  lat 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  dispute  hetweeu  t 
chancellor  and  Sir  Alan  Durward,  in  1233;'  all 
that  year  its  possessions  were  a  quarter  of  a  dava< 
and  a  toft  and  croft  of  four  acres  neai'  tbe  chun 
The  revenues  of  the  estate  of  Achmonle,  which  w 
probably  originally  attached  to  Kilniichae],  wi 
latterly  enjoyed  by  the  bishops,  until  Bish 
Hepburn  sold  it  in  1557.^  Immediately  before  I 
Reformation  we  find  the  lands  of  Pitkerrald,  e 
the  crofts  of  St  Ninian,  St  Drostan,  and 
Adamnan,  attached  to  the  chapel  of  St  Nil 
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while  there  were  church  lands  in  Glenmoriston,'  ami 
probably  also  at  Corriraony  (near  which  is  Cumdan's 
rflMl)  and  La^  an  t-Seapail  and  Achnahannet. 
IrtlGBe  pious  gifts  of  old  were  at  the  Reformation 
lost  to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  hencefoi-th  the 
C'hm-ch  liad  to  content  itself  with  the  share  of  the 
teinds  allocated  to  it  from  time  to  time. 

There  is  not  much  to  tell  of  the  history  of  the 
Church  in  Ui-quliart  and  Glenmoriston  during  the 
Konian  Catholic  jieriod.     Of  the  priests  who  served 
"1  the  chapels,  we  only  know  the  names  of  two- 
Sir  John  Donaldson,  chaplain  of  Kil  St  Ninian  in  the 
HOie  of  Queen  Mary,  and  hia  immediate  predecessor, 
Sir  Duncan  Macolrig.*     Of  the  vicars  of  the  Parish, 
'^he  name  of  one  only  haa  come   down  to  us — Mr 
"^mes  Farquharson,  who  held  the  appointment  at 
'oe    Reformation,   and  became  an  exhorter  in  the 
Church  of  Knox."     The  causes  and  history  of  the 
■^I  of  the  old  Church  do  not  come  within  the  scope 
*'  this  work.     The  Laird  oi'  Grant  was  a  member  of 
"'^■t  Parliament  which  in  1560  abolished  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Pope  in  Scotland.     He  was  followed 
^to    Protestantism    by    Mr    Farquliarson    and    the 
P<*ople  of  Urquhait,  and  by  many  of  tlie  inhabitants 

'  See  foiitQoM,  p.  117,  lujini. 

*  See  DoiiBldBun'a  LetteiH  dE  Cull&tioii,  Ac.  App«udix  M. 
^  See  next  Chapter.  It  must  not  be  auppueeH,  m  ba*  nfteii  been  ilmie, 
"'•'•  the  clerg;  who  were  atyled  Sir  were  superior  to  thuse  who  were  atjled 
*■"  (Muter).  The  reverse  was  the  caee.  Sir  indicateJ  that  the  i>erson 
'*f'>r»  wbosa  name  it  ■ppeared  had  taken  the  degree  of  Maat«r  of  Arte— iSir, 
"**•  he  had  oiily  likeo  the  U'wer  Jegree  of  Bachelor  of  Aria.  In  the  Latin 
**"l«  of  the  lime  Sir  W»s  rendered  Ztotatnu*— whence  tlie  word  "  dominie," 
lUU  Tulgarl;  applied  to  »  sehoolmaater. 
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of  Glenmoriston.      It  was   a   case   of   Follow   th 
Laird  •/  conviction  of  the  errors  of  the  old  religio 
and  the  divine  origin  of  the  new,  there  probably  was^ 
none  ;   and   many   years   elapsed   ere   the  spiritu 
fervour  of  the  Southern  reformers  found  a  place  i 
the  breasts  of  the  Urquhart  opponents  of  the  Pope. 
For  a  time,  indeed,  their  last  state  was  worse  thai 
the   first.      The    Church   lands  and  revenues  were 
quietly  appropriated ;  the  chapels  in  which  genera- 
tions had  worshipped  were  closed,  and  allowed  tc 
fall  into  ruin  ;  the  parish  priest  was  degraded  int 
an  exhorter ;  and  after  his  death  the  Parish  itsel 
was  for  years  without  minister,  exhorter,  reader,  o 
other  spiritual  guide. 

^  In  Glen- Urquhart  the  proprietors  became  Prot66tant4,  and  the  tenaii^v 
and  cottars  followed  their  example  unanimously.    The  Chiahohn,  who  o^ 
the  adjoining  Strathglass,  adhered  to  the  old  Church,  and  so  did  erery 
on  his  property.     The  same  process  of  following  the  laird  can  be  tivoed 
oyer  the  Highlands. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


Church  of  the  Reformatiou. — John  Knox's  SuperintendentH . 

E|)i8cci|)ftcy.  — Presbytery  EstJiblished. — Scarcity  of  Preachers, 
— Eihortera  and  Reaflcra.^Mr  James  Fanjuharson  Exhorter 
in  Urquhart. — The  Parish  under  the  Charge  of  Andrew 
McPhatl.— John  McAlkn,  first  Protestant  Minister.— The 
Bev.  Alexander  Grant. — New  Chnrches.  —  nraut'a  Troubles 
with  the  Church  Courts. — He  Resists  the  Covenant,  but  is 
Torced  to  Subscribe. — Tlie  Rev.  Duncan  Macculloch. — His, 
Want  of  Maintenance,  and  Troublous  Career. — Hia  Deposi- 
^on. — A  Six  Years'  Vacancy. — Restoration  of  Episcopacy. — 
Macculloch  Reinstated. — A  Presbyterial  Vifiitatiou. — Lamen- 
table State  of  the  Parish.— Miicc  nil  etch's  Resignatiou. — How 
he  Slew  a  (ileumoristou  Man. — Loose  and  Unruly  Walking 
in  the  Parish. — Searching  for  a  Minister. — The  Rev.  James 
Grant. — His  Presbyterial  Trials. — Induction  Ceremonies. — 
Perseeution  of  Koman  Oatholica. — Papal  Statistics  of  the 
Parish. ^The  Rev.  Robert  Monro  Appointed  Preacher  in 
Abertarfl'  and  Olenraoriston.  —  His  Difficulties,  Privations, 
tod  Irregularities.  —  Lord  Lovat's  Midnight  Marriage. — 
Prasbyterial  Visitation  of  Urquhart.— Peace  and  Prosperity. — 
The  Elders.— The  Rev.  Robert  Cumraing.— Monro's  Protest. 
—Prelacy  in  the  Pnrisl i.— Troubles  in  the  Church.— The 
Revolution. — PreshyteryRe-Eatablished. 

t-THouGH  the  Parliament  of  15G0  prohibited  the 
-lebration  of  the  mass,  and  destroyed  the  sujiremacy 
'  the  Pope,  it  did  not  directly  abolish  the  Episcopal 
^tm  of  church  government,  and  establish  Presby- 
^rianism  as  it  now  exists.     Thirty  years  or  more 


S46 


URCJUHABT  AND  GLENMOBISTON. 


liLid  yet  to  pass  to  bring  about  that  result 
Kdox's  scheme,  it  is  time,  the  word  bis/top  dot 
appear — but  we  finti  in  it  the  word  sujHrt-inM 
which  has  the  same  meaning,  and  which  tin 
land  Protestant  clergy  of  the  time  reiideitj 
Gaelic  by  the  word  easpuig,  a  bishop/  '^^^ 
iiitendents  had  not.  indeed,  the  position  i 
power  of  the  Romish  prelates,  but  they  rese 
the  old  dignitaries  in  this,  that  they  had  the  ( 
of  churches  and  churchmen  within  certain  c 
districts  which  were  called  by  the  old  episcc 
n:ime  of  dioci'^c.  They  were  not  a  success,  i 
1572  the  name  of  bishop  was  restored,  and  a 
tied  Episcopacy  was  sanctioned  which  continu 
1592,  when  Presbyteriamsm,  as  we  know  it,  e 
said  to  have  been  firet  established.  For  th 
twenty  years  after  the  Reformation  there  wi 
presbyteries.  The  first  was  that  of  £din 
erected  in  1581.  Others  followed,  and  all 
ratified  by  Parliament  in  1592.  In  that  yt 
iind  our  Parish  within  the  Presbytery  of  Invi 
in  which  it  remained  till  1724,  when  it  becan: 
of  the  newly  erected  Presbytery  of  Abertiu-ff 
also  newly  created  Synod  of  Glenelg.  In  1 
was  restored  to  Inverness  and  the  Synod  of  ] 
As  little  did  the  Parliament  of  15G0  suec 
immediately  destroying  Popery  in  Scotland 
years  the  old  iaith  refused,  in  many  qu 
to  give  place  to  the  new.  In  the  Pi 
Roman    C 


Moray 


Bishop 


'  GnraweU,  whom  Knos  »ppi.inwU  Suparintendont  of  the  L 
hiuuelf  in  his  Gaelic  Liturgy  by  tbe  word  eatbtig  (euiiuig). 
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mained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  his  see  till  his 
death  in  1573 — enjoving  the  Church  lands  as  fully, 
a.iid  alienating  them  as  freely,  as  if  Knox  had  not 
been  bom.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  Episcopacy 
estsLbhshed  in  1572  prevailed,  and  the  Protestant 
Bifsliop  Doufflas  was  appointed  his  successor. 

-John  Knox's  scheme  provided  that  there  should 

^:*e  a  minister  in  each  parish  vrho  should  preach  and 

"t^ach  ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the  Romish  clergy 

"^'ho   followed    him    into    Protestantism    had    never 

fc*een  trained    to    preach,    and  so    had    to    content 

taemselves  under  the  new  system  with  the  office  of 

^xhorter,  or  of  reader.     The  reader  read  the  Scrip- 

tures  and  the    new    Protestant    service  book,    but 

^'a«    not    allowed    to    baptise,    marry,    preach,    or 

Expound,     The    exhorter   did    not   preach,    but   he 

I       ^-Sjaounded  Holy  Writ,  and  married,  and  baptised. 

^fc'a-rnes    Farquhai-son,    the    old    vicar   of    Urquhart, 

^BF^s  a  Master  of  Arts,  and  a  fair  writer  of  Latin, 

^■ftUt  to  preach  was  no  part  of  his  duty  as  Catholic 

^'^^st,  and  when  he  became  a  Protestant  he  was  too 

"^^i^    to    learn.'     He    was  accordingly  continued    as 

*^^l"iorter,  at  a  stipend  of  £40 — probably  the  same  as 

^^    had  previously  enjoyed.     He  seems  to  have  died 

^^^ore    1574;  for  in    that    year   there  was  neither 

"^V^nister,  exhorter,  nor  reader  in  the  Pai-ish,*  which, 

'  Pirquhftrson,  who,  aa  wm  the  custom  <it  the  ItoiuHh  tlerjrji  bxt  qunli- 
"**%  u  a  urjtaiy  |iub1ic,  apjieiira  to  hare  hwl  ui  oileiiHivc  iiracUue.  Seveml 
''**■».  in  cteedB  writt«m  by  Mm  are  eitooL 

'  FkrquLivBoii  was  Exhorter  of   Uri^uhoi-t  atul   GlBUUKiristuii   in   1572 

***^gUler   of   Miniater*  uid    thoir    SUpemiB,   in    Advocitea'    Library).     Tlia 

^*^l«r  of  Aaaignatioiu  for  the  Ministers'  Stipends  tor  the  year  1674 — aUo  in 

*^<:  Advwaitea'    Library— con t&iDs    cerlaiD    GntriM    regarding    the    offices  uf 

<^era  in  Urquhvl  and  Uleumoriatun,  Cur  which  «ee  Appendix  N. 
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with  Bona,  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  Andrew! 
McPhail,  minister  of  Farnua  in  the  Aird.'  In  158&'| 
it  received  for  the  first  time  a  Protestant  minister  1 
of  its  own  in  the  person  of  John  McAlIan."  Mr  ' 
McAlIan  is  mentioned  in  1591,  and  probably  held 
the  living  till  about  the  year  1(120.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Grant,"  who  was 
elected  during  the  existence  of  that  hybrid  Epis- 
copacy    which    was     established     by    James     the     .^= 

Sixth    in    the    year    1612.     Finding  the    old    pre-  

Reformation  chui"ches  in  ruins,  and  the  people  with 

out  places  of  worship,  he  at  once  took  steps  to  ^'"-" — -m  > 
a  church  erected  at  Kilmore,  and  another  in  Glen-     _« 
moriston.     At  a   meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Mora;^ 
held  in  April,   1624,   he  was  "  oi-dained  to  procei^^-^ 
in  building  of  liis    Kirks    off  Urquhart  and  Gler^ — : 
moristoun,     seeing     he     lies     alreddie     stentit    h*—  _s 
parochin  ;  and  for  ye  bettir  effectuating  of  ye  sa^^^n 
work  my  Lord  Bishop  hes  promised  to  joyne  W. 
request  to  the  Laird  of  Grant  for  bis  concurran  ^i____ 
unto  the  said  work;"*  but  he  found  it  difficult    ^^fcn 
carry  this  instruction   into  eftect,  and  three  yee*,    -is 
later    the    same    court    ortlered     him    "  to     forcl^^r 
[further]  the  building  of  ye  old   foundations  of   ^^e 
Kirks    of    Urquhart    and    Glenmoristoun,    and     ft^r 
fartherance  heirof  the  Moderator  of  Inverness    v^^ 
ye  bretheren  of  that  presbyterie  ar  ordained  to  vi»Mt 
ye  bounds  and  see  quhat  is  expedient,  and  to  repo«  "t 
their  diligence  to  ye  nixt  Synod."*     The  erection  c:»f 

'  Seotfs  Paiti  McdeiliP  SraliMna,  Vol.  III.,  Part  I.,  ]>.  267. 
'  IbH,  p.  IIB.        '  niid.        *  Records  of  Synod  of  Monij'.        '  Ibii 
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t\iese  churches  followed  the  Presbytery's  visit.  The 
Glenmoriston  fabric,  however,  fell  into  utter  ruin 
Wfore  the  end  of  the  century.  The  Kilmore  church, 
filtered  and  repaired  fi-om  time  to  time,  continued 
to  be  the  church  of  the  Parish  till  the  present 
church  was  built  in  1838.^ 

Mr  Grant  was  not  a  model  member  of  the  church 

courts.    In  1625  he  was  summoned  before  the  Bishop 

on  account  of  his  frequent  absence  from  the  meetings 

ot"    his  Presbytery,  and  was  called  upon  in  October, 

1  6i>6,  to  explain  why  he  had  not  attended  the  last 

t%^^o  meetings  of  the  Synod.     The  explanation  he 

S'^'ve  was  that  he  lived  "  in  the  farrest  part  of  ye 

^icKjie,"  and  "culd  hear  no  certantie"  of  the  date  of 

*t^e  first  meeting  ;  and,  as  for  the  second,  *'  he  culd 

^oth  keip  it  in  respect  it  was  the  appointed  day  of 

•mismanage."*     As  the  meetings  were  held  at  Elgin 

^»>^8e  reasons  appear  valid  enough  ;  but  the  brethren 

^'^re    of    a    ditterent   o})inion,    and    *'tlioclit   guid 

*^^=5'«ivilie  to  rebuik  him,  and  exhorted  him  to  tak  his 

llingmoir  cairfullie  to  heart  in  all  tyme  cununing."^ 

But  a  gi'eater  penalty    than  rebuke  and  exhor- 

ion    awaited    him.       Some    time    previously,    a 

in  Finlay  Grant,  residing  in  Glenmoriston,  wiis 

^^ntracted"  for  the  purpose  of  marriage  with  one 

^therine    Grant,  who    resided    in    Cromdale.     Mr 

*  Id  the  portion  of  the  old  walls  still  standing  there  ia  built-in  a  tttone  on 

***«hare  ioscribed  the  wortls  Domus  Dei  (House  of  God),  Mr  (irant'd  initi'd^, 

***^  the  date  1630.     Its  original  place  was  above  one  of  the  diKirs  of  I  lie 

'  Moray  Syno<l  Records.     His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Mr  John  Macken/i.^ 
^inUter  of  Dingwall-Y/'a»^'V. 
MWd. 
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Dick,  minister  of  Cromdale,  wrote  to  Mr  Grant  certi- 
fying the  contract,  and  requesting  that  the  latter 
should  publish  the  banns  in  his  church.     By  this 
time,  however,  Finlay  had  deserted  Catherine,  and 
become  engaged  to  a  sister  of  the  Laird  of  Glen- 
moriston.     Mr   Grant   favoured  the  latter  project, 
and    ignored   Mr    Dick's   request.     Complaint   w*is 
made  to  the  Presbytery,  who  "  inhibited"  him  from 
solemnising  Finlay's  marriage  with  the  Laird's  sister ; 
but  the  inhibition  was  also  ignored,  and  he  married 
the  couple.     These  facts  were  reported  to  the  Synod 
in  October,  1626,  and  he  was  rebuked  and  censured, 
"and  ordained  to  mak  his  publict  repentance  in  ysf 
kirk  of  Glenmoristoun,  and  to   pay  the  soume  o 
fowrtie  libs   [pounds]  money  ad  pios   usus.''     Tht 
public  repentance  was  humiliating,  but  it  had  to 
made — a  brother  of  the  Presbytery  occupying  th 
pulpit  on  the  occasion.^ 

Mr  Grant  was  attached  to  the  Episcopalian  for 
of  church  government,  and,  in  the  struggle  whic^li 
began  with  the  flinging  of  Jenny  Geddes'  stool,  i  ii 
July,  1637,  he  took  the  side  of  the  bishops,  and  htxd 
the    hearty   sympatliy  of  Lady   Mary    Ogilvy,  the 
liferentrix  of  Urquhart.^      For  a  time  he  declined 
to     subscribe     the     Covenant,     but    in     the    end 
he     was     forced     to     yield.        At    a    meeting   of 
the   Synod   held   at    Forres   on    14th    May,    1639. 
''  Andrew  Dow  fraser  [Minister  of  Boleskine]  sul)- 
scryve  and  sware  to  ye  Covenant,  and  so  did  Mr 
Alexr.  Grant,  Minister  at  Vrquhart,  and  so  did  Mr 

*  Moray  Synod  Records.  -  See  pp.  146,  147,  «vpm. 
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WilHame  Watsoiie,  Minister  at  Dutthell/'^     Not- 
withstanding this  formal  adhesion,  the  Covenant  did 
iiot  prosper  in  the   Parish.     The  minister  did  not 
^ike  it,  and  Lady  Mar}'^  continued  in  open  enmity  to 
't    The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  of  1643  was 
even  more   obnoxious   to  himself  and   his   peoj)!e, 
niany  of  whom  joined  Montrose  in  the  war  to  which 
tliat  bond  gave  rise,  and  in  course  of  which  Urquhart 
^'as  invaded  by  the  Covenanting  forces,  and  made 
t'le  camping  ground  of  the  Western  loyalists.     In 
the   midst  of  these  troubles — in   1645 — Mr  Grant 
died — spu'ed  the  pain  of  w^itnessing  the  expatriation 
^t*  Montrose,  the  execution  of  the  King,  the  rule  of 
the  Enirlisli  sectaries,  and  the  extinction  for  a  time 
*>f  the  hopes  of  the  Episcopalians.    He  wjxs  succeeded 

« 

*»*      1G47    by   the    Reverend    Duncan    Macculloch, 
"nnister  of  the  Second  Charge  of  Inverness. 

For  Mr  MficcuUoch's  unju-ofitable  career  in  tlie 

*  «^rish  he  wns  himself  to  some  extent  to  blame ;  but 

"^  a.  larger  measure  the  responsibility  for  his  failure 

lay  with  the  heritors  and  parishioners.     The  people 

^*t  Urquhart  adhered  to  the  party  which  their  late 

^^inister  liad  favoured,  and  they  had  little  sympathy 

^^"ith  the  man   who  now  came  amon<if  them  as  an 

*^voNved Presbyterian  and  CJovenanter.   Notwithstand- 

*^*{r  dLscouragements,  he  began  well.     He  strove  to 

^^Miove  certain  irreijfularities  which  existed  in  con- 

^i*?ction   witli    marriages    between    his    parishioncis 

Juid  natives   of  Glenofarrv  and    Lochaber,   "  whiMe 

tliere  is  no  minister,  neither  hath  been  since  the 
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Reformation,"'  and  where  consequently  banns  could 
not  be  proclaimed.^     He  found  that  the  lands  whicii 
belonged  to  the  Church  at  the  time  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  which  are  referred  to  as  church  property 
BS  late  as  1574,  had  passed  into  the  poesessioD  of 
the  Lairds,  and  that  the  Pariah  was  without  manse. 
or  glebe,  or   suitable  provision    for    the    minister's 
maintenance  ;  and  he  applied  fur  a  manse  and  glebe 
and  augmentation  of  stipend.     The  manse  and  glebe 
were  "  designated"  early  in  1650,  hut  there  was  some 
irregularity  in  the  procedure  ;  and  so  no  manse  was 
erected,  while  the  minister  was  evicted  fi'oni  the  glebe 
in  less  than  a  year.     Worse  still,  his  stipend,  whicli 
was  payable  partly  by  the  proprietoi's  and  partly  by 
the  tenants,  was  entirely  withheld.     In  April,  1651, 
the  attention  of  the  Synod  was  called  to  his  griev- 
ances by  Ml'  James  Vass,  Minister  of  Croy,  and  it 
was  ordained  "  that  quhen  the  Laird  of  Grant  shall 
come  to   Fon-es,  Elgin,  or  Keith,  the  ministers  at 
the    respective    places  shall    rt-present    to    him  Mr 
Duncan  McKullo  his  hard  conditione,   and   desire 
redresse  thereof  in    the    matter    of   his  glebe  and 
provisione,    and    presse    the    same   seriouslie    upon 
him."*     Macculloch  and  certain  of  his  brethren  had 
an  interview  with  the  Laird  on  5th  November,  and 


rcfenrd  tht 


'  Moray  Synod  Heoorcli. 

'  At  B  meeting  helil  at  Elgin  in  April,  1S4B,  the  Synod  i 
iilMr  of  iha  non-procUmittioD  r)f  banoH  to  the  General  Aasemblr,  "^and  in 
ic  meaulitne  ordained  the  raid  Mr  DuncAue  [UuvuUooh]  for  Ibe  preaent  tn 
MK  procUuie  Bucb  personH  in  the  Kirka  of  Urquhart  and  ALerUrlT,  quhilk 
■e  the  Kirks  noireat  adjicent  to  tlieie  unpkiited  boundea"  [of  Qlenganj  aod 


.-liaber]. 

'  M.T 


■  Synod  Reconls. 
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his  glebe  was  probably  restored— but  by  this  time 
he  had  become  discontented,  and  soured,  and 
irregular  in  his  ministerial  carriage.  He  ceased  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Church  courts,  became 
"  verie  negligent  in  his  chairge,"  and  was  accused 
of  "  scandalous  conversation."  At  meeting  after 
meeting  the  charges  against  him  were  considered 
and  discussed,  until,  in  1658,  the  Presbytery  visited 
Urquhart.  and,  finding  him  "  worthie  of  depositionc," 
deposed  him  accordingly. 

For  the  next  six  years  the  Parish  was  without  a 
minister.  During  the  vacancy  —  in  1 6fi2  —  that 
taixed  form  of  Episcopacy  peculiar  to  Protestant 
Scotland  was  again  established  as  one  of  the 
results  of  the  Restoration  of  the  Stewarts  ;  and, 
two  years  later,  Mr  Macculloch  was  restored  to  his 
living.  His  temporary  seclusion,  and  bis  conformity 
to  Prelacy,  brought  no  Improvement  in  bia  conduct. 
He  uever  attended  Synod  or  Pi-esbytery  ;  his  neglect 
of  his  pastoral  duties  was  even  greater  than  before 
his  deposition  ;  and  the  state  of  his  flock  became  a 
scandal  to  the  Church.  A  dark  picture  Is  drawn 
by  Mr  Thomas  Houston,  minister  of  Boleskine,  who, 
in  August,  1671,  reported  to  the  Presbytery  "ye 
sad  and  lamentable  stat  of  ye  Parish  off  Vi-quhart 
in  regaid  of  Mr  Duncan  McCulloch,  Minister  there, 
his  slackness  in  discipline,  and  neglect  of  dutie  in 
many  things,  and  absence  from  his  church,  qubereby 
sin  and  iniquitle  is  abounding  and  Increasing  in  ye 
said  Parish."'     A  visitation  was  appointed,  and  on 

'  Inveruitaa  Prenbylcry  Recorda. 
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5th  September  the  brethren  met  within  the  church 
at  Kilmore. 

Mr  Macculloch  opened  the  proceedings  with  a 
sermon  on  the  text  '*  Pray  without  ceasing."     There 
was  much  need  for  prayer.    Everywhere  irregularity 
and   confusion   and    spiritual   destitution   met  tht* 
Presbytery.      The    session-book   was    found   to  bt* 
**  not  a  register  but  a  minut  rather,  and  that  it  was 
deficient,    wanting   three   yeirs   unfilled    up."    For 
**  this  great  oversight"  Mr  Duncan  was  "  i-ebooked," 
and    "  ordeaned    by   ye   Moderator    to    exhibit   a 
register,  and  to  see  quhat  was  wanting  therein,  and 
that  against  ye  nixt   presbyteriall  meeting."    The 
lieritors     and     elders     being     "  asked     anent    the 
minister's  doctrine,  life,  and  conversation,"  i-eplied 
that  they  "  were  all  weill  satisfied  with  him  as  to 
these,   but  withall  they  regrated  that  he  used  no 
family  visitation,  nor  prayed  in  their  families  when 
he  lodged  in  any  of  his  parishioners'  houses:  aii<l 
that  he  did  not  catechise,  nor  administer  ve  sjicn.^- 
nient  ever  since  his  entrie  to   ye  ministrie  tliertr  : 
and  that  he  is  a  reproach  to  ye  ministrie  and  ye 
Parish    in   going   with    so    beggerly   a    habit  :  aii^I 
though    much    of    his   stipend    be    areasted    in  ye 
parishioners'   hands,   that  yet  he   hath   no   cair  to 
pay  liis  debt  or  reliev  ye  gentlemen  from  hazard  at 
legal  executions  in  their  contrar  [against  them]." 
Mr  Macculloch  having  been  "  sharply  rebooked  for 
all  these  omissiones,  and  injojned  to  mende  these 
things   in    tymes   coming,   and    that   suh    pericvlo 
r/ravioris  ccjisrirrj\''  was  invited  to  state  his  griev- 
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ances.  "  Being  asked  anent  his  elders  and  gentlemen, 
what  satisfaction  he  had  off  them,  lie  regrated  that  he 
had  neither  countenance  nor  maintenance  among 
them,  and  that  quhen  he  is  wrongd  or  injured  in  his 
person  or  meanes  they  have  not  that  due  regard  to 
him  as  to  resent  these  wronges  and  uijuries  done  to 
him — quherfor  he  would  demitt" — that  is,  resign. 
The  church  officer  was  so  "  slack"  that  he  was 
thieatened  with  dismissal,  and  the  windows  of  the 
church  were  so  defective  that  the  session  was 
ordered  to  apply  the  fines  paid  hy  breakers  of  the 
Seventh  Commandment  in  repairing  them.' 

The  Synod,  "ii  receiving  the  Presbytery's  report, 
recommended  the  acceptance  of  Mr  MaccuUoch's 
resignation.  On  1st  December  he  was  met  at 
Doch-na-Craig  (Lochend)  by  four  members  of  the 
Presbytery,  and  when  the  meeting  was  over  he  was 
lo  longer  minister  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston.^ 

'  IcvemeM  Preabytery  Retords. 

-Moray  Synoii  Records.  MukuIIucIi'b lioiuiBsiuri  ibid  the  following  teTiaa  : 
— "  I,  Mr  Duncan  Maocullocli,  Minister  of  the  United  Clmrtlies  .if  Uniuhart 
*"■!  OleDiDoreitouiie,  for  onerDun  reasonn  and  caunea  kmiwen  t<>  my  aelfe  and 
***  nij  reverend  Brethren  of  the  Preabjlrii;  of  lovameB,  due  deiuitt,  lonuniM, 
**"'  rwigOB  uiy  cure  luid  minintrie  at  tlie  foraaid  Kirkas  into  the  hands  of  the 
"^Rht  rerereDd  father  in  God,  Murdn,  Lord  Bisliop  of  Murray,  and  give  hereby 
"*'l  *ay  and  lieu'tie  cuneent  that  henccfarth  my  cure  may  be  declared  vauand, 
*S  and  quhill  it  pleoK  Qod  Ut  proviil  that  people  with  a  luitn  ihat  may  have 
f""!!  iuwiuraginent  to  sErva  among  them  th>n  I  have  hsd  dureing  my  servitM 
*"  that  place  :  In  Cousideratioae  quheroff  I  ever  from  ttie  dait  horeulf  renunce, 
•tiscburge,  and  r««ene  my  cure,  stipend,  manses,  and  gleibea  thereoff  in  all 
tym  coming  :  In  full  teatimonie  quheroff  I  have  Iwth  written  and  Bubdcrived 
^'f  pnsenta  Willi  my  hand  at  Darach-in-Craig,  the  Brst  of  December  1371 
^"jrj,  befor  Mr  Aleir.  Carke,  minister  at  lovemes,  and  Mr  Hew  Fraaer, 
t  Kiltarlitie.  Mft  D.  MArcuiiocH.'' 

"Mr  A.  Clark,  Witnea. 

"Hugh  fiaaer.  Witnesw," 
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The  Presbytery  placed  it  on  n 
"omissions"  of  which  Mr  Maccull< 
were  the  consequence  of  "  his  manil 
discoiuragements  in  his  Parochin  th 
maintenance  and  countenance,  and  \ 
robbing  of  the  little  he  hath  ;"  and 
without  good  grounds  for  their  co 
poor  minister  had  been  robbed  and  d 
by  both  heritors  and  people.  If  th 
stipend,  and  treated  him  with  justi' 
the  probability  is  that  he  would  1 
ministered  to  them,  and  paid  his  d 
about  in  decent  attire.  He  is  rem« 
traditions  of  the  Parish,  not  for  his  f 
piety,  but  for  his  prowess  in  avengi 
outrage  on  two  Urquhart  young  ^ 
the  girls  were  tending  cattle  in  tl 
Corri-Dho,  to  which  the  tenants  of 
then  a  right,  certain  Glenmoriston  n 
and  cut  off  their  breasts.  The  minii 
wards  met  one  of  the  dastai-ds,  and  s 
spot. 

At  a  meeting  of  Synod  held  at 
April,  1672,  Mr  MaccuUoch's  deed  of 
presented  to  the  Bishop,  who  ther 
the  Reverend  James  Stewart,  Chanc 
and  in  that  capacity  patron  of  the  li 
vacancy  "with  all  conveniency."  1 
also  exhorted  the  gentlemen  and 
Parish  to  co-operate  with  the  Chan 
"  all    possible   diligence  to    furnish 
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tliemseKea."     The  gentlemen  and  elders  were,  how- 
ever, In  no  hurry,  and  the  state  of  the  Parish  was 
the  subject  of  the  Presbytery's  anxious  deliberations 
oil  Uth    AuoTJst.     "The    Presbytene,    considering 
the  sad  conditione  of  the  Parish  off  Urquhart,  and 
the  manifold    abuses    committed    there,    and    their 
Ujse  and    unrulHe  walking   thi'ough    the   want   of 
Kospell  ordinances  amongst  them,  as  also  the  little 
care  they  have  for  providing  a  minister  for  them- 
selves, have  appoynted  Mr  James  Smith,  Minister 
at  Dorres,  to  goe  to  Vrquhart  and  preach   to  the 
pwpie  the  last  Lord's  day  of  August  instant,  and 
Keep  session  there,  and  exhort  the  people  to  use  all 
possible  (Ulligence    for    searching   out  for  ane  able 
^'"Uified  minister  settled  for  that  place,  and  to  that 
effect  that  they  would  send  some  of  their  number 
^d  meet  with  the  Laird  of  Grant,  the  most  cou- 
*"ierable    heritor   of    the    Parish,    and    Mr   James 
ituart.  Minister  at  Invei'aine  [Inveravon],  Patrone 
"'^    the    Parishe    of  Urquhart,    for    their   help   and 
^SBiHtaDcy  in  the  work  ;  and  till  tliey  be  provided 
tiio  gentlemen  to  keep  their  people  under  them  in 
Rinnl  order."      These  directions  were  duly  obeyed, 
*i«i  on  '27t\i  November  Mr  James  Gi-aut,  a  young 
Tfiordained  "  expectant,"  appeared  before  the  Prea- 
•^■fcerv  and  produced  a  presentation  from  the  patron, 
*'*;<ether  witli  a  letter  from  the  BLshop  desiring  the 
"•^eebytery  to  put  him  "  to  his  trvells  cunt,  uituitii 
"'f   locitm  to  the  Church  of  TJrquhart."     It  may  be 
"^teresting  to  note   what   those  "trials"  were.      Mr 
^^  i^aut  read  a  "homilie"  before  the  Presbytery  on 
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8th  January,  1673,  on  the  text  "For  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave   His  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish, 
but   have    everlasting    life ;"  and    the    same    wjis 
*'approven."     On  26th  February  he   satisfactorily 
"hade  his  exercise  and  additione,"  on  Col.  ii.   14 — 
"  Blotting  out  the  handwriting  of  ordinances  that 
was  against  us,  which  was  contrary  to  us.  and  took 
it   out  of  the  wa]',  nailing  it  to  His  cross."     He 
"hade   his    common    head"    on     12th    March,    his 
subject    being    the    Infallibility   of  tlie    Church  - 
'' de    Infallihilitate     EcclesicB  ;"    after     which    1  it- 
delivered    a    thesis    and    '*  disputed"    it   with   tlie^ 
members   of  the  Presbytery.     At  a   meeting  hel<L 
on  the  26th  he  preached  a  "  populare  sermon,"  wan^ 
examined  in  **  the  languages,"  and  underwent  hij^H= 
''  questionarie  tryells."     Having  successfully  pass* 
through    all   these   trials,    he   was    (on   the    26th 
''remitted  to  the  Bishope  to  receave  ordinatione? 
coUatione,  and  institutione ;"  and  Mr  Hugh  Fraser 
minister  of  Kiltarlity,  reported  that  he  had  preach 
at  Urquhart  the  last  Lord's  day,  and   served  hi — 
edict ;  and  that  John  Grant  of  Commony  appeare-^ 
for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  parishioners,  "  supp 
eating  the  Presbyterie  that  they  would  send  the; 
Mr  James  Grant,  whom  they  are  most  willing 
receave  as  their  minister,  promiseing  to  him  dut 
according  to  their  power,  and  that  in  giveing  him 
countenance  and  maintenance,  as  also  that  they  wi// 
concur  with  him  in  discipline  and  what  else  may 
contribute   for  helping  on   God's   service  to  God's 
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glorie,  and  to  his  encouragement."     On  the  9th  of 

April  Mr  Grant  attended  on  the  Bishop  and  Synod 

at  Elgin  and  "  receaved  coUatione,  institutione,  and 

impositione  of  hands,  and  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 

fihipe,  with  everything  usuall  in  the  like  case  ;"  and 

o]i    7th    May    the    Presbytery   recorded   that    ''  be 

vertue  of  ane  order  from  the  Bishope  of  Murray,  Mr 

Hugh  Fraser,  minister  of  Kiltarlitie,  went  the  last 

Lord's  day  to  Urquhart,  and  preached  to  the  })eople, 

and  admitted  Mr  James  Grant  to  be  future  minister 

there,  haveing  used  all  the  ceremony es  usuall  in  the 

like  caae."^     The  parishioners  accepted  him  on  the 

'  What  the  usual  cei'emonif»  were  may  be  gathered  fruni  the  followiag 
I'renbytery  miuute  describing  the  admi.s.-fion  of  Mr  Gilbert  Manliall  to  be  one 
'*f  the  milliliters  of  Iiivcniei*tt  iu  1674  :— "The  exorcise  prescribed  tlic  former 
'*'■«« hy trie  day  wa*  delaywl  till  the  next  Pienbytrie  day,  because  that  by  the 
"■•hopca  appoyiitmcnt  Mr  Oillxjrt  Marsliall,  who  is  i)reHeiite<l  by  the  l^ml 
•vJntailp  to  the  vacan*^  charge  of  Tnvonios,  harl  his  cditt  Hcrvc<l  io  this  day  : 
^'■ierupun  Mr  Alexr.  [  ],  Mo<lr..  preached  conforrne  to  the  ordinauco, 

^•^^'t  w\ct**  20,  28  ;  the  Hcrmon  Ixung  closed,  the  e<lict  being  the  second  tyme 
'''^^•l,  and  tieing  af*kir<l  if  their  wore  any  person  or  persons  their  present  that 
^*'t  %ught  t4)  object  against  the  admissione  of  the  said  Mr  ( filbert  Marshall, 
*^   tK«iQ(n)t  jHitent  Kirk  door,  an<l  thereafter  at  the  scvcrall  hent^)rs,  niaj^- 
«»*i\t<-jH,  and  others  then  present,  all  of  them  answered  nogativelie,  and  oarnostlie 
I''"'^****^!  hi«i  adminHionc  ;  whcrouiMm  the  Modr.  pn>ceode<l  to  the  atlmissione  by 
*  J***  Vcring  to  him  the  Sacre<l  Bible,  the  book  of  (liscipline,  and  the  key  of  the 
^*''t    dci*>r,  a6   is   usu.dl    in   such   Ciu*e8,  serii^usly  cxhortiug  him  to  pietie, 
'**^">Uitie,  fidrllitie.  and  se<lulitie  in  his  calling,  who,  with  his  wholl  remanent 
"^^tieren,  g^ve  him  the  right  hand  of  fellowsliipo  :  and  immediatlie  theraft«r 
^^  Vieritours,  magi^trate«,  and  others  present  did  unanimouslie  embnure  him  by 
^^^<^Hing  forth  their  hands  to  him,  declareing  their  ac^'eptance  of  the  said  Mr 
*UVk^t  for  their  minister,  promiseing  obedience,  faithfullnes.  and  assistance 
'"  l^im  ainM)rding  to  their  severall  statiimes.     Thereafter  the  said  Mo<lr.  and 
^**iHnent  brethren  pa8«»c<l  to  the  Maus<*  and  Uleibe  somtymc  beli»iigiiig  to  the 
*^  Mr  James  Sutherland,  and  gave  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  reall  poH«esHione  in 
^h«  same  and  ktcall  sti{>eud  l)elongiDg  thereto,  dureing  his  ministrie  and  service 
*^  the  aaid  Kirk  of  Inv'nes,  which  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  accepted,  and  tooke 
^Qttrument,  ane  or  moe  in  Andrew  McPhersone,  Nottare  Publick,  his  hand,  aa 
the  nine  at  more  length  in  itself  doth  proport." 
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tei'ius  proposed  by  Commony,  and    £o  he  becam    -< 
tlicir  minister. 

In   his  time  the  Bishop   and  Church   courts  czaj 
Moray  made  some  effort  to  extirpate  Poperj-  in  th^e 
provi  iice^but  the  more  they  persecuted,  the  mo^r-e 
numerous  did  the  persecuted  become.     Many  Pro- 
teatanta  joined  the  ancient  Church,  and   had  th^ir 
children    baptised    by    the    "  seminary    tra£Bcking- 
priests "  fiom  Iieland  and  the  shires  of  Banff  axid 
Aberdeen,  who  "  went  up  and  down  through  tlic 
parishes   avowedly,    confidently,    and    affrontedly, "' 
In    1674,  and  again    In    1679,  the    ministers  were 
ordered  to  bring  in  lists  of  all  who  acknowledged      i 
the    Pope    within    their    respective    parishes,  sod 
against  these  church  processes  and  sentences  of  ex-      '| 
communication  were  freelj' launched.     Mr  Grant  was 
comparatively  happy.     While  the  district  of  Comar, 
just  outside  his  Paiish,  is  described  as  "  so  pestered 
with  poperie  that  a  total  defectione  is  feared  there 
iff  not  speidily  prevented,"^  he  is  able  to  grant  the 
following  certificate  regardijig  G!eu-Urquhart :— "    "■ 
Mr  James  Giant,  Minister  of  Urquhart,  doe  testifi** 
and  declare  that  {blessed  be  God  fur  it)  ther  aref  "^ 
Papists  in  this  Paroch  of  Urquhart  except  Kather>" 
McDonald,  Spouse  to  Jhon  Grant  of  Coremony,  qt*** 
was  lx>th  borne  and  bred  among  Papists,  and  o*^** 
Hector    McLean,    a   young    man    baptised    iu   »"**' 
Church,  but  bred  among  Papists  since  his  yout-**' 
but  nether  of  these  excommunicat ;  qhich  is  verifi-^" 
under   my   hand   att    Kilmore    in    Urquhart. 

'  InvemeHS  PreBhyterj  Iteconla.         -  IbiiL 
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Iklarch,  1679."^     Mr  Robert  Monro,  who  was  at  the 

time  in  charge  of  Gleiimoriston,  had  not  so  much  to 

^  thankful  for : — "  I,  Mr  Robert  Monro,  Minister 

^ff   Abertarf    and    Glenmoriston,    doe    testifie   and 

declaire   these    Papists    did    apostatize    from    the 

reformed    religion    before    my    entrie,    vizt.    [here 

*^  given  the  names  of  apostates  in  Abertarif],  Alex. 

McDonald  in  Achlean,  liis  wyff  and  whole  familie  ; 

Allan  McDonald  in  Innervuick,  his  whole  familie 

(<?xeept     his     wyffe) ;     Archibald     McConchie     Vc 

"'^atrick    in    Innervuick,    but    not    his    wyff    nor 

^uly.     The  excommunicat  are,  both  for  incest  and 

^^fection  to  Poperie,  John  Grant  in  Duldregin  and 

•'^atberine  Fraser  his  wyff,  and  pai*t  of  his  familie. 

-'"is  to  be  of  tiTith  I  verify  under  my  hand  att 

^^vtjrnes,  March  5,  1679."^ 

Ever  after  the  Reformation  the  people  of  Glen- 
moriston were  left  in  a  state  of  spiritual  starvation  : 
^■^t^re  was  no  priest  or  pareon  in  their  own  Glen,  and 
the  visits  of  the  minister  of  the  Parish  were  few  and 
'^i*  between.     The  adjoining  district  of  Abertarff  or 
*^*lchuimein  (now  Fort- Augustus)  was  in  the  same 
Pi^icarious  state  of  dependence  on  the  minister  of 
*^leskine.      In     1675    an    attempt    was    made    to 
provide   those  desolate  places    with   the    means   of 
^'^ce.     The  ministers   of  Urquhart  and   Bolesklne 
joitied  in  petitioning  the  Bishop,  who  was  "  Patron 
^^     Kilchuimen,"    and    the    Chancellor    of    Moray, 
**  I^atron  of  Glenmoriston,"   to   have    "  Mr   Robert 
^onro  settled  as  minister  and  their  helper  in  the 

'  InvemesR  Presbytery  Records.  -  Ibid. 
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said  bounds  of  Abertarfe  and  Glenmoriston."     The 
Petition,    concurred    in    by   the    heritors   of   those 
bounds,  was   in   January   1676,  submitted    by   Mr 
Monro  to  the  Presbytery,  who  referred  it  to  the 
Bishop   and    Chancellor    for   their   decision.      That 
decision  was   favourable,   and   Mr    Monro,    havintf 
gone  through  the  customary  trials,  was  ordained  by 
the    Bishop    on    2nd    March,   and,    on    the    12th, 
admitted  at  Kilchuimein  by  Mr  Houston,  minister 
of  Boleskine,  and  Mr  Grant,  minister  of  Urquhart.* 
The  arrangement,  however,  did  not  give  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned.     At  a  meeting  of  Presbytery 
held  at  Kilchuimein  in  September,  1677,  the  Glen- 
moriston  elders — John  McE  vin  in  Invermoriston,  John 
McFarquhar   and    Donald   McWilliam    in    Livishie, 
and  William  McAlaster  and  James  Grant  in  Inver- 
vuick — complained  that  "  the  new  minister  did  not    , 
keepe  with  them   everie  sabbath  per  vices"      R\^m 
excuse    was   that   there   was   no    church    in   Glen — 
nioriston,  no  bridge  on  the  Kiver  Moriston,  and  *'n^:r 
boat  to  transport  him  to  his  charge."     The  Presb\^  ^ 
tery  did  not  expect  him  to  swim  to  a  church  whie^ 
did    not   exist,   and  approved  of  his    "  ministeri»'Ll/ 
deportment;"    and,  as  his  lot   was  cast    near  tbe 
zealous    Roman    Catholics    of   Glenorarrv,    he   was 
exhorted     "  to     studie     the     Popish     controversies 
whereby  he  would  be  enabled  to  convince  gainsayers 
and  reclame  the  astrayeing  ignorant."     He  was  but 
poorly  supported  in  his  work  of  reclamation,  and  liis 

^  Inveruess  Presbytery  Recorde. 
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Access  was  not  great,  among  either   Catholics  or 
Protestants.      His    income    was    not    suflScient   to 
Wp  body  and  soul  together,  and,  notwithstanding 
that  he  eked  it  out  by  acting  as  clerk  of  the  Presby- 
tery, for  which  he  annually  received  a  "rex  dollar"^ 
from  each  member,  his  poverty  increased,  and  he 
«mj8  forced  to  beg  for  charity.     In  1682  the  Synod 
''x-ged  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  "  to  mind  a  contri- 
bution to  Mr  Robert  Monro  in  regard  of  his  present 
^ti^tes  and  indigencies."     The  contributions  gave 
^^uporary   relief,  but   his   impecuniosity    returned, 
J  led  him  into  irregularities.    In  November,  1687, 
officiated  at  a  "  mock  marriage"  at  Inverness,  and 
,^*^^^^  suspended  in  consequence.    On  4th  April  foUow- 
"^^  the  suspension  was  continued  by  the  Synod  till 
*^  ^  first  Sunday  in  May,  on  which  day,  in  respect  of 
^wo  other  unorderly  marriages  "  confessed  by  him, 
^=^  was  ordained  to  appear  publicly  in  the  church  of 
^  ^  ^verness,  and  in  face  of  the  congregation  to  "'  make 
*^  '^-imble  and  solemn  acknowledgment  of  his  oifence 
*"  '■^  Xent    the    said    mock    marriage,    and    his    other 
^^-^widalls  that  accompany'd  his  miscarriages,  craving 
^  "^  ^  pardon,  and  all  whom  he  might  thereby  have 
^'^Tended."      The   order    was    obeyed,    and    he    was 
^^:)8olved,  and  restored  to  his  charge. 

His  suspension  brouglit  no  lasting  improvement, 

•^nd,  years  afterwards,   he  officiated  at  one  of  the 

^tioet  irregular  and  most  extraordinary  mairiages  on 

^>5Cord.     The  famous  Simon    Fraser,   early  in    that 

*  Rex  or  rix  dollar  :  a  silver  coin  of  Denmark,  and  varying  in  value  fr<»tn 
2i6dto48  6d. 
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M  ild  career  in  the  course  of  which  he  won  the  title 
and  estates  of  Lovat,  i-esolved  to  make  Lady  Amelia 
Hurray,  Dowager  Lady  Lovat,  his  wife.  The  wooing 
was  short,  and  somewhat  rough.  Our  criminal 
records  tell  the  story.  *'  Captain  Simon  Fraser 
takes  up  the  most  mad  and  vOlanous  resolution  that 
ever  was  heard  of;  for  all  in  a  sudden  he  and  his 
complices  make  the  lady  close  prisoner  in  her 
chamber  [within  Beaufort  Castle],  under  his  armed 
{guards,  and  then  come  upon  her  with  the  said  Mr 
liobert  Monro,  Minister  at  Abertarff,  and  three  or 
lom'  ruffians,  in  the  night-time,  about  two  or  three 
in  the  morning,     .     .     .     and  having  dragged  out 

her    maids,  Agnes   McBryar  and  Fraser,  be 

proposes  to  the  lady  that  she  should  marry  him,  and 
when  she  fell  in  lamenting  and  crying,  the  great 
pipe   was   blown   up  to   drown  her  cries,   and  tlie 
wicked   villains   oitiered   the   minister   to    proceed. 
And,  though  she  protested  witli  tears  and  cries,  and 
also   oftered    all    promises   of    anything    else,   and 
declared   she   would  sacrifice   her  life  sooner  thai^ 
consent    to   their    proposal,    nevertheless,    the  sai 
minister     proceeds,     and     declares     them     marriec 
pei-sons,  and  Hugh  Fraser,  of  Kinmonavie,  and  th-^ 
.said    Hutcheon    Gig,    both    of    them    thieves    aii«-J 
murderei-s,    are   appointed    for  her    waiting   maidsr*- 
And  though  she  often  swarved  [fainted],  and  agai  Ti 
died  out  most  piteously,  yet  no  relenting.     But  tbt* 
bag-])ipe  is  blown  up  as  formerly,  and  the  foresaw/ 
ruffians  rent  oft  her  clothes,  cutting  her  stays  with 
their  dii-ks,  and  so  thrust  her  into  bed."^ 

1  Stote  TriftU 


THE   CJHURCH   IN   THE   PARISH.  305 

In  the  matter  of  marriage  irregularities  Mr  Monro 
could  point  to  the  example  of  his  superior,  the  min- 
ister of  Urquhart.     In  October,  1G82,  the  Reverend 
James  Grant  was  accused  of  "  ane  irregular  walking 
in  marrying  two  persons  in  another  parish  without 
either  license  from  the  Bishope  or  proclamationes  in 
the   chui-ch."     He   confessed  his   guilt — **  although 
urged  thereto  by  the  importunity  of  friends" — and 
placed   himself  in   the   hands   of  the    Bishop   and 
Synod.     "The  Lord  Bishope  and  brethern  having 
considei-ed  the   offence   doe   suspend   the   said  Mr 
James  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministerial!  function 
daring  the  Bishopes  pleasure,  and   that  Mr  Hugh 
Fraser  [minister  of  Kiltarlity]  is  appointed  to  go  to 
Urquhart   and   intimat   the   said   sentence."^     The 
Ruspension  was  but  of  short  duration,  and   before 
April  Mr  Grant  again  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Parish 
church. 

This  slight  offence  notwithstanding,  Mr  Grant 
appea^rs  to  have  been  a  good  man,  and  to  have  given 
jjreat  satisfaction  to  his  people.  The  report  of  a 
Presbyterial  visitation  of  the  Parish  in  1677  is 
pleasant  reading.  The  brethren  met  at  Kilmore  on 
oth  June,  and  were  respectfully  received  by  the 
minister  and  elders  and  a  **  populous  meeting  of 
the  hearers."  The  list  of  elders  is  evidence  of  the 
minister's  activity  and  influence  : — Thomas  Grant  of 
Balmacaan,  John  Grant  of  Corrimony,  James  Grant 
of  Shewglie,  Patrick  Grant  of  Inchbrine,  Donald 
Gumming  of  Dulshangie  and  James  his  son,  James 

^  Moray  Synod  Reconls. 
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Cumming    in    Pitkert^d,    Farquhar    Gumming  in  _mr: 
Gartallie,  William  Grant  of  Achmonie,  Aleianderrw- 
and  Robert  Grant  in  Kerrowiralr.  Alexander  Grants- 
in    Balmacaan,    Duncan    Gmiit  in   Divacli,   Gregoi^r 
Grant  in  Pitkerrald.   and  others  whose  names  -"— 

not    recorded.     They    all    united    in    giving    tliei:^ _i 

minister  "ane  singulars  applaus."     He  was  sound  i^^k^ 
his   doctrine,  correct  in  his  life  and  convei-satior-zzi 
frequently  catechised  the  people,  visited  the  sicl~^;^ 
prayed  in  the  families,  "'was  prepareing  for  cel^^_ 
hrateing  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  he  could  not  (^lo 
untill  a  period  should  he  put  to  the  harvest,"  arr^d 
loyally  preached  yearly  on   the  29tb   of  May — ttie 
anni^'ei-sary    of    the    Restoration    of    Charles    tTie 
Second.*     Of  the  elders  the  minister  testified  "  thkat 
they  were  most  faithfull,  and  that  there  was  nothing     ] 
could  encourage  him  in  his  ministerial!  office,  but     \ 
they  were  all  most  cordiall  to  strengthen  his  hands." 
Never   before  did  the  Church   in  Urquhai't  enjoj      | 
such    peace    and    prosperity ;    and    the    moderator", 
overcome    with    gratitude,    "  blessed    the   Lord  ftar 
the  good  applause  the  minister  bad  of  his  elders," 
and  for  the  "  sweet  harmony"  that  prevailed.     Tt»e 
minister  was,   indeed,   too  good  to   he  left  in  tfcae 
Pariah.     A  cry  soon  reached  him  from  another  pa-^t 

*  InvemesH  Preabytery  Rocorde.  Tlio  2fltli  of  May,  Bays  Joliti  K'tU™ 
(Diary,  2etli  May,  laei),  w»a  "nppointed  by  Act  of  ParlinDieat  to  be  obwrW*^ 
««»  day  of  general  tlmnksiriviiig  for  the  uiiraful'iu»r<»Uurati(>Bof  Hi*  Mtja^"- 
I'Ur  vicar  preaching  on  118  P«alm,  v.  S3,  requiring  ud  t«  be  UuuiXful  and  njiic'^ 
as  indeeda  we  liad  couae."     Id  Eugland  tho  day  ws*  for  roany  yian  known  *• 

Royal  Oak  Day.  from  Uie  cuBloin  vf  [ilacing  ouk  branchcH  ia  Uvc  chimlxa  i^ 

memory  of  Chartaa'  escape  from  Crnmwcll'»  snldiem  by  coDcealiriK  Uimi 
among  the  bmnchea  of  an  uak  tTee. 
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the  vineyard,  and  in  1G85  he  was  translated  to 
.\>emethy. 

His  successor  was  Mr  Robert  Cumining,  "  expec- 
Mit,"  who  appeai-ed  before  the  Presbyteiy  on 
4tli  July,  1686,  with  a  presentation  to  the 
iliurches  "  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmonstone,  now 
"Vacand,"  and  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  recommending 
'Him  for  the  customary  trials,  prior  to  oi-dination. 
At  the  next  meeting  (llth  August)  Mr  Robert 
Monro  protested  against  the  terras  of  the  presenta- 
tion, claiming  that  he  himself  was  minister  of 
■Cflemnoriston.  The  protest  was  referred  to  the 
bishop  and  Synod,  and  found  to  be  baseless,  Mr 
■Monro  being  only  in  the  position  of  "  helper  ;"  and, 
**!  obedience  to  the  Bishop's  instructions,  Mr  Fraser 
**f  Kiltai'litie  preached  at  Kilmore  on  Sunday,  24th 
f^ctober,  and  admitted  Mr  Gumming  to  be  minister 
'*  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  "  conforme  to  his 
''iBsentatione  and  collation."  The  new  incumbent 
_  '^  once  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  delinquents  in 
"lenraoriston,   and   they  were   dealt  with    by   the 

Session  of  the  united  Parochins  of  Urquhai't  aad 

^^"'enmoriston"— Mr  Monro's  claim  and  protest  being 

holly  ignored. 

The  persecutions  which  disgraced  and  discredited 

■*•©   Episcopalian  party  in  the  South  of  Scotland 

'■Uring  the    Killing   Time    were    practically    uufelt 

'*"ithin  the  bounds  of  the  Presbyteiy  of  Inverness. 

*  Or  years  the  members  of  that  court  were  at  one  in 

"^^ftir  devotion  to  Prelacy,  and  although  they  had  a 

field  for  mild  persecution  among  the  Papists  of  the 
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bounds,  there  were  no  Covenanters  against  vfh< 
proceedings  could  be  instituted.  In  !687,  howev 
the  Reverend  Angus  Macbean,  of  Inverness,  w 
had  been  ordained  a  few  years  previously  by  t 
Bishop,  "disowned  the  government  of  the  Chui 
of  Scotland  as  it  is  now  established  by  law, 
Archbishops,  Bishops,  and  Presbyters,"  and  declai 
his  conviction  "that  Presbitrie  was  the  only  govei 
ment  that  God  owned  in  these  nations."  1 
Macbean  was  at  first  gently  reasoned  with ;  t 
without  effect.  Instead  of  returning  to  "  the  Am 
of  the  Church,  which  were  still  open  and  ready 
receive  him  upon  his  repentance."  he  "  publii 
domitted  his  charge  of  the  ministry  under  t 
present  Government,"  went  to  Ross-shire  to  pre.n 
to  the  Covenanters  of  that  county,  aud,  returning  i 
Inverness,  held  a  conventicle  of  his  own,  "andt 
began  his  schisme  in  one  of  tlie  most  loyall,  order! 
and  regular  cities  in  the  nation."'  Among  h 
brethren  of  the  Presbytery  there  was  not  one  ' 
follow  his  example.  -  On  the  contrary,  they  joiu( 
in  urging  the  Episcopal  authorities  "  to  use  i 
ordinar  means  for  suppressing  the  schisme  began 
Inverness."^  In  February,  1G88,  he  was  summon 
before  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrew,  the  Bishop 
Moray,  and  other  dignitaries,  and  invited  to  retu 
to  the  Episcopal  fold.  He  refused,  and  was  depost 
His  sentence  was  read  from  the  pulpit  of  the  Hi 
Church  of  Inverness,  "  for  vindicating  the  Churc 
authority,  and  Terror  of  such  Back-slyders."     t 
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the  Back-sliders  were  on  the  way  to  victory,  and 
refused  to  be  terrified ;  and  tlie  end  of  the  Church's 
authority  was  at  hand.  Before  the  close  of  the 
year  James  the  Seventh  was  driven  from  the  throne; 
in  July,  1689,  Episcopacy  was  abolished  by  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  in  the  following  spring  Presbyterianism 
was  re-established  in  Scotland. 


24 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  PARISH —FROM  THE  REVOLUTION 

TO  THE  DISRUPTION. 

Episcopacy  in  the  Parish — ITie  Rev.    Robert  Cummiug  remaixi 
Episcopalian,  but  retains  the   Living. — Gumming  and   tli, 
Presbyterian    Clergy. — The   State   of  the   Parish. — Presby. 
terian  Missionaries. — Presbytery  Meetings  in  the   Parish. «~ 
The  Rev.  William  Gordon. — A  Missionary  Preacher  Settled 
in   Glenmoriston.  —  The   Rev.    John    Grant. — He   Favours 
Prince  Charles  and  is  Imprisoned  in  England. — His  Deatfa 
and  Character. — The  Rev.  James  Grant. — The  Rev.  James 
Fowler. — Troubles  in  the  Parish. — The  Meetings  of  Duncan 
of  Buntait. — The  Factor  Interferes  and  Mysteriously  Dies.— 
The  Rev.  James  Doune  Smith. — Charges  of  Immorality.— 
The   People   Desert   the   Church. — Presbyt^rial  Enquiiy.— 
Smith    Interdicts    the    Presbytery. — The  Disruption.— The 
Rise,  Influence,  and  Character  of  the  Men. — State  of  Religion 
in  Glenmoriston. — The  Rev.  Robert  Monro. — Royal  Boontj 
Missionaries. — Glenmoriston    Erected   into  a   Parish  ftoad 
sacra. — Churches  and   Chapels    in   Olden    Times. — Worship 
and  Church  Service  in  the  Past. — Legends  and  Relics  of  the 
Saints. — Festival  Days. — Gaelic  Liturg}'. — The  Gaelic  Bible. 
—Gaelic    Tunes.— The    Sabbath    in    Olden    Times.— Sp(»rt8 
juid  Pleasures. — Sunday  Christenings  and  Penny  Weddings. 
—  Lvkewakes.—  Introduction    of    Puritanism. — Its   Prt»LTes8 
and  Effects.  i 

The  Reverend  Angus  Macbean  had  a  considerabk 
following  in  Inverness  at  the  Revolution,  but  out- 
side the  town  few  joined  the  Presbyterian  party, 
of  which  he  was  the  local  leader.  The  great  bulk 
of    the   country    people    reverenced    the    bishops? 
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both  because  of  the  antiquity  of  their  order,  and, 

still   more,    on   account   of  their   loyalty   to    King 

James,    whom     the     Presbyterians     had    deserted. 

Tlicy  weie  Episcopalians,  chiefly  because  tliey  were 

Jacobites.      From  a  religious  or  ecclesiastical  [Miint 

of  view,  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  see  wherein  the 

two  systems  differed.     The  Episcopalians  had  their 

kirk  sessions,    and    presbyteries,    and   synods,    and 

general  assemblies,  just  as  the  Presbyterians  had ;  and 

to  the  man  who  seldom  or  never  beheld  the  bishop, 

who,  under  Episcopacy,  was  peqietual  moderator  of 

the  synod,  the  government  of  the  Church  under  the 

one  system  appeared  very  much  the  same  as  under 

the  other.     Practically,  too,  the  same  order  of  public 

wcRjIiip  was  followed  Ity  both  parties.     Years  jiassed 

aft^r  the  Revolution  before  the  Episcopal  Church  in 

Scotland — that  is,  the  body  that  adhered  t«  tlie  rule 

of  the  bishops — betook  itself  to  the  regular  use  of  a 

Uturgy,  and  so  entered  upon  that  divergent  course 

which   it   followed    until   there    was    little    left    to 

(listinguish  its  services  from  those  of  the  Church  of 

Eogliuid.     But  if  the  people  were  unable  to  discern 

tlie  difierence  between  the  Churches,  they  had  no 

difficulty  in  distinguishing  the  friends  of  King  James 

^he  Tories  or  Jacobites -~ from  his  enemies  ;  and  .so 

strong  was  their  dislike  to  the   Whigs  and    their 

"Pesbyterianism,  that,  in  many  parishes  in  Inverness- 

*nire  and   Wester  Ross,  the   Episcopal  clergy  who 

'^Used  to  conform  when  Presbytery  was  re-estab- 

■'•shed  were  able  to  hold  their  churches  and  manses 

**id  glebes  and  stipends  till  the  day  of  their  death. 
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Mr  Robert  Cumming,  minister  of  Urquhart  and 
Glemnonston  at  the  Revolution,  was  an  EpiscopaL'an 
and  a  Jacobite,  and,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of 
the  Whig  soldiers  in  the  Castle,  he  refused  to  con- 
form to  Presbytery,  or  to  surrender  his  charge  and 
its  emoluments.  In  this  course  he  had  the  sympathy 
and  support  of  his  parishioners  ;  and  the  result  was 
that,  for  forty  years  after  the  legal  establishment  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  our  Parish 
remained  Episcopalian,  having  an  Episcopalian 
clergyman  as  its  spiritual  guide.  It  was  not  untfl 
the  hopes  of  the  Stewarts  had  been  extinguished  at 
Culloden  that  the  people  finally  yielded  to  the 
inevitable,  and  began  to  take  kindly  to  Presbytery. 

Mr  Cumming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  refrained 
from  attending  the  Presbyterian  church  courts ;  but, 
otherwise,  he  and  the  Presbyterian  clergy  appear  to 
have  behaved  toward  each  other  with  courteav  and 
kindliness,  and  when,  in  1724,  the  Parish  became 
part  of  the  newly-created  Presbytery  of  Aljertarff, 
the  nienil^ere  of  that  court  recorded  at  their  first 
meeting  that  **  Mr  Robert  Cumming,  being  of  the 
Episcopal  persuasion,  it  is  not  expected  he  should 
attend  our  meetinrrs."^  This  consideration  and  \vaDt 
of  bigotry  led  him  to  co-operate  to  some  extent  with 
them.  In  March,  1725,  Mi'  Thomas  Fraser,  minister 
of  Boles kine,  "  infonned  the  Presbytery  that  he  was 
desired  by  Master  Robert  Cumming,  Episcopal 
Incuml^ent  at  Urquhart,  to  acquaint  this  Presbyteni 
that  gi'eat  encroachments  were  made  by  trafficking 

*  A»»ertarff  Presbytery  Kecordd— MeetiDg  of  8th  July,  1724, 
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Priests  and  Popish  Emissaries  ujion  that  Corner  of 
tlie  Parish  called  Glenmonston  ;  that  there  were  a 
great  number  of  Tre-lapses  and  Quadra-lapses  in  the 
Bill  of  uncleannesa  in  that  part — also  that  Adulteries, 
its.  Notorious  Profanation  of"  the  Lord's  Day, 
and  Contempt  of  the  Ordinances  were  frequent 
in  the  said  Parisli ;  and  Likewise  to  crave  in 
the  name  of  the  said  Master  Gumming  the 
*dvice  and  concurrence  of  this  Presbytery  in 
"miters  of  discipline."  Mr  Fraser  was  instructed 
to  require  Mr  Cumming  to  summon  the  offenders 
to  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  "  and  to 
Come  himself  alongst,  that  the  Presbytery  may 
be  more  fully  informed  as  to  these  delinquents, 
*iid  then  proceed  as  they  shall  see  cause."  Mr 
Cumming  did  not  appear  at  the  next  meeting,  but 
lie  Bent  a  letter  concerning  the  scandals  ;  and  at  the 
May  meeting  Mr  Fraser  was  appointed  "  to  repair  to 
the  said  parish,  and,  the  said  Master  Cumming  being 
present  for  his  information,  to  hold  a  session,  and 
Siimmon  delinquents  before  the  same,  and  to  appoint 
them  respectively  to  undergo  a  course  of  discipline 
according  to  the  rules  and  pr-actice  of  this  Church." 
On  1 8th  August  Mr  Fraser  gave  in  a  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Parish,  which  had  a  stirring  effect 
opon  the  brethren.  Mr  Alexander  Macbean,  one  of 
the  missionaries  of  the  Society  for  Propagating 
Christian  Knowledge,  was  instructed  "  to  spend  the 
remaining  six  weeks  of  his  mission  in  Glenmoriston 
tnd  Urquhart — four  weeks  thereof  in  Glenmoriston, 
nd  two  in  Urquhart;"    Mr  Skeldoch,  minister  of 
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Kilmonivaig,  and   Mr   Chapman,   missionary,  were 
appointed  to   preach   on   the   following  Sunday   at 
Duldreggan,  and  Mr  Macbean,  and    Mr   Gilchrist, 
minister  of  Kilmallie,  at  Invermoriston  on  the  same 
day ;    and    the    Presbytery    resolved    to   meet  at 
Bunloit  on  the  23rd.     Mr  Gumming  appeared  at  the 
Bunloit  meeting,  but  of  the  delinquents  only  oae 
showed  face,  and  the  Gourt,  finding  "  the  design  of 
their  meeting  in  this  place  was  disappointed     .    .    - 
enjoined  Master  Robert  Gumine  to  use  all  diligence 
in  enquiring  into  the  several  gross  scandals  that  are 
in   this  Parish,"  and  to  summon   the   offenders  to 
appear    before   the    next    meeting   of    Presbyteiy- 
Moreover,    "  the   Moderator,    in    consequence  of  3- 
previous  concert  with  the  members  of  Presbytery', 
did  expostulate  with  Master  Robert  Gumine  aneat: 
his  preaching  so  seldom  at  Glenmoriston,  and  dlcl 
enjoin  him  greater  diligence  in  that  and  in  all  tli.^ 
other   parts  of  his  ministerial  w^ork,  and   that  ti€ 
would    receive   and    observe   the    instructions  tha»t 
should    be    sent    him    from    time    to    time    by  the 
I^'esbytery." 

This  obvious  attempt  to  get  the  sturdy  Episco- 
palian to  acknowledge  the  Presbytery's  jurisdiction 
was    not   successful.     At   the    next    meeting    (6th 
October)  the  names  of  the  Urquhart  and  Glenmor- 
iston delinquents  were  called,  but  none  responded— 
and  there  was  no  report  or  explanation  from  their 
pastor.     The  Moderator  was  instructed  to  write  to 
him  expressing  dissatisfaction  with  his  conduct,  and 
requiring  him  "  peremptorily  to  cause  summon  them 
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[the  delinquents]  to  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery, 
and  to  send  a  report  of  his  diligence  in  enquiring 
into  the  said  scandals  to  said  meeting,"  Mr 
Oumming  neither  summoned  nor  reported,  but  in 
May,  1726.  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Presbytery, 
Kdggesting  that  they  should  meet  in  Glenmoriston, 
'in  order  to  curb  vice  and  immoralitie  so  much 
alwunding  in  that  corner."  They  gladly  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  instructed  the  Moderator  to 
"signify  to  him  that  it  is  verie  agreeable  to  them 
BOW  carefull  he  is  to  have  vice  and  immoralitie 
curbed  in  his  charge."  The  Glenmoriston  meeting 
Has  held  on  5th  and  Gth  October.  It  dealt  with 
the  delinquents  whom  Mr  Gumming  desired  to  curb, 
'nd  more  important  still,  it  arranged  for  the  erection 
of  the  first  school  opened  in  the  Parish.  For  the 
ni"St  time  since  the  Revolution  the  old  incumbent 
described  as  "  Minister."  He,  however,  still 
'^fraineil  from  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Pres- 
wyterv,  and  remained,  in  principle,  an  Episcopalian. 
"e  died  in  1730 — the  last  survivor,  perhaps,  of 
tl»at  steadfast  band  of  Highland  Prelatists  who 
«*ritinued  to  hold  their  livings  after  the  disestah- 
ushment  of  their  Church.  On  8th  April  of  that  year 
«»S  death  was  intimated  to  the  Presbytery,  and  on 
the  26th  Mr  Thomas  Montfod,  a  missionary  within 
tlie  bounds,  preached  at  Kilmore,  and  declared  the 
cimrch  vacant.' 

'  The  Rev.  Rnbert  Cunitiiitig's  Last  Wilt  aod  Teatunent  (sigoed  at 
XiJmm  on  23rrl  March,  I'SO.  in  presence  lA  Juhu  Onuit,  ChimWrhun  of 
tln{l>b*rt,  Aleumder  Onuit  nf  Shewglie,  uid  Liidovick  Grant  in  DnimnK- 
dnichit)  wu  recorded  in  the  Inverness  Conimijurf  BookH  on  16th  December, 
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Mr     r'uiiiming's    BUccessor    wsts    the    Revereru 
William    Gordon,    or    rather    Macgregor,    who 
presented    by  the  Laird  of  Grant  aa  patron.' 
ordained    and    adinitt*Hl    on    24th    December, 
found  that  he  could  not  without  assistance  sei-ve  thi 
cure  as  it  ought  to  be  served,  and  he  indueetl  th( 
Presbytery    In     1731     to     appoint     Mr     Montfod. 
"  Missionary  Preacher"  in  Glenmoriston.     He  wtus 
translated  to  Alvie  in   1739,*  and  Mr  John  Grant 
a  native  of  Strathspey,  became  minister  nf  Urquhar-^ 
and  Glenmoriston.     His  prasentation  was  laid  befor-^ 
the  Presbytery  in  January,  1740,  and,  after  the  usue* 


1730,  by  liU  widriw  and  uecutrui.  Iiobell  Chialmlm.     The  will  v 
the    fiillowing  »pproiiri»tc  MmiS!— "I,   Mr    Hutwrt    Cuming,    MioiiWr         ,if 
Urquhart,  being  far  the  time  aick  in  Iwdj,  tind  yet  (praised  be  Goil)  inUDih.    in 
judgment  and  memory,  lUid  cnnnderiug  the  fniill]-  I'f  mv  life,  that  llim   ■  »  fa 
DotliiD);  miira  curtain  tliou  death  auil  Dothing  more  uTi>«rtaiu  Ibtn  the  'Stw 
Lhereuf,  nm  therefore  rfsnlved  bo  to  order  and  clJBpose  of  my  wnrldly  tOurrmi  mi 
g  done)  that  I  may  thereafter  tie  fitting  and  preparing  my  wlf 
for  my  last  i^liimge,  hopiog  to  purtake  of  the  bleBWil   Life  in   Immurl^lifc^ 
purchnwd  by   the    Death  and    PasaioD  nf  my  only  Lord  anil   Saviour  .TeMu> 
Christ.    And  in  eansei)uence  of  my  aaid  reeoIuli>ii)  I  iiomiiutt<,  conatlCalv, 
and  appoint  litubell  Cliimlm,  my  well  hsIoTcH  SpuuM,  ray  sole  Eiemtrii."  Jfcr 
Be  leavee  biB  whule  estate  to  his  widow,  with  the  eiooptiun  of  hU  l«">>e« 
which  he  beiiuoathti  tu  his  grandchild,  Aleiander  Fnuer,  inn  of  his  diuifflitj^r, 
Isobell  Cumraiug,  and  her  husband,  Hugh  Ptaaer  in  Bruiich.     lanbell  Clan- 
holm  waq  Cumming'i  •eit)nd  trifE— Ills  first  having  been  Helen  Kinnaird. 

*  Tbie  agipeara  to  have  been  the  first  eierdM  by  the  Lainis  of  GnioK:-  "f 
the  right  of  (Kitrouage  nC  Urquharl  and  Olcnmorint'iu.  in  Human  Cllli'^^^'i' 
Ijroes  the  light  belonged  to  the  Cbanoellnr  of  Mora)-,  la  1593  jt  wm"^"^" 
Siilh  on  Alexander,  Lord  Spynie,  from  whose  biu  ■^'" 
Jobn  Onnt  l>nrchas<9d  it  in  1632.  In  Protestant  Episcopalian  tiiU«itio 
eiercised  by  the  ininifiter  of  Inveraron  as  Chancellor  of  Moray, 
wu  abolished  in  1690,  but.  re*1«re<l  in  1711.     It  wis  finally  abolished  iii  I! 

'Mr  Gordon  and  "s(,ineof  the  gentlemen  in  the  Parish  of  Urquhart."  p-  - 
vided  2r>D  merks  for  the  benefit  of  the  pour  in  the  Pariah,  "rwerving  lu 
and  their  heirs,  during  vaeande*,  the  distri'jution  of   the  intcreet  ll 

^j  the  poor." — (Aberlarff  Presbytery  Records,  I9tli  March,  I740J. 
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trials,  he  wae  ordained  and  admitted  at  Kiliimrti  uii 

ITth  January,  1/41.     It  has  already  beeu  told  how 

he  espoused    the  cause    of  Prince   Charles  in  Tlie 

forty-Five,    was    seized  by    Luduvick    Grant,  and 

imprisoned    for    a    time    in    Tilbury    Fort.     With 

tJiat    exception    hie    long    cai-eer  waa    uneventful. 

His   death    took   place  at    Inverness    in    1792 — his 

nephew,   Mr   James  Grant,   having    been   assistant 

and     successor     to     him     since      1777.       He    waa 

of  a    warm-hearted    and  kindly  disposition,  and  a 

story     is     still     told     whicli     well     illustrates    the 

S'nipiicity  of  his  habits.     On  one  occasion,  entering 

*'ie    humble    dwelling   of    John    Cameron,    Bal-au- 

t-Strathan,   or  Coilty-side,   he  found  the  poor  old 

•^^aii   broiling  a   sheep's  liver   on  a    pair   of  tongs, 

^'hich  were  half-buried  in  the  white  ashes  of  a  peat 

"re.     The    minister    sat    with    Cameron    until   the 

'^tter  had  finished  his  cooking  and  his  repast,  and 

**Hin    left.     Some    time    afterwards    the    old    man 

''-'^gged    him   for   a    little    meal,   as  his  barrel  was 

^'Hjjty.     "  Gu  dearbh  cha'n  fhaigh,"  was  the  reply, 

cha  bu  mhath  an  t-6Iach  thu  fhein  le  do  ghrtithanl" 

~~ — "Indeed  you  will  not  get  that ;  you  youreelf were 

***^t  6o  liberal   with  your  liver!"      By    his   will  he 

"*5r_jueathed  the  sum  of  £700  for  the  support  of  a 

student  of  divinity,  and  one  of  philosophy,  at  Aber- 

^*3fen  University.    The  bequest  was  disputed  ;  but  in 

^'' So  his  successor,   Mr  James  Grant,  compromised 

*«e  matter  by  making  a   payment  of  £200  to  the 

*-•  liJversity    for    the    maintenance    of  a    bursar    in 

PKUosophy  or  divinity,  either  of  the  name  of  Grant, 
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or    descended    from    Captain    Thomas     Fraser 
Newton,  commonly  called  Dunballoch.^ 

The  Reverend  James  Gmnt  survived  his  ui 
but  a  few  years.     He  died  at   Elgin   in   Octo 
1798  ;  and  in  January  following  Mr  James  Fo\\ 
missionary    in    Abertai-ff    and    Glenmoriston, 
presented  to  the  Parish  by  Sir  James  Grant, 
admitted  at  Kilmore  on  26th  March.     Bv  this  t 
the  "  Men"  had  appeared  in  Urquhart,  and  the  pe< 
had  begun  to  have  views  of  their  own  in  mat 
of  religion.      The  more   earnest   among  them 
approved  of  the  settlement.     Active  opposition 
anticipated,  and  on  the  day  of  his  induction 
presentee    appeared    with   a   bodyguard    of    GI 
moriston    men.       To    do    battle    with    these 
women  of  the  congregation  prepared  themselves 
filling  their  ajw-ons  with  stones.     Fortunately, 
threatened  conflict  was  avoided  ;   but  the  mini? 
failed  to  conciliate  his  opponents,  and  many  of 
people    deserted    the    church,    and    betook    tin 
selves    to    tlie    nieethigs    of    the    eloquent    Dun 
Macdonald  of  Bunloit,  better  known  in  after  life 
Donnchadh  Bhuntait — Duncan  of  Buntait.    Dunca 
success  as  an  exponent  of  the  Gospel,  and  his  fame 
a  man  of  prayer,  annoyed  the  factor,  Duncan  Grai 

^  Mr  Grant's  wife  \va^  of  the  Dunballoch  family.  A  tablet  to 
nieinorv  still  ataiids  in  the  ruined  walls  of  the  old  Church  of  Kilmore,  bea 
the  following  inscription  : — "  Erected  by  the  lievciend  Mr  John  Grant,  M 
of  I'niubart,  in  memory  of  .Kmilia  Fraser,  his  l>eloved  wife.  She  dietl  1 
Febry.  1750,  aged  44  years.  A  i>attern  of  Virtue,  Remarkable  for  HospitJ 
and  Charity,  Kenpected  and  Lamented  by  all  her  Ac(j[uaintanccs.  Time, 
short  !  Eternity,  how  long  I" 
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H     Dulshangie,  the  minister's  brother-in-law,  whom  he 

H    8,lso  greatly  offended  by  goin^  out  of  his  way  to 

■    advise  the  young  men  not  to  join    the   Urquhait 

W    volunteers,  lu  which  Dulsbangie  was  an  enthusiastic 

''eutenant,   and  of  which  his  father-in-law,   Alpin 

GJrant,    Borluiu,    was    captain.      His    removal    was 

therefore  resolved  on,  and  he  had  to  seek  a  home  on 

The    Chisholm's    lands    of    Buntait.      Tlie    change 

hrought  no  good  to  the  brothei-s-in-law.     The  Devil, 

^*^ith  that  ingmtitude  whicli  has  always  characterised 

him  in  the  folk-lori^of  the  Highlands,  conspired  with 

the    equally    ungrateful    witches   of    Urquhart    to 

cltistroy    the    factor.     As    the    doomed    man    was 

i"eturning  one  night  from  Inverness,  in  company  with 

ttie  Black  Campbell  of  Borlum-roor,  he  was  met  by 

tHe  Fiend  in  the  wood  of  Abriachan,  and  so  heateu 

and  pounded    that    he    went    home    to   die.     The 

\v-itche8'  share  ui   his  destruction  was  less  violent. 

They  quietly  placed  his  clay  figure,  stuck  with  pins, 

"1   a  stream,  and,  as  the  image  wore  away  by  the 

'■action  of  the  water,  so  the  body  which  it  represented 

/•^'fifully    wasted    towards    death.      These    events 

(«cuiTed  in   1803,  and  so  deep  was  the  impression 

"ich  they  made  on  the  people,  that  many  who  had 

**-herto  adhered  to  Mr  Fowler  now  forsook  him ; 

'Pu        ^^'^  years  there  was  not  an  elder  in  the  Parish. 

J    **^gs  began  to  look   better   in    1811,   when    four 

lifers  ^  John    Macdonald,    schoolmaster,    Bunlolt ; 

'Hiam  Mackenzie,  Lewistown  ;  Donald  Macmillan, 

fotaig  (Domhnul  Mac  Uilleim);  and  Duncan  Mac- 

^^llan,  Oldtown  of  Shewglie,  latterly  of  Balnalick 
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(an  t-Eilldear  Ruadh) — were  ordained.  The  min- 
isters days  were  however,  numbered,  and  he 
departed  this  life  in  May,  1814. 

His  successor,  the  Reverend  James  Doune  Smith, 
was  admitted  at  Kilmore  on  20th  April,  1815.  He 
was  a  man  of  kindliness  and  culture,  but  of  uncertain 
moral  character.  Charge  of  adultery  followed  charge, 
with  the  result  that  he  was  deserted  by  his  congre- 
gation even  before  the  Disruption  of  1843.  On 
3rd  May,  1842,  Alexander  Fraser,  Garabeg, 
appeared  before  the  Presbytery  of  Abertarff,  at 
Invergarry,  and  presented  a  petition  signed  by  248 
heads  of  families  in  Glen-Urquhart,  "setting  forth 
that  there  was  no  acting  Kirk  Session,  and  praying 
for  a  visitation  of  the  Presbytery  to  the  Parish  to 
remedy  matters."  The  Presbytery,  which  had  for 
years  evinced  an  anxious  desire  to  get  at  the  truth 
or  untruth  of  the  charges,  responded  by  appointhig 
a  meetino-  to  be  held  at  Drumnadrochit  on  5th 
July,  to  which  they  cited  Mr  Smith  and  the 
witnesses  who  were  prepared  to  give  evidence 
against  him.  The  meeting  took  place,  but  its 
deliberations  were  interrupted  by  a  messenger-at- 
arms,  w  ho  entered  and  served  a  "'  Note  of  Suspension 
and  Interdict  the  Reverend  J.  Uoune  Smith  against 
the  Presbytery  of  AbertarftV  The  brethren,  unac- 
customed to  such  interference,  and  uncertain  as  to 
their  j)roper  course,  adjourned  for  a  day.  When 
tliey  again  met  they  resolved  to  report  the  circum- 
stances to  the  General  Assembly,  "  as  the  Note  of 
Suspension   and  Interdict   at   the    instance   of  Mr 
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Smith  included  the   Presbytery,   their  Agent,  the 
Witnesses   of  the  Prosecution,  and   the   Ministers 
associated  with  the  Presbytery,     .     .     .     and  they 
could  not  satisfy  the  ends  of  justice  in  the  circum- 
stances."    In  their   indignation  they   placed  it  on . 
record  that  they  "  disclaim  the  right  of  interference 
of  the  Court  of  Session  in  this  and  all  other  questions 
of  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction,"  and  cited  Mr  Smith 
to  appear  before  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mission   of  the    Assembly.       And    then    appeared 
Alexander  Chisholm,  Boglashni,  with  *'  more  than 
twenty"    others,    and    presented   a    petition    from 
certain  of  the  inhabitants,  "  setting  forth  that  they 
were  conscientiously  restrained  from  attending  the 
ministrations  of  Mr  Smith,  and  praying  that  some 
j)ix>vision  should   be  made  for  the  dispensation  of 
ivligious  ordinances  in  the  Parish."     On  enquiry  the 
Presbytery  ascertained  '*  that  the  attendance  at  the 
<jhurch  for  some  time  past  had  been  very  small,  and 
that  there  was  a  number  of  children  still  unbaptised." 
Mr  Smith  thereupon  stated  "  tbat   for  the   period 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Commission  he  intended 
that  the  religious  ordinances  should  be  achninistered 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  and  that  ibr 
this  purpose  he  intended  to  invite  a  number  of  clergy- 
men, and  that  the  Moderator,  or  Mr  Fraser,  Kirk- 
hill,  was  to  baptise  the  children."     Of  this  arrange- 
ment the  Presbytery  approved  ;  but  the  interference 
of  the  Court  of  Session  with  the  Scottish  ecclesi- 
astical   courts   was    followed    by   more    disastrous 
consequences  than  the  interruption  of  the  course  of 
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justice  at  Dmmnadrochit — it  rent  in  twain  the  old 
Church  of  Scotland.     At  the  Disruption  Mr  Smith's 
parishioners  joined  the  Free  Church  with  scarce  an 
exception,  and  henceforth  till  his  death  in  1847  he 
preached  to  empty  benches  in  the  pretty  new  church 
which  the  heritors  had  but  recently  erected  for  him— 

SuidheachaDan  falamh, 

Agus  ballachau  bkiia ; 

An  clag  a'  buaileadh, 

'S  cha'ii  eil  an  sluagh  'tighinn  ! ' 

Unfortunate  though  the  people  of  Urquhart  were^ 
in  their  clergy  for  many  years,  their  comer  ot" 
the  Vineyard  was  not  allowed  to  lie  whollj^^ 
waste.  The  very  weakness  and  apathy  of  theirr^ 
ministers  helped  to  raise  up  from  among  themselve^^ 
labourers  of  wonderful  fervour  and  power.  Th^^ 
Men — na  Daoine — are  a  comparatively  modern  insti  — 
tution.  They  appear  in  Sutherland  and  Easterar 
Koss  about  the  begiiming  of  the  eighteenth  centun"^  ^ 

'  Lines  of  the  Disniption  time,  which  may  be  transUted  :~"The  pe^if'* 
are  empty,  and  the  walls  are  white  ;  the  bell  tolls,  but  the  people  do  Dotcome'- 
The  ministers  of  the  Parish  since  the  Disruption  have  been — Rev.  Donai*' 
M'Connachie,  from   1848  to  1864;  Rev.  John  Cameron,  1865  to  1879 :  ao*^ 
the  present  minister,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Campbell,  admitted  in  1880.    The  Re  v. 
Archibald  Macneill  is  the  first  ministerof  the  qwxul  Mrra  Parish  of  Glenmori8tf»n. 
erected  in   1891.     The  Free  Church  ministers  of  tlie  Parish  have  been— lo 
Glen -Urquhart,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Macdonald,  from  1844  to  1864  ;  theRev. 
Angus  Macrae,  from  1866  to  1892  ;  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Mackay,  admiu?(i 
in  1892  :  in  (Jlenmoriston,  the  Rev.  Francis  Macbean,  from  1844  to  1869  ;  ibe 
Rev.  Alexander  Maccoll,  from  1870  to  1877  ;  the  Rev.  DonaM  MacioDes,  frmn 
1879  to  1889  ;  and  the  present  minister,  the  Rev.  William  Mackinnon,  inducteil 
in  1891.     Mr  Macbean  and  Mr  Maccoll  had  also  the  Free  Church  char^  it 
Fort- Augustus,  where  they  resi<iefl.     The  priest  of  Stratherrick  or  of  Fort- 
Augustus  officiates  at  intervals  iu  the  Roman  Catliolic  Cha{)el,  Glenmomtcm 
and  St  Ninian's  Episcopal  Church,  Glen-Unjuhart  (founded  by  Mr  A.  H-  F. 
CamcTon  of  Lakefield),  is  oi)eu  during  summer  and  autumn. 
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^ut  there  were  none  in  our  Parish  before  Culloden. 
vJrquhart   owes  much  to   these  men  of  piety  and 
^ove,  who — jfrequently  while  their  pastors  slumbered 
^d  slept — laboured  for  the  welfare  of  their  fellows 
^ith  an  earnestness  and  an  eloquence   that  pene- 
trated into  the  very  soul.     Their  unbounded  influ- 
ence has  not  yet  exhausted  itself,  and  the  people  of 
t^rquhart  will  long  cherish   the  memories  of  such 
saints  as  Duncan  of  Buntait,  and  Donald  MacmiUan 
<>f  Grotaig,  who   helped   to  keep  the  lamp  of  the 
Gospel  burning  during  the  dark  yea  re  that  closed 
the  last  century  and  opened  the  present ;  and  John 
Macdonald,  the  schoolmaster  and  catechist  of  Bun- 
'^*t,   and  Duncan  of  Buntait's  son  Alexander,  who 
'^th   bore  the  burden   of  the  day  during  the  evil 
times  that  culminated,  much  against  their  wish,  in 
the  Disruption  of  the  Church.^ 

The   district    of    Glenmoriston,    which    had   its 

chapels   and   its  clergy  during  the   periods  of  the 

^Itic  and  Roman  Catholic  Churches,  was  in  a  state 

^*  Ecclesiastical  desolation  for  many  years  after  the 

^formation.     It  had  no  clergyman  of  its  own,  and 

^*^E  parish  minister  only  paid  it  an  occasional  visit. 

*^W  first  attempt  at  improvement  was  made  in  1G76, 

^^^len  Mr  Robert  Monro  was  appointed  minister  in 

*  Among  other  Men  who  flourisheil  in  Glen-rrquhart  during  the  ])re8eiit 
^tuiy,and  whose  names  d*^8er\'e  to  l)e  renicnil)ere<l,  were  William  Mackenzie, 
Lewirtown  ;  Duncan  MacmiUan,  Balnalick  ;  John  Cumming,  Milton  ;  Kenneth 
^Caodonald,  Meiklie*na-h-Aitnich,  and  his  sons,  John  Macdonald,  Milton,  and 
Alexander  Macdonald,  Craigmore  ;  Neil  Maclean,  s.hoolmaster,  Bunloit 
UTIlUtn  Fraser,  Lewistown  ;  Alexander  Grant,  Inchvalgar ;  Alexander  Chis- 
lioliii,  BogUnhin  ;  J»»hn  Frauer,  Garabeg  ;  Alexander  MacmiUan,  Achnababan  ; 
AkzAiider  Fraser,  Marchfield  ;  and  John  Maclcunan,  Milton. 
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Glenmoriston  and  Abertarff.     He  died  about  1693, 
and  thereafter  no  special  effort  appears  to  have  been  v 
made  to  supply  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  district, 
until    1725,  when  Mr  Alexander  Macbean,  a  mis- 
sionary employed  by  the  Society  for  Propagating 
(christian  Knowledge,  preached  there  for  four  weeks. 
Next   year   Mr    Thomas    Montfod   was    appointed 
catechist  in  Glenmoriston  and  Abertarff*.     On  the 
Reverend  William  Gordon's  admission  to  our  Parish 
he  pleaded  '*  for  a  missionary  Preacher  to  the  United 
Parishes  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  there  being 
four  stated  places  of  worship  in  that  Parish,  besides 
that  the  country  of  Glenmoriston  lies  at  a  consider- 
able  distance  from  the  minister  s  place  of  residence  * 
and  mostly  inaccessible  to  him  during"  the  winte^^ 
season."     The  result  was  that  Mr  Montfod,  who  ha^ 
meanwhile  been  ordained  a  minister,  was  promote  ^ 
to  be  missionary  preacher,  and  paid  by  the  Roy*-  ^ 
Bounty  Committee.     He  soon  gave  up  the  ap[X)int  ^ 
ment  to  l)ecome  minister  of  Kilmallie  ;  but  since  hi  — 
time  Glenmoriston  has  been  pretty  regularly  suppli 
at  the  expense  of  the  Committee.     Until  1811  th 
missionary  preacher  resided  at  Fort-Augustus,  an 
had  Abertarff*  and  Glenmoriston  under  his  charg^^- 
Tn  that  year  the  Committee  aofreed  to  establish     ^ 
separate  mission   in   Glenmoriston,  and  to  pay  th»  ^ 
missionary  a  salary  of  £60  a  year,  the  propnVt«=>r 
furnishing   him    with    a    place   of    meeting  and      «** 
(lwellint;-house  and  other  allowances.     That  airangre- 
ment   continued    without    much    chancre  till   18£>  /, 
when  Glenmoristr>n  was  erected  into  a  parish  qfuprgt/ 
sacra,  and  a  new  church  erected  and  endowed. 
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Only  a  hurried  glance  can  be  taken  at  the 
nners  and  customs  of  our  forefathers  in  niattcrs 
religion.  The  churches  and  chapels  in  which 
ty  worslii[jped  liave  already  been  referred  to. 
lall  building  these  were  to  betjin  with^ — ^con- 
■ucted  of  timber  or  wattles,  or,  during  the  latter 
of  the  Celtic  Church  period,  of  dry  stone, 
editices  were  raised  in  Ilomnn  Catholic 
«,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  Reformation  the 
ish  Church  and  St  Niiiian's  Chapel  (The 
iple)    were  substantial    buildings,   with    belfries 
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and  suspended  bells.     The  other  chapels  had  band 
bells  of  the  old  Celtic  square  type,  which  served  to 
eall  the  people  to  prayer,  and  which  were  carried  at 
funerals  by  the  bellman,  who  walked  in  front  of  th^ 
coffin,  ringing  as   he   went.     The   Parish   Church , 
which  was  rebuilt  in  1630,  was  the  burial  place  of* 
the  more  considerable  families  till  the  beginning  o^ 
the  eighteenth   century,  and  was  so   overcrowded 
with  the  dead  that  their  relics  frequently  protrudeA- 
through  the  earthen  floor,  to  be  fought  over  by  tb 
dogs    that    accompanied    the   worshipping  people 
For  the   mali^^nant   fevers  that  from  time  to  timi 
ravaged  our  Glens  in  the  Olden  Times,  the  humai^^ 
remains  within   the  church  were  perhaps  not  k 


responsible  than  the  insanitary  state  of  the  dwelliog- 
houses.^ 

It  is  difficult  to  say  what  exactly  was  the  manoi 
of  worship  of  our  &ther8  during  the  early  Christu 
ages.     In   the   Celtic   Church   there  was  probabL^r 
little  preaching,  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  word 


^  The  |ian»ti  church  at  KUmore  wai  thatched  with  haather,  till  aboat  cKb* 
middle  o{  last  centuir,  when  it  waa  roofed  with  native  elate.     In  IMt  cbe 
Synod  ordered  the  Presbytery  to  "  have  a  special  oaire  **  that  the  cfaurefr 
ahould  be  outwardly  repaired,  and  provided  with  "  inward  plenishing."    Kci* 
year  it  was  reported  that  the  work  "  ii  already  begun  and  goini;  on."     IW 
**  inward  plenishing  **  consisted  of  a  pulpit,  communion  table  and  formi*  sai 
stool  of  repentance.     For  years  after  1942  there  were  no  eeats  or  pews  for  t^ 
use  of  the  people.     During  divine  service  they  stood,  or  moved  aboat-^ 
aged  and  infirm,  however,  providing  themselves  with  amall   stools.    Vks 
l>ewB  became  common,  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  officer  whose  ditj 
it  was  to  go  about  with  a  long  rod,  poking  slumberers  into  wakefofaiea  i*' 
attention  to  the  sermon.      In  the  latter  part  of  the  seveoiecnth  century,  •a' 
early  p'irt  of  the  eighteenth,  the  people  smoked  in  church  ~a  habit  whkb  ' 
an  earlier  period  wac  common  in  England  and  the  South  of  Scotland. 
time  smoking  gave  place  to  snuffing  ;  and  the  snuff-box  has  D'^t  yet 
g'j  its  round  in  the  churches  of  our  Parish. 
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only  a  simple  delivery  of  the  message  of  salvation 
hy  the  clerics  who  served  in  the  chapels.  They 
■were  eminently  men  of  prayer,  who  were  also  much 
given  to  the  singin^j  of  Latin  psalms  and  Gaelic 
Iiymiis.  The  chapels  were  resorted  to  by  the  people, 
not  only  on  the  Sabbath,  but  also,  for  private 
devotion,  on  the  other  days  of  the  week — a  custom 
which  continued  down  through  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  early  Protestant  periods,  and  which  the 
Heformed  Clergy  had  much  diiEculty  in  suppressing, 
as  superstition,  as  late  as  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  They  were  also  corrtaraich,  or 
sanctuaries,  for  such  as  sought  shelter  from  the 
'Vengeance  of  their  fellow  men, 

During  the  Romish  period  the  services  of  the 
t^hurch  were  liturgical,  and  conducted  chiefly  in 
-Latin.  Preaching  had  no  place  in  them,  but  there 
■Was  much  telling  of  the  marvellous  legends  of  the 
Saints,  and  much  adoration  of  their  images  and 
relics.  The  crucifix  of  St  Drostan  was  enshrined 
within  the  Temple,  or  St  Ninian's  Chapel,  and  was 
wnder  tlie  care  of  a  dfoir,  or  keeper,  whose  office  was 
probably  hereditary,  and  who  had  the  free  possession 
ft  Croit-an-Deoir  (the  Deoir  or  Dewar's  Croft)  for 
^'s  services.^  At  Kil  Michael,  the  Archangel's  Bell, 
^oich  rang  of  its  own  accord  at  the  approach  of  a 
■i^Hera],  was  the  object  of  great  veneration,  as  was 
"orchard's  bell  in  Glemnoriston,  which  also  rang 
^'thout  human  intervention  when  the  dead  passed, 
^•^d  possessed  other  wonderful  qualities  already 
•^ferred  to.     The  smaller  chapels  probably  possessed 
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relics  of  the  saints  to  whom  they  were  dedicated. 
Each  saint  commemorated  by  dedications  in  the 
Parish  had  his  annual  festival  day  ;  the  geneml 
feasts  of  the  Church  were  also  observed ;  auc] 
thus  a  great  portion  of  the  year  consisted  of  holidays 
— holy  days,  which,  originally  intended  for  hoN 
joy  and  religious  exercise,  came  in  time  to  be  almoa 
exclusively  devoted  to  worldly  pleasure  and  spor- 
The  Reformed  clergy  strenuously  set  themselv^ 
to  suppress  these  festivals,  but  generations  pass« 
ere  their  efforts  resulted  in  their  entire  neglect. 

The  Reformation  of  the  Church  brought  gre* 
changes  in  the  form  and  manner  of  public  worsK  i 
Tilt'  Latin  ritual  of  Rome  gave  place  to  John  Knox 
Liturgy,  a  Gaelic  translation  of  which — by  Bisbo 
Carawell  of  the  Isles — was  printed  in  15G7  for  tia 
use  of  the  Protestants  of  the  Highlands.  Preachia , 
found  a  prominent  place  in  tlie  new  service,  an  ■ 
much  importance  was  attached  to  the  reading  an* 
expounding  of  the  Scriptures.  The  Church  oi-daine* 
"that  every  Kirk  have  a  Bible  in  English,  and  tha' 
the  people  be  commanded  to  convene  and  hear  the 
plain  reading  and  interpretation  of  the  Scripture,  ae 
the  Kirk  shall  appoint."  There  was  no  pnivision 
for  having  the  Bible  in  Gaelic,  and,  for  almost  » 
century  and  a  half  after  the  Reformation,  the  High- 
land clergy  and  readei-s  were  midev  the  necessity  w 
translating  the  English  Bible  into  Gaelic,  as  tlie; 
read.  In  169U  and  subsequent  years  Irish  Bihie 
were  distributed  in  the  Highlands ;  the  Ne^ 
Testament  ap])eHre'l  fur  the  tirst  time  in  Scotti-- 
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Oaelie  in  1~G7,  and  the  Old  Testament,  in  pai'ts, 
lietween  1783  and  1801.  Some  of  tlie  Psalnis  were 
printed  in  Gaelic  metre  in  1659,  and  the  remainder 
in  1694  ;  and  since  the  latter  year  various  versions 
have  been  published.  The  plaintive  and  beautifiil 
Gaelic  tunes"  to  which  they  are  sung  in  Urquhart 
■and  other  districts,  aie  supposed  to  have  been 
brought  from  the  Continent  by  the  Highlandere 
"who  fought  under  Gustavus  Adolphus.  More  pro- 
Dtiblv  they  are  ancient  chants  which  have  come 
<iown  to  us  from  the  ages  that  preceded  the 
Reformation  ;'  and  the  pecuHar  and  not  unpleasant 
*ntoning  in  which  the  old-fashioned  Highland  clergy- 
'Maii  still  loves  to  indulge,  is  an  echo  of  the  church 
*^rvice  of  the  same  pre-Refonnation  period. 

The  -use  of  Knox's  Liturgy  was  discontinued 
*bout  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  by 
^*<*th  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians.  The  changes 
**i  the  established  form  of  church  government— from 
**reabytery  to  Kpiscopacy,  and  from  Episcopacy  to 
"fesbytery— brought  no  changes  in  the  form  of 
P'lbUc  worship,  with  the  exception  that  after  1649, 

'  When  the  "  preceolora  "  of  thn  put  taught  thene  tunes  to  the  joungi 

*i".  with  the  object  iif  avoiding  what  they  considered  an  irreverent  uae  of 

*••>  PbbIiiu,  sung  them  to  rhjnieB  of  their  own  mskiiig.     The  followiiig  wu 

■^''Pultr  at  Oneltc  lingitig-ula^ses  in  Olen-Urquhart  within   the   lut  eight; 

Buntata  pronii  a'a  bainne  leo, 

All  comhnaiilli  dha  mo  bhroion  ; 
Nun  faighinn  sa  ns  dh'  ithinn  diu 
Gum  bithinn  sona  chuoidh  ! 
o*d«  which  maj  be  rendered  : — 

With  mashed  iwtBtoea  Bud  good  milk 

^■_  Hb;  I  be  tilled  for  aye  ; 

^^H  With  them  me  feed  ;  then  eliall  I  joy 

^^^H  Until  my  dying  day  ! 


390  DRQUHART   AND    GLENMOKISTOS. 

the  Episcopalians  were  more  "  mindfiil " 
Presbyterians  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  thft'J 
logy.  The  former  did  not  resume  the  usi 
liturgy  until  after  the  Revolution  ;  and  it  is  d( 
whether  Mr  Robert  Gumming,  who  was  Eb 
minister  of  our  Parish  at  that  event,  and  m 
death  in  1730,  ever  used  a  prayer  book-  I 

The  religion  of  the  old  Highlander  lay  ligl 
his  shoulders,  and,  like  his  brother  Celt  in  Ii 
he  freely  mixed  his  business  and  amusenim^ 
it.  His  Sabbath^which  till  the  eleventh  ( 
he  observed  on  Saturday  and  not  on  thft 
Day' — was  not  entirely  a  day  of  rest.  He  a 
church  or  chapel  in  the  morning  with  mon 
regularity  ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  day  wj 
up  to  pleasures,  sports,  and  his  worldly  awo 
On  that  day — as  is  amply  proved  by  the 
records — he,  for  generations  after  the  RefoB 
drove  his  cattle  to  market,  brought  home  K 
baked  his  bread,  fished,  played  shinty,  art 
the  stone.  On  that  day,  too,  he  married,  chria 
and  buried.  The  Sunday  christenings  and  [ 
weddings  were  made  the  occasions  of  such  bois 
mirth  that  during  the  seventeenth  centuiy  ai 
eai'Iy  years  of  the  eighteenth,  numerous  wi 
appear  on  the  pages  of  the  Presbytery  booka' 


'  Bishop  Canwell,  m  I»t«  as  1567,  wrote— "  A  BB  an  seftclitmhadh ' 
DO  Sathurn  an  Tighcamit  do  Dhla  " — "  the  sereath  day  U  Ihe  94 
Saturday,  of  the  Lord  thj  God."— (Gaelic  TranaL  of  Kuoi'  Pr»j» 
Even  at  the  present  time  Saturday  Is  sametimes  called  in  our  Pw 
t'Skbaid  Bheag"— the  Little  Sabbath  ;  and  it.  ii  accorded  a  d 
and  "  lacredness"  which  ie  denied  to  the  other  "  week-days." 
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piping,  fiddling,  and  dancing  at  thera.     The  lyke- 

wates  were  even  more  uproarious,  the  chamber  of 

deatli  being  filled  night  after  night  with  jest,  song, 

and  tale,  the  music  of  the  vioUn  and  the  pipe,  and 

the  shout  and  clatter  of  the  Highland  reel.      Every- 

■where    the    native  buoyancy  of  the  Celt  asserted 

itself — -in  season  and  out  of  season.     A  change  was, 

^Ukowever,    to    come    over    his    spirit.      Puritanism, 

^nvbich  was  introduced  into  Scotland  by  the  English 

™lBectariea  of  the  Commonwealth,  took  deep  root,  after 

the  Restoration,  among  the  persecuted  Covenanters 

of  the  Lowlands.     It  did  not  reach  the  people  of 

tprquhart   till   old    barriers   were   removed    by  the 

pventsof  The  Forty-five;  but,  if  it  was  late  incoming, 

progress  among  them  was  amazingly  rapid,  and 

I  the  end  of  the  century  it  held  them  in  its 

swith  a  tightness  which  has  not  yet  appreciably 

Relaxed.     To  it  we  owe  our   rigid  Sabbatarianism, 

the  sacramental  preaching  week,  our  crowded  com- 

tttiUnions,    and    long   communion    services.^     It    has 
t  '  "To  ingrsliate  themselves  with  Cromirell,"  saya  Priucipal  Lee  in  Hiat. 

™  Church  of  Scotland,  "  the  Protesters  declined  praying  for  the  King,  and 
***«ied  their  churches  after  the  mude!  ot  the  Sectarians.  Tbaj  iotroduoed  a 
'^oao  of  celebrating  Ihe  dirine  ordioancBs,  which  till  that  time  had  been 
"■•fcnoti.Ti  in  Scotland,  and  which  came  afterwards  to  bo  generally  practised  by 
*^*^>«e  whose  meetings  were  intenlicted  by  the  severe  enactments  of  tha 
'***vemmcnt  after  tlie  King's  restoration.  They  prascbed  and  prayed  at 
"^^ch  greater  ienath,  and  with  much  greater  fervour  than  their  brethren.  At 
•le  admini'tration  nf  the  comtnuoion  they  ooUecteil  a  great  number  of 
""^itiinters,  and  pe-fonoed  Divine  service  two  or  three  succassive  days  before, 
**»')  une  at  least  afler  the  solemnity."  The  "  Question  Day  "  (Friday)  ot  the 
^^^twmunion  weelc  is  ot  Higliland  origia,  having  grown  out  of  the  institution  of 
"'«  Men.  Kooi  approved  of  the  monthly  celi-bratian  of  eoraoiuiiion  ;  but 
1  *'«*nrB  Cultodon  it  waa  very  seldom  oetebrated  in  the  Highlands— some  times 
f^t  for  yeius  in  Urquhart  and  other  pariihe:*. 
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done  much  for  religion  in  the  Highlands,  but  it  has 
not  been  an  unmixed  blessing.  It  has  co  a  great 
extent  destroyed  the  songs  and  tales  which  were  the 
wonderfully  pure  intellectual  pastime  of  our  fathers  ; 
it  has  suppressed  innocent  customs  and  recreations 
whose  origin  was  to  be  found  in  remote  antiquity 
it  has  in  many  cases  engrafted  self-righteousness  o 
the  character  of  religious  professors  ;  and  it  h 
with  its  iron  hand  crushed  merriment  and 
fellowship  out  of  the  souls  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
place  planted  an  unhealthy  gloominess  and  dread 
the  future,  entirely  foreign  to  the  nature  of  the  Cel 

^  See  Appendix  N  for  the  Stipend,  &c.,  of  the  Minister  at  Ysriona  peri 
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history  of  Education  in  Scotland  may  be  said 

^   Ibrm  part  of  the  history  of  the  Church.     Before 

*'^^   Reformation  the  country  was  wholly  indebted 

*^    the  clergy  for  the  little  learnincr  it  possessed  ; 

^^d   after  that  event  it  was  John  Knox  and  the 

^Uiisters  of  the  Reformed  Church  who  originated 

^^d  developed  the  parish  school  system.     To  that 

System  Scotland  as  a  whole  owes  much  ;    but   its 

^^efits  were  slow  to   reach    the    Highlands,  and 

*^iiox  was  two  hundred  years  in  his  grave  before 
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Urquhart  and  Gleiimoriston  could  boast  of  a  parochi^^ 
school. 

Uuring  the   period  of   the  Celtic   Church   tfcrje 
clerics  who  officiated  in  the  small  cells  which,  as  ^vp 
have  seen,  were  scattered  over  the  Parish,  doubtless 
devoted  much  of  their  time,  as  their  brethren  are 
known  to  have  done  elsewhere,  to  the  copying  oC 
the  .Scriptures ;  and  it  is  probable  that  they  com — 
municated  some  slight  knowledge  of  letters  to  th^^ 
more  curious  among  their  people.     This  knowledge  .5=. 
again,  may  have  been  increased  in  Roman  Catholic:^^ 
times  by  the  priests  of  the  Parish,  and  the  monkL— "^"^ 
who  studied   and  taught  within  the  neighbourin^^^ 
Priory    of   Beauly.      But    in    the    dark   ages    tha^  — t 
preceded  the  Reformation  there  was    no  educatioE — Ji 
in    the    modern    sense  of  the  word,  and  very  fe'^^v 
even    of   the  better    classes    could    read    or    writ  ^a, 
Knox's   grand    purpose    was   to    establish    at    lea^^t 
one    school    in    every  parish    throughout  ScotlarfctJ, 
His  scheme  was  too  ambitious  for  his  time,  but     it 
was  not  lost  sight  of,  and  in  1616 — long  after  Jiia 
death — it  was  adopted  by  the  Privy  Council,  whielj 
ordained  that  a  school  should  be  erected  in  each 
parish,  "  that  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  especia/ljj^' 
the  youth,  be  exercised  and  trayned  up  in  civilitie, 
godliness,  knowledge,  and  learning  ;  that  the  vulgar 
Inglislie  tongue    be    universallie    plant-ed,    and  the 
Irish  [that  is,  the  Gaelic]  language,  which  is  one  of 
the  chielf  and  principall  causes  of  the  continuauce 
of  barbaritie  and  incivilitie  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Isles  and   Heylandis,  may  be  abolishit 
removit."     The  resolution  that  a  school   should 
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abltshed  in  each  parish  was  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
:  in  1631,  and  again  in  1646  ;  but  generations 
before  effect  was  given  to  it  in  Urquhart 
GlenmoriBton.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Presby- 
r  of  Inverness  held  in  the  Parish  in  1627,  "it 
fuund  requisit  that  ane  scholemaister  suld  be 
nted  thair,  for  educatioun  of  the  youth  within 
lese  bounds,  in  respect  the  parochiners  thair 
found  willing  to  do  dewtie  heirin  gtaidlie."' 
was  reported  to  the  Synod  of  Moray  in 
ober.  when  Mr  Alexander  Grant,  the  minister, 
'that  he,  with  his  parochiiiera,  hed  bfin 
Ilio  searching  efter  ane  [schoolmaster]  to 
lie  that  roiirae  [that  is,  Urquhart  and  Glen- 
I  hot  as  yit  culd  find  nain  ;"  and  the 
«bvtery  was  ordained  "  to  enquyr  for  ane  maister 
holi;,  and  to  settle  him  thair  with  diligence."' 
if  the  enquiry  was  made,  no  result  followed. 
r  yejirs  later — in  1677 — the  minister  and  elders 
to  the  Presbytery  that  there  waa  no 
school  in  the  Parish,  "hot  qiihen  the  Laird  of  Grant 
cam  to  the  countrey  that  they  were  to  require  his 
tioipe  and  assistance  how  to  get  some  vtctuall  to 
tnaDt^-ati  an  schoolmaster."  They  were  e-^hoi-ted 
"  to  do  the  same,  which  should  be  pood  service  dono 
to  God ;"'  but  the  exhortation  was  not  responded 
to,  and  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  i-emained  witli- 
oat  a  parochial  school  until  the  year  1770.* 

'  Kaoirdi  at  Synod  of  Mimy.  *  Iliid.  '  liivemeM  Probytcrj  Rceonln. 
'  outer  Hie^Iand  pwiahw  wpru  ttrn  in  &  w«r«e  conditiun,  BolaikiTi*, 
I^^EB*"  **"'  Kilni'ini^iug,  ftir  exain|]1p,  hail  no  paruh  subuoU  for  ye«n  itfler 
1770.  Od  the  other  lund  lUcrv  wnre  MbooU  in  Kirkhtll  Biul  KittArlitir,  whioh 
nwdi  with  our  Pvuh.  m  avly  h  1071. 
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The  youth  of  the  Parish  were,  however,  not 
wholly  left  in  darkness.  Sometimes  the  lairds 
wadsetters,  and  larger  tenants  combined  to  emploj 
some  struggling  student  to  teach  their  childrer 
during  the  college  recess ;  sometimes  they  sent  theii 
boys  to  be  taught  at  Inverness,  Fortrose,  or  Petty 
and  the  result  was  that  during  the  darkest  years  o 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  a  fev 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Parish  who  could  read  anc 
write  and  express  themselves  in  fair  English^  Evei 
the  humbler  occupiers  of  the  soil  began  to  commii 
their  transactions  to  writing;  and  we  find,  as  earlj 
as  1616,  the  tenant  of  Raddich  and  Borlum  signing 
his  patronymic — for  he  had  not  yet  adopted  i 
surname  —  in  a  beautiful  round  hand,  "  Doualc 
McHomas,"  Donald,  son  of  Thomas.^ 

It  was,  however,  left  to  the  Society  in  Scotlanc 
for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge  to  bring  th< 
moans  of  education  within  the  reach  of  the  people 
generally.  In  1701  a  few  private  gentlemen  met  ii 
Edinburgh,  and  resolved  to  establish  schools  in  tb 
Highlands  and  Islands,  and  to  appeal  to  the  publi< 
f(»r  pecuniary  support.  They  opened  their  firs 
school  at  Abertarff ;  but  in  less  than  two  years  tb 
people  drove  the  schoolmaster  from  the  district 
The  Edinburgh  philanthropists  were,  however,  no 
discouraged.  In  1707  they  induced  the  Genera 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  appoin 
a  committee  to  consider  the  question  of  the  props 
gation  of  Christian  Knowledge   in   the   Highland 

'  Renunciation  of  \jeaw,  at  Castle  Grant. 
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and    Islands.      The   incorporation   of   the   Society 
followed  in  1709.     Next  yeai'  its  members  resolved 
to  open  free  schools — or  "  charity  schools,"  as  they 
were  called — in  such  districts  as  from  time  to  time 
should  most  require  them.     In  1711  a  school  was 
established  at  Abertarif,  to  which  Glenmoriston  lads 
pnobably  found  their  way;   and  in   1726   the  first 
school  in  our  Parish  was  opened.     On  the  14th  day 
of  April  of  that  year,  certain  gentlemen  of  Glen- 
tJrquhart  appeared  before  the  Presbytery  of  Aber- 
tarif, within  whose  bounds  the  Parish  then  was,  and 
^<^p  resented  "  that  they  greatly  stand  in  need  of  a 
^Karity  School  in   the   Breas  of  that  countrie,  on 
^ooount   of   the    Ignorance   of   the   people,    Popish 
|>i'ie*8ts  takeing  occasion  to  encroach  upon  that  corner, 
^^■s*    it  is  remote,  and  discontiguous  from  the  Strath  of 
^ri^j   Parish."^     The  Presbytery  considered  the   pro- 
I>Os^  "just  and  reasonable,"  and  aj)pointed  the  Kev. 
-^l^xander  Macl)ean   of  Inverness  to  apply   to   the 
^^^><iiety  for  an  allowance  for  a  schoohnastcr.     Tlie  ap- 
t^lioation  was  granted  in  June,  and  in  October  a  school 
^^^^^  opened  at  Meiklie,  and  placed  under  the  charge 
^^^     Henry  Urquhart,  a  learned  shoemaker,  who  had 
^*^"^n  duly  examined  by  the   Presbytery  and  found 


i 


^l^^lified. 

This  ari-angenient,  however,  continued  but  a  short 

^^>ie.    In  October,  1728,  the  Presbytery,  "considering 

^*^^  state  of  Glenmoristone  for  want  of  a  school,  and 

^^^nt  there  appears  a  gi-eater  probability  for  j)rocuring 

^      Parochial    School    at    Unjuhart    than    at    Glen- 


*  AlicrtarflF  IVcsbvtcrv  Uoconl-«. 
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moristone,  have  resolved  that  against  summer  next 
the  School  at  Urquhart  shall  be  transported  to 
Glenmoristone  as  soon  as  the  Presbytery  are 
informed  that  a  schoolhouse  and  other  convenienceB 
are  prepared  at  Dulldregan  in  that  countrey  for  him 
[the  teacher]."  This  resolution  was  the  outcome  of 
a.n  application  which  the  inhabitants  of  Glenmoriston 
had  made  to  the  Presbytery  as  early  as  October,  1726. 
The  modest  "  conveniences"  considered  necessary 
were  soon  provided  ;  the  Meiklie  establishment  was 
closed ;  and  Heniy  Urquhart  removed  to  Duldreggan, 
where  he  laboured  for  several  years.  And  firom  his 
time  until  the  Education  Act  came  into  operation  in 
1873,  the  Society  was  not  without  a  school  in 
Glenmoriston,  except  for  an  interval  of  eight  yean 
immediately  after  the  troubles  of  The  Forty-Five. 

To  Glen -Urquhart  the  Society  was  equally 
generous.  When  the  Presbytery  resolved  to  send 
Henry  Urquhart  to  Glenmoriston,  they  instructed 
the  Rev.  Alexander  Macbean  **  to  write  to  the  Laird 
of  Grant  in  order  to  obtain  a  Parochial  School  at 
Urquhart."  Nothing,  however,  came  of  the  appli- 
cation, and  the  Society  had  again  to  take  the  place 
of  the  heritors.  In  1732  a  charity  school  was 
opened  at  Milton,  and  placed  under  the  charge  of 
William  Grant,  who  taught  in  it  for  many  yeai*- 
At  a  later  period  the  school  was  **  transported"  to 
Pitkerrald.  **  There  is  no  parish  schoolmaster, 
said  Mr  William  Lorimer  in  a  Report  on  Urquhart 
which  he  wrote  for  the  Laird  of  Grant  in  1763; 
**  the    tenants    send   their   children    to  the  chanty 
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sdioolmaster,  who  lives  at  Pitkerrald,  who  teaxjhes 
"tlieni  to  read  and  write.  .  .  Alexander  Macrae, 
.a,  Kiiitail  mau,  ,  .  teaches  reading,  writing,  and 
a,rithraetic,  and  singing  pealms— exacts  no  school- 
a^es  [fees]."' 

The  failure  of  the  heritors  to  provide  the  means 

of  education  which  the  law  required  of  them  led  the 

Society,    in    1770,    to   threaten    to  withdraw    their 

charity  teacher  unless  a  parochial  schoolmaster  was 

appointed.     The  threat  had  the  desired   effect.     A 

parish  school  was  at  once  opened,  and  in  1775  the 

Society's  establishnieut  was  transferred  to  Butiloit, 

where  it  continued  to  flourish  until  1873.     To  the 

Euuloit    schoolmaster,    Sir    James    Grant    gave    a 

I        dwelling-house  and  two  acres  of  land  free  of  rent* 

I  The  three  schools  which  our  Parish  now  possessed 

*ere  soon  found  insufficient  to  meet  its  educational 

*ants,  and  side-schools  were,  about  the  end  of  the 

centurj-,  erected  in  Glenmoriston  and  the  Braes  of 

^-•■quiiai't.     Other  agencies  subsequently  arose.     The 

Gaelic  School  Society   had  a  school  at  Meiklie  in 

*  S 1 5  and    1816;    and   after  the    Disruption,   Free 

Church  schools  did  good  work  for  years  at  Drum- 

•^^rochit    and    Pohuaily,    while    the    Countess    of 

'^^a.field  maintained  a  school  at  Blairbeg,  and   Mr 

^gilvy  of  Corrimony  another  on    his  estate.     The- 

Eiducation  Act  put  an  end  to  the  Parochial  System, 

and — so  far  as  our  Pai'ish  was  concerned — to  the 

I  other  agencies  which  it  found  at  work.     The  first 

'  Report  of  the  SooietJ,  in  1790. 
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School  Board'  Bet  itself  with  vigour  to  provide  th 
school  accommodation  required  under  the  new  orde 
of  things ;  and  within  a  few  years  commodioL 
school  buildings  were  erected  throughout  the  Paris"" 
which  strongly  contrast  with  the  poor,  comlbrtlee 
dry-stone,  turf-roofed,  hovels  in  which  the  teacher 
of  the  past  laboured,  with  no  small  measure  , 
success,  for  a  salary,  then,  no  doubt,  regarded  a 
amply  sufficient,  but  which  would  be  looked  upo 
in  the  present  age  as  miserable  in  the  extreme.* 

The  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Kno*^ 
ledge,  having  in  view  that  "religion  and  industry; 
go  always  hand  in  hand,"  obtained  new  letter' 
patent  in  1738,  empowering  them  to  "  cause  sue 
children  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  be  instructetl  aii^ 
bred  uj)  in  husbandry  and  housewifery,  or  trade  an-- 
manufaeture.  as  they  should  think  proper,  at  sue  - 
places  and  in  such  manner  as  to  them  and  thei 
directors  shall  seem  the  most  practicable  an* 
expedient."  As  thus  authorised,  the  Society  iic 
only  settled  a  gardener  and  blacksmith  in  Gle« 
moriston  in  1755,  fur  the  puipose  of  instructing  tfc 

1  The  Dieinbora  of  llie  tirst  Sthonl  Bnaril  iv-ere  uominaUd  at  ■  jiu^: 
inei-ting.  auil  unnnimuusly  eleoteil  ivilhuut  ballut.  Tliey  were,  in  ulpliab«U>« 
iiriler— KcT.  Juhii  Canierun,  niiuuKr  of  the  parisli  :  Major  Willjnm  Ur^u 
factnr  nf  L'rquhu-t :  Itev.  Alexander  Mu:Ci>U,  Free  Cliuruli  lutiiister  of  FVri 
Au^ruotu*  I""!  GlenuiurisUni  ;  Williani  Mnckay.  Bturlwi); :  Rev.  Aiikdb  SUcnr, 
Free  Cliuruh,  Oletj'l'ngiiharl  ;  Thunuu  Ugiivy  of  CiinimotiT  :  Mvl  J<^ 
SinrUir,  Br)rluin,  factor  (or  GUnmoriiitnli. 

'  The  ainount  eiticuiled  oa  the  uchooU  (incluJbg  inwhcn'  liuuwal  wen: 
— Culanl'mii.  £3834  1S«  Id-,  Balnaiu,  £16115  Oa  2<1  :  Bmilnic,  £1463  2><il; 
nulclirelc:hArt,£13QS  12a  Od  ;  luvermorisl^n,  £1888  U  Ud  ;  and  Corriminij, 
itSOZ  Ha  M—total,  £10,537  ^  Oil.  Tlic  ralaries  nf  rlie  Sodecy'i  Mukn 
jTUigeil  fnim  £8  to  £\i.  Wlieu  the  litat  [urochUl  athoul  ita»  taUbli-Jiot  in 
the  PariBli  ill  1770,  the  Khoolmaster'*  wlury  nu  tixe-1  Mt  £10  a  yev. 
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pt^ople  in  their  trades,  but  they  also,  in  subsequent 
Vf  ars,  employed  the  wives  of  their  schoolruasters  in 
tilt  Parish  to  teach  spinning,  knitting,  sewing,  and 
other  branches  of  female  Industry.'  In  1802,  more- 
over, they  opened  a  ''  spinning  school"  at  Lewistown, 
and  placed  it  under  the  charge  of  Mrs  Georgina 
Forbes,  who  continued  for  twenty-seven  years  to 
instruct  the  yount^  girls  of  the  district  in  these 
branches,  and  in  religion.  In  Mrs  Forbes'  school  a 
portion  of  the  English  Bible  was  read  every  day, 
and  the  pupils  were  required  to  learn  at  home,  and 
repeat  to  her,  passages  of  Scripture,  and  questions 
from  the  Shorter  and  Mother's  Catechisms.' 

For  many  years  the  progress  of  education  in  the 
H  i^lilands  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  absurd 
manner  in  which  the  language  of  the  people  was 
created.  The  excellent  Lowlanders  who  directed 
the  affeira  of  the  Society  in  its  early  days  dreaded 
Gaelic  as  the}'  dreaded  Papistry,  with  which  they 
^**sociated  it ;  and  the  same  regulation  that  bound 
their  schoolmasters  to  8ubscril>e  the  "  Formula 
Against  Popery,"^  bound  them  also    to  "discharge 

'  tUiiorU  of  the  Society,        -  ibiii. 

'Tho  Fonnuln  W04  in  the  following  vertoB  :—"  I,  ,  SghcBjlniMlcr 

"  'W  Puriiih  (if ,  Jo  idiicerBly  tnjiu  my  heart  prnfesa  uiii  ilet'lnre  Letui* 

*■ '.  »hn  nBsreheth  thu  hesrt.  tliot  I  deny,  liisoWTi,  and  nbhiT  liiose  tanefs 
•*fl  ilootrioeii  'rf  llie  l"*!*!  Romiili  Church,  vii.,  iho  Supreamoy  of  the  Po].e 
•"•I  BialiopB  tjf  Itome  otiir  all  pMtoni  uf  the  C»tholick  Church  ;  iiis  i>ower  and 
*<ltb^(j,  over  KingH.  PiiHoaa,  uid  St&t»,  anil  the  infaJlibility  tlmt  lie  pre- 
>»J«  tu.  either  withuut  ur  with  a  Qeiietnl  Council  ;  hU  power  of  dUpeneing 
ng  ;  Uie  doctriiieof  TruuBubBUntwtion,  and  the  Corporal  Preaciii'e, 
^;Ittl»  Cuuimuuiixi  without  tbo  cup  in  tlie  Sacrament  of  Lha  Lord's  Supgiur ; 
jtadontionand  aKriSue  prai'tiHcl  by  the  Popish  Church  in  llieMiuii;  llip 
I  of  Angoln  ami  Salnto  ;  the  nurahippiiig  of  Images,  Crosuti,  ami 

"• 2it 
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[prohibit]  their  scholars  to  speak  Earse  [Irish  or 
Gaelic]."  The  result  was  that,  while  the  jjreat 
majority  of  the  children,  who  knew  no  language  but 
Gaelic,  learned  mechanically  to  read  the  Proverbs, 
Confession  of  Faith,  Shorter  Catechism,  Vincents 
Catechism,  Protestant  Resolutions,  Pool's  Dialo^e, 
and  Guthrie's  Trials,  which  were  their  not  too 
attractive  school-books,  they  utterly  failed  to 
understand  what  they  read  ;  and  that  when  they 
left  school  they  left  their  books  and  their  "  leaniing" 
behind  them.  The  directoi-s  of  the  Society  at  last 
realised  the  error  of  their  ways  ;  and  in  1 767  they 
printed  a  Gaelic  translation  of  the  New  Testanieut, 
which  was  used  in  their  schools.  Translations  of 
other  works  followed,  and  in  1781  the  dii^ectors 
were  able  to  report  **  that  their  translations  have 
been  of  the  greatest  utility,  not  only  in  opening  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  knowledge,  but  in  givinfja 
greater  desire  to  learn  the  English  language  than 
they  had  ever  before  discovered."^  After  this  the 
teachers  Avorked  on  a  more  rational  svstem,  and  the 
ancient  tongue  w^as  treated  with  some  degree  of 
resj)ect.  In  the  schools  of  the  Gaelic  School  8<»ciety. 
which  was  founded  in  1811,^  Gaelic  spell ing-lx>oks 

Relic8  ;  the  doctrine  of  Sui>crerogation,  linlulgciioes.  ami  Purg;it«»n' :  wli^^ 
Service  an<l  Wornliip  in  an  unknown  tongue  :  ftll  which  tenets  unJ  ti^clrii** 
of  the  Hixid  Church  I  ]>eheve  to  l>e  contrary  to,  and  iuconsint^'Ut  will:.  ^ 
written  word  of  Gotl.  And  I  do  from  my  heart  deny,  disov^n,  and  dt'oliini 
the  said  doctrincH  and  tcnctis  of  the  Chuivh  uf  Rome,  a^•  in  the  j're^^n^*'*' 
God,  with(Mit  any  e(|uiv(H;ation  or  mental  reservation,  but  atv«»riUn,:  I"  it* 
known  and  plain  meaning  of  tlie  words  n»  to  me  offered  and  propn(»ed.  ^ 
help  me  (iod." 

^  Account  of  the  Society,  .lune.  17>0.  to  June,  17*^1. 

-  The  Gaelic  School  Society  wa«  dinsMdved  in  l.HO'J. 
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wvei-e  used,  atid  m   1817  similar  books  were  issued 

to     their  schoolmasters  by  the  oldei'   Society.     The 

bacl    old    system,    however,    long   survived    in    the 

Parish   School    of  Urquhart.     Mr    Daniel    Kerr,    a 

native    of    Perthshire,    who     presided    over    that 

institution  during  the  closing  years  of  last  century, 

and,  the  first  decade  of  the  present,  was  an  ardent 

believer  in  its  merit.     He  made  it  his  first  duty,  after 

the  opening  prayer,  to  hand  to  one  of  the  boys  a 

roughly  carved  piece  of  wood  which  was  called  "  the 

tessera."*     The  boy  transferred  it  to  the  first  pupU 

■who  was  heard  speaking  Gaelic.  .  That  offender  got 

nd    of  it  by  delivering  it  to  the  next,  who,  in  his 

tii'ii,  placed  it  in  the  hand  of  the  next  again.     And 

*>  the  tessera  went  round  without  ceasing.     At  the 

close  of  the  day  it  was  called  for  by  Mr  Kerr.     The 

diild    who   happened    to    possess    it    was    severely 

flogged,    and    then    told    to    hand    it    back    to    the 

011*3  from  whom  he  had  received  it.     The  latter  was 

flea.lt  with  iu  the  same  manner ;  and  so  the  dreaded 

tessera  retraced  its  course,  with  dire  consequences 

to     all    who    had    dared    to    express    themselves   in 

'    tb.e    only    language    which     they    knew,       When 

'    the  master  wore  his  red  night-cap  in  school,  as  he 

ofttn    did,    it    was    observed    that    he    was    more 

jaerciless  than  at  other  times,  and  the  children  came 

tfi  look    upon   the    awful    head-gear  as  a  tiling  of 

strange  and  evil  influence.     It  was  long  before  they 

iitra  (LaUD),H  siiuoreorquailrangulitrpieceof  woud  urol]iei*iiu\>sti>iice. 
•The  old  t«Bcliere  ronde  uao  of  Latin  wurda  in  &ii  amusing  uiaiiiipi*.     T"  this 
\   (Ui'  »n  l'r()ah«rt  Imj  »bo  wanW  to  liip  his  jwa  in  his  neiglO'DUr'!-  ijik-liotllo 
,  ■'  Thoii'  dhoinh  'juUKtn  "— "  Gite  me  a  yuniim  "—from  'jtUI'i.  ^  drop. 
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discovered  that  the  wearer's   irritability   on  th 
occasions    proceeded    from    a    sore    head    brouglii^t:^ 
on  by  the  previous  night  s  excessive  convivialit 
He   never    spared    the   rod ;  but   it   was    not    h 
only  instrument    of    punishment.     The    Fools-Ca. 
was  the  terror  of  the   children  ;  yet  they  Vlread 
the  Fox'-Skin  and  the  Necklace-of- Old-Bones  ev 
more.      Sometimes    Kerr    covered    the     offende 
head   with    the   cap,    and    his    shoulders   with 
evil-smelling  skin  of  a  fox,  and  placed  around  hk^ 
neck  a  string  of  bones.      Thus   adorned,  the 


had  to  proceed  into  the  open,  and  suffer  the  jeers     ^z>j 
his  companions  and  of  passers-by  ;  or  he  was  nia^::!.^ 
to  stand  in  the  centre  of  the  schoolroom,  while  hi  i"^ 
fellows  filed  past  and  spat  on  him  as  they  went  I 

But  even  in  Mr  Kerr's  time  school  life  was  not 
without   its   bright   seasons   and  pleasant  featureei 
The    boys   delighted    in    their    sports  —  the   shinty 
matches  between  the  Braes  and  the  Strath  beio^ 
specially  t^xcitin^.     More  interesting  still,  |)erhaps, 
was  the  annual  cock-tii^lit.     On  the  occasion  of  that 
irreat  event,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  bov  to  brinira 
well-fed  rooster  to  school.     If  he  failed  in  this  lie 
was  bound  to  pay  the  value  of  a  bird  to  the  school- 
master.    The  schoolroom  was  for  the  time  converttnl 
into  a  cock-pit ;    the  fights  took   place  before  the 
pupils  and  their  parents — the  minister,  as  a  nile, 
gracing    the    meeting    with    his   presence,    and  the 
schoolmaster  being  umpire  and  master  of  ceremonies. 
The   yictorious  birds  were   restored   to  their  pn)tia 
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swnerB — perhaps,  to  fi^ht  another  day.  The  dead 
lirds  and  the  "fugies,"  or  runaways,  became  the 
►rcperty  of  the  master,  whose  modest  stipend  was 
.Vius  in  no  small  measure  augmented.' 

Notwithstanding  the  backward  state  of  education 
lIi  the  past,  our  Parish  can  boast  of  not  a  few  who 
have  made  some  little  mark  in  the  field  of  literature. 

James  Grant  of  Corrimoay,  Advocate,  who  was 
bom  in  1743,  and  died  in  1835,  and  who  enjoyed 
tlie  friendship  of  such  literary  men  as  Henry 
Erakiue,  Henry  Mackenzie,  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
^d  Lord  Cockburn,  was  a  scholar  of  singular 
-^Tidition  and  attainments.  His  published  works 
""e,  an  account  of  our  Parish,  in  Sir  John  Sinclair's 
statistical  Account ;  "  Essays  on  the  Origin  of 
">ciety,  Language,  Property,  Government,  Juris- 
IJction,  Contracts,  and  Marriages,  interspersed  with 
^lustrations  fiom  the  Gaelic  and  Greek  Languages;" 
■ftd  "  Thoughts  on  the  Origin  and  Descent  of  the 
'ael.  with  an  Account  of  the  Picts,  Caledonians, 
'Qd  Scots,  and  Observations  relative  to  the  Author- 
Wp  of  the  Poems  of  Ossian."*     The  late  well-known 

'  These  reminUcencoB  were  communicated  to  the  Author  b;  old  nieii  who 
•"t  in  tlieir  boyhood,  attenrlofl  Kerr'a  gchool. 

'  Juuea  Grant's  tombatuae  at  Corrjmooy  bean  the  fuUoninf;  iuBcription 
'  Lotd  Cockburn :— "  Horn  lies  what  WM  mortal  of  James  Grant,  Eaquu*, 
*■"  lut  of  the  Grant*  of  Corriniony— Bom  13th  April,  1713,  Died  12th 
*pt*niber,  1835.  Literary,  amiable,  and  independent,  he  waa  one  of  the  rery 
**  of  hijj  cIms  who  in  his  ilay  promoted  the  priodplea  of  political  liltarlj, 
■Wt  have  since  triumphed.  He  lived  Ui  be  the  oldest  member  of  the 
^Uiah  Bar.  He  died,  the  la«t  of  a  race  that  fur  more  than  350  fean 
""Wiled  this  Glen,"  Mr  Grant  left  a  large  f«miir.  Corrimony  wm  wld 
"•*ott  hie  death. 
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novelist.  James  Grant,  was  his  grandson,  and  tl^^ 
representative  of  the  femily. 

Charles  Grant,  son  of  that  Alexander  Grant 
whose   devotion    to    Prince    Charles   cost    him  tb^ 
sitnation  of  forester  in  Glen-Urquhart,*  was  bom  in 
1746.     He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  ii^ 
the  charity  school  of  Milton,  where  his  grandfather 
resided,  and  afterwards  spent  some  time  at  a  school 
in  Rlv^Q*  with  the  aid  of  Shewglie's  son  Alexandeir, 
who  escaped  firom  Culloden  and  found  his  way  iX> 
India.       Entering   the   service  of  the   East   Indi^ 
Company,  he  rose  to  be  Chairman  of  the  Compan^r"". 
For    many   years    he    represented   the   coimty    o^ 
Inverness    in    Parliament.       He    was    the   author 
of  '*  Observations  on   the  State  of  Society  amorm^ 
the  Asiatic   Subjects  of  Great  Britain,"   publish^^i 
in    1792.   and   again   printed,  by  order  of  Parli^k- 
ment,  in   1813.     "I  can   sincerely  say,"   ob6erve<l 
Wilberforce  of  him  after  his  death  in  1 823,  "  th&t 
he  was  one  of  the  verv  best  men  I  ever  knew.     Anci 

m 

had  he  enjoyed  in  early  youth  the  advantages  of  a 
first-rate  education,  he  would  have  been  as  dis- 
tiucniished  in  literature  as  he  was  in  business."*  In 
1696,  his  great-grandfather  and  grandfather  oouW 
not  write  their  names  ;*  in  1801  his  sons  Chabl© 
(afterwards  Lord  Glenelg),  and  Robert  (aft/crwanb 

'  See  p.  250,  tmpnu 

^  Life  of  Wilberforce,  cbikp.  xzxtL  A  fine  portrmit  of  Charifli  Gnfl^ 
pttinteil  by  Raebam  at  Uie  ezpenie  of  tbe  Coonty  of  InTwueti,  it  io  tkt 
County  Buildings. 

'  Deed  of  169«,  at  ErdileM  CMtle,  agned  bj  a  noUry  on  tfaor  hAtH 
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Sir  Robert  Grant),  astonished  the  learned  world  by 
tVie  place  which  they  took  at  Cambridge — (Jharles 
beinfj  third  wrangler  and  first  medallist,  and  Robert, 
fourth  wrangler  and  second  medallist,  Charles' 
speeches  and  despatches  made  him  famous.  Robert 
published  in  1813  a  "Sketch  of  the  History  of  the 
East  India  Company  from  its  foundation  to  the 
passing  of  the  Regulating  Act,  in  1773,  with  a 
Summary  View  of  the  Changes  which  have  taken 
place  since  that  period  in  the  Internal  Adminis- 
tration of  British  India  ;"  and,  in  the  same  year, 
"The  Expediency  maintained  of  Continuing  the 
System  by  which  the  Trade  and  Government  of 
Ittdia  are  now  Regulated."  In  1839 — after  his 
deatli — were  published  his  "  Sacred  Poems,"  edited 
^y  Loi\l  Glenelg,  some  of  which  have  attained  great 
Popularity  in  the  Churches.' 

James  Grant,  son  of  that  James  Grant,  younger 
ot"  Shewglie,  who  was  imprisoned  in  Tilbury  Fort  in 
I7"46,  went  to  India  early  in  life,  and  devoted  much 
titne  to  the  study  of  the  systems  of  revenue  and 
\^nd  tenure  of  that  country.  Warren  Hastings 
'Appointed  liini  Resident  at  the  Nizam's  Court — an 


'  Cliitrlei  Uront  (Lord  GUnelg)  wiia  bnm  in  I7S3,  and  dictt  unmajTied  in 
I  }SSt.  Ho  reprcwiDtod  Invernsss-Bhire  froui  1918  till  he  was  raUeil  to  ihe 
IKwnge  in  1836.  During  lu^  long  politicnl  career  he  filled  tho  offices  of  Clilef 
Seoretan-  for  IraUnd,  PreBidonl  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Secretary  of  State  for 
tbe  Coliiiiies,  &«.  Sir  Robert  Urtuit  waa  for  a  time  Judge  Advocate-Oeneral. 
fn  ISS-t  he  wa«  appoiuted  Governor  of  Bomlny,  an  office  which  he  held  till  liin 
4]cAtb  in  1838.  His  son,  the  iireaeati  Sir  CLarlen  Qront,  vitu  for  a  tiiua 
ign  Secrotary  to  the  Oovoiiiment  of  India. 
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office  which  he  resigned  in  1783.*     He  wrote  sevei*^ 
treatises,  for  the  information  of  the  Government 
the  East  India  Company,  on  the  subjects  of  reveua  ^^ « 
agriculture,  and  land  tenure,  in  Bengal.     In  17^  8 
the  (Company's  Indian  Board  appointed  him  Chi^^?*'^ 
Serrishtadar,   and  placed  these  subjects  under  h  Ss 
control.     Tlie  appointment  was  approved  of  by 
Court  of  Directors  in  London,  who,  on  20th  August 
wrote  to   their  representatives  in  the  East : — ** 
any  new  appointment  was  necessary,  you  could  n^ 
have  pitched  upon  a  more  capable  servant  than 
James  Grant,  whose  industry  and  peculiar  talen 
for  investigation  had  been  so  well  demonstrated 
the  great   mass  of  materials  he  had  obtained,  ar^mci 
ably  digested  in  his  several  laborious  productio^ns 
concerning    the    history    of    our    Possessions    ar'^:^^ 
Revenues."     In   1790  he  printed  a  disquisition  «.z>ii 
the  nature  of  Zemindary  tenures,  and  sent  a  copi>  v 
of  it  to  Pitt,  aloncr  with  a  lonor  letter  on  the  sarMT  e* 
subject.     On  retiring  from  service  he  purchased  t  l:i«:* 
estate  of  Redcastle.     He  died  in  1808. 

^  The  fol  lowing  letter  was  addressed  to  Grant  on  the  occasion  of      *>»* 
resignation  : — 

"  Fort- William  [CalcutU].  27th  March,  17S8. 

"Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  concerned  that  the  ill  state  of  your  Heiifcl'^ 
obliges  you  to  relinquish  an  Employment  in  which  your  Talents  might  l*-***'* 
been  so  eminently  useful  to  the  Public. 

*'  Wishing   to  know  the   Sentiments  of  Nizam  Ally   Khawn  upon    tl»* 
Appointment  of  the  Successor  to  you  as  the  Resident  at  his  Court,  I  tfc»^* 
written  the  enclosed  Letter,  which  I  request  you  w^ill  be  pleased  to  forwir*!  ^^ 
him  with  as  much  Expedition  as  possible. 

"I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedt.  humble  Servant, 

"Warrbjc  Hastings." 
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111  1  "40,  Alexander  Chisholra  of  Chieholm  married 
Elizabeth,  daufjhter  of  Mackenzie  of  Applecrosa ; 
and  lier  half-siBter,  Cluistian  —  an  illegitimate 
daughter  of  Applecross — accompanied  her  to  Strath- 
^\hss.  Christian  became  the  wife  of  Fiiilay  Mac- 
milian,  the  son  of  a  crofter  or  small  farmer  in 
Buntait.  Two  sons  of  the  luairiage,  John  and 
Blchanax,  were  educated  with  The  Chisholm's 
children,  and  afterwards  settled  in  London — John 
*«  a  journalist,  and  Buchanan  as  a  printer.  The 
letter  rose  to  be  printer  to  George  the  Third  and 
^'6  Prince  Regent,  and  books  printed  by  him  are 
luently  met  with.  He  died  at  Belladrum  in 
82,  and  his  dust  lies  in  the  Newton  burial-ground, 
thin  the  Priory  of  Beauly.'  The  literary  produc- 
^"106  of  John,  who  died  young,  cannot  now  be 
"ientified,  and  all  that  is  known  of  them  is  contained 
**  an  extravagant  epitaph  on  his  tombstone  at  Kil- 
*ior© — probably  the  ■work  of  his  friend,  the  eccentric 
■^  Gilljei-t  Stuart,  the  defender  of  Mary  Queen  of 
**^t8 : — "  Under  this  Stone  are  Deposited  the 
■^^mains  of  John  McMillan,  a  Man  whose  Friend- 
bp  and   Benevolence    Endeared  his   Name    to  all 

P  Hi«  tomlHtone  bears  the  following  lOfKription  : — "  Here  uro  Dspodteil 
™  RemwM  of  BuuhiDM  McMillnQ,  Ear!.      Boni  in  the  Olen  of  Urquhirt,  in 

**  Cuunty,  he  iravcUed  from  Eaglanil  that  be  laigbt  revive,  or  eipire,  in  hu 
**j»eair,  anJ   itied  »l    BdUdruiii  Houie  on  the  6th  Sitpteraber    1832,  inlii* 

""b  jeor.  As  a  husband,  father,  and  friend,  he  wm  cunspiuunuBly  giHid  tmd 
'*''>««.  Hi*  industry,  fidelity,  and  punctuality  rawed  hiin  to  »ffluenco  in  his 
^^vion  aa  >  printer  in  LundoD,  where  lie  long  resided,  beloved  uid  respected 
''  hu  bospitality  and  integrity.  The  graceful  piety  of  bin  grund -daughter, 
^^  Chrislian  Blagdun,  has  erected  this  stone  tu  commemorate  his  virtues," 
!  painting  of  Macmillan,  presented  l>y  himself  to  hia  friend,  Mr  Kraser 
DOW  in  the  posseBHuD  of  the  .\utlior. 
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who  knew  Him.  Studious  in  the  Attainment  of 
Literary  Pre-eminence,  His  Productions  bear  a 
lasting  Monument  of  his  Merits.  His  Wit  was 
poignant  without  Invective.  His  Genius,  copious 
without  redundancy.  His  Essays  are  esteemed  as 
Models  of  Ease,  Elegance,  Energy,  and  Humour. 
His  Poetry  is  Affecting,  Descriptive,  and  Sublime. 

If  e'er  the  Man  of  Genius  tread  this  yard, 
And  feel  tlic  god-like  phrenzj  of  the  Bard, 
Here  let  him  pause  and  cast  his  wand'ring  eyes, 
Where  Wit  extinct  with  John  McMillan  lies ; 
One  who  possessed  all  Virtues  to  admire, 
The  flame  of  Friendship,  and  the  Attic  fire ; 
Weary  of  Life,  tho^  young,  he  kissed  the  Sod, 
Preserved  his  Fame  with  Man,  his  Soul  with  God. 

He  died  the  11th  Day  of  Feb.   1774,  in  the  25th 
year  of  his  Age."^ 

*  The  tombstone  beara  the  following  further  inscription  : — "  Alao  [under 
this  stone  arc  dcporiitetl]  the  Remains  of  Christian  McMillan,  Mother  of  JohQ 
McMillan,  who  departetl  this  Life  the  27th  Day  of  >Iarch  1781,  in  the54Ui 
Year  of  her  Age.  To  the  affectionate  Wife,  the  tender  Mother,  the  pi<«» 
Christian,  and  the  friend  of  Distress,  she  united  every  other  Virtue  thatcoold 
adorn  her  Sex,  and  give  a  Hope  of  future  Immortality.  This  Memento  ifl  W 
down  by  an  aged  Husband  and  Father,  as  a  last  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  la 
affectionate  Wife  and  a  dutiful  Son." 

It  is  relatcfl  of  Finlay  Macmillan,  that  after  his  marriage  he  wii  ■> 
destitute  that  his  father  had  to  give  him  more  than  one  c«  »w  for  food  for  him- 
self and  his  young  wife  and  family.  There  was,  indeed,  only  one  cow  left,  M" 
vs-ith  it  the  old  man  firmly  refusetl  to  |>art.  But  as  he  lay  in  bet!  one  eight  h» 
heard  a  voice  at  the  window  : — "  Qabh  mar  gheibh,  'us  gheibh  marchaithcw— 
'us  thoir  a  bho  ruadh  do  dh-Fhionnlaidh  !  " — "  Take  as  you  get,  and  ycn^t^ 
as  you'll  sixind — and  give  the  red  cow  to  Finlay  !  *'  "I  will,  I  vinl\ ! "  reptirf 
the  terrified  ol<l  man  ;  and  next  morning  the  red  cow  went  the  way  (rf  the 
others.  Better  days  came  upon  Finlay,  and  his  later  years  were  pasMd  in  eoD»* 
fort  through  the  filial  generosity  of  his  sen  Buchanan,  whose  name  is  com- 
memorated in  the  Glen  by  Fuaran  Channain — Buchanaa's  Well— i*'^ 
Corrimony  Bridge. 
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Patrick  Grant,  of  Lakefield  (born  1795),  who 
succeeded  to  Redcastle,  and  was  married  to  a  sister 
of  Lord  Glenelg,  took  a  keen  interest  in  journalism 
in  the  exciting  days  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  and 
Reform.  He  was  for  a  time  principal  proprietor  of 
the  famous  Sun,  He  afterwards  ceased  his  con- 
nection with  that  paper,  and  started  the  T?i6C  S^m, 
which  he  managed  so  extravagantly  that  it  involved 
him  in  financial  difficulties,  and  he  had  to  sell  Red- 
castle. He  died  in  1855,  and  is  buried  under  the 
beautiful  family  monument  at  Cnocan  Burraidh, 
near  Blairbeif. 

James  Grassik,  son  of  Peter  Grassie,  Sui)ervisor  of 
Excise,  Diaimnadrochit,  published  in  1843  a  volume 
of ''  Legends  of  the  Highlands,  from  Oral  Tradition." 
The  scenes  of  his  tales  are  chiefly  laid  in  our  Parish 
and  neighbouring  glens. 

William  Grant  Stew^vrt,  factor  of  Urquhart, 
although  not  a  native  of  our  Parish,  resided  in  it  for 
many  years,  during  which  he  i)u])lished  **  Songs  of 
Glen- Urquhart,"  **The  Popular  Superstitions  and 
Festive  Amusements  of  the  Highlanders  of  Scot- 
land,"  and  **  Lectures  on  the  Mountains,  or  The 
Highlands  and  Highlanders,  as  they  were  and  is 
they  are."  He  died  at  Viewville,  Drumnadrochit, 
in  1870.  By  his  will  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £50 
to  the  Urquhart  Parish  School,  with  directions  that 
the  annual  interest  should  be  applied  in  the  purchase 
of  prizes.* 

'  By  virtue  of  a  Scheme  of  the  Educational  Eudowmcnts  (Scotland) 
Commiasion,  dated  3rd  December,  1886,  Stewart's  Bequest,  and  a  bequest  of 
£10  a  year  by  the  late  Evan  Cameron,  are  now  amalgamated,  and  administered 
by  the  School  Board. 
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Angus  Macdonald,  son  of  John  Macdonald,  the 
noted  schoohnaster  and  catechist  of  Bunloit,  pub- 
lished in  1836  Seannoha  leis  an  UiTam.  Ealph 
KrscitLe — a  Gaelic  tiunBlation  of  four  sermons  by 
Ilalpb  Erskine — which  attained  considerable  popu- 
larity;  and,  in  1869,  a  translation  of  a  sermon 
by  Spur^feon  on  the  Hea<l  of  the  Church.  He 
was  a  bard  of  great  merit,  his  poem  on  the 
Highlanders  in  the  Crimea,  and  his  Lament  for 
Lord  Clyde,  being  especially  powerful  and  felicitous. 
He  was  the  first  Bard  of  the  Gaelic  Society  of~^ 
Invemess,  and  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

William  Somerleu  SLvcdonald,  who  was  bon«-^^:-^ 

at  Meiklie-na-h-Aitnich  about  the  year  1815,  pub— 

liahed  a  Gaelic  translation  of  Banyan's  "  Water  "  ^  ^  f 
Life,"  and  also  translations  of  the  hymns  "  Abid__^_  ^ 
with  nie,"  and  "  Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee,"  At  tirt~-—  ( 
engaged  in  teaching  in  Scotland  and  England,  br^^^e 
latterly  took  orders  In  the  Church  of  England,  "' — ^  J 
died  at  Hennock,  Devonshire,  in  1884. 

James  Grant,  son  of  Grigor  Grant,  Balnagla_i_  ■^. 
was  an  accomplished  charter  scholar,  who,  in  additi-tna 
to  assisting  Mr  Cosmo  Innes  and  Professor  ]^Ias8<z:s 
in    connection    with    the    Government    publication   tj 
edited    by    them,   gave    to    the    public    in    1876        a 
valuable  "History  of  the   Burgh   Schools  of  Sef»-~t- 
land."     He  was  engaged  *at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1885,  on  a  similar  work  on  the  Parish  Schools.    ^3Ej' 
his  will  he  bequeathed  a  simi  of  £500  to  the  Sclic»<ii 
Board  for  the  establishment  of   a    "  James  GiiJot 
Bursary,"  open  to  boys  who  have  been  bom  in  tifce 
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Parish,  or  have  attended  any  of  the  public  schools 
in  the  Parish  for  not  less  than  two  years. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Sinclair,  son  of  Robert 
Sinclair,  tenant  of  Borlum,  published  in  1865  a 
Gaelic  translation  of  the  Memoir  and  Remains  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Murray  McCheyne.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  an  interesting  work — "  Reminiscences 
of*  the  Life  and  Labours  of  Dugald  Buchanan" — 
and  of  numerous  articles  in  magazines  and  news- 
PB,pK5r8  on  subjects  connected  with  the  Highlands. 
H^  was  minister  of  the  Free  Church  at  Kenmore, 
P^rxhshire,  where  he  died  in  1888. 

Tliese,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  still  survive,^ 
aiici  of  Archibald  Grant,  to  whom  reference  will 
'^^f^after  be  made,  are  the  only  authors  connected 
^J^th  our  Parish  who  have  ventured  to  put  their  pro- 
ductions in  print.  But  there  were  many  bards  and 
^^^^^riachies  in  the  past  whose  compositions  were  left 
t^  "tlie  caprice  of  oral  tradition.  These  have  not  all 
^^t,  the  same  fate.  Beautiful  tales  and  ballads  still 
®^i*xnve,  of  whose  authors  nothing  is  known.  On 
'h^  other  hand,  of  the  eftusions  of  John  the  Bard, 
*h^  first  of  the  name  of  Grant  who  owned  Uiquhart, 
P^ohably  not  one  line  remains  ;    and  Iain   Mabach, 

*  Tlic  following  (flen-rrquhart  authors  still  liv(;  : — Mi.^s  A.  C.  Chambers, 

ll'*^^i*ily,    author    of    ''Life    in    the    Walls,"    'Mill    ot'    Diilveny,"  '^  Life 

'    *^*^orgn>uncl,"     "  Uobin     the    Bold,"     ''Away    on     the    M(»orlan«l,"   *' The 

'^l^lienl  of  Anlmuir,''  "  Annuls  <»f  Hartfell  Clmse, "  "  Amid  the  (irecnw«>>d,** 

..     '^    **^  The  Teuania  of  (iortimead  :*'    Miss  CannTon,  late  of  Lakeheld,  author  of 

**^  House    of    Achcndiiroch  ;"    Kev.    K.    S.    Miicdonald,   D.L).,    Calcutta, 

*^^^l*orof  "TheVcdic  Keligion,"  "Home's  Relation  to  the  Bible,"  and  other 

^***'V?< :  Mr  Alexander  Matxlougall,  bcluHilniairtter,  Corrimony,  translator  into 

"'^^lic  t»f  Owen's  "Conimuni«»n  with   (i<Kl  ;"  and   Uev.  Alexander  Chisholm, 

**^lashiu,  author  of  '*  The  Bible  in  the  Light  of  Nature,  i»f  Man,  and  of  GwL" 
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an  ancient  bard  of  the  Braes,  is  remembered,  not  b'N 
his  songs,  but  by  the  regret  to  which  he  ga^"^ 
expression  on  his  death-bed  — "  Nach  maith  - 
gheallach  chreach  sin,  's  nach  urrain  dhomhsa  feu-  ^ 
a  dheanamh  dhi ! "  "  Isn't  that  a  beautiful  moon  f^ 
a  cattle-spoil,  and  that  I  am  unable  to  make  use 
her ! " 

Of  the  bards  whose  names  and  productions  ha — 

come  down  to  us,  the  oldest,  perhaps,  is  Iain  M 

EoBHAiN   Bhain,   who   flourished  in  Glenmorist— 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century.     Later  in  the  sac;:i: 
century,  Donald  Donn  sang  much  in  and  concerni_ 
our  Parish ;  and  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  Y*vr~  i 
Macdoxald  composed  a  descriptive  poem  on  C*o/> 
iararaidh  in  Glenmoriston,  which  formed  the  nioc7e/ 
of  Duncan  Macintyre's  better  known  "  Coirechea^A. 
aich."     Alexander  Grant  of  Shewglie,  who  whs 
a   cultured   player  on  the   violin  and  harp,   wrote 
a   welcome   to    Prince  Charles ;   and  his  daugliter, 
Janet,  wife  of  Cameron  of  Clunes,  a  stirring  song  in 
praise  of  Lochiel  of  The  Forty-Five. 

Alexander  Grant  (Alasdair  Mac  Iain  Bhain), 
the  most  gifted  of  the  bards  of  our  Parish,  w«^s  the 
second  son  of  John  Grant,  Aclinagoneran,  and  ^vas 
born  about  the  year  1772.  He  early  joined  the 
army ;  and  saw  service  in  Denmark,  Portugul, 
Spain,  France,  and  the  West  Indies.  During 
his  Avanderincrs  he  was  solaced  and  cheered  hv 
the  fellowship  of  the  Highland  muse ;  and  his 
songs  possess  great  merit,  containing  vivid  glimps*^ 
of  the  life  of  the  British  soldier  durintr  the  events 
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^vtiich  followed  the  French  Revolution,  and  hivathin^ 
blaming  aifection  to  the  scenes  and  companions  of 
Wis  childhood  and  youth.  Of  his  native  Glenmor- 
iston,  and  the  joy  of  revisiting  it,  he  aang  and 
tirearaed  for  years  ;  hut  his  dreams  and  hopes  were 
not  to  be  realised.  The  longed-for  furlough  at  last 
canoe,  and  the  happy  soldier  travelled  northwards  ; 
but  at  Seann-T(damh,  above  Dtumnadrochit,  and 
'w^ithin  a  few  hours' journey  of  his  father's  house,  he 
■w^as  suddenly  taken  ill,  and,  unable  to  proceed 
fur-tlier,  he  sought  shelter  under  the  hospitable  roof 
of  ' '  Bean  a'  Ghriasaiche  Ghallda,"  and  there  expired. 
He  was  buried  in  the  first  instance  in  Kilmore,  and 
>t  is  still  told  that  while  a  young  woman,  whose 
"&art  he  had  won  and  retained,  lay  on  his  grave 
"W^eeping,  she  imagined  she  heard  moans  from  beneath 
"^r,  On  her  reporting  this  the  grave  was  opened, 
**ii<3  it  was  found  that  the  body  had  turned  in  the 
*^oflBn,  and  was  lying  face  downwards !  It  was 
"Amoved  to  Glenmoriston,  and  the  churchyard  of 
■lri.-\-ermorlston  now  holds  the  dust  of  Alasdair  Mac 
Ia.in  Bliain.' 

"Braigh  E,usgaich"^the  only  song,  so  far  as  is 
*Xiown,  composed  by  Iain  Mac  Dhughaill,  Bunloit 
~~ — lias  for  the  last  eighty  or  ninety  years  continued 
\  to  Iw  one  of  the  most  popular  songs  of  the  district 
fc  *f"  Loch  Ness.  It  was  composed  in  Edinburgh, 
^L  *fcere  the  bard  died  in  the  early  yeai-s  of  the 
^H  present  century,  and  happily  depicts  Nature  in  her 


'  Alwdur'a  aongK,  cnllected  by  ibe  Autbor,  ar 
tf  Uw  OiHilic  Sndclj'  of  InvenieBH,  Vol.  X. 
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pleasantest  moods,  and  gives  pathetic  expression  to 
his  strong  desire  for  the  peace^  solitudes  of  Brae 
Ruiskich. 

John   Grant,  Aonach,   who  took  part  in  the 
siege    of   Gibraltar,  composed    songs   and    hymns ;  ^ 
while  his  son  Archibald  Grant  (Archie  Tailleir, 
born    in    1785),   was   the    author  of  a   volume 
poems,  which   was  published  in   1863.      Archibal 
was  a  noted  seanachie,  and  his  productions  aboun 
in  interesting  allusions  to  ancient  traditions.     H* 
died  in  1870,  and  was   buried  with  his  fathers  i' 
Clachan  Mhercheird. 

Among  others  who  have  successfully  wooed  t 
Highland   muse    during    the   present    century 
Angus  MacCulloch,  Bullburn  ;  Lewis   Camero*- 
Drumnadrochit;  Angus  Macdonald,  who  has  slIt 
been  referred  to  ;  and  William  Mackay,  Blairb^^^^^ 
— all  now  deceased — as  well  as  more  than  one  ^»^^^Mna 


y 


are  still  with  us.     Bardism,  it  is  pleasant  to  reco 
has  not    yet   ceased   to    exist   in    our   Glens ;  o^^cid 
Glenmoriston,  especially,  is  still  the  favoured  retri^^;^^ 
of  that    Spirit   of  Poesy   which  so  greatly    and       sa 
beneticially  influenced  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parisi 
in  the  Olden  Times.^ 

^  See  Appendix  (.)  tor  selectinn.s  from  the  produftitnis  of  the  liini?«  o^   f/,g 
PariMh. 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

FOLKLORE  IN  THE  PARISH. 

o1k-!ore. — ■  Decline  of  the  Ceilidh. — Satau  in  the 
Pftriah.— His  Conflicts  with  tbe  Men.— The  Death  of  the 
Factor. — Fair  Eweo  of   the  Goblin. — Haga  and  Goblins.— 

»CaiUeach  n*  Chrathaich. — Destruction  of  the  Macmillans. — 
Ciiilleauh  Allt-an-Diinain. — Death  of  Macdougalts  and  Muu- 
doDolds.— Cuilleuch  Allt-Suigh.— CLulloachCbragaJn-ua-Caillicli. 
—Donald  Macrae's  Adventure. — Daibhidh  and  Mor  of  CoitL- 
Dho.^Their  Vend  against  ilie  Men  of  Urquhart. — Bocau  mi 
Sleabbaich.— The  White  Mare  of  Corn- Dho.— The  Death  of 
Alftsdair  Cntatli.— The  Fairies  and  their  Haunts.— Theft  of 
Mothers  and  Babes.  — Other  Depredations.  —  Fairy  Loti.'- 
makiug  and  its  Results. — Gay  Life  in  Fairy  Kuowes.  — Tlie 
Fwry  Smith  of  Tomaahee. — ^The  WiCclies  of  tKe  Pariuh. — 
Their  Pastimes  and  Pursuits.— Divin  at  ion.  ^Dcad  Men  and 
Demon  Cats. — A  Famous  Seer.  —  The  Evil  Eye.- — Second 
Sight. — Sacrifices  and  Safeguards. 

*'<^Ui-LORE,  before  the  days  of  the  Schoolmaster  and 

^t»-e  Men,  must  have  bulked  largely  in  the  every-day 

*^i4e)  of  the  inhabitauts  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston, 

■*^'>i''en   after    the    appearance    of    these    destructive 

^:^^ncies,  it  long   held  its   ground    in    the    Parish, 

^■fcliough    with    a    gradually    diminishing  vitality. 

■^ritil     within    the     last     twenty-five     years,     the 

I      People   spent    the    winter    evenings    around    some 

I       '^■Vourite    fireside,    whei-e    tales    were    told,    poems 

■      '^^clted,  songs  sung,  and  riddles    propounded — tlje 

I      "^^ad  of  the  house  employing  himself  the  while  in 

m. 27_ 
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making  a  creel,  or  whittling  into  shape  a  wooden 
ladle  or  some  other  article  of  domestic  utility ;  and 
the  good-wife  in  plying  the  distaff,  or  gently  dri\nng 
the  spinning-wheel.  A  great  and  sudden  change— 
and  in  some  of  its  aspects  a  regrettable  one — has, 
however,  taken  place.  The  ancient  institution  of 
the  ceilidh,^  which  nurtured  good  fellowship  and 
good  feeling,  has  all  but  disappeared.  The  penny 
newspaper  has  taken  the  place  of  the  tale  and  the 
song ;  and  present  political  and  social  questions,  with 
all  their  appeaLs  to  self-interest  and  cupidity,  occupy 
the  minds  of  men  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of 
the  deeds  of  the  Feinne,  and  of  the  traditional  heroes 
of  the  Parish.  And  so  the  ancient  lore  is  allowed 
to  decay,  and  no  new  seanachies  arise  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  as  they,  one  after  another,  disappear 
into  the  unknown. 

Of  the  historical  legends  which  of  old  formed  no 
small  portion  of  the  folk-lore  of  the  Parish,  some  use 
has  been  made  in  the  preceding  pages.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  deal  briefly  in  this  chapter  with  that  branch 
of  it  which  may  be  placed  under  the  head  of  The 
Supernatural. 

Satan,  who  is  familiar  to  us  under  the  various 
names  of  An  DiabJial,  An  Droch  Spiorad,  An 
Droch  Rudy  An  Namhady  An  Riahhach — that  is. 
The  Devil,  The  Evil  Spirit,  The  Evil  Thing,  The 
Adversary,  The  Speckled  One — occupies  the  first 
place  in  our  local  system  of  demonology.  In  impious 
imitation   of    the    Godhead,    he    consists   of  three 

^  Ceilidh  (pronounced  kaUy)  :  a  fire-side  social  gathering. 
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persons — the  Black  Devil,  the  Speckled,  and  the 
White,  the  latter  being  the  most  dangerous,  not 
anly  on  account  of  his  excessive  share  of  evit,  but 
also  because  of  his  hypocrisy  and  the  difficulty  of 
distinguishing  hira  from  an  angel  of  light.  The 
Devil's  appearances  have  been  without  number,  but 
he  lias  lieen  specially  troublesome  to  the  Men. 
Early  in  the  pVL-sent  ceutury  an  elder  was  urgently 
'Called  upon,  on  a  dark  night,  to  visit  a  dying  mau 
who  had  not  led  the  most  exemplary  of  lives.  The 
elder  hastened  to  the  sufferer's  house,  but  his  pro- 
gress was  soon  interrupted  by  the  cries  of  a  child. 
Making  for  the  spot  from  which  they  came,  he  found 
an  infant  lying  under  a  bush,  and  apparently  in 
great  distress.  To  wrap  it  in  liis  plaid  and  take  it 
on  his  back  was  but  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  he 
again  pressed  forward  to  administer  the  consolations 
of  religion  to  the  suffering  sinner.  By-and-bye, 
however,  as  he  ascended  a  steep  hill,  his  burden 
became  so  heavy  that  he  was  forced  to  sit  down  on 
a  bank  and  rest.  When  he  tried  to  resume  his 
journey  he  found  it  impossible  to  rise,  and  he  then 
looked  behind  and  saw,  to  his  amazement,  not  the 
child,  but  a  great  hideous  monster  which  glared 
Upon  him  with  flaming  eyes,  and  clutched  him  with 
iorny  fingers  about  the  throat  until  he  was  weU- 
tiigh  strangled.  The  good  man  at  once  realised  that 
this  was  the  Evil  One  endeavouring  to  keep  him 
iway  from  the  death-bed,  and  he  invoked  the  aid 
4nd  protection  of  the  Trinity  —  whereupon  the 
E^emy  disappeared  in  a  flash  of  light,  and  interfered 
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with  him  no  more.  Hurrying  on,  he  soon  i-eachc' 
the  dying  man,  and  was  the  means  of  bringing  peao 
to  his  snul  before  he  closed  his  eyes  for  ever. 

A  somewhat  similar  story  relates  how  one  of  the 
Men,  journeying  at  night,  came  to  the  old  ford  ni 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Enerick,  with  the  intentioi 
of  crossing.  On  reaching  the  bank  he  found  th^ 
stream  high,  and  a  boy  making  iueffectiial  efforts  tea 
wade  across.  Placing  the  boy  on  his  back  h^ 
entered  the  water.  When  in  mid-channel,  howevecrM 
his  kMul  became  unbearably  heavy,  and  on  lookin-  _, 
back  he  found  that  he  was  carrying  an  Evil  Thi 
of  great  size,  which  was  trying  hard  to  press  hi 
under  the  water.  In  his  distress  he  called  upon  tt^i^-^^ 
Trinity,  and  instantly  the  Fiend  vanished  into  tfc^^, 
dark. 

A  man  of  well  known  piety  and  gi-ace,  who  ^v.^»j 
an  ornament  in   the  Church,  married  a  woman       <o{' 
equally  good    disposition   and    temper;    and    mucsl 
blessing  was  expected  to  result  from  the  union,     ffo^w 
disappointed  and  scandalized,  therefore,  were  all  goo-d 
people  when  it  became  known  that  the  couple  ha,<l 
given  themselves  up  to  discord  and  stril'e.  iuid  ib^m-t 
their  fireside  was  the  most  unhappy  in  the  Pariat    ■ 
Means  taken  to  get  them  to  agree  had  no  effect—^ 
each  declaring  that  tlie  other  was  a  fiend  and  roase*^ 
feelings  of  a  most  fiendish  nature.     At  last  one  »^ 
the  Men  called,  in  sorrow  and  shame,  with  the  view 
of  pleading  with  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  scandal. 
On  approaching  the  house  he  was  distressed  to  hear 
high  sounds  of  anger  and  wrath.     Going    to  the 
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''iniiow  he  saw  the  husband  and  wife  in  the  height 
f  a  terrible  quairel.  He  also  saw  that  they  were 
ot,  alone.  Between  them  moved  continually  a 
ejiulsive-looking  thing  which  did  its  beet  to  keep 
h^m  going.  When  the  husband  gave  up,  the  Evil 
'tiing  appeared  to  scratch  and  bite  hira  ;  and  he 
"i^tantly  started  afresh.  When  the  woman's  tongue 
la^kened  speed,  she  was  attacked  in  the  same  way ; 
Kud  on  she  went  with  renewed  energy.  Rightly 
including  thaL  the  mysterious  being  was  the 
■  ^mpter  himself,  the  Man  boldly  entered  the  house, 
ricj,  severely  reprimanding  the  couple,  asked  them 
""Viether  they  knew  in  whose  company  they  were. 
-  «»ey,  however,  had  seen  nothing;  but  on  his  sug- 
r^Stion  they  agreed  to  join  him  in  prayer — with  the 
'^'Sidt  that  the  Fiend  flew  up  the  chimney,  and  that 
*^ace  ever  afterwards  reigned  in  the  house. 

The  Devil's  motive  in  harassing  good  men,  and 
'I'eating  a  scandal  in  connection  with  a  pious  couple, 
s  not  far  to  seek  ;  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  under 
't.a.nd  why  he  delighted  in  harassing  and  destroying 
-•JOBe  who  were  supposed  to  have  voluntarily  entered 
"Us  own  service.  The  case  of  the  factor  who  perse- 
-■Uted  the  righteous,  and,  as  his  reward,  was  beaten 
«»  death  by  the  Fiend,  is  well  known,  and  has 
^it-eady  been  related.^  Equally  well  authenticated  is 
^^e  history  of  Eobhan  Ban  a'  Bhocaiii — Fair  Ewen 
<*?  the  Goblin.  Ewen,  who  resided  at  Glenmoriston 
some  eighty  or  a  hundred  yeai-s  ago,  entered  into  an 
Unfortunate  paction  with  Satan,  under  which  he  was 
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b<3urui  no  serve  him,  aad  to  render  an  account  of  his 
stewardship  every  night  before  cock-crow.  For  a 
time  Ewen  jSuthfiillv  carried  oat  the  terms  of  his 
agreement,  and  met  his  Master  every  night.  But 
the  latter  grew  more  and  more  exacting,  and  Ewen 
bt^jan  to  repent.  He  tried  to  break  off  his  nocturnal 
interviews :  bat.  no  matter  where  he  was  when  the 
hoar  ot'  meeting  arrived,  something  within  him 
forced  him  to  keep  the  appointment.  With  the 
view  of  o^ttin^j  rid  of  his  tormentor,  he  sailed  for 
America.  Bat  at  sea  the  Evil  Thing  met  him  nightly, 
and  he  troabled  him  so  cruellv  in  America  that  he 
was  glad  to  come  back  to  his  own  country.  After 
his  return  the  meetings  were  tor  a  period  kept  as 
before,  but  at  last  Ewen  arranged  with  certain  of 
his  neighbours  that  they  should  spend  a  night  with 
him  in  his  house,  and  prevent  his  going  out— by 
torce.  if  necessary.  The  men  accordingly  sat  with 
him.  As  the  usual  hour  approached  Ewen  became 
restless,  and  felt  impelled  to  leave.  His  companions 
refusal  to  let  him  go,  and  in  the  end  bound  him 
hand  and  foot.  Then  arose  a  high,  shrieking  wind 
that  sho«3k  the  house  to  its  foundations,  and  strange 
sounds  and  noises  were  heard  which  became  so 
terrible  that  Ewen  was  released-  The  unfortucate 
man  walked  forth  into  the  dark.  He  did  not  return. 
and  next  morninff  his  dead  bodv  was  found  stark 
and  stiff  on  a  neighbouring  h^ath. 

The  Hags  and  Goblixs  that  haunted  certain 
localities  were  almost  as  much  dreaded  as  the  Devi'- 
The  worst  of  these  was  Cailleach  a'  CHRATHAicBt 
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■t»^  Hag  of  the  CrSach — a  wild  and  mountainous 

*-*-Strict  lying  between  Corrimony  and  the  Braes  of 

'^*"l«nmonston.     This    being    rejoiced    in    the   death 

■**     men,  the  MacniiUans  being  especially  the  objects 

•^f  her  fierce  niahce.     Her  manner  was  to  accost  some 

^*^»iely  wayfarer  across  the  wilds,  and  secretly  deprive 

t»ini  of  his  bonnet.     As  he  travelled  on  in  ignorance 

"^"P  his  loss,  she  rubbed  the  bonnet  with  might  and 

*^"Xaiu.     As  the  bonnet  was  worn  thin  by  the  friction, 

the  man  grew  weary  and  faint,  until  at  last,  when  a 

tiole  appeared  in  it,  he  dropped  down  and  died.     In 

tliis  way  fell  at  least  five  Macmillans  within  the  last 

Wundred  years — and  all  were  found  in  the  heather 

"^^■ithout  a  mark  of  violence.     Very  few  escaped  from 

Ijer  toils.     One  evening,  Donald  Macmillan,  Balma- 

caan,    met    her    at     Cragan    a'    Chrathaich,     and 

exchanged  a  passing  salutation  witli  her.     He  went 

on  his  way  unaware  of  the  fact  that  she  had  taken 

Viis  bonnet.     His  eyes  were,  however,  soon  opened, 

and  he  hastened  back  to  the  Cragan,  where  he  found 

Tier    rubbing  his  head-gear  with  great  vigour.     A 

terrible  sti'uggle    took    place    for  its  possession,  in 

which  he  in  the  end  prevailed ;  but  as  he  hurried 

away  from  her  she  hissed  into  his  ear  that  he  would 

die  at  nine  o'clock  on  a  certain  evening.     When  the 

evening  arrived,  his  family  and  neighbours  gathered 

around  liim,  and   prayed  and   read  the  Scriptures. 

The  hag's  words  were,  however,  to  be  fulfilled,  and, 

as  the  clock  struck  the  fatal  hour,  he  fell  back  in  his 

chair  and  expired. 
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As  Cailleach  a'  Ohrathaich,  who  was  last  seen  V>5 
a  member  of  the  Clan  Macdougall  who  is  now  desa-Oi 
but   whose   son  still  lives  in  the   Parish,  was  tl^^ 
enemy  of  the  Macmillans,  so  Cailleach  Allt-a^^^^" 
DrxAix  was   the   enemy  of  the   Macdougalls  ax"*-^ 
Macdonalds.     As  her  name  bears,  her  home  was     ^^ 
AUt-an-Dilnain — that    burn    which    runs   from   t^''*^ 
Monadh    Leumnach    down   through    the    lands      *=^f 
Clunebeg  until  it  falls  into  the  Coilty,   near  tl^*-* 
Clunebeg  bridge.     Many  a  man  did  slie  waylay  ar^^^ 
destroy  on  his  way  across  the  bleak  Monadh  Leuir*"^  ■ 
nach.      She    slew    Somerled    Macdonald    about        -^ 
hundred  years  ago,  at  a  place  on  the  Bunloit  to£^^  i 
still  marked  by  his  cairn — Carn  Shomhairle.     SI  J 
killed  Dugald  Macdougall  about  ninety  years  ago  a. 
Carn  Dughaill  (Dugald's  Cairn),  on  the  same  road  -^ 
and  liis  son,  young  Dugald,  fell  a  victim  to  her  iiea/^ 
the  same  place  at  a  later  period.     She  was  last  seeii 
about  thirty  yeare  ago  by  an  estimable  woman  who 
still  survives  to  tell  the  tale,  notwithstanding  that 
in  her  veins  runs  the  blood  of  the  Macdonalds  and 
the  Macdoucralls. 

Cailleach  Allt-Saigh  was  a  female  goblin  of 
an  amiable  disposition,  who  did  what  she  could  to 
protect  people  from  the  malice  of  Cailleach  AUt-an- 
Dunain,  by  warning  them  of  her  malicious  projects: 
and  similar  services  were  rendered  to  intende<l 
victims  of  Cailleach  a  Chrathaich  by  a  gentle  spirit 
who  inhabited  Cragan-na-Caillich,  near  Toma- 
shee.  This  latter  being  had  a  passion  for  riding, 
and  it  is  told  that  she   accosted   Donald   Macrae, 
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(bhletter,  one  nigliL  as  he  was  passing  tbe  Cragan, 
5' begged  him  for  a  chlag— that  is,  a  seat  behind 
la  on  bis  horse.  He  enquired,  "  Nach  bu  nihaith 
)t  bialag" — "  Would  you  not  as  soon  have  a  seat  in 
^t?"  She  complied  with  his  suggestion,  and  leapt 
k)  the  saddle  before  him.  Quietly  binding  her 
fch  the  mare's-bair  rope  which  served  him  for  a 
ti,  he  took  her  home  by  force,  and  tied  her  to  one 
the  couples  of  his  dwelling.  Instantly  tbe  bouse 
8  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  elves,  who  shouted 
i  screamed,  and  stripped  the  building  of  every 
3  and  stick  of  roof  Macrae  soon  bad  enough  of 
',  and  he  offered  to  let  her  go  if  she  would  cause 
house  to  be  restored  to  its  former  condition.  To 
(  she  agreed,  and  exclaimed — 


h 


"Gach  mitid  a's  sgrtitli, 

Uu  titi;h  MIiic-Ratli, 

Ach  Icum-thar-'cbrami  a's  fiodliagach  !" 

{"Speed  wood  and  sod 

To  the  house  of  Macrae, 

Except  honeysuckle  and  bird  cherry  '.") 


B  words  were  no  soonei'  uttered  than  turf  and 
iW  flew  from  all  directions  and  placed  them- 
iVes  in  proper  position  on  the  roof,  until  it  was 
Kciently  covered.  Then  Macrae  granted  tbe 
llleacb  the  liberty  which  she  had  bo  well  earned. 
(The  mountain  stretch  at  Corri-Dho  which  is 
6wn  as  Tigh-Mor-na-Seilg — the  Great  House  of 
I  Hunting — was  the  haunt  of  a  male  goblin  known 
Daibhidh  (David),  and  of  a  female  spirit  named 
IS.     These  two  strongly  objected    to    the    right 
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which  the  Glen-Urquhart  tenantry  had  of  grazing 
their  cattle  in  summer  on  the  shielings  of  Corri- 
Dho,  and  they  were  repeatedly  seen  driving  away 
the  Glen-Urquhart  flocks.  At  last  Daibhidh  was  80 
thoroughly  roused  that  he  pulled  a  great  fir  tree  up 
by  the  roots,  and ,  with  the  assistance  of  Mor,  chased 
the  Urquhart  men  and  their  bestial  for  many  miles, 
until  he  sent  them  over  the  Glenmoriston  march 
beyond  Achnagoneran.  Daibhidh's  words  on  the 
occasion  are  still  remembered  : — 

"  *S  learns'  Doire-Dhamh,  a's  Doire-Dhaibhidh, 
'S  Boirisgidh  bhuidh  nan  alltain 
'S  Ceannaclmoc  mhor  le  'fiodh  's  le  'fasaich — 
A  bhodaichibh  dubh,  daithte,  togaibh  oirbh  !'' 

("  Mine  are  Doire-Dhamh  and  Doire-Dhaibhidh, 
And  yellow  Boirisgidh  of  the  streams, 
And  wide  Ceanacroc,  with  its  woods  and  pasturaga— 
Ye  black  and  singed  carles,  take  yourselves  away  I") 

And  the  Urquhart  carles  did  take  themselves  away, 
and  never  again  showed  face  in  Cor ri- Dho. 

Another  male  goblin,  known  as  BocA5-KA- 
Sleabhaich — the  Goblin  of  the  Sleabhach — haunted 
the  high  ridge  (An  Sleabhach)  lying  between  Aonach 
and  Fort-Augustus  ;  but  he,  although  ugly,  was  of 
harmless  character.  Not  so  harmless  was  L^R 
Bhan  Choire-Dho — the  White  Mare  of  Corri- 
Dho.  The  White  Mare  was  for  generations  the 
cause  of  much  trouble  to  the  farmers  of  Urquhart 
and  Glenmoriston  ;  for  if  they  let  loose  a  horse  any- 
where within  the  wide  bounds  of  the  Parish,  it  was 
almost  certain  to  make  off  and  seek  her  society.   ^^ 
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lELSt  the  people  of  both  glens  met  and  resolved  to 

endeavour  to  destroy  her.     A  large  number  of  the 

boldest  and  swiftest  among  them  accordingly  formed 

a  ring  around  her  usual  haunts,  and  gradually  closed 

"1    upon  her  until  she  had  apparently  no  way  of 

escape.     One  of  them,  Alasdair  Cutach  (Alexander 

the  Short),  a  member  of  the  Clann  Iain  Chaoil  of 

Glenmoriston,  was  bold  enough  to  seize  her  by  the 

t^il.      He  had  cause  to  repent.     The  mare  rushed 

ftiriously  through  the  crowd,  dragging  behind  her 

the    wretched   Alasdair,  who,   to  his    horror,  found 

huoiself  unable  to  let  go  the  tail.     On,  on  she  flew, 

roHowed  by  the  fleetest  of  her  would-be  capturers, 

''Otil,  after  a  run  of  many  miles,  she  came  to  Ruigh 

^^       t-S!ochdain     Duibh,    in    the    mountain    region 

"etvi-een  Achnagoneran  and   Urquhart.     There  she 

*-r»<i    Alasdair  disappeared.     Next  day  his  mangled 


i  found  on  the  r 


She  has  never  since 


^*^^ri  seen. 

The  Fairies  of  Urquhart  had  their  baimts  at 

^ornashee,  and  in  the  beautiful  sidheans,  or 
^iry-knowes,  of  Lochletter  ;  and  the  favourite 
i^^treats  of  their  Glenmoriston  brothers  and  sisters 
Were  the  sidheans  of  Duldreggan.  The  fairies 
Were  very  troublesome  to  the  people  of  the  Pansh 
in  the  Olden  Times.  Not  only  did  they  carry  away 
yoang  mothers  to  become  wet-nurses  for  their  own 
eltish  imps,  and  human  babes— for  what  purpose  is 
oot  quite  so  clear — but  they  also  milked  the  cows, 

'  and  took  the  substance  out  of  the  milk  in  the  dairies. 

I  Not  sixty  years  have  passed  since  a  child  was  taken 
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out  of  a  Glen-Urquhart  cradle,  and  a  changeling  put 
in  its  place  which  soon  withered  away  and  died: 
and  their  last  attempt  to  steal  a  newly  made  mother 
still  lives  in  tradition.  The  wife  of  Ewen  Macdonald, 
Dulilreggan,  had  just  given  birth  to  his  first-bom, 
when  he  went  out  one  night  to  attend  to  some 
necessary  duties  in  connection  with  his  farm.  Ashe 
was  crossing  a  small  stream,  ever  since  known  as 
Caochan-na-Sgine — the  Streamlet  of  the  Knife— he 
heard  a  peculiar  rushing  sound  over  his  head,  and  a 
heavy  sigh  exactly  the  same  as  sighs  which  he  had 
within  the  last  hour  or  two  heard  his  wife  give. 
Instantly  realising  what  had  occurred,  he  threw  his 
knife  into  the  air  in  name  of  the  Trinity,  and  his 
wife  di'opped  down  before  him.  She  was  being 
carried  away  by  the  fairies,  when  his  presence  of 
mind  saved  her. 

Two  men  were  reaping  at  Duldreggan  one  very 
hot  day,  wlien  one  of  them  expressed  a  strong  desire 
for  a  drink  of  butter-milk.  Instantly  a  little  woman 
appeared  and  offered  him  a  draught  fi'om  a  vessel 
which  she  carried.  He  declined  ;  but  his  companion 
drank,  and  died  within  a  year  and  a  day. 

A  farmer  slept  on  the  Sidhean  Buidhe — the 
Yellow  Fairy-knowe — at  Duldreggan,  and  was 
awakened  by  the  cries  of  a  child  coming  from 
underneath  him.  Placincr  his  ear  aofainst  the  sod, 
he  heard  a  voice  hushintr  the  child  to  rest,  and 
tiiUing  it  that  the  white  cow  would  spill  her  milk 
that  evening,  and  that  it  then  might  drink  its  fill- 
The  white  cow   was  the  farmer's  own,  and  on  his 
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turn  home  he  informed  his  wife  of  what  he  had 
j^ia.rd,  and  warned  hei-  to  be  careful  that  no  milk 
as  spUt.     Notwithstanding  her  utmost  care,  how- 
er,  the  white  cow  kicked  the  pail,  and  sent  its 
ntents  over  the  sward. 

Sometimes  the  fairies  stole  not  only  the  milk, 

but  also  the  cattle — as  in  the  case  of  the  Goblia 

iKtor    of    Polmaily' — and    substituted    a    wretched 

"l>i~eed  of  their  own,   which  pined  away   and  died. 

"Beautiful  maidens  of  their  race  made  love  to  young 

TaeD,  with  fatal  results  to  the   latter  ;    and,  worse 

still,  they    sometimes    threw    thei  r    glamour    over 

ma-iried  men,   and  made  them  desert  their  lawful 

■w-ivea.      The    Gobha    Mor,    as   we   saw,    prospered 

"tlirougb  his  intercoui'se  with  his  leannan-sidhe,   or 

ftiiry-love  ;  but  his  was  an  exceptional  case,  and  the 

result  of  such  traffic  was,  as  a  rule,   disastrous,   if 

f^ot  fatal,  to  tlie  human  transgressor. 

Although  the  fairies  thus  bred  mischief  and 
***isfortune  among  the  people  of  the  Parish,  they 
''tiemselves  appear  to- have  enjoyed  life  as  if  they 
^ere  guiltless  of  sin.  Their  dances  on  the  green 
^^ard  on  moonlight  nights  are  still  remembered, 
^Ud  the  enchanting  music  which  was  heard  issuing 
''*otn  their  knowes  by  persons  whose  children  still 
'■Vehas  not  yet  ceased  to  be  spoken  of  In  Glen- 
Urquhart  their  general  evil  reputation  was  to  some 
^'Xteut  relieved  by  the  good  deeds  of  one  of  their 
number— the  Gobha  Sidhe,  or  Fairy  Smith,  of 
Tomashee.     Whoever    in    the    Glen    was    in    need 

'  See  ]i!i'XP  IfiO  jiHpro. 
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of  a  reaping  hook,  spade,  or  other  such  imple- 
ment, had  only  to  leave  in  the  evening  a  piece 
of  iron  at  the  stone  of  Clach-na-hurrain,  in 
Tornashee  wood,  along  with  a  suitable  offering 
for  the  Fairy  Smith  ;  and  when  he  returned  next 
morning  he  found  the  article  he  wanted  awaiting 
him.  At  last,  a  certain  person  deposited  a  wooden 
lint-beater,  in  order  that  it  might  be  converted  into 
an  iron  mallet.  On  his  return,  he  found  the  beater 
untouched,  and,  as  he  raised  it  in  his  hands,  an  echo 
reached  his  ear  : — 

*^  Cha  shimid  c,  cha  shimid  c, 
Ach  maide-buailidh  linn  : 
A's  buille  cha  dean  mise  tuille 
'An  coille  Thoir-na-sidhe  !" 

("  Tis  not  a  mallet,  'tis  not  a  mallet 
But  a  stick  for  beating  lint ; 
And  I  shall  never  work  again 
In  the  wood  of  Tornashee  !"). 

The  Fairy  Smith  had,  indeed,  been  greatly  offendeci 
and  from  that  day  until  now  neither  he  nor  hx^ 
handiwork  has  been  seen  in  Urquhart. 

Although  no  record  remains  in  the  Parish  of  aa^V 
Witches  of  outstanding  notoriety  or  power,  Gleix- 
Urquhart  has  known  not  a  few  of  mediocre  talent- 
According   to   a  very  old  tradition   the    Urquhart 
witches  were,  hundreds  of  years  ago,  the  bearers  of 
the  stones  for  the  walls  of  Urquhart  Castle.     These 
stones  were  brought  from  the  districts  of  Caiplich 
and    Abriachan,    and    the    rock    from    which  the 
wretched  carriers  got  the  first  sight  of  the  Castle,  as 
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they  toiled  towards  it  with  their  burdens,  is  to  this 
day  called  Cra^n  nam  Mallachd — the  Rock  of  the 
Curses.  The  great  place  of  meeting  of  the  Urquhart 
witches  was  An  Clarsach  (The  Harp),  a  rock  on  the 
,shore  of  Loch  Ness,  and  within  the  bounds  of  the 
of  Tychat.  There  they  could  be  seen  congre- 
Ijated  on  certain  nights  under  the  presidency  of  his 
Satanic  Majesty,  who  sat  on  a  ledge  of  the  rock, 
«nd,  when  not  engrossed  in  more  serious  business, 
played  to  them  on  bagpipes  and  stringed  instru- 
ments— which  circumstance  gave  the  rock  its  name. 
The  effect  of  his  music  on  the  old  women  was 
inarvellous :  they  danced  and  flung  as  no  maid  of 
Seventeen  ever  did,  and  indulged  in  pranks  and 
raotrips  which  the  lithest  athlete  could  not  touch, 
^heir  evil  influence  was  exercised  quietly  and  in 
'scret,  and  involved  the  objects  of  their  attentions 
'^  misfortune,  or  even  death.  We  have  seen  how 
*  witch  in  the  shape  of  a  hare  was  responsible  for 
►^he  fetal  fight  at  Corribuy,  and  how  a  later  genera- 
m  of  the  evil  race  helped  to  bring  about  the  death 
an  erring  factor.  The  merits  of  the  corp  cr^adh 
clay  corpse — which  proved  so  fatal  on  the 
ir  occasion,  have  not  yet  been  forgotten.  Within 
last  quarter  of  a  century  two  such  images,  stuck 
pins,  have  been  discovered  in  the  Glen. 

witches,    however,   made    themselves    most 
lublesome  in  connection  with  the  dairy  industry 
Parish.     They  were  greater  experts  than  even 
fairies  at  the  art  of  taking  the  substance  out  of 
milk.     Cream  frequently  refused  to  be  cliurned 
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into  butter,  and   cheese  was   often   so  thoroughly 
deprived  of  its  essence  that  it  tasted  like  baked  saw- 
dust, and  floated  like  a  cork.     In  the  early  years  o{ 
the  present  century  the  dairy  work  on  the  large  farm 
of  Shewglie  was  in  this  way  completely  suspended 
No  butter  would  come  from  the  cream,  and  no  cheese 
worthy  of  the  name  would  come  from  the  milk.    In 
his  extremity,  Macdougall,  the  farmer,  proposed  to 
consult  the  famous  Willox  of  Tomintoul,  who  worked 
marvellous  cures  with  the  Warlock's  Stone  and  the 
Kelpie's    Bridle.     Before    doing    so,    however,  he 
sought  the  advice  of  the  saintly  Duncan  of  Buntait. 
His  advice  was  that  he  should  avoid  the  Warlock 
and  appeal  to  the  Almighty.     A  prayer  meeting  was 
accordingly  held,   and   special    prayers  ottered  up; 
and  henceforth  Macdougall  had  no  more  reason  to 
complain. 

Somewhat  akin  to  witchcraft  was  tliat  species 
of  Divination  which  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Taohairm.  Two  forms  of  it  were  practised  hi  Glen- 
moriston — Taghairm  nan  Daoine  (the'Taghainn  of 
Men),  and  Taghairm  nan  Cat  (the  Taghairm  ot 
(Jats).  The  last  expert  in  this  black  art  was 
Alasdair  Mac  Iain  'Ic  Iain,  who  flourished  at  Rallin- 
tombuy,  in  that  Glen,  in  the  beginning  of  last 
century.  When  he  wished  to  operate  with  men,  he 
placed  himself  within  a  large  boiler  just  outside  the 
entrance  of  the  ancient  burying-gi'ound  of  Clachan 
Mheircheird,  and  from  there  summoned  the  dead  to 
rise  and  pass  before  him.  This  they  did  until  the 
one  appeared  who   was   able  to   communicate  the 
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information  which    be  required.     On  one  occasion, 

"when  he  was  in  this  way  making  an  unusually  bold 

attempt     to    solve    the    mvsteries    of    the    future, 

the  dead  arose  and  streamed  out  of  the  burying- 

ground,  until  three  thousand  of  them  crowded  the 

surrounding  fields  ;  hut  still  no  glimpse  of  the  future 

Was  given  to  the  seer.     At  last  the  form  of  hts  own 

dead  niece  appeared,  and  revealed  to  him  the  evils 

that  were  to  befall  himself     He  never  practised  his 

^rt  again — but  his   niece's  prophecies  were   in  due 

tune  fulfilled,  and  his  career  was  closed  by  a  party 

*'   Lochabermen ,  who  shot  him  down  as  he  tried  to 

'^'Uti  kick  the  cattle  which  they  were  in  the  act  of 

'■^iing  from  htm.     He  fell  three  times   before    he 

*^pired,  and  the  places  are  marked  by  three  cairns 

**^  this  day. 

The   person  who   would  learn  of  the  future  by 

^aghairm  nan  Cat  had  to  stand  before  a  great  tire, 

*^d   keep    roasting    live    cats    on    spits,    until,    in 

sponse  to  their  cries  of  agony,  large  black  demons 

.ts  appeared,  and  gave  the  sought-for  information. 

ie  same  result  was  sometimes  attained  through 

*^^e  turning  of  the  sieve  and  the  shears,  which  had 

_      tie  effect  of  raising  the  Devil. 

Tlie  Evil  Eye  has  often  been  looked  upon  as  o^ 
^he  nature  of  witchcraft.  While,  however,  the  latter 
Vas  a  gift  bestowed  on  human  beings  as  the  result 
of  a  voluntary  compact  with  Satan,  the  former  wa§ 
an  involuntary  acquisition  for  which  the  unfortunate 
possessor    was    not   responsible.     If    he   praised   j). 


beast,  that  beast  was  sure  to  die — as  numerom 
instances  which  have  occurred  within  recent  year- 
amply  prove.  It  is  told  of  Alexander  Grant 
Shewglie — the  same  who  was  involved  in  the  trouble 
of  The  Forty-Five — that  his  Evil  Eye  was  so  litt_^_ 
under  his  control  that  his  own  best  cattle  had  to  T^^ 
kept  out  of  his  sight.  If  he  admb-ed  them  ev^jj 
mentally,  death  invariably  followed. 

The  Second  Sight  was  another  gift  which  mcgit 
men  who  possessed  it  would  wllUngly  do  without. 
They  knew  of  the    approach    of  death    by  deal/i- 
candles,  wraiths,  and  the  screams  of  the  taibh.^'- 
Sounds  of  hammer  and  saw  within  the  carpenter'^ 
shop,  when  the  carpenter  himself  was  In  l>ed,  foreto!*^ 
the  making  of  the  coffin  ;  and  the  phantom  funer*'* 
was    invariably    followed    by   the    real    one.     Afte  "* 
death   men   frequently  appeared  to  their  old  com- 
panions.'    And   there   still    lives  in    Urquhart  tb^^* 
man  who  last  saw  the  battle  of  Blar-au-Aonaicl^fr 
behind    CulnakJrk  —  spectre    armies    engaged  in  s^^- 
sanguinary  struggle,  foreboding,  it  is  feared,  a  coi^^' 
flict  and  carnage  the  like  of  which  our  Parish  h^^»^ 
not  yet  seen. 

Fortunately  for  the  people  of  Urquhart  ar*** 
Glenmoriston,  certain  measures  were  known  whidT. 
if  taken,  served  to  ward  off  or  mitigate  the  numeroWJ 

'  Aleiander  Mncknj,  lie  laird  wlio  auld  Aoliniome,  for  yesra  (Iter  liii 
daatli  coutinued  hii  old  esrthlr  cuBtom  of  Tuitin);  his  Btables.  It  U  notccrbin 
ntat  the  Rev.  Jamea  Doune  Smith  baa  yet  discoDtinued  bin  nighUf  itnill 
between  the  HaQM  uid  the  cron-RMtdB  on  the  Blurbeg  uid  DruDuwIrDclill 
Sood. 
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supernatural  evils  to  which  they  were  exposed. 
Charms  and  incantations  were  the  commonest  pre- 
ventives. The  Bible  or  a  bar  of  iron  was  placed  in 
the  bed  or  the  cradle,  to  protect  the  young  mother 
or  child  from  elfish  thieves.  The  protective  virtues 
of  tlie  rowan  tree  were  almost  universal.  Oblations 
of  milk  were  freely  poured  on  the  fairy-knowes,  to 
appease  their  mischievous  iuhabitants.  Fifty  years 
Ago  a  live  cock  was  buried  at  Lewistown  as  a  peace 
oHering  to  the  spirit  of  epilepsy.  At  an  earlier 
period  Iambs  were  buried  at  the  threshold  of 
dwelling-houses  and  cow-huts,  as  a  protection  from 
the  demons  that  sought  admission  ;  while  the 
growing  corns  were  similarly  guarded  from  evil  by  a 
'^ifl.rching    through    and    around    thera    of  persons 


«arr 


'Jitig 


bla; 


■  torches  on  the  eve  of  St  John  the 


baptist.  A  pilgzimage  to  the  holy  wells  of  the 
i^rtiple  and  St  Columba,  and  a  faithful  and  proper 
"se  of  their  waters,  not  only  cured  the  pilgrhn  of  his 
'^'^dily  ailments,  but  also  shielded  him  from  the  darts 
•**  the  Evil  One  and  his  agents."  And  even  after 
^"^e  spirit  of  man  left  his  body,  it  was  possible  to 
Protect  the  latter  from  the  demons  that  hovered 
a-tound  it.  Not  more  than  seventy  years  have  passed 
*mce  the  handbell  which  for  centuries  was  carried  at 

'  ■■  There  la  a  farm  in  it"  [Olen-UrquharC],  wrote  WiUiam  Lnrimer  m 

1783, "  eniltti  The  Temple,  where  thoro  Hland   the  niiuB  of  R  church  and  a 

well    to   which   aiipcraUtioua    people   resort   for   curinH    MVeraJ 

'enple  still  liie  who  remember  this  custom,  and  who  saw  the  waUb 

ir  the  well  almost  covered  with  hita  of  cloth  loft  bj  pcreons  who 

f  to^ia^  thef  thus  left  their  diseuea  behind  tbeiu.     Coins  were  alao  left  in 


I8d  xm^iOiuiXi  ij^  m^ 

Hinerals,  and  kept""  ringizig  in  front  dT  the  oo&n  ^ 
the  safeguard  of  its  mortal  contents,  was  disoc^ 
tinned  in  Glen-Urqiihart  as  a  relic  of  Popat:*- 
It  was  really  a  relic  of  a  belief  which  exists 
before  the  Pope,  and  even  before  Christianity/ 

^  The  bell— iin  Oagan  Beag  (The  Litlle  BeQ)— wae  eerried  by  the  hea^ 
^ho  wii  paid  a  asiiAn  f ee.  The  lut  who  eanried  it  ivis  Bw«d  Boj  Macfie^  n^ 
wae  beedle  for  many  jeara.  When  the  caatom  waa  diicontinued-Hit  0* 
inatanoe  of  John  Maodonald  the  Oatediiat — the  ehange  ,waa  objected  to  ^0 
oatj  by  Ewen  but  by  many  of  the  pec^le,  and  a  Httle  agitation  was  got  op 
the  eabject    The  bell,  unfortiinataly,  disappeared  with  the  cnetom. 
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we  could  but  raise  the  thick  curtain  that  shuts 
b  the  distant  past  from  our  view,  we  would  see 
t*  remote  ancestor  in  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston 
Celling  in  caves  and  crevices,  or  clustered  with  his 
^ows  in  the  hut-circles  whose  remains  still  cover 
^e  higher  moorlands  of  the  Parish,  a  stranger  to 
Hage  and  pasturage,  wandering  in  search  of  food 
ver  a  land  which  he  has  not  yet  learned  to  call 
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his  own.  Coming  nearer  our  own  time,  we  would 
find  him  the  possessor  of  flocks  which  roam  with 
those  of  the  other  members  of  his  family  or  tribe 
over  a  district  which  he  and  they  have  marked  out 
for  themselves,  and  vaguely  claim  as  their  common 
possession.  At  a  later  period  we  would  see  him 
combining  his  pastoral  pursuits  with  the  art  of 
husbandry,  and  cultivating  patches  of  land  on  the 
run-rig  system ;  or,  later  still,  enclosing  his  arable 
fields  and  their  surroundings,  and  appropriatiDg 
them  to  himself,  or  holding  them  for  certain  dues 
or  services  under  a  chief  or  other  person  who  has 
already  acquired  a  right  of  ownership  to  them. 

At  what  precise  period  this  last  stage  was 
reached  in  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say.  If  we  litei*ally  accept  the  words  of  Dio, 
who  wrote  in  the  third  century,  there  was  in  his 
time  no  tillage  in  what  we  now  know  as  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  the  people  living  "  by  pasturage, 
the  chase,  and  certain  berries."  But  probably  we 
ought  not  to  read  this  as  meaning  that  they  were 
absolutely  without  knowledge  of  husbandry  ;  for  in 
the  time  of  Columba — the  sixth  century— com, 
agricultural  operations,  and  farm  buildings  were  so 
common  as  to  prove  that  agriculture  was  not  then  of 
very  recent  introduction.  In  Columba's  time,  too, 
the  right  of  private  property  in  land  was  known, 
and  not  only  was  lona  conferred  on  himself,  but  from 
his  day  downwards  lands  were  from  time  to  time 
granted  to  his  followers  and  successors,  who  were 
the  great  teachei-s  of  husbandry  in  the  Highlands. 


i 
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Their  possessions  in  our  Parish  have  already  been 
referred  to.^  Until  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  century, 
the  owners  of  the  soil  held  it  on  the  unwritten 
title  of  duchas.  Then  written  charters  became 
common — issuing  in  the  first  instance  from  the 
King,  from  whom  all  right  was  held  to  flow.  The 
first  title  now  known  of  land  in  our  Parish  is  the 
agreement  of  1233  between  Sir  Alan  Durward  and 
the  Chancellor  of  Moray.* 

With  the  exception  of  the  lands  which  belonged 
to  the  Church,  the  whole  territory  now  embraced  in 
the  Parish  formed,  from  the  earliest  time  of  which 
we  have  record  till  1 509,  one  large  domain,  attached 
as  a  rule  to  the  Castle,  and  held  by  the  King  or  by 
persons  to  whom  the  King  granted  it.*  In  1 509  this 
territory  was  alienated  from  the  Crown,  and  divided 
into  three  estates — Urquhart,  Corrimony,  and  Glen- 
moriston-  — and  granted  to  the  Laird  of  Grant  and 
Iiis  two  sons.  In  1557  the  old  Church  property  of 
Achmonie  was  acquired  by  John  Mackay.  In 
that  year,  therefore,  there  were  four  private  })ro- 
prietors  in  the  Parish.  That  number  continued 
with  certain  variations  till  1779,  when  Achmonie 
was  purchased  by  the  Laird  of  Grant.  In  1825  the 
estate  of  Lakefield  (now  Kilmartin)  wiis  formed  out 
of  Corrimonv,  and  the  old  number  of  four  heritors 
was  thus  restored. 

*  See  Cliap.  xvii. 

*  See  p.  16,  ixipnt. 

'  In  thii)  domaio  wa«  als?o  includc<l  that  portion  of  the  forest  of  Cluanie 
which  lied  to  the  eaHt  of  ihc  wuter-nhcd,  aud  now  foriiiH  {lart  of  the  estate  of 
KintaiL     See  fof)tiiote  p.  448  infra. 
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The  early  Celts  sometimes  divided   their  lanJ 
into  davachs — the  word    being  dab/iach,  a  vat  c^t 
lar^e  vessel  used    for    measuring  or  holding  corn^ 
and  the  meaning  of  it  as   applied  to  land  beinjj; 
a   sutticient   extent  for   the    sowing  of  a  dabhackM 
of  seed.       To    this    extent    of    arable     land 
attached    a  certain    outrun  of   moorland    or  gre 
pasture.     Where  the  word  davack,  or  its  equivfc- 
lent  iloch  is  found,  it  proves  that  part  at  least  of  thi 
lands  to  which  it  is  applied  was  under  tillage  betbr* 
the    twelfth    century,    when    Saxou    or    Southen 
systenis  of  measurement  came  into  use  in  the  NortlijB 
Glenmoriston  was  divided  into  several  davaclis,  and'l 
Urquhai't  into  ten,  which  are  still  known  as  thej 
Ten  Davachs  of  Urquhart — Deich  Dochan   JJrchu 
daiim.     In  our  Parish  the  word  davach  first  appe 
in  Sir  Alan  Durward's  deed  of  1233,  and  the  divisiod* 
indicates  that  at  one  time  Urquhart  consisted  of  ten         ^ 
large  holdings  corresponding  with  the  ten  davachs. 
Some  of  these  were  subsequently  divided  into  lialf    "^ 
davachs,  quarter  davachs,  and  bolls. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  increase  within  the?!^^  ^ 
la.st  three  centuries  of  the  number  of  agricultural  ^ 
holdings.     The  chai-tei-s  of  1509  show    that    wba»^_^t 
is  now  the  estate  of  Urquhart  {including  Achmonie35^==i 
consisted    of    18    holdings,    Corrimony   of    4,    an^_g(J 
Glenmoriston   of    12.     Randolph's    charter    to   Si^^  jr 
Robert  Chisholni,    in    1345,    proves    that   some  fF^asi 
least  of  tliese  divisions  existed  in  that  year,  Ax^^znii 
the  fact  that  they  are  in  1509  described  by  the 
Old  Extent  values  would  appear  to  show  that  tl 
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■divisions  existed  as  far  back  as  the  thirteenth 
century,  when  the  Old  Extent  valuation  was  made. 
The  tenants  of  these  large  holdings  had  sub-tenants 
under  them.  Jji  1548  there  were  still  18  holdings 
on  Urquhart  and  Achinonie,  which  were  occupied  by 
U  I  tenants  and  sub-tenants.  In  IG36  the  tenants 
^'iti  sub-tenants  numbered  110.  In  17G5  the  estate 
of  Urquhart  proper  was  let  to  81  tenants,  who  had 
under  them  70  sub-tenants  and  50  cottars,  exclusive 
^i  the  sub-tenants  and  cottars  of  Shewglie,  who 
pi'obably  numbered  10.  Achnionie  at  the  time  had 
ll  tenants.  In  1808  the  sub-tenants  were  made 
^^"ofters,  holding  directly  of  the  proprietor;  and 
Urquhart  and  Achmonie  were  divided  into  169 
***»lding8,  including  the  allotments  of  Milton  and 
i^ewistown,  but  exclusive  of  cottars  possessing  houses 
*nd  gai-dens  only.  After  that  year  the  population, 
^iiich  had  for  ages  been  kept  clown  by  war  and 
spoliation  and  famine,  rapidly  increased,  with  the 
'■esult  that  the  holdings  were  gradually  sub-divided, 
"otil  they  now  number  306,  exclusive  of  106  cottai'S 
"a.viog  houses  and  gardens.' 


1  witli  these  flgure",  it  may  l>e  intorestinir  l'>  note  the 

Potiulation  of  Urquhart  and  Ulenmoi-ietoa  ac  variims  pcriuik.      la   17G5, 

■^Wxang  to  Wchetcr'a  retuniit,  the  inhabitauW   Duiiiberal  1913.     In  1763 

"*"y  were  enClmalod  by  Lorinier  at  tiOOO.     TIib  fol!o»  ing  are  the  iiuniberB  in 

^*  cenouii  7Bare  :~In  1801,  2633;  iu  1811,  2«fl  (a  reduiied  number,  chiefly 

"'^'"({ht  abuul  hj  the  iibaence  .if  tiiHu;  mcu  in  Uie  war) ;  En  1821,  'i736  ;  iu 

Usi  ^  ^^2  ;  in  1841,  aiOl  t  in  1S5I,  3l!80  ;  in  !8til,  2811  ;  in  1871,  2769  j  in 

,^*I.  2J37:  and  in  1891,2035.    The  eteaily  rteereute  which  hns  been  going  on 

"""^^   1851,  when  the  popuiation  reached  the  higheat  point  whicli  it  ever 

_^*^li6rl,  is  aooountod  for  by  the  faut  that  llie  ynuug  men  ive  not  now  BaUafierl 

JV^l  reouuning  at  home  as  their  father?  did,  hut  go  nut  into  the  world,  and 

^^^^  the  young  nomeD  abo  leave  home  to  better  themselves  elsewhere. 
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While  the  principal  tenants  or  tacksmen  have 
since  the  sixteenth  century  held  their  holdings  on 
formal  written  leases,^  their  sub- tenants  were 
occupiers-at-will,  and  whatever  rights  or  privileges 
they  enjoyed  were  of  a  meagre  and  unsatisfactory 
nature.  Many  of  them  were  descendants  of  the  old 
nativi,  or  serfs,*  and  continued  till  the  end  of  last 
century  to  be  dependent  on  the  land-owners  and 
tacksmen,  and  to  be  virtually  their  servants.  Ther 
are  still  remembered  by  the  name  of  malatiaich— 
that  is,  mailers,  or  payers  of  mail  or  small  rent,  as 
distinguished  from  the  tuath — the  name  applied  in 
the  district  of  Loch  Ness  to  large  farmers ;  and 
their  condition  in  1763  is  thus  described  by  Mr 
William  Lorimer,  tutor,  and  latterly  secretary,  to 
Sir  James  Grant : — "  There  are  few  or  no  sub- 
tenants, strictly  speaking,  that  is,  persons  who 
have  some  possessions  of  ground  from  the  prin- 
cipal tenants  ;  but  there  are  many  cottagers  or 
cottars,  called  also  mealers  [mailers].  A  tenant 
has  one,  two,  perhaps  three,  of  these,  to  whom  he 
gives  the  liberty  to  build  a  house  on  his  farm.  This 
house  has  three  couples,  with  other  kinds  of  wood, 
all  of  which  are  taken  out  of  the  Laird's  woods 
without  any  payment  to  him.     This  mealerpaysto 

^  The  oMesl  agricultural  leaRC  now  cxtaut  of  lands  in  the  Pari*h  i*  ^^ 
\>y  the  Hishop  of  Moray  to  Mackay  of  Achmonie  in  1554  (Apjiemlix  C.  wtii* 
was  in  1557  exchangetl  for  a  charter  (ApiMjndix  D).  An  early  epeciiuenof  the 
CJrant  leases  is  given  in  Api>endix  C. 

-  The  Wolf  of  IWlenoch's  nativi^  or  native  slaves,  are  mentioned  in  \^ 
-  -see  p.  45  supra.  Among  the  Wester  Bunloit  sufferers  in  the  Gr«*t  B"* 
of  1545  was  John  McGillechrist  Mor  Mcinfuttir— John,  son  of  Big  Chri«t<^l**''» 
hon  of  the  Fuidir,  or  stranger  bondsman. 
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the  tenant  yearly  a  merk  [13s  4cl  Scots,  or  Is  l^d 
stg.]  for  every  couple  for  this  house.  The  mealer 
has  also  a  cow,  to  which  the  tenant  allows  a  little 
grass.  He  has  also  a  few  sheep ;  and  the  tenant,  for 
this  grass,  and  the  liberty  of  the  pasture  of  the 
sheep,  causes  the  cottar  or  mealer  keep  his  sheep, 
and  gets  other  little  services  from  him."  These 
mailers  were  converted  into  crofters  by  Sir  James, 
who  had  the  estate  of  Urquhart  surveyed,  and  the 
holdings  re-adjusted,  in  1808.  To  him — the  Good 
Sir  James,  as  he  was  called  in  his  own  day — the 
Parish  owes  much.  From  his  succession  in  1773 — 
or  rather  from  17(>I,  when  his  father  (the  Ludovick 
Grant  of  The  Forty-Five),  entrusted  him  with  the 
management  of  the  estate — till  his  death  in  1811, 
he  never  ceased  to  labour  for  the  improvement  of  the 
lot  of  his  people,  employing  them  in  planting,  and  the 
construotion  of  roads,  bridges,  and  river  embank- 
ments ;  encouraging  the  erection  of  stone- built 
houses,  and  the  cultivation  of  flax  and  the  potato; 
mtroducing  turnips  and  rye-grass  ;  and  insisting  for 
the  first  time  on  a  regular  rotation  of  cropping, 
and  on  good  husbandry  generally.^  To  emigration, 
which  became  common  in  his  time,  he  strongly 
objected,  and  with  the  view  of  keeping  the  people  at 
home  he  founded  the  villages  of  Lewistown  and 
Milton,  and  attached  allotments    to  them   for   the 

tB  of  artisans  and  labourers.  From  the  written 
'  Flm,  oatH,  barley,  nud  bear,  are  mentioned  as  LTopa  in  Urquhart  in  the 
eeath  century.  The  p1au(^  names  Shewglic  (Seagotuidh),  and  Lag-on-t- 
Scngait  in  Wester  Buuloit,  show  that  rye  w»i  ((towu  ;  and  the  name  Druim-a'' 
CbiuitbneBchd,  on  the  old  farm  uf  Shewglic,  indicates  that  whest  was  oot 
unkDown.    The  potato  woa  introilueed  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
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'*  S::-r:i:r~  •:*  Lrwistowr^.  still  preserved  at  Castlf 
Gri:.:.  ::  :^  -eviae:.:  Lr  rx;"=x:e«i  the  village  to  grow 
ii.:-:    .  :-'... :-r  .:  s-r.-r  ;:M-.«r:a!.ce. 

W.  ilr  :..r  LLLAilr:  >  1.:  liiUSt  ulwavs  have  lieen 
a  ...■.:•:":  .:.r — :'::-  :^::.::.r<  -.vhicii  j»en«xlically  visittil 
i:.-r  i\w."-^':.  "rr-.r:;  >;r-:-:.i'.lv  har-i  iiiHi.n  them'— ilif 
l:i: J-  "--...-.•.-Ts.  .i-  .-.  :  ;'r.  •^:."»v-^.l  a  r*»'jLrli  prosperity. 
i:.  -:  ■'-r     :  ::."  -v.:-  m.  1  ^>-'.:A::v'r*s  tV.,»m  which  tliev 

Q-.:-:.::vr-  :  ..::.  .>  ^-  '-?•'  ^'^  .ea.st  as  the  sixteeiitli 
c^:.:::v.  '::  :  .rv  :\>  .  ^i:  a',  eariic-r  i»eriod  still. 
y<^T^^-:i  jrv:\:  :.u:./-r:-s  ••!  cattle.  hoi>?ies,  sheep. 
i:  ..:-.  -.:..:  ;  :j^.  -vh:/:.  r::!;!  their  way  in  «lroves  tu 
::,.  X  :":.r  G!rv:r.;v:\i;>.-     iJiiririi:  the  summer 
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tututtin  months  the  flocks  were  kept  on  the  higher 
inds,  which   were  separated  from  the    arable 

1  and  lower  jmstures  by  the  extensive  head- 
BM  whose  remains  still  almost  surround  the  glens, 
p  the  warmer  days  of  June,  Jidy,and  early  August, 
she  distant  shielings,  to  which  a  certain  number 
Kte  people  annually  migrated,  and  which  were 
I  scenes  of  much  innocent  mirth  and  recreation.' 
■Br  in  the  year  they  fed  on  tlie  hitherto  preserved 

b  within  the  head-dykes  ;  and,  after  the  com 
ired,  on  the  pasture  lands  and  stubble  fields. 
tthe  exception  of  the  milk  cows,  the  cattle  were 
1  housed  in  winter,  and  in  severe  seasons  many 
Riem  perished  before  the  return  of  spring. 
Before  the  introduction  of  coined  in*jney  into 
pland  in  the  reign  of  David  the  First,  tenants 
1  their  rent  in  kind — in  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  cloth, 
^  cheese,  and  other  produce.  It  was  known  in 
Be  aa  cdin,  a  word  which  has  come  down  to  onr 
day  in  such  expressions  as  '"  kain  fowl."  After 
Ws  time  the  landlord  received  his  dues  partly 
ifcd— or  "customs,"  as  it  came  to  be  called — and 

^  DUiFtiiku  [niarteiiB],  bevers,  iguhitrcdia  [wuaacls],  and  tuddis  [foxes] ; 
ttiingie  >uii)  skinuia  of  thaim  ar  coft  [bought]  with  gret  price  amang 
^  mvclumdis."  Id  15Ii3  there  were  64  "  wild"  morei — uifbrakeo,  and 
iBr  fareedinj;  purpoKs~«iid  IS  foils  ■>□  St  Kiai&a'd  {ace  note  3,  p,  114 
t  Dr  Roliertiiou,  who  vieite<l  the  PaKah  in  1804,  in  cunnectioa  witli  hia 
I  to  the  Bowd  of  Agriculture  on  the  huu  of  ^culture  in  the  County 
tnKBB,  writes  : — "  In  Oleamoriston  alone,  a  diatriut  of  no  great  eiteol, 
Imomi  of  vei'kcit;  told  me  there  were  900  horses  till  very  Utely." 
tb*  principal  thiellng  grounils  were  Corri-Dlio,  lamraidh,  Uchd- 
|r.  Brae  Ruiatioh,  Glen  Guilty,  Curribuj,  the  remote  jHuturBges  of 
iDf,  oud  Ruigh  Mliulloii'h  au<<  AcL-l'u].uU  ou  the  esUte  of  .\i:b(uouie. 
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pai-tly  in  money.     This  dual  form  of  rent  was  ccr^j. 
tinued  in  Urquhart  until  customs  were  abolished      "^j 
the  Good  Sir  James.     He  it  was,  too,  who  disc'^::>^ 
tinued  the  "  services"  In  which  for  ages  the  tena.T»  & 
had    been    liable.      These    services   were    origio^Xjy 
rendered  to  the  King's  representatives  in  the  Castle 
ani  in  later  times  to  the  proprietors,  or — so  far  as 
those  of  the  estate  of  Urquhart  were  concerned— fo 
the  Laird  of  Grant's  chamberlains  as  part  of  their 
factorial  remuneration.     They  are  thus  descrit>ed  t»y 
Mr  William  Lorimer  in   1763,  when  they  were    ■" 
full  force  : — "  The  tenants  have  always  been  in  u^ 
to    pay    to   the    Chamberlain    bailey   darach,'  wi*^ 
their  service  to    the  bailie  or  factor— one  day  f*"^ 
leading  his  peats,  one  day  for  shearing  or  cuttir^S 
down  his    crop,  one    day  for   tilHng,   one  day  (SC^ 
spreading     his    dung.      Every    tenant     pays    tl»-  ^ 
according  to  what  land  he  possesses.     They  pay  fc^y 
the  davach  in  a  rent.     Out  of  every  davach  he  ge  '^^ 
four  ploughs  to  till  one  day  ;    24  shearers  out    ■*^' 
«very  davach  to  cut  his  com,  one  day  ;  '24  horses  fVjflf 
a  day  out  of  every  davach  to  spread  his  dung ;  aM3o 
120  carts  for  a  day  out  of  every  davach  for  drawing 
his  peats.     .     .     The  only  service  that  the  tenants 
are  oljliged  to  pay  to  the  Iiaird  are  each  of  them 
two  long  carriages  in   the  year,  if  required,  (row 
Urquhart   to    Strathspey."      In    addition    to   these 
rents,  customs,  and  services,  the  tenant,  untU  the 
time  of  Sir  James,  was  bound  to  grind  his  corn  at 
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the  laird's  mills,  and  to  pay  the  customary  mill  dues  ;* 
to  pay  grassum  or  entry  money  when  he  entered  a 
holding  or  began  a  new  lease ;  and  heriot,  when  he 
succeeded  through  the  death  of  an  ancestor  or  other 
relative.  And  before  the  old  order  of  things  was 
destroyed  at  CuUoden,  it  was  further  required  of 
him  that  he  should  at  his  proprietor  s  call  change 
his  ploughshare  into  a  sword,  and  follow  him  on  his 
military  adventures  and  expeditions.  This  last 
obligation  was,  however,  after  the  advent  of  the 
Grants,  generally  disregarded  by  the  Macdonalds, 
Macmillans,  and  other  septs  in  Urquhart,  who,  in 
the  Stewart  "  troubles"  that  ended  with  The  Forty- 
Five,  chose  to  follow  their  own  clan  chiefs  rather 
than  their  proprietors. 

Contrary  to  what  is  sometimes  supposed,  the  old 
Highlander  was  not  always  at  liberty  to  take  the 
free  use  of  the  mountains  and  woods  and  streams 
with  which  he  was  surrounded.  An  old  Graelic 
proverb  says  that  a  fish  from  the  pool,  a  tree  from 
the  wood,  and  a  deer  from  the  mountain,  are  thefts 
of  which  no  man  ever  was  ashamed — hreac  a  linne, 
maid  a  coille,  's  Jiadh  a  Jireachy  riunrle  as  nach 
do  ghabh  duine  riamh  naire.  But  thefts  they 
were  considered  to  be  notwithstanding,  and  from 
the  earliest  times  etibrts  were  made  by  the  legis- 

^  In  former  times  there  were  mills  at  Corrimony,  for  that  estate ;  at 
Milton  of  Buntait,  for  Buntait ;  at  Mill  of  Tore  ("the  Mill  of  Inchbrine"\ 
Wester  Milton  ("  the  Mill  of  Csrtaly"),  and  St  Ninian's,  for  the  esUtes  of 
Urquhart  and  Achmonie  ;  at  Easter  Milton  for  QlenmoriMton's  lands  in  Qlen- 
Urquhart ;  and  at  Invermoriston  and  Duldreggan  for  Qlenmoriston.  Each 
township  had  its  own  kiln. 
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lature   and    landowners   to    suppress    them.      Th^= 
Scottish    enactments    against    illegal    fishing    anc^ 
hunting    and   destruction   of   woods,   fill    no   smal 
portion  of  the  statute-book  from  the  twelfth  centu 
to  tiie  present,  and  there  is  evidence  that  they  we 
more  or  less  rigorously  enforced  in  the  Highlands  a — 
a  comparatively  early  period.     In   our  Parish  th^ 
royal  forest  of  Cluny  or  Cluanie,  which  embraced  th-^ 
extensive  mountain  tracts  forming  the  border-lan(L_ 
of  Glenmoriston  and  Kintail,  were,  from  as  early  ^k^ 
the  thirteenth  century  at  least,  reserved,  nominalL  ^ 
for  the  King's  pleasure,  but  really  for  that  of  h  i 
representatives  in  Urquhart  Castle.     In  that  wici< 
preserve  no  unauthorised  person  was  allowed  to  hi]x:ii 
or  cut  wood  under  pain  of  severe  punishment,  and 
in  1573  letters   were   issued   by  James    the  Sixth 
protecting   it    from   the    inroads   of    gi-aziers,   and 
cutters    of    timber,    and    peelers    of    trees. ^     The 
destruction  of  the  woods  in  the  Loch  Ness  dictrict 
had  indeed  attracted  attention  before  this,  and  in 
15G3  Lord  Lovat  and  the  Laird  of  Grant  found  it 
necessary  to  obtain  from  the  Earl  of  Moray,  SheriflT 
of  Inverness,  an  order  prohibitinjj  the  cutting  and 
peeling  of  trees  in   the  "  woods  upon  Loucht  Kess 
and    thairabout,"    and   giving    the    magistrates  of 
Inverness  power  to  seize  all  gi'een  timber  and  bark 

1  The  Laird  of  Grant's  charter  of  1509  granted  to  him  tbe  office  t»f 
forester  of  the  forest  of  Cluanie,  but  the  property  of  the  forest  waa  reaerwii  \fj 
the  King.  In  time,  however,  the  forest  came  to  be  looked  upon  u  tJ»« 
property  of  the  Lairds,  by  whom  it  was  made  over  at  an  etrly  period,  pirtl/ 
to  the  Grants  of  Glenmoriston,  and  partly  to  the  Mackenzies  of  Kintail  ^^ 
Bond  by  Sir  John  Grant  to  Lord  Kintail,  dated  Ufst  Dec.,  1622— Oiiafr  *^  i 
Grant,  III.,  p  427.  J 
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illegally  brought  into  the  town.^  Tlie  protection  of 
the  woods  was  a  matter  of  serious  moment,  and 
numerous  regulations  on  the  subject  are  preserved 
ill  the  Grant  charter  chests.*  Regulations  were 
a.lso  made  from  time  to  time  for  the  preservation  of 
cleor  and  roe  ;  and  such  as  were  guilty  of  a1)reacli  of 
tliem  were  tried  before  tlie  baron -bailie,  and,  on 
oonviction,  severely  punished.^ 

The  timber  traffic  between  the  Parish  and  Inver- 

ixess  and  other  places  was  always  considerable.     To 

Inverness  the  trees  were  floated  down  the  loch  and 

river.     It  was  probably  of  Glen-Urquhart  oak  and 

Glenmoriston  pine  that  the  "  wonderful  ship''  was 

made  which,  as  the  old  chronicler,  Matthew  Paris, 

records,    the   Earl   of    St    Pol   and   Blois   built   at 

Inverness  in  1249  to  take  himself  and  his  followers 

to  tlie  Holy  Land.     In  the  seventeenth  century  the 

Lairds    of    (.Ilennjoriston    supplied    timber    for    the 

repair  of  Fort  rose  Cathedral,"*  and  the  re-erection  of 

'  Chiers  of  Oranl,  HI.,  128. 

'  SfC  for  oxA'npIe,  Apiondix  P. 

'See  Ai»[>-iMlix    P.     Ill   1C-2S,   llie    Karl    of   Seaforih,   Li.kI  Lov.it^  The 

^'^^'-wlio'rii,  (l.-jiiit  of  (J;finii»>ri>ion,  !VM«1   olhor-!,  ImhumI    11m'i)-<'Iv(>  and   their 

^*^**i)t««  hv  solniiii  wiit   lo  i»r«»;ect  d'^pr,  doo,  jitnl  n>e,   ih*'  "-laliji';  of  whirli 

***       a;ijH>hu».'«l    to    he    piiniVlicd    a**    theft,"   and    thr  n]\>unU)\^  of    \\l:i<h"iH 

*PI»Oimi»il  t'»  1h»  |»uni'*li«"<l  With  dcalli  and  csrheat  of  I h<*'i*  ;«"►•:  '-  inovciMe."— 

*  Tho  !'<»!i«>\\in;4  li'ii'T  fioiii  .IiiliM  Maxwell,  liislnip  «»**  1*  ■— .  to  the  Lainl 

®^  ^i  rant  U  pie-eivt^<l  ai  Castle  (I  ant  : — 

"15ur.k'. -JJ  Mav.h,  lti:]6. 
"lJ5.;l:t  \V„r.l.ij.full  Sir. 

"  You  wa<  |»1ea-rd  of  vour  owne  ])ioiH  di.sj>o<iti.ri.  t'»  n«'<Vs  plorie 

^''•■l  -'i"^  :  -  •.  \v..:il"-i  i;''",  \\'"Ii'  'it  iiv  df^'-rt.  t  »  i"-*;  '  "  'm-  1" 'i-'  i-f  V"«ur 
'"t^Jl  J.,  .  n:,  i^i.^i  i;,ii'''T  wlji- li  1  j'.iM  lo  «.i't  from  (I'- i  p- i  '-'''nir  ftr  the 
^'^-t^ird  ..  'Mnnvli  ..;'  I:--  -m  J»^  \..i.  t.  I  h-xvr  \hrvU.  m  j.  ;.  •..  ',,  ,'.]  ,  ...  iv  to 
***^    you   in   iii}nde  \vlth*t!ie  tii>l   «':!'^^e!it.'e  to  eiiue  doe  it,   f'-r  if  it  he  not 
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the  Inverness  wooden  bridge.'  In  1754  Sir  Ludo- 
vick  Grant  was  paid  £1000  for  the  oak  trees  oi 
Ruiskich,  and  with  the  money  paid  the  cost  of 
erection  of  the  present  Castle  Grant.'  Between 
1758  and  1763  the  Laird  of  Glenmoriston  realised 
£2000  from  his  woods.*  In  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  he  drew  about  £800  a  year  from 
them ; '  and  tliroughout  the  course  of  the  century 
the  timber  trade  from  both  divisions  of  the  Parish 
has  continued  to  be  an  important  source  of  revenue 
to  laird  and  labourer. 

Although  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  have  from 
a  veiy  early  period  been  employed  in  pastoral  anij 
agricultural  pursuits,  a  certain  number  have  always-    s. 
found  other  fields  of  industry,  such  as  the  timbe^^x- 
and  bark  traffic,  and  the  trade  in  skins  and  fiin 
which  at  one  time  seems  to  have  been  considerable 
Some,  too,  were  millers,  armourers,  blacksmiths,  > 
penters,  masons,  weavers,  shoemakers,    or   tailor^^.* 
At   times   attempts    were    made    to    start    8pe(^^a.) 

tjmel;  done,  this  Bommcr  ia  loat,  nnd  except  I  pet  your  heipe  the  bniBiii^^ 
tu  ua  purpose.  So  wiahipg  all  health  and  liappinesB  to  your  aelfe,  jour  a.-*] 
lady,  and  hoiiefull  children,  I  rest,  your  bounden  Mruand, 

"Jii^  Roaami, 

■■  To  the  right  woraohipfull  Sir  Johne  Omnt  of  Freuchie,  Knicht." 

'  Ur  Fraaer-Uackintoah'a  Letten  of  Tm>  Centuries  16. 

'  LoriaiBr's  MS.  of  1763.        *  Ibid. 

*  RobertsoDB  Agriculture  in  the  County  of  Imrerneffi,  20S. 

'  See  niite  2,  p.  444  lupra. 

'  The  folluwing  trades  and  uccupatioiu  are  mentiuDcil  iu  the  le^  pni- 
ceedingB  in  eonnection  with  the  Grent  Raid  nt  1S46  :— eletaiiiiti,  dirt, 
cteireacli  (church  oBlcer],  dempiiter  (the  offioer  nf  cuurt  wlio  pnmoinicod  iina\ 
candych  (ceaiinaich,  merchant),  goblu  (smith,  oc  armourer),  dequi^ 
(dyker),  tailor,  ahoetoilter,  forsar  (toreater),  bi>w 
[glazier).  , 
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industries.  Lorimer  records  that  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years  before  his  time — that  is,  about 
the  year  1630 — "  the  Laird  of  Grant  being 
informed  there  was  a  Copper  Mine  on  this  estate 
[Urquhart],  opposite  to  Pitkerrald,  laid  out  so  much 
money  in  digging^  for  it,  and  in  vain,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  sell  the  lands  of  Kilminnity,  &c.,  to  pay 
the  debts  contracted  in  this  project.  Another  Laird 
after  him  spent  a  great  deal  on  an  Iron  Manufactory 
there,  yet  succeeded  as  ill."  The  Iron  Manufactory 
and  its  dams  and  passages  are  mentioned  in  1634.^ 
It  probably  consisted  of  bloomeries,  traces  of  which 
are  to  be  found  at  Lochnabat.  Similar  indications 
are  found  at  Tomashee  and  Buntait.  The  birch 
woods  of  the  district  were  cut  down  and  utilized  in 
smelting  the  iron  —  the  ore  being  brought  from 
the  South,  and  sent  back  again  in  a  manufactured 
t-tate.*  Lime  has  been  made  at  Cartaly  for  ages.* 
Before  1756  the  housewives  of  the  Parish  and  their 
daughters  deftly  plied  the  distaff  and  spindle,  and, 
witli  the  assistance  of  local  weavers,  made  cloth  and 
linen  for  themselves  and  the  men  of  their  households. 
In   that  year  the  Trustees  for  Manufactories  and 

*  See  f(K)t  note,  p.  147  nipra, 

•  See  Api)cn(lix  C  for  Articles  of  Agreement  between  Sir  James  Grant 
an<l  James  Dolliin  as  to  lime  kihu. 

-  In  1769  Sir  Janice  (Jraut  employed  Mr  John  Williams,  a  mining 
engineer  in  the  scn-icc  of  the  Forfcite<l  EtitatoH  Commissioners,  and  the 
autlior  of  the  first  account  of  the  vitrifietl  fort  of  Craig  Phadrick,  to  prospect 
Trquliart  and  AKriachan  for  cojjper,  iron,  or  lead.  Williams  carefully  examined 
earth  and  stream,  and  found  "iron-st^ino,"  "specks  of  lead,"  and  "ja«i)ar- 
s.one,"  but  not  in  suthcient  <iuantiticii  to  pay  working  expenses.  At  Cartaly 
about  Kixtcon  difT-nMit  niincr.d-<,  ^ome  of  them  extremely  rare,  liave  been 
clisofjvere<l  wiihiu  recent  years.     The  fuUowiiig  f.ndyses  of  ten  of  them,  by 
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Fisheries  in  Scotland  acquired  from  Patrick  Grant 
of  Glenmoriston  107  acres  of  land  at  Invermoriston, 
and  erected  a  linen  and  woollen  factory,  which  was 
for  years  maintained  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Forfeited  Estates,  giving  employment  to  a  mmiber 
<^f  people,  including  about  forty  women.^  Before 
this  time  there  were  no  spinning  wheels  in  the 
Parish  ;  but  the  Trustees  distributed  some  amonijthe 
people,  and  in  a  few  years  they  entirely  superseded 
the  ancient  distaff  and  spindle.  In  1791  the  factory- 
was  closed,  and  its  site  re-conveyed  to  the  pruprietor 
of  Glenmoriston  ;  and  the  buildings  have  ever  since 
been  used  as  offices  in  connection  with  the  home 
farm.^ 

About  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the 
factory  at  Invermoriston,  the  Laird  of  Grant  erected 
a  similar,  but  smaller,  building  at  Kilmichael,  and 
let  it  as  a  linen  and  woollen  factory  to  Bailie  Alex- 


Profesflor  Heddle,  of  St  Andrews,  taken  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Invfl" 
netf8  FieM  (.'lul>,  vol.  I.,  p.  180 — see  also  p,  397 — may  l>o  of  intererf  i" 
minoralnji^sis  :  — 
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'  IVnu.uu'r?  Tuir  in  Scotljimi  in  1700,  p.  181. 

-  Sec  Appti.«li\  (.}  for  Account  of  tlie  lm.«*inc>s  ilono  at    the  F*i't"i7  •" 
176*1,  ;iM«l  Ao<:ount  of  the  <li>tril>ution  of  wIuhiIs  and  ret'ls  in  17*»I  <'•*>. 
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antler  Shaw,  of  Inverness — the  same  who  managed 

the      Invermoriston     concein.      "  The     gentlemen's 

\vives,"  writes  Lorimer,  in    1763,   "make  linen  at 

I'Oine  for  the  use  of  their  families,  Hut  sell  none. 

rh«*    tenants    both  make  and  sell    linen  ;    but  the 

JCTeatest  part  of  the  yarn  spun  in  Urquhart  is  sold 

to    Hfiilie  Shaw,  tliouf^h  there  are  perhaps  a  dozen 

\vea.vers  in   Urquhart.     The   Manufactory    [at  Kil- 

'iiJcliael]  is  on  the  decay.     Bailie  Shaw  has  dismissed 

sJniost  all  his  servants ;  but  the  spirit  of  spinning 

will   remain,  and  the  tenants  will  sell  their  yarn  at 

Inverness,  where  the  merchants  will  provide  them 

^^tth  seed  lint."      Through  the  good  offices  of  Sir 

Jatoes  Grant,  a  fresh  start  was  given  to  the  little 

^staljighment,  and,    although    the    manufacture    of 

*^en  has  long  ago  ceased,  it  has  ever  since  continued 

^*-*  flourish  in  its  own  smcUl  way  as  a  woollen  factory. 

Ale  was  brewed  by  the  good  wives  of  our  Parish 

''^irn  very  early  tunes,  and  the  brew-house  of  Kil- 

"^'ichael  was  in  the  sixteenth  century  so  important 

**•  property  that  it  was    specially  mentioned  in  the 

Ki"ant  of  Achmonie  to  the  Mackays,     For  centuries, 

P^bably,  it  had  yielded  a  valuable  revenue  to  the 

Church.     During  the    seventeenth  century  whisky 

hegan  to  take  the  place  of  ale,  and  so  great  did 

the   demand    for    the   new    spirit    become  that  the 

leading  men    in  the   Parish  started  small  stills  on 

their  own  account.     "  Shewglie,  Lochletter,  Corri- 

I      iDony,  Dulshangie,  Peter  Mackay  in  Polmaily,  John 

^■jtfacdonald  in  Achmonie,  and  William  Macdonald  in 

^■Temple,"    says    Lorimer,    "  distill    spirits,    and   all 
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except    Corrimony    and    John    Macdonald    use    tin- 
Laird's  woods  for  the  distillery.     They  should  not, 
be  allowed  to  take  so  much  as  a  rotten  stick  for  thi 
purpose.      Above  150   bolls  of  here  will  be  yearly 
distilled  by  these  people  in  spirits,  besides  what  betL-      , 
grows  on   their   own    farms.     If  these  people    will  ^ 
brew  and  distill,  they  should  pay  something  for  firf . 
of  which  none  should  be  wood."     The  tenants,  bi — ^^ 
states   elsewhere,    "  not   only  distill    Into    jiquavit*:^,^., 
what  barley  grows  to  themselves,  but  they  impoc^^t 
and    distill    a  great    deal    more."     The    resiUt    i^^f 
stringent  revenue  laws  was  to  suppress  these  sma^^; 
distilleries,  and  give  rise  to  illegal  distillation,  a^^^j 
to  a  brisk  illicit  trade  which  continued  till  far  ii^rnt<. 
the    present    century.      A    licensed    breweiy    i^^j,^ 
erected    within    the    century    at    Lewistown,   ^^i,,! 
another     at     Baluain.       The    latter    entirely    ^cdtf. 
appealed  years  ago.     In  the  former  beer  and  p*""*^. 
are  still  sold,  but  none  manufactui-ed. 

The  industrial  progress  of  the  people  was  \r\  tir 
past  greatly  retarded  by  the  want  of  conveni'eflj 
means  of  transit  and  communication.     From  eariitei 
times  a  "  road"  led  from  Inverness  by  Dunain  and 
Caiplich  to  Upper  Drumbuie,  yvhere  it  branched  od' 
into  two— one  branch  running  westward  to  Strath 
glass,  Kintail,  and  Lochalsh,  and  the  other  aeross  i 
the  Strath  of  Urqubart,  and  on,  by  Clunemore  ami  J 
the  south-eastern  flank  of  Mealfuarvonie,  to  (.ilenj 
moriston.  Glengarry,  and  Locbaber.     This  was 
road  by  which  English  and  Scottish   knights 
soldiers  travelled  between  Inverness  and  UiqulJ 
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he  days  of  Edward  the  First,  and  which  was 
ien  by  many  a  clan  and  military  expedition  in 
r  times.  The  Laird  of  Grajit's  charter  of  1 509 
md  him  to  improve  it.  It  is  possible  he  did 
«o ;  but  it  was  never  more  than  a  rough  track, 
sufficient,  perhaps,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
time— the  passage  of  men  and  horses  and  cattle  aud 
sledges.  Wlien  wheeled  carts  were  introduced  about 
the  middle  of  last  century,  better  means  of  com- 
munication became  necessary ;  and  to  the  Good  Sir 
James  belongs  the  credit  of  making  the  first  road  to 
quhart  fit  for  wheeled  vehicles.  It  ran  along  the 
of  Loch  Ness,  and  its  course  is  to  some 
nt  followed  by  the  present  highway,  which  was 
neered  by  Telford,  and  constructed  by  the 
ghlaud  Roads  and  Bridges  Commissioners  in  the 
By  years  of  the  present  century.  Sir  James 
fared  the  co-operation  of  the  other  proprietors  in 
quhart  in  opening  up  the  country,  and  the 
lent  roads  to  Corrimony  and  other  districts  are 
i  i£Bult.  The  first  road  in  Glenmoriston  was  that 
ide  by  General  Wade  from  Fort-Augustus  to 
loh,  and  on  to  Kintail  and  Glenelg.  The 
mt  Glenmoriston  road,  which  follows  the  line  of 
\  older  track,  was  the  work  of  the  Roads  and 
dges  Commissioners,  who  also  erected  the  hand- 
bridges  which  cross  the  Moriston  at  Inver- 
xm  and  Toi^oil.  We  have  seen  how  the  R^v. 
>ert  Monro  was,  in  1677,  unable  to  attend  to  bis 
9  io  Glenmoriston  for  the  reason  that  there  was 
I  on  the  river,  and  "  no  boat  to  transport 
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him    to    his    charge."     Hie    flock    manafjed 
without    such     conveniences.      "  This    river,    Ih--  -** 
divides     GleiunoriBton.     into     two    parts,"     writ»-^^* 
Lorimer,   "  is  so  deep  iii  every  part  as  not    to  b» 
fordable  for  men  or  horses,  aod,  there  being  no  Wr  -** 
on  it,  every  child  frt>m  eight  years  of  age  learned  * 
swim.     This  shows  the  effects  of  necessity,  by  wliicc**  -^''" 
many  difficult  things  are  rendered  very  easy.'" 

Loch  Ness  was  an  important  medium  of  trans\.^  ■^«it 
and  communication  at  an  early  period.     We  have  see^^^een 
that  it  was  used  for  the  floating  of  timber.     It  ws^.^-wii8 
in  one  of  the  coracles  of  the  time  that  St  ColumfcC  «-:mba 
sailed  against  the  wind  when    returning  from  tlf  J"  the 
court  of  the  Pictlsh  king.     We  find  "  great  boatz*--«(s" 
on   the    Loch    in    the    sixteenth    and    seventeen -«^^»jr/} 
centuries.     In  the  latter  century  Cromwell's  soldi^»-^efs 
launched  upon  it  their  famous  frigate.'     After  TTZTAe 
Fifteen  General  Wade  built  at  Fort-Augustus  tJtt 
"Highland  Galley,"  a  vessel  of  twenty-five  or  thi^^ 
tons,  which,   with  its  successors,  continued  to  i«-i;n 
from  end  to  end  of  the  Loch  until  the  partial  open."m(;a. 
of  the  Caledonian  Canal  in   1818.     In  1822  the  fint 
steamboat  passed  from  sea  to  sea,  and  a  steanisfo^) 
traffic   was  thus  started  which    has    now  attained 
considerable  magnitude. 

It  was  one  of  the  rules  of  Highland  hospitalitv 
that  if  a  traveller  asked  for  bed  and  board  for  .i 
night  his  request  was  granted,  no  questions  beini; 
put  as   to  whence  he  had  come  or  where  he  was 


'  Bri<ige8  are   mentioned  Ed   the  Urquhart  ehuter  of   1609.    DroM'- 
ilruchit  (llu)  Hidge  of  the  Bridge]  is  menlioucd  u  url;  as  17S0,  ahonni  >''' 
I  here  »aa  n  bridge  there  before  that  period. 
>  See  p.  170  ti 
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ing,  or  whether  he  was  a  friend  or  foe.  But  as 
'avelling  became  more  common,  gratuitous  t-nter- 
tainment  ceased  to  be  entirely  relied  on,  and  sinall 
inns  or  hosteiries  l>egiin  to  arise.  The  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  in  our  Parish  was  the  l)rew- 
liouse  at  Kilinichael,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  a 
place  of  some  consequence  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
Before  1763  an  inn  wns  opened  at  Drumnadrochit, 
which  was  in  that  year  under  lease  to  James  Grant 
of  Shewglie,  who  also  "  farmed"  the  brew-house  from 
Mackay  of  Aehmonie,  "in  order  to  pi-event  disputes." 
I  1779  Sir  James  Grant  acquired  the  brew-house 
ing  with  the  estate  of  Aehmonie,  and  it  ceased  to 
The  change-house  of  Drunmadroehit  con- 
bued  to  prosper,  and  it  is  now  a  large  establisli- 
,  and  a  favourite  summer  resort.' 
Aft^r  the  time  of  General  Wade,  and  perhaps  lur 
me  time  before  it,  there  was  a  small  inu  at  Aonach 
9- Glenmoriston,  which  was  discontinued  many  '.ejirs 
ago  when  the  present  inn  at  Torgoil  was  opened, 
At  Aonach  Samuel  Johnson  and  his  friend  Boswi^H 
passed  a  night  in  1773.  "  Early  in  the  afternoon," 
records  the  eage,  "  we  i;ame  to  Anoch,  a  village  in 
Ulenmollison  [.su'J  of  three  huts,  one  of  which  is 
Jistinguished  by  a  chimney.  Here  we  were  to  dine 
ind  ledge,  and  were  conducted  through  the  first 
xtota,  that  had  the  chimney,  into  another  lighted  by 
ksmall  glass  window.  The  landlord  attended  us 
fch  great  civility,  and  cold  us  what  he  could  give 
I  to  eat  and  drink.  I  found  some  books  on  a  shelf, 
nong  which  were  a  volume  or  more  of  Prideaux's 

e  Appendix  R  for  cfiuaioati  from  the  DrumuadrrfC'liit  ViaiUira'  Book. 
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Connection.  This  I  mentioned  as  something  unex- 
pected, and  perceived  that  I  did  not  please  him.  I 
praised  the  propriety  ol"  his  language,  and  was  ^^ 
answered  that  I  need  not  wonder,  for  he  had  learned  .£»-=( 
it  by  grammar,  ,  .  .  As  we  came  hither  early  '\^'X]\ 
in  the  day,  we  had  time  sufficient  to  survey  the;^,-^'^ 
place.  The  house  was  built,  like  other  huts,  of  loos(^^^-,gj 
stones,  but  the  part  in  which  we  dined  and  slept  waaj^T^rg^ 
built  with  turf  and  wattled  with  twigs,  wblch  kep  «^.^nt 
the  earth  from  falling.  Near  it  was  a  garden  a::>  Qf 
turnips  and  a  field  of  potatoes."' 

The  Inn  of  Invermoristoa  was  probably  later  ir  (^ 
origin  than  that  of  Aonach.  At  Ruiskich  a  sm^^.^3ay 
change-house  was  erected  during  the  construction  ^  Qf 
Telford's  road ;  but  it  has  now  been  closed. 

In  1763,  according  to  Lorimer,  the  tenants  aMz_^£/ 
mailers   lived    in    turf- roofed    houses,  the    walls  ctf" 

which  were  constructed  of  turf,  timber,  and  wid 
work.     It    took    centuries  to    arrive  at  that  st^^^ 
of  comparative  perfection.     In  Lorimer's  time   "^he 
lairds    had    already    prohibited    the   use   of  tioLler 

'  ■'  Some  lime  after  dinner."  ruliU  Johnsun,  "  we  wers  surprued  by   Oir 
entranoB  of  a  fouug  womau,  Dab  ineleguit  utber  in  mien  or  dre<»,  wlio  a 
ua  wliutliur  KB  would  have  ten.     We  found  Lhat  aha  via*  the  daughter  of  Wr 
hn«t,  and  desired  her  to  midie  il.     Her  couveraation,  like  ber  appearance,  •» 
gentle  and  pleaeiug.     We  knew  thul  the  girls  of  the  Highland!  wen  ili 
gentlewumen.  and   treated   her  with   great  respect,  which  she  receiml  w 
antomary  aud  due,  and  wae  neither  eluted  by  it,  nor  coufosed,  but  repuV  nij' 
civilities  without  embarrBssment,  and  told    me  baw   much  I  honoured  he 
country  bj  coming  to  survey  it.     She  had  been  M  Invornem  to  giin  !*• 
cnmmon  female  qualificatjune,  and  had,  like  her  father,  the  Engliib  pnnulKi' 
Btiou.     I  presented  her  with  a  book  which  1  happened  t< 
■hould  nut  be  plemed  to  think  that  »he  furgeta  me."     Boawell,  in  hiaJmnu' 
of  the  Tour,  Btatea  that  the  host,  whose  name  was  M'Queen,  was  "  out"  in  Tb» 
Forty-Rve.     Tlie  hook   wliich   Johnson   gave   to  the   host's  daughW  •" 
IJoektr't  Arilkmetic,  which  he  had  purchaeed  at  InvemMi. 
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walls,    and    the 


result    was    that    the    people 
'Stone    walls,    about    four    or 
live  feet  in  height.     These  in  time  gave  place    to 
stone-ancl-lime  walls ;  and  the  buildings  have  grad- 
ually improved  until  the  old  black  houses  have  now 
all  but  disappeared,  and  given  place  to  neat,  com- 
►rtable  cottages,  stone-and-lime  built,  and  roofed 
1th  slate.     The  dwelling-houses  of  the  lairds  and 
le  houses  of  Balraacaan,  Shewglie,  and  Lochletter, 
'ere  probably  stone  built  as  early  as  the  sixteenth 
tury,  and  the  Castle  was  a  marvel  of  substantial 
ion    work    as    early  as    the    thirteenth.     It  was 
not.    however,    till    the    seventeenth    century   that 
turf  and  heather  gave  place  to  slate  on  the  roof  of 
le  residence  of  the  lairds  of  Glenmoriston  ;    and 
,te  was  firet  used  by  the  proprietors  of  Corriniony 
1740,  when  the  Old  House — the  oldest  dwelling 
the  Parish — was  erected.     In  1761  and  1762 
le  present  houses  of  Lochletter  and  Shewglie  were. 
respectively  built,  and  covered  with  slate ;  and  before 
the  end  of  the  century  the  Manse,  and  the  houses  of 
ikefield,    Dulshangie,  and  Polmaily,    were  roofed 
ith  the  same  material." 


■Largo  auma  Imve  been  ei ponded ^bj  the  pniprietors  of  the  Parish  oii 
-d-welling-housed,  oflieeE,  macU,  kc,  within  recent  ycar^.  The  Inte  John  Chorlee, 
Ku-1  of  SeaQetd,  wU(jBU<xeededitil853,  anddiediii!881,did  mucli  ia  the  waj- 
o(  impro  vein  Bute  on  hia  Urquhart  eBtat«,  and  !iia  policy  was  followed  l>y  hU 
>OD,  who  died  in  1884,  aud  has  been  conlinued  by  bis  widow,  tbe  prcaeat  pro- 
prietrix—wilh  the  result  that  from  Whitsunday,  1853,  to  Whitaunday,  18B2, 
£36,S95  baa  been  expended  by  the  SetiSeld  tamilj  ou  teoaats'  holding!  ou  tbe 
Urquhart  estate  ;  £29.171  10a  2d  on  general  eatate  im  prove  men  ta,  including 
buildings,  feuces,  roods,  and  bridgeii ;  £12,517  16ii  uu  Balinaoaan  mansJOD 
house  sud  oSlcea  ;  and  £26,118  6a4don  woods  and  plautatioiiB — making  •  total 
-expenditure  of  £104,432  12*  Od  in  thirty-nine  yeitrs. 
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iron  or  his  bailie  was  absolute  and  almost 
liversal.  He  sentenced  to  death  offenders  within 
e  barony  for  murder  or  theft/  and  he  fined  or 
iprisoned  them  for  assaults,  for  killing  deer  or 
her  protected  wild  animals,  or  for  cutting  or 
.rking  trees,  or  destroying  green  sward.  He  made 
les  for  the  regulation  of  agriculture  and  ti-ade,  and 
m  pi'otection  of  growing  timber  ;  and  he  fixed  the 
l^es  of  servants  and  the  prices  of  commodities. 
e  granted  decrees  of  removing  against  tenants,  and 
dgmenta  for  rents  and  other  debts  ;  and  generally 
!cided  between  man  and  man  on  the  countless 
lestions  which  ai'ose  in  tlie  past,  as  they  arise  in 
le  present.  The  tenantry  were  obliged  to  attend 
s  court,  which  was  opened,  conducted,  and  closed 
ith  much  pomp  and  formality.  For  failure  in  this 
ity  they  were  liable  in  pecuniary  penalties,  which, 
ith  the  fines  paid  by  criminal  offendere,  went  into 
le  pocket  of  the  baron.  Reference  has  been  made 
)  the  singular  manner  in  which,  by  the  charters  of 
509,  the  lands  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmonston  -wen- 
ivided.  The  effect  on  the  administration  of  justice 
as  very  cmious  beibre  the  consolidation  of  the 
•attered  fragments  which  made  up  the  several 
aronies.  The  few  persons  who  inhabited  Cluanie. 
Q  the  borders  of  Kintail,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
lamoch  and  Kerrownakeill,  on  the  marches  of 
tathglass,  were,  along   with    those    of  the  other 
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lands  included  in  the  Urquhart  barony,  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Urquhart  court,  which  sat  at 
the  Castle,  or  elsewhere  within  the  barony,  the  more 
serious  cases  among  them  being,  however,  sometimes 
sent  to  Castle  Grant  for  trial.  ^     The  inhabitants  of 
Corrimony,  and  of  the  detached  Corrimony  lands 
of     Achintemarag,     Divach,    and    Pitkerrald-croy, 
received  justice,  for   a   time,   at   Corrimony ;    and 
those   of    Glenmoriston   and  the    detached    Glen- 
moriston  possessions  of  Culnakirk  (including  Easter 
Milton)  and  Half  of  Clunemore,  in  Glenmoriston ; 
while  the   people  of  Achmonie  had   to  appear  at 
Spynie  or  Kinmylies.     It  has  already  been  related 
how  the  proprietors  found  it  expedient  to  mitigate 
the  inconveniences  that  arose  from  this  arrangement 
by    readjusting    their    marches.       It    is    doubtful, 
indeed,   whether  Corrimony  offenders  had   not  to 
appear  before  the  Urquhart  court  ever  after  1580, 

^  The  courts  were  sometimes  held  at  Bahnat-aan,  sometimes  at  Pitkerrald. 
and  latterly  at  Drumnadrochit.     There  is  a  field  on  the  holding  of  Gn^taig 
culled  Druim-na-Cuirt— the  Ridge  of  the  Court — where  pn^bably  court*  were 
held.     John   Grant  of  Glenmorihton,  chamberlain  and  baron-bailie  for  tiie 
Laird  of  Grant,  write8  from  Rdmacaan,  in  1624,  to  the  Laird  thus  : — **Your 
virscheii)  sail  re.saue  [receive]  the  man  that  sleue  your  serwand  Doull  Tyyer 
fra  the  l^carrris,  for  I   thocht  meitter  till  send  him  till  your  selff,  nor  till  gif 
him  the  lawe  heir."     I'ntil  the  Vjei'innmg  of  this  century,  a  paid  pil*r  w«» 
kept  in    Trquliart.     **  There  has  always,"  pays  Lorimer,  "  lx«n  a   Piper  in 
Urciuhart  l>el(«iigin^  to  the  Family  of  Grant,  whcvse  sallary  lias  lioen  coni*t«otlj 
paid  by  a  small  iH)rtion  of  oats  from  each  tenant.     Tlie  tenants  ^-ant  to  get 
free  of  tliis  Tax,  but  it  is  8ul)mittc<l  whether  or  not  it  i«  not  letter  to  continue 
it,  as  the  Tax  i>  ^nlalI,  and.  being  in  use  to  be  p:»id.  it  is  not  verj*  M?n>iMy  feh. 
If  ynu  let  it  dn;p.  the  Highland  Musick  is  I(\st,  which  would  U*  a  er*'al  li>ss  in 
case  of  a  civil  or  foreign  "War  ;  and  such  Musiek  is  j»an  of   the  Ai»i»end-ijrp'«  ^'f 
the  Diu'iiity  of  tin*  Family.     The  comnidus  are  nmch  ]»lca>ctl  wirh  this  Mu*ick. 
Hn<l  the  u>c  of  il  will  b<.'  a  means  of  [>o'iulari(y  amon-j-t  s-ome." 
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when  the  superiority  of  Corri- 
mony  waa  conveyed  to  the  lairds 
of  Grant.  One  result  of  The 
Forty-Five  was  that  the  juris- 
diction of  baron  courts  waa 
greatly  curtailed  by  Parliament, 
and  although  they  for  some  time 
continued  as  a  shadow  of  their 
old  selves,  none  has  for  many 
years  past  been  held  in  our 
Parish.  They  left  offenders 
against  the  Seventh  Command- 
ment to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  church  courts,  and  guilty 
persons,  clothed  in  sackloth,  and 
sitting  on  the  stool  of  repentance, 
were  solemnly  dealt  with  in 
presence  of  the  congregation. 
If  meet  repentance  did  not 
follow,  they  were  liable  to 
excommunication.  Tlie  church 
courts,  too,  until  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  took  cog- 
nisance of  such  matters  as 
.  divorce,  conjugal  quarrels,  and 
\  slander :  and  the  session  atlmin- 
,„y  istered  the  fund  for  the  ]>oor, 
()» NECK  Asi>  wuisT>;.  wliicli  wus  iTiLsed  from  yiiurch 
allections,  private  ((mtrilmtions,  and  tines  paid  by 
R'akers  of  the  moral  law.' 


4C,4: 


URgUHART    AND    ULENMOBISTON. 


I 


Did  space  permit  some  account  might  be  ^veu 
oi'tlie  sports  and  recreations  of  our  forefatliers,  and 
tlieir  customs  in  connection  with  births,  christenings, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  with  Beltane,  Halloween, 
(■hristmas,  and   the    New  Year.      Tliese,   however, 
did  not  differ  materially  from  those  of  the  Highlands 
generally,  regaitling  which  much  has  been  recorded 
by  other  writers.     Great  changes  have  taken  place 
within    recent    times.      The    long   christening   ani^^ 
marriage  rejoicings  have  been  discontinued,  and  sc::^ 
have    piping     and     dancing    at     lykewakes,     anc:^ 
excessive    feasting    and    drinking    and    consequet^^ |; 
fighting  at  fiinei'als.'      Tlie  ceilidh,  with  its  tale=:^ 
and  songs,  and  riddles,  and  amusements,  has  giv^^jj 
place    to    the   newspaper,  with  its  serial  story  a«.~stJ 
political  and  general  news.     Comfortable  houses  lia-x-e 
superaeded  the  huts  of  the  past.     The  tiller  of  tlie 
soil  is  no  longer  satisfied  with  its  bare  produce,  hut 
buys  large  quantities  of  tea,  wheaten  bread,  aorf 

'  lAtiay  BtoriM  mighl  lie  t«]d  of  figliU  at  funeralit,  but  iine  will  mSre 
A  miaU  upright  Btono  by  Ihe  rutd-eiilc  nmr  Livisie  iiiarkt  the  grafe  of  m 
olrl  wnmaii  wlio  IJveil  and  ilicd  on  tbc  up|)uiitc  nlile  iif  tlie  river,     Afler  litr 
fuDPnl  urosiKil  the  river,  the  men  of  the  Bmea  of  (SlenriiiiriHloa  |ir>i|HiHd  that 
■lis  nhoulil  be  carried  ucit  t^i  Cliwlitii  Ulioirchrardi  while  the  luvermariiun 
lucD  iuBigl«t  thai  ati«  rhould  1m>  taken  nut  to  Olachan  Ckolutufhille.    A  fi|ht 
rpfulteil,  and  ecveral  perjotu  were  killed— and  llien  the  mrvivara  solTed  Um> 
queaUon  si  iuDe  by  bur; iii|t  the  b-kdy  wiiere  thej  wct«.    Tlie  Urqubart  uiil 
Glentnuriitou  incn  have  always  Iwen  a  Ui^hUaK  raix,     When  Uivy  iiorr  uiM. 
pii|;>g:ad  agaiiiBt  a  ciiiumoii  fi«   they  fiiuKht  atuoug   UiBinwlsM— Uniulart 
fiiiight  wilh  (ilenuiotiitou,  the  Braes  ol  Urijuhart  with  tli«  Stntli,  the  ujipei 
rllstriut  <>f  Qlenmui-iaton  vitli  tbo  lower,  and  Uie  Qraats  nitli  nich  as  were  not 
of  that   name.    The  old  "piril,  it  munt  bn  confo»ed,  h»f  not  yet  cntirHT 
died  out.     See  A|ipeuilix  T  fur  |>a|>era  referring  to  an  auiuaing  fmc|  ig  17)7 
brtwci-n  llie  Gianlt  anil   "ilitir  tTr>]uliBrt  men  regnrrliiig  the   laarnsic  o(  m 
Urquhart  heireiw. 
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other  stuffs.  He  no  longer  tans  his  own  leather,  or 
niakea  his  own  shoes  and  harness — no  longer  grows 
iis  own  flax,  or  makes  his  own  linen  and  cloth.  The 
old  fir  candles  have  given  place  to  paraffin  lamps ; 
and  in  the  lower  districts  coal  has  almost  entirely 
superseded  peat  as  fuel.  Some  of  the  changes 
ar«  improvements  :  others  are  not.  But  while  we 
f^gret  the  disappearance  of  many  a  kindly  custom 
tt-rid  pleasant  feature  of  the  past,  we  must  also 
»W3 knowledge  the  greater  security  of  life  and  property, 
a-rid  the  more  liberal  measure  of  knowledge  and 
prosperity  and  physical  comfort,  that  belong  to  the 
I»  resent.  On  tliese  points,  at  least,  the  rebuke  of 
the  ancient  Preacher  may  still  be  taken  to  heart. 
"  Say  not  thou,"  said  he  to  the  discontented  Israel- 
ites who  looked  back  to  a  golden  age  which  had 
atf-ver  existed — "  Say  not  thou.  What  is  the  cause 
tKat  the  former  days  were  better  than  these  ?  for 
[  tfaondoet  not  enquire  wisely  concerning  this." 
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APPENDIX  A  (Paob  26). 

Description  op    Drquh&rt   Castle,    bt   Alexander    Roba, 
F.R.I.B.A.,  F.G.S.,  Photost  op  InverhbsS. 

The  Castle  ie  built  ou  the  rocky  promontory  of  Strone,  which  is 

atrfoimled  from  the  hill  of  Cnoc-na-h-lolaire  by  a  low-lyiug  neck  of 

Und.     The  promoutory  is  further  cut  off  from  the  m&iuljiiid  by  a 

dry     uicwit    about    80    feet    wide,    and    of    conBidenible    depth, 

lonoiug  with  the  niitiirnl  escttrpmeDt  of  the  rock  on  which   the 

^Outlo  Htaiids  11  very  etTectual  defence,  the  height  from  the  bottom 

t  the  oiuut  Ui  the  base  of  the  walla  of  the  Catttle  varying  from 

ll  to  50  feet.     The  moat  does  not  seem  to  have  been  cut  down 

k  the  levd  of  the  looh,  and  now  its  original  depth  is  very  much 

i  hy  the  large  quiuitity  of  dtlmt  which  has  fallen  into  it. 

idng  along  the  neck  of  land  and   over  the  moat,  we  reach 

j'  iodc   on    which    the    Caatlo    standi^ — a   mass    of    aandutone 

iglonMnttOi  about  50?  feet  long  by    160  broad,  and  having  an 

t  of  about  two  ncrca.     The  general  conformation  rosemblea 

abotir^laaa,  the  longer  axis  lying  S.W.  and  N.E.     The  Hurfooe 

■  tlie  rock  is  very  rugged  and  uneven,  standing  al  the  north  end 

1  20  to  30  feet  out  of  the  water,  while  at  the  south  it  reaches 

ight  of  about  80  feet.     The  rock  stood  about  6  feet  higher 

I  Mf  the  water  before  the  Caledoniati  Canal  operations  raised 

f  level  of  the  loch.     It  proaeuts  a  precipitous  face  all  round, 

t  nt  the  centre  of  the  east  side  facing  the  loch,  where  there 

I  indentation,  with  ii  gmvelly  slope  down  to  a  small  cov^ 

II  forms  a  convonionl  landing  place  for  boats.     Here  stixvd  the 
r  gat«,  the  Undwanl  entrance  being  opposite  to  it  ou  the 

I  side.  The  Castle  was  approached  from  the  land  by  a 
li  roadway  between  two  parapet  walls,  which,  at  a  jMint  about 
sot  from  the  main  gtit«way,  crossed  the  moat  hy  a  draw- 
i  IS  f<!ct  wide.  From  the  drawbridge  there  is  a  rise  of  alxiut 
L  ti)  the  gateway.  'Ilie  approach  from  the  bridge  bo  t|ie 
a  Jock  not  strike  directly  on  the  doorway,  but  on  the  northern 
sfhicb  conuDoudod  the  approach,  utd  prevented  a  dlreul 


jffSS 


DICES- 


r   t«0, 


.ton"."! 


medo" 


gVdi  ' 


belo' 


aton^-        „,«.   eo*^^      „B  over-      _„^-v  ^D"^  „  noc"" 

lui  '^'^,    „to^»>^^J  _.„\n  ttftte  '  "  .  Aeai-  ,   ,ve  6o»*^^  also    »« 


•«   „    «i>4  ?" 


oi  *", 


.WW"* 


°'    1  Soon*  "'t  .ti»  •'■""'i  „«  *o  »t°  " -nt"  ^%.  «■•  »" 
^^iowso'^wtw""^*...  coo"  '"'„„to-»*       kt  *».'? 


'*.    the 


.rt^»i";Mt»s 


ocan 


1*0  ""I 


^teim  ' 


ol 
,\oo6 


»**!,; 


■'t-r*-' 


iottT(»6. 


intia'' 


court  "' 


iei:t  ' 


,   doni"" 


APPENDICES. 


4e» 


If  the  iHUTHcks  and  domestic  building  remaiua  of  which  are  still 
■en,  game  of  them  being  clnj-built,  of  inferior  construction,  and 
of  comparatively  recent  date.  The  outer  walla  here  converge 
tnarards  the  donjon,  giving  this  court  a  triangiUar  shape. 

The  donjon  tower  Htanda  at  the  apei,  or  extreme  N.E.  end 

of  the  triangle,  &nd  measures  externally  40  feet,  by  36  feet,  and  is 

•U>ut  50  feet  high.     The  walla  of  three  sides  only  remain,  those 

of  the  southern  face  having  completely  dlNappcared,  excepting  a 

"mall  portion  of  the  ground  floor  immediately  over  the  vaidt.'     The 

lower    consists    of    four    storeys.       Underground    is   the    vault, 

»hich    measures    16    feet   6  inches  by    14  feet  6  inches,  and  is 

entered  from  a  small  postern  on  the  N.E.  face.     In  the  vault 

there   is   a  small    loop-hole  or  window,  which  opens  under  the 

entrance  doorway  from  the  court  to  the  tower.     From  the  north 

siile  of  the  recess  between  the  postern  gate  and  the  entrance  to  the 

Vault  rises  a.  small  stair  to  the  hall  above.     The  floor  of  the  hall  is 

level   with  the  court,  from  which  it  is  entered  by  a  door  on  the 

weat   side.      From  the  hall   a  wheeling   stair  leads  to  the  next 

&.partment   over,    and    thence   to   the   third    storey,    the  roof  of 

"iivhich  was  \-aulted  in  stone  at  the  level  of  the  parapet  walls,  as 

evidenced  by  the  portion  of  vault  still  remainuig  on  the  north 

side.      Under  this  arch  is  the  only  fireplace  discoverable  m  the 

k;eep  of  the  Caatle.     A  roof  chamber  probably  existed  over  the 

■Vaulted  one,  but  aa  no  part  of  this  remains,  we  can  only  conjecture 

the  use  made  of  the  roof  space. 

Fortunately,  enough  remains  of  the  walla,  corbelling,  and 
ttirrets  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  general  character  and 
istylo  of  finish.  The  tower  had  square  tiurets  projecting 
about  a  foot  over  the  walls  at  the  four  angles.  These  turrets 
virere  finished  with  gables  and  saddle-back  roofs.  The  cor- 
belling ran  roimd  the  tower,  and  a  bartizan  projected  over  the 
main  doorway,  with  machicolations  through  which  missiles  were 
tlischarged.  As  the  plan  of  site  shows,  the  tower  was  not 
Hqiiare,  but  live-sided,  a  portion  of  the  eastern  face  being  curtailed 
to  suit  the  contour  of  the  rock,  on  which  it  is  founded. 

From  the  N.E.  angle  of  the  tower  ran  the  great  wall  of  the 
fortress  right  up  to  the  main  gateway,  and  thence  on  to  the  S.W. 
ftngle,  thus  presenting  a  strong  and  continuous  barrier  on  the 
landward  side.  From  the  keep  to  the  gateway  the  walls  are  still 
well  preserved,  being  of  great  thickness,  with  battlements,  and 
path  along  top. 

'  Since  page  211  lupra  pnased  through  the  presa,  the  Author  has  diBcovor«d 
■  letter  from  his  ancestor,  JnhD  Mackfty  of  Achmonie,  to  Brigadier  Grant,  dated 
19lb  Feb.,  1T15,  in  irhich  Achmnnie  eUtea— "  The  CtateU  off  Urqubirt  u 
bloweD  down  with  the  last  gtorme  off  wind,  the  Bonth-west  syde  therotT  to 
the  Inich  woult  \]iw  T&ult]." 


470  4^P£NDICE8. 

A  curious  knoll  or  moupd  is  raised  in  the  centre  of  the  ccoi^ 
between  the  gateway  and  the  keep,  the  top  being  rectangoliur  in 
form  and  about  30  feet  high.  Whether  it  is  the  site  of  a  chapd 
or  place  of  execution  it  is  difficidt  to  say.  There  are  apparent 
traces  of  the  fovmdations  of  a  building  on  it. 

The  Castle,  having  a  life  of  600  years  at  least,  has  no  doubt 
undergone  many  changes,  and  has  had  large  portions  of  its  walls 
built  and  rebuilt  during  its  existence.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to 
assign  exact  dates  to  the  various  parts;  but,  judging  frtxn 
architectural  evidence,  the  oldest  portions  now  standing  are  the 
donjon  tower,  the  gateway,  the  curtain  waUs  on  the  land  skle,  and 
some  fragments  of  walls  on  the  south-east  side,  particularly  near 
the  water  gate  and  thence  on  to  the  tower.  These  probaUj 
belong  to  the  period  of  Edward  the  First,  although  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  tower  itself  has  undergone  some  modificatioii 
in  its  upper  work  since  that  period. 

The  barracks  built  in  the  inner  court  and  against  the  east 
wall,  and  indicated  by  dotted  lines  on  the  plan,  are  distinctly  of 
later  date,  and  may  have  been  the  work  of  John  the  Bard,  who 
was  taken  bound  by  his  charter  of  1509  to  execute  oertam 
improvements.     (See  page  79  9upra), 
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APPENDIX  C  (Paqks  116,  442,  and  451). 

I.    LSABS  BT  TBE   BiBHOP   OF    MOBAT    TO   JOHN   MaCKAT   AND 

HiB  WiiTE,  OP  AcHUOSU.     1654.     [Translated  from  the 
Latin,  in  MS.  Register  of  Moray,  in  Advocates'  Library,] 

To  all  and  sundry,  sons  of  the  mother  Church,  to  whose  notiee 
Ihese  present  letters  may  come,  Patrick,  by  the  mercy  of  God 
Insbop  of  Moray  and  perpetual  commendator  of  the  abbey  of 
Scone,  health  in  the  Lord  everlasting  :  Wit  ye  us  with  ezprcs8 
«oneent  and  assent  and  advice  of  the  chapter  of  our  Cathedral 
Church  of  Moray,  ehapterly  assembled  for  the  occasion,  and  the 
"Utility  of  us  and  of  our  said  church  of  Moray  being  foreseen, 
meditated,  considered,  and  understood,  and  diligent  discussion  and 
mature  deliberation  having  been  had  beforehand,  to  have  set, 
Tented,  let,  and  at  feuferme  dimitted  to  our  lovites  John  McGilleis 
*ilitu  MuKaye,  and  Katherine  Euen  Canycht  his  spouse,  and  the 
survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs  and  assignees  and  land  labourers 
and  sub-tenants,  many  or  one,  of  no  greater  authority  than  them- 
Holvcs  the  principals  John  and  Katherine,  all  and  sundry  our 
lands  of  Awohmanye,  with  the  brew-house  thereof  called  Kill- 
michacU,  with  all  and  sundry  their  pcrtinonts,  lying  within  the 
barony  of  KiumyUes,  regality  of  Spynie,  and  shire  of  Inverness,  tor 
all  the  terms  and  years  of  nineteen  years,  beginning  at  Whit- 
sunday in  the  year  of  the  Lord  1554,  and  thereafter  continuing 
together  and  successively  from  year  to  year  and  term  to  term  to 
the  complete  course  and  ish  of  nineteen  years  aforesaid  :  To  hold 
and  to  have  all  and  sundry  the  before-named  lands  of  Awchmonye 
and  brew-house  thereof  called  Kilmichaell,  with  all  and  sundry 
their  pertinents  lyiog  as  aforesaid,  to  the  aforesaid  John  McGilleia 
alia*  McEuye  and  Katherine  Euen  Chanycht  his  spouse,  and  the 
survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs  and  assignees  and  subtenants 
and  land  labourers,  many  or  Jone  beforesatd,  of  us  and  our  suc- 
ceasors,  bishops  of  Moray,  for  all  and  sundry  terms  of  the  said 
nineteeu  years,  as  the  said  lands  with  the  pertinents  do  lie  in 
length  and  breath  due  and  wont,  iu  houses  and  biggtugs,  with 
culture  and  common  pasture,  free  entry  and  ish,  together  with  all 
other  and  sundry  liberties,  commodities,  profits,  and  easements, 
and  their  just  pertinents  whatsoever,  far  and  near,  to  the  afore- 
named lands,  with  the  pertinents  and  brew-house  thereof,  belonging 
or  that  may  in  any  way  in  future  justly  belong,  fully,  quietly, 
wholly,  honourably,  well,  and  iu  peace,  without  any  resen-e,  revo- 
cation, contradiction,  or  obstacle  Viliatsoever :  Rendering  therefor 
yearly  the  said  John  McGilleia  aliat  McKaye  and  Katherine  Euen 
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Climiycht  his  spouae,  and  their  foresaidii,  to  its  and  our  successors. 
nun  or  more,  and  oiir  and  their  ohemberlains  or  factors,  one  or 
more,  for  the  time,  for  the  said  lands  at  Awchmouye  and  brew- 
house  thereof,  with  their  pertiaeuts,  the  sum  of  three  pounds 
usual  money  of  ScotlnDd,  three  shilling  and  fourpence  for  two 
tirlota  of  dry  multure,  and  two  kids,  at  the  two  usual  terms  of  thu 
y  fir,  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas  in  ftinter,  by  equal  portions,  with 
the  other  Bervioes  due  and  wont  from  the  said  lands  of  Awchmonye 
Hiul  brew-house  thereof,  contained  iu  the  old  rental :  And  we 
indy,  the  aforesaid  Patrick,  bishop  of  Moray,  and  our  succeeson 
for  the  time  being,  do  warrant,  acquit,  and  for  ever  defend,  iill  and 
isundry  the  aforesaid  lands  of  Awchmonye  and  the  brew-house 
I  hereof,  with  all  and  sundry  their  pertuieuts,  lyiu)^  as  said  is,  to 
ihc  said  John  McGilleis  alitu  McKaye  and  KJathcrine  Euen 
Canycht  his  spouse,  and  the  longer  liver  of  them,  and  their  heirs  and 
assigueea,  and  their  tenants  and  laud  labourers,  one  or  more 
aforesaid,  during  the  space  and  terms  of  nineteen  years,  as  afon.-- 
siiid.  In  witness  of  the  whicli  thing,  our  round  seal,  together 
with  the  common  seal  of  our  chapter  of  Moray,  and  the  manual 
subscriptions  of  us  and  of  the  canons  of  our  said  chapter,  are 
appended,  at  Elgin  the  Slst  day  of  March  1554.  Witnesses,  John 
Gordon  vicar  of  Kincardine  and  Bothimurchus,  Sir  James  Douglas. 
Sir  Alexander  Douglas,  chaplains,  James  Innes  of  Drany,  Alexander 
Ciiixlon  in  Achortes,  Mr  Hugh  Cragye,  Thomas  Seres,  and  Sir 
John  Gibaouu,  notaries. 


Pi.  MoKAViBN.  epus.  et  de  Scona  c'me'datari'. 
W.  Pat'sos  subdecantis  Moraiueu. 
GcLiBLMDB  Hbpbcrsk  rector  de  DupilL 
Thomas  Hate  rector  de  Spynie. 
Jacobus  Strathadchis  rector  de  Botarie. 
Thomas  Waijjcr  rector  de  Unthank, 
Thomas  Gadbrar  de  Talaricie. 
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II.  Lbabe  by  thb  Laird  op  Gramt  to  Doicald  CoHHinu  o^^v 
DnLSHAHOiE,   OF  Mkielb  Pttkbrrald.      1660.     [Froi^^m 

original  at  Ciistle  Onint.] 

Hb  It  keiid  till  all  men  be  yir  prut  Irea  [i.t.,  these  present  lettere ,] 

Me  James  Grant  off  firewquhyo  to  hnwe  sett,  and  in  Tack  an^^Kf 
Assedationo  Latten,  Lykas  be  the  tenor  hereof  I  sett  and  in  taczsi 
and  assodationc  Lett  To  do''*  Ciuniug  of  dnlaaug^de  and  to  i^^is 
aires  and  assj-neys  of  no  higher  degree  then  hiniselff  is  off,  vaJf 
and  heail  the  plewghe  and  quarter  of  land  of  meikill  pitken-i^si 
preseutlie  possessed  be  diigall  m"  Koric  lait  tenuent  of  the  s 
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'   Llio   miJtiires,    tejiids,    great   and   small,   pnraonage    aiul 

kdge,  uf  thii  some,  witlio  hoiiaseB,  biggings^  zairda,  toftes, 

__,   pnrtcs,   peudides,    and    remanent  vnivereall  pertinentj. 

»f,  Lyand  within  the  Ixirdahip  of  wrqrt,  parochin  yroffand 

iffdom  of  InvcmeH  :  and  that  for  al]   the  dayes,  yeires,  tipacc, 

i  tennea  vS  tyy/e  yeircs  niit  and  imediatlie  following  ths  feast 

■    tarrn  of  Whitsunday  last  bypast  hi  tiie  zeir  of  God  1660 

I,  qlk  shall  be  (Ood  willing)  his  entrie  to  the  sds  lands  and 

-  {wrtinentti  be  wertewe  heirof,  with  f&ic  Ishewe  and  ontrie 

rtitu,  and  with  all  and  syndrie  uther  pririledgea,  eaameuts,  and 

^toniiM   {lertinents  pertcining    or    that   shall   be   knowen    to 

ttoin  thereto,  weill,  ([uietlie,  and  in  peace,  but  [without]  anie 

tcio  or  Impodiment  tfl  be  maid  in  the  contrar  :  Payand  thorc- 

r  yoirlie  the  sd.   donald  Cuming,  likas  be  the  tenor  heirof  bo 

thfollic  Binds  and  oblcisses  him  and   his  forsds  to  content  and 

f  to  the  said  James  Grant  or  to  hia  aires,  exrs  [executons],  suc- 

Bon  and  uaaigneys,  or  to  their  chalmerland  in  their  names.  The 

mhcr  (iff  Tuall  bolls  gaid  and  sufficient  wictnall,  half  nicall  half 

unio  place  or  part  that  the  rest  of  the  formes  of  thut 

H  payed  at,  and  that  preceislie  at  the  feast  and  term  i>f 

liso  niit  and  Imediatlie  following  the  shearing,  winninjr, 

i  Ingathering  of  the  cropt,  and  failzieing  of  the  ads  Tuall  bolls 

mall  at  the  tcrnienbow-iipcit  [above  specified],  the  pryeea  of  the 

I   according   to   the  feir  ana  prycea  jiayed  be  the  remanent 

menta   of  tlie  couutrie,  at  the  tenuea  of  itayroeiit  vitod  ami 

at :  Bogiuaud  the  first  xeirea  [•a,t't  thereof  at  the  feant  ami 

1  of  CaudilnumaiiH.-  1661  yeircs,  and  nua  f ur the  xeirlic  during 

B  KpMtii!  fotsd  of  fy  wo  Keires  :  with  ano  lialfT  cu8tj>m  mairt,  ffmir 

*   wedden,  Too  3-owng  wodders  hcnll  liawed  wn-clippod  [i.e., 

wholly  tiiiahijmj,   Tuo  stain  weight  of  butter,  sex   bcnns, 

';  sex   ahillingu   Scottis   of  huiil    meal    [nudl  or  rent]  and 

t  Bilvcr  at  the  termes  of  payment  vsed  and  wounti  with 

rvioo  carriodgc   and    hiuriadgo   [i.e.,    service  of  carriage   and 

ughiitg]  as^lhe  romaueni  of  the  temiontrie  of  wrqrt  sail  doe  for 

«  quarter  land  yrof ;  Releiwaod  [relieving]  tlie  said  Jainea  Grant 

i  his  fonids  of  the  tcynd  and  wiuuiradgesilwcr  [stipend]  prCKcntlic 

|KMud  or  tliat  nhall  be  imposed  on  the  ads  lands  :  Moreover,  tlio 

I  douald  Cuming  ublciiwuH  him  and   his  forsds  to  Grind  their 

tis  Uiat  growes  on  the   sds  lands  A.t  the  sd  Jameit  Grant  his 

1  of  wrqrt,  and  to  discharge  and  doe  all  manner  of  dowtio 

0  that  Miio  uther  quarter  of  land  within  the  suekin  of  the 

n  U  obleist  to,  according  to  vse  and  wount :  And  for  the 

ir  securitie  Bothe  the  8dH  pnirties  ar  content  and  consents  tliat 

r  pmtia  be  tnxcrt  and  regiHtrat  iu  llie  high  court  books  of 

"    ,  tiiiraff  or  oommiasar  bouks  uf  luvemes,  or  aniu  utiicr 

31 
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Judicatorie  books  withein  this  natione,  that  executionea  of  hom- 
ing, poynding,  and  wthers  necesser,  may  passe  heiron  vpoii  m^ 
singall  charge  of  tenn  dayes  allenarlie,  and  to  that  effect  am— 
stitutes  our  lawfull  procurators :  In  witnes  qr  off^ 

bothe  the  saids  pairties  have  subscriwe  thir  pntis  (wreitten  be  Mk: 
Alexr.  Grant,  servitor  to  the  sd  James  Grant)  withe  their  handle, 
at  Ballachastell  [Castle  Grant]  the  ffourtein  day  of  June  166C] 
zeirs,  befor  thir  witnesses,  James  wrqrt,  Wm.  Grant,  and  Duncan 
Grant,  and  the  sd  Mr  Alexr.  Grant,  wreiter  heirof,  servitors  to  ih^ 
said  James  Grant  of  frewquhie. 

Jamss  Grant  of  freuquhye. 

Donald  Gumming. 

James  Urquhart,  witnes. 

D.  Grant,  witnes. 

W.  Grant,  witnes. 

Mr  Albxr.  Grant,  wreiter  and  witnes. 


IIL  Articles  of  Agreement  between  Jambs  Grant,  Esquibk 
OF  Grant  [afterwards  Sir  James  Grant],  and  Jimk 
DoLLAS,  Mason  at  Garthkeen.  1770.  [From  tbe 
original  presented  to  the  Author  by  Mr  Fraser-Maddn- 
tosh.] 

The  said  James  Grant  is  to  set  to  the  said  James  DoUas  the 
twelve  bolls  pay  of  Wester  Gartaly  and  one  boUs  pay  of  Easter 
Gartaly  called  Carrachan  excepting  the  houses  and  croft  taken  off 
for  the  Milns,  to  be  entered  to  at  Whitsunday  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy,  with  liberty  of  subsetts  as  he  shall  find  proper  for  the 
works  aftermentioned,  and  for  which  flfarm  the  said  James  DoDas 
is   to  pay   Twenty  five  pounds  sterling  of  yearly  Rent,  Three 
Wedders  and  Reek  Hens  ;  and  in  respect  of  carrying  on  the  Lyme 
work  aftermentioned  the  services  are  passed  from ;  And  the  rent  U) 
be  payable  at  the  usual  terms  with  the  rest  of  the  Estate ;  with 
allowance  for  building  dykes  as  others.  As  also  for  putting  up 
houses  on  the  ffarm  to  the  amount  of  Twenty  five  pounds  sterling 
of  melioration  ;  And  further  the  said  James  DoUas  is  to  emploj 
proper  hands  and  with  them  to  carry  on  a  Lyme  work  at  iW 
ghrannach,  as  also  at  Carrachan,  where  Lyme  stone  quarreys  are 
opened,  and  to  take  Peats  for  the  Lyme  to  be  bxmit  at  Carrachan 
from  the  moss  above  Culnakeerk,  And  to  take  Peats  for  the  Lyme 
to  be  burnt  at  Loanghrannach  from  the  mosses  nearest  thereto; 
and  the  said  James  DoUas  is  to  bum  what  Lyme  he  possibly  can 
at  both  the  saids  places,  and  to  sell  the  same  to  the  said  Jamea 
Grant  and  his  tenants  and   possessors  of  Urquhart  at  most  M 
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bpence  p.  boll  at  the  Upper  Lyme  quarry,  and  ninepence  p. 

it  Canacban,  reckoning  the  boll  at  Four  ffurlots  of  the  meal 

ttRire  of  the  County  of  InvemeBS,  and  if  the  said  measure  can 

turned  into  weight  conveniently  the  same  to  be  given 
scrdingly  of  the  Lyme  after  it  ia  harped,  and  to  make  from  two 
four  thousand  bolls  in  the  year  as  the  weather  will  allow  ;  and 
lidi  quantity  ia  to  be  yearly  taken  from  the  said  James  Dollae 
the  said  James  Grant  and  his  tenants ;  and  the  said  James 
•11m  is  to  have  an  allowance  for  building  a  Lyme  house  at  each 
n.  And  the  said  James  DoUaa  is  to  make  a  Tryal  of  the  above 
rk  tor  three  years  from  this  Whitsunday,  certain.  And  for 
"en  years  if  no  other  person  shall  undertfike  the  said  Lyme 
Tk,  and  sell  the  Lyme  cheaper ;  and  no  Lyme  to  be  sold  out  of 
3  said  Jamea  Grant's  Estate  without  his  allowance.  This  is 
itten  by  James  Grant,  Clerk  at  Castle  Grant,  and  signed  by  the 
da  parties  on  this  and  tbe  preceding  page  at  Kilmore  the 
iventh  day  of  May  acventeen  hundred  and  seventy  yeara. 
fore  witnesses,  Alesander  loniis  of  Breda,  and  the  said  James 
Wt  writer  hereof. 

James  Grant 
I.D. 
A1.EXR.  IsNEa  witneaK. 
James  Grant  witness. 

Tlie  Peats  and  Lyme  stone  already  laid  in  at  the  upper  kiln 
to  be  burned,  and  after  the  same  are  burnt  James  Dollas  is  to 
mnt  to  Mr  Grant  at  the  sight  of  Mr  Willoi  [Mr  Willoi,  or 
igregor,  the  Factor,]  for  what  tbe  same  may  burn  out, 

t 

■Ihabtkb  Br  THE  BiaaoF  of  Mokat,  to  John  Mackay  and 
■  ma  Wise  and  Son,  of  Achjconib.  1557.  [Translated 
B  from  the  I^tm,  in  MS.  Register  of  Moray,  in  Advocates' 
f        Library.]  ^ 

BJl  who  shull  see  or  hear  this  Charter,  Patrick  by  the  mercy  of 
i  bishop  of  Moray  and  perpetual  commendator  of  the  Abbey  of 
oe,  evorlaating  health  in  the  Lord  :  Know  ye  that  we  with 
iresa  consent  and  assent  of  the  canons  of  our  chapter  of  the 

r  uf  thc 
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i!  .:'L-:-ir^I  CL-jjIi  ■•f  Morav,  chapterlv  assembled  to  that  effect, 
.r  v.:il::v  a:;.:  :h;ii  i»f  our  siii<i  church  bemg  on  all  sifics  fiiresttn. 
.■  :.*:ivrt*i.  :ii:i  with  «iilii:eui  discussions  and  niiiture  deliU'nitii»UN 
L-."  1  r<:  r-.Lii.i.  i«»  the  evident  advantage  of  our  said  church  an-i 
.:  ■.:^  ?-.:.v£-so.'!>  i'i<h«.»j»a  of  Moray,  and  in  augmentati^ni  of  our 
r-::::wvl  :::  :L-:  >uii;  of  26s  Sd  more  than  the  lands  unden^Tllion, 
-  :1.  :':.-.  't:-.-*-':.  .-^c.  liave  paid  to  us  or  our  i»re«iecessors :  alsiifiT 
::.-.  rr:iu.::::i  :i:ji  impr\>vement  of  the  common  weal  of  the  kiiiL'- 
L  :_  .vi:  1  in  c::i:emx Nation  of  the  statutes  of  Parliament  \i\i\*- 
'..>:-ei  iLtrtixii •::::,  :ind  f«.»r  the  re|uiir  and  building  of  the  edilias 
?:  C-:  h  '.ist-s.  i  \r£i!!s.:'rchyap.is,  gardens,  greens, anddovecotSjUjK^n  till- 
!  .:.i>  .;:-.  iir^rl::*.:..  s--  far  :is  thev  mav  Ik?  ahle  to  bear,  alsn  fur  \i 
.•;r:.»ii.  jT-.-i:  s.i:*:  'f  m-'uev  thankful Iv  and  fullv  iiaid  t«t  us  iu 
i.ivA::>"c  *:v  J.Lr.  McGilleis  and  Duncan  McCxilleis  his  son,  wLolIv 
:  r  :":.■:  v.yt  •::  v>  :iud  o:  the  said  cathednd  church  of  Mnniy,  aii-l 
:  -  ::.-.r  jr.*:::.:  ;v^,  Loll-?,  and  well  tieserving  deeds  done  aiiJ 
>.rf  —..,;•;  ::..k::v  :::;.es  t*  us  l»v  the  slid  John  McGilleis  :iU'I 
1 '.:•-...;.  M.«i.lI-::>,  :.;»vi.-  given,  gninttxl,  rented,  set,  aucl  let,  !•• 
:.  i  >wk:  1  ,•  Lr.  M.*.i:'.'.i::>  McKave  and  Katherine  Kuene  Canvclit 
...'-  >:•-.: v..  ..:. :  ::.•.  simivnr  of  them  in  liferent,  and  afur 
:  ...r  liv:  ws:,  :..•»•.  ^v:.  rente«.1,  let.  an*!  at  feufenne  nr  jitr 
.•.:....".  ■::..'.  •.v:t>>.  '.iritaMv  . limit tol,  and  bv  the  ten»»r  uf  tlnv- 
:  :\^i:.:>  :  >-.:.  tm.:,  ".•.:.  ;i:ii;*:  feuferme«ir  perjjetual  eniplivuiN> 
.  ."  :.  .V  i; :...:.  .,::  •  ':  v  ::i:>  pre-scut  charter  d<i  eontinu  t'^  th-.' 
>  .  '.  '.'  ;:....•-.  M.G:'.'...i>,  >■  :i  vi  the  Siiid  ,lnhn  McGilleis  McKave.iUi'l 
:    .   •■:.>  :../.•:     :  :.>  ':'-iv  hiwfullv  pn.>oreatci]  or  u*  be  pr.H.nattM. 

•  .  :.,  :..  ..v.;  :  :":.•.  trv.v  l:\wr;'.  and  nearest  heirs  male  <»f  tlif. >■»!'! 
V*  ...  ,:.  • ..  :...-  '.  vvr.  A'.'.  .•.:. :  WLi'io  «»ur  lan-i?  •»!  Awchuj«nivi\  with 
:    .    .7;  ■-..    >.    :■.-.:■■:  :   ..■:■/.'.<.•:   Kilmi-inell,  witli   tlieir  p-.n-lki'.^ 

.    ".    ••.::.•■-.■.>.  "■    .«   V,  :-.:.:•.    :•;.    -..tr'-iiv  -if  Kiniuvlii  *.  *li:r«' ■■? 

■  ■  ■  • 

'.    ■■  —...».   ...  .      :v  :•._;■.'■.:•.    ■:  S:-v:-.:v  :  \vhi«.-li  i.iii'l>  «•:'  A\\'liii;'iiV'- 

•  -  •  • 

:  ":.  .-'.  .-■:  :":.•.:■•.:.  ^.-.ilit-i  Kihuii-liavil,  au-l  rlc-ir  it:i- 
.>    ..-.  .    ■  .::  •..-..>.   ■■'■. r-.    :  r-.M. rlv   ui    iV-r   ili-.-  ^-nu:   «•!  tiir-.f 

■^  .-.":..:.  ■•■  •  S.  :'.:.!  :i>  f-Ttho  i«M  ivriu*.  ■■!  tlivMii 
'.-.  :        s   '.-.        .  : .  7..  •»":.."/.■.:.,"-  a!.  :  :-'ur  T-fimii'^  "i  viM  ij.":i'.v 

•  ••   :        ' :.  >     ■'    .:  .    :..  .":  .r- .   :\i.\  r^r  th«.'  i:i-:i«'>ijni  ••i  tIk-  m-I 

^^    ■..:'.  :'..     -  ....     •   -^ v.:.:-.^::  *!i;!!:::j*  u\-A  f.!i  ]'v:j'-f:  s^i 
:       .     •      .  .J.     ■  ■  .:.  •       ".v  i\:.z>\'.  :■    lii*     miiu    ••:*  rv».:j!v-:\ 

A-.    ".  ■  :  .  ::.    "••:•*■-'.  ■>^    'A.^v-.   :  '-iW':  Kilinj-ii:- II.  ^^'■"•■ 

:'  .      '.■    .      .-    .■   .-.::•■..:.>.:     ::.•■     i  :■>!>:;.»:;. t  1  .l-lii.  NI  '»:  ■■> 
N'    A  .■  .         .  K   *    .:      .    \  ;.:.i  '   i:.v  i.:    i:;-  •i.^■   -urNiv.  r  ■  *  tl.^-- 
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in  liferent,  aiid  iiftcr  their  docense  to  tlie  said  Duncan  McGilleia  son 
i>f  the  said  John  McUillciH  McKaye,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body 
lawfully  procreated  or  to  be  procreated,  whom  fuling,  to  the 
true  lawful  and  nearest  heira  male  of  the  said  Duncan  whonuioever, 
of  US  and  our  auccosaors,  bishops  of  Moray,  in  feufcrrao  "T 
oiuphyteiisis  and  heritage  for  ever,  by  all  their  just  ancient 
■iieitlieH  and  marches  as  they  lie  in  length  and  breadth,  limits  and 
Ixiuuds,  on  every  side,  in  tofts,  crofts,  gardens,  houscn,  Ijiggiugs,  woods, 
plains,  muirs,  mosses,  ways,  paths,  waters,  stanks,  rivers,  moadowH, 
i^^msings,  pasturages,  mills,  multures  and  their  sequels,  fowlings, 
htmtiugs,  fishings,  peat-mosses,  turf-grounds,  cohIh,  coal-heuchH, 
fiibbits,  rabbit- warrens,  pigeons,  pigeon-cots,  smithies,  malt  kihi^, 
I  •rooms  aiid  plantings,  woods,  groves,  shnibberiea,  nurseries,  stone 
<luarrios,saw  mills,  ferries,  mountains,  hills,  vullies,  stone,  and  lime  ; 
XMth  courts  and  their  issues,  fines,  herezelds,  bloodwytes,  aii'l 
merchets  of  women,  with  culture  and  common  pasture,  and  power 
t^i  dig,  labour,  and  cultivate  now  fields  upon  the  lands  underwritten, 
fiup  ajid  near,  belonging,  or  which  may  in  any  way  in  future  justly 
helong  to  the  aforesaid  lands  of  Awchmonyo,  with  the  brew-hoiwc 
thereof  called  Kiknichaell,  and  their  [lendicles  and  pertinents, 
freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly,  honourably,  well,  and  in  peace,  with- 
out any  withholding, revocation, contradiction, or  i)bstacle  whatever: 
Itendering  therefor  yearly,  the  said  John  MeUilleis  MoKaye  and 
Katherine  Euene  Canycht  his  spouse,  and  the  longer  liver  of  them, 
in  liferent,  and  after  their  decease  the  said  Dimcan  Mctiilleis  and 
his  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  l)egotten, 
whom  failing,  the  true  lawful  and  nearest  heirs  male  of  the  said 
Duncan  whoeoever,  to  us  and  mir  successors  bishops  of  Moray,  the 
fiaid  Biun  of  three  pounds  of  usual  money  of  Scotland,  as  the 
Aiicient  ferme  of  the  said  lands  of  Anchmonye,  with  brew-house  of 
the  same  called  KilniichacU,  with  their  pendicles  and  pertinents 
formerly  due  and  wont,  with  two  kids,  and  three  sliillings  Four 
]itince  for  two  firlots  of  dry  multiu'e,  and  for  the  grasaum  of  the 
Miid  lands  yearly  the  sum  of  seventeen  shillings  ten  pence,  and 
in  augmentation  of  our  said  rental  the  simi  of  twenty-eii  shillings 
■eight  pence,  extending  in  whole  in  old  ferme,  dry  mtilturc, 
^^rassuui,  and  new  augmentation,  to  the  sum  of  five  pounds  seven 
shillings  ten  pence  of  money  aforesaid,  and  two  kids,  at  two  terms  of 
the  year,  the  feasts  namely  of  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas  hi 
■winter,  by  equal  half  portions:  Moreover,  the  heirs  male  afore 
■written  doubling  the  said  sum  of  five  pounds  seven  shillinga  ten 
pence,  with  two  kids,  in  the  first  year  of  their  entry  to  the  said 
lands  and  others  for  the  fernie  of  that  year  only,  as  use  is,  in  name 
of  dojibled  feuferme  :    And  the  said  John  McGilleis  McKaye  and 
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Katherine  Eueue  Canycht  duriug  their  life  rent,  and  after  thiir 
decc}isc  the  said  Duucan  McGilleis  and  his  heirs  male  afan>aai<l 
I>erfomiing  suit  and  personal  presence  at  our  three  head  c^jurta 
held  at  Spynie,  and  likewise  suit  and  personal  presence  l»y  tluiu- 
selves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  foresaid  lands  and  hrew-hoiiM.-  in 
every  justice  ay  re  of  the  regality  of  Spynie  as  oft  us  it  shall 
liappen  to  be  held  :  And  the  said  John  and  Kathorine  duriuL' 
their  life,  and  after  their  decease  the  siud  Duncan  Mc^iilki^au'l 
his  heirs  male  as  aforesaid,  sliall  l>e  faithful  to  us  and  our  !^u':- 
cessors  bisliops  of  Moray,  and  shall  do  thankful  senice  t«»  our 
Catheili-al  Church  of  Moray  :  Also  the  said  John  Mc(iilleisMcKau* 
during  his  life  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  siiid  lands,  wliiunfailiuL'. 
the  Siiid  Diuican  McGilleis  and  his  heirs  male  tu>  aforesiiid  an«l  tlie 
tenants  of  the  siiid  lands,  shall  1»€l  Ixnmd,  as  oft  as  tlicv  sbll 
luipiK'u  to  be  warned  to  tliat  effect,  to  repiiir  with  us  or  with  tin- 
Iwilie  of  us  or  of  our  successors,  in  the  army  of  our  soverei^ni  laily  tlif 
Qiuvn  and  of  lier  successors,  to  the  wars,  sufficiently  and  houcstly 
pn>vidotl,  at  their  own  expenses,  with  arms,  appai-ei,  warlike  et|ui}- 
monts,  and  other  things  necessary  for  tlutt  pur[)ose,  like  nthvr 
honest  men  their  neighbours,  ziccording  to  tlie  custom  of  the 
ct>untry, decree  of  Parliament,  and  statutes  of  the  Kingdom. only  for 
all  other  bunlen,  exaction,  ({uestion,  secidiu*  service,  or  deiuau'i 
which  fnnu  the  siiid  lands  and  others  can  in  any  way  be  justly  e3taitol 
or  rispiiiwi  :  And  we,  truly,  the  aforesiiid  Patrick  l)i>h«'j»  '• 
Morav.  and  »>ur  successors  who  for  the  time  shall  be,  shall  wamii'^ 
aooiiii  lixvl  for  over  defend  all  and  simdrv  the  aforejsiiid  hin«la  •' 
A^^v•l^nonye  with  the  brow-house  thereof  callol  Kilmichaell,  i»i^" 
tluir  whole  |K'Uiiicles  and  jKTiineuts,  to  the  aforosiiJ  J"l"- 
Moiiillois  MoKavo  and  Katherine  Kuene  Canvcht  his  Mxaise  uii^i 
:l;o  loMiTor  livor  of  them  in  lifoR^nt,  and,  after  their  docoa>e,  toiii^' 
s;r.vi  Pr.iu.iii  Moliillois  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  IkxIv  pn^rejiti'i 
or  :k^  lo  rnvroaunl,  whom  failing  to  the  true  lawful  anil  luvirr* 
iu  :!>  '.v.^ilo  o:  :ho  s;ud  Duncan  w lioms«xn'er,  as  froolv,  an«l  uuiitb* 
'.:*.  ;'•''•  .\!*..i  by  all.  in  lonn  as  well  as  in  cflect,  as  is  [ireiui!^'- 
ii;.; •:•.>:  .i'.'.  .u.uilv.  In  witness  whereof  oin*  round  seal,  with  "'-r 
v..,,v.".;i;  >'.:':>v!i '.'::.'!!.  alsi>  the  common  seal  of  our  siUil  cliaii^r- 
x*  .".■•.  ::u  >•.;': ■^^r::-: ions  of  the  Canons  thereof  lo  that  ti'*"^* 
.'."..ii  ;;•.'. \  .i^M :v.t '.c\i.  aiul  for  the  time  representhi;:  the  cha]ftir.  iij 
N.i;-.:  K :  ::-.4'.r  ^^•^.^^.!l:  and  assent  to  the  premi>os,  t«»  thi> '"f 
::\^.:-.:  vi-...v:xV  .ire  aMvudi\l,  at  our  s;iid  Cathoilnil  Clmrch ''' 
M.v,;\.  -•  '.is  :  *.uc  o:"  :ho  olmpior  therei.)f,  on  the  sixth  'l.iV'i 
M.x  •.  ■."...  \...r  v.^!  :ho  L^nl  ir)">7  :  befv»re  these  witne^M's  "'^ 
.\  ■.:i  il   -a".  •.;'.:  \  .sMV  of  K'i'.ainlin  and  Rothomurchus.  Jame>  luu^^ 
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imye,  Andrew  Moncreiff,  younger,  Alexander  Innes  of  Plaiddis, 
Sir  John  Gibson,  notary  public. 

Patrick,  bishop  of  Moray  and  commendator 

of  Scone.  * 

Alexander  Campbell,  dean  of  Moray. 
John  Thornetodn,  precentor  of  Moray. 
James  Gordoun,  chancellor  of  Moray. 
Alexander  Dunbar,  subchanter  of  Moray. 
John  Leslie,  canon  of  Moray. 
William  Paterson,  subdean  of  Moray. 
John  Lokhart,  of  Inverkething  prebendary. 
WiLUAM  Hepburn,  rector  of  Dupill. 
Patrick  Hepburne,  rector  of  Duffous. 
Thomas  Sutherland,  rector  of  Ryne. 


APPENDIX  E  (Page  190). 

Donald  Donn. 

I  following  unpubliBhcd  fragments  of  songs  by  Donald  refer  to 
lities  in  ( ur  Parish. 

Of  his  retreat  he  sings  : — 

"  Ann  an  Uanih  Ruigh  Bhacain, 

Cha  bhiodh  ciimm  na  h- Exercise  oinui." 

("  In  the  Cave  of  Ruigh  Bhticain, 
I  had  no  dread  of  the  Exercise"). 

reise  was  appHed  by  tlie  Higlilanders  to  the  rogular^aniiy. 
Another  song  nnis  : — 

"  Nan  tigeadli  an  sanihnulli, 
'S  gu'n  sgaoileadli  an  duileag, 
Gu'n  racliaihn  a  Ilusgaich 
Cho  sunndach  ri  diiine  ; 
Na'n  cluinninn  drocli  sgcula, 
Bheirinn  leuni  chun  a*  Chuilinn, 
*S  cha  ghleidliea<ih  luchd-Bourla  mi — 
Reisimcid  Churrachd  ! 
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'S  ann  agam  tha'n  caisteal 

Is  trcis  air  an  t-saoghal, 

Aig  Inbhir  Allt-Saigh 

Far  an  taoghal  na  h-aoidhean  ; 

'S  ged  a  thigeadh  luchd-churrachd, 

'Us  chasagan  caola, 

'Us  hhomhaichean  shelld, 

Cha  chomhaich  iad  a  chaoidh  mi !" 

("  If  the  Slimmer  would  come, 

And  the  leaf  would  open, 

I  would  go  to  Ruiskich 

As  light-hearted  as  any  man  ; 

If  evil  news  reached  me, 

I  would  make  for  the  Cuilcann,^ 

And  the  English-speaking  folk  could  not 

find  me —  * 

The  hat- wearing  regiment ! 

It  is  I  who  have  the  castle 

Which  is  the  strongest  on  earth. 

At  the  mouth  of  Allt-Saigh, 

Where  guests  will  gather ; 

And,  although  there  come  the  folk  of  the  hats, 

And  of  the  tight  long  coats. 

And  of  bomb  sheUs,* 

They  will  never  bring  me  to  bay  !") 

Notwithstanding  the  above   reference   to  guests,  Donald  ^ 
another  song  complains  of  the  lack  of  society  in  his  Cave  : — 

"  Ged  a  cheannaichinn  am  buideal, 
Cha'n  fhaigh  mi  cuideachd  ni  ol. 
Mar  tig  buachaill  an  t-8easgaich 
Ruaig  'am  fheasgar  o'n  t-Sroin." 

("  Though  I  should  buy  the  anker, 
I  can  get  no  one  to  drink  it. 
If  the  herdsman  of  the  fild  cattle 
Takes  not  a  turn  in  the  evening  from 
the  Strone  I")^ 

*  An  Cuileann — the  Holly  Grove — is  near  Donald  Donn's  CaTe. 
^  The  soldiers  in  Urquhart  Castle  probubly  had  shells,  which  came  int«> 
general  use  in  Britain  about  1634. 

^  The  Strone  is  between  Allt-Saigh  and  Invermnriston. 
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rcsference  to  his  capture  Donald  sang  : — 

"  Biile  mallachd  gu  br^th 

Air  a'  ghunna  mar  arm, 

An  deigh  a  mliealladh  's  an  tkire  fhnair  mi. 

Ged  a  gheibhinn  dhom  fcin, 

Lan  bnailc  dc  a])roidh, 

B'annsa  claidlicamii  'us  sgcith  's  an  uair  ud. 

Bha  tri  fichciul  'uk  triiiir 

Ga  mo  niith  femlh  nan  lub, 

Gus  an  tug  iad  mo  luthaR  Ic  luathas  nam  ! 

Dhia !  gur  ann  omi<  blia  niir* 

'N  uair  a  ghlaohd  iiv.1  n>i  sl4n, 

'S  nach  tug  mi  fear  bin  no  ruadh  dhiu  !" 

("  A  thousand  curses  for  ever 

On  the  gim  as  a  weapon  of  defence, 

After  the  deception  and  disgrace  I  have  exporionccd 

Although  I  should  get  as  my  own 
A  fold  full  of  cattle, 

More  dear  to  mo  would  have  been  a  sword  and 
shield  in  that  hour  ! 

There  were  sixty  and  three 
Pursuing  me  among  the  bends, 
Until  with  their  si)eed  they  deprived  me  of  my 
strength. 

God  !  but  it  was  I  who  was  ashamed 
When  they  seized  me  alive. 
Without  my  >)ringing  down  one  of  them,  fjiir- 
haired  or  red  !") 

of  his  appn)achmg  execution  he  said  : — 

"Eithidh  mi  maireuch  air  cnoc  gun  choann, 
'Us  cha  bhi  l)aigh  aig  diiine  rium — 
Nach  truagh  leat  flicin  mo  chaileag  bhronaeli, 
Mo  Mhairi  bhoidhcach,  mheall-shuileach !' 

("To-morrow  I  shall  be  on  a  hill,  without  a  liead. 
And  no  one  will  have  sympathy  for  me-  - 
Have  you  no  compassion  on  my  sorrowful  maiden 
My  Mary,  the  fair  and  tender-eyed  !") 
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;  shQlings  Scots  for  each  deal  of  the  said  two  huudred  deals 
■  iang  partitione,  eitending  to  aisty  pokindB  Scots  mouey  foresaid. 
after  the  form  and  tenor  of  the  laws  of  Scotland  aa  in  Uke  casex, 
or  else  to  allege  a  reasonable  cause  to  the  contrair  ;  and  sicklike 
that  ye  fence,  cross,  and  arrest  all  and  sundry  the  said  defenders, 
their  readiest  corns,  cattle,  horaos,  nolt,  sheep,  insight  pleuiahing, 
debts,  sums  of  money,  and  all  other  goods  and  gear  whatsoever, 
wherever  or  in  whose  hands  the  same  may  or  can  be  apprehended 
within  the  bounds  of  our  office  and  jurisdiction,  to  remain  under 
sure  arrestment  unloosed  at  the  said  pursuer's  instance,  ay  and 
while  sufficient  caution  be  found,  acted  in  the  SherifT  Court  books 
of  Inverness  that  the  same  sliall  be  made  furthcoming  to  him  ati 
law  will  with  certification  as  effeire,  according  to  justice,  etc. 
Civen  under  the  hand  of  the  Clerk  of  Court  at  Davochfoiu*  tlie 
twenty-ninth  day  of  October  1718  years. 

(Signed)         John  Jackbok. 

On  the  third  day  of  November  1718,  Alex.  Mac-Uisdean  Glass, 
1  Buntait,  and  Elspet  nin  Uisdcan-Mhie-Fereichar,  there,  his 
Kither,  are  cited  aa  defendants. 

,  Inverness,  13th  Janunrj-,  1719.^Mr  Alexander  Clark,  SheriU 
Depute,  Actor  Alex  Munro,  John  and  Ales.  Baillie.  George 
fotbea,  for  the  defenders,  denies  the  libel.  The  pursuer  offered  to 
rove  the  libel,  and  craves  a  day  may  be  assigned  for  citing 
itueBsos,  and  a  warrant  for  that  effect. 

Tlie  judge  admits  the  libel  to  the  pursuer's  probatiou,  and 
its  dihgence  for  that  effect  against  the  day  of 

next. 

(Signed)        Alex.  Clabk. 

luvemess,  24th  Febnuiry  1719. — Mr  Alexander  Clark,  Sheriff- 
Depute,  in  the  proof  Brigadier  Grant  against  M'Hutcheon  Glass  hi 
Buntait. 

The  witnesses  following  being  charged  by  virtue  of  letters  of 
diligence,  are  admitted  in  the  terms  of  the  last  interlocutor,  vix., 
William  vie  Allaster,  vie  William,  vie  Vurrieh,  iu  Buntait,  a  man 
unmarried,  aged  twenty-six  years  or  thereby,  purged  of  partial 
counsel,  duly  sworn  and  interrogat — What  he  knows  of  the- 
defenders  or  either  of  them  their  away  taking  of  the  lead  and 
ttimber  libelled,  and  what  quantities  of  either  he  saw  or  knows  to 
be  in  the  defender's  or  either  of  their  possession  and  custody, 
'  'bother  in  house,  bam,  or  any  other  place.  Depones  negative  as 
the  lead  and  timber,  which  is  the  truth,  as  he  shall  answer  to 
"  depones  he  cannot  write. 

(Signed)         Alex.  Clark. 
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John  Miller,  a  uiarried  inan,  aged  thirty  years  or  thereby, 
purged  of  partial  council,  was  cast,  because  he  owned  he  had 
malice  and  ill-will  against  the  defender. 

(Signed)         Alex  Clabk. 

Ferquhar  Urquhart,  aged  forty  years  or  thereby,  and  married, 
•objected  against,  that  he  cannot  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed, 
and  Ten  Commandments,  which  he  did.  Depones — That  ai  the 
time  libelled,  he  made  a  chest  to  the  defender  M'Hutchcou  Glass, 
which  the  said  defender  i  imself  told  the  deponent  the  timber  was 
of  the  deals  of  the  Castle  of  Urcjuhart,  and  depones  the  chest 
would  hold  a  l)oll  of  meal  or  thereby.  Depones  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  lead  causa  scientice  patet ;  and  fiuther  depones,  the  deals 
used  to  the  chest  were  formerly  made  up  of  either  in  lofting  or  a 
partition,  and  this  is  the  truth,  as  he  shall  answer  to  God,  and 
depones  he  cannot  write. 

(Signed)        Alex.  Clare. 

William  M'Hector,  an  unmarried  man,  aged  twenty-two  years 
or  thereby,  purged  of  partial  coimcil,  duly  sworn  and  intenogat, 
ut  supra.  Depones  that  in  the  beginning  of  last  summer,  he  saw 
in  the  widow's  house,  one  of  the  defenders,  the  bigness  of  a  shoe 
sole  of  lead,  and  in  that  form,  of  a  thin  lump,  but  does  not  know 
from  where  it  came,  catua  scientias  patet.  Depones  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  deals,  which  is  truth  as  he  shall  answer  to  God,  and 
<'annot  write. 

(Signed)        Alex.  Glare. 

Donald  Noble,  aged  twenty  years  or  thereby,  purged  of  partial 
coimsel,  duly  sworn  and  interrogat.  Depones  that  about  a  year 
ago  he  saw  in  a  byre  belonging  to  M*Hutcheon  Glassich,  two 
pounds  of  lead,  in  the  form  of  a  slate,  and  in  the  form  thereof, 
and  about  the  thickness  thereof,  or  of  a  cow's  hide.  Depones  he 
knows  not  from  whence  it  came,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  deals, 
causa  scientice  patet ;  and  this  is  the  truth,  as  he  shall  answer  t4) 
(lod.     Depones  he  cannot  write. 

(Signed)        Alex.  Clark. 

The  pursuer's  procurator  craved  a  further  diet  for  adducing 
the  other  witnesses,  and  a  warrant  for  apprehending  their  persons, 
and  if  that  be  not  gnuitcd,  that  they  be  not  straitened  in  the  dyet, 
so  as  they  may  have  letters  of  diligence  and  supplement  from  the 
Lords  of  Session. 

[At  this  stage  the  proceedings  drop.] 
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APPENDIX  G  (Page  239). 

AOOOMFT  L17DOVICK  COLQUHOUN  OP  LU8S,  WITH  THE  PUBLICK,  FOR  THE  PUR- 
CHASE MOXET  OF  THE  ESTATE  LATE  OF  JOHN  GRANT.  LATE  OF  GLEN- 
MOBI8TON.  ATTAINTED.    [From  the  origisaX  In  the  Register  House,  Edinburgh]. 

Sterling 
DEBITOR.  Money. 

To  the  PurchMe  money  uf  the  Estate  late  of  Olemoriston  bearing  J      £  a.  d. 

Interest  from  Whitsunday  1730  |>er  Minute  of  Sale  the  3rd  day  of  >  1086  0  0 
December  1730            ...        ...        ...        •••        ...        •••        .••  ) 

To  fntflrest  at  5  per  cent  two  years  from  Whitsunday  1730  to  Do.  1732     108  12  0 

£1194  12    q 
CREDITOR.  a-=-K=»a 

By  the  Principal  Sume  of  2000  Merks  Soote  Decreed  to  Sterling 

Alexander  Grant  of  Sheugly,  and  assigned  by  him  to  Money. 

the  Mid  Ludovick  Colquhoun £111    2    2} 

By  another  principal  Sume  of  £200  Scots  Decreed  and 

anigned  as  above  16  13    4 

Intnat  of  the  last  mentioned  Sume  from  24th  June  1716 

to  Whitsunday  1780 11  11     6 

£189    7    0| 
To  he  deduced  the  yearly  rent  of  £40  Scots  for  the  lands  '\ 

of  Olenfad,  of  which  Sheugly  was  in  possession  from  V      46    6    0 
the  Attainder  to  Whitsunday  1780     j 

Remains        ...    £98    1     0} 

Interest  of  said  remaining  Sume  at  5  per  cent,  from  £      s.      d. 

Whitsunday  1780  to  Do.  1732 0    6    1} 

11 


102  7  Ifi 

By  8000  Merks  Soots  due  to  .Enean  Grant  of  Duldreggan,  for  which  he  \ 

w«s  in  possession  of  landd  and  is  now  assigned  to  the  Aocomptant,  |-183    6    8 
Prindpall  and  Interest  at  Whitsunday  1 732  I 

By  (00  Merks  Soots  of  Principal  and  Interest  to  Whitsunday  1732  Assignd  \ 
by  Willitm  Msrtio  Creditor  on  the  said  Estate  to  the  Accomptant  I 
being  £85  7s  7id  Sterling,  but  in  regard  the  price  of  the  Estate  V  62    2    91 
falls  short  of  pa}nng  the  personal  Debtd,  the  proiMjrtion  due  the  I 
Accomptant  is  only        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         . . .  / 

By  £74  13»  4dand  240  Merks  Scot«  due  to  Alexander  Duff  of  Dnimuir,  ) 

with  Interest  to  Whitsunday  1732,  Assigned  t4)  the  Accomptant,  >    44  11     3i 
being  £61  48  7jd  Sterling.     The  proportion  iaonly ) 

By  £234  13s  4d  Scots  due  to  John  Baillie,  with  Interest  from  the  pur-  \ 

cliase   to   Whitsunday  1732,   AsHigue<l   to  the  Accomptant,   being  |-   l.*"   13     IJ 
£21  10s  2§d  Sterlintr,  the  proportion  is  only J 

By  2000  Merks  Scots  due  to  William  Frazer,  with  Interest  conform  to  1 

the  decree  to  Whitsunday  1732,  Awigiietl  to  tne  Accomptant,  being  >  711     7     7J 
£977  8s  5^d  Sterling,  the  pro{K)rtion  is  only...         ...         ...         ...  ) 

By  the  Feu  Dutys  payable  to  the  Crown,  out  of  the  said  Kntate  due' 

from  the  year  1688  to  the  year  l?!.**,  which  the  said  Ludovick       -^     «     * 

Cnlquhoun    has  given   Security    to  }H\y  if  his  Majesty  does  not 

disc'fiarge  the  same,  being         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...Jf 

£1194  12    0 

(Signed)        JOHN  CLERK. 
(     „     )        GKOKGE  DALRYMPLE 
(     „     )        THOS.  KENNEDY. 
(     „     )        EDW.  EDLIN. 
Exchonuer  Chamber,  2l8t  Julv,  1732. 

(Signwl)         LUI).  COLgrHOUN.        , 
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APPENDIX  H  (Page  280). 
(The  originab  of  these  papers  are  at  Castle  Grant). 

I.  A   List   of    the    Persons    in     Urqtjhabt    who 
Concerned  in  the  Rebeluon,  Surrendered  themsel^ 
Prisoners  to  Sr.  Ludoviok  Grant,  and  were  bt 
brought  in  to  Inverness.     1746. 

1.  £Tan  Dow^  in  Corrymony.     Forced  to   the  North  by  Hk* 

Rebells.     An  Honest  Man. 

2.  Donald  Roy  '  in  Camach.     Forced.     An  Honest  Man. 

3.  William  Grant  there.     Forced.     An  Honest  Man. 

4.  Donald  McMiUan  in  Tulloch.     Forced.     Returned  home  soozl 

Honest. 

5.  WiUiam  McAlister  in  Pobnale.     An  Honest  Man. 

6.  James  Gumming  in  Pitcherrel-Begg.     Forced,  but  Reckon'd 

a  plunderer  in  the  North. 

7.  Archibald  Grant  in  Achtemerak.      Engaged   willingly,  and 

went  with  the  Rebels  South  and  NorUi. 

8.  William  Dow  ^  there.     Forced.     An  Honest  Man. 

9.  Donald  ffraser  alias  Gardiner^  there.      A  very  Industrious 

Honest  man.     Forced. 

10.  Alexander  McConachy  oig  in  Bunloit.     Forced.     An  Honest 

man. 

11.  Alexander  Grant  alias  Bain  ^  there.     Not  forced.     Reckon'd  a 

plunderer  in  the  North, 

1 2.  John  McAlister  vie  Ian  Roy  in  Clune  Begg.   Was  in  the  North 

with   the  Rebells,  and   not   under  the  Character  of  An 
Honest  Man  this  severall  years. 

13.  Donald  Dow^  there.     Forced.     An  Honest  Man. 

14.  Duncan  Bain'  in  Auchtuie.    Engaged  with  the  Rebels  meerly 

for  want  of  Bread  to  his  poor  family,  and  is  an  honest  man. 

15.  Dunciin  Cuming  went  with  the  Rebels  the  day  before  the 

Battle  of  Culloden,  and   never  Received   Anns   or  Pay. 
Is  an  honest  man. 

1 6.  Alexander  Roy  ^  in  Corimony.     An  Honest  man.     Forced. 

List  op  Rebeli^  in  Urquhart  Apprehended  by  Sr.  Ludo- 
vicK  Grant,  and  by  him  sent  to  Inverness. 

1 7.  John  Bain  ^  in  Corimony.    Forced  with  the  Rebells  for  two  or 

three  days,  but  dcscarted  them  befor  they  left  the  parish. 
An  honest  man. 

^  Black  Evan.  »  Red  Donald.  '  B]ac\  WUliam.  «  Fraser  was  a  ganlcDer. 
'  Bain,  fair-haired.  ^  Black  Dunald.  ^  Fair-hairfd  Duncan.  '  Red  iUezandtr. 
*  Fair-haired  John. 
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I  DoQftld  Bbid  1  there.     Forced  the  day  before  tlie  battle  of 

I       Cnloden.     Honest. 

E  Al«uuidcr  Bain^  there     Forced  said  day.     U  an  honest  man. 

[That  the  ftbovo  Obeon'atiooa  and  Characters  are  Jnat,  accord- 
ny  best  Information  and  my  ovm  Reall  Oppinion,  is  at 
a  the  tenth  day  of  May,  One  thotieand  seven  buiidrod  and 
c>K-ty  EiK  years,  attested  by  me,  John  Grant,  Minister  of  the 
3«»B})oll  at  Urquhart. 

(Signed)         JOHN  GRAlJT,  Minr. 
^LK.B. — None  of  the  above  List  Engaged  in  the  Rebellion  till  the 
^Hh  of  Fcbry.  last,  excepting  Archibald  Grant  above  specifyed. 
^B  (Siguod)        John  Grant,  Miur. 

I 


n.  A  LiBT  OF  All  thb  Men  in  Glbnmoristob  That  Sdh- 
kbkder'd  thbmbblvis  to  Sr.  LuoovicK  Grant,  Mat  tbb 
4tb,  and  bt  uh  rsLiVBRED  TO  HIS  Rovali.  Uiohkebs 

THK  DCE.1  or  CUMBERLAND,  MaT  THB  5TH,   1746. 


John  McCalhim  in  Coinauluui.  A  Volunteer.  Of  a  fair 
C^iniuter  befor  the  Rebellion. 
3.  Hugh  Miller  there.'  A  Volunteer  and  Noted  Thieff. 
-A  Peter  McHomash  in  Craskie.  Made  his  Escape  from  the  South 
in  Harrcst.  Again  forced  oiit,  and  Escaped  after  Travel- 
ling four  uiiles  with  the  Kcbells,  and  a  third  time  Escaped 
from  the  Nortli.     Very  Honest, 

John  Roy  Grant  Uierc.  Denearted  before  Glds-muir.  Forced 
ill  November  la«t  by  Olcngary's  son,  and  Disearted  from 
Ptnrth  nt  ('hrismaBS.  Cuntimicd  at  home  till  Spring,  when 
he  iigain  Escaped  from  the  North,  and  so  was  in  no 
Eitgngement.     Of  a  fair  Caract«r. 

John  Mitchell  there.  Pressed.  Dieearted  twice,  and  was  in 
iin  Action.     Of  a  fair  Character. 

Doiuld  McC^il  Duy  there.  Pressed  by  Glengary's  Son,  and 
disearted  twice.     Of  an  honest  and  fair  Character. 

John  Mclnteyre  there.     A  Volimtecr.    Suspected  a  Thieff. 

Angxu  Buy*  there.  Proaaed  three  times,  and  Disearted.  Never 
luuliuahle  to  I'seiug  Arms,  and  Honest. 

Donald  Itoy  in  BelUnilrom.  Pressed  by  Glungary'a  son.  Of  a 
fair  Carractcr. 

AHiui  Roy  there.     A  Volunteer  and  a  thief. 


ipwr-hi 


Lr-linire  1  AleiAO<l<7. 


■■  Hugh  B 


n  miller  bj 
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1 1 .  Donald  McCuU  vie  lau  Duy.     Pressed,  and  Disearted  aftQ«<^ 

travelling  twenty  four  miles  with  the  KcbclU.     Honest. 

12.  John  McEvau  there.     Pressed.     At  no  Kngngemeiit,  and  of 

Suspected  Carractcr. 

13.  William  Buy  there.     Pressed  to  the  North  in  March  last.  . 

thief.  ■  ^ 

1 1.  John  Gnint  in  Belnagum.  Pressed  twice  by  Glenmaristoj, 
He  made  his  Edcape  from  the  South,  and  [was]  Returiied 
by  the  way  by  a  party  of  the  Rehells  that  stopod  tfe^ 
[Kisses.  He  defyed  them  to  bring  him  to  the  Nortlt  iw 
Mareh  tost.     Honest. 

15.  Donald  Grant  there.     Never  in  Arms  till  pressed  Murcb  lasCi 

and  Diaearted  in  a  tortnight'ii  time.     Honest. 

16.  t>onald    Grant    in    Ballintonibny.       Pressed   twiue.       Upo«i  , 

Disourting  was  pursued  to  the  Hills.  Always  shewed  tb* 
tireateat  Avereion  to  the  late  Umiiituralt  ReiielUon.  A-ii 
Honest  Man. 

17.  Peter  Campbell  there.     Influenced  by  his  Superior  [(S» 

moristou]  to  rise  in  anus.     An  Honest  Man. 

18.  Peter   Grant   in    TuUocheicbart-moro.      Pressed,    and  thre> 

times  Disetirted.     Never  at  any  Action.     Honest. 
ly.  John  McAlieter  ulias  Grant  in  Belnagam.     Never  in  Anna  till 
pressed,  and  Disearted  in  a  fortnight's  time.     Honest. 

20.  Duncan  Grant  in  Venter  Dundregon.     Pressed  and  Honest. 

21,  Duncan  McWilliam  there.     Pressed  by  Glengary's  Son,  aA 

Disearted  twice.     An  Honest  Man. 
ii.  Joim   Mclan   vie    Earquhar  there.      Disearted   after  Falkik- 

Skirmish,  and  he  Defyed  lliem  afterwards  to  Rise  in  Anu*- 

Honeat. 
23.  Fanpihar    Mclan    Mcfarquhur    there.     Never    in   Ahm  liPJ 

pressed  in  March  last,  and  was  at  no  Engagement-    Hodm^^-- 
)4.  Aiit;us  Grant  there.     Pressed  by  Glemnoriston  and  Loohgu-^ 

lit  DitFerent  times.     At  no  Action,  and  no  ways  Inolyiii-Li  *1 

to  Rebellion.     Honest. 
25.  John  McCoU  Roy  there.    Pressed.    Of  a  Peaceable  Dispfleili<w 

Honest. 

36.  Alexr.  McKvan  Boy  there.     A  Volunteare.     Honest. 

37.  Doiiulii  Grant  there.     A  Volunteer.     Honest. 
V6.  Thomas   MeCay   there.     Withstood    severall   atacks,  but 

length  was  Pressed.     Honest. 

39.  Evan  McCoil  vie  William  there.     Pressed.     Houest. 

to.  Joiui  Graut  in  luverwiok.     Of  a  Valueal>]e  Charracter,  vd 
always  Showed  an  Aversion  Xa>  Rebellion  tho  Obliged  toitl 
in   Arms.     Upon   the    Rebells   Return    to  the    Norlli  Jxf 
Defyed  all  Solicitations  to  Rise  any  more  in  Arms. 
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■  Aidiibald  Campbell  aliag  McAlUtiteF  there.    A  Yoluuteci'.    Au 

Honest  Man. 
.  Duncan  Rioch'  tliere.     A  poor  harmless  fellow.     Dmged  out. 
.  Mn  ffraser  there.     Volunteer.     Honest. 
.  Jumea  Grant  tn  Wester  Inverwick.     Resisted  all  SolHcitationa 

till  forced  to  the  North  in  March  last,  but  soon  Returned. 

Honest. 
5-  Aleuuidcr  Grsiat  in  Wester  Inverwick.    Pressed  Severall  times 

and  alwayu  Disearted.     He  Detested  ItebcUion,  for  which 

be  waK  U  braided  by  some  for  Cowardice  and  all  the  Most 

Opprobious  Names.     Honest. 
S.  Aleximder  Grant  there,  Boatman.     Forced  twice.     Honest. 

■  ■  Peter  Grant  in  Easter  Achlein.     Pressed  by  Glenmoriaton  and 

Glengarj''s  son  at  Different  times.    At  no  Aotion.     Honest. 
9.  John  Unint  there.     Pressed,  and  still  Disearted.     Honest. 
*-  Alexander    Dow   McDonald   in   Wester   Auchlein.     Prea.'ied. 

Honest. 
'>  Donald  (Jrant  in  Blairy.     Volunteer.     Honest. 
.  James  Gniot  there.     About  60  years  of  itge,  yet  forced  in 

March  last,  but  soon  Disearted.     Honest. 
I-   Donald  Chisholm  there.     Volunteer.     Honest. 
'■   Alexander  Fergusou  there.     Pressed.     Honest. 
1.   Duncan  Grunt  in  Livicic.     Pressed.     Houest. 
>■  Angus  MeGilpliftdrick  there.     Pressed.     Honest. 
>-  Alexander  McAIister  Vic  Evan  there.     An  Old  Sickly  mau. 

Preaaed  to  Supply  the  place  of  his  Son  who  liapned  to  be 

Indisposed  Mai'ch  last.     Honest. 
'■  Alexiuider  Gnint  there.     Volunteer.     Houest. 
*-  Donald  McAliater  vie  Evan  there.     Never  in  Arms  till  forced 

to  the  North  iu  March  last.     Houest. 
J-  John  McAIister  Oig  there.     Vohuiteer.     A  noted  thieff. 
'•  Alexander    Guy    McDonald    in   Achnagouereu.     Frequently 

pressed,  and  Disearted.     Never  in  Aetioii.     Honest. 
I    Donald  Farquharson  and  I     Both  pressed,  and  of   Gooil 

~  Alesander  Farquharson  there  f  Charracters. 

■  Wjlliiim  Farquharson  there.     Never  in  Anns  till  forced  to  tlie 

North  March  last.     Honest. 
'  James  Ciuniuing  there.     Pressed.     Houest. 
•  I'etOT  Fanpihnrson  there.     Never  in  Arms  till  foreed  in  Marcli 

last.     Honest. 
*■  Donald  Fart|ul»arson  "j  Both    Influenced    by   their    Superior. 

in  Aldsiiy  and         I  The  said  William  Retunie<i  after 

•  'William  Mdvvan  in  f  Gladsnniir  and   uevor   Rose  auy 

Invcrmuristou.       J  more  in  Arms.     Honest. 


S|)eckUd  Dunian. 
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^yn-JTig     jLhtl-t^  ~i«or  bl  riser  AvrcnBan  to  this  Rebeilxn. 

4^.  ^inn  JntHC  uxiL  I  FigieL  'nei.  liie  FretcDdcfs  Soo  landed, 
^L  J'tinn^CiiFurrnmir  Vis  iiei^Bsssd  after  TraTeDing  about 


•iL  IrmLii  l^LJLbKsr  I*cT  -laKT*.  •  .^  Pkosed  and  Honest 

V^ — Tie  2»»xut  :f  Ifc^Vahhart  were  IH  treated  by  three 
fifkr^si::  zts^icis.  aai  in  Fartinilar  Glengaiy'a  too 
nioLZ  L  zttTTT  :$  zijs  Dasxance  in  Xorr.  last  to  bon 
intsr  L_  If  i£irr  Refused  u>  Rise  in  Aims. 

€*L  Jhzus^  Gnzr:.  xhL.     Pressed  hr  Gknmoristoo.     Honest 
<5.  Ir.ok^i  M£G£^:£^K  zi  Lrnse.     Freqnentlj  Sliimned  SoIiciUr 

"Ji'XA  v.-  Else  =1  Arm*,     Honest. 
<^  W-""^A.r>    Bkis    in   Wester  Dnndregon.     A   Tolnnteer  of  a 

S--petrtai  CbAzacter. 
^7.  J^Jli^  McAli^ter  Tic  Coil  tic  Conacfaie  McDonald.     Volunteer. 

Hccittt. 
^*'.  Jobii    But  Stevart   in    Kflr-Chuimen  [Fort-AngustuB].     A 

Baggage  Lot. 

X-R — In  NoTemr.  last  Colle  M'Donald  of  Barisdell  ^rot  to 
Dundreifon  to  haTc  the  Men  of  Glennifnston  Convened 
and  Ready  to  march  with  him  to  Perth  against  he 
j>a.sjj  the  Country,  otherwiise  he  will  Destroy  and  Burn 
it  Sf^K^p  and  Roop,  but  the  said  Dundregon  Di»- 
n.'ganied  his  threatnings,  and  would  not  in  the  least 
Concern  himself  that  wav. 

That  the  alx^ve  Observations  and  Characters  arc  Just,  accord- 
ing tr>  my  l>est  lnfr>rmation,  and  my  oi*ti  Real  oppinion,  is,  att 
Inveniess,  this  tenth  Day  of  May,  One  thousand  Seven  himdred  k 
forty  Six  years,  attested  by  William  Grant,  Missionary  Ministered 
the  (jrwj>cll  att  Glenmoriston. 

(Signed)        WILLIAM  GRANT,  Minr. 

III.  Lisf  OF  Arms  Surrendered  to  Ludovick  Graxt  at 
IUlmacaan,  May,  1746. 

F'itoM  tho  r)riginal  List,  which  is  at  Castle  Grant,  it  appears  that 
thi'  (JhMunoriston  men  surrendered  61  firelocks,  7  bayonets,  26 
Hwnrds,  7  j)iMtols,  1  l^)chaber  axe,  2  dirks,  and  12  belts;  and  that 
the  rnpihiirt  men  surrendered  8  firelocks,  1  sword,  2  dirks,  and  4 
h(»ItM.  Theso  arms  were  dcHvered  by  Ludovick  Grant  to  the  Duke 
of  CumlHTlnnd  on  5th  May. 
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RbPORT   op   THB    CaiTI.B   4KD    OTHKR   EFFECTS  TAKEN    BT  THE 

Armt    from    the    Couxtrt    op    Urquhart    in   1746. 
[Original  at  Caalje  Grant] 

^■-to-MiCHEL,  the  23nl  day  of  January-,  1747,  In  Presence  of  John 
**^rit  of  Ballintomo,  Baillie  of  that  part  of  tho  Regality  of  Grant 
^Vleti  the  Lordship  of  Urquhart,  Compeared  John  Shaw,  writer, 
luviernesa,  and  represented  that  Cattle  and  other  Effects  had  been 
™^t,  Bunimer  carried  off  by  a  partio  of  the  Duko  of  Kingston's 
^ght  Horse,  and  that  as  tbey  were  to  make  a  repreBentatiou  to 
^^  ^jovemment  for  redress,  as  they  were  LoyaU  Subjects,  Craved 
the  BiiilUc  might  take  their  Depositions  upon  the  Lcwses  by  them 
"latained  ;  which  the  Baillie  did. 

Accordingly  Compeard  John  firaser  in  Divacli,  Who  Depones 
"^t  there  was  taken  from  him  Twenty-eight  Cows,  each  of  which 
**a  worth  Twenty  eight  merka  Scots  money,  two  mares  and  two 
JJ*U  worth  One  himder'd  merka.  One  hundered  Sheep  at  four 
"Mings  sterling  each,  (fifty  Goat  at  ffour  Shillings  Sterl.  each, 
?*iii  Household  ffumiture  to  the  Extent  of  tliree  hmidred  merka  ; 
•'hieh  is  truth  as  he  shall  answer  to  God,  and  Depones  he  cannot 
**ite.  (Signed)        John  Grantt. 

[Then  follow  the  Depositions  of  the  other  Tenants  ;  and  from 
^6  "  lleport"  is  made  up  tho  following  "  Accompt,"  which  is  also 
Preserved  at  Castle  Grant.] 

AtTOHrr  OF   Cattlb,  Ac,  taken  by  thb  Doke  of  Kinqhtob'b  Lioui 
H0R8B  out  of  that  part  of  Sr.  Ludovick  Obant'b  Estatk  caixid 

THB  LORDSHIT  OF  UHQUBART. 

■J"obDFra«eriaDiynchhad  taken  from  him—  £  SUrlipg.  £     a.     D. 

28  cowi  at  28  merb  Scots  money  «auh       ...  £43  11 
3  lusrra  &nil  '2  foals  a>,  100  merka  ...      5  11 

100  shoefi  at  4  iih.  Sur,  Each SO    0 

50  gcata  at  t  ah.  Ster.  Ew^h 10    0 

BounhoM  furniture  value  300  merks  ...      Id  13 

"^It^  McDugalcl  in  Cluncmoro  had  taken  from  him — 

12  cows  a'  28  merka  eadi         £18  13 

ft  liuraH  at  40  marks  each     11     2 

41  sheep  at  4  ill.  Ster.  each S     4 

Ihigald  McDonald  in  Borlumoro  liad  taken  from  him — 

8  CowB  at  24  merka  Eaeh       

■vJune*  Sraeer  in  Divach  liacl  taken  from  him — 

24  Cows  at  2S  mcrks  Each      £37     t 

3h  raesit  £2  St^r,  Pich       6     C 

5fl  aheep  at  4  ah.  Ster.  Each 11      J 
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■ 

1 

1 

JoliQ  Mcfi*  iD  DivBch  b»d  Uken  from  him- 

£  SterliDK. 

£     i.     0 

20  cflws  It  £1  4/ Ster.  Each £-H    0 

» 1 

1  horaes  at  2  0  SWr.  Etch 

8    0 

0    i 

44    n    0 

«0  .heap  at  0  4  8h.  Ster.  E«ch          

12    0 

0  / 

1  loDold  McDugald  in  Borlumore  bad  Uken  from  bim— 

7«.WB>t£l  10/Ster.  Each 

10  10   a. 

■      6  cows  at  £1  8/ 8t«r.  Each     

£7    0 

0   1 

9  10    • 

Iinarel /oal£2  10  8tcr         

2  10 

0  / 

CiirUtiaa  Cameroa  iu  Borlumore  had  taken  from  her— 

2  Cu".-»  ft  1  ho™  £1  10/  Stor.  Each 

4   10 

John  Cameron  in  Clunebcga  had  taken  from  hjm— 

lBcowB&2hoiM«at£2  0  0  9<er.  Each      ... 

34    0 

Donald  CameroD  in  Buuloit  had  taken  from  him— 

SCowBatfl  4Ster.Each 

£0 

12  1 

28  Sheep  at  0  4  all.  &ter.  Each         

5 

12    [ 

20    4 

2hor«aat  5  0  SterL 

5 

0  / 

M 

M 

42  sheep  atllO  4  sit.  Stfir.  Each          

8  S 

William  Grant  in  Betimacau  had  taken  Irom  hini— 

^ 

flCovfBBtfl  fiSter-each      

£7  10  \ 

11  lO 

20  Bheep  at   0  4  Ster.  each      

0  / 

I>.nald  McDouald  in  Divach  ha.1  Ukea  from  hito- 

12  Cow.  at  £1  5Ster.  Eadi 

£ir. 

"   1 

BhoracBBt  2  OSter.  Eath 

10 

»    \ 

33    0 

40  sheep  .t   0  4  Ster.  Each 

8 

«  1 

Dugald  MuDiinald  !□  Bunloit  bad  taken  from  htm— 

6  Co«-8  at  £1  5/ Ster.  Each 

£7 

10  1 

B  horMfl  at   2  0  St«r.  Each 

18 

»    t 

30  lU    D 

25  Sheep  at   0  4  Star.  Each 

5 

0  / 

John  McWUliam  in  Bunloit  had  tkken  froia  him- 

9  cowa  at  £1  4  Ster.  Each 

£10  18  1 

7  honmi  at   'i  0  Ster.  Each 

»    I 

32   0   0 

Sfl  Sheep  at   0  4  Ster.  Each 

7 

4  J 

Samuel  Cameron  in  Cluneboif  Iiad  ukea  from  him- 

llCo«Bat£l      SSter.  Eaoh 

£13 

IS  \ 

SHorieaata     0  Ster,  Each 

10 

» r 

24  :  0 

3  Sheep  at   0  12  Ster.          

0 

12  J 

John  Cameron,  Bunloit,  had  taken  from  him— 

10Cow9at£l  fiSter,  Each 

£12 

10  ) 

6  horses  at  2  0  Ster.  Each 

10 

»  1 

31  lU    0 

60  Sheep  at  0  4  Ster.  Each 

12 

0  1 

Samuel  Cameron  in  Cluaomore  lind  taken  from  bin 

9Cowaat£l  SSIer.  Each 

£11 

''  1 

Shorui    12  0  Ster.             

12 

0  I- 

31     b    0 

40  Sheep      0  4  Sler.  Each 

8 

0  J 

John  Cameron  in  Bunloit  had  biken  from  him— 

43  Sheep  at  £0  4  Ster.  Each 

£8 

■n 

10  1-i    D 

1  honw  at     2  0  Ster.            

Evan  McDonald  in  Buuloit  had  taken  from  him- 

ISCowj  at  £1     5  Star.  Each            

£17 

^  1 

Shoruaat    2    0  St^r.  Each           

IS 

"  i 

3^  17    1 

3  Sheep         0  12  Sterl 

12   1 

John  McDonald  in  Pitcherrel  had  taken  fiom  hlui- 

4  Cows       £6  OSter.             

£5 

'    \ 

7hor»ea       H  0  Sler.           

14 

»     t 

IB  Sheep          0  4  Ster.  Each 

3 

1    J 

1 

J 
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d  HoDoiialil  in  CluDemure  had  tckea  from  hie 

3a  Cows  it  £1  5  Ste'.  Each 

2  hnnes  M    2  0  Ster.  Each 

CO  Sheep  ikt   0  4  atcr.  E4ch 

*<^n^h]d  Fraeer  in  Bunloit  had  taken  from  him— 

eCowa  £S  OSter. 

Rhonaa  10  0  Sterl. 

SOSheep    6  OSter, 

30  Goats    4  OSter.    

*^>s^^1d  Noble  in  Belimocan  had  taken  froro  him-  - 

6  CoWBal£l  BSt«r.  Each 

SOShcepat  0  4  Ster.  Each 

-'^^Eonder  Grant  in  Bellimacan  had  taken  frnm  hiui 

SS  Sheep  It  £0  4  Sber.  Eaah 

'**»  «^  Mttcdonald  in  Divach  had  tnken  from  hiui  — 
4  Cow.       £5    OSter.] 

7  horses       14     0  Star,  j-  

3  Sheep  0  12  SlerJ 

-'***>cao  Cameron  in  Divacli  had  taken  tmin  him  — 
£10  0  Ster.  \ 


;/ 


3  Sheep 

~   ao  Camer 
BCowa 
3  honm 
21  Sheep 
am  Grant  in 
(horses  £13  0  . 


0  8t«r. 


T.ital        £743    2    Sj 
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Extracts  from  Bishop  Forbes'  "  Lyon  in  Mourning." 
[MS.  in  Advocates'  Lilirary.] 

"Silt  or  aeven  weeks  after  the  battto  of  Cullodcii  the  party  coni- 
luaaded  hy  Major  Lockhart  Id  Gleniuoriston  shot  two  old  and  one 
young  man,  a  son  of  one  of  the  former,'  when  thej'  were  harrowing, 
and  eipecting  no  harm.  Grant  of  Daldrigun,  who  took  no  concern 
with  the  Highland  army,  was  ordered  by  Lockhart  (his  house  being 
surrounded  by  soldiers)  to  gather  his  own  and  all  the  cattle  in  one 
part  of  the  country,  while  Lockhart  was  harrowing  [harrying] 
And  burning  the  other  part ;  which  being  impossible  for  him  to 
do  against  the  time  that  Lockhart  came  back,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  bound  in  hand  and  foot,  erecting  a  gallows,  stripped  him 
naked,  and  carried  him  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows,  with  the  three 
corpses  of  the  men  they  had  killed   tlie  day  before,  like  sacks. 


'Them 


1  of  the 


e  Lynn,     See  p.  295 1* 
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across  on  three  horses,  and  hung  the  three  bodies  by  the  feet  od 
the  gallows ;  and  they,   at  the  same  tune,   would  have  killed 
Daldngan,  had  not  Captam  Grant,   in  Loudon's  regiment,  pie- 
vented  it.     They  would  hardly  allow  his  wife  time  to  take  the 
rings  oft   her  fingers;  but  were  going  to   cut  oflf  her  fingeis, 
having  stripped  her  of  her  clothes,  her  house  and  effects  being 
burned.       And    in   the  braes  of  Glenmoriston,   a  party  there 
ravished  a  gentlewoman  big  with  child,  and  tenants'  wives,  and 
left  them  on  the  ground  after  they  were  ravished  by  all  the 
party ;  and  Lockhart,  in  his  way  to  Strathglass,   shot  a  mta,^ 
wading  a  water,  with  the  Whig  teacher's  protection  in  his  haod 
to  shew  him,  without  speaking  one  word :  and  the  whole  ptrtj 
ravished   there  a  woman  big  with  child,  and  left  her  on  the 
ground  almost  dead.     All  these  are  certain  facts,  which  may  be 
depended  on,  being  known  by  a  person  of  good  credit."    [Nanatire 
by  Rev.  James  Hay,  Inverness]. 

'*  True,  said  Patrick  Grant,  that  said  Isabel  Macdonald  [wife 
of  Alexander  Macdonald]  was  ravished  ...  in  the  Bne  of 
Coiraghoth  [Corri-Dho]  about  two  miles  from  the  Cave,  and  about 
six  weeks  before  Lanunas ;  and  that  one  Flora  Macdonald,  wife  to 
John  Macdonald,  was  ravished  by  the  same  party,  at  the  auae 

time,  and  at  the  same  place llie  parties  that  thus 

came  a  ravaging  to  the  Braes  of  Glenmoriston  after  the  Battle  of 
Culloden,  stript  the  women  and  children  of  aU  the  deaths  that 
could  be  useful  to  them  (the  sogers),  and  left  them  only  the 
rags." 


APPENDIX  K  (Page  317). 

The  Seven  Men  op  Glenmoriston. 

The  following  notices  of  the  Seven  Men  may  be  of  interest  :— 

In  1751,  Patrick  Grant  informed  Bishop  Forbes  that  Albxasids 
Macdonald  was  then  dead.  (Lyon  in  Mourning),  Some  time 
after  Culloden,  a  son  was  bom  to  him,  whom  he  named  Chtfla 
after  the  Prince.  Charles  was  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Dunctn 
Macdonald  of  Torgoil  (from  whom  the  Author  took  down  interest- 
ing traditions,  and  many  lines  of  impublished  Ossianic  poetij)r 
of  the  late  Bailie  Duncan  Macdonald,  Inverness,  and  of  Chiries 
Macdonald,  now  tenant  of  Knocknagael,  near  Inverness,  and  of 
Balnacam,  in  Glenmoriston. 

^  The  man's  name  is  given  elsewhere  in  the  Lyon.    See  p.  296 
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AuxAN'DEB  Chisbolu,  according  to  Grant,  was  also  dead  in 
17fil.  He  had  a.  son  John,  whose  eon  William  emigrated  to 
America,  and  lived  in  Glenmore,  Glengarry,  Canada,  in  1832. 

Donald  Chisholm  lived  at  Blairie  till  ]  769,  when  he  emigrated 
to  Canada,  where  he  died.  In  1832,  several  of  his  children  were 
living  in  Canada,  one  of  them  being  Lewis  Chisholm,  captain  lat 
Regiment  of  Glengftiry  Militia,  who  resided  on  the  Black  River, 
Glengarry. 

Uuoa  Chisholm  spent  many  years  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  waa 
known  to  Home,  the  historian  of  the  Bebellion,  and  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  "  who  subBcrihed,  with  others,  to  a  small  annuity,  which  was 
sufficient  to  render  him  comfortable,"  (Tales  of  a  Grand/atherJ. 
In  his  old  age  he  returned  to  Glenmoriaton,  where  he  was 
remembered  by  persons  who  communicated  what  they  knew  of  him 
to  the  Author  (see  foot-note,  p.  317,  rupra).  In  his  latter  days  he 
hved  in  Baluabruich,  Stratbglass,  where  he  died.  He  liad  a  son 
Alexander,  who  had  a  non  Donald,  who  emigrated  from  Achlain, 
Glenmoriaton,  to  Canada,  about  1820,  Donald  and  liis  family 
lived  in  1»32  at  Lochiel,  Glengarry,  Canada.  Hugh  had  another 
son  Charles  (named  after  the  Prince),  who  lived  at  Dniiuach, 
Strathglasa,  till  his  death  about  1820.  Charles'  descendants  are 
still  in  the  district.  Hugh's  sword  was  taken  to  America,  where 
il  came  into  the  possession  of  Dr  Stewart  Chisholm,  Royal  Artil- 
lery. It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Dr  Chisholm's  son,  Captain 
Chisholm  of  Glassbum,  Strathglaas. 

GitiGOB  MiCOHBGOB  was  alive  in  1751,  and,  according  to  Patrick 
Ijrant,  "  as  ready  for  a  good  ploy  as  ever."  He  was  taken  prisoner 
sitTae  time  after  the  Prince  left,  in  connection  with  an  attack  on 
soldiers,  and  seizure  of  cattle  ;  but  he  made  his  escape,  and 
returned  to  Gleumoriston. 

John  Macdonald  or  Campbell  was  also  implicated  in  the  attack 
on  the  soldiers,  and  was  for  a  long  time  kept  in  prison  in  Inverness. 
There  was  no  sufficient  evidence  against  him,  and  he  was  in  the 
end  hberated.  He  was  known  aa  "Os  Ean,"  from  the  Prince's 
mistake  in  thinking  that  was  his  name.  The  explanation  given 
by  Grant  of  the  error  is  that  John's  companions  were  in  the  habit 
of  addressing  bim  "  Aos  Ean,"  or,  more  correctly,  "  Eisd,  Iain  !" — 
"  Harken,  John  )''  John  is  stated  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  other 
historians  to  have  been  banged  for  stealing  a  cow — he  who  scorned 
the  X30,000  bribe  !  The  statement  is  incorrect.  It  appears  from 
the  Scott  Magazine  for  1754,  that  in  May  of  that  year,  "John 
Mac  Ewan  Vic  William,  aliat  Macdonell,  some  time  residenter  in 
Itcdlado,  in  Glenmoriston,"  was  hanged  at  Inverlochy  for  theft. 
This  man,  on  being  apprehended,  gave  out  that  he  was  one  of  the 
Seven  Men.     The  result  was  that  efforts  were  made  to  save  bis 
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lite,  hut  misuccessfiilly.      In  1756,  Patrick  Graut  explained  the 
tnie  ciFcuniHtances  to  Bishop  Forbes.     His  old  compauioii,  Jt4)u 
Mocdonatd,  whose  real  came  was  Campbell,  was  alive  then,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter.     He  was  supported  by  Gleiialadale  until 
the  hitter's  death.    In  1762,  Mnuiinb  of  Inniahewen  collected  moDey      -^ 
for  him.     He  wna  then  ubnut  sixty  years  of  ape,  and  hni\  a  siukly  ^-^^ 
■wife  and  young  family.     He  lived  in  Uteiunnristoti,  but  waudcrci^^  ^^ 
about  a  good  deal.     In  1770,  he  walked  to  Ballncbidish  to  mevw 
Bishop  Forbes.     "  When  making  ready  to  go  to  the  foresaid  stotxs 
bouse  for  worship,"  records  the  Bishop  in  his  Journal,  under  dat..:;^—^ 
"  July  8th,  4th  Sunday  after  Trinity,"  "  I  spied  an  old,  ven^ahW     _ 
gray-headed  man,  looking  wistfully  at  me,  and  solicitous  to  car^^^^^^ 
books,  or  any  other  thing.     In  setting  out  for  the  boat,  Stewart  ^^ 

Invcmahyle  met  us,  and,  after  common  compliments,  told  me  tlw___,^j 
this  was  John  Oa  Ban  Mack   Donell,  the  principal  of  the  cig^  j^j 
noted  Olenmoriaton  men  iu  1746,  who  bad  come  thirty  six  \f^-~^^„ 
miles  to  see  me.     Upon  this,  making  up  to  him  to  take  him  by  t:.  J^ ^ 
hand,  he  fell  flat  upon  his  face  to  the  ground,   in  the  Eak^^c, 
manner,  from  which  I  soon  raised  him  up,   the  Tear  Btartins    in 
my  eye  as  well  as  in  his,  aud  asked  by  an  Iiiterprctor,  as  he  otiJtj 
speak  nothing  but   Gaelic,    how   he  had   found    me  ouL        tfc 
answered   that  hearing  I  was  iu  the  Country,-  he  well  koew  tliat 
Ballaeliolish  would  be  my  Head-Quarters,  and  therefore  he  hati 
come  hither.     Old   Ballachelish,  tiu^ing  about  just  as  we  vvne 
ready  to  go  on  Board  the  Boat,  and  pointing  to  the  ValiiuMf 
Hero,  said,  There  m  t/te  man  that  did  more  for  Hm,  Sir,  Ihan  r*-* 
all  /     I  gave  him  some  small  thing  to  bear  his  Charges  iu  footiu^ 
the  Joiiniey,  hut  not  so  much  as  I  inclined,  not  having  it  to  epu^^ 
from  the  unexpected  Jaunt  to  Argileshire.     .     .     .     The  Reast*^ 
why  John  had  taken  such  a  Journey  to  see  me  is  that  for  acan*^^ 
years  past  I  had  been  as  lucky  as  to  make  up  a  small  Pension  n;^ 
five  £  a-year  for  him,  which  pays  his  Farm.     This  makes  pnci^^ 
John  very  easy  in  his  circimiBtanccs,  and  I  transmit  it  to  hin        ' 
thro'  the  Hands  of  Ballachcliali,  Jimior,  who  told  me  that  M^^^ 
Scton  of  ToTich,  happening  to  be  in  the  country,  after  purchosiu^^ 
the  Estate  of  Appin,  when  John  chanced  to  come  for  his  Pcnsiou^^ 
gave  him  three  guineua."     Lees  prosperous  times  fell  on  Jolu^^* 
and  on  8th  June  1775,  the  Bishop  wTites  : — "  Poor  Os  Ean,  uptv"^' 
failing  of  his  usual  moiety,  joined  the  emigrants  in  August  Is*     • 
to  seek  a  grave  iu  a  foreign  laud  fCauadaJ,  where  his  meiit  is  nc--^ 
kuowu,  and  would  be  little  regarded." 

P.ATKiCK  Grant  appears  never  to  have  got  over  the  loss  of  t>-M 
-cattle  and  destruction  of  his  property  in  1746.  In  1761  Iw 
arrived  in  Edinburgh  in  a  state  of  poverty,  on  his  way  to 
■the  Continent  to  visit   the    Prince.      As   Gaelic  was  his  oalj 
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language,  he  was  persuaded  not  to  proceed  fiuther.  He  had 
interviews  with  Bishop  Forbes  (then  the  Rev.  Robert  Forbes  of 
Leith)  who  took  down  from  him  long  accounts  of  events  after 
Oulloden,  which  are  recorded  in  the  Lyon  in  Mourning.  "  I  gave 
Patrick  Grant  a  certificate,"  writes  Mr  Forbes,  "  desiring  him  to 
try  if  he  could  make  any  Thing  for  himself  among  Friends  in  and 
aliout  Edr.,  to  whom  Donald  Macdonald  (his  Interpreter)  would 
direct  him,  and  even  attend  him."     The  certificate  ran  as  follows : 

"Leith,  Octr.  18,  175L 
"That  the  Bearer  hereof,  Patrick  Grant,  is  one  of  the 
Glenmoriston  Men  so  noted  for  the  amazing  Preservation  of  One 
in  the  greatest  Extremity  of  Danger  and  Distress,  at  the  manifest 
Hazard  of  Life  and  all.  The  Immense  Sum  notwithstanding,  is 
Attested  by 

(Signed)         "  ROBERT  FORBES,  Clergyman. 

"  N.B, — The  Bearer  can  speak  Erse  only." 

Forbes  also  had  Patrick's  portrait  painted,  from  which  pro- 
bably the  miniature  now  in  Glcnmoriston's  possession  was  tt^en 
(see  p.  314,  supra).  In  1759  Patrick  was  pressed  into  the  army, 
and  he  served  for  some  years  in  North  America.  In  1763  he 
returned  to  Glenmoriston,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  Chelsea  pension, 
and  he  there  passed  the  remaining  years  of  his  life. 

Bards  have  sung,  in  Gaelic  and  English,  of  the  Seven  Men  of 
Glenmoriston ;  and  the  Prince  and  themselves  in  the  Cave  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  many  a  painting.  Is  it  not  time,  how- 
ever, that  painters  should  cease  to  call  their  pictures  '*  Prince 
Charles  in  the  Eohbtrs*  Cave  7' 


APPENDIX  L  (Page  319). 

Notices  of  the  Principal  Families  op  the  Parish. 

It  is  not  intended  to  give  full  accounts  in  these  Notices  of  the 
families  to  which  they  refer.  The  Author  regrets  that  the  space 
at  his  disposal  does  not  admit  of  any  attempt  to  give  detailed 
genealogies. 

I.  CoNAciiAR  Mac  Aoidh,  and  his  Descendants. 

The  story  of  Conachar,  son  of  Aodh  or  Aed,  is  given  on  pages 
11  to  14  supra.  He  flourished  about  1160,  and  is  the  first  person 
•on  record  said  to  have  been  proprietor  of  Urquhart.  From  him  are 
•descended   the   Mackays   (descendants  of    Aodh   or    Aed);   the 
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Forbeses,  who  took  their  name  from  Forbois  in  Aberdeenahire^ 
where  they  settled;  and  the  Urquharts,  who  took  their  name 
from  Conachar*8  Glen  (Urquhart).  Conachar's  son,  Alexander, 
settled  in  Caithness  and  Sutherland,  and  became  the  first  Chief  of 
the  Clan  Aoidh,  or  Mackays.  That  clan,  however,  continued  to 
be  known  in  Glen-Urquhart.  The  Rev.  James  Fraser,  minister  of 
Kirkhill  in  the  seventeenth  century,  records  that  there  were 
Mackays  in  the  Glen  in  the  the  thirteenth  century ;  and  in  the 
sixteenth  we  find  members  of  the  clan  large  holders  of  land  in  the 
Glen.     See  under  Mackays  of  Achmonie. 


II.  The  Dubwards. 

Thomas  Durward,  sou  of  Malcolm  of  Lundin,  became  pro- 
prietor of  Urquhart  early  in  the  thirteenth  century.     The  histoty 
of  his  family's  connection  with  the  Parish  is  given  on  pages  15  to 
17  supra.     "  The  Durwards,  or  Ostiarii  Begis,"  says  Mr  Cosmo 
Innes  (Thanes  of  Cawdor  p.  1),  "  though  hardly  mentioned  in  our 
books  of  pedigree,  were  a  family  of  great  power  and  possessions. 
The  first  of  them,  who  took  his  name  from  his  office,  styles  him- 
self *  Thomas  filius  Malcolmi  de  Lundin  hostiarius  domini  Regis* 
(cir.  1220).     He  inherited  through  his  mother,  who  must  have 
been  a  daughter  of  an  Earl  of  Mar,  large  estates  in  the  lower 
division  of  that  great  Earldom.     His  munificent  donations  to  the 
Church  show  him  as  proprietor  of  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Skene, 
Echt,  Kinemy,  Banchory,  Midmar,  Kincardine  Oneil  (where  he 
built   a   bridge  over  the   Dee),    Limifanan,   Alford,   Coull,    and 
Leochel.     He  had  property  in  Moray  also,   and  was   Sheriff  of 
Inverness  in  1226.     Gilbert     .     .     .     had  some  right  to  the  lands 
of  Boleskine,  and  the  family  were  also  proprietors  of  lands  at 
Urquhart.     Thomas's  son  and  heir,  Alan  Durward,  was  a  person 
of  great  consequence   in  Scotland,  holding  the  office   of  Great 
Justiciary  from  1223  to  1251,  and  again  in  1255.     Besides  their 
Northern  possessions,  the  Durwards  had  lands  in  Angus — Lin- 
trathen  and  others,  and  it  was  at  the  Abbey  of  Cupar  in  Angus 
that  Alan  chose  his  place  of  burial.     But  it  is  only  in  the  fast- 
nesses of   Mar,  and  round  their  old  Castle  of  Coull,   that  the 
memory  of  those  great  lords  has  lingered  in  popular  tradition. 
The  Cromar  peasant  still  believes  that  the  Kirk-bell  of  Coull  ring* 
of  its  own  accord  when  a  Durward  dies.     It  is  not  known  whether 
Gilbert  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Durward,  nor  can  we  do  more  than 
conjecture  into  what  families  the  three  co-heiresses  of  AJan,  the 
Great  Justiciary,  carried  his  immense  possessions." 
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in.  Tub  CuKUtN3H. 

;  the  dcftth  of  Aluu  Durward  llic  Cumiuinga  appear  to 

IftTe  got  posaesaiou  of   Urqtihwt  Castle  and  its  domiiiii,  and  to 

J»Te    retained  them  till  tlio  time  of  tlio  War  of  ludupeudcnce, 

Btlicnigfa,  probably,  they  had  no  right  of  property  iu  them.     Sir 

ider  Cumniing   held  the  Custle  for  a  time  for  Edward   I, 

e  Cbapter  11.    See  under  Cumminge  of  Dulahangic. 

\  IV.  Thx  Phiscipal  Fauiliss  Connected  vitu  thb  Paribh 

DDRlttO   THE    14Ta   AKD    15tH  CbNTURIES. 

These  were  the  Fukbesk::!,  Rasoolfhs,  Laudgrs,  Chisholmb, 
e  Wolf  of  Badehoch,  and  bis  sou  the  Earl  of  MAii,  the  Lords 
'  the    IxLB),   nwi    the  Maolbanh.     Their  oonuection    with  tlie 

^h  is  iiarruled  iti  Chapters  II.,  III.,  aud  IV.  The  hL'ikds  of 
e  fauiilT  of  MiicIcudb  Iwcame  proprietor  of  Dochgarroch,  but 
Be  of  the  tiunie  are  still  tenants  hi  01en-Un]uhart.  Mr  Allan 
hclettn  of  Aberystwyth  is  the  proseut  head  of  the  family. 

V.  The  Laeruh  of  Grast. 

The  "  Cliicfs  of  Unujt"  coutaias  a  very  eomplcte  history  and 
inmlogy   of  the  family  of  Grant  of  Grant,  and  the  bicitory  of 
'r  conueetion  with  Urquhart  is  fully  given  in  the  foregoing 
jMigM.     No  moic  tlian  a  list  of  them  ia,  therefore,  required  here. 

JoH.\  THB  Bard  (let),  who  aoquirod  the  Barony  of  Urquhart 
In  1609,  and  hM  it  till  his  death  in   1528,  was  desueiided  from 
a  le  Grant,  proprietor  of  luverallan  in  1316,  and  probably  sou 
ir  Laurenoe  le  Grant,  Sherifi'  of  Invemesa  iu  1263.'     The  Bard 
lied  Margaret  Ugilvy.     The  following  are  hia  aiiCL-essors,  pro- 
"    It  of  Unpihort :— (2nd)   James   Grant   (m.    1st    EHsuilwtji 
I,  and  2ud  Christian  Barclay),  sou  of  the  Bard,   proprietor 
1  1628  to  U>rii ;  (3rd)  John  (m.  Ut  Lady  Margaret  Stewart, 
~    i  lady  Janet  LeaUe),  eon  of  James,  1553  to  1585  ;  (4th) 
M  (m.  Lady  Liliaa  Murray),  son  of  Dunean,  son  of  John  (3rd), 
>  to  1C22;  (5th)  Sir  Joh.s  (in.   Mary  Ogilvy),  son  of  John, 
!  to  1637  ;  (6th)  James  (m.  Lidy  Mary  Stewart),  son  of  Sh 
I,  1637  to  1663;  (7th)  Ludovtck  (m.  lat  Janet  Brodie,  and 
i  Jean  Houston),  son  of  James,  1663  to  1699,  when  (although 
1  till   1716)  he  resigned  Urquhart  to  his  aon,  Brigadier 
ider  Gnwt ;    (8th)  Brigadier  Alkxakdeb  (.Irant  (m.    lot 
'i  Stewart,  and  2nd  Anne  Smith),  sou  of  Ludovick,  1699 
7 ;  (9th)  Sir  Jaubs  (m.  Anne  Colquhouu),  brother  of  the 
■    ,  1719  to  174":  (10th)  Sir  Ludovick  (m.   Ut  Marion 

1  See  Chief!  uf  Orant  I.,  pp.  B-lfi  u»l  *99. 
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Dalrymple,  and  2ud  Lady  Margaret  Ogilyie),  son  of  Sir  James, 
1747  to  1773;  (11th)  Sir  Jambs  (m,  Jane  Duflf),  son  of  Sir 
Ludovick,  1773  to  1811  ;  (l?th)  Sir  Lewis  ALEZA2a>KR  (who 
succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  of  Seafield),  son  of  Sir  James, 
1811  to  1840;  (13th)  Francis  William,  Earl  of  Seafield  (m.  Ist 
Mary  Anne  Dunn,  and  2nd  Louisa  Emma  Maunsell),  brother  of 
Lewis  Alexander,  1840  to  1853;  (14th)  John  Charlbs,  Earl  of 
Seafield  (ni  the  Hon.  Caroline  Stuart),  son  of  Francis  William, 
1853  to  1881 ;  (15th)  Ian  Charles,  Earl  of  Seafield,  son  of  John 
Charles,  from  1881  to  1884,  when  he  died  immarried,  leaving  his 
estates  to  his  mother,  Caroline,  Countess  of  Seafield,  the  present 
Proprietrix.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  titles  by  his  uncle,  the 
Honourable  James  Grant,  who,  on  his  death  in  June,  1888,  wa*< 
succeeded  by  his  son  Francis  William.  The  latter  died  in 
December,  1888,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  young  son  Jambb,  the 
present  Earl. 

VI.  Grants  of  Corrimont. 

The  pedigree  of  this  family  is  given  in  "  The  Chiefs  of  Grant,*' 
Vol.  I.,  p.  515 — the  issue  of  James  Grant,  7th  of  Corrimony,  by  his 
first  wife,  being,  however,  omitted.  The  first  Grant  of  Corrimony 
was  (1st)  John  (son  of  John  the  Bard,  Laird  of  Grant),  to  whom  the 
estate  was  granted  in  1 509.  His  wife  is  said  to  have  been  a  daughter 
of  Strachan  of  Culloden.  He  died  in  1533.  The  following  are  his 
successors : — (2nd)  John,  his  son  (married  Marjory  Grant),  died 
alx)ut  1593  ;  (3rd)  John,  son  of  the  latter  (m.  Christian  Rose), 
died  before  1663 ;  [William,  son  of  John  (3rd),  who  pre- 
deceased his  father] ;  (4th)  John,  son  of  William  (m.  Katherioe 
Macdonald),  died  before  1724  ;  (5th)  John,  son  of  John  (4th)  (dl 
Mary  Keith),  died  172C  ;  (6th)  Alexander,  son  of  John  (6th)  (m. 
1st  Jane  Ogilvie,  2nd  Catherine  Fraser,  3rd  Alicia  Macdonald). 
died  1797  ;  (7th)  James,  advocate  and  author,  bom  1743,  died 
1835  (see  p.  405).  In  1825,  James  sold  that  portion  of  his  estate 
of  old  called  Meiklies  and  Craskaig,  thereafter  Lakefield,  and  now 
Kilmartin,  to  Patrick  Grant  of  Ixxihletter  and  Kedcastle:^  and 
in  1833  Corrimony  proi)er  was  sold  to  Thomas  Ogilvy.* 

^  The  following  liavc  been  tlie  proprieturs  of  Lakefield,  now  Kilmartin, 
Bince  itH  sale  by  James  Grant : — Patrick  Grant,  1825  to  1836  ;  Min  Hannah 
Fraser,  Bniiach,  from  1836  to  183S  ;  Thomas  Ogilvy  of  Corrimony,  1838  to 
185*2  ;  Archil wld  Henry  Foley  Cameron,  1852  to  1884,  when  the  esUte  wn 
purchased  by  the  pressent  proprietor,  Ala«dair  Campbell  of  Kilmartin  anr 
Blackball. 

-  The  following  have  been  the  proprietors  of  Corrimony  since  it*  porcfaa 
by  Mr  Ogilvy  : — Thomas  Ogilvy,  1833  to  1874,  when  he  conyeyed  it  to! 
eon,  John  Francis  Ogilvv  (Mr  Thomas  Ogilvy  died  in  1877)  ;   John  FVao 
Ogilvy,  1874  to  1887  ;  David  P.  Sellar,  from  1887  to  1888.  when  the  aiit 
was  purchase<l  by  Lachlan  Andrew  Macpherson,  the  present  proprietor. 
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Jtuxica  Gnmt  (7lh)  was  twire  iiuLiried.  By  hia  first  wife, 
EUxnbetb  Bobortson,  he  had  several  children,  His  imcuussors  in 
tha  rcprMontation  of  the  family  )U'(<,  hiu  son,  Captain  Joay  Grant, 
bom  1790,  died  1861 ;  Jaubs  Gbant,  the  uoveliat,  son  of  Captain 
John  Grant,  loru  1822,  died  1887  ;  and  IU>dbkich  Grant,  aon  of 
tho  uoveliat,  bom  ISGO,  now  a  RomiLU  CntboHu  priest  in  Londun. 

TLe  second  wife  of  James  Grant  (Ttli)  was  Katherine  Baillie 
Mackay.  They  had  eight  sons  and  two  ilimghterH.  The  reprc- 
Mentativc  of  this  nmrriitge  is  Sir  Jaubs  ALCXAPrnan  Grakt,  M.D., 
M.P,  for  OttawJi,  son  of  James  Grant,  M.D.,  eon  of  JfimCB  Grant 
(7th). 

VII.  Ghani«  of  Shbwoue. 

The  pedigree  of  this  family  is  given  in  "  The  Chiefs  of  Grant." 
AlJiZANDEB  Grant,  1st  of  Shewglte  (married  Lilias  Grant),  was 
k  Km  of  John  Grant,  3nd  of  Corrimony.  Aecording  to  a  fumJly 
tradition,  he  was  hia  father's  eldest  aon  and  heir,  but  waB  iu  :  umo 
inanner  over-reached  by  his  brother  John,  who  uonHe(]itetitly 
became  proprietor  of  Corrimony.  Certain  Iraniiactions  Iwtween 
Alexander  and  the  Laird  of  Grant,  in  course  of  which  Aleinndcr 
wu  Hcrred  heir- in -general  to  his  father,  would  seem  to  show  that 
Uu)  story  is  not  without  foiuidation.  Alexander  died  about  1630. 
Hi*  ■nccessoTB  have  been  his  son  (2ud)  Robert  (married  Margaret 
Fnwcr),  died  about  IfiriO ;  (3rd)  KoWrt's  son,  Jakes,  who  fought 
at  Killicrankie,  and  waa  killed  at  Corribuy  in  1691  or  1603  (see 

S233  mpra),  (m.  1st  Janet  Maclean,  and  3nd  Hannah  Fraser) ; 
th)  ALKSAKDitR,  son  of  Jamca  (m.  1st  Margaret,  daughter 
of  The  Cbishuhtt,  and  2ud  Isubel,  daughter  of  Glenmoris- 
Iod),  died  in  l^uduu  iu  1746  (see  ji.  288  aupm  ;  (6tb) 
Jamb,  wm  of  Alexander  (m.  Miirjnry,  daughter  nf  Prasor 
of  Dunbullocli),  died  in  1791  ;  (6th)  Jauih  of  Showglie  and  Red- 
caatle.  son  of  James,  apimintcd  Keeident  at  Hyderabad  liy 
Wuren  HaHtings.  dieil  in  180K,  unmarried,  succeeded  by  hix 
oouHiD  (7th)  Colonel  Alkxakdbk  Gkant  (m.  Jane  Haunay),  nun  of 
Patrick  Grant  of  X^jcblettor  (m.  Katherine  Baillie),  son  of 
Aimuuler  Grant,  4tii  of  Shewglie.  Colonel  Grant  died  in 
1816,  ami  wan  succeeded  by  his  sou  (8lb)  PATRtOK  of  Redcastle 
(to-  CntJiertno  SupLia,  ihiughterof  Charles  Grant,  tho  E.  1.  Coy, 
Director).  Patrick  died  in  ll*!i5,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
(9th)  tiie  Kev.  Alexakoxu  IIonald  Iirant,  Canon  of  Hly,  and 
B«Ctor  of  Hitcham,  Suffolk,  the  })rcacnt  represootativo  of  tho 
famil;  (m.  Jane  Sophia  Dundas,  daughter  of  his  imcle,  William 
Unnt  of  IlaKcl  itmc). 

Colonel  Grant  of  KclcnetloV  sons,  W'illiau,  Huob,  GRsaoR, 
AtKXAXDBa.  Jamks,  and  Chaiilbs  (late  of  Hazel  Brae)  were  nil 
wrf!  known,  iiuvl  niv  -tlill  well  renicmbei-ed.  in  the  Parish. 
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James  (irant  (3rd  of  Shewglie)  had  a  son  Patbick  (married 
daughter  of  liiigh  Fraaer  of  Erchit),  who  was  alive 
Patrick's  aon,  Robert  (m.  —  Chisholm)  had  a  son,  ALEXAifDi 
(m.  Margaret,  daughter  of  Donald  Macbean,  t«nant  of  Aldourie), 
who  waB  "out"  in  the  Forty-Five,  and  waa  known  na  the  Swords- 
man. See  Chapter  XV.  Alexander's  son,  Charlks  (m.  Jane 
Frascr)  became  Director  and  Cliairman  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. Charles'  elder  son,  Charlks,  became  the  well-known 
Lord  Glenklg  (died  unnuuried),  while  his  second  son  waa  the 
almost  equally  noted  Sir  Robert  Grant  (m.  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Sir  David  Davidson  of  Cantray).  Sir  Robert's  son,  Sir  Charlk 
Grant,  uow  represents  his  branch  of  the  ShewgUe  family, 
pp.  40C-7  tupra). 

Of  the  Sbewglie  family  is  also  descended  Miss  C.  J.  Chambeni< 
and  Miss  A.  C.  Chambers,  Polmaily  (see  footnote  p.  413),  who 
daughters  of  the  late  Lady  Chambers,  daughter  of  Mrs  Will 
Polmaily,  daughter  of  the  said  Patrick  Grant  of  Lochletter. 

VIII.  Grantb  of  Glenmoriston. 

The  pedigree  of  the  Glenmoristou  Family  is  fiilly  given 
"  The  Chiefs  of  Grant."  The  first  of  the  family  was  the  famOUl, 
Iain  Mob,  natural  son  of  John  the  Bard.  His  story  is  told  in 
chapters  V.  and  VI.  Hs  married  Ist  Elizabeth  or  Isabella  Innes, 
and  2ud  Agues  Eraser.  On  his  death  in  1548  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  sou  (2nd)  Patrick  (ul  Beatrice  Campbell  of  Cawdor),  from 
1648  to  1581  ;  (Sid)  John  (m.  Elizabeth  Grant),  sou  of  Patrick, 
1581  to  1637) ;  (4th)  Patrick  (m.  Margaret  Fraser),  son  of  John. 
1P37  to  about  1643  ;  (5th)  John  (m.  —  Fraser),  son  of  Patrick, 
from  about  1643  to  1703  :  {6th)  John  (m.  Ist  —  Baillie,  nod  2nd 
Janet  Cameron),  son  of  John  (5th),  from  1703  to  1736  ;  (7th) 
Patrick  (m.  . —  Grant),  secoud  son  of  John  (6th),  from  1737  to 
1786  ;  (8th)  Patrick  (m.  Uennetta  Grant  nf  Eothiemurchus),  son 
of  Pfttriek,  1786  to  17H3  ;  (9th)  Lieut. -Col  on  el  John  Grant  (m- 
Elizabeth  Townsend  Grant),  sou  of  Patrick,  1793  to  1801  ;  (lOlh) 
Patrick,  sou  of  John,  1801  to  1808;  (11th)  James  Murrat 
Grant  (ni.  Henrietta  Cameron),  brother  of  Patrick,  1808  to  1868; 

tCaptam  John  Grant,  son  of  James  Murray  Grant,  m.  Ist  Emily 
lorrison,  and  '2ad  Anne  Chodwick,  predeceased  his  father  in 
18671 ;  (12th)  Iain  Robert  James  Mcrrat  Goant  (the  present 
Laini,  m.  Etliol  Davidson),  son  of  Captain  John  Grant,  bucv 
oeeded  his  grandfather  in  1868. 

From  the  Grants  of  Glenmoriston  were  descended  the  Grsnta 
of  Craskie  and  Duldrcggan — a  famil}-  of  great  influence  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries.     Alexander  Grant,  liist  of 
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J>uldrcggiui,  had  three  sons,  who  all  settled  in  British  Quiana,  and 
-died  iinmuricd,  aud  four  daughters,  two  of  whom,  Marjorie  and 
Uaiy  Ann,  Aill  eurvive.  Uia  daughter,  Agnea  Shaw,  became  the 
Hifo  of  Peter  Anderson,  solicitor,  Inverness,  author,  along  with 
^M  brother,  of  Anderson's  "  Guide  to  the  Highlands."  Her  son, 
Ur  P.  J.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  the  New  Spalding  Club,  is  a  dis- 
tin^ished  antiquary  ;  and  her  daughter.  Miss  Isabel  H.  Anderson, 
k  Uie  ftutlior  of  "  Inverness  before  llailways." 


IX.  Mackatb  op  AcsuomB. 

The    tradition    of    tho    Parish    regarding  the   origin  of   the 
laokay a  is  embodied  in  the  bard's  lines : — 

"  Rugndb  air  a'  nihiiir  a'  c^houd  fhear 
0  'n  dii  shiollaich  Clanu  Mhic  Aoidti — 
Oonnchar  nior  ruadh  o  'n  chuaii." 

"  He  was  bom  on  the  aea 

tVom  wiinm  tho  Macknys  are  descended — 

Great  Conachar  the  Red,  from  the  ocean." 

ichnr  nnd   his  descendants  have  already  b^en  referred  to. 

9  p.  505  iiupra),     1'hc  first  of  the  family  of  Achniouie  whoes 

V  has  some  down  to  ns  is  (Isl)  Gfllixs  Mackay.  who  flourished 

ktiie  end  of  the  15th  contury  and  beginning  of  the  16th,  and 

a  whom  the  family  took  tho  patronymic  of  Mae  Gillies.     Ho 

*  succeeded  by  his  son  (2nd)  Joun  Mac  Giu.ie&  Mackai,  whom 

I  firMt  meet  in  1539,  when  lie  witnessed  the  Bosine  of  John 

|iboln^'>f  Chisholm,  in  the  barony  of  Comormnre,  Strathglaaa. 

m«  at  ErchlesH  Castle).     lu  1554  he  and  his  wife,  Kathurine, 

Ightcr  of  F.iicn  Canyuht  (Ewen  the  Meruluint),  obtauied  from 

p  ffishop  of  Moray  a  nineteen  years'  leiise  of  Achmouie  (Ajijiciidii 

Ewcn  Canycht  was  one  of  the  tenants  of  Balmacsan  at  the 

•  of  the  Great  Raid  of  1545.     John,  in  that  year,  possesied 

miv,  ttnd  was  also  principal  tacksman  of  Diilsluuigic.     His 

,  Donald,  had  a  sbaro  of  llalmaeaan ;  his  bruther,  Bfjw  Mao 

s  the  principal  tenant  of  Cartaly  ;  and  hiN  nephew,  John 

D  Doiutld  Mac  Gillies,  had  a  share  nf  Inehlirine.     In  1557,  the 

p  granted  a  perpetual  charter  (Appendix  D)  to  John  and  his 

and  llieir  mm  (3r<I)  DtrxCAS.     Dinicjin  married    Margaret, 

Ightcr  of  the  sniil  John  Cliisholm,  and,  on  13th  May,   1592, 

rth«  singular  favour  (ind  love  which  I  have  and  bear' towards 

V  Oiesbolme,  my  donrcst  spou»«,  and  for  other  reasouahio 

"" "    ;  my  nund   thent*^"  granted   to  her  the  liferent 
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I  joung  childron.     Theae   were  (7th)  Alixamdrb, 
',  John,  Janet,  and  Anne,  aiid  ft  bod,  Douald,  who 
■  Ilia  death.     Before  1731  hia  widow  mamed  Alei- 
r  Onutt,  brother  of  John   Grant  of  Glcumoriston    (t&in   a! 

Lftor  AloiiLuder  Mockay  (7tti)  attained  majonty,  he  laiaad  aa 

I  of  count  and  reckoning  against  Shewglie  and  Belladrum, 

I*  long  litigation  and  arbitration  followed.     He  actively  inter- 

J  hiit^lf  in  The  Forty-Five  on  the  side  of  the  Prince.     (See 

ipter  XIV.).      He  sold  the  estate  to  Sir  James  Grant  iu 

',  1779,  and  settled  in  Nairn — iii  a  house  which  ho  called, 

kis  atill  known  as,  "  Achmonie  Place" — where  he  died  iu  I7S9 

■at  nuda  issue.     By  his  first  wife,  Mary  Grant,  he  left  twia 

^  Jane  and  Elspet  or  Isabella  (bom  lat  January,  1753)>  He 

o  fuoily  i>y  liia  second  wife,  Angus,  daughter  of  Colonel  Angua 

mell  of  Glengarry,  who  comnuuidcd  the  tileugairy  men  in  The 

f  Five,  and  was  killed  at  Falkirk.     (See  pp.  252,  269  tapra.} 

rothon  Jamoa,  Patrick,*  and  John  all  predeceased  him  without 

1  iaaiu,  and  he  was  succeeded  as  roprosoutative  of  tho  family 

■  "■  youngest  brother  Donald,  who  was  tnius()orted  to  Barhadooa 

ttbfi  part  ho  took  in  The  Forty-Five,  and,  escaping,  asaumod 

!  Uacdonald.     (See  pp.    27^  and  269  sttpra).     Donald, 

fe  died  in  1791,  left  the  following  children  by  his  wife,  Mary 

—Jour  Mackat  MicnONALo,  who  Bucctoded  him  ;  Duncan  ; 

J ;  and  William,  who  died  in  Dememra,  unmarried. 

n  Uackay  Macdonald  was  a  planter  in  Jamaicitaud  Qerbice, 

e  years  resided  at  Lakclield.     He  afterwards  settled 

.,  where  Ite  died.     By  his  first  wife  (an  I^ish  lady,  Cathorino 

I,  who  died  at  sea),  he  bad  four  sons,  William,  John,  James, 

I^Peter,  and  a  daughter  Jane.     By  his  secund  wife,  also  an  Irish 

he  left  a  daughter,    who   married  Robert  0'Ciilla(;liaa  of 

near  Cork,  and  left  isstio.     Jolin's  male  line  became 

I   the   death   of   his  grandson,    Dosald  Mackat  Mao- 

who  died  at  Cork   about    thirty    years  ago.       Donald 

^  ntcoccded    as    representative   of  tho    family    by    William 

CAT,    Blairbeg  (see  footnote   p.    289),  only  son  of  Duscan, 

of   tike   first   meuUoned  Donald   Moukay  Matidonaid 

,   Mary    Macfie.       Ouucan,    who    was   bom    at    Kerrowgair 

r  called  Onunbuio)  ou  IStb  June  1773,  and  married  Mary 

died   at    Lewistowu   in    1849,    leaving   a  son  (the  said 

ui)  and  »  daiightcr,  Mary.     William   (born  at  (^ork  30th 

1803),    nutrricd  uu    7th  June,    1825,  Cliristiau   Fra-ior 

rhtrick,  who  WW  tar  a  time  in  the  itrnty,  i 
1  U  Pintcn  with  >  oumbn'  of  Uriiuhort  [ 
' — dtoSootluid. 
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(bom  4th  Juiie,  1805),  daughter  of  Charles  Fmser,  teckamau  of 
RuiBkich.  He  died  at  Blairheg,  on  28th  May,  1887,  and  she  there 
-Oil  16tb  October,Bome  year — having  thua  lived  together  forthe  long 
period  of  aisty-two  years.  Their  eldest  son  Doncan,  who  settled 
many  yearn  ago  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  now  represents  tlie 
family  of  Achmonie. 

X.     CtlHMlNGS    OF    DULHHANOIE.  ^^H 

XI.  Grants  of  Duishangib,  ^^ 

Charles  Maclean  is  said  to  have  married  a  daughter  of  Cummiiig 
of  Dulshangie  in  the  end  of  the  Hth  century  or  beginning  of  the 
16th  (see  p.  49  et^n^i),  but  no  person  of  the  name  appears  im 
occupier  of  Dulshangie  or  any  other  lands  in  the  Parish  at  the 
time  of  the  Great  Raid.  (See  Appendix  B).  The  Cummings  o£ 
Dulshangie  were,  however,  an  old  family,  and  of  great  influence, 
notwitliataudtng  that  they  never  owned  lands  in  the  Pariah — 
holding  only  on  lease  or  wadset  In  addition  to  Oulsbajigie,  they 
also  for  some  time  possessed  Inchbrine,  and  Meikle  Pitkerrald  rir 
AUanmore.  Between  1600  and  1634  James  Cumniing  of  Dul- 
shangie appears.  Ue  was  dead  before  1653.  He  was  succeeded 
by  hia  son  Donald,  who  is  described  in  1634  as  "apperand  of 
Dulaliangie."  He  took  a  lease  of  Melklo  Fitkerrald  in  1660 
(Appendix  C),  and  was  alive  in  1665.  He  was  dead  in  1677,  when 
his  brothers,  William  Gumming,  Sheriff-Clerk  of  Inverness-shire, 
and  George  Gumming,  merchant  in  Inverness,  had  a  dispute  with 
Corrimony,  who  had  erected  a  "  daak"  over  a  gravestone  belonging 
to  them  in  Eilmore  Church.  Donald  was  succeeded  by  hia  son 
James,  who  was  dead  iu  1691,  when  his  son  Alexander  waa  ia 
possession.  Alexander  was  succeeded  by  his  son  James,  wlio  was 
in  possession  in  1710,  and  as  late  as  1721.  The  date  of  bis  death  is 
not  known,  but  ho  was  probably  the  last  Gumming  who  lielp  Dul- 
shangie, for  in  1744  James  Grant  appears  as  tenant  of  the  farm. 
James  was  of  the  Ballindoune  family  in  Strathspej,and  long  occupied 
Dulshangie.  By  his  wife,  Liliaa  Grant,  he  had  several  chlldfui. 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  farm  by  his  son  Duncan,  who  was  for  many 
years  factor  of  Urquhart,  and  who  died  in  1803.  (See  p.  379  i 
tupra).     Notwithstanding  the  trouble  into  which  Duncan  got  in  ^ 

connection  with  the  meetings  and  removal  of  Duncan  of  Runtaii^ 

and  the  untoward  circumstances  that  iu  the  eyes  of  the  super— ^ 
stitious  accompanied  his  death,  his  letters  show  that  he  was  a  iiia^E=3 
of  a  very  kindly  disposition.     He  was  an  enthusiastic  officer  of  th.-^ 
Urquhart  Volunteers,  and  a  hearty  supporter  of  Sir  James  Gni^e 
in  bis  exertions  to  improve  agriculture  and  the  condition  of  the 
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jp^ple.  After  his  death  the  farm  coutinued  to  be  occupied  by 
,^ia  H'iiSoff  and  children,  until  1683,  when  his  daughter,  Misa  Agnes 
*li*iB  Grant,  died.  His  youngest  daughter^Mjs  Corstorphan, 
"o-vr  in  her  90th  year— atill  smrivea. 
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APPENDIX  M  (Paob  343). 
Lettbbs  of  C0LI.4T1ON  BVTeBBiSHop  OF  MoaAY  IN  Favour  of 
Sir  John  Donald6()N  to  the  Ce£aplainrv  of  St  Ninians. 
1556.  [Translated  from  the  Liitiii  in  "Chiefs  of  Grant" 
HI.,  122.  See  "Chiefs"  III^  121,  for  Presentation  by 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots  iu  favour  of  Sir  John  Donaldson, 
dated  26th  August,  1556.] 

'^TRICK,  by  the  Divine  mercy  bialiop  of  Moray,  and  perpetual 
■^tjuinit'ndator  of  the  Mouaatery  of  Scone,  to  a  discreet  "nm,  Sir 
'"ames  Dufi,  rector  of  Bolleskyne,  and  our  commissary  within  the 
*ieaDery  of  InvemesB,  or  to  any  other  chaplain,  curate,  and  non- 
Curate,  celebrating  divine  service  within  our  diocese  of  Moray,  and 
"Upon  the  execution  of  theae  preuenta,  duly  required,  greeting,  wi^h 
<]iviue  benediction.  \Vhereaa  the  chaplainry  of  Saint  Ninian  being 
for  a  long  time  past  vacant,  with  40s)  of  the  lauds  called  Pitkarell, 
and  one  croft  belonging  to  the  said  ehaplainry,  together  with 
auother  croft,  and  relict  of  the  crucifix  of  Saint  Drostau,  within 
the  pariah  of  the  parochial  church  of  Urquhart,  and  our  diocese  of 
Moray,  being  in  the  hands  of  our  moat  serene  Lady,  Mary,  by  the 
"  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Scots,  by  the  decease  of  umquhile  Sir 
_  JJuucan  Makoirik,  sometime  chaplain  and  possessor  of  the  aame, 
*  iKlouging  and  falling  by  full  right  to  the  prcaeiitation  of  the  said 
most  serene  Mary  our  Queen,  and  to  our  admission  and  ordinary 
'  confirmation — there  compeared  before  us  a  diacreet  man,  Sir  John 
Donaldson,  presbyter  of  our  diocese  of  Moray,  and  exhibited  and 
ited  to  ua  to  be  read  a  certain  presentation  of  our  said  moat 
lady,  Queen  of  Scots,  granted  thereupon  by  her  dearest 
Mary,  dowager  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  and  Regent 
to  the  said  Sir  John  himself,  with  all  and  sundry  housea, 
fruits,  lands,  crofts,  relics,  rents,  teinda,  oblations,  emolu- 
and  protita,  which  having  been  seen,  eonaidered,  and 
,  we  have  ticen  asked  and  required,  with  due  iuatance,  not 
our  aforesaid  most  serene  Liidy  the  Queen,  in  her  right  of 
ktrona^rc  of  the  said  chaplainry,  but  also  by  the  same  Sir  John 
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Dcraliiicc,  zca  prpsentee,  thac  forth wich  we  should  be  pleated  to 
Rcetv.*  ioi  itimh  the  sal<l  Sir  Jijho,  »>,  as  is  premised,  nominated^ 
etfircai^  mi  preaectai,  in  ;uid  :o  the  said  chaplaizurr,  with  croft^ 
hjLohi,  ■'.blizi'-jcs.  md  relics  of  Saint   Drostan,  belonging  to  the 
if  :n3Baiii   •:LipLuiirj,   md   zo  confer   upon   him,   Sir  John,  oar 
criiziirj  ikiciiagi.-.c,  and  «j-hcr  pr-^vxidons  necessary,  according  to 
tb=  f  :r.^,  f-imi.  Mctezit,  ■\r.ii  e&ect,  of  the  said  presentation,  to  as 
trierr^i-:n  iirectai  ind  presenrei,  of  the  date,  at  Elgin,  the  26tli 
4iT  :f  the  ZL'-.cth  -if  Ari^rist  in  the  vear  of  the  Lord  1556,  and  of 
the  rruin  :c  th**  iiid  m«;<5t  ^rene  LAdy  the  Queen,  the  14th  jear : 
*&i  Tc,  :  irsLith.  rwiriin^  these  requisitions  and  askings  to  be 
jnst  Mi'l  •>:ns<^caiit  to  rsAacn,  and  willing  to  fulfil,  as  we  are  bound,' 
the  mazi'iue  cf  our  said  Lodj  the  Queen,  contained  in  her  lettcn 
of  pr«se&t^ti<:<Q,  >i«:..  on  aco^unr  of  his  merit6  and  fitness,  admit  the 
aai  i  Sir  J'/cl^  *<:■,  as  La  premised,  bv  our  oftsaid  most  serene  Udj 
the  Q^ern.  ela^teL  n^jiLinacai,  and  presented,  as  chaplain  of  the 
sail   cLitliinrT   of   Saint  Ninian,  with  40s  of  the  lands  called 
Petkimrll,  Trith  cr.'ft  h^Iijn^ng  to  the  said  chaplainrr,  together 
with  another  cr:-ft,  and  relics  of  the  crucifix  of  Saint  Dn^tAn, 
within  the  Siiil  ixuish  •.•!  Ur^uhart — and  the  said  presentation,  in 
so  5^  as  it  ia  LkTf'iUy  made,  we  deem  to  l*  approved  and  cno- 
fim^eii,  as  bv  the  tcLor  of  these  pre:*ents,  and  by  our  auth«mty 
ordinary,  we  do  approve  and  c*jnfirm  :  ojmmitting  by  these  pre- 
sents the  cure  and  a* IniinLit ration  of  the  said  chaplainrr,  in  the 
cLafiel  thert'if.  :•  ■  the  said  Sir  John,  provided  tliat  by  Sir  M^^ 
hii:J-elf  :iors.':.a!Iy.  it  by  another  capable  jiresbyter,  it  shall  I* 
diily   eierti.vi-i    there  in.   lest  the   souls   of  the   founders  thirwf 
sh'.vil  i  ':-:•  i-iriuiirl  o:  their  prayers  Jucand  winit  :  you  therefore, 
a:::  v.wL  ■  f  y-.u.  iii  virtue  uf  h«jly  oln,"«lieuce,  au«i  under  ^lain  oi 
aU5i-e!.-:vu  fron.    iivine  thinjjs,   which  we,  by  these  presents,  do 
threaten  on  y«:  i  iind  everyone  •  -f  you  if  ye  delay  wliat  we  iv>ni- 
ma:,  i.  stmitiV  Lh:in:iiiir  thut  forthwith  vl-  irive  and  deliver,  induct, 
and  institute,  tin.-  said    Sir  J«.ihn    DonaM>«.»u  or   his  lawful  j»n> 
cur.it'T  in  his  linii^e.  in  real,  actual,  and  Wiq.- iral  |>ossession  of  the 
ai-.TL-.-sii'l    ch;ipl;iiiir}-,    with   all   and    sundry    its    ri^ht^,    cnfts, 
obl:iti"Us.  annual  pjiits,  and  relics  of  tlic  crucifix  of  St   Drustan, 
an-l  'ither  pL-rtineuts   whLit«.x:ver.  uscfl   and   wont    to  Ik?  paid,  I7 
whatever  name  e;iik-l,  belouirin^'  or  that  may  in  any  way  justly 
bel^'n;.'  t'.i  the  ott-aiil  chaplainry  nf  Saint  Ninian,  callo<i  Pctkarall, 
bv  delivery  "i"  elialic-e  and  mitss  lH.N»k,  and   tlie  ornaments  of  the 
altar  ilitTt-nf ;  an-l  that  ye  cause  to  W  an>were*l  to  him  an-l  hi* 
factor-,  an'l  tn  n^nc  otlier,  *)i  all  and   sumlry  fruits,  rents,  cp-ft-N 
oblatinns.  Ian.i>.  relics  nf  Sitint  Dnistan,  and  other  ci»mmi>iit:is  i-f 
the  sinio  ;  >tniitly  inhibiting:  therefn»ni  jrains;iyers  ami   reUN.  if 
anv  there  be,  by  our  authority  ordinary  :  In  witnos^i  when>'f,  we 


APPENDICES.  Hif 

™n  orfered  and  caused  these  presents  to  be  corroborated  by  tiS 

appending   of  aar  round    seal,    together  with   the   subscriptioti 

'"aiiual  of  the  ootary  public  underwritten,  notary  in  the  premises  J 

'^Poa  which  all  and  sundry  the  premisea,  the  said  Sir  John  Donald- 

™*>  admitted,  craved  From  roe,  notary  public  underwritten,  one  Ot 

*«Te public  instruments  to  be  niade  to  him:  These  things  werfe 

*''*tieiu  the  garden  of  the  said  reverend  father,   situated  at  the 

?^lace  of  Spynie,  about  the  fourth  hour  after  noon  of  the  second 

?*-J  of  the  month  of  September  in  the  year  of  the  Lord  1556,  the 

^^Xirteeijth  indiction,  and  second  year  of  the  pontificate  of  the 

'?^^wt  holy  father  in  Christ,  and  our  lord,  Paul   IV.  by  the  divine 

*^.^^>vidence,    Pope ;    there   being  present,    Mr   David  TrunapbiU, 

^^luplain  of  the  said  reverend  father,  and  "William  Wallace  his 

^^n-ant,  witnesses  called  and  required  to  the  premisea. 

And  I,  'Willifljn  Douglas,  presbyter  of  the  diocese  of  St 
"^jidrewa,  notarj'  public  ;  whereas  at  the  production  of  the  fore- 
^oiug  presentation,  and  adnussion  thereupon  granted,  etc. 

And  I,  truly,  Sir  Johu  Paidson,  junior,  vicar  of  Kilmalj, 
f^sbyter  of  the  diocese  of  Lesmore,  and  notary  public,  executor  of 
the  before  written  letters  of  collation,  together  with  the  afore 
■Written  Sir  John  Donaldson,  principal,  wont  personally  to  the 
chapel  of  Saint  Ninian  and  parochial  church  of  Urquhart,  of  the 
diocese  of  Moray,  and  there  inducted,  instituted,  and  invested,  as 
tho  manner  is,  the  same  Sir  John  to  the  chaplainry  and  service  of 
iaMvt  Niniau,  Drostan,  and  Adampuan,  with  the  40a  of  lands 
called  Petkerral,  with  the  croft  of  Saint  Adampuan,  relics  of  the 
cruoifii,  and  croft  belonging  to  the  said  chaplainry,  together  with 
the  croft  and  relics  of  Saint  Drostan,  situated  and  founded  within 
the  parish  of  Urquhart,  as  is  before  written,  by  delivery  of  the 
horns  of  the  high  altar,  and  omanients  of  the  same,  keys  of  the 
doors,  and  ropes  of  the  bells  of  the  aforesaid  churches,  and  the 
said  Sir  John  Donaldson  himself  in  and  to  the  actual,  real,  and 
Oorporat  possession  of  tho  rights  and  pertinents  of  the  afOTe 
vritteu  chaplainries,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  aforewritten 
collation  :  And  the  said  Sir  John  Donaldson,  inducted,  instituted, 
and  invested  in  the  same  chaplainries,  with  the  fruits  thereof,  1 
have  diamiaaed  in  peace,  nobody  gainsaying:  In  witness  of  the 
which  thing,  this  present  institution,  written  with  my  own  hand, 
and  subscribed,  and  with  sign,  surname,  and  subscription,  on  the 
llth  Juno,  1559,  ITth  indiction,  and  second  year  of  the 
pontificate  of  the  most  holy  father  and  lord  in  Christ,  our  loflj 
Paul  fourth,  by  divine  prorideoce  Pope  :'  there   being  present 
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John  Dow  Mljorwin,  Doiiill  M'Lnnes,  parish  clerk,  Johu 
M'Kandorh,  John  M'Evyn  M'Yilliani,  and  me,  notary  under- 
written, with  divers  otheni. 

S()  it  18,  Sir  John  Paulson,  vicar  of  Kihn&l;,  of  the  dloc«so  of 
Leamore,  and  notary  public,  and  ospcutor  of  the  uforewrittai 
collation,  and  giver  of  iuBtitution,  in  faith  and  testimony  of  the 
premises,  all  aud  suudry— uritneas  my  hand. 


APPENDIX  N  (Pages  317  abh  392). 
Stipend  of  the  Paeibh  Ministkh  at  Variods  Pkbiods. 

In  1572  there  was  no  minister,  but  Mr  Jamee  FarquliorBOU,  the 
old  parish  Priest,  was  exhorter,  at  a.  salary  of  £40  per  annum, 
(liegiater  of  Ministers  and  their  Stipends — MS.  iu  Advocates' 
Ubrary). 

In  1574  the  following  entry  appears  in  the  Register  of 
Assignations  for  the  Ministore'  Stipends  (MS.  Advooattia'  Library) : 

" Reidare  at  Urquhart,  his  stipend  xx  markiB, 

wt  the  Kirklands,  to  be  payit  out  of  the  chancellaryc  of  Murray 
be  the  takkismcQ  or  parochinaris  of  Urquhart  [or]  be  the 
ofaancellare,  aa  the  Redare  sail  choose. 

"  .  .  .  .  Reidar  at  Olenmoreistown,  his  stipend  xi  mlu, 
wt  the  Kirklauds,  to  be  payit  out  of  the  chaacellarie  of  Murray 
be  the  takkiameu  or  parouhuieris  of  Gleumoreistown,  or  be  the 
chancellare,  aa  the  reidare  sail  choose." 

In  this  Register  there  is  a  blank  space  for  the  Minister  of  the 
Parish  and  his  stipend.  In  the  Kev.  John  Grant's  time  (IT-tO  to 
1792)  the  stipend  was  «00  merka,  with  50  merka  fur  communion 
elements,  the  Minister  being  also  entitled  to  600  loads  of  peuts, 
or  3d  for  each  load  not  delivered  (Presbytery  Records).  In  179f 
it  was  raised  to  the  value    of  £100,    aud   £0    for   commi  ^__^ 

elements  (Old  Statistical  Account).  In  1821  it  was  fixed  at  "^Vh^ 
chalders  of  victual,  "  half  menl  half  barley,"  with  £8  Cs  3d  lc-~^^ 
communion  olementa,  a  chalder  being  equal  to  16  ImIIs.  C  ■~^  ' 
1860  the  number  of  chalders  was  increased  to  18,  and  in  1883  --^^^ 
21,  the  allowance  for  communion  elemcnta  remaining  at  £8  68  ■^^^T 
(Teind  Records).  ^^ 
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APPENDIX  O  (Page  416] 


SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  PEODUCTIONS  OF  THE  BARD8. 


(By  Ewen  Miicdonald.) 

'^'^    old  and  beautiful,  if  Honiewli&t  extravagant,  song,  ia  praise 
■      ^— ^oiriaraidh  in  Glenmoriston,  was  taken  down  by  the  Author  in 
"  *   l,from  John   MBcgillivray,   Tomabrack,  Glen -Frqiiliiirt,  who 
jirobabJy  at  the  time  the  only  person  alive  who  could  repeat 
Id  December,  1886,  the  Author  gave  a  copy  of  it  and  of  the 
of  Alasdair  Mao  Iain  Bhain,  which  he  had  alao  taken  down 
&  oral  recitation,  and  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic 
«ty  of  Invenieas  for  1883,  to  the  late  Rev.  Allan  Sinclair,  whc 
■  ted  them  in  "  The  Gmnta  of  Glemuoristou,"  published  in  1887 

Mo  run  Coiriararaidh  'aani  bi  au  liath  chenrc, 
'S  an  coileach  ciar-dlnibh  is  ciataich  puug, 
Le  chearcag  riabhach,  gu  Btiiirteil  tiata, 
'Us  e  ga  h-iarmidh  air  feodh  nan  torn. 
An  Coire  riinuch  sam  bi  na  h-ubhlau, 
A  f^  gu  citbhraidh  fo  dhrfichdaibh  trom, 
Gu  meallach  auglimhor  ri  tua  na  dulaohd, 
'S  gach  lusan  urair  tha  f^  air  fonu. 

'S  e  Coire'n  niaidh  bhuic,  'h  ua  h-eilde  niaidhe 
A  bhioa  a  cluaineia  am  measg  nan  craoibh, 
"San  doire  ghuouacb  le  fhalluing  uaine, 
Gur  e  is  suaicheantas  do  gach  colli ; 
Cba  ghabh  e  fuarachd,  cha  rois  am  fuiuihd  a, 
Fo  chomhdach  uosal  a  U  sa  dh'oidhch' ; 
Bith'  'n  eiUd  iiallach  'ua  laogh  nm'n  cuairt  dhi 
A  cadal  uaignoach  ri  gualai 

Buidhe  tiorail,  torraoh  sianail, 

Tha  niitb  au  iosail  le  nihcilaean  fo6ir, 

0  'n  chlacb  is  isle,  gu  braigb  na  crichc, 

Tha  luachair  mhiu  aim,  'ua  ciob  an  l^iu. 

Tha  luachair  mhin  .ann,  *us  ros  an  t-aioda, 

'Us  luaidhe  mhilltich  'i 

"S  na  h-nile  ni  air  an  aniaoiuich  d'  inntinn, 

A  dh'  fliaodaa  cinntinu  au  taobh  s'  n  Roimh. 
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Tha  agadan  garbb-ghlas  a  snamh  na  foirg'  aim 

1b  braduin  tairgheal  ia  tioombor  lum  ; 

Gu  h-itcacb  tneanbb-bhreac,  gu  giurach  mealgacli, 

Nacb  fuiling  anabas  a  dhol  na  cboir, 

A  snamh  gu  luaioeaoh,  'a  an  eil  muhi  ciiairt  dfaa, 

'S  cba  ghabh  e  fuadacb  o  'n  cbuiui  ghtas  gborm, 

lie  luiiigeis  eibhinn,  a  dol  fo'n  eideadh, 

Le  gaoth  'gH  'n  aeideadh  'ub  iad  fo  sbe6L 

Tha  madadb  ruadb  ann,  'us  e  mar  btnutchiuU 
Air  caoraicb  ahuaa-ud,  air  fuarain  ghorm  ; 
AJg  meud  a  Bbuairceua,  cha  detui  e  'm  fuadach, 
Ge  d'  bheir  thii  duais  dha,  cba  lu&idh  c  fe6il  ; 
Oum  paigh  e  cinnteach  ua  tbeid  a  dMth  dhiubb 
Miir  dean  o  'm  pilltimi  a  rithist  be6, 
'S  ged  'b  iomadb  litm  a  tha  dhe  Bhinna'reaobd, 
Cha  d'rmn  iad  ciobair  a  db'fhear  de  shebra*. 

Tha  'n  Leathad-feania,  tha  'n  cois  a  bfarUghe 
'Na  ghleoniuui  aluiun  a  db'aracb  bh6, 
Toilinntinu  iraich,  a  bhlos  a  thamh  ami, 
Cha  luidh  gu  brteb  air  a  ghailHonn  Te6t ; 
Bith'  nrnighe  'a  ciia'  ann,  gu  la  FheUl-Mutumn, 
'S  an  crodh  fo  dbiir  a  bhioa  mu  na  uhiii. 
Air  la  Fheill-Bride  bith  cur  an  t-sU  ann, 
Toirt  toraidh  cmnteadi  a  rb  on  lorg. 

Ou  dealtocb  f^ursch,  moch  maduimi  cheitein, 

Tha  'n  Coire  g^ugach  fo  shletbhtean  gonn, 

Bith  'n  smeorach  cheutacb  air  bb&r  na  g^igo, 

"S  a  emit  ga  gl^usadb  a  sheiun  a  cebil ; 

Bith  'n  eala  ghle-ghcal,  's  iia  glas-gbeoidb  'g  eubhachd, 

*S  a  chubhag  cibhinu  bho  meilse  gibir  j 

B'ait  leum  fcin,  bhi  air  cnoc  'gan  eisdeachd, 

"S  a  ribheid  f^iu  ann  am  b^ul  gach  e6in. 

Ged  tha  mo  chomhouidh  fo  sgail  na  SrAiue, 

'S  e  cblcachd  o  m'  6ige  bhi  'm  chomhnuidb  thall 

'Sa  Cboire  bhoidheach,  le  luibboan  s6ghnihor, 

Is  e  a  lc6n  mi  uach  eil  mi  ^n ; 

Mo  chridh'  tha  brtinach,  gun  dad  a  sheol  air, 

'S  a  liutbad  sitlais  a  fhuair  mi  ann, 

'5  bho  'n  dhiult  Ian  Og  dbomh  Ruigb'-Uiaug  b 

Oiir  fheudar  scdladh  a  ch6ir  nan  GJdl. 
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Ged  fhaighinn  rioghachd,  a  ni  'sa  (Jaoine, 

Cba  treig  an  gaol  mi  a  tha  nu  m'  chom, 

A  thug  mi  lUi'&on,  'tli'ntr  a  chiir  le  sttoiT, 

An  oiBte  chaoil,  a  dhThag  m'inntinn  trom. 

Na  "m  biodh  tii  Uthair  gu'ni  fuigliinn  liraob, 

G\m  dol  gu  br^ch  tta,  gun  luhU  gun  bhoan— 

A  Righ  a'B  iirde,  uiiir  buaidb  'us  gria  air 

Ad  linn  a  db'  fh&g  tbu  aig  Hauah  dbonn. 

IL  Okan  do  Dhomhnuiix  Ban  Mac  DhouhTTIU.  DuffiH,  le 
Mb8  Camsron,  'BxAy  .van  Cluainban,  'b  a  bhiadhka. 
1746. 

Air  fhonn  fhein. 

'   (By  Jaaet  Grant  of  Shewglie,  wife  of  Camoron  of  Clnnes.)' 

1  Beir  mo  Hhoruidli  le  durachd 

A  dh'  fhioH  na  diithchu  ao  db'  fbag  mi, 
Ga  ceanuard  Lochabar, 

£  thigb'nn  dbacbigb  gu  Babhailt : 
0  na  cb^db  tu  air  astar 

'S  guo  d'  aisig  tbu  'n  PTiraing  uainn  ; 
'S  gun  cluinninn  deagb  Bgeul  ort 

Ann  cliu  'a  ann  c^ill  mar  a  b'abbaiad. 

la  a  Dbomhuuill  Bhdiu  Abraicb, 

Our  a  farsiiiim  do  chairdeas  ; 
'tj  laJdir  lioombor  do  Chinueadb, 

Anns  gacb  ionad  n  do  tb^mh  iad ; 
Na  'n  cuireadh  tu  feum  orr' 

'S  gun  tigeadh  eiginn  na  cis  ort| 
'S  iad  gun  deanadb  do  fhreagairt 

Le  piob  spreageanda  taidir, 

"S  ann  fior-tiioiaeach  an  Fhoghair 

A  db'  fbalbh  uainu  Tagba  nan  Gafil ; 
'S  tu  gun  reactiadfa  air  t'  adbart. 
I  "S  cba  b'aun  mar  chiadhaire  §gathaoh ! 

Le  d'  pbrasgan  treun  cinnteach 
I  Nacb  ciobradb  gu  bracb  ort, 

"S  nacb  tiilcadb  au  aodunn 
Bomb  chaonnag  an  NamLaid. 

I'  'Saen  414.  This  song  U  talten  from  an  old  MS.  copy  ofU— BUppoied  to 
t,  in  Un  Camenm'g  own  handwritiog— printeil  bj  the  Itcv.  Dr  Sttwart, 
Mke^Locluber,  in  the  Jnycn-eit  Courier  of  14th  Octobor,  1£S7. 
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Gu  bheil  iuise  fo  mhi-ghean 

'S  fo  thiamhachd  gu  brdth  dhetb, 
Mu  'm  chleamhnean  mor,  priseil, 

A  bhi  'dbith  orm  an  tratb  sa, 
Lujchd  a  bbualadb  nam  buillean 

'S  nacb  fbuiligeadb  t^mailt ; 
Sibb  a  b'  urrainn  sa'  cbruadal 

An  km  buannacbd  na  14racb. 

Fbuair  uaillsean  do  cbinnidb, 

Ann  's  an  iomairt  so  'n  ciiirradli, 
Co  db'  eu^beadb  sa'  cbds  sin, 

Na  db'fbagadb  an  cliu  iad, 
'N  ^m  nisgadb  nan  claidbeamb, 

Sibb  nacb  gabbadb  an  diulta, 
\S  a  racbadb  air  tboiseacb 

Ann  an  toitcal  an  fbiidair. 

'N  am  eigbeacb  an  latba 

A  Cbraobb  do'n  atbull  bu  Cbinnticb' 
Tba  thii  shliocbd  nam  fear  gninneacb 

A  bha  gu  fulangacb  rioghail, 
Ged  a  tbuit  sibb  gun  mhasladb 

Ann  ann  aicsion  an  Rigb  so, 
Tba  mo  dhuil  amis  an  Atbair 

Gun  dean  iad  fatbasd  dbuit  cinntinn. 

'Nuair  a  sbaoil  le  Diuc  Uilleam 

Gu  'm  })iiiiieadh  c  ds  diot, 
(iun  tugadh  e  stcacb  tbu 

Le  protection  a  sgriobhtadh  ; 
\S  tu  uach  gabbadb  a  mbasladh 

Giui  t'fbacall  bbi  cinuteacb 
Do'ii  Chrun  a  bba  dligbeacb 

'S  ga  'm  bu  cbubbaidb  bbi  priscil. 


Ge  do  loisg  iad  do  dhutbaicb, 

'S  ge  do  spiiill  iad  t'  fbearanu, 
A  Rigb  dbuilicb  is  airde  ! 

'S  tu  dh'fbuasglas  tratb  as  gaeb  caingcann^ 
Tha  tbu  nise  'san  Fbraiug  uainu 

Neo-air-tbaing  do  na  Gallaibb, 
'S  bi'db  tu  fatbasd  ann  uacbdar, 

A  db'tion  uabairt  gam  faigb  tbu. 
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'Nuair  a  thainig  an  Righ  sinn 

'S  a  liobhraig  e  'stannart 
'S  tu  'fhuair  e  gu  dileas 

'S  nach  do  dhibir  do  ghealladh  ; 
Dhiolt  Mac  Coiunich  's  Mac  Le6id  sibh, 

Dhiult  Mac  Dhomhnuill  's  Mac  AileiD, 
Beir  mo  mhallachd  gu  leir  dhoibh 

Nach  d'eirich  iad  mair  dhuit. 

Ghlac  thii  misneach,  'b  bu  dual  duit 

A  bhi  gu  cruadalach,  gaisgeil ; 
Gun  robh  moas  aig  fir  Alb'  ort, 

Ga  do  shnfia  thu  lo  graide, 
0  'n  a  chuir  thu  do  dhuil  ann 

'S  nach  bu  diii  leat  a  sheachnadh, 
Ge  do  gheibhcadh  tu  'n  rioghachd 

'S  tu  nach  diobradh  air  t'fhacall ! 

('lia  'n  'eil  thus'  ach  na  d*  leanamh 

Laimh  ri  d'  sheanair  'sa'  ch^  ud, 
Ann  am  foghainteas  pcarsann 

'Nuair  a  ghlacadh  o  'n  t-^rdan, 
'S  e  's  garradh  a  naimhdean 

'S  a  bhuineadh  buaidhlarach, 
(^acb  aon  la  mar  Raon-Ruairi, 

Grun  robh  buaidh  air  's  gach  aite ! 

An  \k  sin  Chuilfhodair, 

Na  fosaibh  ri  iunse, 
Na  gabhaibh  as  masladh 

Cha  be  bhur  *n  aicsion  a  dhibir  ; 
Ach  bhur  daoine  bhi  sgapta  : 

Nam  prasgan  's  gach  tir  uaibh, 
Is  nach  tug  Morfhear  Deorsa 

Dhuibh  an  t'ordugh  bu  mhiann  leibh. 

(iur  e  Ik  a'  chniaidh-fliortain 

A  chuir  an  t-olc  feadh  na  rioghachd 
'S  ioma  fear  bha  gu  bochd  dheth, 

Neo-shocrach  na  inn t inn  ; 
Dh'  fhag  e  mise  fo  nihulad 

Nach  rurainn  mi  imise, 
(■Ju  bheil  t'oighreachd  is  t'fhean\nn 

Air  an  ceangal  do'n  Righ  so. 
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Ma  ghcibh  thiiwi  sooghal 
Nan  daoiue  bho  'n  id'thainig, 

tiuu  ciiir  thu  fir  Slinsann 

Fo  smacbd  mar  a.  b'atU  leat ; 

Bu'tu  "u  Leomhann  's  an  Curaidh, 
■  A  chrnobh  mhiillfiicb  tbar  each  thu ; 

Ciite  bheil  e  air  talainh 

Na  thug  barraclid  air  t'iilleachd  I 

m.  Sached  Soso, 
(By  John  Graut,  Aooadi.) 

OuV  Et  mise  tha  truagh  dheth, 
Air  an  uair-a'  tha  mi  crUteach  ; 
"S  cha  'n  c  uithcauan  Baoghalt*, 
A  dh'  fhaodas  mu  theamadh. 
No  'a  mraimi  mo  leigheas 
Ach  iin  Ligbicb'  is  airde  ; 
Oir  'b  E  rinn  ar  ceauuach, 
Clium  ar  n-anam  a  thearnadh. 

Gu  ar  tearnudfa  o  chunnarti 

Do  dh'  fhuiliug  ar  SlaD'ear, 

Ail-  sgatb  a  shluaigh  uile, 

Gu  an  cumail  bho  'n  nambad. 

Do  thriall  o  uchd  Albatr, 

Gus  an  gath  tboirt  o  'n  hhis  dhuinu, 

'N  uair  a  riaraich  E  ceartos, 

Air  Stucbdiiiau  na  Caiage. 

Air  Seacbduinn  na  Caiege, 
Chaidli  ar  Sljio'car  a  cheusadb, 
'S  a  cliur  ri  craun  direocb 
Gu  'cborp  prkeil  a  roubadK 
Chuir  iad  iJach  'na  chaaan, 
\S  'na  bbasan  le  ch^ile, 
'Us  an  t-slcagh  ann  na  cbbabbaich, 
'Ga  riabadb  le  g^ir-ghath. 

iSud  au  Bluagh  bha  gun  tr6cair, 
Gim  oblas  gun  aithne, 
Mac  Uh6  'bhi  'ean  t-ae61s'  ac", 
'S  iad  a  sp6rs'  air,  'aa  fanaid. 
Dara  I'earsa  na  Trianaid 
'Chruthaich  grian  agua  gealaoh, 
Dhoirt  E  fhiul  airsoii  eiucbaint, 
Gu  diorruidb  do'r 
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Ann  an  laithean  ar  n  6ige 
Bha  sinn  g6racb  'san  km  sin, 
A  oaitheamh  ar  n-dine, 
Gun  dmuigh  gun  chritbhadh ; 
Ach  cia  mar  bhioa  sin  an  duU 
Gum  faigh  sinn  riun  ann  am  Para% 
Mar  treig  sinn  am  peacadh 
GuB  an  taohair  am  has  ruinu ! 

Tha  na'r  peacaidh  cho  lionmhor 
Ris  an  trsiol  tha  *&  an  aiteaob, 
Ann  an  smuain,  ann  an  gniomh'ran, 
'N  uair  a  leughar  na  h-aithnteaa. 
Air  gach  latha  ga'm  bristeadh 
Gun  bbonn  meas  air  an  t-S&baid, 
^  mar  creid  sinn  an  Fhirinn 
Theid  'ar  diteadb  gu  briu^ha. 

Cuim'  nach  ftugbeadb  sinn  siuleaa 
Bho  'n  triuir  chaidh  san  toihainn, 
(^onn  's  nach  doanadh  iad  iimhlachd 
Ach  do  na  Diiilean  is  airde ; 
'Steach  an  sud  chaidh  an  diinadh, 
(.^hionn  's  nach  lubadh  do  'u  namhad, 
Ach  cha  tug  e  orr*  tionndadh 
Dh'aindeoin  luban  an  t-Satain. 

(tcd  rinn  iad  seachd  uairean 
Teasach'  suas  a  cur  blaths'  iunt', 
Bha  an  crcideamh-sa  daingeaii, 
'Us  soillcir,  's  cha  d'  fhailing  ; 
Cha  robh  snaithean  air  duin'  ac'y 
No  urrad  'us  fabhrad 
Air  a  losgadh  mu'n  cuairt  dhoibh, 
Oir  bha  'm  Buachaillo  laidir. 

Tha  cuid  anns  an  t-saoghal, 

A  bhios  daonnan  a  tioual ; 

'Cuid  eilo  a  sgaoilcadh, 

Cha  'n  ann  gu  saorsa  do  'n  anam, 

Ach  a  riarach'  na  fc61a 

Lo  'n  cuid  r6io  agus  caitheamh  ; 

Go  b'  e  dh'fhanas  'san  t-8e6l  so, 

Thig  an  16  bhios  e  aithrcach. 
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Oir  cha  'n  'eil  iad  an  t6ir 
Air  an  t-sdlas  nach  teirig, 
No  smuain*  air  an  d6ruinn 
Gheibh  mdran  bhios  coireach ; 
Ged  a  dh'  fhniling  ar  Slan'car 
Gu  'ar  teamadh  bho  Ifrinn, 
^  iad  a  chreideas  a  theamar, 
^  theid  oaoha  a  sgriosadh. 


IV.    Oban  AIB  GLEANNAMOIRSAaDUIfTN. 

(By  Alasdair  Mao  Iain  Bbain.) 

Thoir  mo  shoraidh  le  failte 

Dh'fhios  an  ait  'm  bhcil  mo  mhcanmhuinn, 
Gu  Duthaich  Mhic  Phadruig 

'S  an  d'fhuair  mi  m'  arach  's  mi  'm  leanaban  ; 
Gar  am  faicinn  gu  brath  i 

Cha  leig  mi  chail  ud  air  dhearmad — 
Mend  a'  mhulaid  bh'air  pairt  dhiubh 

Anns  an  damhar  'an  d'fhalbh  mi. 

Chorw — Thoir  mo  8h61a9  do'n  duthaich 

'S  bidh  mo  rim  dhi  gu  m'eug. 
Far  am  fasadh  a'  ghiubhsach 

'S  an  goireadh  smudan  air  gh^ig  ; 
Thall  an  aodainn  an  Dunain 

Chhiiimte  'thuchan  gu  reith 
Moch  's  a  mhaduinn  ri  driuchd. 

An  4m  dusgadh  do'u  ghrein. 

'S  truagh  nach  mise  bha'u  drasta 

Far  am  b'abhaist  domh  taghal, 
Mach  ri  aodainn  nan  ard-bheann, 

'S  a  stigh  ri  sail  Cam-na-Fiudhaich, 
Far  am  faicinn  an  lan-damh 

'Dol  gu  laidir  'na  shiubhal, 
'S  mar  beanadh  leon  no  bonn-craidh  dha, 

Bii  mhath  a  chail  do  na  bhnithach. 
Thoir  mo  sholas,  ckc. 

Gheibhte  boc  ami  an  CeannachroC; 

Agus  earb  anns  an  doire, 
Ooileach-dubh  an  Allt-Kiamhaich 

Air  bheag  iarraidh  's  a'  choillc ; 
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Bhiodh  an  liath-chearc  mar  gheard  air 

'O  innse  dhan  dha  roimh  theine, 
'S  ma'n  oeart  a  bheanadh  an  bas  dha 

Thug  ise  'gradh  do  dh-fhear  eile. 
Thoir  mo  sholan,  i&c. 

-Gheibhte  rkc  'us  lach  riabhach 

Anns  an  riasg  air  Loch-Coilleig, 
Coileach-ban  air  an  iosal 

Mu  rudha  *n  iath-dhoire  'taghal — 
Tha  e  duilioh  a  thialadh 

Mur  cuir  sibh  'sgialachd  na  m'  agaidh — 
Is  trie  a  chunnaic  sinn  scalgair 

Greis  air  falbh  gun  dad  fhaighinn. 
Thoir  mo  sholas,  iio, 

-Gheibhte  gruagaichean  laghach 

Bhiodh  a'  taghal  's  ua  gleanntaibh, 
Ag  iomain  spreidh  'us  dha'm  bleoghann 

An  tim  an  fhoghar  's  an  t-samhraidh  ; 
Am  por  a  dheanainn  a  thaghadh — 

'S  gur  iad  roghuinn  a  b'annsa — 
Briodal  beoil  gun  bhonn  coire 

Nach  tigeadh  soilleir  gu  call  dhuinn — 
Thoir  mo  sholas,  kc. 

Tha  mo  chion  air  mo  leannan 

Leis  nach  b'aithreach  mo  luaidh  rith' — 
Tha  a  slios  mar  an  canach, 

No  mar  eala  nan  cuaintean ; 
Tha  a  pog  air  bhlas  fhiogais 

'S  gur  glan  siolaidh  a  gruaidhean, 
Suil  ghorm  is  glan  sealladh 

A's  caol  mhala  gun  ghruaimean, 
Thoir  mo  sholas,  &o. 

Fiach  nach  'eil  thu  an  duil 

Gu  bheil  mi,  'ruin,  'us  tu  suarach. 
No  gu'n  cuir  mi  mo  chul  riut 

Airson  diombaidh  luchd-f uatha ; 
Tha  mo  chridhe  cho  ixr  dhuit 

'S  a'  chiad  la  'n  tiis  thug  mi  luaidh  dhuit, 
'S  gus  an  cikirear  'san  uir  mi 

Bidh  mo  shuil  riut,  a  ghruagaich. 
Thoir  mo  sholas,  &c. 
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'S  iomaidk  aite  'n  lobh  m' 

Chaidh  mi  oga  do'n  armafihd— - 
*8  luchd  nam  haaax  oha  b'eol  domb^ 

0  'n  a  sheol  mi  thaii  iaizge ; 
An  oaithe-beatha^  'aan  atuaimeaohd, 

Ann  an  uaisle  gun  anbharr, 
Tbug  mi'n  t-uram  tbair  aluaigb  dhaibb 

'San  Taobb-Tuatb  as  an  d'  fhalbb  mL 
Tboir  mo  abolas,  <fcc. 


Y.   ObAIT  Air  IVSIOSALAIOB. 

(By  Alaadair  Mao  Iain  Bhain.) 

'S  i  80  deocb  slaint  an  t-Siosalaicb, 

Le  meas  cuir  i  mu'n  cuairt ; 
Cuir  air  a'  bboid  na  sbireas  sinn, 
Qed  cbofld'  e  moran  gbinidbean, 
Liion  botal  Ian  de  mhir*  an  t-srutb, 
'S  dean  linne  dbe  na  cbuaicb — 
Olaibb  as  i,  's  e  bbur  beatb\ 
A's  bitbibb  tetb  gun  gbniaim  ! 

'M  beil  fear  an  so  a  dbiidtas  i  T 

Dean  cunntas  ris  gun  dail ! 
Ou  'n  tilg  sinn  air  ar  culthaobb  e, 
\Sa'  cbuideacbd  so  cba  'n  fhiu  leinn  e, 
All  dorus  theid  a  dbuuadb  air 

Gu  driiidtc  leis  a'  bharr, 
S  tbcid  'iomain  diombacb  cbum  au  diiiu 

Mas  mill  e  'u  rum  air  cacb  ! 
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Is  measail  an  am  tiouail  thu, 

Fir  ghrinn  is  glaiue  sniiadli, 
Le  d'chul  donn,  's  suil  ghorm  cbeannardacby. 
Cha  toirear  cuis  a  dh-aindeoin  diet, 
A's  cha  bu  shiigradh  teanuadh  riut 

An  ain-ioclid  no  'm  beairt  chruaidb — 
Is  mi  nach  iarradh  fear  mo  ghaoil 

Thighiun  ort  a's  e  fo  d'  fhuath  ! 

Ka  'n  tigcjidh  forsa  namhaid 

Air  a'  chearmiidh  so  'n  Taobh-Tuatb, 
Bhiodh  tusa  le  do  phairtidh  aim, 
Air  toiseach  nam  bataillcanan, 
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Toirt  broenachaidh  neoHsgatbaich  dhaibh, 

Gu  each  a  chur  'a  an  ruaig — 
Is  fhada  chluinnte  fuaim  an  lamhach 

Toirt  air  an  laraich  buaidh. 

'S  na'n  eireadb  comhstri  ainmeil, 

A'h  na  'n  gairmeadh  oimn  gu  buaidh, 
Bhiodh  tuaa  le  do  ohairdean  ann — 
Na  Glaisich  mhaiseacb,  laideara — 
A'b  cba  bu  chulaidh-fharmaid  learn 

Na  thaohradh  oirbh  's  an  uair — 
Le  luathas  na  dreige'  's  cruas  na  creige, 

A'  beumadh  mar  bu  dual ! 

Is  sealgar  fhiadh  'san  fhireach  thu  ; 

Le  d'  ghillean  bheir  thu  cuairt, 
Le  d*  cheum  luthmhor,  spioradail, 
Le  d'  ghunna  ur-ghleus,  inneaJta, 
Nach  diidt  an  t-sradag  iongantach 

Ri  fudar  tioram  cruaidh — 
S  bu  tu  marbhaich  damh  na  croio' 

A's  namhaid  a'  bhuic  ruaidh. 

€ha  mhiofl  an  t-iasgair  bhradan  thu 

Air  linne  chas  nam  bruach  ; 
(>u  dubhach,  driamlach,  slat-chuibhleach, 
Gu  morghach,  gcur-chaol,  sgait-bhiorach, 
'S  co-dheas  a  h-aou  a  thachras  riut 

Dhe  'n  acfhuinu-s'  tha  mi  luaidh, 
'8  cha  'n  eil  innloachd  aig  mac  Gaidheil 

Air  a'  cheaird  tha  bhuat. 

Is  iomadh  buaidh  tha  sintc  riut 

Nach  urrar  iunsc  'u  drasd  ; 
Gu  seimhidh,  suaircc,  siobhalta, 
Gu  smachdail,  beachdail,  inntinneach, 
Tha  gradh  gach  duine  chi  thu  dhuit, 

'S  cha  'n  ioghnadh  ged  a  tha — 
Is  uasal,  eireachdail  do  ghidlan, 

A's  fhuair  thu  cliu  thar  chach. 

A's  ghabh  thu  coile  ghnathaichte 

Thaobh  naduir  mar  bu  dual ; 
Fhuair  thu  aig  a'  chaistcal  i, 
\S  ga  ionnsuidh  thug  thu  dhuchaidh  i, 
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Nighean  Mhio  'lo  Alaadair 

Bbo  Gharaidh  nan  sruth  fuar — 

Slios  mar  fhaoilinn,  gruaidh  mar  chaoruinn, 
Mala  chaol  gun  ghruaim  ! 


VJ.    I.S   ClANAIL  AN   RaTHAD  'S  MI   OaBHAIL  a'    ChUAIN. 

(By  Alaadair  Mac  Tain  Bhaiu.) 

Is  cianail  an  rathad 

'S  mi  gabhail  a'  chuain, 
Sinn  a'  triall  ri  droch  shide 

Na  h-Innseachan  Shuas — 
Na  cruinn  oimn  a'  lubadh, 

'S  na  siuil  ga  'n  toirt  uainn, 
An  long  air  a  lothtaobh 

A'  gleachd  ris  na  stnagh. 

Diciadain  a  dh'fhalbh  sinn, 

'S  bu  ghailbheach  an  uair, 
Cha  dcach  sinn  moran  mhiltean 

'Nuair  shin  e  ruinn  cruaidh  ; 
'S  gu'n  chriochnaich  pairt  dhinn 

'S  an  aite  'n  robh  'n  uair, 
'S  tha  fios  aig  Rock  SdiU 

Mar  thearuiun  sinn  uaith  ! 

Seachd  scachdainean  dubblach, 

De  dh'uine  gle  chruaidh, 
Bha  sinn  ann  an  ciiram, 

Gun  duil  a  bhi  buan — 
Sior  phumpaigeadh  buim  aisd 

An  cunutas  nan  uair, 
*S  cha  bu  luaith  dol  an  diosg*  dhi 

Na  lionadh  i  suas. 

Tha  onfhadh  na  tide 

Toirt  ciosnachaidh  mhoir 
As  a'  mharsanta  dhileas 

Nach  diobair  a  seol ; 
Tha  tuilleadh  's  a  giulan 

Ag  usbairt  ri  'sroin, 
'S  i  'n  cunnart  a  muchadh 

Ma  dhuineas  an  ceo. 
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Tha  luchd  air  a  h-uchd 

A'  toirt  murt  air  a  bord, 
Neart  soirbheis  o'n  iar 

A  toirt  sniomh  air  a  scol — 
Muir  dhu-ghorm  eitidh 

Ag  eingh  ri  'sroin, 
'S  le  buadhadh  na  s^ide 

'S  trie  eiginn  tighinn  oiruu. 

Tha  gaoth  'us  clach-mheallain 

A'  leantuinn  ar  ciirs, 
Smuid  mhor  oimn  ag  eirigh 

Do  na  speuran  gu  dliith  ; 
'S  e  quadrant  na  greine 

Tha  toir  leirsinn  do  'n  t-suil, 
Co  'n  rathad  a  theid  sinn 

Le  l^ideadh  na  stiuir. 

Stiuir  thairis  i,  Adam, 

Ma  tha  e  do  run, 
Cum  direach  do  ehars 

Ann  an  aird  na  cairt-iuil,^ 
*S  ma  ruigeas  sinn  sabhailt 

An  t-ait  tha  ar  duil, 
Gu  'u  ol  sinn  deoeh-slainte 

Na  dh'  fhag  sinn  air  chul. 

B'i  sin  an  deoeh-shlainte 

Nach  aicheadh'nn  uair 
Ged  dh'fhcumainn  a  paigheadh 

A  bharr  air  a  luach — 
Do  ruma  mhath  laidir, 

G'a  sharr  chur  mu  'n  cuairt, 
Mar  chuimhn'  air  na  cairdcan 

Tha  thamh  'san  Taobh-Tuath. 

Fhir  a  theid  a  dh-Alba 

Tha  m'  earbsa  ro  mhor 
Gu'n  taghail  thu  'n  rathad 

Thoir  naigheachd  na  's  beo — 
Thoir  soraidh  le  durachd 

Do  dhuthaich  Iain  Oig  ^ 
O  dh'  fhagas  tu  Rusgaich 

Gu  Lunndaidh  nam  bo. 

'  Or,  Cum  direach  an  talan  air  bharr  na  cairt«iuil« 

'  lain  Og. — Colonel  John  Grant  of  Qlenmoriston,  who  succeeded  to  the 
tate  in  December,  1778,  and  died  in  September  1801. 
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VII.  Oran  Bhraigh  Ruboaich. 

(By  Iain  Mao  Dh«ghaiU.) 

Ged  is  socrach  mo  leabaidh, 
Cha'n  0  cadal  tha  shtird  orm  ; 
B  'anns'  bhi  suainnt'  ann  am  brcacan, 
'N  inbhir  ghlsdceagan  Rusgaich. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  horo ! 

B  'amis'  bhi  suainnt'  an  am  breacan, 
'N  inbhir  ghlaiceagan  Rusgaich, 
Far  am  minic  a  bha  mi, 
lomadh  la,  air  bheag  curam. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  horb ! 

Far  am  minic  a  bha  mi, 
lomadh  la,  air  bhcag  curam, 
'S  bhiodh  mo  ghunna  fo  m'  achlaia, 
Onmail  fasgadh  o'n  driuchd  oirr*. 
Hor6,  hu-ili,  hor6 ! 

Hhiodh  mo  ghunna  fo  m'  achlais, 
Ciunail  fasgadh  o'n  driuchd  oirr* ; 
\S  air  thruimid  na  fraise, 
'S  i  a  lasadh  am  fudar. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  hor6  1 

Air  thruimid  na  fraise, 
'S  i  a  lasadh  am  fudar ; 
Cha  b'e  clagraich  nan  sraidean  ^ 
So  a  b'abhaist  mo  dhusgadh. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  horo  ! 

Cha  b'e  clagraich  nan  sraidean 
So  a  b'abhaist  mo  dhusgadh  ; 
Cha  b'e  clag  nan  cuig  uairean, 
Hhioclh  ain'  chhiasan  a  dusgadh. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

Cha  b'e  clag  nan  cuig  uairean, 
Bhiodh  a'm'  chluasan  a  dusgadh  ; 
Ach  an  ceileir  bu  bhoidhche 
Aig  na  h-coin  am  Braigh  Rusgaich. 
Horo,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

'  The  Bard  oiiiposerl  tho  song  in  Edinburgh. 
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Ach  on  oeileir  bu  bhoidhche 
Aig  na  h-eoin  am  Braigh  Rusgaick  ; 
Bhiodh  a  chuthag  air  chreagan, 
'S  i  toirt  freagairt  do  'n  smudau. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  horb ! 

Bhiodh  a  chuthag  air  chreagan, 
'S  i  toirt  freagairt  do  'n  smudau  ; 
*S  bhiodh  a'  smeorach  gu  h-arda, 
'S  i  air  bharr  nam  bad  du-ghorm. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  horb ! 

Bhiodh  a'  smeorach  gu  h-arda, 
'S  i  air  bharr  nam  bad  du-ghorm  ; 
Agus  Robin  gu  h-ioeal, 
Ami  an  iochdar  nan  dluth-phreas. 
Horb,  huill,  horb  I 

AguB  Bobin  gu  h-iosal, 
Ann  an  iochdar  nan  dluth-phreas  ; 
Aims  nam  mcanganaibh  boidheach, 
'S  damh  na  crbice  'gan  rusgadh. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  horb  ! 

Aims  nam  meanganaibh  boidheach, 
'S  damh  na  crbice  'gan  rusgadh  ; 
'S  nuair  thigeadh  oidhche  Fheill-an-Ruide, 
S  anu  leam  bu  bhoidheach  a  bhuirich. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  horb ! 

'Nuair  thigeadh  oidhche  FheiU-an-Kbido, 
S  anu  leam  bu  bhoidheach  a  bhuirich, 
S  e  ag  iarraidh  a  cheile 
An  deigh  ciridh  o'n  ur-pholl. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  horb  ! 

'S  c  ag  iarraidh  a  cheile 
An  deigh  eiridh  o*n  ur-pholl ; 
\S  ann  an  sid  bhiodh  an  fhaillte 
His  an  leannan  bu  chuirteil. 
Hbro,  hu-ill,  horb ! 

'S  anu  an  sid  bhiodh  an  fhaillte 
Kis  an  leannan  bu  chuirteil ; 
Es*  ag  iarraidh  a  cairdeas, 
'S  ise  's  nair"  le'  a  dhiultadh. 
Horb,  hu-ill,  horb  ! 
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Es'  ag  iarraidh  a  cairdeas, 
'S  ise  's  nair'  le'  a  dhiultadh ; 
'S  ged  a  laidheadh  iad  le  cheile, 
Cha  chuir  a  chleir  orra  curam. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6 ! 

Ged  a  laidheadh  iad  le  cheile, 
Cha  chuir  a  chleir  orra  curam  ; 
Cha  teid  iad  gu  seisean, 
'S  cha  'n  fhaicear  ag  cuirt  iad. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

Cha  teid  iad  gu  seisean, 
'S  cha  'n  fhaicear  ag  cuirt  iad ; 
Cha  teid  e  'n  tigh-osda, 
Cha  mhath  a  ch6rda8  an  lionn  ris. 
Hor6,  hu-iU,  hor6 ! 

Cha  teid  e  'n  tigh-osda, 
Cha  mhath  a  ch6rdas  an  lionn  ris  ; 
'S  cha  'n  fhearr  thig  an  drama, 
Ris  a'  stamac  is  cubhraidh. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

Cha  'n  fhearr  thig  an  drama, 
Ris  a'  stamac  is  cubhraidh  ; 
'S  mor  gur  h-anns'  leis  am  fior-uisg 
Thij^  o  iochdar  nan  dluth-chreag. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

'S  mor  gur  h-anns'  leis  am  fior-uisg 
Thig  o  iochdar  nan  dluth-chreag  ; 
Cha  b'e  faileadh  iia  cladhaii 
A  gheibhte  'n  doire  mo  ruin  sa. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6  ! 

Cha  b'e  faileadh  nan  cladhan 
A  gheibhte  'n  doire  mo  ruin-sa  ; 
Ach  trom  fliaileadh  na  meala 
Dhe  ua  meanganaibh  ura. 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  hor6. 

Ach  trom  fhaileadh  na  meala 
Dhe  na  meanganaibh  ura ; 
'S  CO  's  urrainn  a  radhte 
Nach  bidh  mi  fhathast  ann  an  Rusgaich  ! 
Hor6,  hu-ill,  horo  ! 
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WlI.  Oran  Gaoil,  do  mhaigiideann  og  a  ghaidh  dh'  America. 

(By  Archibald  Grant.) 

'S  mor  mo  inhuladsa  ri  shoinn — 

Ach  is  fheudar  innseadh — 

Mn  'n  nighneag  og  is  grinn  tha  beo, 

A  rinn  leon  air  in*  inntinn  ; 

Tha  'gruaidh  mar  ros,  suil  mheallach  mhor, 

*Us  bias  a  poig  mar  fliigis ; 

Cuir  mo  bheannaclidsa  na  dcigh, 

Na  h-uile  ccum  a  ni  i. 

Fhir  a  theid  thairis  air  na  stnaidh, 

Thoir  soraidh  bh*  nam  mas  i)ill  thn, 

Agus  innis  di  mar  tlia  mi, 

O'n  a  dh'  fhag  i  'n  rioghachd  ; 

Na  'm  bu  talamh  bha  W  chnan, 

(nK\  ns  bnan  na  milltcan, 

'S  gar  an  ruiginn  thall  gii  brath, 

(Ju  'n  d'  fhalbh  mi  maireach  cimiteach. 

'Sann  air  chiomi  's  nach  robh  sinn  posda, 

'Us  ordugh  o  na  chlcir  ort, 

8ud  an  t-sian  a  rinn  mo  leon, 

'Us  mi  bhi  'n  eomhnuidh  'n  deidh  ort ; 

Nnair  a  dh'eireadh  tii  'siin  rum, 

An  am  a  chinil  a  ghleusadh — 

Slios  mar  bhradan  air  ghrunnd  aigeil, 

Fonnail,  banail,  ceillcil ! 

'S  gu'r  a  math  thig  dhut  an  gun, 
Tionndadh  anns  an  ruidhle, 
Agus  neapuig  bho  'n  a  bhuth, 
A  bhiodh  na  cniin,  dhe  'n  t*  sioda, 
Mu  (V  chiochan  corrach,  'us  iad  Ian, 
'S  nui  bhroilleach  ban  mo  ribhinn — 
Slins  mar  chanacti  bhiodh  air  blar, 
Na  oala  snamli  air  linntinn. 

Aghaidh  sliiobhalta  's  i  tlath, 
(iu  caoimhneil,  baghach,  miogach, 
Deud  mar  chailc  's  iad  fallain  slan, 
O  'n  d'  thig  an  gaire  finealt ; 
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Beul  is  dreachmor  a  ni  manran, 
Gradh  gach  duine  chi  i — 
'S  ged  a  dh'  fhanainnsa  mo  thamh, 
Gu'n  innseadh  each  an  fhirinn. 

Tha  t'  fhalt  camalubach  fainneach, 

'S  e  gu  bhar  'na  thithean, 

Dualach,  caisreagach,  a  fas, 

\far  theud  air  strac  na  fidhle  ; 

(rrinn,  gu  dualach,  casbhuidh,  cuachach, 

Sios  ri  cluais  a  sineadh, 

'Us  nial  an  oir,  air  dhath  an  eoma — 

Chaoidh  cha  leon  na  cirean. 

Tha  n^ian  mar  chnaimh  a  bhiodh  ri  sian. 

No  mar  a'  ghrian  air  sleibhteau, 

No  mar  chsjiach  min  an  t-sleibh 

Na  sneachda  goal  air  ghougan ; 

Tha  gradh  gach  Icannan  aic  'ga  mhealladh, 

\S  iomadh  fear  thug  speis  dhi ; 

*H  is  cinnteach  mi  gu'n  d'  thug  i  barr, 

Air  Grainne  bha  'san  Fheinn  ac. 

Troidh  is  cimiair  theid  am  brog, 

A  shiubhlas  comhnard  dircach, 

Agus  buoallan  ga  'n  dunadh — 

'S  leannan  ur  do  righ  thu ; 

'S  ged  robh  airgiod  ^la  mo  phocaid, 

C^orr  \is  ficheiad  mile, 

Cha  do  ghabh  mi  te  ri  phosadh, 

Ach  bean  og  nam  iniogshuil ! 


IX.  Grace  Before  Meat. 

(By  Angus  Macculloch.) 

A  Thi  bheaniiaicht^  gabh  rium  truas  ! 

*S  olc  mo  thuar,  *8  cha'n  fhearr  mo  chail ; 

Sgadain  cho  dubh  ris  a  ghual, 

'Us  roiseagan  fuara  bun  tat ! 

'S  ann  agamsa  tha  'mhuimc  chruaidh, 

Gun  iochd,  gun  tliruas,  gun  ghradh  ; 

Ach  cha  bhi  isc  fada  buan, 

Oir  chuala  mi  Di-luain  a  taibh's ! 
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X.  Song  to  Captain  Hdgu  Grant,  Locslettkb. 

(By  Lewis  Cameron.) 

Smtddb  uamBa  Buae  'na  Bhraighe, 
Dti'ios  an  uasail,  ahuaircc,  sliar-mliaith, 
(.'hoisiim  buaidh  gach  uair  'b  tia  bliroibh — 
De  'n  fhuil  uuaail  chlaua  uaii  Gaidheal, 
Aims  na  gniaidhean  's  glainne  doarsadh. 
H6,  h\,  hiro,  hbro,  heile, 
Far  an  laidh  thu,  alau  gun  eirioh  ! 

<!ii  Caiptein  Uuisteiu  ua  f^ile, 
T)ia  mo  dhurachdsa  gu  m'  euga  ; 
LcanaiDu  thu  'a  gach  taobh  an  teid  tliu  ; 
C^dpa  cruinn  an  t-ambhail  eutrom, 
Fi^Ueadh  pleatach  leat  a  b'  eibhinu, 
A'a  sporran  r6mach  'a  6r  ga  shouladL. 
H6,  hi,  etc. 

Cli\te  aud  thu  mar  bu  mhiauu  leat, 
I'ighinn  a  macb  ri  maduimi  ghiiamicb, 
Fhir  a'  chridbe  fharsuinu  fhialaidh, 
Tighimi  gu  faramach  a  dh'  iaagach, 
'I'ighinu  gu  ciadaichoati  Loch  Mhiachdlaidh, 
Le  dubhaii  gartach,  slat  a'a  driamlach. 
H6,  hi,  etc. 

Itu  bhimi  leam  bhi'  g'  eiadeaclid  'chrbnau, 
Ajg  do  fhleaagaicheau  ng  oran, 
'S  tu  do!  a  niach  a'  ghabhail  voyage 
'Na  do  bhiita  ramhach  ordail ; 
'S  ur  gach  crann,  gach  ramh,  a'a  r6p  dlii, 
'S  oha'n  fhaca  mi  'aan  Taobh  Tuath  cho  boidhche. 
H6,  hi,  etc. 

Dh-aithn'inn  do  chas-cheum  gu  h-aotrom, 
Direadh  ri  beallach  nan  aonach, 
IjB  do  phrasgaii  ia  tiachdmbor  dhaoine, 
Gumia  snaipc  'n  glaic  an  laoich, 
Le  do  churrochd  chopair  a  lot  a'  mhaoiaeoch, 
'S  do  pheileir  gorm  guineach  'na  gurracb  a  dh-aoii  i 
Ab,  hi,  etc. 
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Dh-aithn'iim  thu,  a  Ghaidheil  chruadail, 
Direadh  ri  ard  nam  fuar  bheann, 
Le  d'  mhiall-choin  ri  d'  Bhail  'san  uair  sin, 
'8  do  Spain  teach  's  do  lamh  man  cnairt  dhi ; 
'N  uair  bheumadh  spor  gheur  ri  cruaidh  leat, 
Bhiodh  fuil  an  daimh  chabraich  a'  frasadh  air  liiachair. 
H6,  h\,  etc. 

'N  uair  chromadh  an  curraidh  a'  shuil, 
Ri  dronnag  a'  g  lunna  uach  diultadh, 
Bhiodh  an  uilinn  'ga  hibadh, 
'S  b'fharramach  sradagan  fudair, 
Tighinn  o  sparradh  do  hidaig, 

'Nuair  rachadli  an  teine  'san  eireachd  nan  smuidrich, 
Bhiodh  e\lid  na  beinne  'sa  ceireanan  bruite. 
H6,  h\,  etc. 

Gheibhte  a'  d'  thalla  'nam  an  fhcasgair, 
01  a's  ceol  aig  na  fleasgaich  ; 
Piob  nihor  nam  feudan  tolF  ga  spreigeadh, 
'S  gach  crann  dhi  le  srann  co-fhreagradh, 
Cha  bu  ghann  dha  do  dhaimhean  bcadradh — 
Fion  a's  branndaidh  o'  d'  laimh  ga  leigeadh. 
H6,  hi,  etc. 

'S  ann  o  Chrasgaig  so  shuas  uainn, 
Thig  an  gaisgeach  beachdail  nasal  ; 
'S  tu  thug  leat  gach  heart  bu  dual  dut, 
A's  a'  dh-eachdair  a  bhi  'u  uachdar — 
De  'u  fhine  's  ainmeil  's  an  Taobh  Tuath  so, 
Ailpeinich  nach  tais  's  a  chruadail ! 
H6,  h'l,  etc 


XI.  Lament. 
(By  Angus  Maedonald,  on  the  Death  of  his  Wife.) 

Cha  tMd  mi  tuilleadh  shealg  an  flieidh, 
Cha  ruig  mi  bhcinn  a  dh-eunach', 
Tlieid  hoc  na  ceirghil  bhuam  'na  leum, 
Cha  dean  mi  feuiii  le  tialadh  ; 
Air  coileach  geig  cha  chuir  mi  ^is, 
'S  clia  dean  mi  beud  air  liath-chirc, 
Tlia  'n  t-sealg  gu  leir  o'  m'  luaidhe  r^idh  — 
Cliuir  has  mo  cheilc  sian  oirr'. 
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Bha  niais  'iis  c^utaidh  'm  bean  mo  ruin, 

Bha  sgMmh  'na  gnu\s  le  suairceis  ; 

Mo  ghaol  an  t-suil  bu  bhlaith  's  bu  chiuin, 

He  diiinte  nocht  's  an  uaigh  i ! 

<ied  bha  mi  ciurrta  cur  na  h-uir  ort, 

1'ha  e  (lluth  's  gach  uair  dhomh 

<iu  bheil  thu  beo  an  tir  na  gl6ir, 

'S  tu  seinn  an  6ran  bhuadh'oir  ! 


T 
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rha  thusa  nis  aig  fois  'san  uaigh, 

S  tha  mise  truagh  gu  le6r  dheth  ! 

( lach  latha  's  uair  a  call  mo  shnuagh, 

A  smuaintean  ort  an  comhnuidh — 

Ma  dh-fhalbh  thu  bhuam  gu  d'  dhachaidh  bhuun, 

Bithidh  mise  luaidh  ri'm  bhe6  ort, 

'S  cha  tig  gu  brath  ach  Righ  nan  gras 

Ni  suas  a  bheama  dh6mhsa ! 

('ha  n'  ioghnadh  dhomh  ged  'bhithinn  ciiirrt' 

*Jun  chaill  mi  m*iul,  's  be  'm  beud  e — 

(.'eann  bu  turail,  tuigs'  Ian  cm'am 

Dhcanadh  cuis  a  rfeiteach' ; 

Cha  'n  fhaicte  smuimein  'na  do  ghnuis  ghil 

Leis  an  t-shuil  bu  gh6ire, 

(led  bhitheadh  do  chrannchuir,  mar  nach  b'aimni^r, 

Tuilleadh  's  searbh  ri  leughadh  ! 

(),  Thusa  shiabas  dcur  a'  bhr6in, 

Bhcir  .s61as  do  luchd  iarguiun, 

A  Lighich  mh6ir,  ni  *n  cridhe  le6intc 

Chuir  air  dh6igh  mar  's  miann  leat — 

Dean  mise  thre6rach  mas  a  deoin  leat 

Anns  an  rod  gu  t-iarraidh, 

'S  am  faigh  mi  null  thar  bharr  nan  tonn. 

Far  an  deachaidh  sonn  nan  ciad-chath  ! 

0,  tuirlinn  Thusa,  'Spioraid  Naoimh, 

A  Theachdair  chaomh  an  t-s61ais, 

A*s  taom  gu  saor  a  cuan  a  ghaoil 

Tha  'n  cridh  *n  Fliir-shaoraidh  ghl6rmhor, 

Na  bhcir  dhomh  saorsa  bho  gach  daorsa 

A  th'  ann  an  t-siioghal  a'  bhrohi  so, 

'S  am  faigh  mi  buaidh,  tre  fuil  an  Uain, 

Air  peacadh,  truaighe,  *8  air  d6niinn  ! 
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XIL  Lament  fob  Sib  Colin  Campbell,  Lobd  Clyde. 

(Bt  Angus  Maodonald.) 

Tlia  airm  an  laoich  fo  mheirg  *san  ttir, 
Ch6mhdaich  iiir  an  curaidh  treun, 
Bhuail  air  Alba  speach  as  lir — 
A  fcachd  tr6in,  torsach,  'sileadh  dheur, 
Mu  Ghaisgeach  Ghaidheil  nan  sAr  bheairt, 
Fo  ghlais  a  bh^  mar  dhilil  gan  toirt : 
1'riath  na  Cluaidh  bu  bhuadhaich  feairt 
Ga  chaoidh  gu  tr6m,  le  cridhe  goirt. 

Air  oidhche  's  mi  'm  laidhe  'm  shuaiu, 
'S  mo  smuaintean  air  luath's  na  dreig— 
Uair  agam,  's  a'n  sin  nam — 
Bhruadair  mi  'blii  shuas  air  creig. 
Thoir  leam  gu  'n  robh  tcachd  nam  'choir 
Fo  bhratach  bhroin  de  shrbl  dubh 
Sar  mhaighdeau  mhaiseach,  mh6r  ; 
Tiamhaidh,  leont'  bha  ce6l  a  guth. 
Mar  dhrillseadh  reult,  bha  gorm  sht^il ; 
A  glan  ghnuis  cho  geal  's  an  sneachd  ; 
Bha  fait  donn  air  sniomh  mu  'ciil ; 
Tiugh  chiabha  dluth  nan  iomadh  cleachd. 
M'a  ceann  bha  clogaid  d6  dh'  fhior  chruaidh, 
Ri  barr  bha  dualach  o'n  each  ghlas ; 
A  lainih  dheas  chum  sleagh  na  buaidh  ; 
Claidhcamh  truailte  suas  ri  'leis  ; 
Sgiath  chopach,  obair  8he61t\ 
Le  m6rchui8  'na  laimh  chl\ ; 
Luireac'h  mhailleach,  greist'  le  h  6r, 
Bu  chonihdach  do  nigheau  righ. 
Laidh  Icoghann  garg,  gu  stuania  st61t' 
Mar  chaithir  dhi-modhair  fo  rciichd  ; 
Chuir  leth-ghuth  o  beul  8e61t 
A  bheisd  fo  shamhehair,  's  fo  thiu*  smachd. 
CJhrad  ])hlosg  mo  chridhe  *nam  ch6m, 
Fo  uamhas  a  's  trom  ghcilt — 
Rinn  rosg  tl^th  o  'n  ribhinn  donn, 
Fuadachadh  lorn  air  m'  oilt. 
Clirom  mi  sios  le  m6r  mheas 
'Us  dhiosraich  mi  do  threin  na  mais*, 
Cia  fath  mu  'n  robh  a  h-airm  na  'n  crios, 
Mar  shonn  'chum  sgrios,  a  dcanamh  detw. 
Ged  'bha  a  gnuis  mar  6igh  fo  16n, 
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Ho  aiiinir  og  'chuir  gaol  fo  chrjkdh  ; 
Sheall  i  riiim  le  plathadh  broin, 
MeoGgta  le  moralachd  'ua  gradh. 
I.a«aich  air  mo  gheilte  's  m'  fhifunh 
'N  tiair  liibhair  i  'm  briathtaibh  ciuin — 

"  A  Ghaidheil  aosda,  ghlas  do  chiabh 
Mar  cheat hamach  a  Hath  le  iiin, 
Trialluidh  tu  luar  'rinu  do  aheora' 
Chum  talla  fiiar,  reot'  a'  bhiia ; 
Eisd  glith  binD  on  deagh  sgeoil, 
'Toirt  cuireadh  gloir  ri  latha  grais. 

Bha  agam-sa  curaidh  treim — 
Oua  L-homhalt  to  'n  ghr^io  'm  beairt : 
Ceannard  amiailt  na  mor  eiichd 
Thug  buaidh  's  gach  streiip,  le  ceill  thar  iieui't. 
Ouh  mo  leireadh,  beud  a  leon 
Breatuinn  comhladh  le  trom  lot : 
O'n  Bhan-righ  'chum  an  duil  gun  treoir — 
Uile  comhdaicht'  Ic  bron-bhrat, 
Chaill  m'  annailt  ceannard  corr, 
Air  n&nih  's  a.'  chomb-atr'i  tonulh  grath  : 
Mar  dhealon  speur  ua  'n  Ueigh  'b  an  toir, 
Rinn  cosgairt  leointeaoh  latha  'chath. 
Air  thus  nan  Oaidlical,  'stiiiireadh  streup  ; 
Mar  fhirciin  epeiir,  'an  geuraid  beachd  i 
tiaiag'  leoghaiin  garg,  'mcasg  bheathach  frith, 
Cha  d*  gheill  'a  au  t-arith,  a  dh-aiudeoin  feaulid. 
Cha  chualas  ccantiard  a  Chug  burr 
Au  teas  a  bbl&ir  air  Bar  iian  eilchd  : 
Misneauh  fhoirfidb,  'an  gleachd  nan  ar — 
Trom  acaiu  baia,  o  chradh  nan  creuchd. 
Do  Ghaidheil  ghaiageil  ceannard  corr 
Am  builsgein  comhraig,  mor  na'm  beachd  : 
A'  toirt  na  buaidh  'h  a  cosnadh  gloir, 
A  dh-aindeoin  seol  a's  morachd  feaahd. 
Mar  chogadh  Oacor  flatliail  garg, 
'Us  Conn  'na  fhcirg  a'  dol  's  au  apaim  ; 
Le  Diarmad  donn  a  thuit  'a  an  t-sealg, 
'S  an  Sonn  a.  mharbh  an  Garbh-raao-Stain]. 
(Jach  buaidh  'bha  annta  and  gu  leir, 
An  neart,  an  trein,  an  glouB,  'e  am  ni^m — 
Bha  cliii  a  Chaimbeulaich  dha  'n  reir, 
Dol  thart  an  eifeachd  anna  ga^sh  tuim — 
Ci£iin  mar  mhaighdeann  ghrtlidh  'a  au  t-aitb, 
Uasal,  aiobhalt,  miu  'am  beus  ; 
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Uiusgeil,  gargant,  uroag  'a  an  t-sri, 

Le  cumhacbd  righ  'cur  feachd  air  ghleua. 

Fhiiair  e  iirram  anna  gaoh  oeum, 

Tliaobli  barrachd  eiichd,  'au  streup  nan  laim. 

Riun  d'  ar  rioghachd  dioD  'n  a  feum, 

Air  thoiseach  tr^in-fhir  Thir  nam  beann. 

'S  na  h-Innseau  thug  e  biiaidb  to  nibor, 

I,e  iuil  'b  le  aeoltaclid  'dol  thar  neart  : 

Threoraich  e  na  brataich  abroil, 

'S  a'  chouihraig  aans  bu  gloir  mhor  bcairt. 

C  ait«  'n  cualaa  spairadli  catb 

Bu  bhuadhaicb  sgath  na  Alma  dbearg  I 

Fuil  a's  cuirp  air  beiiui  'a  lui  araxh 

Na'ni  milltean  breith,  fo  'n  laoch  na  fliearg  1 

Fhiiair  o  'n  rioghachd  meas  'tis  gluir 

Anns  gacb  doigh  mar  tbos-fhear  uath  : 

Dhiol  ar  Ban-righ  mar  bu  ohnir 

Dha  onair  otrdbearg  'laeaag  nam  flath. 

Triath  Chluaidh  nam  fnar  shrnth, 

Mu  'n  uualaa  guth  au  Uiitein  bhkrn, 

A'  caoidJi  nan  sooidb,  'ruith  dheur  gu  tiugh, 

Bha  moralach  'an  talla  Fhinn, 

Ghairmeadh  air  an  uiege  'n  somi 

Mar  agb  nan  glann  bu  bbonndaJt  coir — 

Cho  fad  's  a  bhuaileaa  creag  an  toun, 

S  air  uaohdar  fonu  'bhios  fas  au  fheoir," 

Chriucbnaicli  ageul  an  ainuir  inhoir, 
Mu  euchdan  gloir-mhor  an  laoich  tbrcun  ; 
Mhosgail  mi  a  mo  ahuain  Ic  brun, 
A'  sileadb  dhcoir  gu  'm  b'fhior  an  egeul ! 

A  Ghaidbeil  Ghlaachu,  abliocfad  tutn  «oau 
A  db'fhuadaieheadh  o  Thir  iiani  beann, 
Da'n  dual  le  coir  au  aruth  's  am  fonn^ 
Dhuibhse  aoiarigeam  mo  rann, 
Obuibha'  da'u  dealaidh  am  priomh  tiliar, 
'S  gacb  euuhd  'thug  barr  'rimi  Gaidbeil  riamh 
Bi  Htiuireadh  feachd  an  gleachd  nam  hlalr 
Bhiodh  buaidh  na  laraich  sailt'  ri  'ghiiiomh. 
Dearbhaidb  gur  aibh  41  nan  treuu, 
Gineal«t.-h  do  reir  nan  sonn, 
A  bhuanaich  cliu  thar  aliochd  fo  'u  ghrein, , 
'Am  blar  iiam  beum  's  au  Htreup  nan  tuiiu. 
Ciunaibh  cutmhu'  air  laocb  au  airm 
A  ghairmeadh  air  au  abhainu  Cliiaidh, 
'S  a'  meal  e  urram  'theid  a  aheirm 
'S  gach  liiui  le  toiiin  ri  ageid  a  bhuaidh  1 
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XIII.    A   NiGHINN   DONN   A*   BhROILLICH   BhaIN 

Oraii  ur  air  scann  Fhonn. 

(By  the  late  William  Mackay,  Blairbeg.) 

A  nighinn  domi  a'  bhroillich  bh^iu, 
Chum  a'  choinneamh  riiim  Di-mairt, 
A  nighinn  donn  a'  bhroillich  bhain, 
Gnm  a  sl4n  a  chl  mi  thu  ! 

Tha  mo  chion  air  do  chul  donn  ;  • 
Ged  nach  leamsa  br  no  fonn, 
B'  fhearr  bhi  c6mhla  riut  air  tom 
Na  bhi  roinn  nan  dileaban  ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 

Ged  bhitheadh  maoin  agam  'na  chruach, 
Bhithinn-sa  as  d'  aonais  truagh  ; 
Bhithinn  aonarach  's  tu  bhuam 
Ged  bhitheadh  sluagh  na  t\re  learn  ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 

'S  deirg'  do  bhilean  na  an  r6s, 
'S  mills'  na  mhil  learn  do  ph6g, 
'S  fallain  d'  anail  na  a'  chr6ic — 
Mo  le6n  thu  bhi  dlilth  oirm  ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 

An  sp^is  a  thug  mi  dhut,  's  mi  6g, 
Chum  mi  fada  e  fo  chlc6c, 
A's  mar  geilleadh  m'  fhuil  a*s  m'  fhe6il, 
Ki  mo  bhe6  cha  'n  \misinn  e  ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 

Ged  a  bha  mi  reamhar,  Ian, 
'S  ged  a  bha  mi  daonnan  sl^n, 
Rinn  do  ghaol  mo  thoir  a  bhan 
Gus  nach  fhearr  na  slthich  mi ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 

Ars'  mo  chairdean,  'S  tu  tha  faoui, 
A  bhi  skraichte  le  gaol ! — 
Ach  cha  th^ir  dhomh  bhi  dlie  saor 
Ge  b'  e  taobh  an  \mich  mi ! 
A  nighinn  donn,  etc. 
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Mo  run  air  do  mhuineil  b&n, 
IkIo  dhtirachd  a  bhi  'na  d'  dhiil, 
Stidram  dhut  mo  ghuidh  's  mo  dhin — 
Gimi  a  slin  a  chi  mi  thii ! 
A  nighiun  donn,  etc. 

XIV.  Thoughts  on  Nkw-Ykar's  Day,  1885. 

■ 

(By  the  late  William  Mackay,  at  age  of  82.) 

0,  beamiaich  dhomhsa  beachd-smuain  mo  chridh', 
Bidh  ga  mo  shcoladh  ^s  cha  teid  mi  cli ; 
Tha  smuaintean  trom  'gabhail  aeilbh  'am  chom, 
Ouir  Fein  'am  fonn  mi  'us  seinnidh  mi ! 

'S  goirt  bhi  smuaineach  air  staid  an  t-sliiaigh, 
Staid  tha  millt'  agus  staid  tha  truagh, 
Staid  a'  pheacaidh  gun  tlachd  aig  Dia  innt', 
'Us  b^  tri-fillte  dhaibh  mar  a  duais. 

Ged  chruthaich  Dia  sinn  'na  iomhaigh  Fein, 

'An  colas  ard  ann  an  nithibh  Dhe, 

'Am  fireantachd  dhireach,  's  an  naomhachd  fliiorghla.i, 

Tha  'n  t-iomlan  millte  le  'r  n-iimleachd  fein ! 

Ach  's  maith  an  sgeiil  tha  dhuinn  air  teachd — 
Sgeul  eibhinn  tha  innt'  gu  beachd — 
Bithidh  gloir  aig  Dia  dhi,  oir  glanaidh  fuil  Chriosd  sinn 
Bho  'r  peacaidh'  lionnihor,  cho  gheal  ri  sneachd. 

An  Cimihuant  Grais  sin  gu  brath  nach  bris 
'N  ar  rdm  's  'nar  aite  cho-lionadh  leis ; 
Na  fiachan  ])haidli  E,  's  an  Lagh  do  dh'  ardaich, 
'Us  bithidh  iad  tearuint',  na  dhcarbas  Ris. 


Gin  annainn  mianu  gum  biodh  againn  coir 
'S  a'  C'humhnant  Shioniiidh  tha  chum  do  ghloir ; 
Gum  b'e  ar  n-iartas  coir  ann  a  fhireantachd, 
'Us  sith  fo  dhion  fuil  mi  h-iobairt  mhoir. 

Oir  tha  ar  bliadlniaibii,  tlia  tearc  'us  gearr, 

A  dol  'nan  dian-ruith  ^un  stad  gun  tamh  ; 

Tha  chraobh  a  liatluidh,  gun  sugh  'na  frisunirchean, 

Gu  dluth  a  crionadh  })ho  'bun  ^u  'barr. 

Do  chuniliachd  Fein  cuir  a  nios  a  nis 
A  dhearbhadh  dhuinti  nach  e  so  ar  fois ; 
'Us  anns  an  Kigheachd  nach  gabli  a  ghuisad 
Gum  b'e  ar  8uaimhuoa.s  l)hi  niaillc  Ris. 
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Oir  air  au  t-siorruidheachd  cha  tig  ceaim--i* 
Mar  shruth  a  sior  ruith  dol  sios  an  gleann ; 
'Ub  cha  'n  fhaic  miosan  no  miUtean  bhliadhnaibh 
(jru  brath  a  crioch,  oir  cha  bhi  i  ann. 

Ach  tha  ar  laithean  'na  d'  lamhan  Fein  ; 
Mu  'n  glac  am  B^  sinn  dean  sinn  riut  reidh, 
'Us  ni  sin  gairdeachas  ann  do  shlainte, 
'S  ni  sinn  gu  brath  cliu  do^hrais  a  sheinn ! 


APPENDIX  P  (Paob  449). 

BARON  COURT  RECORDS. 
I.  Protbction  of  Woods.     [Original  at  Castle  Grant]. 

Ye  Court  haldin  ye  19  day  of  July,  1623. 

Cutteris  of  grey  woudis  in  Wrqrt  [Urquhart]. 

That  day  It  was  statutit  and  ordinit  yt  na  persone  nor  personiB 
wtin  the  boundis  of  Wrqrt  &  Corimonie  fires,  cutt,  peill,  distroy^ 
sell,  dispon,  ony  of  the  woudis  of  ye  saidis  boundis,  wtout  leif  or 
altollerance  haid  &  obtenit  of  ye  Lard  or  his  bailzie  wnder  ye  pean 
of  XL  lib.  [£40,  Scots]  toties  qtioties, 

Wm.  MicAlister  is  decemit  &  ordinit  to  attend  &  keipt  ye  haill 
woudis  and  haidgis  wtin  his  boundis  of  Lochletter,  &  be  answer- 
able for  ye  samyne,  in  tyme  cuming  in  maner  &  wnder  ye  peanis 
above  writtin,  <b  yt  he  sail  mak  na  garthis  wtin  ye  saidis  boundis, 
he  him  selff  nor  na  vthcris  dualling  wtin  his  boundis,  wndir  ye 
peanis  forsaidis,  nor  dispone,  bot  sik  as  sal  be  approvit  for  ye 
<x)untrie  pepill  or  ye  bailzie  in  his  name. 

James  Cvuning  [DulshangieJ  actit  in  maner  forsaid  for  all 
ye  woudis  &  haidgis  wtin  his  boundis  efter  ye  forme  of  ye  aot 
aboue-writtin  in  all  pointis. 

James  Grant  actit  in  manor  forsaid  for  all  ye  woudis  <fe  haidgis 
'Wtin  his  boundis,  efter  ye  tennor  of  ye  act  aboue-written  in  all 
pointis. 

Rot.  Cuming  actit  in  maner  forsaid  for  all  ye  woudis  <fe  haidgis 
growand  vpone  ye  boundis  &  landis  of  Pithurrell  [Pitkerrald]. 

Jon.  McAlister  &  Wm.  McKintaggart  actit  in  maner  forsaid 
*  for  all  ye  woudis  &  haidgis  growand  vpone  ye  boundis  &  landis  of 
Mid  lushbrein. 

Rot.  Grant  actit  for  ye  woudis  of  Schoiiglie  and  Meaklie  in 
juaner  forsaid. 
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Pfttk.  McEaa  and  Gregor  McAlister  duy  acUt  as  aaidia  lot  }• 

woud  of  Ixiariieiiye  (Lenie  t)  ii  Kyi  St  Ninitin. 

Dond.  McKan  don,  Findlay  Caine  McEan  dow,  tcnentix  m 
Bealloid  [Buiiloit]  actit  in  maner  forsaid. 

Jou.  Keir  McCoiikchie  and  Duncan  McRobert  actit  in  mauer 
foraaid  for  the  waster  [westtr]  woudis  of  Bealloid,  i  ye  widow  tor 
her  awin  pairt. 

Jon.  MuEachen  actit  in  mancr  forsaid  for  the  woudia  of  Waster 
Inahvrein. 

IL  Rkcovkry  of  Debt.     [Original  at  Castle  Grant  ] 

The  Court  of  the  richt  houoll.  James  Grant  of  FreuquhiOi 
holiiin  be  himBelff&nd  JamcH  Grant,  Ouchterblwre, 
his   bailzie,    at   the   Castell    and    Maner    Place  a^^ 
Wrquhart,  ye  penult  day  of  Februar  1648  yeires  ^ 
the  suits  caJlit,  ye  Court  lawfullie  feucit  &  affnuib. 

Mr  Duncan  Makuidloche,  Minister  of  Wn^uhart,  deeyrid  yat  my 
stipend,  crop  1647  yeires,  and  yelrlie  in  tyme  coming,  extending' 
yeirlie  to  ye  sowme  of  ten  markis  in  everie  plcuchc  of  ye  LordBchip 
'of  Wrquhart,  and  iw  loto  yeirlie  to  ye  sowine  of  may 

be  decemit  to  be  payit  to  me  for  this  crop  1647  within  tcrme  of 
law,  and  for  payment  of  ye  same  my  stipend  at  the  rato  forsaid 
everie  plenche  yeirhe  in  tyme  [coming]  in  everie  crop  aoconling  to 
ye  ordor  and  temiea  of  pay  vsit  and  woimt ;  and  yat  dcoreit  be 
■pronimcit  yranent  for  poynding,  and  that  ye  BaiUie  concur  aud 
assist  ye  officarc  in  poynding  for  my  payment  yis  yeir  for  crop 
1647,  and  yeirlie  for  lyk  in  tyme  coming,  according  t-o  iiistice. 

Penultimmo  July  [tic ;  but  probably  error  tor  February]  1648. 

Decemit  Judiciallie.'  i 

III.  Prosboctioks  for  CoTTiHa  Wood  and  Sward,  ASn  Slatikq 
Debr,  Roe,  Blackoocs,  abd  Mciorfowl. 

Decreit  oB  Barroti   Court  contra  the  Teniients  off  the 

Borronie  ofTComar  ffor  greiu    wood,  6wai>],  deare, 

Rea,  &c,  holdin  be  Corrimonie,  bailzie  deput,  14  .i  IS 

ffebrii  1691.     [Original  at  Erchless  Castle.] 

Anc  Barrone  Court  off  the  BarronieolTComar,  Holdin  at  Comar 

the  Thirteiut  day  of  ffebrii  1691  yeires  Be  John  Grant  off  CofT- 

mouie,    Bailzie   deput    off  the   Haid    Barrouie    conforme   to  aoe 

Comissioue  off  Bailliarie  granted  be   Sir  Alesr  M'Eenzie  off  Coul 
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Hnd  Sir  Rodorick  M'Kenzie  off  ffindone,  as  haveiiig  right  be 
ftppryuinges  mid  vjt  [other]  legal!  tjtela  standing  in  their  persones 
agRt  the  sd  esteat  and  Barronie  off  Coinar  with  the  haill  tytells  and 
jurisdictioueB  yrof,  To  John  Chishohoe  eldest  lawll  sone  to  the 
deceaat  Alexr  Chishohae  off  Cotoar,  and  his  deputs,  ane  or  mae, 
ffor  whom  he  should  be  auswerablo,  and  be  whieh  Comiuissione 
the  said  Bailtie  and  his  deputes  are  authortKed  be  the  aaidea  Sir 
Alexr  and  Sir  llodorick  M'Kenzies  to  aeit  and  couveine  befoire 
them,  all  and  aundrie  the  haill  tenuentea  and  oyres  [others]  within 
the  said  Barronie,  and  to  ffyne  and  amerciat  ym  according  to  Law, 
lis  the  said  CommisHionc,  off  the  dait  the  ffuurt  and  ffyft  dayes  off 
Jenimry  lG89yoire8  hearea,  And  the  said  John  Chisholme  con- 
forme  to  the  said  CominiBsione,  haveing  nominat  the  said  John 
Grant  to  bo  his  deput  who  accepted  yrotf,  and  the  samyn  tcnuentes 
being  alt  siunmond  to  this  day  and  place,  be  the  officer  off  the 
said  Barronie,  he  made  choice  off  me  George  Grahame  notar 
puhlict  under  siibsoribing  to  be  his  clerk,  and  Christopher  McKra 
in  Comar  to  be  his  ffyscall  conforme  to  the  said  Comissione  who 
gave  yr  oath  de _ffid(l.i  admiaistrationr.  And  efter  Reiding  of  the 
said  Comissione,  calling  off  the  suites  and  ffecceing  off  the  Court 
in  the  usual!  mancr,  and  calling  off  the  hail!  tennentes  of  the 
■aid  Barronie  sua  suniond  be  the  officer  to  the  said  dyet,  and  the 
claime  givin  in  be  the  saide  pror  ffiscal  agat  them  ffor  the  rcasones 
aad  causes  efter  rehcarst,  did  prouuuee  and  give  ffurth  his 
sentence  against  ths  Boides  tennentes  in  mauer  uuder  written 
vit: — 

The  said  day  Donald  Mcewin  Alconil!  vick  onill  viok  oeiU  in 
Giencannich  Being  complained  upon  be  the  ffiscal  ffor  cutteing  off 
grein  wood  grein  suard,  kJUing  of  deare  and  rea,  blackcock  and 
raoorefoules,  who  being  solemnly  awome  interrogat  deponed  yt  he 
neither  killed  dearo  or  rea,  blackcock  or  moorefoules  ;  iiut  contest 
to  be  guilty  ot  cutteing  off  grein  wood,  and  grein  suard,  and 
tbeirfoire  the  bailzie  deput  amerciate  the  said  Donald  in  ffyve 
pound  scottea  money,  to  be  payed  to  the  flj-scall  within  tearme  oft 
Iaw. 

Collin  Mcomas  oige  in  Wester  Enockfin,  Alex.  Hcrorie  their, 
Donald  McWilliam  duy  their,  John  Roy  McWilliam  vick  iieill  yr, 
Rorie  McEan  vick  rorio  yr,  John  Roy  McGillespick  yr,  Alexr 
Mcfiniey  Buy  yr,  Thomaa  Mconill  vick  indire  yr,  Donald  Moean 
vick  alister  Hioch  yr,  John  Mcalister  Rioch  their,  Andro  fuc  rorio 
theire,  and  Donald  McEan  vickqueiue  yr.  Being  also  complained 
upon  be  the  ffiscall  ffor  cutteing  off  gi^'in  wood  peiling  off  tries, 
grein  suard,  killing  off  deare  and  Rea,  blackcock  and  moorefoules, 
and  being  all  solemnly  awomo,  deponed  as  followes,  viz.: — The 
said  Collein  Mcomas  oonfeat  the  killing  off  deare,  rea,  blackcock 
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moorefoulcB,  [cutting  of]  greln  wood  and  grein  suanl,  and  peiling  off 
Barkjaiid  flyned  yrfoire  be  the  baillie  depiit  in  Twentie  puod  scottea. 
The  said  Alexr  Mcrorie  also  solemnly  ewome  confest  Lyknayea 
cum  pracederUt,  Collin  Mconios  in  omniinu,  and  yrfoire  ITyned  in  the 
alyke  soume  oft  Tuentie  pundes :  The  said  Donald  MfWiUimn 
being  eolenmly  aworne  confest  the  cutteing  off  grein  wood  grein 
suard  and  peiling  olf  bark,  and  denyed  the  killing  oS*  deare  ani 
rea,  blackcock  and  inoorefoules,  and  tlicirfoire  the  batlzie  deput 
l^ned  him  in  t-en  piuides  money  fforsaid. 


IV.  Regulations  fob  Supprbssius  op  Cattle- Li m no. 

Actes  otT  Barron  Court  off  the  Barony  of  Comar,  holdiii 
be  Johj  Grant  of  Corrimouie,  16  ffeby.  Mil 
[Original  at  Eruhless  Castle.] 
The  whilk  day  it  is  inacted,  Bt«tut,  and  ordained  be  the  Bud 
Baillie  deput,  That  in  caise  ony  theives  or  robberB  ptass  thomiir 
the  said  Barronie  with  ony  stoUin  goodes  [cattle],  or  be  receplal  at 
harboured  bo  ony  off  the  teunentH  within  the  samyu,  ormakeoaj 
incursioiiea  or  deprcdationes  wtthio  the  said  Boiroiiie,  or  u^ 
"wayca  recopt  any  off  the  goodo§  sua  etollin,  or  be  in  acceraorie  to, 
or  correspond  with,  the  aoidea  theives,  or  gao  allongst  with  3111, 
yt  the  rest  of  the  inhabitantes  off  the  said  Barronie  imeJia^)' 
yrefter  and  without  delay  make  intima'o'n  yroff  to  the  said  Joho 
Chisholme,  principal]  bailzie,  or  to  his  officer,  to  the  end  the 
countrey  may  Vw  freed  of  such  illegall  and  base  acts  flbt  tbt 
ffuturo ;  and  in  cais  they  fiaill  to  make  tymeous  iutima'o'o  •> 
said  IB,  and  jrefter  the  crymes  above  mentioned  be  instructod 
a-id  made  out  agst  any  off  the  inhabitants  within  the  aaid  Bu- 
X  jnie,  they  are  instantly  to  content  and  pay  tuentie  puuda  ia^ 
quntifji,  and  also  uyr  wayes  to  be  punished  according  t«  the  law* 
and  Actea  of  ParliaL  made  vranent,  Provydeiug  allwaves  the 
satdes  tennentes  or  ayr  [either]  of  them  be  knowin  to  the  sudn 
crymes,  or  the  samyn  instructed  i^t  ym,  and  no  oyr  wava  ■ 
And  fforder  it  is  inacted,  statut,  and  ordained  that  in  cais  wij 
theives,  wagabondes,  robbers,  or  oyr  louse  men  come  to  the  aid 
fiarronie  to  make  any  incunjioncs  or  depredationee  yriu,  that  tiie 
haill  tennent«a  and  inhabitantes  yrin  be  instantly  reddic  with  yr 
best  armes,  and  all  the  assistance  oyr  wayes  they  can  have,  U 
defend  agst  such  pereones,  under  the  penaltie  off  Tuentie  pundw 
totiet  quotiri,  without  any  defalcatione ;  And  sicklyke,  It  is  Ivke- 
wayes  statute  and  ordained  thai  in  cais  yr  be  any  goodes  rtollii) 
S^rom  any  persone  or  persones  within  the  said  Borroni^  Thtt 
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imediatelj  yrefter,  aiid  iipou  arte  uttil,  tbe  whole  next  adjacent 
ueightboures  off  the  persoae  or  pereouea  ho  mjured  iastantj;  goo 
wi^  him  in  search  and  track  off  the  samyu  goodea,  under  the 
|)enaltie  off  Ten  piiudea,  to  he  payed  to  them  totia  guotiti  as  tlic 
somjD  uccures,  and  they  ref\iae  to  goe,  and  the  Officer  off  the 
Barronie  heirby  bnpowered  to  poyud  the  contraveiners  ffor  the 
»aide8  penalties,  and  make  the  same  fibrthcomeing  to  the  baUxie 
efter  pojnding  yrof. 

(Signed)        Jo.  Grant. 


^V.  Deforcbubnt,  and  Dbu.skknnbss. 
Boron  Court  of  Coniar,  26  May,  1692.  [Original  at 
Erchleaa  Castle.] 
The  whilk  day  aneut  the  complaint  given  in  be  the  said 
Chriatopher  McKra,  ffiaoall,  agst  John  McWilliain  Vick  Neill  iu 
Wester  Kuockfin,  for  and  anent  the  deforceing  off  Kenneth 
Mcinteire,  Officer,  being  poinding  some  sheepc  ffrom  the  said  John 
McWilliain  Vick  Neill  for  paymeat  off  hia  den-tie  [rent]  to  his  matstor 
[proprietor]  uud  the  said  John  haveing  masterfully  deforced  the 
said  officer  by  keeping  back  the  said  sheepe  sua  to  be  poyndit, 
Therfoire  the  bailisie  has  fyned  and  amerciat  the  said  Johii  in  the 
soume  of  Ten  piindcs  Scottes  money  ftbr  the  said  dcforeciuent,  and 
ordain^  him  to  luake  payment  yrof  to  the  said  ffiscall  within 

The  said  day  anent  the  grievimce  given  in  agxt  hugh  Mo 
hutcheone  Vickonill  in  Glencanieh  for  and  aneut  hia  exorbitant 
drinking  off  aqua  vytie,  and  yrby  dilapidateing  his  meana  by  hia 
intemperance,  (|rby  he  ia  rendered  inmble  to  pay  his  dowty  [rent! 
to  his  ujaistor  [proprietor]  ;  the  bailzio  haveing  considered  the  said 
greivance,  lieirby  statutes  and  ordaines  that  what  ever  aqua  vytie 
merclmnds  shall  sell  or  give  above  ano  halff  mutchkin  aqua  vytie 
lo  the  said  Hugh,  the  said  aqua  vytie  shall  be  conliscat,  and  iff  the 
aaid  Hugh  force  ouy  more  yn  qt  alowed  from  ym  he  sliall  be  ffyned 
in  ten  pimd  Scottes  totiei  quotiti  as  he  transgresaes. 


VI.  Ueoejlation  of  Phioes  and  Wages. 

.  Baron  Court  of  Comar,  25th  Fuby.  1693.     [Original 

ut  Enihless  Cawtlc] 

e  said  day  unent  the  greivance  and  complaint  given  lube 

t  haill  inhabitantes  off  the  said  Barrouie  ffor  and  anent  tbe 

kat  estortioue  and   c)iorbltant  ])ryccii   oxacted    aud   tokin    l)e 

l)emHker»  and  weavers  Hi-oni  the  saides  Tenneutea  and  inbabi- 
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tautes  fibr  shoes  and  weaveing  oB  cJoth,  The  said  Baillie  did  enact 
statiit  and  ordaine  jt  after  the  day  and  duit  hereoff,  when  the 
shoemaker  buyes  the  rough  hjde  flbr  ffoure  nierkes,  yt  then  Mid 
in  yt  caise  he  sell  the  mens  shoes  for  eight  shUling  and  the 
womens  ehoea  for  sex  shilling  per  pair  ;  and  ivheo  the  rough  fayde 
la  liought  at  fTour  pundes,  each  pair  off  mens  shoes  to  be  sold  at 
ten  shiLingB,  and  each  pair  womens  ahoea  at  eight  shilling,  and 
when  the  rough  hyde  ia  sold  at  ffyve  merkea,  that  the  mens  shoes 
be  sold  at  nyne  shilling  and  the  womens  shoes  at  aeven  shilling, 
and  ordaines  thir  pntca  [presents]  to  be  intdoiat  to  the  wholl 
shoemakers  within  the  Barronie,  with  certiticatione,  iff  they  tmns- 
gresB,  they  shall  be  fl'ynod  and  amerciat  yrfore  at  the  discretioiie 
of  the  Baillie, 

[No  rule  regarding  the  weavers.] 

B.  Baron    Court    of    Comar,    22nd    December,     1C96. 
[Origm&l  at  Erchleas  Castle]. 

It  was  lykewayes  enacted  statut  and  ordjuned  that  no  weaver 
within  the  said  baron  have  or  get  for  weaving  off  ilk  elne  oourtauies, 
<»ddes,  gray  cloth,  or  lining,  but  twelves  poundcs  aeottes  for  ilk 
elncs  weaving  and  eighteiu  poundcs  for  ilk  elnc  tartan  or  hevvpi 
playdca  with  ccrtificatione  to  the  contraveiuers  they  shall  h- 
ftyned  in  ffyvc  pundes  toties  quoties,  and  the  auides  weavers,  iff 
provin  to  exact  more  yn  qt  above  enacted  and  allowed,  in  ten 
poiuides,  and  yt  to  he  payed  be  the  saides  cootraveiners  withot 
any  niodificatione. 

C.  Baron  Court  of  Urquliart,  Slst  July,  1736.    [Oi 

in  possession  of  the  Author.] 

Court  Pitkeraldmore, 
Urqidiart,  July  the  last,  1 
Id  regard  that  a  universal  hardship  is  imposed  on  the  Cli 
men  and  Tenants  of  this  countrie  by  the  hired  men  and  servants, 
both  man  an  woman,  and  this  is  represented  to  the  Judge :  the  sami' 
is  to  be  enacted  in  the  manner  following  ; — That  any  Servant  who 
can  properly  provide  his  master  in  all  the  materials  necessary  for  a 
labouring  man,  is  to  have  ten  marks  of  wages  once  in  the  half 
year,  and  two  pairs  of  shoes  ;  the  uest  best  to  have  eight  marks 
and  two  pairs  of  shoes,  and  th^  rest  to  have  wages  according  as 
they  are  thought  desernng.  And  as  to  the  Women  servants,  such 
as  are  not  otherwise  bred  than  within  the  Coimtrie,  and  are  not 
capable  not  to  serve  a  Uentlcman's  house  exactly,  are  onlie  to  have 
three  marks  and  two  pairs  of  shoes  and  ane  aprone  in  the  half  year. 
And  also  if  anie  servant  living  in  the  countrie  who  oan  gett  service 
lat  Whitsunday,  and  suspends  his  eugagemeut  until  the  shearing 
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theu,  and  in  that  liuae,  they  are  to  receive  onlie  hajf  Fees — 
■M  also  if  anie  servaot  uaturalized  in  the  wjuutrie  who  is  getting 
Bcrvice  within  it  desert  the  countrie  without  the  BpeoiRl  consent 
of  the  Baillie,  and  the  testification  of  the  minister  and  Elders,  the 
said  girle  are  never  to  return  to  the  countrie  bo  as  to  have 
habitual  residence  within  it.  Also  any  man  being  within  the 
countrie  who  works  for  days  wages  is  onlie  to  have  one-third  of  a 
peck  of  meal,  and  hia  dinner  for  every  days  work  betwixt  the  1st 
of  November  and  the  1st  of  March,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  year 
over  to  have  one  half  peck,  and  his  dauner  oalie.  Aa  also  all  the 
Healanders'  within  the  countrie  to  be  required  to  give  two  days  a 
week  !<>  his  master  for  hia  danner  and  super,  and  also  to  give  him 
the  time  preferable  to  any  if  required— and  all  the  above  rates  to 
,be  observed  forthwith,  both  by  masters  and  servants,  under  the 
"  inalty  of  ten  Pounds  Scots  by  the  master,  and  fyfe  Pounds  Scots 
J  the  Servant,  upon  all  which  the  Judge  promises  to  give  the 
sentence  u[)on  all  persons  complained  upon,  and  if  the  complaint 
IB  instructed,  fyfo  Founds  Scots  money  to  be  given  to  the  informer. 
And  in  the  case  ot  the  Masters  being  complained  upon  by  their 
servants,  who  make  not  payment  within  half  a  year  after  the  fee 
is  gained,  he  is  to  lie  decerned  against,  and  in  favour  of  the 
servant,  who  is  to  get  double  of  his  claim,  and  that  no  servant  is 
forced  without  asking  the  question  at  bis  present  master  under 

within-UTitten  penalty. 

Court  Pitkeraldniore,  July  the  last,  1736. 

JooK  Graitt,  Baillie. 

Considering  that  customary  Swearing  and  Cursing  is  offensive 

Uod,  and  scandalous  among  men.  Especially  before  any  sitting 

[Jn  judgement,    Wherefore  did  and  hereby  does    enact  that  any 

■   irson  or  persons  guilty  of  the  said  Sins  from  the  time  the  Judge 

iters  the  Court  House,  untill  he  leaves  the  same,  shall  pay  one 

lling  Sterg.    totift  ifuoliu,  and  his  person  apprehended,    and 

iped  in  custody  imtill  he  pay  the  same.  J.  Grant. 

VII.  Trial  for  Thkit,  and  Sbntence  of  Dhath. 

BaroQ  Court  of  Comar,  18th  Jany.  1699.     [Original  at 

Erchleas  Castle.] 

Donald  Mc  alister  vickoill  duj,  uow  prisoner  in  Wester  luver- 

«hiuuch,  yee  are  Indyted  and  accused  at  the  instance  otT  JameB 

f&aeer  in  Mayne,  ane  sone  to  Hugh  ffraacr  off  Bellindoune,  and  at 

^_-  the  instance  of  John  McConchie  in  Meikle  Comar,  and  Christopher 

^LjlcKra,  pror.  ffiscall  off  Court,  That  qr  be  the  Lawes  and  Actes 
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off  Parliat.  ofF  this  Kmgdome  the  crjmea  of  ttift,  recept  off  thift. 
corresponding  wilh  tbeiveH,  are  urymea  in  thetnaelTca  punisbeable 
by  death  and  oonfiscatione  off  moveables,  yet  True  it  is  aiui  off 
verity  That  you,  the  said  Donald  Mc  aiister  vickoilduj.  are  guilty 
off  the  eaideu  crynaea,  In  sua  ffar  rta  upon  the  Twenty  Tua  day  off 
December  laxt  by  pnat  [1698J  you  did  repaire  to  the  ground  off 
the  I.andeB  off  Mayue  and  yr  did  most  surreptitiously  steal  the 
number  off  tua  ^heepe,  haveing  brokin  up  the  oott  qr  the  wud 
sheepe  was,  the  ffleah  off  which  tua  sheepc,  at  leist  a  good  part 
yrof,  was  ffound  in  your  poaseasione  as  a  ffange  :  Secundo,  Yee 
are  Indyted  and  accused  ffor  your  tbiftuoiis  stealling  off  ane  Rcid 
priuk  liomed  bull,  lielonging  to  Alesr.  Chisholme,  lait  Shireff 
deput  off  Inyemes,  and  now  in  Killnmire  Wester,  and  which  was 
sent  be  tlie  said  Alexr.  Chisholme  to  the  said  John  Mc  Couchie  to 
be  grazed  in  the  wood  off  Comar,  and  nioat' aurreptitiously  stollia 
be  you  ffurth  off  the  aaid  Wood  off  Comar  in  the  year  1689,  and 
pairt  off  the  fflesh  off  the  said  Bull  and  hyde  oil  the  samyn  ffound 
with  you  as  ane  ffange  :  Tertio,  Yee  are  lykcwayea  ludyted  and 
acused  ffor  your  thiftuous  stealling  off  ane  sheepe  ffrom  ffen^r. 
mc  ean  vick  ferqr.  in  Wester  Knockfiu,  in  the  moneth  off"  AuguM 
last,  and  the  fflesh  yroff  ffound  with  you  also  as  a  ffange,  and  ri  c 
accordingly  lug  marked  yrfoire  :  Quarto,  Yee  are  fforder  acuF  '/d 
ffor  breakine  up  ane  ohist  belonging  to  Mario  Roy,  your  luoyT,  iu 
law,  in  the  year  1689,  and  takeing  fturth  yroff  aue  certa'tui 
quantity  off  yaime,  and  oyr  comodity  ;  Quinto,  Yee  are  ffunler 
accused  ffor  your  thiftuous  stealling  and  sway  takin  l&i'ui 
Chriatane  Neine  Thomas  vick  William,  in  Wester  Inverchanj<  b, 
off  ane  chist,  qr.in  mob  yaime,  pteadin,  and  oyr  comodity,  and  I  be 
aaid  chist  ffound  in  your  possessione  yrcfter  as  n  ffang,  ^nu 
haveing  mode  your  owin  use  off  the  goodea  yrin ;  Sixth,  Yee  are 
lykewayea  accused  ffor  your  suiTeptitious  stealling  off  keall  [knill 
feom  William  me  ean  duj.laitly  in  Rirktowne  off  Comar,  and  ffinuid 
with  you  as  a  flange  :  And  Lastly,  yee  are  accused  and  indyted  aa 
ane  notorious  theiff,  and  mider  opin  bruite  and  coroone  flame  as 
huch  i  And  the  premises  Iwing  ffound  to  be  off  verity  and  pro\'in 
be  the  verdict  off  ane  assiKe,  yee  are  to  incurr  the  paynes  off  death 
ffor  said  yrfoire  to  the  Terror  off  oyrea  [others]  to  comitt  the  lyke 
in  Tyme  comeing. 

Ane  Barrone  Court  holdin  be  John  Griuit  off-  Corriemonii', 
liaillzio  to  John  Chisholme  off  Comar,  the  Eighteent  day  off 
January  1699  yeires,  The  Court  being  ffenced  in  the  usual  manner, 
the  pannell  being  brought  to  the  borr,  and  the  above  writti-n 
Indytement  Red  to  him  in  presence  of  the  Aasyie  underwritten, 
and  the  Witnesses  aduced  ffor  proving  yroff,  did  proceed  as  ffol- 
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lowes,  and  Trefter  the  haill  persones  off  Inquest  being  present, 
and  haveing  heird  the  pannell  Lis  owiii  coufeasiane,  by  himaetf^ 
r-aad  uyr  wayes  provin  by  the  witnesaea,  the  builzie  did  Remit  the 

ijn  to  the  verdict  oH'  the  membere  off  asayze  following  viz.  : 

Robert  Gmul  in  Erchlea  Aleiir.  Mc  Kra  in  Korrow 

Hector  Fraser  in  Mauld  John  Chisholme  off  Knockfin 

Jamea  Mc  Eon  ok  in  Inverchanich  Donald  Mc  ean  vick  queiue  jr. 

John  Mc  aiister  Kioch  jr.  Alexr.  Mcdonald  ofT  Muckeraoh 

Arcbibald  Chisholme    yr.  AJcxr.  Mcdonald  jr.  yroff. 

Fei-qr.  Mc  oill  vick  ferqr.  in  Carrie 

William  Chisholme  jr. 

Alexr.  Mc  hutcheoue  in  Clyteroy 

Donald  Mc  ewin  in  Shallwanach 

Robert  Grant  in  Buntaite. 


I 

^V  Tbe  heoD  personea  of  inquest  having  enclosed  themselves,  and 
having  put  to  the  vote  who  ehoidd  be  Cliancellor  of  the  said  Asize, 
they  and  each  of  them  did  make  choiae  of  Alexander  Macdonald 
cpff  Muekerach  to  be  ther  Chancellor,  who  thereafter  caused 
Angne  Macdonald,  younger  off  Muekerach  ther  Cterk  read  in  the 
first  place  the  paunelis  owiu  CoufesHionea,  and  in  the  nixt  place 
the  deftositiones  of  the  witneasea  laid  ag^^t  him  for  prowing  of  the 
remanent  articles  of  the  inditnient  not.  confessed  by  the  pomiel, 
Had  thereafter  the  said  Chancellor  having  put  the  matter  to  the 
vote  and  verdick  of  the  asize,  and  having  God  and  a  Good 
OonBctence  before  ther  eyes,  and  after  mature  delibcratione  they 
find  the  pannell  guiltie  of  the  Brat  article  of  the  inditment  relating 
t.o  the  two  aheep  stolln  be  him  from  Mayne ;  they  find  likewise  the 
^second  article  of  the  indytment  anent  the  red  prick  homed  bull 
£«1bo  prown  agst  the  aaid  pannell  by  the  depositiones  of  the  wit- 
■  lesaea  without  objectionc  led  agat  him ;  they  Hnd  likewiae  the 
third  article  prowen  agat  the  pannell  anent  the  atealling  off  the 
»*heep  from  fferqr.  mc  ean  vie  Erqr.,  att  least  his  being  art  and 
f  jart  therein  in  knowing  of  the  same  to  have  been  stolln,  and 
mating  of  the  flesh  thereof ;  they  find  lykv-ise  the  article  of  the 
indytment  annent  the  Keall  also  prown  by  the  depositiones  of  the 
'vitneeses,  as  aleo  the  pannell  guiltie  of  thift  an  to  the  two  hesps 
«3f  yam  because  of  his  hyding  of  the  same  under  the  thack  aud 
<lesyreing  to  couccall  it ;  wee  find  lykwi»o  the  pannell  by  the 
txtmoD  report  and  brute  of  the  whole  Countrey  to  be  a  Notorioiia 
theef,  and  remitts  to  the  Baillie  to  pronotmce  sentence  in  the 
matter :  in  teatimonie  (]rof  our  said  Chancellor  and  our  Clerk  of  the 
>«aid  aaiae  have  aiibscrilied  thir  preaeiita  this  eighteenth  day  of 
Januarie  1699  yeires. 

AijXJlR.  McDonald,  Chancellor. 
^NB.  McDonald,  Clerk. 
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The  Bailly  haveing  Re-entered  in  Court,  and  the  Terdict  off 
the  said  assyze  being  Returned,  and  under  the  signe  and  sub- 
scriptione  off  yr  said  Chancellor  and  Clerk,  and  haveing  con- 
sidered that  they  have  ffoimd  the  within  written  articles  off  the 
Indytement  prowin,  the  said  Bailly  decemes  and  ordaincs  the 
persone  of  the  said  Donald  Mc  alister  vick  oill  duy  to  be  brought 
furth  off  the  prisone  qrin  he  now  lyes  in  Inverchanich,  to  the 
Muire  of  Comar,  ffr}^day  nixt  the  twenty  day  off  January  instant 
twixt  the  houres  off  ane  and  two  in  the  eftemoone  yt  day,  and  yr 
to  be  hanged  on  ane  gallows  set  up  on  the  said  muire,  \>e  the 
hand  off  the  hangman,  to  death,  and  yrefter  to  be  cutt  doune  and 
his  corpcs  to  be  carried  away  and  buried  at  the  back  syde  off  the 
Kirk  yaird  off  Comar  Kirktoune ;  and  ordaines  his  haill  moveables 
to  be  escheat  to  his  Majesties  use  ;  and  this  the  said  Bailly 
pronoiiuces  ffor  doome. 

Jo.  Grant. 


APPENDIX  Q  (Page  452). 

I.  Abstract  Accomft  of  the  Bussixess  done  at  the  Maxufacturki5r 
Station  of  Glknmoriston  and  Neighbourhood  bt  me,  Alexander 
Shaw,  Undertaker  for  said  Station,  the  tear  1764. 


Flax 
Bought 

Yarn 

Spun  and 

bought. 

Lint  and  Tow 
Spun  or  Sold. 

Yam 
Sold. 

T^intseed 
DiBtributfl 

Wheels  and 

Reds 
Distribute. 

1764  Jauuar}'... 
February. 

March 

Aprile 

May 

June 

Jullv 

* 

August.... 
September 
October . . . 
November 
December. 

LibH. 
3700 

1000 

1000 
1200 

2000 

Spg.      H. 

211      — 
302       2 
392        1 
591       3 
604 

362       2 
415       1 
308     — 
129       2 
136       1 
193       3 
315       2 

Libe. 

749 
464 
579 
564 
660 
634 
505 
389 
311 
453 
589 
407 

Spg. 
310 

800 

600 
600 
800 

98 

449 
225 

H. 

2 
2 

Hhda. 
14 

Wheel  .  Reels. 

5  2 
4         3 

6  2 
2         2 
4         1 
2         8 

1  — 
4 

2  2 

Total... 

8900 

3962       1 

6304 

3882 

14 

80      17 

Att  Gleumoriatoii,  the  tenth  day  of  January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  five  years,  In  presence  of  Angus  Mackintosh,  Elsquire,  one  of  his 
Majesties  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  Shire  of  Inverness,  Compeared  the  above 
Alexander  Shaw  and  made  Oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  Abstract. 

ALEXR.  SHAW. 

ANGUS  Mcintosh,  j.p. 
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(II.  ADOOHPIUPTHSDlBTHlBlTTIDNnpWBEGLSANDREBLaOBIlXRBDBTTHEHONODU- 
lULS  COUHIBSlONERa  OV  ANNEXED  EsTATt^a  m  THE  IXEAHITAITrH  ttj  THE  NUOH- 
BOrRHOODOPTnBMAHfFiCTL'MEIKr,  STATION  Of  GLBSVOKIBTON,  THE  TH»H  1784. 


Ifoveuibe 
BkMembe 


.Innet  Cummiii 

Kathrine  CBinerim 

Pater  Gordon's  wife 

M&ry  Mnokdouell 

Margaret  Mofdonel] 

Add  MackdonelL 

John  Cameron'*  wite. 

£lapel  Cummiii 

FhiJip  UackdoiieQ'B  wife.. 

Mary  Mftckiver 

Donsld  Fraser'B  wife 

Janet  Hikckdonell 

DuncUD  Orknt's  trife 

John  Mnoleftu's  wife. 

Mary  Frafier. 

Juhn  Grant's  wife 

Jimet  Munro 

Mary  Fraser 

Margaret  Call.. 

Anu  Stuart. 

Mary  Mackrae. 

Elspet  MaclacbUn 

lillisabetb  Hackne 

John  MackdoneU'n  wife 

John  Fraaer'B  wife 

Elgpet  Mackiionell 

Mary  Cameron 

Donikld  Mackdonell'a  wife.. 

Janet  Mackdauell 

Mary  Cliisholm 

.laoet  Macgrigor 

Chrietian  Bowie 

Ann  Mackenzie 

Thomm  Mackbain'e  wife . . . 
DougJ  Mackdoupill'ii  wife 

Patrick  Grant's  wife. 

Duncan  MiUikdonell'a  wife, 

Katlinne  Fraaer 

Ann  Chishoim 

Aleiandar  Grant'e  wif» 

Janet  Fraser 

Kathi  inc  Maokdonell 

Evan  Mnckdonen 

Ann  Stuart 


Total... 


Dnimdrcwhit.. 

Achteraw 

Borlummore... 

QlEngary 

Blairy. 

Bonloit 

Borlummore... 

Moechullie 

Fort  Au^stuB 

Miltoun 

Fort  AuguBtuB 
Ballioilrom.... 

Gartalie 

Borlum 

Meeckulie 

Gartalie 

Invennoriston 

Honiack 

Shuuglte 

ObriachaD 

Pitkerrald 

Achnaguoeiin. 

Dilkatiufc 

OlenmoristoD. 

Livishie 

Ballindrom.... 
AchnoguDerin. 
luTerhanick  .. 
Corrumony.... 

Fanblair 

Craskie 

Fanblair. 

Bonloit 

Boriumbegg  , 

ConniobiD 

Inchnicardich. 
Stnth  Glass... 
Tomacraakie.., 

Obriachiii 

P,.rt01air. 

Dulitriggin...,, 
Honiaok 


Urqub^,... 

BolGskin 

Urijuhart 

Kill  men  wick. 
Unjuhart.., 


Boliikin... 


Urquhart 

Urqubart.... 


KiUtarUtie... 
Urquhart..... 
KilltuUty.... 

Urqubarl 

KilltarUty.... 
Urquhart..., 


B^iliskin 

KilltarUty... 

Urquhart..,. 


Boliakin 

Urquhart..., 
KirkhiU 


Alt  GlenmoriBtou,  the  tenth  day  of  Jaouary,  one  ibousaod  Beven  hundred  and 
sixty  &ve  years.  In  presence  of  Angus  Mackintosh,  Esquire,  oue  of  hia  Majesties 
Justicaa  of  Peooe  for  the  Sliire  of  Inverness,  Compeared  Alexander  Shaw,  manuFac- 
tlirer  at  Olenmurtston,  and  made  Oith  to  the  tnitb  of  the  above  Acoampt. 

ALESR.  SHAW. 

ANGUS  MoINTOSH,  J.P. 
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APPENDIX  R  (Page  457). 

EXXRACTS  FKOM    THE  DrUMNADROCHTT    InX     YiSITOBS'    BOOI^ 

IN  Possession  of  Mrs  Wells,  late  Landlady  of  thb 
Inn. 

In  Highland  glens,  'tis  far  too  oft  observed,  • 

That  man  is  chased  away,  and  game  preserved ; 
Glen-Urquhart  is  to  me  a  lovelier  glen — 
Here  deer  and  grouse  have  not  supplanted  men. 

John  Bright  (June  21,  1856). 

The  above  lines  by  Mr  Bright  called  forth  the  following  : — 

From  Highland  glens,  for  deer  and  grouse  preserves. 
Let  Bright  be  chased  away  as  he  deserves  ; 
He  loves  not  them,  but  only  cares  for  salmon. 
Seizes  each  chance  of  claptrap  and  of  gammon. 


W. 


We  know,  Mr  Bright, 
Your  philosophy,  quite. 

And  what  nonsense  you  talk  in  support  of  it ; 
But  we  scarcely  suppose. 
Such  trash  you'd  compose. 

If  for  one  hicid  moment  you'd  thought  of  it. 

Well  kindly  excuse 
This  escape  of  your  uiiise, 

Since  wc  know  your  erratic  proclivities  ; 
Here  mules  and  shoddy 
Give  place  to  toddy, 

And  you're  right  to  enjoy  the  festivities. 

A.   K.  F. 

Nor  thousands  here  a  wretched  life-course  run 

To  buy  a  splendid  luxury  for  one  ; 

Mid  stilling  walls  and  sweltering  alleys  thrust, 

In  Belial's  atmosphere  of  devil's  dust, 

Doomed  by  the  heiirtless  priests  of  Mammon  grim. 

To  toil  and  pale  and  pine  and  die  for  him. 

Glcn-Urquhart  is  to  me  a  glorious  glen — 

Here  mules  and  shoddy  have  not  stunted  men. 

L.  Blaib. 
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He  praised  Glen-Urqnhart — If  his  praise  be  just, 
Why  seek  to  dim  it  with  malicious  dust  ? 
How  hurts  it  you  that  clanking  mules  afford 
To  thousands  work  1    Do  you,  by  Progress  bored, 
Dispense  with  shirts,  because  too  cheaply  made  ? 
Or  fail  to  eat  bread  cheapened  by  Free  Trade  1 

J.  B.  S. 


Oh,  Drumnadrochit,  village  dear  ! 
ril  not  forget  thy  kindly  cheer ; 
While  comfort  upon  comfort  piled. 
Changes  me  to  a  mountain  child. 

It  may  be  long,  it  may  be  ne'er 

My  footsteps  shall  again  repair 

To  this  romantic,  lovely  scene — 

Yet  memory  whispers,  "  There  you've  been  !" 

How  shall  I  in  this  simple  page 
Unfold  what  thoughts  the  mind  engage  ? 
Or  how  in  words  befitting  tell 
The  beauties  of  this  charming  dell  f 

Cease,  then  !  and  yet  I  fain  would  say 
To  all  who  hitherward  can  stray — 
If  peace  and  plenty  you  would  win, 
Oh  !  come  to  Drunmadrochit  Inn  ! 

Q.  S.  (1856). 

Stop,  Traveller !  with  weel  pack'd  bag, 

And  hasten  to  unlock  it ; 
You'll  ne'er  regret  it,  tho'  you  lag 

A  day  at  Drumnadrochit. 

Stop,  Angler  !  with  yoiu*  rod  and  creel. 

If  you  wi'  trout  would  stock  it ; 
I  have  nae  doubt  ye  shall  do  weel 

To  stay  at  Drumnadrochit. 

Stop,  Artist !  with  your  sketching'book. 

For  gin  ye  can  but  tak'  it. 
At  Urquhart  Castle  ye  should  look, 

'Tis  close  to  Drumnadrochit. 
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• 

Stop  every  one  who  would  combine, 

Care  both  of  health  and  pocket, 
Youll  find  short  bills  and  breezes  fine 

Prevail  at  Drumnadrochit. 

Rev.  W.  Drake  (14th  July,  1857). 

Two  hours  we  spent  in  Edinboro' 

To  see  what  could  be  seen  ; 
And  (seeing  peopUy  not  the  town), 

Ttoo  days  in  Aberdeen. 

Six  we  allotted  to  Braemar, 

And  left  for  lack  of  "  fare"  ; 
(The  inns  were  full  and  flowing  o'er 

So  we  staid  no  longer  there). 

Seven  happy  days  have  glided  by 

.  Here  in  this  lovely  glen  ; 
And  if  it  were  but  further  south 
We  should  often  come  again. 

But,  alas  !  we  fear  it  is  too  far 

From  dingy  Lincoln's  Inn, 
To  make  it  just  the  place  to  spend 

The  "  Long  Vacation"  in. 

Mr  and  Mrs  F.  Sikbolm  (26th  August,  1857). 

Ye  maun  prate  o'  the  waters  at  Baden  or  Spa, 

'Tis  Drunmadrochit  takes  the  shine  out  of  a' ; 

Of  our  claim  to  sich  honour,  judge  everybody — 

Their  springs  gie  but  water,  our  "  Wells"^  gic  ye  toddy ! 

(1861). 

Ye  tourists  all,  erratic  race. 

Who  shoot  about  like  Congrieve  rocket, 

Yoiu"  ardour  calm,  abate  your  pace, 
And  pass  a  week  at  Drumnadrochit. 

Geologists,  who  cannot  see 

A  stone  without  a  wish  to  knock  it, 

Just  think  how  happy  you  will  be 

Amidst  these  rocks  of  Drumnadrochit* 

^  Mrs  Wells,  the  hostess. 


\ 
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Ye  men  of  law,  awake  so  wide, 

Who  pore  all  day  o'er  brief  and  docket, 

Just  cast  your  wigs  awhile  aside, 
And  keep  a  term  at  Drumnadrochit. 

And  doctors  after  fees  who  dance. 

And  oft  a  Christian's  life  will  dock  it, 
Do  give  your  patients  one  fair  chance 

By  leaving  them  for  Drumnadrochit. 

Dyspeptic  folk  who  cannot  sleep. 

Unless  your  couch  some  potion  rock  it, 

At  this  calm  scene  just  take  a  peep, 
And  try  a  nap  at  Drumnadrochit. 

Economists,  whose  only  care 

Is  that  bestowed  upon  your  pocket, 
Flx)m  weekly  bills  awhile  forbear, 

And  try  the  cost  of  Drumnadrochit 

Low  in  spirits,  low  in  pocket, 
Come  at  once  to  Drumnadrochit ! 
Sick  of  snobs,  and  tired  of  swells. 
Sojourn  at  these  pleasant  "  Wells  ;" 
Better  door  you  cannot  knock  at,' 
Than  the  inn  of  Drumnadrochit. 

Cheerful  rooms  and  restful  beds  ; 
Pillows  soft  for  heavy  heads  ; 
Warmest  welcome  meets  you  there ; 
Best  of  drink  and  best  of  fare ; 
Leafy  shades  and  winding  walks  ; 
Benches  set  for  friendly  talks  ; 
Bowers  where  you  may  smoke  at  ease  ; 
Garden  humming  round  with  bees ; 
Mignonette  and  purple  rocket 
Scent  the  air  of  Drumnadrochit. 

The  egg  is  fresh,  no  need  to  clock  it, 
That  you  get  at  Drumnadrochit. 
Your  valise  ?  you  need  not  lock  it 
When  you  stay  at  Drumnadrochit. 
No  one  wonders  what  o'clock  it 
Ever  is  at  Dnunnadrochit. 
Squeamishness  has  nought  to  shock  it 
At  the  Inn  of  Drumnadrochit — 
Pleasant  place  !     May  no  one  mock  it ! 
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But  my  song  is  getting  long, 

And  I  think  I'd  better  dock  it ; 
So,  farewell  to  thee,  fair  Wells, 

And  farewell  to  Driimnadrochit ! 

F.  F.  (Sept.  1867). 

At  the  end  of  a  more  than  usually  poor  attempt  to  find  words 
to  rhyme  with  "  Drumnfidrochit"  has  been  written  the  following : 

Your  verses,  my  friend, 
You  should  study  to  mend. 

And  should  be  averse  to  exhibit  'em ; 
But  the  Islay  was  strong 
On  the  night  of  yoiu*  song, 

And  flowed  down  your  gullet  ad  libitem  t 

A.  K.  F.  (1865). 

Drumnadrochit,  18  th  September,  1871. 

Snug  hostelry,  whose  rugged  name 
So  oft  has  stirred  the  bard's  ambition, 

I  find  thy  welcome  still  the  same, 
Thy  bed  and  board  in  good  condition. 

How  sweet  on  genial  smumer  day, 
Or  e'en  in  autumn's  sultrier  weather, 

To  reach  the  dear  romantic  bay 

With  sunlit  castle,  wood,  and  heather. 

But  what  if  fate  should  drive  us  here 

AVhen  winter  winds  lash  Ness  to  madness. 

When  hardy  pines  look  gaunt  and  sear, 

And  stormy  clouds  clothe  hills  with  sadness  ! 

Ah,  let  us  not  the  thought  pursue. 

From  gentler  thoughts  the  heart  beguiling ; 

Would  that  our  friends  were  all  as  true, 
And  we  knew  where  to  find  them  smiling  ! 

John  Sibbald. 

From  Anderson's  "  Guide  to  the  Highlands." — "  At  the  mouth 
of  Glen-Urquhart  there  is  a  large  and  excellent  inn,  Drumna- 
drochit, long  an  established  favourite  with  the  public,  and  now 
still  better  kno\\Ti  to  fame  by  a  letter  from  Shirley  Brooks  to 
Punch:' 
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"  The  '  letter'  was  writtou  five  years  ago.  RsTisiting  the 
eioelleut  inii,  I  can  only  add,  after  a  week's  sojourn,  that  Mrs 
Wells  is  the  best  of  hostesses.  Visitors  will  speedily  fiod  this  out 
for  themselves,  but  I  wish  to  do  a  service  to  such  of  them  aa  may 
uot  be  aware  that  from  Drumuadrochit  they  can  easily  (in  one 
day)  make  an  escursion  to  a  glen  of  the  most  exquisite  beauty, 
O'ifn  Affarie,  and  that  on  the  road  (a  very  good  one)  they  will  see 
every  variety  of  Highland  scenery,  rich  and  wooded,  wild  and 
bleak,  and  a  grim,  fierce  cataract,  the  '  Dog  Falls,'  worth  coming 
any  distance  to  see.  Two  days  may  be  made  of  it  by  stopping  at 
an  inn  ou  the  way,  but  this  is  needless — take  a  basket,  furnished 
here,  and  dine  on  the  side  of  the  lake  in  tho  glen.  I  hope  that  no 
reader  uf  these  lines  indulges  in  the  idU,  UNWHOLsaoHB,  and 
DEMORALISING  habit  called  smoking,  but  should  one  be  so 
misguided,  I  fear  that  he  will  think  a  cigar  by  the  side  of  that 
lake  the  moat  delicious  wetd  (properly  so  caUed,  my  brethren) 
which  he  ever  smoked.  '  I  drink  his  health  in  a  dram,'  and  wish 
him,  if  not  reform,  good  fuaces.     v.h. 


"October  3,  181 


Shirley  Brooks, 


lo  on  the  above  day  went  to  tilen  AtFariu  with  John  Pliilli]), 
,  Mr  Casaie  of  Aberdeen,  artist,  and 

"EniLY  BiiouKa." 
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The  Poor,  and  "  Fools." 

Before  the  Poor  I^w  Act  of  1845,  the  poor  wei-e  roliovwl, 
by  the  Kirk  Session,  out  of  a  fund  raised  from  chiiruh 
collections,  private  contributions,  and  fines  paid  by  offenders 
iigaiust  the  moral  law.  This  relief  was,  however,  insufficient  for 
Iheir  maintenance,  and  large  numbers  went  about  begging — 
certificateB  of  poverty  and  licences  to  beg  being,  before  the  end 
of  lust  century,  granted  to  the  genuine  and  deserving  poor  by 
their  ministers.  For  these  beggars — many  of  whom  came  front 
other  parishea — every  fanner  kept  a  corner  and  a  blanket  hi 
lus  bam  ;  and  they  got  supper  before  going  to  bed,  and  break- 
fast in  tho  morning.  Some  of  them  were  "fools " — helpless 
lunatics,  as  a  rule,  who  wandered  miserably  from  house  to  house, 
and  from  pariah  to  parish,  until,  at  last,  they  lay  down  on  some 
bleak  moor,  or   in   some  lonely  wood,  to  die  of  hunger  or  from 
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^posurc.  Sinoe  the  establislinieiit  of  lunatic  asylums,  this  sort 
have  ceased  to  wauder.  The  following  were  the  meet  noted 
"  fools "   who   frequealed   otir   Parish    within   the   last    hundred 

Joseph  Day.  A  ualive  of  Euglund,  or  the  South  of  Scotland. 
Wandered  during  the  closing  years  of  lost  century  atid  the  early 
years  of  the  present.  Committed  some  crime — said  to  have  hean 
murder — and  vowed  never  to  speak  again,  or  to  sleep  under 
H  roof.  Would,  therefore,  uever  speak,  except,  unguardedly, 
when  greatly  frightened.  Carried  a  bUuket  on  hia  back,  and 
always  slept  in  the  woods,  winter  and  summer. 

KUARAIDH  Rasaidh.  a  uatife  of  Rausay,  who  flourish  el 
about  eighty  years  ago.  Took  his  father's  lK)dy  out  of  tlie 
grave,  and  left  it  exposed  to  the  elements.  Was  a  trustwortbv 
messenger,  and  used  to  carry  messages  between  the  Parish  auii 
luTcntess  and  other  places. 

CllKlsTDPHBR  Uacleknah,  from  Kintail.  Had  habit  of  rctum- 
iug  to  house  in  which  he  had  rested,  and  enquiring,  "An  dfkag 
mt  dad  I"  "  Have  I  left  anything  f  Hoys  used  to  send  hiui 
back  for  miles  by  suggesting  that  he  hud  left  something  in  some 
house  which  he  had  entered. 

An  t-Amadan  Ruibtb — Tmb  Naked  Fool.  A  native  of  the 
West  Coast.  Wandered  about  the  same  time  as  Jose]>h  Day, 
Went  mild  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  girl  he  was  about  to 
marry.  Composed  a  touching  song  on  licr,  which  he  used  to  sing 
OS  loug  as  he  lived.  Had  habit  of  tearing  his  clothes  to  pieces, 
md  was  some  times  fouud  stark  naked.  In  his  old  age  wait 
carried  from  place  to  place,  sitting  in  a  kind  of  chair,  and  covered 
with  a  blanket,  which  he  contimially  tried  to  tear  into  shreds. 

DuBH  AN  ToM.UDH.  Imagined  be  was  a  piper,  .ind  went 
through  the  Parish  carrying  a  branch  like  bagpipes,  and  imitatiug 
ivith  his  voice  the  souud  of  the  pipes.  Continually  marched  to 
.he  "  music "  which  he  thus  produced — until  he  was  unable, 
;hrough  fatigue,  to  proceed  further.  After  resting  for  a  time  he-a 
Hurried  on  again. 

TxARLAOH  SAN  Itbao — Charles  of  the  Feathers.     Had  bi^ 
tiotmet  and  clothes  stuck  all  over  with  feathers,  like  a  Red  Indian. 
Was  a  great  dancer,  and  his  great  object  in  life  was  to  fre<]uent 
weddings,  and  join  in  the  festivities. 

Ali  Moon.  Wandenxl  between  thirty  and  6fty  years  ajft 
An  excellent  singer.  During  the  Crimean  War  imagined  lixl 
related  most  extraordinary  "  news  "  from  the  scene  of  opcretiona. 

Haknah  Barclay.  A  native  of  the  South,  who  wandend 
about  fifty  yoars  ago.  Delicate  and  good-looking,  and  said  ^> 
have  been  of  gentle  blood.  Usually  slept  in  the  woods,  and  SH 
grass  Uke  Nebuchadnezzar  of  old. 
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Caillsich  NA.U  Muc.  Went  about  between  thirty  and  siity 
8  ago,  followed  by  a  number  of  pigB.  Slept  with  them,  and 
«*id  to  have  "been  at  last  enten  by  them.  A  reputed  witch,  who 
bure  the  devil's  mark  on  her  forehead,  which  she  carefully  kept 
*iovered,  "H^uii^ 

UiLLBAH  Att  DuLARuoa.  A  native  of  titeti  Convinth,  who, 
r  many  years,  went  from  pariah  to  pariah  attending  "  Sacra- 
Dressed  in  clergymen's  clothes,  and  imagined  himself  a 
ft  of  a  divine.     Died  alwiit  ci^ht  years  ago 
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[  [Originals  at  Castle  Gnuit,  and  printed  in  "  Chiefs  of  Uraut," 
^  Vol.  II.] 

I.  LBi-rsti,   John  Grakt  or  Dalragbnib,   CaAMBBRLAiH  of 

UmjUHABT,    ANU    liTHBR    GrANTB,   TO    LUDOVICK    GeUNT, 

YousoBB  OF  Grant. 

Bcllmackaan,  January  26th,  1737. 
Honorable  Sir, — Wishing  you  and  noble  laidic  ane  happie 
ir-Year,  we  heartly  pray  the  Almightie  may  longe  preserve 
1  both,  and  gi'unt  ua  off  you  great  poateritie  to  inherite  their 
ancestors'  virtues  and  eateutM,  and  to  stand  on  the  head  of  the 
Clan  Grout  whilo  sim  and  moon  endure.  It  afforded  us  no 
small  pleasure,  when  you  was  last  in  this  country,  to  hear  you 
«iprcss  publickly  your  witliugiiess  to  embrace  every  faire  oppar- 
tuniCy  off  planting  Grants  in  this  countrie,  and  turning  out  siioh 
-as  hade  ther  depen<lanco  on  other  chieffs  and  masters,  whereof 
ther  arc  too  many  both  in  Urqnhart  and  Glenmoriatone.  One 
occasioue  of  this  nature  has  leatt}'  cast  up  here,  the  which,  was  ib 
«mbruued  and  did  succeed,  it  wouht  be  a  mean  to  auable  one 
youug  pritty  fellow  of  your  name  here  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the 
most  sul>stantiall  tenuants  m  the  countrie.  Wherefor,  we  begg 
live  to  lay  the  caice  before  you,  viz. : — Ther  was  a  teniiaut 
widdow  who  laitly  dved  very  rich  in  this  country,  and 
bequeathed  her  whole  wordly  etfeols  to  her  youngest  daughter, 
hivcing  no  maille  childercn.  Immediatly  upon  her  demise, 
sevurall  youug  lads  appeared  on  ther  amours  with  the  girl, 
lUnongc  whom  ther  were  one  or  two  Grants,  and  the  rest 
forreigaera  to  us  and  our  name.     One  of  the  Grants  pretended  to 


i<*i 


-aike  in  izr?'  tssz  jiors  Tuighr**  jeciirr.  mumI  zmronsSaiiT  uy  thi^ 
^ear.  la  x  ^iiuii  ul  ic  mee  -sukhui  :ixr  freoui  it>  sCacectfd  the 
Ufflinirr  21  Jusr  "^ick  imi  iii'antt.  uui  «:  ^rov^  .:ce  iA  the  iiv:«t 
YiiriAuncail  •vnnanTa  01  jnnr  11:1117  imi  izitrsst  in  aII  the  lard- 
♦flic  if  rTrianarc-  Wlu»r5:r.  ^et^fng  ji"!  jHwrijes  •izaEtin^riii^ 
'iiir^Kif  imniTj^  loe  les:  if  rftzn.'ttjTti  >*ti.r*&  izi  iizp^icrtiDg  aII 
-our  n;tmt*  x-ie  '^a^^  ttxil  tixi*  ir'2a:«»r  frkukzusss,  cmnreDADoed 
iir  fr°i*Tui  j:  3r"-»!*»cTir*  iia  T:*:r*rT^:iie  21  &  ^vfoll  mzid  just 
nann»*r  Biic  in  the  "nrtLr-^"7me.  ii:  -icr  fcrrrrie.  &  emyjiQe  fellows 
•ii'.iui.  :f  -rhiir  liime  7^  kni:**-  zi:c  ^cl^  v-f  ^e  gUIs  himself 
yXTiLeiL  i2ii  iriu:  jZ  ii^  life  7rk£»  izfT'^niklLe  kzyyven  to  &ct  the 
"^Zamnia  pAzr:  in  ^aa&rac^r  »rih  «»:isie  z»x«ii,  and  briDgin^ 
'*e'^-iraul  "-t-iziiiirs  *x  TiUiC  zifcSJir*  -ici  iki*  ffixmtrr.  hr  which  i» 
Xinie  13  t-  iiis  *ni:iirArit£,  iii,  ct  cumiui:  shifts  or  Icrbenr, 
^.^sofft  ii.Ene  ic  iixi»  'jio^  "earssu  i)reecii<t»  azki  'dt  which  ZE^eakzu  slice 
virt  !:kroai  :cf  pcTrk;iIj.  izii  x^bic  D>  «<ri:ijck  in  «uch  pairt^  u 
'ir:ii»a'  irr  frtiisiii  :r  ::;»  Cdtie  z»>  :kcc«sjfi  M»  her,  except  we  hitde  g»:«iie 
V/  'uk*  ii»r  i::  Z£ji  r:£iZr&,  wtich  we  were  swecr  to  doe  till  we  firet 
ftCJ.'LfkZJiai  t:i^  £«:-o:<^  £•:▼  tLe  nragT^f^r  <tocd.  Bat  in  sborte, 
*f"j=r  k*^  xr^v.-rrr.*  zASfi  wirh  him  in  a  faire  wav,  and 
iii.r:>r..  :irlT  -t  tbe  •'.LiZL-trrlioi.  wb-:*  trvi  him  that  the  Lairi 
•  •:  •j^nuit  wnJi  'r.«r  iisei-i^aa  i  at  iia  «oiuet  in  this  ai>i  othor 


i^iii'iT.T  LLjfcie  :t  n::*  DvLsztjc&s.  m  opp>iitM>iie  to  i-ur 
i:-ii:e    .it    &   r«iir:T,    t<-:h    «ith>ut   and    within  the 


.-'■'^zr^.  Yhrrsr'T  :^-  :r:c»>  i,  ir.  de^pi^bte  of  all  Grant»w  to  have 
tr^-r  i-irl-e  ::-^rr.-=ri  v.-  ll«;  •#.€*?:.  B";i":  i-».»w,  as  wev  have  made  a  £aire 
r^tT-:Tr:r.*^::  r.-  "f  '.L-  j;^::^  :*>  tout  tir«€ivur.  an«l  that  wee  all  waves 
rr'.j  to  f.ijr  -  -:  :»-r:ei  in  ar.v  just  •.»r  h*»D«:»nible  un*iertakeing  bv 
-:r  -:r.:t:::  <i,z. :  iLJi.-t»:r.  ^^ne  prt^jume  t«»  expect,  seeing  wee  are 
*\*-.  :•  i'jf.ei  -.>  :-  h«>LO'ir,  that  vou  will  not  onlr  advvse  what 
<ji,.\  )k  '\-j'..r:  ID  thisL,  but  aW>  be  pleas'd  to  signifie  your 
;:.-.^p]«w7ire  a:  such  as  »ett  then«elv€s  up  in  oppo&itione  to  all 
■fyiT  iiJxiL.e  thi*  svde  of  Ne»%  when  ther  undertakeing  is  so  faire 
rrA  resir^.'iinV.'j.  And  aa  wee  have  nothing  ao  much  at  heart  aa 
•o  stand  for  your  honour  and  iiitrest,  either  righte  or  wT».»nge,  if 
.'.nv  such  occasioije  diJ  offer,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  voul  not 
•»Dly  shoA'  to  the  world  your  reguarl  to  your  freendtt,  in  contempt 
'.f  thtT  eneiiiies,  but  give  us  ahhurranee  to  bannish  the  author  «  f 
this  iiidignitie  offere^l  to  xih  from  your  lands  and  esteat,  and  give 
hiH  and  bin  ti^niii  (Kjs»esKioiie  to  some  responsable  namessake  of  our 
own ;  which,  if  vou  incline,  will  be  verv  soon  liade  to  tout 
•^tihfar;tionc-  Wee  l*egg,  with  the  greatest  submis»iout%  jonr 
forjfivcness  fcr  this  tedious  letter,  and  wee  are,  as  becometb. 
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'  'the  greatest  esteem,  honorable  sir,  your  hoiioui''B  most  obedient 
t  Jud  most  obliedged  humble  servants, 

Jo.  Grant. 
Alkx.  Urastt.  Alex.  Ghantt. 

Patrick  Grant.  Angus  Grantt. 

Robert  Grant.  Robbbt  Grakt. 

Jaubs  Ghantt.  RuiiERT  Grakt. 

Robbbt  Grahtt.  Fartick  Grant,  j 

John  Grant. 
What  touched  «s  ao  veric  much  in  this  affair  was  this,  that 
this  Graut  who  hud  the  girle  uudcr  promise  to  marry  him,  bow 
-soon  he  was  observed  ti>  come  to  the  town  where  she  was,  this 
Donald    Baiu,    of    late    M'Dnuald,    with    some   others,    advanced 
toward  him,  and  some  of  them  fell  on  and  east  him  down  to  the 
I  around,  and  threatncd  to  lualetreat  him,  which  would  effectualUc 
V  bave  happened  had  not  one  M'Grigor,  hearing  the  noise  of  their 
•  grupleing,  came  and  rescued  Grant  from  them,  Jo.  Grant. 

11.  Petition,   I'atrick  Grant  op  GLENUORidTON    and  other 
Grants,  to  the  Same. 

March  Uth,  1737. 
Unto   the    Honourable   the    Laird   of  Grant,   younger. 
The  humble  address  of  the  Laird  of  Glenmoriston 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Grant,  both  iu 
Urquhart  and  Gleunioriaton,  subscribing  hereto. 
Honourable  Sir, — Give  us  leave  to  signify  that  your  name  ui 
r.«u(i   two  countries   have   not   been  thjr  several   generations  ao 
>erfectly  unite  among  themselves,  nor  so  absolutely  determined  to 
dlow  their  chief  in  opposition  to  all  mortals,  as  they  have  been 
I  nf  late  and  continue  to  be  since  you  came  first  among  them. 

Not  hut  that  our  predecessors  alwise  intertained  the  greatest 
teem  for  their  chief,  in  all  ages,  that  was  possible  for  any  people 
I  to  do.  But,  sir,  their  situation  differed  from  ours,  which  made 
*em  at  some  occasions  suppress  the  sincere  sentiment-s  of  then- 
minds,  and  conceal  their  natural  affections  ;  viz.,  their  cose  wa« 
thiu :  Tho'  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston  did  belong  to  the  Laird 
of  Grant  and  to  hia  friend  Glenmoriston  upward  of  two  bundered 
^ean  agoe,  yet  in  both  said  countries  there  were  not  till  of  late 
but  very  few  Grants,  tho'  there  were  of  other  names  near  to  four 
I  hundcred.  Wherefore,  in  all  times  of  trouble,  the  Laird  of  Grant 
a  distance,  wbUe  the  multitude  of  other  names  ran  to  and 
I  flocked  after  their  respective  chiefs,  the  few  Grants  behoved,  for 
I  the  safety  of  their  persons  and  interests,  either  to  sit  still  or  join 
I  with  other  neighbouring  chiefs,  who  were  upon  the  opposite  side 
[  <^  the  question  with  their  own  chief,  and  such  of  th^ni  as  did 
I  ><)therwiBe  were  cruelly  massacred  themselves,  and  their  posterity 
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robbed  of  their  worldly  effects,  whereof  there  have  been  several 
instances  since  the  Grants  first  possessed  these  countries.  But, 
sir,  the  case  is  now  otherwise  (thanks  to  God)  with  your  name  in 
said  countries  ;  they  have,  and  continue  to  multiply  to  that 
degree,  that  if  their  chief  continue  his  countenance,  favour,  and 
protection,  tliey  shall  be  able  to  possess  the  most  of  said  countries 
themselves,  pay  their  dues,  and  without  fear  or  aw^e  of  their 
neighbours,  turn  out  after  their  own  chief  in  whatever  he  has 
adoe,  and  cutt  a  figure  \mder  him.  And  it  gave  all  of  us  great 
pleasure  to  hear  your  firm  resolution,  when  last  in  this  coimtrj*, 
of  embracing  every  fair  opportunity  of  turning  out  strangers  and 
prefering  such  of  your  own  name  as  were  capable  to  any  possessions 
that  from  time  to  time  came  to  be  free  of  tacts ;  and  this  was  the 
cause  that  made  us  meddle  at  all  to  have  that  rich  girl  we  once 
before  mentioned  in  our  letter  to  you  for  some  namesake  of  our 
Own.  But  we  are  heartily  sorry  that  our  opposites  have  been  at 
great  pains  to  missrepresent  our  conduct  in  that-  matter,  and  run 
us  down  to  you  and  others,  and  the  more  sorry  that  the^r  reports 
seem  to  be  believed  of  us,  while  meantime  w^e  made  no  step  that 
was  either  mean,  unfair,  or  unjust,  as  may  bee  seen  by  the 
ijiclosed  information,  which  we  intreat  you  miiy  cause  read  before 
you,  and  examine  the  facts  therein  narrated  ;  and  we  all  begg  jus 
one  man,  that  none  of  us  be  condemned  imlieard.  Our  charactei"s 
and  interests  have  been  attacked  already,  and  probably  may  much 
more,  unless  prevented,  and  both  without  any  foimdation.  Where- 
fore, we  apply  to  you  (as  our  common  parent),  and  we  are,  with 
the  greatest  submission  and  esteem,  honourable  sir,  your  most 
humble,  most  faithful,  obliged,  and  obe<lient  servants  and 
followers,  Pat.  Granit  of  (;ienmoriston. 

Alex.  Grantt  of  Shewglie. 

Alex.  Grantf  of  Corrimonv. 

Angus  (Grantt. 

Robert  Grant. 

Duncan  Grant. 

P.  G.,  elder  of  Craskie. 

ROBT.    (iRANTT. 

Patrick  Granit. 

Allan  (Granit  in  the  Hills. 

JmiN  (trant. 

/Eneas  (^rant  of  Deldregin. 

Alex.  Grant  of  Cmskie,  younger. 

Patrick  Grant. 

Alex.  (Jranit. 

Alex.  Grantt  in  Bunloitt. 

EwEN  Grant. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Lainl  of  (Trant. 
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III.  Lkttbe,  Simon  Lord  Ldvat  to  the  SAitE. 

Beaiifort,  13th  April,  1737. 
My  Dear  Laird  of  Grant, — I  iim  gliid  to  hear  from  other 
persons,  tho'  I  have  no  line  \mdor  your  owd  hand,  that  you  keep 
your  health,  and  that  good  Lady  Margaret  goes  on  very  well  in 
her  pregnancy.  I  pray  God  she  may  bring  you  a  Ijoy  that  will 
make  your  family  more  illustrious  than  ever  it  was,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  and  her  of  mj  most  affectionate  respects, 
and  nay  Lady  Lovat's,  and  your  young  cousins.  I  bless  God  they 
are  all  in  good  health,  but  I  have  labour'd  imder  the  ague  these 
twenty  days  past,  which  the  easterly  winds  brought  upon  me.  I 
was  forced  to  send  for  Dr  Cuthbert,  and  take  a  vomit  yesterday, 
which  wrought  very  severely  and  fatigued  me  much,  but  I  hope 
it  will  do  mo  good.  I  was  much  surprised  at  the  little  uoti[c]o 
you  took  of  the  unatnrall  and  dangerous  combination  tliat  was 
enter'd  into  in  Urquhart  against  your  person,  yoiu-  interest,  and 
your  farflily :  for  the  famous  contrivers  of  it  bragg'd  when  they 
came  out  of  Strathspey  that  you  rather  eucouniged  than  chastised 
them  for  siich  au  illegal  and  insolent  association. '  I  wrote  some- 
thing of  it  to  you  in  the  letter  that  I  had  the  honour  to  send  you 
by  one  of  the  soldiers  of  my  company,  but  did  not  receive  any 
answer  since ;  and,  truly,  I  must  own  that  I  was  never  so 
astonished  aa  to  find  that  you  took  no  great  concern  about  the 
most  barbarous,  villainous,  horrid,  and  unprecedented  crime  that 
was  committed  in  the  Highlands  in  this  age,  in  any  country,  or 
by  any  people  :  that  is,  the  decoying  one  of  your  tennents  from 
his  own  house,  while  he  was  at  supper,  by  a  little  boy,  and  when 
he  was  conducted  by  the  little  boy  in  order  to  go  to  Docbfour's 
house,  aa  the  boy  made  him  believe,  as  he  pass'd  the  bridge  that 
was  upon  the  road,  two  or  tlu-ee  ruffians,  maak'd,  jump'd  upon 
him,  bruised  him,  and  beat  liim  till  within  an  inch  of  his  life,  and 
afterwards  cutt  off  both  hia  ears — a  barbarity  without  example  in 
tbis  country,  or  in  any  coimtry  round  it.  I  referr  to  your  own 
serious  and  mature  consideration,  whither  or  not  this  insolent 
action  does  not  strick  at  you  aud  your  character,  as  well  as  at  your 
authority  and  jurisdiction.  I  am  very  certain  that  it  is  a  maiufeat 
insult  upon  my  pei-son,  Irath  as  to  my  office  as  Shirref  and  as  to 
my  commission  as  Captain  of  an  Ihdependent  Company,  that  now 
takes  care  of  this  district,  and  has  one  of  my  posts  in  Urquhart. 
I  do  assure  yon  that  if  it  was  not  for  the  singular  love  and  regard 
I  have  for  your  person  and  for  your  family,  being  resolved  to  bo 
for  ever  addicted  aud  attached  to  both,  and  that  T  would  not 
meddle  with  anything  that  is  within  your  country,  regality  and 
jurisdiction,    without   tkcqiiikintiug   yourself  first,    I    would   have 
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seized  both  the  gentlemen  and  common  fellows  that  I  had  mfor- 
mation  againdt,  and  very  strong  presumptions  that  they  were  the 
contrivers  and  the  actors  of  that  barbarous  crime  against  jour 
poor  tcnnent,  against  whom  they  had  no  reason  of  complaint  but 
his  marrying  a  country  girl  that  had  some  money,  and  that  she 
preferr'd  him  to  one  of  their  relations  to  whom  they  designed  to 
marry  her — a  fine  pretext  for  murder  and  barbarity.  Those 
gentlemen  came  within  an  half-mile  of  my  house  the  next  day 
after  this  villainy  was  committed,  in  order  to  pay  me  a  visit 
as  they  said.  I  sent  them  a  message  not  to  come  to  my 
house,  and  to  tell  them  that  if  it  was  not  for  the  particular 
regard  I  had  for  you,  and  that  they  were  then  in  my 
own  country,  I  would  send  them  all  prisoners  to  the  Tol- 
booth  of  Inverness  to  undergo  the  law.  It  is  not  worth  my 
while  or  yours  to  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  their  mis- 
behaviour that  night.  They  went  all  drunk  to  your  cousin 
Bclladrum's  house  about  12  o*clock  at  night,  and  Belladrum  being 
sick  in  bed,  they  insulted  him  and  his  lady  and  family,  and  gave 
unseoming  names  to  this  country  and  people,  and  of  all  mankind 
they  should  be  the  last  to  say  unmannerly  things  of  it,  for  they 
always  met  with  a  great  deall  of  good  hospitality  and  kindness  in 
it,  for  they  were  still  as  welcome  to  every  house  in  this  country 
as  they  were  at  home  in  their  own  houses,  which  none  of  them 
can  deny. 

After  all  that  1  have  sjiid  to  you,  my  dear  nephew,  I  humbly 
beg  that  you  may  let  mc  know  precisely  what  you  are  resolved  to 
do  to  chastise  the  insolent  persons  that  commited  this  horrid 
crime  in  ilefyanee  of  the  law,  and  in  downright  contempt  of  your 
authority  and  mine,  for  if  l)y  bad  advice  (for  I  must  call  it  so 
whatever  art  or  person  it  comes  fn)m)  you  neglect  to  punish  the 
persons  guilty  of  this  horrid  crime,  you  will  not  be  angry  at  mo 
to  j)ut  all  the  laws  in  execution  as  far  as  I  am  able,  both  jis 
shirref  and  as  Captain  of  the  Independent  Company,  against  those 
wicked,  insolent  uiadnien  that  have  insulted  you  tus  well  as  me. 
I  have  received  this  day  a  very  strong  letter  from  the  Laird  of 
Glengerry,  desiring  justice  of  me  iis  shirref  of  the  county,  for  the 
horrid  usage  that  his  namesake  met  with.  He  thinks  he  has  got 
bad  returns  for  his  lenity  to  Glenmoristone's  family,  and  I  wish 
from  my  heart  my  j)Oor  cousin  Allan  may  not  sutler  in  revenge  of 
this  last  action.  I  will  write  to  Glengerry  that  I  have  acquainted 
you  of  the  afiair,  and  that  I  am  very  sure  you  will  punish  that 
hoiTid  crime  with  all  the  rigour  that  the  laws  can  allow,  which  1 
wish  to  Ciod  you  may  do  upon  many  accounts. 

1  lijul  a  letter  this  day  from  your  father,  and  by  all  the 
publick    and    private   accounts   that   I   have    from   London    anil 
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Edmburgh,  the  poor  reinaiua  of  the  liberty  of  Scotland  are  at  the 
-agouj,  for  aince  Ewadward  the  First's  dityB,  who  ruin'd  our 
■country  by  falehood  and  oppresaiou,  there  was  never  Buch  an 
uffiront  done  to  Suotland  as  calluig  up  the  Judges  of  our  Supreani 
(,'ourt  tn  appear  at  the  Kiiglish  Bar  for  their  uiiBdonmuuoura  ; 
-and  the  taking  away  by  tbo  arbitrary  (wwer  of  the  House  of  Peem 
the  essential  piivi'ledge  nf  our  metropolis,  is  giving  us  the 
fiuishinH  stroke.  What  the  ooiiBequencos  will  be,  he  is  wiser  than 
I  that  ean  tell ;  bnt  ho  sits  abiin  the  lift  that  guides  tho  gully. 

I  beg  to  know  what  time  you  think  to  be  at  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Iielieve  that  I  am,  whither  m  peace  or  war,  and  whither  in  a 
storm  or  in  a  calm,  either  iu  Church  or  State,  with  unalterable 
Keal  and  attachment,  my  dear  nephew,  your  most  affectionate 
uncle  and  most  faithful!  slave, 

LoVAT. 

[The  "  lugging"  of  the  man  (.\rchibald  Macdonald)  who  married 
the  heiress  gave  rise  to  a  quarrel  and  duel  between  the  Chamber- 
lain and  Baillie,  younger  of  Dochfour,  an  amutiing  aecuunt  of 
which  was  sent  by  Lovat  Ui  Ludovick  on  15th  Deeebiber,  1737. 
.(Chiefs  of  Grant  II.,  360).] 


I 


The  Ukquhart  Settlement  iv  Nova  Scotia, 

In  the  Olden  Times  the  population  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriaton 
■was  effectually  kept  down  by  war,  and  spoliation,  and  famine. 
When  these  came  to  an  end  after  Culloden,  the  population  rapidly 
increased,^  and  a  congestion  arose  from  which  some  of  the  more 
enterprising  spirits  sought  relief  by  joining  the  army,  or  setthng 
in  other  ooiintries.  The  Urquhart  men  began  to  go  abroad 
immediately  after  The  Forty-Five,  and  from  then  till  now  they 
have  been  noted  wanderers  and  colonists.  "  I  have,"  said  the  late 
Mr  Charles  Gi-ant  of  Hazel  Brae,  to  the  Author,  "in  my  day 
travelled  much.  I  have  visited  many  remote  parts  of  Asia  and 
Africa,  bnt  I  have  uever  been  in  a  place  where  1  did  not  meet 
another  Gleu-Urciuhart  man.  It  is  said  that  when  the  North  Pole 
is  discovered,  a  Scotsman  will  be  found  sitting  on  it.  1  verily 
Ijelieve  that  that  Scotsman  will  be  from  Glen-Urquhart  1"  At 
present    Uripihart    men    arc   scattered    over    North    aud   South 
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America,  India,  China,  Africa,  AuBtntlia,  and  New  Zenland  ;  and 
Nova  Scotia  there  lias  eiistoi  for  more  than  a  century  a  com- 
munity which  consista  tihnout  esolnsiTely  of  natives  at  the  Glen 
their  deacendants — tho  Urquhart  Settlement  in  the  County 
Picton. 

The  man  who  firat  led  the  way  fntm  Uleu-Urquliart  to  Ni 
Seotia   was    Patrick    Mockay,    brother  of  Alexander  Mackay  of 
Achmonic.     Patrick,  who  served  for  a  time  in  the  army,  and  waa 
tenant  of  Polmaily,  was  of  an  enterprising  dispOBitittu,'  and  about 
the  year  1770  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  a  few  other  Urquhart 
men,  and  settled  in  Pictou.     He  waa  there  in  IT78,  when  hb  wife, 
Elizabeth    Fraaer,  was   in   Scotland.      He  himself   subeetjuently 
rotumed  to  Scotland,  where  he  died.     His  companions  remajneil 
in  the  coimtry,  and  were  joined  in  1784  by  other  Urquhart  people, 
who  settled  on  the  East  Hiver  of  Pictou,  which  is  known  in  Gaelic 
as  An  Abkainn  ifkor — the  Great  River.    Among  those  new-comew 
were  Finlay  Macmillan,   Peter  Orant,  Donald  Cameron,  Samua^ 
Cameron,  and  John  Macdonald,  better  known  as  lain  Mac 
Bham,  and  his  sons  Duncan,  Hugh,  and  James.     James's 
son,   the  Hon.   James  Macdoiukld,  is  now  Chief-Justice  of 
Sootia. 

Between  1801  and  1803  the  community  was  greatly  increased 
hy  the  arrival  of  further  hatches  from  the  mother  Glen,  among 
whom  were  John  Macmillan  (grandfather  of  Dr  Macmillan,  now  trf 
Pictou),  William  Macmillan,  James  Urquhart,  Alexander 
donald,  Donald  Macdnnald,  Robert  Mackintosh,  Duncan  Macdi 
Aruhiliald  Campbell,  James  Chisholni,  John  Grant,  Angut 
and  John  and  Donald  Macdonald,  who  settled  at  Kerrowj^ 
called  after  the  old  Kerrowgair  in  Glon-Urquhart.  In  1818,  and 
subsequent  years,  agaiu,  new  settlers  arrived  from  our  Parish 
includmg  Alexander  Ross,  WilUam  Ross,  William  Macdonald. 
Gilbert  Macdonald,  Archibald  Fraaer,  Roderick  Macdougall,  Donald 
Munro,  William  Macmillan,  .Alexander  Chisholm,  Eoderick  Mac- 
dougall, whose  grandson,  John  Macdougall,  has  for  years  been 
member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Picton  ;  Donald  Camphell 
and  John  Munro,  who  settled  in  a  valley  called  Unjuhart,  through 
which  the  Moose  River  flows  ;  and  John  Macdougall,  sou  of  John 
Macdougall  (Iain  Mac  Dhughaill),  author  of  "  Braigh  Uusgaich  " 
(see  pp.  415  and  S32).  John  Macdougall  emigrated  in  1828,  and 
settled  at  Blue  Mountain,  where  he  died,  greatly  lamented,  in 
1873.     On  his  tombstone  are  inscribed  the  Gaelic  words: — "Air 

'  Mr  William  Loriraer  in  his  Report  on  Urquhart  in  1783,  »»y>  In  refer- 
onoe  to  Patrick  :— "  A  brother  of  Auohmouy'B.  formerly  in  the  Armj-,  hu 
begun  liming,  and  sbould  be  eDcuuraged.     His  miiid  bns  beca  cnlai^^  bjr 
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I  (Auiimhne  gu  br&th  bithidh  aiii  flrcan."  His  hod,  Roderick  Nfao 
[dougall,  J. P.,  now  resides  at  Blue  Mouutain  Auioiig  the  more 
X  recent  recriiita  to  the  Urqiihart  Settlement  were  William  Urquhart 
L(who  returned  to  Glen-Urqiihart,  and  acquired  the  Lewiatown 
'  Brewery),  James  Urquhart,  Alexander  Urquliart,  Duncan  Mac- 
millan,  William  Macmilian,  and  Donald  Mocdonald,  brother  of 
William  Somerled  Macdonald  (seep.  412).  The  Settlement  now 
cODtains  alioiit  seventy  flourishing  families,  of  Urquhart  descent, 
who  all  still  speak  Gaelic,  and  worship  in  that  lat^uage  in  the 
churches  of  Blue  iloimtain  (A'  Bheinne  Ghorm)  and  Springville 
(Bail'  an  Fhtiaraiu).  To  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Blair,  for  many  years 
minister  of  Blue  Mouutain,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Maclean  Sinclair,  lately 
minister  of  Springville,  and  now  of  Belfast,  Prince  Edward  Island, 

I  the  Author  ia  indebtcl  tor  much  of  the  information  contained 
I  in  thiB  notice. 
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While  the  great  bulk  of  the  place-names  of  the  Parish  ai'e  Gaelic, 
ftod  easy  of  explanation,  there  are  some  which  it  is  diUicult,  if  not 
iupomible,  to  satisfaotorily  interpret.  A  few  of  thcae  go  back  to 
the  time  of  the  sway  of  the  Picts,  and  some  of  them  at  least  are 
remains  of  the  Pictiah  language,  wliich  prevailed  in  the  district  of 
which  Urquhart  aud  Glenmoriaton  forma  a  part,  before  the  inlro- 
'  luotion  of  Gaelic  by  the  early  Irish  missionaries.  (See  p.  8  (upra). 
[lie  Teutonic  element  iu  our  place-names  is  inconsiderable,  and 
l^wloDgs,  not  to  the  Norse  period,  but  to  later  times.  Indeed,  the 
None  do  not  appear  to  have  ever  obtained  a  footing  iu  the  Pariah. 
The  Pictiah  language,  us  is  now  maintained  by  most  Celtic 
scholars,  notably  Dr  Whitley  Stokes,  belonged  to  the  Brittonio 
branch  of  the  Celtic,  and  was  nearly  allied  to  aucieut  Welsh,  the 
tn^n  peculiarities  of  which  it  presents  in  the  few  reuiains  that  we 
have  of  it. 

In  names  which  arc  not  represented  by  any  significant  or 
understood  words  in  modern  Gaelic  or  Welsh,  we  must  Tescat 
to  analysis  of  them  into  one  or  more  roots,  keeping  in  view  the 
historical  development  of  the  Celtic  languages  within  the  last  two 
thousand  years. 

What  ia  the  etymology  of  the    words   Urqdhaht  and  Glbk- 
"      "        ■     Gaelic,    UBcHunAiNN   and  Glbas'na-Moikbasdainn  1 
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The  old  fanciful  etymology  of  Urquhart — Ur-chMainn  (earthen 
tub,  from  the  supposed  tub-like  form  of  the  lower  part  of  Glen- 
Urquhart),  must  be  discarded.  The  name  appears  in  Adamnan's 
Life  of  Columba  (seventh  century)  as  Airchartdan^  whence  an 
early  (^aelic  Urchardan  naturally  results,  followed  by  the  present 
Urchadainn,  which  appears  in  Blaeu's  Atlas  (seventeenth  centurj) 
as  Wrchoden,  It  is  divisible  into  three  parts — first,  the  prefix 
air,  by,  upon,  which  becomes  ur  before  a  consequent  broad  vowel 
(cf.  ur-chaivj  for  air-cur,  "on-cast,"  a  throw,  a  shot)  ;  second,  the 
root  cartdy  or  card :  and,  thirdly,  the  suffix  an.  We  are  justified, 
from  its  Gaelic  pronunciation,  to  regard  the  root  as  card.  In 
modem  Welsh  this  would  be  cardd,  and  the  language  actuaUy 
possesses  this  root,  with  its  requisite  suffix,  m  cardden^  a  brake, 
thicket.  The  name  Urquhart,  as  originally  pronounced,  would 
thus  mean  in  Welsh  "  By  the  brake"  or  "  Brake-side" — or,  possibly 
wider  in  Pictish,  "  By  the  wood"  or  "  Wood-side" — an  apt  enough 
description,  probably,  of  the  first  settlement  in  a  glen  which  is  now 
well  covered  with  timber,  and  which  in  former  times  was  even 
more  densely  wooded.  In  Wales  Argotd,  that  is  Ar-coed,  "  By  the 
wood,"  or  "  Wood-side,"  is  a  common  name.  In  connection  with 
this  interpretation  of  Urchadainn  it  may  be  helpful  to  keep  in 
view  the  other  Highland  place-names  containing  cardan.  There 
are  three  or  four  places  called  Kincardine.  The  Gaelic  here  is 
C inn-char dainn  ;  the  accent  is  on  the  card  (unlike  Urquhart 
which,  as  usual  with  prepositional  compounds,  has  the  accent  on 
the  first  syllable),  and  hence  the  root  is  better  preserved  in 
Kincardine.  Tlie  Gaelic  cinn,  which  is  the  locative  case  of  ceann 
(head),  and  is  the  correct  form  in  place-names,  has  evidently  in 
Kincardint  replaced  a  Pictish  /^^wn-cardan.  Urquhart,  as  has  been 
said,  is  written  Airchartdan  by  Adamuan.  In  1215  the  Pope 
writes  it  Urchard,  since  which  time  it  variously  appears  as 
Hurchardy   Wrqnhart,   Wrchoden,  UrqidMrt. 

The  name  Moristan,  Ciaelic  Moireasdainn,  contained  in  Gltii- 
morisUm,  does  not  yield  its  secret  easily  to  the  philologist.  The 
river  doubtless  gives  name  to  the  Glen,  and  it  is  usual  to  explain 
3foristo7i  as  Moir-easian,  "  of  great  waterfalls,"  which  is  probably 
correct.  The  st  in  Moriston  is  perfectly  explainable,  for  it  arises 
from  sim])le  s,  as  in  .s/ruth  for  sruth,  a  stream.  The  real  difficulty 
is  with  the  termination  an,  which  is  of  companitively  late  intn>- 
duction  as  a  mark  of  the  plural.  Archibald  Grant,  the  Glen- 
moriston  bard,  poetically  describes  the  (ilen  in  one  of  his  songs  as 
Cleannnii  hr  nam  mor  eas — "  the  verdant  glen  of  great  water-falls." 
In  1345  Moriston  is  written  "  Morchen,"  which  would  seem  to 
show  that  the  t  had  not  then  established  itself.  In  1478,  how- 
ever, Glenmoriston  was  written  Jis  it  is  to-day. 
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The  lumeB  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  Pnrish  liaving  thus  be«u 
diacufised,  other  place-nameH  will  now  be  couaidered.  TLey  have 
received  but  indifferent  consideration  from  thoae  who  are 
reflpoasibio  for  the  (Jrdnaueo  Survey  of  the  Parish,  by  whom  they 
have  iu  many  cobch  beeu  badly  handled  and  mutilated.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  suffix  aidh  or  id/i  enters  largely  into  them.  Wo 
luay  take  it  as  equivalent  to  "  place  of,"  It  ia  really  the  dative 
plural,  or  locative  plural,  of  the  noun,  which  was  a  common  way 
of  denoting  locality  in  the  ancient  languages  (cf.  CataobA,  Suther- 
land ;  Gallaobk,  Caithness  ;  bevlaohk,  in  front). 


1^ 


I.  Rivers  and  Strraus. 


ihainn  Choilltidh — River  Ooilty :  the  river  of  CoUHid/i,  which 

means  "  the  place  of  woods,"  locative  plural  of  coilU. 
A.bhainn  Dii — River  Do,  pronounced  like  Biiglish  doe.    Etymology 

unknown.     Probably  Pictish.     Cf,  English  dev},  root  li/iav. 
Ahhainn  Eanairig — River  Enerick.     Etymology  unknown.     Pro- 
bably Pictish.     Comjuire  river  Enrick  in  Galloway,  and  river 

Endrick  in  Stirlingshire. 
Abhoinn    Loinu — River    Loyne       The    word    Loitin   shows    the 

locative  case  of  lann,  a  glade,  an  open  place. 
Abhoinn    Mhoireasdainn — Kiver    Moriston.      Already   discussed. 

See  above. 
Allt  a'  Bhodaich — The  Bum  or  Stream  of  the  Old  Man,  or  Uoblin. 
Allt  a'  Chlftcharain— Wat«r  Ousel  Bum. 
Allt  Dblbheacb — Divacb  Bum,  noted  for  its  fall.     No  conjecture 

can  be  offered  as  to  meaning.     Compare  the  Banflshirc  Divie, 

and  the  Welsh  Dyji,  both  streams. 
Allt  an  Dunain— The  Burn  of  the  little  Dim,  or  hillock,  or  fort. 

Famous  for  its  Hag  {see  p.  424). 
Allt  Gille  Phadmig  Oobha — Gillo  Pbadniig  Gobha's  Bum  (see  p, 

103). 
Allt  a'  PhuUl— The  Bum  of  the  Pool—that  is,  of  Polmaitt/,  which 

see. 
Allt  an  Tivirbh— The  Bum  of  the  Bull— Bull  burn. 
Allt  Eiric— The  Stream  of  tirie,  or  compensation, 
Allt  nan  Eoin— The  Stream  of  the  Birds. 
Allt  na  Fiacail — The  Stream  of  the  Tooth, 
Allt  an  Fhitldch — The  Raven's  Stream. 
Allt  nan  Gadaich — The  Thieves'  Stream. 
Allt  na  Muio — The  Pig's  Stream — an  echo,  perhaps,  t 

when  the  wild  boar  was  found  in  Gleninoriston, 


find  5ron  Mvie  (the  Pig's  Point),  and  Crtag  t 
Bdar's  Rrck). 


if  the  tima 
Tuire  (the 


H  tumra  ttrcK). 
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ADt  Giubhais — The  Stream  of  tlic  Fir.     The  scene  of  Allan  of 

Lundie's  leap  (see  p.  130). 
Allt  larairidh — The  Stream  of  the  Western  Shieling.      See  lar- 

uiridh, 
Allt  Mor — The  Great  Biu-n,  Bunloit.     At  one  time  called  Uaileyj. 

See  Inhher-UaUfig, 
Allt  MuUach — The  High  Bum  ;  or  AUt  Mollach,  the  Rough  Burn. 
Allt  Ruadh— The  Red  Bum. 
Allt  Saigh — Saighy  pronounced  like  English  ngh.     Probably  AUt 

Sathaidh — Bum  of  the  thrusting,  or  piercing,  or  transfixing. 
Allt  Stiortaig — Probably  the  Burn  of  much  sound. 
Cam-allt — The  Winding  Bum. 

il.  Lochs,  «kc. 

Loch  Asalaich — The  Loch  of  Supplication. 

Loch  a'  Bhainne — The  Loch  of  Milk. 

Loch  a*  Bheallaich— The  Loch  of  the  Defile  or  Pass. 

Loch  na  Ba  Ruaidhe — The  Loch  of  the  Red  Cow. 

Loch  nam  Bftt — The  Loch  of  the  Sticks,  or  Cudgels. 

Loch  na  Beinne  B^na — The  Loch  of  the  White  Ben  or  Mountain. 

Loch  nam  Breac  Dearg — The  Loch  of  the  Red  Trout. 

Loch  nan  Cat — The  Loch  of  the  (wild)  Cats. 

Loch  a*  Chaise     The  Loch  of  Cheese. 

Loch  a'  Chrathaich — The  Loch  of  the  Crathach,  which  see. 

Lochan  a'  Chrois — The  Loch  of  the  Cross.     Sec  footnote,  p.  460. 

Loch  Cluainidh — The  Loch  of  Cluainidh^  which  see. 

TjOcIi  na  Criche — The  Locli  of  the  March,  or  Boundary. 

Loch  na  Cuilce — The  Loch  of  Bullrushes,  or  Canes. 

Locli  an  Dubhair — The  Loch  of  the  Shade. 

Locli  nan  Eun — The  Loch  of  Birds. 

Tx)ch  nam  Faoileag — The  Loch  of  Gulls.     There  are  several  lochs 

of  this  name  in  the  Parish. 
Loch  na  Feannaig — The  Loch  of  the  Hooded  Crow. 
liOch  nan  Gobhar — The  IjOcIi  of  the  Goats. 
Loch  Gorm — The  Blue  Loch. 

Loch  Loinn — Locli  Lovne.     See  under  Ahhainn  Loinn, 
Loch  Lunndaidh — The  Loch  of  Lunndaidh,  which  see. 
Tjoch  Ma^tac — Obscure,  but  probably  Loch  mo  Stac — the  Loch  of 

my  Peak  or  Prcci})icc. 
Loch  a'  Mheig — The  Loch  of  Whey, 
l^och  nam  Meur— Tlic  Loch  of  Branches  or  Arms.     There  are  two 

of  the  name  in  the  Parish,  both  of  which  are  "  branched"  or 

irregular  in  form. 
Loch    Mhiachdlaidh — T^och   Meiklic  :    the  Loch  of   Afmchdlaidh 

which  see. 
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I>xjh  Nis — Loch  Ness.    For  the  legendary  origin  see  pp.  5-7.    The 
word  is  in  Gaelic  pronounced  "  Nfi5sh,"  not  Ness.     Adamnan 
wrote  it  Nua^  or  Sesa  ;  and  in  the  1 2th  century,  and  down  to 
the  16th,  the  usiial  spelling  is  Nh  or  Nys.     The  word  is  not 
derived  from  the  Fall  of  Foyers — an-Eas  (pronounced  "ess") 
— as  has  been  imagined.     Keeping  in  view  what  was  said  at 
the  beginning  of  this  Appendix  as  to  analysis,  Adamnan  s 
^isa  or  A>«a  must,  acconiing  to  Celtic  phonetics,  stand  for 
an  original  Ji^esta  (Ncstis  1).    1  he  st,  again,  has  to  be  analysed 
into  either  ts  or  di.     Thus  we  get  the  root  net^  or  ned,  the 
latter  of  which  suits  our  case,  for  it  appears  in  the  Sanskrit 
naJt,  a  river.     There  was  a  Greek  Neda ;  Nestos  or  Nessus 
was  the  river  bounding  Macedonia  on  the  east ;  and  Nessonis 
was  a  lake  of  Thessaly.     The  German  word  allied  is  neUetiy 
to  wet.     One  is  tempted  to  think  of  the  mythic  Ness,  mother 
of  Conchobar  or  Conachar  Mac  Nessa,  who  is  associated  with 
LfOch  Ness  in  one  of  the  old  hero-tales  (see  p.  5).     She  seems 
to  iiave  l)een  a  river-goddess,  for  she  gave  birth  to  Conchobar 
under  extraordinary  circumstances   by  the  river  Conchobar 
("  High-foam,"  Foaming),  whence  he  derived  his  name.     The 
worship  of  rivers,  as  we  know  from  Ciildas,  and  from  river- 
names  such  as  Dee  (goddess),  and  Don  (Diana),  was  prevalent 
among  the  Celts.     Loch  Ness  is  called  after  the  river  Ness, 
as  is  always  the  case  with  loch  and  river ;  but  Adamnan 
insists  on   it — Nisa  fluminu  locum — the  lake  of  the  river 
Ness. 

I/xjh  nan  Oighrcan — The  Loch  of  Cloud-berries. 

Loch  an  t-Sionnaich — The  Loch  of  the  Fox. 

Loch  an  Tart — The  I.K)ch  of  the  Drought. 

11 L  Mountains,  Hili^,  kc. 
(The  figures  indicate  height,  in  feet). 

A'  Bheinn  Hhan — The  White  lien  or  Mounbiin. 

A'  Bheinn  Bhreac — The  S|H.'cklctl  Mountain. 

A'  Biieinn  Liath — The  (irev  Mountain. 

A'  Bheinn  Shlcamhainu — I'he  Slipi)ery  Mountain. 

An  Cnigjiu  Daniich — The  Oak  Rock.     Gave  his  name  to  Iain  a' 

Chragani.     See  p.  206. 
An  Cragan  Soillear — The  Bright  or  glistening  Rock. 
An   Crathach — The   marshy,    wild,    ugly   place.      The   scene   of 

Caillcach  a'  Chrathaich's  exploits.     See  p.  422. 
A'  Chreag  Ard-The  High  Rock. 
A'  Chreag  Mhor— The  (Jreat  Rock. 
A'  Chreag  Dheiirg— The  Red  Rock. 
An  Cruachan  (1503) — Diminutive  of  Cruarh^  a  high  hill. 
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An  Suidhc — The  Seat.     See  foot  note,  p.  336. 

Ard  an  t-Suaimhneis — The  Height  of  Repose. 

An  Torran  Daraich — The  Oak  Knoll. 

Beinn  nan  Eoin — The  Mountain  of  the  Birds. 

Cam  a'  Ghluasaid  (3115) — Carriy  a  caini,  or  heap,  meaning  here 

a    mountain-mass ;     Gluamd,    motion,    moving ;     Cam    a' 

Ghluasaid f  the  moving  cam,  or  the  cam  of  the  removal. 
Cam  na  Fiacail — The  Cam  of  the  Tooth. 
Cam  na  h-Iolaire — The  Eagle's  Cam. 
Cam  Mhic-an-Toisich  (2221) — Mackintosh's  Cam. 
Cam  Tarsuin — The  Cross  Cam,  or  cam  running  across.     There 

are  two  in  the  Parish — one  crossing  from  Glen-Urquhart  in 

the  direction  of  Glenmoriston,  and  another  from  Glenmoriston 

to  AbertarfF. 
Cam  nan  Caorach — The  Carn  of  the  Sheep, 
(^am  nam  Mart — The  Carn  of  the  Cattle. 
Cam  a'  Mhadaidh  Ruaidh — The  Fox's  Cam. 
Cam  nan  Earb — The  Cam  of  the  Roe-deer. 
Cnoc  na  h-Iolaire — The  Eagle's  Hill,  or  Height. 
Cnoc  a'  Bhuachaille — The  Henlsman's  Hill. 
Cnoc  a'  Chaisteil — The  Castle  Hill :  site  of  ol<i  hill-fort  at  Corri- 

mony. 
Cnoc   an  t-Sabhail — The   Bam   Hill.      There   are   two   in  Glen- 
Urquhart — one  immediately  behind  Balmacaan  House,  and 

the  other  now  called  Hazel  Brae. 
Cragan  an  Tehie — The  Rock  of  the  Fire. 
Crcag  Achamhonaidh — The  Rock  of  Achmonie.     Whicli  see. 
Creag  <an  Airgid — The  Rock  of  Silver. 
Creag  a'  Clioit— The  Rock  of  the  Boat.     See  p.  131. 
(Yeag  nan  Eiin — Tlie  Rock  of  the  Birds. 
Creag  an  Fhithich — The  Raven's  Rock. 
Creag  GiuV)hais — The  Fir-bearing  Rock.     See  j>.  130, 
Creag  a'  Mhadaidh — The  Rock  of  the  Dog — perhaps  of  the  Fox 

(A/adaJh-ruadh),  or  the  Wolf  {Madadh-alluidh),  or  the  Otter 

(^Mddiidh-donn). 
Creag  an  Tuirc — The  Rock  of  the  (wild)  l^oar. 
Creag  Mhiachdlaidh — The  Rock  of  Meiklie.     See  under  Miachd- 

laidh. 
Craig  Neidh — Craig  Nay.     Creag  an  Eigfie — the  Ice  Roc^k — is  an 

unsatisfactory    solution   of   this   difficult   name.       Neidh  is 

probably  Pictish,  and  its  meaning  lost. 
(Vuachan  Lunndaidh — The    Hill  of    Liuidie.     See  An  Cruachayiy 

and  Lunndaidh. 
Dun    Screabainn — Dun  Screpin — Hill  Fort   at  Grotaig.       Gaelic 
screah,  mciius  "  a  blotch ;"  but  screabainn  is  obscure,  and  is- 
probably  Pictish. 
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"Glas  Bheiim — The  Grey  Mountain ;  in  Glenmoriston. 

Ijeac  a'  Bhainne — Ltac^  a  slope  or  declivity  ;  bainne,  milk.  The 
Milky  Slope. 

Leac  nam  Buidheag — Leac,  slope ;  buidheagy  daisy.  The  Slope  of 
Daisies. 

Leac  nan  Oighrean — The  Slope  of  Clond  berries. 

Mac  a'  Mhill — Son  of  the  Meall — that  is,  Mealfuarvonie.  See 
Meall  lui  Fuar  Mhonaidk,  and  NiyJiean  a'  Mhill, 

Meall  na  Crichc  (2224)— J/ra//,  a  lump,  applied  to  a  round 
mountiiin  or  large  hill.  CricJie^  of  the  march.  The  Meall  of 
the  March  (between  Glenmoriston  and  Corrimonv). 

Meall  Daileig  —The  Meall  of  the  Little  Dale. 

Meall  nan  Eilid — The  Meall  of  the  Hinds. 

Meall  na  Fuar  Mhonaidh  (2283)— Mealfuarvonie.  The  Meall  of 
the  C/oId  Moor.  Near  it  are  Mac  a'  Mhilly  and  Nigkean  a' 
Mhill,  which  see. 

Meall  nan  Oighrean — The  Meall  of  the  Cloud-berries. 

Nighean  a^  Mhill — Mealfuarvonie's  Daughter.  See  under  J/inc  a* 
MhilL 

^Sgiirr  nan  Conbhairean  (2635) — The  Peak  of  the  Dog-men,  or 
Hunters.  The  Sgiirr  forms  the  march  between  the  Parish 
and  the  parishes  of  Kintiiil  and  Kilmorack.  A  ti'aditiou 
tells  that  (Tlenmoriston  wjia  at  one  time  the  hunting  ground  of 
the  Feinne,  or  Kiugalians,  who  used  to  meet  in  the  morning 
at  Sghrr  nan  Conbhairean  in  the  far  west,  and  close  the  day 
at  Ach'  nan  Conbhairean  (the  Huntew'  Field)  above  Inver- 
moriston — having  followed  the  dogs  for  a  distiince,  as  the 
crow  Hies,  of  about  twenty  miles.  A  wood  on  the  Abertiirft* 
side  of  the  Glen  is  called  Coille  na  Feinne — the  Wo(xl  of  the 
Feinn**.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sgiirr  nan  Conbhairean 
is  a  hill  called  Tigh  Mor  na  Seilge — the  Great  House  of  the 
Huntiiijr.  These  names  mav  have  ori":inated  when  the  lands 
of  Cluanie,  within  which  thev  are,  were  a  royal  forest.  See 
p.  44S. 

Sr6n  Dubh  Dhibheach— The  I^lack  Point  of  Divach. 

Suidh  (Jihuirmein — Gorman's  Seat.     See  p.  336. 

Suidh  Mhcircheird — Merchard's  Sciit.     See  p.  323,  and  footnote 

p.  336. 
Tom  an  t-Sabhail — The  Barn  Knoll.     The  first  place  of  residence 

of  the  Grants  of  Glenmoriston.     See  p.  124. 
Torr  na  8\dho — Torr,  a  conicul  hill ;  Sidhey  of  the  Fairies.     The 
Hill  of  the  Fairies.     The   Torr  gives  name  to  the  farm  of 
Tornashee,  and   to   Mailennn  an  T7ur — Mill  of  Tore.     The 
Torr  bears  mirks  of  ancient  fortification-!*. 
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Torran  nan  Gilleau — Tlic  Young  Men's  Knoll.     The  scene  of  the 
slaughter  of  the  Gow  Mor's  sons.     See  p.  102. 

TV.  Glens  and  Corries. 

An  Gleann  Fada — Glen  Fada  :  the  Long  Glen. 
Gleanna  Coilltidh — Glen  Coiltv.     See  under  Abhatnn  Ckoilltidh. 
Gleann  Loinn — Glen  Loyne.     See  under  A  bkainn  Loinn. 
Gleanna  Moireasdainn — Glcmnoriston.      Already   discussed.      See 

p.  572. 
Gleann  Urchadainn — Glen-Urquhart.     Urquhart  discussed  above, 

p.  572. 
An  Garbh  Choire — The  Rough  Corrie. 
An  Coire  lieag — The  Little  Corrie. 
An  Coire  Mor — The  Large  Corrie. 
An  Coire  Buidhe — Corribuy :  the  Yellow  Corrie.     The   Scene  of 

the  Fight  of  Corribuy.     See  p.  222. 
An  Coire  Liath — The  Grey  Corrie. 
An  Coire  Riabhach — The  Brindled  Corrie. 
An  Coire  Giubhais — The  fir-bearing  Corrie. 
Coire   Bodach  nan  Gobhar — The  Corrie  of  the  Old  Man   of  the 

Goats. 
Coire  Dho — The  Corrie  of  the  (river)  D6,  which  see. 
Coire  Dhomhnuill  Bhain— Fair  Donald's  Corrie. 
Coire  Mheadhain — Tlie  Mid  Corrie. 

Coire  Mh6naidh — Corrimony  :  Monie's  Corrie.     See  p.  10. 
Coire  nam  Bnich — The  Corrie  of  the  Makings. 
Coire  nan  Laogh — The  Corrie  of  the  Calves. 
Coire  na  li-Eii'— The  Corrie  of  Death. 
Coire  an  Lochan  Uaine — The  Corrie  of  the  Green  I>akclet. 
Coire  Sgrainge — The  Corrie  of  Gloom. 

V.  TowNsniRs,  Farms,   Pasturages,  ^c. 

Acha'  Dibhcach — Achad/i,  a  field,  a  plain,  a  meadow — the  Field  of 

Divach.     See  "  Divach." 
Achlain  :  Acha'   Leathanu — The   Broad  Field.     In   1509   WTittcn 

*'Auchlavu." 
Achtuie  :  Acha'   Dubhaidh — Achadh,  a  field  ;  duhhy  black  ;  aidh^ 

place  or  places.     The  Field  of  the  Black  (heathery  ?)  Places. 
Achmonie  :  Ach  a'  Mhonaidh — The  Field  of  the  Moor.     In  1 334 

written  Auchmunit ;    in   1451,   Auehmony ;    in  1554,  Airch- 

monye. 
Achnababane  :'Ach'  na  Ba  Baine — The  Field  of  the  White  Cow. 
Achnaconeran  :    Ach'    nan    Conbhairean — See    under   Sghrr  nan 

Conhhnircan, 
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Achnahannet :  Ach'  na  h-Auoid — The  Field  of  the  Church.     See 

p.  336. 
Achstruy :  Acha'  Sruthaidh — Srutkaidh^  the    Place   of  Stre.mis, 

the  Field  of  the  Place  of  Streams. 
Achinteriiarack  :  Ach'  an  t-Seamarag — Shamrock  Field.     In  1509 

written  A uchintainarag, 
Ach'  an  t-Seagail — Kye  Field. 
AUanfearn  :  An  t-Ailean  Fearn — AUn  in^  a  meadow,  and/^am,  the 

alder  tree.     The  Meadow  of  Alders. 
Allanmore  :  An  t-Ailciin  Mor — The  Large  Meadow. 
An  Cul  Srathan  —The  Back  Little  Strath. 
An  Duibh  Leath.ul — Duhh,  i)lack,  and  leat/iad,  the  side  of  a  ridge. 

The  Black  Ridge-side. 
An  Garbh  Leitir — Girbh,   rough;  Ifitir,  a  hill-side.     The  Rough 

Hill-side. 
Aonach  —High  Bleak  Place  ;  or,  probably  here,  the  Fair,  or  Market, 

or  Place  of  Gathering.     The  site  of  the  old  inn,  visited  i)y 

Johnson.     See  p.  457. 
Ardiichie  :  Ard-Achaidh — The  High  Field. 
Badcaul :  Am  Bada  Call' — The  Hazel  Clump. 
Balbeg :  Am   Baile   Beag — Baile^  a  town  or  township,  and  beatj 

little.     The  Little  Township. 
Baemore  :  Am  Beithe  Mor — The  Large  Birch  Wood. 
Balcliraggan  :  Bail'  a'  Chragain — The  Town  of  the  Rock 
Balintonibuy  :  Bail'  an  Tom  Buidhe—  The  Town  of   the  Yellow 

Knoll, 
liail*  an  t-Srathain — The  Town  of  the  Little  Strath. 
Ballintrom  :  Bail'  an  Droma — Druim,  a  ridge.     The  Tow^n  of  the 

Ridge. 
Balmacaan — Pronounced    Balla    mac    A-han.      In    1509   written 

Bally makauchane,  i.e.,  Baile  Mac  Eachauin,  the  Town  of  the 

Son  of  Hector.     See  footnote,  p.  65. 
Biilnaban  :  Baile  nam  Ban — The  Tow^n  of  the  Women. 
l>alnacam  :  Baile  nan  Cam — The  Town  of  the  Cairns  (of  stone), 
lialnacraig  :  Raile  na  Craige — The  Town  of  the  Craig  (Craig  Nay). 
Balnafettack  :  Baile  na  Feadaig — The  Town  of  the  Plover* 
Balnaglaic  :  Baile  na  Glaic — The  Town  of  the  Hollow. 
Balnagrantach  :  Baile  nan  Granntach — The  Town  of  the  Grants. 

Grantown. 
Balnalick :    Baile   na  Lie — Leacy  a  flat  stone,  a  declivity.     The 

Town  of  the  Flat  Stone,  or  of  the  Declivity. 
Balnalurgin :  Baile  na  Lurgainn — The  Town  of  the  Long   Low 

Ridge. 
Balnain  :  Bail'  an  Athainn — The  Town  of  the  Kiln. 
Blairbeg ;  Am  Blar  Beag — The  Little  Uairy  or  Plain. 
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Blairie  :  Blar-aicih— The  Place  of  Small  Plains,     lu  1345  written 

Blare;  in  1509,  Blaree. 
Beaniock  :  Beamaig — Beam,  a  gap,  or  pass.     The  small  gap  or 

pass. 
Blar  an   Aonaich — The  Plain  of  the  High   Bleak   Place ;  or  the 

Market  Plain.     See  Aonach. 
Blar  na  (Jcilt-  The  Plain  or  Field  of  Terror.     See  footnote,  p.  10. 
Borlum  :  Am  B6rlum — Corruption  of  Bordland,  a  name  evidently 

given  by  the  old  Southron  keepers  of  Urqiihart  Castle  to  the 

fann  of  old  attached  to  the  Castle.     In  15u9  writt43n  **  Bord- 

lande    of    Urquhart."      "  Bordlands   signifies   the   desmenes 

which  lords  keep  in  their  hands  for  the  maintenance  of  their 

board  or  table."     (Cowell's  Law  Dictionary). 
Boglashin  :  lioth  Ghlas-bheinn — Both,  a  hut  (Joyce  s  "  Irish  Names 

of  Places") ;  Glas,  grey  ;  and  beinn,  a  uiomitain.     The  Hut 

(shieling)  of  the  (Jrey  Rock  or  Moimtain  ;  probably  the  old 

name  of  the  rock  at  the  foot  of  which  the  township  lies. 
Braefield — Bad  translation  of  Baile  na  Brut  haich,  the  Town  of  the 

Brae. 
Fireakachie  :  Am  Breac  Achaidh — The  Speckled  Field. 
Breakrie  :  Am  Breac  Airidh — The  Speckled  Shieling. 
Bunloyne  :   Bun  Loinn — Bun,  the  lower  part.     The  lower  jwirt  c>r 

mouth  of  the  (River)  Loyne. 
Bunloit :  Bun  Leotliaid — Bun,  lower  part,  and  Itatkad,  the  side  of 

a  ridge.     The  Lower  Part  of  the  Kidge-sidc.     In  1509  written 

''  Bimloade." 
Carnacli — Tlu»    Stouv    Place.       The  site  of  the  Stone    Circle*  of 

Corriiiionv. 
Carraclian — 'Iho  Place  of  Stone  Circles.     The  west  end  of  "Wester 

Milton,  where  there  were  several  stone  circles. 
Cartaly  :  ('ar  Dalaidh — Daly's  Circle.     See  p.  5.      In  1334  written 

Cartalv.     In  1509,  (iartale. 
Ceannacroc  :  Ceanna  Chnoc — The  End  Hillock. 
Cliianie  :  Cliiain-idh — Ciuain,   a    green,   meadowy,    pasture-land. 

The  Place  of  Green  Pasture-lands.     In  1509  written  CI  any. 
Clunebeg :  A'    Chluain    Bheag.       The    Little,    green,    meadowy 

Pasture-land. 
Clunemore :    A'    Chluain    Mhor  —  The     Large,     green,    meadowy 

Pasture  land.     In  1509  written  Mekle  Clune. 
Coille  Chorcaidh  -  Co?7/^,   a  wood;  corc-aidh,  the  place   of    oats. 

The  Wood  of  the  Place  of  Oats.     Compare  with  Seagalaidh 

(Shewglie),  the  Place  of  Rye. 
Coinneachan — The  Mossv  Place. 

Corrisli :  An  Coiris.     Evidently  a  derivative  of  Coire,  a  corrie. 
Craskaig — Crasg,  a  pass  or  crossing.     The  Little  Pass. 
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Craskie — Crasg,  a  pass  or  crossing.  The  Little  Pass,  or  the  Place 
of  Passes. 

Croit  Adamnan — Adamnan's  Croft.     See  p.  335. 

Croit  Mo  Chrostain — St  Drostan^s  Croft.     See  p.  326. 

Croit  na  Crlche — March  Field. 

('idanloan  :  Cul  an  Loin — The  Back  of  the  Meadow. 

Culnakirk  :  Cul  na  Circ — Literally,  the  Back  of  the  Hen.  A  nxjk 
at  Culnakirk  is  called  Cragain  na  Circ,  the  Rock  of  the 
(grouse)  Hen. 

Dalgrigack  :  Dail  Griogaig — The  Pebbly  Dale  or  Field. 

Dalmonie,  at  Corrimonie  :  Dail  Mh6naidh — Monie*s  Field.  See 
p.  10. 

Dalraore  :  An  Dail  Mhor — The  Large  Field. 

Dalriach  :  An  Dail  Riabhach.     The  Brindled  Field. 

Divach — In  1509  written  Deveauch.     See  AUt  Dhibheach. 

Druira  a'  Bhile — Druim,  a  ridge  ;  bile,  an  edge,  applied  to  the  sea- 
margin  or  terrace  between  Pitkerrald  and  the  public  road 
between  Dnimnadrochit  and  Blairbeg.  The  Ridge  of  the 
Terrace. 

Drumbuie :  An  Druim  Buidlie — The  Yellow  Ridge.  In  1344 
written  Drumboy. 

Drumclune  :  Druim  a'  Chluain — The  Ridge  of  the  green,  meadowy, 
Pasture-land. 

Drumcore  :  Druim  na  Corr — The  Ridge  of  the  Crane  (bird). 

Druim  na  Cuirt — The  Ridge  of  the  Court. 

Druim  a*  Chruithneachd — The  Ridge  of  the  Wheat. 

Dnimnadrochit :  Druim  na  Drochaid — The  Ridge  of  the  Bridge. 
First  on  record  in  1730. 

Dulchrcichard — The  first  syllable  here,  and  in  Duldreggan  and 
Dulshangie,  is  Dul  (pronounced  d66l  in  Gaelic),  and  not  Dun, 
or  Dal,  or  Del,  as  now  sometimes  erroneously  written.  All 
these  duls  are  flats  or  meads  by  the  side  of  a  river.  The 
word  is  usually  regarded  as  a  corrupt  form  of  the  Gaelic  dail, 
itself  borrowed  from  the  Norse  dalr,  a  dale.  It  appears, 
however,  to  be  of  Pictish  origin — the  same  as  rfo',  which  the 
Brittonic  languages  all  have  for  meadow,  a  low  fertile  spot,  a 
dale.  A  writer  on  Welsh  place-names  says : — "  The  word 
(dol)  is  found  in  names  of  places  situate  in  valleys  all  over 
Wales,  Cornwall,  and  Brittany."  He  might  have  added  the 
valleys  of  Urquhart  and  Glenmoriston.  In  Perthshire,  also, 
the  word  appears  in  its  naked  simplicity  as  Dull.  The 
meaning  of  Creichard  is  unknown.  The  word  is  probably 
Pictish.     In  1509  Dulchreichard  is  written  TuUclechart. 

Duldreggan — The  Dul,  or  Meadow  of  the  Dragon.  See  under 
Dulchreichard.  In  1509  Duldreggan  is  written  Duldragin, 
and   the   dul — one   of  the  few  Pictish  words   we   possess — 
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regularly  appears   in  documents   until   last   century,  when, 

unfortunately,  from  an  etymological  point  of  view,  it  began 

to  give  place  to  Dal,  DeK  and,  more  recently,  Dun, 
Dalshangie — For  the  first  syllable,  see  under  Dulchreichard  am^ 

Duldreggan.       In   1345   wTitten  Dulschangy,    and  the    Dul 

continues  until  last  century,  when,  in  writings,  it  began  to 

give  place  to  Dal  and  Del.    Sfiangie  cannot  be  explained,  and, 

like  the  other  Duls,  is  probably  Pictish. 
Kskard  :    An    t-Eascard — In    Ireland    Eiscir,    meaning   a   sandy 

ridge,  enters  largely  into  place-names  (Joyce).    Eskard,  which 

is  a  gravelly  ridge,  is  probably  the  same  word, 
(iarabeg  :  An  Garadh  Beag — The  Little  Enclosure, 
(iortan  P^achainn — Gortun,  diminutive  of  gort,  a  garden,  a  small 

field.      Eachann,   Hector.     Hector's   Garden.     See  footnote, 

p.  65. 
(^rotaig,   from  grod,  rotten,  a  locative  feminine,  signifying  the 

Rotten  Place ! 
larairidh — far,   west,  western;    airUih,  shieling.      The   Western 

Shieling.     Gives  name  to  Allt  larairidh  (which  see) ;  Blar 

larairidh,  the  Plain  of  larairidh  ;  Coir  larairidh,  the  Corrie  of 

larairidh ;  and  Eas  larairidh,  the  Fall  of  larairidh. 
Inchbrine  :  Innis  a'  Bhraoin — Innis,  a  sheltered  grazing,  a  meadow 

by  a  stream.     Braon,  rain,  a  drizzle.     The  Drizzly  Meadow. 

In   1345  ^vrittcn   Inchebrcne;  in   1509,  in  the  plural,  Inch- 

bnuiys. 
luchtellich  :  An  t-Innis  t-Scileich — The  Meadow  of  Willows. 
Inchvalgar  :  Innis  a'  Bhalgair — The  Meadow  of  the  Fox. 
Invcrcaoclian  :  Inbhir  a'  Chaocliain — lyMirj  mouth  of  a  river  (»r 

stream  ;  caocha^i,  a  streamlet.     The  Mouth  of  the  Streamlet. 

The  site  of  the  old  inn  at  Ruiskich. 
Invernioriston  :  Inbhir  Mhoireastainn — Tlio  Mouth  of  the  Moriston. 

In  1345  written  Invermorchcn. 
Inveruailoijj: — The  Mouth  of  the  Uaileig,  the  ancient  name  of  tlu- 

Allt  Mor  of  Bunloit. 
Inverwick  (j)ronounced  Inner-vuichd)  :  Inbhir  l^huic — The  Moutii 

of  the   Buic   (stream).      May  be   fmic,    '*  of  the  buck" — tho 
Mouth  of  the  Buck's  Stream.     In  1509  written  Inncrwik  ;  in 

1G79,  Inncrvuick. 
K(  n'owdown  :    An    Ceathramh     Donn  —  Cfdfhramh,    a     (| muter 
((punier  davach) ;  (hmn,  brown.     The  Brown  Quart er-Davach. 
For  davach  J  see  p.  440. 
Korrowgair  :  An   Ceathramh  GeaiT — The  Short   Quart  er-Davach. 

In  1509  written  Karowgar, 
Kilmartin — Name   given    in    1884    to    Lakefield    (of   old    cidled 
Meiklies,   and  Craskaig)  by  Mr  Campbell,   the  present  pnv 
prietor,  after  his  family's  old  estate  in  Argyleshire. 
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Kilmichael  :  Cill  Mh\cheil.  The  Cell  of  the  Archangel  Michael. 
See  pp.  116  aud  337.  In  1554  >\Tittcn  Killmichaell.  Sec 
Appendix  C. 

Kilmore:  A'  Chille  Mhor— The  Great  Cell.  The  Parish  Church. 
See  pp.  337  and  341.  In  1693  written  Kyllemoir.  From  the 
church,  the  Parish  of  Urquhart  and  Glcnmoriston  wtis  some- 
times called  the  Parish  of  Kilmore.  The  name  has  no  con 
ncction  with  the  Virgin  Mary  (Moire),  as  Shaw,  the  historian 
of  Moray,  supposed. 

Kil  St  Ninian— St  Ninian's  Cell.  Sec  p.  336.  In  1509  written 
Kill  Sanct  Ninian  :  in  1553,  Kylsauctrinaine.  Now,  in  Gaelic, 
Cill  an  Trinnein,  and  the  district,  Slios  an  Trinnein.  See 
footnote,  p.  321. 

hixg  a'  Bhile,  at  Drumnadrochit — Aa^,  a  hollow  ;  Bile,  a  terrace. 
The  Hollow  of  the  Terrace.     See  Druim  a'  Bhile. 

Ljig  a'  Mhurtair — Lag,  a  hollow  ;  murtair,  a  murderer.  The 
Murderer's  Hollow. 

Lag  an  Trotiiin  —The  Hollow  of  the  Trotting. 

Ljig  an  t-Scapail — The  Hollow  of  the  Chapel.     See  p.  336. 

Lag  nan  Cuspairean — The  Hollow  of  the  Archers.  See  footnote, 
p.  10. 

Laggaubane  :  An  Lagan  Ban — Lagan,  a  small  hollow  ;  ban,  wdiite. 
The  White  Small  Hollow. 

Lakefield — English  name  given  in  end  of  eighteenth  century  to 
the  lands  of  Meiklie  and  Craskaig. 

Lenie — L€a7i,  or  leana,  a  wet  or  swampy  mea<low.  Lean-aidh,  the 
place  of  wet  meadows. 

Lewistown — English  name  given  to  village  founded  by  Sir  James 
Grant  at  B/ar  na  Maigk  (the  Plain  of  the  Plain).  See  Mov, 
and  p.  443. 

Livisie  :  L'lbheisidh — Probably  from  lighe,  flood,  fulness  or  over- 
flowing of  a  stream—  the  place  of  overflowing  of  water. 

Loanmore  :  An  Lon  Mhor — Lon,  a  meadow.     The  Great  Meadow. 

Lou  na  Fala — The  Meadow  of  Blood.  The  scene  of  the  fight 
between  Allan  of  Lundie  and  the  Mackenzie  j.     See  p.  130. 

Lochletter  :  Loch  leitir — Loch,  an  old  adjective  signifying  "  dark," 
as  in  Lochaidh,  the  river  Lochy  j  leitir,  a  hill-side.  The  Dark 
Hill-side.     Lochletter  is  notably  dark — "behind  the  sun." 

Lossit :  An  Losaid — "  Losaid,  or  in  an  Anglicised  form,  losset,  is  the 
tish  word  for  a  kneading-trough.  .  .  .  The  word  is 
applied  to  a  well- tilled  and  productive  field,  or  to  good  rich 
land.  A  farmer  will  call  such  a  field  a  losset,  because  he 
sees  it  covered  with  rich  produce,  like  a  kneading.trough  with 
dough  ...  In  the  form  of  Losset  it  is  the  name  of  a 
dozen  townlands,  in  various  counties  from  Donegal  to 
Tipperary."     (Joyce's  "  Irish  Names  of  Places.") 
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Lundie  :  Limndaidh — There  is  a  Lundie  in  Glenmoriston  (the 
Liinndadh  nam  bo,  Lundie  of  the  cows,  of  the  Bard — see 
p.  531),  and  a  Torran  Lunndaidh,  in  Brae  Ruiskich.  There 
is  also  Lundie  in  Glengarry,  Lundy  parish  in  Forfar,  Lundie 
Loch  and  Hill  in  Sutherland,  and  Lundin  in  Fife.  A  Pictish 
word,  probably ;  cf.  London. 

Lurga  nam  Broc — Lurga,  or  Lurgan,  a  long  low  ridge ;  broc^  a 
badger.     The  Badger's  Ridge. 

Meiklie  :  AJiachdlaidh — (See  Kilmartin,  and  Lakefield).  In  1509 
called  "  the  four  Meiklies."  Meaning  unknown.  Probably 
Pictish. 

Millness :  Muileann  an  Eas — The  Mill  of  the  Waterfall. 

Milton  :  Bail'  a'  Mhuilinn— The  Town  of  the  MOl. 

Moy  :  A'  Mhoigh — The  Plain.  Moy  lies  behind  Lewistown,  which 
in  Gaelic  is  called  Blar  na  Maigk,  the  Plain  of  Moy,  or, 
literally,  the  Plain  of  the  Plain. 

Mill  of  Tore :  Muileann  an  Tuir — Called  after  Tdrr  na  StdJir^ 
which  see. 

Pitkerrald— In  1509  written  Petcarill ;  in  1660,  Petkerrel.  There 
were  three  Pitkerralds — Pitkerrald  Chapel,  belonging  to  the 
Church  ;  Pitkerrald  Croy  ;  and  Pitkerrald  Mor,  now  Allan- 
more.  Pet  or  Pit,  a  Pictish  word,  which  appears  in  the  Book 
of  Deer  (11th  century),  for  farm,  or  town.  Pit  Chaoraill  (now 
in  Gaelic,  called  Dail  Chaoraill) — St  Cyril's  Town.  See  p.  336. 

Poll  a'  Ghaorr — The  Pool  of  Gore.     See  footnote,  p.  10. 

Polmaily :  Polla  Mhailidh — M^lie's  Pool.  Malie,  the  name  of  a 
saint.     Compare  Kiliualic  in  Lochabcr. 

Rue  :  An  Riidha — Tlie  Promontory. 

Ruigh  'Bliaiunc — Rui(jh,  a  reach  or  gentle  slope  ;  bainne,  milk. 
The  Slope  of  the  Milk — the  Milky  Reach  or  Slope. 

Ruigh  'Bhathaich — The  Slope  of  the  B\Te,  or  Cow-house. 

Ruigh  Chragain — The  Slope  of  the  Rock. 

Ruigh  (jorni — The  Green  (literally,  Blue)  Slope. 

Ruigh  'Ic  'llle  M  hoi  re — The  Slope  of  the  Sen-ant  of  (the  Virgin) 
Mary — Anglicised,  Mon-ison. 

Ruigh  Laurais  :  Laurence's  Slope — See  p.  72. 

Ruiskich  :  Rusgaich — JRust/j  a  mai-sh.  The  Fenny  or  Marshy 
Place.  A  name  common  in  Ireland  (Joyce).  Also  known 
in  Perthshire. 

Scorguie  :  Sgor  Gaoithe — The  Windy  Skerry. 

Shanval :  Seann  Bhaile — Old  Town. 

Shewglie  :  Seagalaidh — Seagal,  rye.     The  Place  of  Rye. 

Srathan  Allt  na  Fiacail— The  Little  Strath  of  Allf  na  Fiacail, 
which  see. 
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Strathan  a'  Bhraniidair — The  Little  Strath  of  the  Bmiider,  or 
<;Iridirou.  A  field  at  Wester  Milton  divided  into  long, 
narrow  allotments.  Probably  called  fn)ni  the  resemblance  of 
its  stripes  to  the  marks  of  a  brander  on,  siiy,  oatcake. 

Strath-nan-Cno — The  Strath  of  the  Nuts. 

St  Ninians — See  Kil  St  Ninian. 

Strone  :  in  Gaelic,  Srdn  a*  Chaisteil — The  Point  or  Promontory  of 
the  Castle. 

Tigh  an  Leothaid — The  House  of  (on)  the  Leat/uidj  or  llidge-side. 

Tigh  an  Teampuill— Temple  House.  (See  p.  336).  The  "  House" 
was  probably  the  residence  of  the  cleric  who  officiated  in  the 
Temple,  or  St  Ninian's  Chapel. 

'I'obar  Mhiirstaig — Marstaig's  Well. 

Tobar  Ruigeard — Ruigard's  (Richard  1)  Well. 

Torgoil :  Torr  a'  Ghoill — The  Knoll  of  the  Stranger,  or  Lowlander. 

Tomashee — See  Torr  na  SldAe,  under  Mountains,  «fec. 

Tomabrack  :  Torr  nam  Brachd — Probably  Torr  nam  Breach. 
Breach^  Irish  for  wolf  (Joyce).     The  Tor  of  the  Wolves. 

Tullich  :  An  Tullaich— The  HUlock. 

Tychat :  Tigh  a'  Chait— The  Cat's  House. 

Tynaherrick  :  Tigh  na  h-Adhraic — The  House  of  the  Horn. 

Uppertowii — Tran?>l;iti()n  of  Am  Bail'  Uachdrach — The  Upper 
Town. 
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Abriachan,  35,  44,  115,  227 

Achintciuarag,  80,  82 

Achlain,  80 

Arhmonie,  16,  35,  40,  44,  49,  81,  86, 

115,  192,  342,  477,  479,  483,  511 
Achnalmnnet,  330,  343 
Aflamnan,  326,  327,  335,  342 
Adamnan'B  Crofr,  81,  116,  342 
Aiies,  the  Early,  1 
Agnes  of  Dunbar,  38,  39 
Agreement  regartlitig  Lime  Quarries, 

482 
Apiculture,  438 
Aillean,  Son  of  UiHueach,  6 
Airchartdan  (Urquhart),  8 
Aird,  Christine  of  the,  18,  23 
Aird,  John  of  the,  18,  20,  21,  23 
Aird,  Margaret  of  the,  43,  44 
Albany,  the  Regent,  48,  50 
Albany,  Murdoch,  Duke  of,  51 
Ale,  453 

Allardyce,  Lieutenant,  234 
Anderson,  Mi-s,  511 
Anderson,  Peter,  511 
Anderson,  P.  J.,  511 
Angus,  Mormaor,  11 
Aonach,  80,  457 
Ardan,  Son  of  Uisncach,  6 
Ai>?yll,  Mary  of,  10,  25 
Ath-nam-Muileach,  Fight  of,  235 
Athyn,  45 
Auldearn,  43,  156 

Badenoch,  Wolf  of,  40,  41,  45,  46,  507 
liiliol,  Edward,  32,  33,  34 
B*\liol,  John,  24,  32 
BallachrMggan,  116 
Balloch,  Donald,  52,  61,  62 
Balmacaan,  65,  78,  126,  226,  240,  282, 

500 
Bamborough  Castle,  34 
Bannockbum,  Battle  of,  30 


Barisdale,  Macdonald  of,  259,  263,  264 
270 

Baron  Courts,  460 

Baron  Court  Kecords,  546 

B  ironies,  460 

Barony  of  Urquhart,  35,  36, 39,  40,  78, 
460 

Barony  of  Corrimony,  80 

Barony  of  Gienmoriston,  80 

Bells,  385  to  387,  435,  436 

Berklay,  John  de,  35 

Berkbamstead  Castle,  19 

Betrayal  of  Urquhart  and  Gien- 
moriston, 285 

Bihnd,  Battle  of,  81 

Blar-nan-Leino,  Battle  of,  96 

Blaine,  36,  40,  43,  81 

Bocan  an  t-Sleabhaich,  426 

Bois,  Alexander.     See  Forbes 

Bona,  35,  54 

Borlum,  78,  188,  194,  499,  500 

Boswell,  457 

Breakrie,  116 

Bricius,  Bishop,  341 

Iiridges,  455 

Bridge  of  the  Leap,  73 

Bright,  John,  556 

Britons,  Caledonian,  3 

Broichan,  331 

Brooks,  Shirley,  561 

Bruce,  Kin^  Robert,  27,  29,  30 

Bruce,  King  David,  31 

Brude,  King,  7,  327,  332, 

Buchan,  Karl  of.  See  Wolf  of  Bade- 
noch 

Buchan,  General,  20S 

Buntait,  177 

Buntait,  Alexander  of,  383 

Bun  rait,  Duncan  of,  37S,  383 

Bunloit,  78,  500,  501 

Bur,  Bishop,  44 
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Cailleach  a*  Chratbaich,  422 
Cailleach  AUt  an  Dunain,  424 
Cailleach  Cragain  na  Caillich,  424 
Cain,  or  Kaiu,  445 
Caithne88,  Earls  of.  52,  512 
Caledonian  Britons,  3 
Caledonii,  3 
Caledonian  Canal,  456 
(.'ameron,  A.  H.  F.,  of  Lakefield,  508 
Cameron,  Miss,  of  Lakefield,  413 
Cameron,  Mrs,  of  Cluncs,  414,  521 
Camerons  of  Lochiel,  54,  88,  89.  90, 

96,  109,  133,  167,  198,  201,  207 
Cameron,  Clan,  118,  198 
Cameron,  Lewis,  416 
Campbell,  Alasdair,  of  Kilmartin,  508 
Campbell  of  Cawdor,  56,  124,  224 
Campbell,  Colin,  of  Clunes,  139 
Cannon,  General,  203,  207 
Camach,  82 

Carrach,  Alasdair,  48,  50,  52 
Cartaly,  35.  78,  482 
Castle,  The,  of  Urquhart,  12,  17,  19, 

21,  22,  25,  26,  28,  29,  30,  34,  40, 

49,  55,  56,  57,  59.  63.  74,  76,  78, 

85,   103,  143,   164,  194,  206,  210, 

211,  467,  490 
Cattle- Lifting  in  the  Parish,  214 
Ceilidh,  417,  464 

Celtic  Church,  9,  338.  385,  386,  394 
Chambers,  Blisses,  413,  510 
Chapman,  Mr,  Missionary,  374 
Charles  I.,  145,  146 
Charles,  Prince,  242,  272,  306  et  scq. 
Charters  of  1509,  77  et  scq. 
Charter  of  1557,  48;^ 
Cliattan,  Clan,  91,  144 
Chen,  Henrj'  le,  21,  22 
Chen,  Reginald  le,  20,  21 
Chevalier,  The  Old,  228,  233,  242 
Chisholm  Family,  507,  507 
Chisholm,  Alexander,  43,  11,  512 
Chisholm,  Rev.  Alex.,  413 
Chisholm,  Janet,  43 
Chisholm,  Mvirgaret,  512 
Chisholm,  Sir  Robert,  36,  37,  40,  42, 

43,  44,  174,  512 
Chisholm,  Thomas,  44,  45,  47,  512 
Cliisholm,  The,  85,  87,  156,  169,  512 
Christine  of  the  Aird,  18,  23 
Churches   in   the   Parish,    336,    342, 

344,  385 
Church,  Celtic,  9,  338,  385,  386,  394 
Church  I^auds,  81,  115,  116,  117 
Church,  Roman  Catholic,  14 
Church  of  Urquhart,  14 


Clach  Churadain,  336 
Clach  Ochonachair,  13 
Clachan  Cholumchille,  333,  336 
Clachan  Mhercheird,  324 
Clifton,  Fight  of,  269 
Cluanie,  78,  82,  126,  226,  448 
Clunebeg,  140 
Clunemore,  80,  81,  82,  227 
Cuoc-na-h-Iolaire,  26 
Coineachan,  80,  232 
Coluni  Cruitire,  6 
Coluraba,  8,  327  et  seq. 
Columba's  Well,  333 
Commonwealth,  The,  1 69  ct  acq, 
Conachar  Mac  Nessa,  5,  6,  575 
Conachar    Mhc   Aoidh,    11,    12,    24, 

505 
Conchobar,  River,  575 
Cope,  Sir  John,  244,  245 
Copper  Mine,  451 
Corff  Castle,  23 
Corribuy,  Fight  of,  222 
Corn- nam  Bronag,  Fight  of,  220 
Corrimouy,  10,  80,  86,  508 
Comwallis,  Colonel,  294 
Corstoiphan,  Mrs,  515 
Courts,  460 

Covenant,  The,  146,  350 
Covenanters,  The,  195 
Craigmonie,  10,  190,  461 
Craskie,  80,  232 
Cromdale,  Hau^hs  of,  209 
Cromwell.     See  Commonwealth 
Culloden.  Battle  of,  274 
Cuhiakirk,  IC,  81,  82,  2l7 
Cumberland,  Duke  of,  271,  278,  283, 

294 
Cummiugs,  The,  507 
Cummiugs  of  H/iden<.K"h,  17 
Cummingd  of  Dulshangie,  514 
Cumming,  Sir  Alexander,  23,  28,  514 
CummiuK,  Alexander,  229,  230 
Cumming,  Justiciar  of  Scotland,  15 
Cumming,  Earl  of  Buchan,  23 
Cumming,  Rev.  Roliert,  367.  372 
Curadan,  335,  336,  338,  343 
Customs,  445 
C}Til,  St.,  336 

Daibhidh  of  Corri-Dho,  425 

Dalriad  Scots,  8 

Dalriada,  8 

Daly  th^  Druid,  5 

Davaclis,  15,  440 

David  L,  11,  31,  31,  86,  39 

David,  Bishop  of  Moray.  29 


INDEX. 


589 


Pearduil,  or  Deirdire,  6 

Devil,  The,  379,  418 

Dingwall,  John  Yon^  de,  35 

Direbught,  41 

Disruption,  Tlie,  380 

Di.^tilliug,  4:»3  ^^ 

Divach,  78,  80,  82        ifr 

Divination,  432 

Donaldson,  Sir  John,  priest,  116,  343 

Donald  Donn,  187,  414,  487 

Douglas,  Sir  Archibald,  42 

Douglas,  Earl  of,  61 

DouleShee,  139,  142,  163 

Drostau,  81,  116,  325,  342 

Drostan's  Croft  and  Relics,  81,  116, 

3^7 
Druids  and  Druidism,  329,  337 
Drumbuie,  35,  78 
Druincore,  116 

Druuanadrochit,  375,  456,  457 
Drumnadrochit  Inn,  457,  556 
Du  Shee,  163 
Duchas,  65,  439 
Dugald  Mac  Uuari,  163 
Dulchreiohurd,  80 
Duldreggan   81,  510 
Dulfihangie,  36,  40,  43,  78,  86,  514 
Dunbar,  Battle  of,  18 
Dunbar  Ca.stle,  39 
Dunbar,  Karl  of,  39 
Dunbar,  Agnes  of,  38,  30 
Dunbar  of  Dalcross,  215 
Dundee,  Viscount,  197,  201 
Dun  Dearduil,  7 
Durward,  Sir  Alan,  15,  16,  17,  431), 

506 
Durward,  Thoinjw,  15,  506 
Durward-,  The,  506 

Kagle's  Height,  26 

Edinburgh  Owtle,  228 

EclucatioM,  393  ci  meq. 

Edward  I.,  IS,  19,  21,  22,  25,  28,  29 

Edward  III.,  33.  34,  36 

Elcho,  Mou^istcry  of,  35 

EngUsh,  The,  in  the  Parish,  19,  21,  21, 

292,  294  ct  stf/. 
Episcopal  Church,  347,  353,  365,  3'5S, 

369,  378,  380 
Erchard.     See  Merchard 
Erchless,  43,  157 
Exhorter,  344,  347 

Fairs,  225,  226 
Fairies,  337,  427 
Fauy  Smith,  429 


Falkirk,  Battle  of,  269 

Families  of  the  Parish,  505 

Famines,  444 

Farquharson,  Mr  James,  priest,   109 

343,  347 
Fendraught,  Lord,  207 
Fifteen,  The,  229 
Findrossie,  42 
Finlay,  Morniaor,  9 
Fitzwarine,  William,   19,  20,  21,  22, 

23,  25 
Fitzwai  ine,  Richanl,  21 
Flemiuii,  Alexander,  63 
Fl(Kldcn,  Battle  of,  85,  90 
Folk- Lore,  417 
F(K)l8,  561 

Forl>cs,  Origin  of  Clan,  12 
Forbeses,  507 

Forbes,  Sir  Alexander,  24,  26,  27 
Foibes,  Alexander,  yr.,  27,  28,  30 
Forbes  of  Cullrxlen,  244,  260 
Forest,  Koyal.     See  Cluanie 
Forfeited  Estates,  232,  238,  493 
Forty-Five,  The,  248,  494,  499 
Fowler,  llev.  James,  379 
Fraser,  llev.  James,  Wardlaw,  173 
Fiaser,  Sir  James,  of  Brca,  156 
Fraser,  Hugh,  of  lielladrum,  213 
Fraser,  James,  i.f  Reelick,  213 
Eraser,  Simon,  29,  33 
Fraser.     See  l^ovat 
Free  Church,  380 
Free  Church  Ministers,  380 
Funeral  Fights,  464 

Gaelic  Language,  8 

Gaelic  Bible,  388 

Gaelic  Psalms,  389 

Gaelic  Son^s,  519 

Gaelic  Tunes,  389 

Galley  on  Loch  Ness,  456 

Game  Laws,  447 

Garabeg,  116 

Gartaly.     See  Cartaly 

Gartinet  of  Mar,  22,  23 

Geoh>gical  Changes,  2 

Gille  Dubh  nam  Mart,  221,  223 

Gille  Phadniig  Gobha,  102 

Gille  Maol,  102 

Glencairn.  Earl  of,  167, 175 

Glenclg,  Lord,  406,  510 

Glengarry,  108,  110 

Glen  Loyne,  126 

Glenmoristou,  Barony  of,  80 

GlenmoristoQ  Church,  348,  849,  384 
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GlenmoriatoD, Montrose's  Fight  there, 

158' 
Glenmoriston,  Huntly's  Fight  there, 

160 
GleDshiel,  Battle  of,  234 
Gobha  Crom,  10.^ 
Gobha  Mor,  99,  429 
Gobha  Sidhe,  429 
GobUns,  337,  42ii 
Gordon,  Lord  Lewis,  IGl 
Gordon,  William,  of  Dunlugas,  70 
Gonlon,  Rev.  William,  376 
Gorman,  336 
GraliHinrt  of  Lovat,  19 
Grants  of  Corrimouy,  505 
Grants  of  Craskie  atul    UuKlre.giin, 

510 
Grants  of  Dulshangie,  514 
Grants  of  Gleumorision,  510 
Grants  of  Gr«nt,  607 
Grants,  The  Lairds  of,  71,  72,  507 
Grants  of  Shewglie,   Lochletter,  and 

Redcastle,  509 
Grant,  Agne*i,  89 
Grant,    ^Eueai*",   of  Duldrcg^^an,   232, 

264,  295 
Grant,  Brigadier  Alexan<ler,  227,  241, 

490,  507 
(5rant,  Rev.  Alexander,  146,  348 
Grant,  Alexander,  of  Corriniony,  243, 

25S,  262,  273,  279,  317,  508 

Giant,  Alexander,  of  Shewglie,   229, 

233.  213,  273,  281,  285,  '^88,  414, 

509 

Grant,  Alexander,  Shewglic's  Son,  280 

Grant,   Alexander,   The   Swordsman, 

250,  276,  282,  510 
Grant,    Alexander   (Bard),    414,  526, 

528,  530 
Grant,  Canon,  509 
Grant,  Sir  James  Alexander,  509 
Giant,  Major  Alpin,  379 
Grant,  Archibald  (liard),  416,  535 
(irant,  Charles,  M.l\,  406,  510 
Grant,  Charles,  Lord  Glenelg,  106,  510 
(Jrant,  D.mle  Shee.  139,  142 
(JfHut,  Charles,  Hazel  Brae,  509.  569 
(Irant,  Sir  Duncan,  66.  71,  72 
Grant,  Duncan,  of  Duldreggan,  215 
(Jrant,   Dunciin,  of  Dulshangie,  378, 

514 
Grant,  Major  George,  194 
Grant,    Major    George,   Governor  of 

Inverness,  245,  262,  272,  291 
(Jrant,    James,  liaird   of,  91.  92,  95, 
105,  109,  110,  507 


GranV  James,    Laird  of,    146,    151, 

154^  507 
Grant,  Sir  James,  of  Grant,  241,  246, 

278,  286,  507 
Grant,  Sir  James  (The   Good),  442, 

443,  444,  446,  451,  453,  457 
Grant,  James,  Balnag*aic,  412 
Gmnr,  James,  of  CJarron,  141,  142 
Grant,  James,  of  Corrimony,  405,  508 
(irant,  Jmnes  (The  Novelist),  406,509 
Grant,  Major  James,  Factor,  219 
Grant,  Rev.  James,  357,  365 
Grant,  Rev.  James,  377,  378 
Grint,  James,  of  Shewglie,  197,  201, 

202,  221,  509 
Grant,  James,  Shewglie'a  Sol*,  407 
(irant,  Janet,  414,  521 
Grant,  *  John,   Laird  of    Grant  (the 

Bard),  6^,  72,  74,  78,  94,  416,  524 
Grant,  Johf,  LainI  of  Gi-ant,  111,  114, 

122,  145,  507 
Grants  of  Ballmdalloch,  113,  141 
Grant,  John,  1st  of  Co«rimoi.y,   80, 

50S 
Grant,  John,  2nd  cf  CorrimoDy,  122, 

50S 
Giant,  John,  3rd  of  Corrimony,  157, 

508 
Grant,  John,  4th  of  Corrimony,  195, 

207,  20t< 
Gru  t,  Jolm,  Ist  of  Cilenmoristoii,  80, 

83,  92,95,  105,  109,  112,  510 
Gr^iit,   .John,    3rd   of    (Jlenmorislon, 

112,  125,  140,  144,  145,  510 
Giant,   John,   5lh   »»f    (t.enmoriston, 

152,  178,  179  to  187,  510 
Grant,   John,   6th   of    Glenmoriston, 
i97,  203,206,  208,  2il,228,231,  239, 
510 
Grant,  Colonel  John,  of  Gleumoristoo, 

510 
Grant,  John  Roy,  of  Carron,  113,  141 
(Jrant,  John,  of  Coineachan,  151,  195 
Grant,  John,   FacU)r,  248,  255,  261, 

267,  278 
Giant,  Uev.  John,  247,  280,  285,  288, 

376 
Grant,  Laurence,  71 
(irAi.t,  Sir  Ludovick,  197 
Grant,  Sir    Ludovick,  of   the  Fortv- 
Five,  238,  241,  250,  260,  278,   280, 
283,  291,  508 
Grant,  Dame  Mary,  147, 154,  161, 162, 

350 
Grant,  l\\trick,  of  Bealhi-Do,  163 
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Cirant,   Patrick,   of  Clunemore,  167, 

194 
<Jract,  Patrick,  of  Craakie,  219,  220 
Urant,  Patrick,  uf  Divach,  140 
(Irani,  Patrick,  2nd  of  Qleftmoriston, 

95,  ]13,  114,  122,  123,  124,  125 
(Jrant,  Patrick,  4th  of  Glenmoriston, 

146,  148  vt  i^ai. 
(JSi-ant,  Patrick,  7th  of  Glenmoriston, 

235,  236,  251,  317 
Grant,  Patrick,  of  Liikcfield  and  lAe<\- 

c^:*'lc,  411 
Grant,    Patrick,   of    Lochletter,    280, 

509 
Grant,    Patrick.     Sec  Seven    Men   of 

Glenmoriston 
Grant,  Roller t,  155 
Grant,  Robert.  269 
Giant,  Sir  Rol^rt,  406,  510 
Grant,  Tliomas,  of  Balmacaan,  194, 195 
Grant,  William,  of  Achlayn,  155 
Grant,   William,   of   Achmonie,    193, 

215 
Grant,   William,   son   of   Corrimonv, 

229,  230 
Grant,  Mnjor  William,  247 
Grasjiie,  James,  411 
Gruer  Mor,  71 

Hags,  a38,  422 

HaUdon  Hill,  Battle  of,  33 

Hamilton,  Duke  of,  206 

Harlaw,  Battle  of,  49,  50 

Hastings,  Warren,  407 

Hay,  John  de,  42 

Hepburn,  Bishop,  115,  346 

Hill,Colonel  John,  217 

Holy  W^clls,  333, 435 

Hoepitality,  456 

Houses  in  the  Past,  -137,  458 

Huntly,  George,  Earl  of,  63,  66,  66, 

69,  70,  72 
Huntly,  Marquis  of,  159 

Itiin  Mac  Eobhain  Bhain  (liard),  414 
Inchbrine,  36,  40,  43,  78 
Inchbrine,  Raid  of,  220 
Industrial  Life,  437,  450 
Innis  Ochonachair,  13 
Innocent,  Pope,  14 
Inns,  457 

Inverlochy,  1st  Battle  of.  52 
Inverlochy,  2nd  Battle  of,  154 
Invermoriston,  36,  40,  43,  SI,  124 
In vemefts  Citadel,  170,  176 
Inverwick,  81 


Iron  Manufactory,  451 

Isles,  Alexander  of  the,  52,  53,  56 

Isles.  Donald  of  the,  48 

Isles,  John  of  the,  55  to  62 

Jedburgh,  Battle  of,  34 
John  of  the  Aird,  18,  20,  21,  23 
Jolm  of  (ilenlTrquhart,  18 
Johnson,  Samuel,  in  the  Pari-h,  457 

Knin,  445 

Kenmure,  Loixl,  167 
Kerdale,  Sir  James  de,  35 
Kerrowgiir,  78,  86 
Kerrowgair.  in  Nova  Scotia,  570 
KerrowiiKkeiil,  82,  ^i& 
Kilchrist,  Raid  of,  129 
Killicrankie,  Battle  of.  201 
Kilmichael,  44,  116,  337,  342 
Kilmicliael  Brewhouse,  457 
Kilmore,  226,  337,  341,  342,  348,  385 
Kilravock,  Baron  of,  43 
Kil  fet  Niniau,  78,  81,86, 116, 321,  336» 

385 
Kini^stonV  Lij:ht  Horse,  275,  292 
Kintail,  35 
Kishorn,  108 

Lady  Faire.  226 

Lag  an  t-Scapiil,  336,  343 

Lauders,  507 

Lauder,  Sir  Kol>ert,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37 

Lamler,  Anne,  36 

Law  and  Order,  460 

Leslie,  Sir  James,  204,  206 

Lewistown,  44:j 

Lease  of  155-1,  479 

Leai?e  of  1660,  480 

Lichtoun,  Sir  Thomas  de,  35 

Lime,  Manufacture  of,  451 

Liturgy,  387,  389 

Livingston,  Sir  James,  56,  57 

Livingston,   Sir    ITiomas,    201,    2(jrt 

209,  211 
Lochalsh,  108,  110 
Lochbroom,  108,  110 
Lochcarron,  108, 1 10 
Lochindorb,  25,  26 
Lochletter,  36,  40.  13,  80,  82 
Lockhart,  Major,  295 
lion  na  Fala,  Fight  of,  130 
London,  Tower  of,  34 
Loudon,  Lord,  256,  260,  264,  293 
Louis  Faire,  225 
lyovat,  Graliams  of,  19 
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Lr)vat,  SimoD,   Lord,  224,   238,  259, 

264,  364,  567 
iKJvat,   Simon,  Master  of,   259,   263, 

264 
Lundie,  Allan  of,  129,  142 
Lykowakes,  391,  464 

Mac  Ala8<lair,  Donald,  85,  87 

Mac  Alpin,  Kenneth,  8 

Macbean,  Rev.  Alexander,  384 

Macbeth,  9,  10 

MaccuUoch,  Angus,  416,  546 

MaocuUoch,  Rev.  Duncin,  175,  351, 

546 
Macdosald  of  Aughtera,  229,  230 
Macdonald   of    Barisdale,    259,    263, 

264,  270 
Macdonald,  Alex.  (Alasdair  Carroch), 

48,  50,  52 
Macdonald,  Alex.  (Mac  Cholla  Chiat- 

aich),  151,  152,  153 
Macdonald  of  Qlenaladale,  306 
Macdonalds  of  Gleugairy,  85,  96,  132, 

167,  252,  255 
Macdonell,  Colonel  Angus,   of  Glen- 
garry, 252,  255,  269 
Macdonald,  Angus  (Bard),  412,  538, 

540 
Macdonald,  Sir  Donald,  of  Lochalsh, 

85,  86,  87 
Macdonald,  Donald  Donn,   187,  414, 

487 
Macdonaldrt  of  (ileninoriston,  65,  73, 

S'S,  87 
Macdonald  of  Kepj)Och,  230 
Maalonald  of  Lundie,  129,  133.  142 
Macdonald,  Eweii  (Bard),  41 1,  519 
Macdonald,  John  (Schoolmaster  and 

Catechiat),  379 
Ma<donald,  Kenneth,  222 
Macdonald,  Rev.  Kenneth  Somerled, 

D.I).,  413 
Micdonald,  Somerled  Dubh,  276 
Macdonald,  AVilliam  Sr)werled,  412 
Macdonald.     Sec  Mackav  Macdonald 
Macdougall,  Alexander,  413 
Mac<lougall,  John  (Hard),  415,  532 
Macdougalls   and    Cailleach    Allt-au- 

Dunain,  421 
Macfie,  Alexander,  277,  289 
Mac  Gillies.     See   Mackays  of  Ach- 

monie 
Macgregors,  13G 
Mackay,  Orif^in  of  Clan,  12 
Mackays  of  Achmonie,  16,  115,  511 


Mackay,    Alexander,    of   Achmonie, 
243,  253,  258,  262,  265,  278,  279, 
317,  513 
Mackay,  Donald,  Solicitor,  512 
Mackay,  Duncan,  of  Achmonie,  116, 

511 
Mackay,  Duncan,  513,  514 
Mackay,  General,  197,  201,  208 
Mackay,  GUlies,  511 
Mackay,   Gillies,  of  Achmonie,    192, 

193,  511 
Mackay,   John  Mac  Gillies,  of   Ach- 
monie, 115,  116,  511 
Mackay,  John,  of  Achmonie,  193,  512 
Mackay,  Patrick,  513,  570 
Mackav,  William,  289,  416,  514,  543. 

514  * 

Mackay  Macdonald,  Donald,  273,  281, 

285,  289,  513 
Mackay  ^laal-uald,  John,  289,  513 
Mackenzie  of  Kintail,  120 
Mackenzie,  Roderick,  296 
Mackintosh  of  Borlum,  229 
Mackintosh,  Jjachlan,  of  Dunachtou. 

120 
Mackintosh  of  Gallovie,  67,  68 
Maclein,  Allan  Mor,  74 
Maclean,  Allan,  507 
Maclean,  Charles,  49,  50,  58,  64 
Maclean  of  Ijochbuy,  49,  50 
Maclean,  Ewen,  64,  65,  66,  67 
Maclean,  Farquhar,  Auchinson,  65 
Maclean,  Farquhar  Mae  Ewen,  84 
Maclean,  Hector  Buie,  53,  54,  55,  64 
Muclen,  Hector  Mac  Alasdair,  176 
Maelean.s,  12 

Mitcrnillan,  Buchanan,  409 
Macniillan,  DouaKl,  276 
Maemillan,  John,  409 
Macniillan,  William,  276 
Mac  Xessa,  Con  <  char,  5 
Mac  Olrig,  Sir  Duncn,  Priest,  343 
Ma<'j)her.son,    Lichlan    A.,    of   Corri- 

niony,  508 
Macraes,  12 
Ma<!  Ru,  Farquhar,  6 
Mac  Scolane,  Gillespie,  14 
Mac  rian,  Clan,  65,  72,  87 
Mac  I'ian's  Pool,  73 
Mocata*  3 
Madrtuechtan,  10 
Mailers,  442 
Malcolm  Ceannmor,  1(> 
Man,  Karlv  History  of.  L' 
Mar,  28 
Mar,  Gartenet  of,  2:.  -j:] 
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Mar,  Karl  of,  47,  50,  51.  52,  53 

Mar,  Earl  of,  228 

Margirif^,  Sea,  2 

Mariota,  daughter  of  Albyn,  45,  4G 

Marlborough,  Duke  of,  227 

Marj'of  Argyll,  19,  25 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  121 

Meiklie»«,  80,  86 

Men,  The,  378,  382 

Merchanl,  322  et  saj.y  336 

Merchant's  Leap,  J  31 

Middleton,  General,  158,  159,  168 

Minerals,  451,  452 

Ministers  of  the  Parish,  345  ct  seq. 

Ministers,  Free  Church,  382 

Moeri,  Earl  of,  512 

Monck,  General,  108,  169 

Monie,  9 

Monmouth's  Rebellion,  195 

Monro,  Rev.  Robert,  361,  363,  388 

Montrose,  Marquis  of,  150,  158,  351 

Montford,  Rev.  T.,  375,  384 

Mor  of  Corri-Dho,  42.') 

Morar,  108,  110 

Moray,  Province  of,  10 

Moraynien,  9.  10.  11,  14,  15 

Moray,  Sir  Andrew,  19,  20,  21,  28  32, 

34 
Moray,  Bishopric  of,  339 
Mor«y,  Church  of,  42 
Moray,  David,  Bishop  of,  29 
Moray,  Chancellor  of,  16,  342,  361 
Moray,  Jnmes,  Master  Mason,  143 
Moray,  Randolph,  F:arl  of,  30,  31,  32 
Moray,  Regent,  122 
Monnaors,  9,  10 
Morull,  80 

Mowbray,  Sir  William  de,  35 
Muillo«rMor,  163 
Munro,  General,  147,  148 
Murchison,  Donald,  232,  235 
Murder  of  Donald  Mac  Finlay,  127 

Naois,  son  of  risneach,  6,  7 
Ness,  Origin  of  Loch,  4 
Ness,  First  Ship  on  L.f»ch,  170,  456 
Ness,  Etymology  of,  575 
Nesaa,  6,  6,  575 
Neville's  Cross,  Battle  .)f,  36 
Ninian,  St.,  321,  325.  336,  342,  385 
Norsemen,  8,  9,  10 

Nova  Scotia,  Urquhart  Settlement  in, 
571 

Och.inacli.'ir.  or  Conachar,  11 


Ogilvy,  Dame  Mary.     See  Dame  Mary 

Grant 
Ogilvy,  Thomas,  of  Balfour,  55,  56 
Ogilvy,  Thomas,  of  Corrimony,  508 
Ogilvy,  John  F.,  of  Corrimony,  508 
Ogilvy,  Walter,  74 
Orkney,  Earls  of,  512 
Outrages  after  CuUoden,  293  d  tft/  , 

501 

Paganism,  337 

Parish,  Origin  of,  339 

Parish,  The,  Erection  of,  340 

Picton,  Urquhart  Settlement  in,  571 

Picts,  4,  7,  8,  9,  321,  326,  571 

Pictish  Language,  8,  571 

Pilchys,  Alexander,  20,  21 

Pilmore,  Bishop,  35 

Piper,  462 

Pitkerrald,   78,   80,  81,   82.  86,  11*>, 

127,  336,  342 
Place  Names,  571 
Pluscardyn,  41,  42 
Pot.r,  The,  463.  561 
Population,  441 

Presbyterian  Church,  346,  351,  369 
Prestonpans,  Battle  of,  252 
Puer,  WilUam,  21 
Puritanism,  391 

Raid  of  1513,  85 

Raid  of  1544-5,  96 

Ranald,  Clan,  119 

Randolphs,  507 

Randolph.     See  Earl  of  Moray 

Randolph,  Agnes,  33,  39 

Randolph,  Thomas.  32 

Randolph,  John,  32,  33,  34,  36,  38 

Rede,  Andrew,  55 

Reformation,  The,  115,  116,  343,  345, 

388 
Regality  of  Grant,  226 
Rent,  445 

Restoration,  Tlie,  175 
Revolution,  The,  197,  210 
Ringan.     See  Ninian 
Roads,  454 
Robert  IL,  39.  40 
Robertson  of  Inshes,  179  et  sftj. 
Robertson  of  Struan,  185 
Roderick  of  the  Isles,  35 
Rome,  Church  of,  338,  343,  385  387 
Rose  of  Kilravock,  43,  65,  66,  67,  68, 

69 
Ross,  Earls  of,  19,  21,  28,  33,  35,  37^ 

43 

38 
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Roes,  Countess  of,  20,  21,  23,  45 
Rosa,  Robert,  284 
Ro88,  Walter,  236 
Rohm,  William,  234 

Sabbath.  The,  390 

Sanctuaries,  387    ' 

Salisbury,  Earl  of,  34 

Saxon,  8 

Schools,  S9i  et  seq. 

School  Board,  The  First,  400 

School  Life,  403 

Seafield,  Caroline,  Countess  of,  459, 

508 
Seafield,  Francis  William.  Earl  of,  508 
Seafield,   Ian   Charles,  Earl  of,  459, 

508 
Seafield,  John  Charles,  Rarl  of,  459 

508 
Seafield,  James,  Elarl  of,  508 
Seafield,  Lewis  Alex.,  Earl  gf,  508 
Second  Sight,  434 

Sellar,  David  P.,  of  Corrimony,  508 
Seven  Men  of  Glenmoriston,  302,  502 
Sheilings,  445 
Sheemess,  227 
Sheriffmuir,  Battle  of,  229 
ShewgUe,  82 
Sinclair,  Rev.  Allan,  413 
Sinclair,  John,  400 
Slochd  Muic,  fight  of,  193 
Slaves,  442 

Smith,  Rev.  James  Doune,  380 
Sooiil  Customs  464  , 
Society    for    Propagating     Christian 

Knowledge,  384,  396,  400 
Solemn  Le«gue  and  Covenant,  166 
Songs.  519,  et  scq. 
Spioi'odan,  Castle,  54,  55,  183 
Standard,  Battle  of,  1 1 
Stephen,  King,  11 
Steward  of  Scotland,  34,  39 
Stewart,  Alex.,  Earl  of  Mar,  47,  50, 

51,  507 
Stewart,  Duncan,  47 
Stewart,  Klizal)eth,  227 
Stewart,  Wm.  Grant,  411 
Sti[)end,  518 
St  Clair,  Heniy,  25 
St  Xiiiian.    See  Kil  St  Ninian 
St  Ninian'rt  Episcopal  Church,  382 
Stiachan,  Sir  Patrick,  233 
Straiherue,  Earls  of,  40,  44,  512 
Strathuaver,  Lord,  195,  204,  207,  210 
Stnnne,  Castle  of,  108,  110,  129 


Superintendents,  C'hurch,  346 
Sutherland,  Earl  of,  39,  45 

Tacksmen,  441 

Taghairm,  432 

Tarbat,  Lord,  217,  224 

Teinda,  340 

Temple,  The,  81,  321,  325,  336,  385 

Temple  House,  81,  585 

Tenants,  441    . 

Teman,  321 

Thorfinn,  9,  10,  5J2 

TUbury  Fort,  287 

Timber.    See  Woods 

Tomnacroich,  461 

Tower  of  London,  34 

Trinnean.     See  Xinian 

Tuath,  442 

Tullich,  86 

Uisneach,  Sous  of,  5 

Ulster,  5 

Urchard  in  Moravia,  4 

Urquhart,  Origin  of  Family  of,  12 

Urquhart,  Adam  de,  35 

Urquhart,  Barony  of,  35,  36,  39,  40, 

44,  47,  58.  78,  460 
Urquhart,  Lt»rdship  of,  57,   58,   59, 

63,  74,  75.  76,  78,  80,  81 
Urquhart,  Church  of,  14,  341 
Urquhirt  Settlement  in  Nova  Scotia, 

569 
Urquhart  Volunteers,  379 

Vikings,  8 

Wade,  General,  224,  237 

Wallace,  Sir  William,  19,  24,  28,  29 

Wells,  Holy,  435 

Welsh  Language,  8,  572 

Whisky,  453 

White  Mare  .)f  Corri-Dho,  426 

Wightman,  General,  234 

Williams,  John,  451 

Wilson,  Mrs.  5i0 

Windsor  Castle,  34 

Wit<ihes,  430 

Woods,  447,  140 

Woollen  Maimfactory,  Invermorist*'n 

452,  554,  5.^)5 
Woollen     Manufactory,     Kilmichael 

452,  453 
Worcester,  Battle  of,  167,  194 

Yong,  John,  de  Dingwali,  35 
Young,  Sir  Alexander,  57 
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